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Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders

“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration branches
and Latter Day Saints in general during this period of disruption and
fragmentation” (Conference Operating Guidelines accepted in
1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priesthood, as
well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
• Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on behalf of the
work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us to defend
and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the critical issues
now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel as restored
in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and 1993 Conference
Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as they are
requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration priesthood.
5. Offer support to the elders to take the gospel message to the
world
The Conference is not the Church, but a gathering of the
Melchisedec priesthood to share in testimony, prayer, legislation,
and preparation to return to our branches better equipped and unified
to perform our duties to minister to our brothers and sisters in
Christ.
In addition, the Conference of Restoration Elders provides a forum
for Aaronic priesthood and member alike to share in fellowship and
to be nurtured in the Word. The Conference helps the scattered
Saints and isolated branches throughout the world to enjoy the hope
that we find in Jesus Christ and each other.

Conference of Restoration Elders Resource Center

Volunteers staff the office to answer questions, respond to letters and
e-mail, prepare publications for mailing, and more.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10 am til 4 pm.
Hours may change. Please call ahead to be sure.

CRE Office Contact Information
Phone: (816) 836-3421, (816) 836-2730,
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Repent and Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
Excerpts from a sermon given at the 2013 Elder’s Conference/Family Reunion
by Elder Vim Horn, Sibley, Missouri
“Repent and prepare the way of the Lord” (D&C 32:3).

I

t is not a new commandment, rather it is a cry that
We find in D&C 32 that there is a need for repentance
has been heard down through time. Isaiah
on the part of the Church and the priesthood. The cry
for repentance must be carried forth as a missionary
prophesied of it; John the Baptist, who was the
tool, but we should not lose sight that within ourselves
fulfillment of that prophecy, declared it; Lehi raised
the cry in Jerusalem; Alma expressed it as well. And
we must continually seek to do that which is right. In
finally, in our day through the
D&C 32:1e it says, “And my
vineyard ha s becom e
Prophet Joseph Smith we hear
The Church was restored that
corrupted every whit; and
the cry again. The Church was
this
cry
might
go
forth
to
the
restored that this cry might go
there is none which doeth
forth to the nations, that once
good save it be a few; and
nations, that once again this
they err in many instances,
again this cry might be heard:
cry might be heard: “Repent,
because of priestcrafts, all
“Repent, repent and prepare
repent
and
prepare
ye
the
way
ye the way of the Lord . . .”
having corrupt minds.” So
we see the call for repentance
of the Lord . . .”
D&C 32:1c says: “For verily,
is ours as well. D&C 102
verily I say unto you, that ye
speaks of the people needing
are called to lift up your voices as with the sound of
to be chastened until they have learned obedience.
a trump, to declare my gospel unto a crooked and a
Saints, I believe that we as a Church are still under the
perverse generation; For, behold, the field is white
same condemnation, and that we will stay there until
already to harvest; and it is the eleventh hour, and for
we have learned to be obedient.
the last time that I shall call laborers into my
Let me share another passage out of the Endowment
vineyard.” Saints, we are in the hastening time, and it
booklet: “The second purpose for endowment is for
is past time for us to hasten our repentance and our
the perfecting of the Saints. In Doctrine and
preparation to heed this call.
Covenants 102 we find the second purpose elaborated
on. In the first verse, it says that an assembly has
In a study guide on the Endowment, we find the
gathered to learn God’s will concerning how His
following: “Saints, if the great day of the Lord was
people are to be redeemed. The Lord tells them that
‘. . . nigh at hand’ then (as described in D&C 43 in
their redemption has not occurred because of their
1831), then we are on the threshold of the great day
transgression. He makes a point that the transof the Lord now. And so the call that must go forth,
gression lies with His people collectively, the Church,
to repent and prepare, is one that can no longer be
and not the righteousness of individuals. The Lord
abdicated to future times and future generations. It
shares with them that the transgression of the
is our responsibility to embrace that challenge and to
collective people is that they are not doing what He
share in it in such a way that those around us might
has commanded; they are full of evil, they are selfish,
be impacted by that call which is ours. The elders are
and they are not united according to God’s pattern
to prepare themselves to be endowed that they might
because of their being self-centered. Consequently,
declare God’s warning with power to a sleeping and
dying world, that all might have an opportunity to
Zion cannot be built up and the people are to be
repent, accept Christ and prepare for the great day of
chastened until they learn obedience. As indicated in
the Lord.” (A Study Guide: Preparing To Be
the preface, since Zion is not yet here, we may deduce
Endowed, published by the CRE, 2001, p.7)
that we, as a collective people, are still in need of
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learning to be obedient.” (A Study Guide: Preparing
To Be Endowed, published by the CRE, 2001, p.8)
Saints, the cry for repentance is before us, and it
begins with the elders. D&C 102 clearly reflects that
the elders should make preparation in order that God’s
people might be taught more perfectly.

Devoted consecration. Think about what that means
in your life. It has been said that if you really want to
know what is important in your life, just look at how
you spend your time. When I look at how I spend my
time, I’m condemned, because I don’t spend it in the
manner that I know I should. I don’t know about your
life but I certainly don’t fulfill the requirement of
devoted consecration.

I’d like to reference part of a message that was given
“Cry unto this people saying repent ye, repent ye and
last summer by Seventy Richard Neill on July 22, 2012
prepare the way of the Lord and walk in His paths
which reinforces the need for the elders to repent and
which are straight” (Alma 5:17). There are two
prepare: “To the elders of my church, I am not well
obvious questions that come to mind concerning this
pleased with the condition of mine elders. I speak to
scripture that I would like to explore with you. The
the whole body and not in particular. You have been
first question that I would like to pose is this: What
given the keys to all of the spiritual blessings of the
are we to repent from? And the second question is
church. I have withheld blessings to my people
this: Whose way are we to
because of your condition.
prepare?
Do not point to some other
Our
struggle
is
more
fundamental
elder. Search your heart and
confess before me your than just keeping the command- We are fundamentally
different from God. Our
transgressions. My people
ments. It is not just about sinning;
nature is different from God’s
and the world wait upon you
it
is
about
our
sin
nature,
and
how
nature in that we are created,
“to come unto me” with a
humble heart and full of that sets us at enmity with God. and He is not. Our nature
love. Be not harsh with one It’s about the struggle of wills. It’s compels us do natural things
that are unacceptable to God
another. You can only
about
having
things
my
way,
or
much of the time, but that’s
become one by my spirit, and
not the fundamental issue that
if you are not one you are submitting to God’s way.
we need to address as we
not mine.”
consider what we need to
repent from. The issue is not about any specific sins or
The message continues with a plea for his people to be
specific commandments that we are not keeping. Each
engaged in preparing the way. Specifically it says,
of us falls short in this way. Brother Oakman says,
“Prepare the Center Place for the receiving of the
“We are either committing a sin, getting ready to
nations.”
commit one, or are repenting from one we have just
committed.” Romans 3:32 says, “For all have sinned
The cry for repentance is before us, and it starts with
and come short of the glory of God.”
the elders. The question is, what are we going to do
with it? D&C132:3a says, “I admonish the church
Our struggle is more fundamental than just keeping
and particularly those of the priesthood, that the
the commandments. It is not just about sinning; it is
hastening time being upon us there is great necessity
about our sin nature, and how that sets us at enmity
for confidence in the men of the church chosen for
with God. It’s about the struggle of wills. It’s about
positions of great responsibility, And all should
having things my way, or submitting to God’s way.
consecrate of their talents, abilities, and substance
The struggle is about the relationship between the
for the prosecution of the great work entrusted to us.
Creator and His creation.
Everywhere the demand for great activity exists, and
for the accomplishment of our work the great
Who is God? Brother Arthur Oakman answers this
essential is fraternal co-operation in service to man
question in the title of his book, He Who Is. (Note:
and devoted consecration to God and his work.”
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All of the Oakman quotes and paraphrasing in this
sermon can be found in Brother Oakman’s book, He
Who Is.) Brother Oakman states that what we believe
about God is important, “For we become like what we
worship.” To believe in a false god may be worse than
not believing in any god.

We have been twice bought: First, when God created
us, and second, when He gave His Son that we might
have life eternal. And yet we, His creation, have the
audacity to challenge His ownership. D&C 17:4a-c
describes our condition this way: “By these things we
know that there is a God in heaven who is infinite and
eternal, from everlasting to everlasting the same
unchangeable God, the framer of heaven and earth
and all things which are in them, and that he created
man male and female; after his own image and in his
own likeness created he them, and gave unto them
commandments that they should love and serve him
the only living and true God, and that he should be
the only being whom they should worship. But by the
transgression of these holy laws, man became sensual
and devilish, and became fallen man.”

What do we believe about God? God is all-powerful,
all-knowing, and all-present; He is loving, merciful,
personal, unchangeable, perfect, good, just, jealous,
and He reveals Himself to us. He is self-existent; He is
complete, and He is resplendently independent. Even
though I am not able to fully comprehend what these
words are expressing about God, I accept them. I
accept that He is God. Isaiah 43 expresses it this way:
“Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant
whom I have chosen; that ye
may know and believe me,
Do you agree that God is the
and understand that I am
creator and owner of all things?
He; before me there was no
God formed, neither shall
Do you agree that because He is
there be after me. I even I,
the creator and owner of all
am the Lord and beside me
things, He can do with His
there is no savior.” He is
the great I AM.
creation what He wants? How

As a result of the fall,
Adam’s way of life became
our way of life. And in
Adam’s way of life—we are
finite, conscious of self
importance, and freely
follow our own way.

Our concept of who God is
and who we are shapes the
From God, all things came
relationship between us.
is of eternal importance.
into existence. We know that
When in o u r vain
through His Son all things
imaginations, we think we
were created. He spoke and
know better than the Creator and forget that not we,
the entire universe came into being—from its’ vast
but God is the owner, the relationship suffers. Brother
expanse, down to the minutest detail. All of creation
Oakman talks about how the divine ownership of all
belongs to God, and all things respond to His will,
temporal things lies at the heart of principle of
except one—mankind. All things fulfill the measure of
judgment. If God didn’t own everything, then He
their creation except us. We are the part of His
wouldn’t have the right to judge us. Do you agree
creation in which He endowed self-awareness and selfthat God is the creator and owner of all things? Do
will. He created us with the ability to choose to do
you agree that because He is the creator and owner of
what we want, or to do what He wants.
all things, He can do with His creation what He
Brother Oakman expresses this condition as such:
wants? How you answer these two questions is of
“Between the making of the world and the redemption
eternal importance.
of man lies the difference for God between making a
If we recognize God’s ownership of all, even
universe and changing the selfish heart of a wicked
man into a loving one. The divine utterance fulfills
ourselves, then we should be willing to submit to His
itself. ‘I, the Lord utter my voice, and it shall be
will, should we not? If we don’t recognize His
obeyed’ (D&C 63:2a) . . . But to convert our hearts
ownership, then we feel no need to submit. God has
from their natural selfish bent and make them like his
given us the freedom to choose, but we must accept
own cost God agony, bloody sweat, and the death of
the consequences that come with exercising our
a cross.”
choices. We are free to create things after our own
you answer these two questions
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image. We are free to pursue our own moral world
and to create our own self-image, even if it involves
vain imaginations. However, this type of freedom will
ultimately ensnare us and we will find ourselves in
utter bondage.
Second Peter 2:19 says, “While they promise them
liberty, (‘they’ meaning the voices of the world which
say we can do what we want; there are no
consequences.) they themselves are the servants of
corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the
same is he brought into bondage.” It is not a question
of being free, is it? It is a question of what you are
going to bind yourself to. Being free to choose
corruption binds us to corruption, and is only an
illusion of freedom. Whether it is drugs, alcohol, or
some other form of corruption, if you choose to
participate in it, you will end up being bound by it.
Christ said, “Come unto Me and I will set you free.”
If we choose Christ, He will set us free from the
bondages of worldly corruption.
So we must choose: It’s God’s way, or our way.
There is no in between. In D&C 1:3d-e we find the
following declaration: “For they have strayed from
mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting
covenant; they seek not the Lord to establish his
righteousness, but every man walketh in his own
way, and after the image of his own god, whose
image is in the likeness of the world, and whose
substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and
shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great,
which shall fall.” [Emphasis added.]
Walking in our own way, after the image of our own
god—this is our sin. This is what we need to repent
from. Brother Oakman, paraphrasing Pascal says,
“Man is miserable, knows he is miserable and is
willing to be miserable, simply to have his own way.”
Certainly we need to address the individual sins in our
lives, but the overriding choice we have to make is
this: God’s way or our way? We chose to follow God
when we entered the waters of baptism, and yet we
continue to struggle with our choice. We must simply
surrender our will to His perfect will. Only after we
truly repent from having things our way, and “walk in
His paths which are straight,” will we be able to
assist with “preparing the way of the Lord.”
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Summary of the 2013

Conference of Restoration
Elders Meetings
by Elder Vim Horn, CRE Chair, Sibley, Missouri
his year, as last year, the elders completed the
majority of the business of the Conference by the
T
middle of the week. Starting Wednesday, the elders—

as well as any Aaronic priesthood members who
wanted to be involved—met to worship and confer
with each other. The overall focus for the elders’
prayerful consideration for the week was as follows:
What should we be doing to individually and
collectively magnify our calling as shepherds of the
flock in these the latter days of the hastening time?

On Wednesday, the brethren were presented with a set
of questions for possible consideration for the rest of
the week, which was then followed by a Spirit-filled
time of worship. Following are some of the questions
presented for consideration:
• How do we bring ministry to the Saints in these
challenging times?
• What is the demand for great activity in our time and
our current condition?
• What should we be doing to instill confidence in our
ministry?
• How do we as elders prepare ourselves, and in turn,
prepare the people?
• What are the needs of the Church today?
• How do we assist the Saints to prepare the Center
Place for the receiving of the nations?
• How are we being tested today? How are we doing?
• How do we minister and reach out to those who are
coming out of the Community of Christ church?
• How do we encourage priesthood to embrace,
magnify and fulfill their calling?
• How do we become one? How do we covenant with
each other as identified in D&C 81:4?
• How do we, as elders in different places, stay
connected and communicate with each other?

The elders were asked to share any additional
questions they might want to consider. The following
questions were added:
• How do we bring better ministry to outlying
branches and isolated Saints?
• Are we organized the way the Lord wants us to be
organized? If not, how should we be?
• How do we reach out and minister more effectively
to men?

• People still don’t know who we are or what we as
the CRE. Many do not know that the purpose of the
Conference is to bring solidarity to the branches.
Many don’t know that we are not reorganizing the
Church, and that we are not about higher
ordinations. We need to go out to branches to share
who we are.
• The CRE should be providing a platform for people
to share and talk with each other.

• How can the CRE become a more effective unit to
meet needs?

• We need to make sure that we make people in the
branches aware of the materials/resources the CRE
has and get the materials out to them.

The elders were then asked to prioritize which
questions they would like to consider that week and
the following set of discussion questions were prepared for their response:

• We must continue to work closely with other
organizations in the Restoration.

• Are we organized the way the Lord wants us to be
organized? If not, how should we be? Why is this
reunion not being supported more by those in the
Center Place?
• How should we be organized to be more effective in
providing ministry?
• How do we assist the Saints to prepare the Center
Place for the receiving of the nations?
• How do we minister and reach out to those who are
coming out of the Community of Christ church?
How do we address some of the challenges of priesthood coming out of the Community of Christ
church?
On Thursday, consideration of the above questions
began by asking the elders how they interpreted what
was meant by question number one. Most of those
commenting interpreted the question to mean “What
can the CRE do to be better organized, or be
organized differently to meet the needs of Restoration
branches,” while a few had a broader interpretation of
the question.
While the discussion began with considering the first
question, it quickly expanded to the elders commenting on all of the questions. Some of the comments
shared concerning the CRE included these:

• We need more people to be actively engaged in the
efforts of the CRE.

• The elders are commanded to get together on a
regular basis to confer with each other. This is the
reason why many came to the CRE in the first place.
• We need to be careful that we do not plan beyond
what we can perform.
• We need to know who we are, what we can do,
where we are at, before we can really determine
where we want to go.
Some observations concerning the condition of the
Restoration branch movement included the following:
• There is great distrust about organization. Who is
the Church? Who are the elders?
• We need to enter into closer relationship with each
other and understand how we are responsible and
accountable to each other.
• How do we organize to become one? How do we
draw people in to express themselves?
• Have we done all we can do to strengthen our
people? How can we make changes in what we do to
strengthen them? We have to learn to trust each
other.
• We need to get rid of the concept of being
independent branches. We are dependent branches—
dependent on God and dependent on each other.
Tidings of Zion 7

• Some say, “If we don’t organize we will be two
hundred little churches.” This is not true. We are one
Church under Christ.

Greetings to the Saints

• We have been voting our wills, not the Lord’s.

by High Priest Paul Gage, Independence, Missouri

• In earlier times priesthood met regularly and held
themselves accountable by giving a report of their
activities.

H

• We seem to have lost the vision of the Kingdom.
Somehow we don’t believe it can be. When I have the
vision, I can do whatever the Lord wants me to do
without fear.
On Friday, after a period of sharing concerning the need
to grow closer together in fellowship (among other
things), it was determined that the elders needed more
time to confer and worship with each other than what
the week of Conference could afford. It was decided
that the CRE would sponsor at least three additional
occasions during the interim conference period for the
priesthood (as well as the Saints on occasion) to meet.
The elders agreed that the first of these occasions would
be the trip to Kirtland for priesthood only scheduled in
September.
It was also determined that when the elders met, they
should embrace the direction and promise given to them
in D&C 42:1c, “As ye have assembled yourselves
together according to the commandment wherewith I
commanded you, and are agreed as touching this one
thing, and have asked the Father in my name, even so
ye shall receive.” With this promise in mind, the
Coordinating Council will work to identify one or
possibly two things for the priesthood to focus on as
they meet together in September.

2013 Conference/Reunion Statistics:
Registrations = 300
Branches/groups represented = 38
States represented = 10
(Arizona, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska, Ohio, South Carolina, and West Virginia)
Countries represented = 4
(Canada, Mexico, Nepal, and the USA)
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in the Four Corners of the Earth
ow marvelous it is that we have a God who loves
us so much that He gave His Only Begotten Son
that we might have eternal life. How wonderful is His
plan of salvation for us, if we respond to His
commandments. I had the opportunity to attend the
first two Restoration Branch Family Reunions and
Conference of Restoration Elders in Independence in
2012 and 2013. They were both truly inspiring
experiences and I am already looking forward to
another gathering in June 2014.
I have had the privilege of serving as reunion/
conference manager, as manager of the CRE office
and on the Publication Council (which publishes the
Tidings of Zion magazine). This has given me many
opportunities to get to know many Saints around the
world.
On Monday, July 8, I could not sleep and begin to
think of next year’s reunion/conference. My mind was
drawn to the Restoration hymn, “Shall We Gather
Home to Zion,” and the hope we have for the day
when Zion shall be on earth with Enoch’s city. This
year, we considered the theme “Prepare Ye the Way
of the Lord.” As the Saints parted ways, we knew the
preparation, though already begun before we came,
must needs continue with greater fervency in the days
ahead to be ready when we hear the messenger cry,
“Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
him” (Matthew 25:5). We know from this parable
only the wise virgins were truly prepared to meet the
bridegroom, who is Jesus Christ.
I realized that our preparing and planning for a greater
experience in 2014 must begin today. Immediately, I
went to my desk and made a list of possible preachers,
teachers, etc. and quickly had a list of more than
twenty names from twenty different states of the USA
and several from other countries. I was greatly excited
when I considered what possibilities are before us if
we desire to “Gather Home to Zion.” With great love
for the Saints, I saw families coming from all over the

USA, as well as from Canada, Mexico and Nepal, as
they did for this year’s reunion/conference, but I also
envisioned them coming from fifteen or more countries
and from most of the states of the USA. Several from
other countries had desired to be with us this year, but
things did not work out. Begin now seeking God’s will
for you and making preparations for your “gathering
home to Zion.”
Make a note on your calendar on the first Sunday
of each month for the rest of 2013: “Next year in
Zion.” Beginning in January 2014 write: “This
year in Zion.” Pray and fast as to what God
would have you do. Don’t look at reasons why
you can’t join us; consider reasons why you
should join us.
Scriptures teach us that God taught Noah how to
build an ark; He parted the waters of the Red Sea
through Moses; He preserved Daniel in the lion’s den;
He chose Mary to be the mother of His Son; He sent an
angel to free Peter from prison; delivered the plates to
Nephi; He sent 2000 young men to join Helaman’s
army; He inspired Joseph Smith Jr. to read James 1:5,
and He worked many other powerful miracles. History
teaches us that God sent Jason W. Briggs to Thomas
Wood Smith in the early 1860’s, that Brother Thomas
was converted and became a minister in the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Brother
Thomas was inspired to
write the well beloved
hymn, “Shall We Gather
Home to Zion.” He also
authored eighteen hymns
found in Saints’ Harp and
later in other hymnals.
In Alma 16:151 we are
counseled to do five
things. One is to let this
desire work in you. So
dear Saints, if you have a desire to be with the Saints in
Zion, let that desire work in you and see what our
powerful God can do. Contact us for any kind of
assistance or ministry you may need and we will do all
we can to serve you. My calendar is marked, “Next year
in Zion.”
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The Hill of Sacrifice
by Elder Jim Daugherty, CRE Historian, Adrian, Missouri

T

he Pastors of Zion (which represents more than
ten branches in the Center Place) and the
Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) Reunion and
Conference was held June 23-28, 2013, at Waldo
Avenue Restoration Branch/Center Place Restoration
School in Independence, Missouri. The purpose of this
report is to convey the spirit of unity and fellowship
enjoyed by all at this gathering. A sense of urgency to
our calling as a Church and as a people was expressed.
The general theme for the week was “Prepare Ye the
Way of the Lord.” The classes and worship services
each day brought out specific and practical insights on
the daily theme. Perhaps the acute awareness of the
need to refocus our priorities, considering the
deteriorating conditions facing our nation and the
world, was uppermost in our thoughts.
Apostle Arthur A. Oakman had exceptional spiritual
insight when he spoke these words which are
appropriate and timely to our generation: “The world
needs the Zion of Christ’s hopes and longings.
Somewhere, and somewhere soon, there must be
brought into being communities of reborn people, in
which the environmental factors can be so under the
domination of the Divine Spirit, that children can be
born, reared, nurtured and dedicated, without the
terribly divisive and destructive elements which
dominate our world and its cities today. Doing good
is commendable, but it is not redemptive. People all
over the world do good, but if the world is to be saved
from destruction and the earth delivered from the
scorching which the wickedness of men would bring
upon it, something much more significant than doing
good is required. An Ensign must be lifted up. The
city must be set upon the hill, the hill of sacrifice”
(November 15, 1968).
Seventy Richard Neill, under the direction of the good
Spirit, instructed us that the “gathering” would soon
be accelerated and we needed to prepare, not only in
physical things such as food, shelter, etc., but in
spiritual maturity. It will require a renewed effort of
discipline and sacrifice. The tools needed to
accomplish the task ahead of us were the primary
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focus of the worship, classes and preaching services at
the reunion/conference. The spirit of brotherhood and
unity prevailed in the CRE meetings and business
sessions with no contention. As the conference came
to a close, there was total agreement that the
Restoration priesthood need to meet together more
often. It was suggested that the gathering to Kirtland,
Ohio, September 14-25, 2013 would provide one
opportunity.
We were blessed that many of our elderly and
handicapped Saints were able to attend because of the
facilities. The cost of the reunion, including meals was
met through the generous donations of the Saints.
Some were not able to attend full time, but were
blessed when present. Overall, the blessings received
by simply having time to visit and share was the
greatest gift of all.
On July 31, 1971 Patriarch/Evangelist Henry Schafer,
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, spoke the
following words of comfort and praise at the
conclusion of the Center Stake reunion: “Go forward
with steadfast heart, trusting me completely. I leave
this assurance with you, that I am the one who has
created each of you, and I am anxious to restore you
to son-ship and daughter-ship. By doing so, you can
indeed be the light of the world. That this may be so,
I urge you to keep your hands in my hands and let me
lead you where I decide to lead you. I know the way
and I desire that I might lead each of you to the end,
that you might be permitted to be a participant in the
greatest reunion of all reunions, when the City of
Enoch shall again be united with the city of the latter
days. I have challenged you to be a participant
wherein I have given you the opportunity to be a
partaker of the riches of eternity, by sharing in the
accomplishment of my purpose. Be faithful unto the
end. Be true to your covenant. I love you more than
anyone can love you and desire to share, not just
abundant life with you here and now, but life even
more abundant in the great beyond, which shall last
throughout eternity. Even so, Amen.”

How Can We Increase
Our Stewardship?

The Good Shepherd

Offertory Remarks given at the 2013 Elder’s
Conference/Family Reunion, June 24
by Bishop Joe Burkart, Lee’s Summit, Missouri

n John chapter 10, there is a wonderful parable
about the Good Shepherd and His sheep. Our
ISavior
was speaking to the Pharisees at that time, but

T

he scripture I like to use when I am asked to do
the offertory is one that doesn’t talk about money
at all. It speaks of the broader context of stewardship.
It is D&C 147:5a and reads, “Stewardship is the
response of my people to the ministry of my Son, and
is required alike of all those who seek to build the
kingdom.”

In 1978, I was ordained to the office of bishop and
assigned to the Saint Louis Stake. The Saints there
would often ask if I would come to their congregation
and give a sermon on stewardship. I was happy to do
so because that was a major part of my calling. Many
times, someone would comment that I had not talked
about money. My response was no; I did not talk
about money, but about stewardship.
Stewardship is a relationship with our Heavenly Father
who actually owns everything. A steward is someone
who is entrusted with a particular charge to care for
something that generally belongs to someone else. So
the resources that each of us have belong to the Lord.
He asks us that we return part of that back to Him. He
doesn’t ask for 10 percent, but rather 10 percent of
the increase.
Stewardship incorporates more than just dollars and
cents. The Lord has invested in us talents and abilities
as well as treasure. The charge we have from Him is
to cultivate and develop all of these, take a portion
that we need and then dedicate a portion back to Him.
As you consider what you can give to the Lord, don’t
just consider the money that you put in the basket,
(although that is important because it takes money to
pay for the needs of the Church), but reflect on how
you can increase your stewardship and dedicate more
of your life and time to the work of the Lord.

by Elder Paul Frinsthal, Lee’s Summit, Missouri

they did not understand what He was talking about.
The Pharisees saw and heard Jesus, but just didn’t
understand what he was saying.

Sheep herders in Australia, when asked about this
animal, are quick to respond that sheep are probably
the most stupid animals God ever made. As we study
the scriptures and the many references made about
sheep and us, we begin to see a few interesting
similarities.
As a young boy I would sometimes visit my cousin on
the farm. One day, he asked me if I wanted to help
him feed the sheep. When we got to the pasture, he
told me to yell, “SHEEP,” and bang on a pan with a
spoon and they would come running. I did just that
and they looked my way but did not budge. After
several attempts I gave up. My cousin laughed and
then turned to the sheep and yelled, “SHEEP.” On
hearing my cousin’s voice, the sheep came running to
see what he might have for them. Jesus acknowledges
this behavior when He says in the parable, “The sheep
follow him (the shepherd) for they know his voice
. . . And a stranger will they not follow.”
Consider the following parallels between sheep and us
described by Australian shepherds. Sheep are always
on their feet and on the move looking for food to
satisfy their ongoing hunger. As the sheep wander
about with their heads down looking for food, they are
not contented and thus do not thrive. They are of no
use to themselves or the shepherd because they
languish and lack energy. They are often found around
the fringes of the flock, where they can easily wander
off or get captured by an adversary.
Do you still wonder why the Lord calls us His sheep?
How many times have you seen the picture of Jesus
walking in front of the sheep holding a small lamb in
His arms. Is this the one He went to find and save and
make a part of the ninety and nine? He is the Good
Tidings of Zion 11

Shepherd and He loves you; the Good Shepherd will
give His life for His sheep.
Jesus also said in John, chapter 10, “I am the door; by
me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall
go in and out, and find pasture.” Sometimes our
pasture is green and lush, and we get comfortable,
even complacent. Sometimes God moves us to a
pasture that is not so good because the sheep there are
in need of our talents. Whenever the Shepherd calls, if
we are listening and are prepared to follow, He will
lead us in the way we should go.
As sheep, in our preparation, we must be careful that
we don’t get too comfortable with our immediate
surroundings. We might like the things we have
around us and not want to part with them. Also, like
real sheep, we may oftentimes be due for a trim. The
Good Shepherd may feel it necessary to trim our outer
coasts if they are full of thorns, dirt and other
infestations. Guess what? Sheep don’t like to be
sheared, and so sometimes the shepherd must hold
them down until he gets the job done. As we sheep
consider our sins, we must repent and let Jesus take
them away from us.
If you still wonder why the Lord refers to us as sheep,
please consider that the adversary knows which flock
you are in and seeks to destroy you. Like a wolf, the
adversary looks for the weakest sheep to attack—the
wounded, the young, the unhappy, the wanderer and
the one with its head down. Like sheep, if you find
yourself on the fringe . . . BEWARE! The adversary
does NOT want you in his flock; he simply wants to
destroy you. He knows his own fate from which there
is no return, and he wants to take you there with him.
The Good Shepherd wants to save you from this
eternal death. With His staff, Christ gently guides you
into His fold where there is Eternal Life. Do you hear
the Master calling you? “Come, sheep. Come into the
fold. Don’t wander away. Keep your heads up and
your eyes upon Me. Follow me. I am here right in
front of you.” As sheep we must humbly and willingly
follow the teachings of the Good Shepherd.
In many churches I often see the picture of Jesus
walking in front of the flock of sheep with a little lamb
12 Tidings of Zion

in His arms. Maybe this lamb is you or me. Maybe it
is the sheep discussed in Luke 15 that was lost and
not part of the ninety and nine. In this wonderful
chapter we learn of the joy in heaven when one sheep
that is lost, that is a sinner, repents and returns to the
flock. Are we sheep? Are we sinners? Is our daily
repentance important to us and encouraged by the
Good Shepherd? YES! YES! and YES!
Jesus says in John 10:27-29: “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me; And I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father’s hand.”

The Gathering of
God’s Elect
by Elder Frank Dippel, Morgantown, West Virginia

T

his year, the Restoration Branch Family Reunion
and Conference of Restoration Elders was a
wonderful experience. The Spirit was very strong
among us. The classes were well prepared and well
presented. I want to thank all those who had a part in
the preparations of the week. Thank you for your
labor of love. We very much enjoyed and appreciated
the Conference sessions. They were Spirit-filled and
the discussions were very valuable. We were touched
by the many wonderful testimonies of the brethren and
the Saints. The music was outstanding and brought to
us a very Spirit-filled worship experience.
Our preparation for conference/reunion actually began
in April 2013 when we received an email from Brother
Richard Neill, pastor for the week, inviting me to
preach one evening during the reunion. I had already
prayed to the Lord and asked that if I was to preach
that it would be on Tuesday evening as an indication
of His will. Brother Neill said it would be Tuesday
evening, so I accepted the invitation with great
anticipation.

The theme given was D&C 28:2: “Prepare your
hearts and prepare all things.” After reading the
scripture several times, I began making notes on the
items that seemed to stand out and what was
impressed upon my heart. Those items had to do with
the Elect, personal preparation, a land prepared for the
righteous people of God (God’s Elect), and our
preparation to be able to receive the Saints whom God
will call to gather.
As a result of my studying, the following testimony
evolved. I had compiled many facts, scriptures,
testimonies and ideas about what might be shared in
the sermon. There were so many that my mind began
to be overloaded and the direction of the message was
not clear. Each time I studied, there seemed to be
more added to the mix.
While preparing one evening, as I was thinking about
the topic of preparing for the gathering of God’s
chosen people, my attention was drawn to Isaiah 58:48. Verse eight reads, “Then shall thy light break forth
as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth
speedily; and thy righteousness shall go before thee;
the glory of the Lord shall be they rearward.” After
reading this scripture, I was very frustrated with the
amount of information I had been given as it seemed
almost impossible to put it all together for one
sermon.
I remember distinctly that while reading verse eight I
began to walk around the room with the Bible in hand,
speaking and complaining to God. After reading verse
eight, I said, “God, I don’t understand how to put this
all together. I don’t understand.”
Immediately, a scene like a beautiful photograph
opened before my eyes right in the center of the page
in Isaiah 58. “A light shall break forth as the morning
and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory
of the Lord shall be thy rearward.” It was as though
I was walking up a small incline toward the sun and as
I walked, the sun was shining above the crest of this
small hill. When I reached the crest, it was a beautiful
sight to behold. The colors were brilliant, the sun was
bright, and there was a soft breeze blowing on my

face. The lush green grass was touched by the bright
blue sky and it was illuminated by the glory of God.
What appeared before my face was the grandest cornfield I had ever seen. The corn must have been eight
feet tall. I continued to move down the incline on that
side of the hill toward the corn field. I asked, “What is
this all about; it’s just a cornfield?” A word was
impressed upon my mind and it was, “CROPS.” I
stated in an uncertain voice, “Yes, Lord. It is crops. I
know that Lord. So what?”
About this time in the vision, I reached the edge of the
field and began to reach out and touch the corn. As
my hand came close to the corn, the corn changed.
The first stalk of corn changed to a nurse, the second
to a doctor, the third to a builder, the next to a
mechanic, then a farmer, an educator and so on. At
this time this thought was impressed upon my mind,
“These are my CROPS given to my people in order to
prepare the Center Place for the gathering of my
people.”
I began to make notes of what was being impressed
upon my heart. It was very clear that this was a plan to
be considered in an orderly process of the gathering of
God’s elect from all parts of the world. It was to begin
with CROPS: Council for the Rededication of the
Principles of the Storehouse. It was made known to
me that this council would be the gatekeeper of a
great deal of accumulated information received from
all the branches in the Center Place. The council
would then be informed as to the best places and the
best people to minister to a family with a particular
need.
As the impression continued, it revealed stages and
phases of the gathering. It also gave direction as to
what the process might be. It was far more detailed
than I can share in this testimony. It is my hope that
this experience may be of worth to the Saints and
branches in the Restoration Movement as we look
seriously toward the gathering of God’s Elect. I pray
that God will continue to bless all His Saints and that
we can become His Elect.
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Standing Firm on the Word of God:

The Word of Wisdom
by Debbie Norman, Napoleon, Missouri

“Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man, or maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken unto the precepts of men,
save their precepts shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost.” (2 Nephi 12:39)

C

urrently, there is heated debate over what
constitutes a healthy diet. God has given us
counsel to guide us in the midst of this confusion:
Doctrine and Covenants, Section 86—the Word of
Wisdom. One clear principle of the Word of Wisdom
is that grain is to be the staff of life. It is good food for
man, particularly wheat. However, a growing number
of passionate voices claim that recent research proves
eating grain, particularly wheat, is unhealthy! When
the voice of science contradicts the Word of God, we
have to choose which one we are going to believe. Are
we going to trust man or God?
The anti-grain movement is spreading like wildfire. A
few minutes using Google or a visit to Barnes and
Noble will convince you of its width and depth. Fasten
your seatbelts, because I am going to give you a blast
of the passionate anti-grain crusade. Many books have
hit the market in the past few years promoting the
total elimination of grain from our diets. One is NoGrain Diet by Dr. Joseph Mercola, who states: “. . .
avoiding grains is typically wise for over 75 percent of
the U.S. population.” Another is Dangerous Grains by
Braly and Hoggan: “The implication is that the heavily
wheat-based western diet—bread, cereals, pastries,
pasta—is actually making millions of people ill.” Or
how about The Paleo Solution: The Original Human
Diet by Robb Wolf, who claims that our bodies never
evolved to be able to digest grain, especially wheat.
Many who insist that all grain is harmful for us are
basing their claims on the body’s blood sugar response
to refined grain products. And make no mistake,
REFINED grain products are HARMFUL to your
body and need to be eliminated from your diet! They
are absorbed at almost the same rate as straight table
sugar! There is no doubt that when God said grain is
the staff of life, He meant WHOLE grain. Refined
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grain products are so far removed from what God
originally created, I don’t think they should even be
labeled “grain.” It is like removing the wheel from
your car and then claiming that the wheel is an
automobile.
Let’s look at what refined grain products do to our
bodies. Our cells rely on insulin which, like a delivery
truck, carries glucose (the sugar derived from the
carbohydrates you eat) to our cells to be used for
energy. Simple and refined carbohydrates—such as
white potatoes, white bread, pasta and white
rice—contain few nutrients and are low in fiber. These
carbohydrates are rapidly converted into sugar,
dramatically increasing the amount of glucose in your
blood. Insulin cannot “pick up” all the sugar and
deliver it to the cells fast enough. This causes bloodsugar levels to spike and to stay high for an
abnormally long time.
If this high blood-sugar continues, your cells may
become unable to respond to the insulin effectively.
This is called insulin-resistance, because the cells no
longer respond to insulin’s hormonal signals, thus
hindering the delivery of the raw materials (glucose)
your cells need to produce energy. The end result is
often diabetes. Refined carbohydrates also contribute
to obesity. Eating refined carbohydrates creates more
glucose than your body can handle, and the excess
glucose is stored as fat.
However, our bodies respond to complex carbohydrates (whole grain and legumes) in a totally
different way. The high fiber content of whole grain
slows the digestive process and result in a slow release
of sugar into blood which allows our bodies to process
and use it properly. So, refined grain products (which
constitute the overwhelming majority of our nation’s

grain consumption) are dangerous to our health. But
how can anyone claim that even WHOLE GRAINS
are harmful and should be eliminated from our diets?
Supposedly, research is discovering that grain,
especially wheat, contains what have been labeled
“anti-nutrients.” The main “anti-nutrients” targeted for
criticism are phytates, lectins, and gluten.
In the article “Be Kind to Your Grains,” Weston A.
Price Foundation claims: “Phytic acid, for example, is
an organic acid in which phosphorus is bound. It is
mostly found in the bran or outer hull of seeds.
Untreated phytic acid can combine with calcium,
magnesium, copper, iron and especially zinc in the
intestinal tract and block their absorption. This is why
a diet high in improperly prepared whole grains may
lead to serious mineral deficiencies and bone loss.
Other anti-nutrients in whole grains include enzyme
inhibitors which can inhibit digestion and put stress on
the pancreas; irritating tannins; complex sugars which
the body cannot break down; and gluten and related
hard-to-digest proteins which may cause allergies,
digestive disorders and even mental illness.”
How’s that for scaretactics?! Weston A. Price
and his followers insist that
grain must be soaked 12-24
hours in an acidic liquid to
neutralize the phytates and
other anti-nutrients before
they are fit for human
consumption.

also other grain” (D&C 86:2c, 3a-b, emphasis
added).
What about the argument that wheat today is not the
same food as it used to be? Even though genetically
modified wheat has not yet been introduced into our
food supply, hybridization has changed the
composition of much of the wheat we consume. God
knew wheat would be hybridized. He saw the “. . .
evils and designs which do and will exist in the hearts
of conspiring men in the last days,” yet He still said,
“ . . . wheat for man.”
We see the consequences of these evils and designs all
around us: genetically modified foods, chemical
ingredients in our foods, and the widespread
contamination of our food and water supply. It seems
that our bodies are assaulted with toxins on all sides.
What are we to do? God knew what was coming. He
told us: “Behold, verily thus saith the Lord unto you,
In consequence of evils and designs which do and will
exist in the hearts of conspiring men in the last days,
I have warned you, and forewarn you, by giving unto
you this word of wisdom by revelation” (86: la).

Instead of living in fear, we
need to listen to God and
we don’t require scientific
implement His direction in our
evidence. We believe God’s
lives. I believe that God has
made
a way for us to be
Word because He is God.
protected from the toxins of
our modern world through
obedience to the Word of
Wisdom. For example, the very “anti-nutrient” which
wheat’s foes are proclaiming dangerous, may instead
It is easy to be swayed by such dramatic information
be the very nutrient which God has provided to
which seems to be supported by scientific research, but
protect us in these last days. Phytic acid (called
when we walk by faith, we don’t require scientific
phytate when in salt form), which is found in the outer
evidence. We believe God’s Word because He is God.
bran of grain—especially wheat—has a strong
And what does God say? “All grain is ordained for
chelating ability to bind with minerals. Instead of a
the use of man and of beasts, to be the staff of life, not
detriment, this may be its most powerful health benefit.
only for man, but for the beasts of the field, and the
fowls of heaven, and all wild animals that run or
creep on the earth . . . All grain is good for the food
Sara Shannon in her book, Diet for the Atomic Age,
lists phytate as a nutrient which protects against heavy
of man . . . Nevertheless, wheat for man, and corn for
metal
toxicity and radiation damage. Phytates bind
the ox, and oats for the horse, and rye for the fowls,
with radioactive and toxic substances and carry them
and for swine, and for all beasts of the field, and
out of the body. After extensive research, Shannon
barley for all useful animals and for mild drinks and

. . . when we walk by faith,
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found that as our environment becomes more toxic,
grain is our best source of protection, particularly due
to the phytate content. She believes that “for optimal
health, at least half of every meal should be grains.”
Phytic acid is also an antioxidant (like vitamin C).
Some research suggests that phytate has the ability to
lower blood glucose, reduce cholesterol and
triacylglycerols, and reduce the risks of cancer and
heart disease. It may also play a part in reducing colon
cancer through its absorption of iron and other
minerals which cancer cells need for growth. In fact,
because of its anti-tumor, anti-carcinogenic, and blood
sugar regulating properties, supplement companies are
actually isolating and selling this powerful antioxidant!
(Remember, phytic acid is found in the outer bran of
grain and is NOT abundant in refined grain products.)
How many other unknown benefits are yet to be
discovered in the nutrients of grain, particularly
wheat?
The Word of Wisdom is not a commandment, but we
are fooling ourselves if we think that it doesn’t matter
if we obey it. God has said, “for, behold, it is not meet
that I should command in all things, for he that is
compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not
a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward”
(D&C 58:6c). You can be sure there will be
consequences to our health if we ignore God’s
wisdom.
God has promised: “And all Saints who remember to
keep and do these sayings, walking in obedience to
the commandments, shall receive health in their
navel, and marrow to their bones, and shall find
wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even
hidden treasures; and shall run and not be weary, and
shall walk and not faint; and I, the Lord, give unto
them a promise that the destroying angel shall pass by
them, as the children of Israel, and not slay them.
Amen” (86:3c-d).
It’s time to get serious about implementing the Word
of Wisdom into our lives. Start by decreasing your
consumption of refined grain products and adding
more whole grain to your diet. Read the Word of
Wisdom. Pray and meditate over its message, and God
will lead you in the pathway of obedience to His
Word.
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“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves; be ye therefore wise servants, and as
harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:14).

DOVES
by Nancy Green, Independence, Missouri

D

octrine and Covenants 36:2h states, “. . . And the
Lord called his people Zion, because they were
of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness
. . .” I feel so blessed to live in the Center Place
surrounded by so many Saints, but not all the Saints of
the Church enjoy that privilege.

I am the leader of a girls’ group for grades one
through six at the Oak Grove Restoration Branch
(Missouri). They are called, “DOVES” ( Daughters of
the Very Eternal Savior). The members of this group
of girls decided they wanted to become pen pals with
Saints and their children in other countries in order to
grasp the idea that the Church is much more than just
an individual branch.
Several individuals gave us contact information for
families of Saints in Australia, Canada, and Taiwan.
The DOVES girls were so excited to be able to
communicate with and make new friends in other
countries. All those who have responded have
indicated how far they live from the nearest church
members and how wonderful it is to get to know other
Saints in America. When the girls write to their pen
pals, I often enclose a letter as well to share in the
excitement and I have been so blessed.
A note from the CRE leadership: Is this not one way
we can all be helping prepare the Center Place for the
gathering of the nations? If there are individuals,
families, groups, or branches that would like to do this
type of outreach, whether abroad or in the USA,
contact the CRE Office and mark your envelope “Pen
Pal Project.” Contact information for the CRE Office
is inside the front cover of every issue of Tidings of
Zion.

Go Ye into all the World . . .
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Elders Dale Stafford and Bill Barrett are scheduled to go to Nigeria in the fall of 2013. Also, Elders Lyle Smith and
Don Norman will be going to Kenya in October. Elders Brian Mundy, Joe Hale, Chris Capps and Doug Smith have
recently completed trips to Africa.
Latin American Ministries Board (LAMB)
The Saints in Honduras held their annual conference in January of 2013. Seventy Richard Neill and Elders Mike
Stephenson and Eric Woolery were in attendance and provided ministry to the Saints in Honduras.
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the Conference
of Restoration Elders.
India/Nepal:
Elder Bob Schrunk and wife, Sheila, will be leaving in mid-September to visit in Nepal for a month. High Priest
Francis Harper, from Woodbine, Iowa and Priest Richard Hahn from Maysville, Missouri traveled in April and
May 2013 to this part of the Lord’s vineyard. Numerous testimonies have been shared about the success of the
mission.
Elder Ram Baral also traveled recently in mainland China and other areas, and shared with the Saints at the
Restoration Branch Family Reunion/Conference of Restoration Elders in Independence, Missouri.
Australia:
Elder Bob Schrunk and wife, Sheila, will travel to Sydney, Australia in October (after a month of ministry in
Nepal), and share with the Saints in Australia for two months before returning home in mid-December.
The Philippines:
The work in the Philippines continues to function on two fronts: In the Mindanao area in the south, and in Luzon,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering in the Mindanao area since 2006. Seventy Richard
Neill, Elder Dayn Cederstom and Brother Jeff Stilwell ministered in the Philippines in April, and members of the
SEAAM board also brought ministry there in July 2013.
In the Manila area, Elder Murray Broughton, and wife, Delma, from Australia visit at least twice a year. Delma
is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons completed another trip in May 2013 reporting a number of
baptisms and ordinations to the priesthood.
The Domestic Outreach Program continues to function under the Coordinating Council of Elders (CCE) and
extends to all Saints and branches in the USA and Canada ,whatever services and ministry that might be requested.
Any Saint or branch desiring assistance from the Domestic Outreach Program may contact the CRE office. Contact
information is on the inside front cover of this issue of Tidings of Zion.
All the missionary boards have a great need of financial assistance to be able to
continue the efforts that are underway around the world. Funds are needed to help
with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members.
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SEAAM Report from India and Nepal

“Go Ye Therefore, and Teach All Nations . . .”
by High Priest Francis A. Harper, Jr. Woodbine, Iowa

M

any lives are being changed and blessed as the
work of the Lord continues to flourish in Nepal
and Northeast India. A quick review of our recent trip
in that region has been requested. I was accompanied
on the journey by Richard Hahn of Maysville,
Missouri. We participated in thirty-one baptisms/
confirmations, five ordinations and many other
ministries. The Lord was with us. The many prayers
offered on our behalf were answered. Thanks to all
who remembered us.

The Church is growing in Nepal/India, not only in
numbers but also in knowledge, spirituality and
personal righteousness. Two new branches have been
established this year: One at Hattisude, near Hetauda;
and the other at Ghailadobha, near Surunga. Two
additional branches will quite likely be formed at
Baram Khola in Gorkha, and at Chatara in Jhapa, near
Dharan.
Those who were ordained are anxious to establish
branches in their areas. Amit Baraily, priest, wants to
start a group at Merik in the Darjeeling District of
West Bengal, India; Indra Gadel, priest, is eager to
begin the work in the capital city of Arunachal
Pradesh, in the most northeastern part of India, near
China. Dal Bahadur Subba, priest, is planning to
establish a third Restoration branch in Kathmandu, the
capital city of Nepal.
The expansion of the Lord’s Kingdom into the
uttermost parts of the earth is being accomplished
mostly by those who live in these regions, speak the
language, and understand the culture. These local
missionaries need all of the prayerful and material
assistance we can give them. It is a privilege and a
blessed opportunity to assist them with the Lord’s
work.
I was asked, “Are you helping the people of Nepal and
the related areas where you are going?” This is an
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excellent question. We who travel to the far distant
places of the earth to bring ministry need to truthfully
answer the question, “What are you doing here?”
Jesus warned, “Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he is made, ye make him two-fold
more the child of hell than he was before, like unto
yourselves” (Matthew 23:12-15).
This year, during our visit at the Sinamangal
Restoration Branch in Kathmandu, two sisters of the
Church came to share their testimonies. Sante, wife of
Tika Ram Subba, and Renu, wife of Sita Ram Thapa
shared how their lives have been so abundantly blessed
since their baptisms. Their words and countenances
expressed their deep gratitude for the blessings of the
gospel they and their families are receiving. Both are
mothers of teenage children.
I can assure all who read this message that our efforts
to win souls in distant lands are fulfilling the words of
the Great Commission, issued nearly two thousand
years ago. And the Lord has been with us, and will
continue to be with us in this great and marvelous
work “unto the end of the world,” just as He promised
(Matthew 28).

Amit Baraily (Merik,
Darjeeling Districk, India)

Indra Gadel (Arunachal Pradesh, India)
and Pushkal Gadel (Fikkal, Ilam, Nepal)

2013 Trip
to the Philippines
by Elder Murray Broughton, Euroa, Australia

M

y wife, Delma (a native of the Philippines), and
I left Euroa, Australia on April 28, 2013.We
were met in Manila by Sister Victoria and Brother
Julius who drove us to a bus station. From there,
eleven of us rode the bus to Agno. We sang hymns
along the way to worship and help keep us all awake.

On April 29, we started classes and services with over
fifty in attendance. Each day was filled with classes
and worship services. On May 5, we shared in a
prayer and testimony service followed by the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Three young men
were called to serve in the priesthood during that
service. They were Brothers Ace and Julius to the
office of priest and Brother Joel to deacon. They were
ordained on May 19 and are the first priesthood
ordained in the Luzon region of the Philippines.
God gave us the strength to do His will. The people
came day and night to hear the Word of God. Their
love for our Heavenly Father is most obvious. Please
keep the Saints in the Philippines in your prayers.

Testimony of Conversion
by Norma Panen, Agno, Pangasinan, Philippines

I

used to go to church regularly at other denominations. One day, I attended a Bible study at the
Church of Jesus Christ, Agno Restoration Branch
Mission and went every day and every night when
Pastor Murray Broughton and his wife, Delma, were
in Agno.
On December 26, 2011, I witnessed the baptism of
fourteen people. In my mind I thought that one day I
will be one of them who will make a covenant with the
Lord. My only concern was if it would come at the
right time to think about it. I continued going to the
Bible study and meetings every Wednesday and
Sunday. I learned a lot about the Three Standard
Books of the Church. Always on my mind, though,
was the day of the baptism of those fourteen people.
No one can force anybody to join the Church, but
there is something there, that I wanted to join.

Before I decided to join, I talked to my family about it.
They gave me their blessings that I could be baptized
and it happened on October 13, 2012. I am one of
those who was baptized and I am happy to be a
member of the Church of Jesus Christ Restoration
Branch Mission here in Agno, Pangasinan Philippines.
Note: This testimony was translated from Tagalog to
English. Agno is in the Luzon region near Manila.

Testimonies from the
2013 Restoration Branch Family Reunion/Conference of Restoration Elders
From Barbara Allen, Buckner, Missouri:
It has been a few years since I have been able to attend a reunion full time as I did this year. The fellowship of the Saints always touches
my heart, along with the teaching, singing and worship services. All these things gives us strength for the different journeys we are on
in this life as we move .toward a better one. Zion beckons us on. Thank you to everyone that labored to prepare everything for a
successful reunion, from the POZ and CRE Chairmen and the Conference Manager to the teachers and the cooks.
Hello. My name is Bradley Joey, Jr. I am fourteen and from Chinle, Arizona on the Navajo Reservation. I liked the reunion; it was
awesome. The adult classes were interesting. I got to meet new brothers and sisters in Christ that have a good heart and a good spirit.
These very good people made me feel welcome. I hope to return next year.
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“Embrace the Truth”

A Project of Living Hope Restoration Branch

by Elder Dayn Cederstrom, Blue Springs, Missouri

L

ast summer at the Pastors of Zion Summer Series,
Seventy Richard Neill delivered a message from
the Lord. The second part of the message was
directed to the Saints. It simply stated, “Prepare the
Center Place for the receiving of the nations.”
To be prepared to receive the nations, we, the Saints
of Living Hope Restoration Branch, believe that we
should have the testimony of Jesus. Apostle Arthur
Oakman made the statement that the Saints should be
so familiar with the life of Christ that they would
know what He do and how He would act in any
situation. The Saints should read the four gospels
frequently. The promise of the Everlasting Covenant
(Genesis 9:22) is that Zion shall look downward when
we “embrace the truth, and look upward.”
Believing that the question is not “What is the truth?”
but “Who is the truth?” (John 14:6), we started the
“Embrace the Truth” campaign to read the four
gospels. Last September, we began this campaign
with the reading of John, followed with reading
Matthew in October, Mark in November and Luke in
December. Our purpose in reading the gospels was to
emulate the life of Jesus in our own lives, to do as He
had done. Following the gospels, our “Embrace the
Truth” campaign continued with the reading of the
Book of Acts to examine and follow the example of
the apostles and the early Saints in setting up the
Church in the world of their day and sharing the
testimony of Jesus.
This joint reading and study program had great
benefits for our Saints in that it has helped them in
their personal study, but it has also brought a unity in
our worship services in preaching and testimony. This
summer our “Embrace the Truth” campaign continued
with a ninety-day challenge to read the Book of
Mormon in order to embrace the fullness of the
gospel, which is Jesus Christ.
In April of this year, I traveled with Seventy Richard
Neill and Brother Jeff Stilwell to the Philippines to
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bring ministry to the Saints of that country. At the end
of our visit, Brother Marciano Pamongcales Jr. (Jun),
pastor of the Tagum City Restoration Branch, gave
me an eagle, beautifully carved out of native wood, as
a gift to the Living Hope Restoration Branch.
In Matthew 24:28 it states: “And now I show unto you
a parable. Behold, wheresoever the carcass is, there
will the eagles be gathered together; so likewise shall
mine elect be gathered from the four quarters of the
earth.” This gift from the Saints of the Philippines will
be in our display case. Our Sunday School department
will be making dolls decorated with costumes of the
nations of the world. These dolls will be placed around
the eagle, coming toward it. Around the eagle, will be
dolls representing the Saints of the Center Place
looking outward with hands outstretched to receive
the nations of the world. This will serve to remind us
to “prepare the Center Place for the receiving of the
nations” and to work to fulfill the purpose of the
Church for the redemption of Zion!

“Establish a House”
Kirtland, Ohio Women’s Retreat
by Renee Webster, Mentor, Ohio
omen from the Kirtland, Ohio area gathered in
W
Kirtland for a one-day retreat on April 20, 2013.
There were twenty-three women in attendance from
around the region and a few from the Independence,
Missouri area. The theme was “Establish a House,”
taken from D&C 85:36. The classes focused on
establishing a house of prayer, fasting, faith, order,
and learning. Classes were taught by Renee Webster
and Rachael Jones. In the afternoon, time was allotted
for a tour of the Kirtland Temple and historic Kirtland.
We gathered at the Temple in the evening with the
theme of “Establish a House of glory and of God.”
Rachel Jones lead a hymn sing as the women prepared
for the prayer and testimony service. Priest Peter
Peterson presided over the service.

The beautiful Holy Spirit blessed us during our
discussions throughout our classes and continued
through the service in the Temple. I was blessed by
the fellowship of my sisters in Christ. I trust they were
blessed to be a part of the day as well.

2013-2014

Conference of Restoration Elders Leadership
Conference Officers

Chairman: Vim Horn, Oak Grove RB
Secretary: Dayn Cederstrom, Living Hope RB
Treasurer: Ray Lane, Missionary RB
Historian: Jim Daugherty, Butler RB

Conference Corporate Officers

President: Vim Horn, Oak Grove RB
Secretary: Dayn Cederstrom, Living Hope RB
Treasurer: Ray Lane, Missionary RB

Conference Councils
Coordinating Council
Joe Burkart, Grain Valley RB
Dale Carrick, Missionary RB
Paul Gage, Waldo RB
Gary “Pete” Hughes, Missionary RB
Richard Neill, Living Hope RB
Don Norman, Oak Grove RB
Garry Piatt, Grain Valley RB

Stewardship Council
Tom Carnahan, Waldo RB
Terry Griffin, Waldo RB
Ray Lane, Missionary RB
Clyde Noren, Farview RB
Charles Williamson, Farview RB

Evangelism Council
Dale Bainter, South Crysler RB
Lyle Smith, Oak Grove RB
Russ Reid, Missionary RB
Representatives from ARM, LAMB, SEAAM
Aaronic Council
Lonnie Griffin, Waldo RB
Jason Hamilton, Atherton RB
Stephen Henson, Zion’s Hope RB
Ken Prater, Waldo RB
Women’s Council
Karmi Anderson, Colbern Road RB
Suzanne Bendorf, Lexington RB
Pat Chadwick, Oak Grove RB
Nancy Huffman, Farview RB
Sylvia Powell, Lexinton RB
Mary Prater, Waldo RB
Kay Williams, Washington Street RB, Excelsior Springs

Publications Council
Lisa Cottrill, Morgantown, WV RB
Jim Daugherty, Butler RB
Beth Dippel, Bloomsburg, PA RB
Rebecca Griffin, Waldo RB
Pam Neidholdt , Butler RB
Education Council
Helen Brotherton, South Crysler RB
Synthia DeBarthe, Oak Grove RB
Brenda Eggert, Colburn Road RB
Tracy Levengood, South Crysler RB
Sharon Toms, Waldo RB
Linda Wilson, Lexington RB
Lonnie Wilson, Lexington RB
Youth Council
Connie Hale, Missionary RB
Joe Hale, Missionary RB
Todd Henson, Zion’s Hope RB
Brianne Specker, Missionary RB
Chris Watson, Odessa RB

Plan now to attend in 2014!

June 22-27, 2014  Restoration Branch Family Reunion & Conference of Restoration Elders 
Jointly sponsored by the Pastors of Zion and the Conference of Restoration Elders
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My Will Versus God’s Will
My Testimony of Senior High Cam p
at Odessa Hills 2013
by Sara Foss, age 17, Holden, Missouri

S

ince about April I had been struggling with the
decision of whether or not to go to camp. With an
increase of work on the farm in the summer and
helping my family cook for two other church camps
(one being the week before Sr. High camp), my
summer was already getting busy. So I just kind of
pushed the decision to a back corner of my mind, but
it wouldn’t stay there. As the time got closer, I kept
weighing all the reasons to go against the reasons not
to go. It was pretty pathetic. I mean who really needs
to sleep in their own comfortable bed more than
thirteen nights a month anyway?
Then the week before camp we heard that a boy from
the community we live in had drowned in the creek
while fishing with his friends. I didn’t know him
personally, but it really hit home with me because he
was about my age and had just finished high school
like me. Needless to say, something like that always
makes you stop and think about your priorities and
what you’re doing with your life. So I decided that I
needed to quit wasting precious time living in my
comfort zone and go to camp. After I finally decided
to go, I kept thinking, “Why was that decision that
should have been so simple, so hard?” The answer hit
me like a freight train, so obvious that I couldn’t see
it—my will versus God’s will. Let me tell you right
now, that kind of battle is not worth fighting and I’m
glad that God won.
Along with the decision to go, I also decided that
instead of going with the attitude of “What can others
do to make this camp a good experience for me?”, I
would try to have the attitude of “What can I do to
make this camp a good experience for someone else?”
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying that anything I
did at camp was so great, but I know that God planted
that idea in my head. I found out that when I quit
thinking about myself so much, my camp experience
was better than ever before. The Holy Spirit was able
to work with me more than it ever had at a camp and
I thank God and give Him all the honor and the glory!
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More Faith in God
by Mandee McElwain, age 18, Grain Valley,
Missouri

I

have had health problems from birth and was facing
full chemo for a tumor in the sixth grade when my
parents decided to pray about my situation. The Lord
made it known to my mom that we didn’t need to do
chemo, but to rely on God and not man. We began
following the Word of Wisdom and other health
remedies in addition to fasting, prayer and giving
thanks daily. After six months, the tumor was gone.
My health was fine until this year when I was told I
had thyroid cancer. Due to a lot of stress, my
happiness was fading away and I was in sorrow all the
time. I’ve been seeking happiness and praying, but
didn’t think I had enough faith to be blessed.
This year, I served on staff at an awesome Jr. High
camp. On Tuesday, I asked the Lord what I should do
to be happy. I was given to know that I needed to
have the elders administer to me. I didn’t feel that I
should be administered to at a camp that wasn’t for
me, but I was wrong.
At senior high camp I was considering asking for
administration. On Wednesday night during a prayer
and testimony service, I shared all of my medical
problems and how the Lord had healed me. I asked for
prayers for my health needs. After the service, I
passed the dining hall and saw a friend with the nurse.
My friend’s grandmother was on staff and told her she
should ask for administration. A counselor came in
and told us that if we asked the elders for
administration, we would be healed. This really struck
home with me because the Lord told me, as well as the
counselor, that I would be healed. I had previously
told two others that if I received administration and
followed the way of the Lord, I would be healed.
I know that God can heal better and faster than any
doctor. As Saints of God, we need to have more faith
in God and not just rely on man. For anyone with
medical issues or any other problems, you can be
healed through faith, prayer, and diet.

Testimonies from 2013 Older Youth Camp
at Odessa Hills, Missouri. Directors: Reggie and Suzanne Bendorf

Nicole Capps, Alma, Missouri
Although the theme for the CMRB camps was “Created
in Christ,” if I had chosen a theme to describe my life it
would have been “Abandoned.” For two years I lived in
Texas attending graduate school. During that time, I
rarely heard from anyone back home other than my
family. I slowly became bitter, even angry with God
and my friends. As camp neared, I wasn’t sure I wanted
or could go to camp. Thankfully, God opened the doors
for me to go. The week progressed and many of the
campers shared how strongly they felt the Spirit, but all
I felt was more loneliness. Tuesday, I fasted and poured
out my heart to God. I shared how angry I felt, and
didn’t know why I had to be so alone in my life. He
began to speak to my heart and expressed how His hand prints were all over my life, from the moment He first
created me. In that conversation with my Heavenly Father, I realized I had been ignoring His presence in my life,
just as I felt others were doing to me. Camp helped open my eyes to the fact that God is continually creating us and
does not abandon us. Now my life’s theme could truly be described as “Continually Created in Christ.”
Nathan Volsky, Holden, Missouri
As I walked into the sanctuary for our commitment service Friday evening, I felt like I had not made any spiritual
progress, although camp had gone along splendidly. As the service proceeded, I eventually stood and shared my
personal commitments. After sitting down, it occurred to me that I didn’t feel any connection with the Spirit. Tears
of sadness streamed down my face as I sat and listened. Later, when our camp pastor spoke, he asked what he could
say that would touch our hearts. As he shared several things, he finally said, “God does hear you.” It was a profound
moment of clarity, and I could feel within my heart that those words were completely true. My tears turned into tears
of joy! I knew with complete assurance that God could hear me and was listening.
Jane Eyerly, Cleveland, Ohio
Being able to attend camp was a blessing in itself, as I was granted seven days off from work. I had prayed that if
there was something I needed to witness at camp that I could go. I found myself struggling at the beginning of the
week, being frustrated and even a bit angry. Then I remembered that I was there for a reason, because I had prayed
that if it be God’s will I would be allowed to attend. So, I began praying heavily for everything—the staff, campers,
my family and friends, and I even fasted. After the fast, things seemed to turn around and I found new joy in the
week. From this experience, I realized I was missing aspects like fasting and scripture study in my life. I took this
inspiration back with me to Cleveland. My life, especially my spiritual life, has improved greatly. Communication
with the Lord has grown and I feel more comforted by Him each day.
Jacara Foss, Holden, Missouri
I feel very blessed to have had the Lord’s hand in my life this summer. I had committed to various church activities
and camps as I wanted to fellowship with others of like faith. However, I had to take online college classes to
graduate on time. Through prayer, I was granted grace from the teacher of my first class, allowing me extra time if
needed for assignments so I could enjoy my camp experience. God truly blessed our camp, even though our camp
was small. In just one week, we enjoyed both fun times and serious moments learning more about God and how we
can better serve Him. Most of all, we became a family connected through Christ.
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The Love of God
Dwelling in the Hearts of the People
Excerpts from a sermon given April 29, 2012, Oak Grove Restoration Branch
by Jim Mulheron, Independence, Missouri
“And it came to pass that there was no contention in the land, because of the love of God which did dwell in the
hearts of the people. And there were no envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders,
nor any manner of lasciviousness; And surely there could not be a happier people among all the people who had
been created by the hand of God.” (4 Nephi 1: 17-19)
od wants us to learn to love and forgive each
G
other. He has been teaching me this in my own
life. Over the past couple of years, I have had the

wonderful opportunity to visit and minister to Kerry
Burns. Kerry has had a stroke and he can’t
communicate as well as he’d like to; sometimes he
can hardly communicate at all.
When we started out
in this adventure, I
wondered what the
Lord would bring to
Kerry. I went twice a
week to visit and
administer to him, I
wondered what I
could offer. As the
months and years
have gone by, Kerry
has taught me more
than I could ever
Brother Kerry Burns
teach him. He has
taught me that there is great value in every soul the
Lord has created. He has taught me that all that is
necessary to be of great worth to the Lord’s work is to
have a desire in our hearts to serve Him. Kerry has
that desire. He has taught me to love on a different
level than I ever thought possible.
In our branch at Oak Grove, many of us fellowship
and worship together in small stewardship groups.
Recently we had a small group meeting at our house.
I was excited because some of our young couples
came and that meant there were little kids present.
(Some of them were my grandkids!) I found myself
in charge of the children’s play area, trying to keep
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the balls and bats and trucks from going through the
windows.
We put up a little play tent. There’s a lot of energy in
three-, four-, and five-year-olds, and it wasn’t long
before heads began banging and tears began falling.
Brice came out of the tent, and Roy had accidently
smacked him pretty good, but two minutes later he
was back in the tent playing with Roy. Then we
played with Lincoln logs and Roy built a cabin. It was
very good. It had windows and doors and a roof.
Brice proceeded to knock it down. That really upset
Roy, enough that he began to cry. It took a little
longer—maybe three or four minutes—before Brice
was Roy’s best friend again. We need this ability to
forgive like our little children.
There is a story in the Book of Mormon about a group
of people who were Lamanites, but converted to the
Lord. They called themselves the people of AntiNephi-Lehi. Before they were converted, they had
been involved in many wars and had spilled much
blood of their brethren. After they were converted to
the Lord, they decided as a people that they did not
want their swords ever again stained with the blood of
their brothers. So they buried their weapons deep in
the earth, so they would never again hurt their
brothers.
What I say next, I say to myself and you can listen if
you want. We need to bury our weapons of pride, lust
and greed. We need to bury our weapons of lying,
gossiping and backbiting, our weapons that hurt and
cause our brothers to stumble. We need to bury them
deep in the earth and hurt our brethren no more. We
need to become as a little child, forgiving and loving

one another that we might be filled with this love of
God. We need to be humble and long-suffering, kind,
tenderhearted one to another.

anymore. We need to reach out and bring them back
so that they may be encircled in the loving arms of
our Savior—and in many cases, those are your arms.

You want to know what it means to be filled with the
love of God? The scriptures tell us: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his Only Begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish;
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17)
This is the love of God toward us.

The longer I live the greater evidence I have that
this is true: Love is a greater force than evil ever was,
ever is or ever will be. We can be part of a great
revival if we will hear the call of the Lord today to
forgive our brother and love our neighbor. The call to
lay down our weapons and bury them deep in the
earth. The call to build a city that hath foundations
in the Most High. The call to be a delightsome
people in the shadow of a mighty Rock.

Sacrifice will take many shapes and forms. It will
mean something different for each of us according to
the gifts and talents and callings which the Lord has
placed in our lives, but we all must sacrifice. Christ
didn’t die on the cross for just the ones He liked. He
died for the bruised and brokenhearted; the lost and
the lonely; the forgotten and those who are hard to
love; the sinner as well as the saint. We say we want
to be like Him. I know in many ways, I fall short.
We need to fill our sanctuaries. If
you look around, you can see
someone who is missing. These
people are hurt; some are lost,
forgotten; some just feel like they
are not needed anymore. We need
to reach out and bring them back
so that they may be encircled in
the loving arms of our Savior—and
in many cases, those are your
arms.
We need to be here for each other. We need to be in
the assembly of our congregations to strengthen one
other. We need to be here to be the good Samaritan,
to be the loving father, the brother or sister, the healer
of the broken. We can’t do it alone. It is easy to love
those who love you, but the message of the cross calls
us in another way. We need to fill our sanctuaries. If
you look around, you can see someone who is
missing. These people are hurt; some are lost,
forgotten; some just feel like they are not needed

The call to let the light of Christ shine through us.
Who will say with me today, “I will!”?
“And it came to pass that there was no contention
in the land, because of the love of God which did
dwell in the hearts of the people . . .”
Reprinted with permission from Zion’s Call Magazine.
Subscription contact: denorman8165@gmail.com
And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth
not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things; wherefore, my beloved
brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for
charity never faileth.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the
greatest of all, for all things must fail; but charity is
the pure love of Christ, and it endureth for ever;
and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day,
it shall be well with them.
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the
Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be
filled with this love which he hath bestowed upon
all who are true followers of his Son Jesus Christ,
that ye may become the sons of God, that when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is, that we may have this hope, that we
may be purified even as he is pure. Amen.
(Moroni 7:51-53)
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Announcements
Address Changes

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
etc. Also, please notify us if you wish to discontinue
receiving the Tidings of Zion. All contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
Ongoing Expenses
As with everyone’s personal expenses, so the expenses
of the CRE and Tidings of Zion are also ongoing.
Your continued support is very much appreciated.

Share with Us!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the CRE
c/o Publication Council. Contact information is on the
inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Fall Youth Retreats

These retreats are sponsored by the Central
Missouri Restoration Branches at Odessa Hills
Campgrounds. All youth are encouraged to join in
the fellowship, fun and worship.
Theme: “Mighty to Save” (II Nephi 13:28)
Register online at www.odessahills.com
Junior (grades 4 through 6)
October 4-6
Directors: Andy and Bethany Foss
Junior High (grades 7 through 9)
October 18-20
Director: YTD
Senior High ( grades10 through May graduates)
November 8-10
Directors: Stu and Milee Gage
Older Youth (College age)
November 15-17
Directors: Reggie and Suzanne Bendorf
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Restoration Women’s Council

Fall Women’s Retreat
Friday evening, September 20 to
Sunday afternoon, September 22
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
To register or for more details,
call Mary Prater 816-277-8885
or ask your branch women’s leader
for a registration form.

Conference of Restoration Elders Education Council

Sunday School Workshop
Introducing the new “Jesus Curriculum”
produced by the Education Council.

Saturday, October 26, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.
South Crysler Restoration Branch
16101 Salisbury Road, Independence, MO
The material will be introduced,
along with demonstrations on how to use it.
Contact Linda Wilson (816-456-4928),
or Synthia DeBarthe (816-806-1002)
if you plan to attend.
Lunch will be provided.

Ministry needed in Australia

Ministers are needed for an extended mission trip in
Australia. Anyone interested may contact the SEAAM
Board through the CRE Office.

CRE Councils Are All Functioning!

Anyone interested in serving or seeking information
regarding the councils may contact the CRE Office.

Reader’s Comments
“What a wonderful task you completed by organizing
the reunion/conference. Thank you for all your work.”
-John and Evonne Sherer, Missouri Valley, Iowa
(Council Bluffs Restoration Branch)


Author Unknown

May be sung to the tune of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus"

Have you ever heard the story
How the gospel came of old? (Galatians 1:12)
From above the realms of glory,
Joyful news by Jesus told. (D&C 22)
Jesus came and built His Kingdom (Matthew 16:18-20)
With prophets and apostles, too. (I Corinthians 12:28-29)
This He did for them, dear people
And He's done the same for you (D&C 2:1-2)
Have you ever heard the story,
Of the Pentecostal shower? (Acts 2)
How the Holy Ghost was given,
And rushed in with mighty power?
Faith, repentance, and baptism,
And the laying on of hands. (Hebrews 6:1-2)
These were preached by His disciples,
These were God's direct commands. (Matthew 18:17-19)
Have you ever heard the story,
How this gospel fell away? (II Thessalonians 2)
And for centuries was hidden (Revelation 12)
Until this the latter day. (D&C 17:1a)
Oh, you’ve surely hear the story,
Of the angel from on high,
Flying through the midst of heaven,
Sounding forth the gospel cry. (Revelation 14:6-7)
Jesus is among His people,
In His Spirit He comes down. (D&C 30:4b-d)
Fills their hearts and souls with gladness,
And proclaims them as His own. (D&C 34:6)
Now, kind Saints, give ear and listen,
Quickly then His words obey. (Moroni 10:29)
He will give divine assurance (Genesis 6:32-36)
God is just the same today. (Mormon 4:68,69,82)
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