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Jacob 2:22-24 Think of your brethren, like unto
yourselves, and be familiar with all, and free with
your substance, that they may be rich like unto you.
But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom
of God. And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ,
ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will
seek them, for the intent to do good; to clothe
the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to
liberate the captive, and administer relief
to the sick, and the afflicted.
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From the 2022/2023
Coordinating Council
of the Conference of
Restoration Elders

Jay Havener
Elder, attends the Oakwood, Michigan,
congregation

By Elder Steve Kropp
Chairman, Coordinating Council

Conference Chairman:
Brian Mundy
Elder, attends the Missionary congregation
(Missouri)

in the worthy name of Jesus Christ
G reetings
and in the testimony that He lives and is
aware of every one of our needs physically and
spiritually. On behalf of those elected as the
Coordinating Council, to provide ministry in the
interim period between the annual conference, I
want to introduce those who are serving on the
coordinating council this year.
Zach Wilson
Elder, attends the Living Hope congregation
(Missouri)
Benji Pedersen
Elder, attends the Outreach congregation
(Missouri)
Jason Anderson
Elder, attends the Colbern Road congregation
(Missouri)
Larry Cottrill
Elder, attends the All-Saints congregation
(Online)
Sean Telljohann
Elder, attends a Lima, Ohio, congregation
Marciano Pamongcales
Elder, attends the Tagum City congregation in
the Philippines
Eric Odida
Elder, attends the Kisumu congregation in Kenya

Steve Kropp
Elder, attends the Wellington congregation
(Missouri)

Counselors to the Conference Chairman:
Aaron Smith
Attends the Oak Grove congregation
(Missouri)
Dave Joyce
Attends the Morgantown, West Virginia
congregation
One thought I would like to present as we
continue on our probationary period here on this
earth. As you see those listed who are called to
serve, please feel free to reach out to them to bring
ministry in your congregation, wherever you may
reside. (The Conference of Restoration Elders –
eldersconference.org)
Although we worship with different congregations
around the world, we recognize that we are
members of Christ’s Church. The express purpose
of the Conference of Restoration Elders is to
support and strengthen the Restoration Branches
and encourage men and women everywhere to
Worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth.
We look forward to serving you and strengthening
you in your walk with Christ as you endure in
Faith on His name to the end. Amen.
D&C 52:9c And remember in all things,
the poor and the needy, the sick and
the afflicted, for he that doeth not these
things, the same is not my disciple.
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Weep between the
Porch and the Altar
Priesthood Assembly at Kirtland
September 24 & 25, 2022
This year, God’s ministers will have the opportunity to
come before Him to weep between the porch and the
alter on behalf of His people. We draw apart:
to prepare ourselves to serve His
people more perfectly;
to petition God’s mercy upon His
people and priesthood;
to pray for the redemption of Zion.
Let us prepare to go and weep between the porch and
the alter by following God’s invitation found in the 2nd
chapter of Joel, verses 12 & 13.

Agenda

Saturday:
7:30am
Registration
8:30
Worship: We Are to be Taught from On High
Presiding: Sean Telljohann & Ohio/West
Virginia Region
9:30
Class: Responding to God’s Call to Serve His
People More Perfectly—Teacher: Steve Kropp
11:00
Class: The Redemption of Zion—
Teacher: Benji Pedersen
12:30pm Lunch & Time for Personal Preparation
3:00
Temple Preparation Service: Preparing to
Weep Between the Porch & the Altar—
Presiding: Jason Anderson
5:15
Gather at the Temple
5:30-7:30 Worship in the Temple: Weep for God’s Mercy
Presiding: Brian Mundy
Sunday:
7:45am
Gather at the Temple
8:00-10:00 Worship in the Temple: Weep for the
Redemption of Zion
Presiding: Richard Neill

Please register using the following link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022KirtlandPHAssembly
Sponsored by the Conference of Restoration Elders
www.eldersconference.org
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Restoration Women’s
Council Fall Retreat
September 10-11, 2022
8:30am Saturday - Noon Sunday
Odessa Hills Campground
Theme: “I Will Help You Fill Your Cup”
Galations 6:10; Matthew 25: 36-41
Speakers: Amy Burk and Riane Marsh

Child Care available
Saturday 8:30am - 3:00pm
All weekend $40/One Day $20
Please let us know if you will be
utilizing babysitting or if you have any
dietary restrictions.

RSVP to
Karen Parker: karenleeparker@yahoo.com
or 816-589-4633 by August 30th

The Good Samaritan
& A Real-Life
Experience &
Testimony

Jesus had shared the Two Great Commandments
at this time (Matthew 22:34-39), before the
question was asked of Him about eternal life by
the lawyer. In Matthew, a lawyer also tempted
Jesus when he asked Him the question, which
is the great commandment. Since the lawyer is
not identified, we don’t know for sure if he is the
same person.

By Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, Missouri
the evening of Wednesday, January 26 ,
O n2022,
after attending a very fine prayer
th

service, I returned to my home. It was very cold
that night. The temperature was in the teens. I
decided to take our dog Crosby out for a walk
just before 9 PM and then be in for the night. I
did not know that I was about to enter into the
parable-like experience of the Good Samaritan
and be taught some things by the Spirit.
I begin by giving some information about this
parable which is recorded in Luke 10:26-38. I do
this to give a fuller setting of what was about to
take place on my walk. The parable begins with
these words.
“And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and
tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life? He (Jesus) said unto him,
What is written in the law? How readest thou?
And he answering, said, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself. And he (Jesus) said
unto him, Thou hast answered right; this do, and
thou shalt live.”
We recognize that when the lawyer answered
Jesus’s question that he responded by stating the
Two Great Commandments. Since it says that
the lawyer was “tempting” Jesus, there is the
suggestion that he might not have been asking
the question in regards to eternal life with a
sincerity of heart.
It is important to note that we are not sure if

However, the Two Great Commandments were
also given by Moses, as the lawgiver, and are
recorded in the Old Testament. The lawyer
would have been familiar with these references,
most likely, because of having studied the law.
Following are the quotations of Moses on the
Two Great Commandments.
Deuteronomy 6:5, “And thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might.”
Leviticus 19:18, “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear
any grudge against the children of the people,
but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, I am
the Lord.”
Coming back to my original story, Crosby and I
left the house for the nightly walk. We live one
house away from the twenty-acre BinghamWaggoner estate in Independence, where we
were going to walk.
At the corner of Ruby and Osage Avenues there is
a street light. I was about twenty feet away from
the estate, and a voice called out to me loudly, “I
need help; can you help me?” In the darkness, I
could not see who it was that was calling out, or
if he was alone. I could discern, by the sound of
his voice, that it was a person in great distress.
Crosby and I stopped. I called out, “I can’t see
where you are.” Just then, a tall man stepped into
the lighted area. He said he had been beaten. As
cold as it was—in the teens—he was only wearing
a tank-top t-shirt, pants, and shoes. There was no
way he could survive in this condition through
the night.
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I asked him to stay right there under the light and
I would get him help. I went back into my house to
call 911. I didn’t want to upset him by him hearing
my conversation on the phone. I dropped Crosby
off at the house at the same time. My call to 911
was received, but while answering questions, I
saw that this gentleman started walking away
and was heading out of my sight. If he went into
the wooded area that is on the estate property,
he would not survive the night and would not
be as easy to find. I went back out to the street
light and yelled to him that help was on the way.
He was a distance
from me.
He heard me,
turned
around,
and came back to
the light. I kept
a short distance
from him, not
knowing what to
expect. In order
to make sure he
didn’t leave again,
I stayed with
him, asked him
some questions
to which he responded, and continued to assure
him that help was on the way.
Before long the police came. They casually
checked to make sure he didn’t have any
weapons. One of the officers came over to me
and asked about what had happened. The officer
then returned to the gentleman, asked him
several questions, placed him in the police car,
and then he was taken away.
In the story of The Good Samaritan, the man was
stripped of his raiment and was wounded. In the
story of this current man, he too was not clothed
for the condition he found himself in.
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the
Samaritan was not the only one who came upon
this man who had been beaten. There was a
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certain priest, and a Levite, who passed by on
the other side of the way. Luke 11:33 says, “…
for they desired in their hearts that it might not
be known that they had seen him.” They seem to
have known of his condition, because they did
not want others to know they did not help.
In my experience, the man called out to me for
help. I was the only one there. Nobody else
would have known about this man and what I
would choose to do. But I would know. When I
stepped into my house, I said to my wife, Robin,
that I have to call
911 immediately. I
knew I needed to
take action.
In the parable,
the priest and
the
Levite
“desired that their
response might
not be known.”
They knew what
they were doing
was not right.
The priest and the
Levite were not
just any two individuals. They represented the
people of Israel and the “church at large.” What
they were doing was more important to them
than helping someone in need “along the way.”
The Church cannot “look the other way.”
Jesus helps His disciples of today to have a fuller
meaning of what the True and Living Church
should be like to the world. We should live lives
of obedience with the Holy Spirit and the Great
Commandments as our guides. We should have
compassion (Luke 10:34), and should care for
one another (Luke 10:36).
In Luke 10:37-38, Jesus concludes the parable
story by asking the question to the lawyer, in this
manner:
“Who now of these three, thinkest thou, was

neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?
And he said, He who showed mercy on him,
Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do likewise.”
By Jesus asking the lawyer “which of the three
men, who came upon the man who was injured,
was neighbor,” Jesus was tying this question
directly to the lawyer’s response that he had
given to Jesus, “love thy neighbor as thyself.” I
am sure this point was not lost on the lawyer. He
was confronted just like the priest and the Levite
were as to what to do. All of us must choose what
to do.
The story of The Good Samaritan is not just for
us as individuals to learn from and follow, but it
is also meant for us to learn what it means to be
the Church. The True and Living Church is that
church “who shows mercy” unto the world, as
we understand that God has shown mercy to us.
He is a God of mercy.
What Jesus has said and done, we are called to
do: “Go, and do likewise” (Luke 10:38.)
I learned some important lessons from this reallife experience. Our stories and testimonies are
not about us being considered heroes, but rather
it is about all of us doing what is right. The Good
Samaritan never thought for a moment that what
he was doing was heroic, but rather that it was
important for him to do what was right before
God by doing those things that would please
God.
I believe the Good Samaritan was good not just
because of doing this good act, but because he
was a good person. A person of principle who
wanted to do good in all that he did. I felt now
that I sensed that quality about him. I knew better
that he wasn’t as much about doing an “act” of
goodness, but rather he was a good person who
lived his life this way. This is the way we need to
live our lives.
Another thing I learned was that the Good

Samaritan was not the only one who did good
here. The innkeeper tended to this injured
man’s needs unto his full recovery. He did good
also. The innkeeper was willing to wait for full
payment of expense until the Good Samaritan
returned.
I saw the two officers treat this man, of whom
I have spoken, with kindness and dignity, and I
felt confident that he was going to receive good
treatment. We need to depend on one another to
get the job done, with God’s help and blessing.
The True Church and Living Church is to be
a people. The Church is to be a people of good will
toward men, and an instrument of bringing peace to
men and women. We are to declare that Jesus is the
savior, and all glory be to God (adapted, Luke 2:1114.)
Finally, I understood that the Good Samaritan did
not just check on the man to see if he was alive
and then leave him. The Good Samaritan bound
the injured man’s wounds, gave him medicine,
found him a place to stay and receive care, and
paid for his time in the inn. The Good Samaritan
restored this man fully and did not quit until the
work was finished.
Such is what Jesus has done for us at the Cross.
Doesn’t Jesus come to us, bind our wounds, give
us healing, invite us to abide with Him, and pay
our debt? Is it not that the Good Samaritan is a
type and shadow of Jesus Christ?
Could the innkeeper and the inn be a type and
shadow of what the Church should be like? A
place and a people that Jesus can bring people
to for healing and a revival of body and spirit?
A place of hope? A place that points to Jesus
Christ and eternal life with our Father “who art
in heaven”?
The Good Samaritan followed the need of this
man until the man’s recovery was complete and
he was fully restored to spiritual and physical
health. So must I. So must you. So must we.
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We Must Work Together
for a Solution
By Marilyn Middleton
Independence, Missouri

I

have recently become involved in a situation
with two homeless women with two service
dogs which posed many problems. Through this
experience, the parable of the “Good Samaritan”
has come to mind. I have been analyzing it and
have realized something not thought of before.
What did the Samaritan have that those who
passed by the wounded man may not have had?
Compassion—that’s obvious. But what about some
other things? The Samaritan had skills to know how
to dress the wounds and the necessary medicines
etc. to do this. He had resources to follow through on
care until there was a healing. He had connections
and knew of an innkeeper who would take care
and follow through on the plan he outlined. He
understood the danger of leaving the man in his
present condition where even more harm could
befall him. The Samaritan chose to change his own
schedule to transfer him to a safe place for further
recovery. I am not meaning to make excuses for
those who passed by. I am just realizing it is more
complicated than I had first thought.
What should be my response to the many homeless
I see daily? I have a heart to help, but what is really
helpful? Perhaps, I could give them food, money
for shelter for a few nights, but that is merely a
Band-Aid. Do I have the resources to take them into
my home and support them long term? NO. Are
there resources available now to provide such care?
Possibly if they qualify—meet the requirements of
the existing facility—and that facility has space.
That’s probably a NO. Can I provide them with
transportation to take them to agencies where they
might find more sustainable help? NO. Am I able
and knowledgeable to help them find their way
through the system? NO. Am I qualified to counsel
them, help them with mental health problems, life

8 Tidings of Zion

skills, etcetera? NO. And the list goes on. Then
what can I do?
It is apparent to me that we need many more
resources than are currently available. Could there
be a network of people with various skills, resources,
and talents who could be called upon to assist with
a sustainable plan of help for those individuals we
encounter? Could we involve our churches to step
up and provide safe parking for the night for those
who have cars? I know there are insurance factors
involved and some nightly supervision would
be necessary. There are obstacles, to be sure, but
together with God’s help we can find solutions.
Perhaps the place to start is getting a group together
who have a heart for the homeless to pray the Lord
will show us how He would want us to proceed.
This condition is not going to go away. In fact, we
expect many more people will be coming to Zion.
Many will come without resources. How can we
be ready to offer them the support they may need?
These are a few of my thoughts. What are yours?
A whole separate resolution of my involvement
in this matter was made known to me. The
people we are trying to help need to make some
effort themselves. For my assistance to have the
outcome of being successful, a plan for moving
forward needs to be in place. Blessings will come
if people are willing and able to take the first steps
in overcoming their situations and working toward
self-sufficiency. How often do we miss out on the
blessings the Lord has for us because we become
impatient, depressed, and quit trying before victory
is attained?
A substantial sum of money was given that could
have led to some permanent changes in their lives.
They do not know about this. I do not want to go
into details, but to give them such a large sum did
not seem wise. They live on the street in a very
precarious and potentially dangerous setting.
It could even put them in further danger. The
blessings are there, but the circumstances are such
that they cannot receive them at this time.
I want to be sure that I make the necessary changes
in my life so that I will be ready to receive and
gratefully acknowledge any blessings the Lord
wants to bestow on me.

Let Joy Be
Your Compass
By Sister Saralee Rhoads
Blue Springs, Missouri

is where the rubber meets the road, but it
Service
is also the calculus infusing my life with joy.
I let it direct me in my path. Last winter Bill and
I served the homeless one Wednesday morning,
never dreaming how involved we would become
with some of our community’s most fragile
members.
During my first day at Lunch Partners, I experienced
an almost audible click inside me as I realized this
was the opportunity I’d been looking for without
even realizing it. It was cold. As hungry people
poured in, it was easy to identify the homeless
without protection, the needy without access to
services, the newly poor, the unemployable, the
mentally unstable, the physically infirm. A young
woman came in carrying everything she owned
on her back. She made a dash for the bathroom to
wash up in warm water. My heart ached for her.
I’ve grown to love her and her off-the-wall sense
of humor.
Another man came in whose hygiene was about
three levels below the lady’s. He was obviously
homeless but kept his things in a camp nearby. He
walked slowly through the shopping line, and I
offered him a loaf of bread. “What’s your name?”
I asked. His infectious grin warmed my heart.
“You can call me…or you can call me…or you
can call me…” We settled on a name, and now it’s
like meeting an old friend. “Miss Saralee, I loved
that spaghetti. I didn’t know anyone could make
it better than my mom!” You see, I found so much
joy in serving in the dining room on Wednesdays,
that now I also cook on Fridays. The choice wasn’t

hard…I just
followed my
joy.
We who love
the concept of
Zion embody
that concept
when
we
reach out in
ministry to others. It comes at different times and
in different ways for all of us, but worship without
an element of service borders on the pharisaical.
Now, before we reach the lynching stage, let me
clarify: I do consider motherhood the highest
calling and service. I do recognize that different
seasons of our lives offer different opportunities
for outreach…but the Church, by nature and
definition, must exercise its moral imperative in
giving service to some degree, or it is dead indeed.
For some time, Bill and I have felt deeply
the Restoration injunction of Section 70:3d,
“nevertheless in your temporal things you shall
be equal, and this not grudgingly, otherwise the
abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be
withheld.” At present, we have no Order of Enoch
to put this principle into practice, but there are
several laudable stopgap measures. It, therefore,
is incumbent upon the general membership to
individually step in and breathe this principle
into life.
Is this the final answer to establishing the
Kingdom and abolishing poverty? Of course not.
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•
•

Is it valuable? It is to the hungry who eat our
hot meals three times a week! We feed 300 to 375
needy folks each week, provide them groceries,
fresh produce, and clothing free of charge. With
rising inflation and increasing needs, this number
is poised to increase in the near future.
Did I go home hooked after my first visit? You
bet I did! If you have a heart for helping the poor,
there are several ways you may be of service:
Volunteers are always welcome!
• We would love to have two dishwashing
shifts, 7:30 am to 10:30 am and 10:30 am to
1:30 pm Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. If
you cannot commit to regular service, would
you be willing to serve as a substitute or
backup for others?
• We need a volunteer who can pick up food
on Saturdays using his/her own vehicle
between 8:00-10:00 am.
• We need volunteers to sort donated food on
Monday, Tuesday, and Friday from 8:00-9:30 am.
• We need a volunteer to help with food
preparation on Mondays, 7:00-10:30 am.
• We need volunteers to replace staff missing
during the summer…I will be helping at
camps through most of July, for example.
• Join our Clothes Closet staff and serve every
Friday from 10 am – 1 pm.
If you’d love to help but can’t…we do need
monetary donations as well!
• Lunch Partner expenditures average $4000 a
month, split fairly equally between
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infrastructure (repairs, utility sharing,
insurance) and operations (food, packaging,
paper products, and kitchen tools).
$300 buys hamburger for one lunch meal for
the beloveds who utilize our services.
We spend $40 a day to package the meals
received so they can be taken. Our meals are
protein-stacked and often large enough to
cover two days of nourishment.

I realize there isn’t room for all of us on a Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday…but there is room for
everyone in spirit and by proxy. Everyone can
pray for the ministry needed by the homeless.
If you cannot come, participate by sponsorship.
Do you realize that $20/month by 200 people
would nearly fund the program annually? Do
you realize that branches could underwrite bigticket purchases once a year, providing necessary
equipment and repairs? Corporate sponsors
would be wonderful! Consider asking your
employer or company foundation to help!
The Lunch Partner ministry has been housed
for more than thirty years in a space at the
basement of the old William Chrisman High
School on Lexington in Independence. Portions
of four floors are committed to L.P. usage on a
cost-share basis from the Remnant Church, and
you may find a video about this ministry on
their website. A member of the Remnant church
sits on their board to help them with financial
matters, and you can contact him at DKELEHER@
THEREMNANTCHURCH.COM.
We who long for the Kingdom need to have a
heart for the poor. These people did not ask to be
in the condition in which we find them. Some lost
jobs and lost their way. Some lack the discipline
needed to hold down a job. Many lack the social
skills to meet the public. The Unity Center strives
to meet those needs one by one with intensive
rehabilitation, and the Community Services
League reaches out in big ways…but it takes all
of us to step in where we find a need and apply
the healing love of Christ. If I cannot heal, I can at
least feed.

Walk the Talk Camp
2022
By Director Aubree Wilson
Independence, Missouri

the Talk Camp is an experience that
Walk
gets campers and staff connected to the

community and involved in a ministry that pours
out the love that God showed us, to others. Isaiah
58:10 declares, “If you pour yourself out for the
hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then
your light will rise in the darkness and your gloom
will be as the noonday.” One theme that runs all
throughout the Bible is that God closely identifies
with and cares for the plight of the poor, and that
to serve them is to serve Him. Consequently, we
serve with humility, knowing that we’re working
with those God dearly loves.
On Monday camp started with us hosting a group
called Pro Deo, which was started by a police officer
in Lees Summit who saw a need for after-school
programs for kids in order to keep them occupied.
The August heat served its purpose, and the water
games were a hit for the entire group. Campfire in
the middle of Independence differs from the quiet
night sounds of the country, but as I told the kids
the first night with car sounds and dogs barking,
God’s Spirit finds us in the hustle and
bustle of every day if we seek Him.

We then had a picnic lunch at the World War I
Museum and headed straight to our next volunteer
opportunity which was the Police Athletic League
community garden. The kids and staff worked
through the heat and helped with watering,
weeding, and mulching so that kids in the area can
enjoy fresh fruits and vegetables for a healthy diet.
It was hot and hard work, but our campers did not
complain once. Our activity on Tuesday evening
was great fun, and the kids tried their skills in
stacking pennies, marshmallow tossing, throwing
ping pong balls into peanut butter, and all sorts
of other tasks that had everyone shrieking with
laughter.
Wednesday we served at Lunch Partners. Lunch
Partners is a long-standing service in Independence
that not only provides meals but groceries, clothes,
shoes, and caring individuals who are serving God
through serving others. Our campers got to serve
those in Independence with a smile and caring
words as they made their way through the lines.
We also served Living Hope Restoration Branch as
they graciously allow us to use their church as our
base camp during the week. We painted railings
and steps for their sanctuary area as a token of
thanks. We then had pool time and a cookout for
our Wednesday night activity. We also were able
to have our campfire in the pool and pray for some
campers who were struggling with health issues
throughout the week.
Thursday started with Unleashed Pet Rescue,
which meant that our campers played with puppies
who were born into a puppy mill and need help
socializing. This may have been a favorite of some

Tuesday was a full day in Kansas City,
Missouri, and Kansas City, Kansas. First,
we went to a program called Della Lamb
which serves the large population of
refugees in Kansas City. Our host spoke
of people who flee with few resources,
language barriers, and dangerous
conditions when leaving their country
to come here. We were able to help those
who help others, and it was a rewarding
experience of organizing, cleaning, and
clearing classrooms for kids and adults
who will need extra help during school.
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of our campers—and staff! We then prepared
sixty blessing backpacks to pass out in different
areas of Independence. God took our staff and
campers into the heart of need with watermelon,
cold water bottles, bags with basic needs, and
Book of Mormons. As a director, there are things
we plan so well and yet God sometimes pushes
us toward humility and trust. God took us in his
arms and helped us plant seeds of Christ’s love. We
prayed with people dwelling in tents, we gave cold
watermelon to people who hadn’t had it in years,
and when a pair of bare feet were spotted, one of us
returned to camp in only their socks.
Our final service was held Friday morning, and
we reflected on our week and what services God
is calling us to. As a reminder to the campers, we
are called to plant seeds of God’s love. Each of us
is unique with different gifts and while we may
not see the fruits of our labor, God is the one who
makes the seeds grow. Paul speaks of this in 1
Corinthians 3:6, “I have planted; Apollos watered;
but God gave the increase.”

TEAM JESUS / IIAW
and the KINGDOM /
ZION
By Muriel Winn Luedeman
Independence, Missouri

11, 2012, Jesus spoke to me as I sat in prayer
A prilmeeting.
One thing was this, “You are going

to experience things that you have heard, studied,
and imagined about the coming of Zion, and they
are going to look and feel very different than you
expect.” So, it is happening as Jesus said.

When Yvonne Carline and I met in July 2017, I asked
her about the TEAM JESUS t-shirt she was wearing
and was so impressed that I took down her name
and number, thinking I would like to connect with
her and her husband, Pastor Brian Carline.
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I patched together bits and pieces of Brother Brian’s
story. He doesn’t like to draw attention to himself,
only points to Jesus and what God is doing. They
came up from Louisiana to Independence, upon the
encouragement of a friend. He was disheartened in
his pastoring down there by the lack of response in
the church to the needs of the poor and lost in the
community.
Once settled here, Brian and Yvonne went into
prayer with like-hearted believers for three years
until they had a clear understanding about what
to do. TEAM JESUS, KC, came into being to serve
Jesus in “the least of these.” They began small with
what they had and poured everything they had
into TEAM JESUS vehicles and equipment. Total
consecration is what I have seen in everything he
and his whole team does.
Brian held a job in finance until a year ago when
his company refused to grant him time off to do
a ministry trip. They had been agreeable to his
schedule until then. He gave notice, saying a job
was not going to stand in the way of what God
asked him to do. He gave it up and went full-time
ministry. He sold his home and rents an apartment.
Several of his team members are also full time. I
don’t know how they sustain themselves and their
families. They live by faith one day at a time.
TEAM JESUS doesn’t ask for money. They move
out in faith working with what they have. As people
see them in action, they ask who they are and what
they need for the ministry. God has provided all
their needs all the time. They are debt-free on all

their vehicles, equipment, food, and supplies.
TEAM JESUS is a traveling ministry and established
working relations with several groups in other
cities and states. Not knowing anything about how
to make a mobile shower, Brian took a word from
the Lord to build a mobile shower for the Beloveds
(those in need) to his team and churches he was
partnering with. After two years, they had created
their first mobile shower with donations of a trailer,
box unit, and labor.
When Brian connected with me Saturday, July 28,
2018, at Main Street Coffee House, we talked for
two hours about Jesus and the Kingdom. I told him
about my history in the RLDS church, wanting to
be upfront and direct; when people find out I am
RLDS, the walls come up.
Brian said all that counts to him is that people love
Jesus, do what God tells them to do, and want to
bring the Kingdom. He leaves the rest to God to sort
out. He said he had no problem working with me.
Since the beginning of our relationship, he has been
faithful to assist anyway he can the things God lays
on my heart and the hearts of those in the First
Fruits Prayer Group. Brother Brian immediately
took to heart a prayer request to help a woman
we were praying for in Standing Rock Reservation
in North Dakota. He would clear a space in his
schedule after September to sit down with us to
plan a mission trip to reach out to her. That trip
happened Thanksgiving, 2018. TEAM JESUS
loaded up supplies, blankets, coats, and food
collected from donations by Restoration Saints,
and took off for Standing Rock, a seventeen-hour
trip on ice and fog most of the way with twentytwo people including toddlers, parents, and some
of the First Fruits Prayer Group.

provision so more team members could go, and
He opened more doors for Brian to minister to
other groups as well as with Eric in Kenya. Airline
tickets, food, hotels, and ground transportation
throughout, God provided at a fraction of the cost
and eleven TEAM JESUS members made the trip.
TEAM JESUS is an anchor in Independence for
outreach to the Beloveds of all conditions, providing
clothing, household goods, furniture, food,
showers, medical and dental care as needed, free of
charge. On their vision board was TEAM JESUS’S
first dream center, which is now a reality and being
established at the Unity Center of Independence,
donated by the Restoration Church of Jesus Christ,
April 6, 2019. The Unity Center is a physical anchor
in the city for activities of the INDEPENDENCE IS
ALIVE AND WELL INITIATIVE (IIAW), who sends
out large teams of LDS missionaries and members
to edge and clear the streets of litter one Saturday
each month. It will soon have temporary housing
for sex-trafficking and domestic-abuse survivors.
Everything TEAM JESUS does starts with prayer
and faith, believing that what God initiates, He will
define and facilitate. Brian’s job is to pray and then
step into position to assist as the Lord directs. He

This is the way TEAM JESUS rolls every day. In
August 2019, I introduced Pastor Brian to Eric Odida.
Brian sensed that Eric needed encouragement.
That is one of Brian’s special gifts. Out of their
conversation, a trip to Kenya was planned to assist
Eric with a special project he wanted done. The trip
materialized in February 2020 just before COVID
hit. As the trip began to take shape, God multiplied
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established a vision board to write down all the
things he gets from the Lord to do for the Kingdom.
His team recites them every Sunday. When one
vision is accomplished, the Lord is given thanks
and they move forward with the next goal.
Brother Brian says he will never go back inside
four walls again. His ministry is IN the community
serving wherever and doing whatever God directs
him to do. He is not one to attend meetings unless
they lead to action for the Kingdom. He is a jumper
for Jesus. Whatever God says, Brian goes for. He
has lost ministry partners because he chose to
affiliate with LDS and RLDS people. Wherever he
goes, he tells people about what is happening in
Independence and how wonderful a people we
“Mormon” types are to work with.
I have found in Brother Brian a friend and an
advocate for the visions God has placed on my
heart for the Kingdom. He encourages me, saying,
“If God tells you to do something, you don’t have
to ask permission from anyone to do it.” He and
I working together, checking in with each other
about the things God is showing us and telling us
to do, has produced measurable changes for the
better in Independence. Brian and Yvonne Carline
are my Zion-building brother and sister.
I was asked to write this article on the Zionic things
TEAM JESUS is doing. It’s actually a lot bigger
than TEAM JESUS. Zion is coming forth through
the rest of the IIAW group, Dennis Cato, LDS
Stake President, Woody Howell, President of the
Restoration Church of Jesus Christ, and Billy Tharp
of God’s Love Ministries. The Leadership Team is
ONE. The volunteers are ONE in the essentials of
the gospel, and obeying the commandments, the
two great commandments—Love God and Love
our neighbors.
We all have a part to play in building the Kingdom,
which must come first before Zion is fully
established. We are better together than we are
alone. None of us in the IIAW would be where
we are, doing what we are doing, without all the
others. This is real Zion in action. I saw it for what
it was in 1987. I have been living in the land of Zion
for almost fifty-five years. It is just getting better
and better and really is a lot different than I ever
imagined.
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Freedom Stewardship
Ministries: May We
Bless Those in Need
By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

7:23, “And the Lord called his people,
G enesis
Zion, because they were of one heart and of

one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there
were no poor among them.”

We all know the scripture well. Enoch accepted
the challenge of his Lord and called his people to
repentance. Within the short period of one year,
the people of Enoch turned from their wicked
ways to establish a Zionic condition upon the
earth. As the Lord counseled, the people had
become of one heart and one mind, learned to
dwell in righteousness, and became a people
who had no poor among them. Certainly, the
third condition outlined by the Lord related to a
spiritual condition, but also a material condition
whereby there were no poor among them. The
fact is, as we know from scripture, all things are
spiritual to the Lord. It is our calling to see that we
have no poor among us by whatever definition
we choose for “poor.”
In Doctrine and Covenants Section 101:2e-f, we
learn that the Lord created “enough and to spare”
so that there would be no need for any of His
people to suffer from poverty. I consider this to
be a key point of doctrine because it is clear from
this passage of scripture that if poor people exist,
it must be because those who have an abundance
have failed to share that abundance with those in
need!
D&C 101:2e-f, “And, behold, this is the way, that
I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints;
that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are
made low; for the earth is full, and there is enough
and to spare; yea, I prepared all things, and have
given unto the children of men to be agents unto
themselves.”

Freedom Stewardship Ministries (FSM) was
established three years ago in the Center Place. In
the ensuing three years, so many Saints have been
generous in sharing of their abundance so that
FSM has been able to counsel those in temporal
need as to the basics of good stewardship and then
help those Saints get out of debt to the world. As of
this writing, FSM has refinanced the high interest
debt of fourteen families. This high-interest debt
has been replaced with zero-cost refinancing
and placed on a plan of fifty equal payments.
One of those families is now out of debt, and the
other families are well on their way to financial
freedom. The testimonies of these families are so
heartwarming as they have come out from under
the terrible burden of high-interest payments.
FSM has saved these families literally thousands
of dollars.
In these troubled times, more and more families
are reaching out to this ministry for help and relief.
I am today reaching out to those with abundance
to share just a portion of that abundance with
families in need. FSM is now very low in funds and
needs your generosity in order to help additional
families. Please be prayerful in considering this
request for donations. All of the families who
have been helped have made their payments
to the ministry as agreed and more families are
currently in need. God bless you as you consider
making a donation.
If you wish to help, please contact Bob Dickson at
(816) 274-1340. Your money will be used wisely.
We charge nothing to those we counsel and
finance. All of your donated money will go to a
needy family.
Mosiah 9:60-62 And again, Alma commanded
that the people of the church should impart
of their substance, every one according to that
which he had; If he have more abundantly, he
should impart more abundantly; and he that
had but little, but little should be required;
and to him that had not should be given. And
thus they should impart of their substance,
of their own free will and good desires
towards God, and to those priests that stood
in need, yea, and to every needy, naked soul.

Happenings in the
Center Place
By High Priest, Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

various ministers of the Restoration
As Branches
travel around, both in the USA and

abroad, they often are asked, “What is going on in
the Center Place?” There have always been some
good tidings as well as some tidings that may
not be so good. Unfortunately, many times, the
Saints dwell on the not-so-good tidings. This has
been a source of difficulty ever since the Garden.
Most likely, the people of Enoch did not achieve
being of “one heart and one mind and dwelling in
righteousness” over night.
There are a number of good tidings to share
about the Center Place. I would like to start with
the Conference of Restoration Elders, (CRE). The
purposes and goals of the CRE are listed on the
inside of the front cover of every issue of the CRE
magazine Tidings of Zion. The CRE has not been
supported, as such, by many Saints and Branches,
for various reasons, but that has not held back

Joint Sacrament Service
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the ministry offered. In addition to the Tidings of
Zion magazine and opportunities for priesthood
ministry to all, the CRE also offers ministry in
areas such as: Stewardship, Debt Reduction,
Domestic Outreach within the USA and Canada,
and Livestream Zoom services, which provided
much ministry during the Covid epidemic and
continues to be a great source of ministry to
isolated Saints here and abroad.

Joint Sacrament Service

Another organization is the “Pastors of Zion”
(POZ). This group is listed each week in the
Independence Examiner newspaper with sixteen
branches included. They meet once each month
and plan activities and events to reach out to the
Saints and offer very good ministry. The CRE
and POZ have worked together for many years
providing a Restoration Branch In-town Reunion
and conference, a Summer Series preaching service
every Sunday evening from June through August,
plus various workshops and retreats, etc., for all
the Saints. The CRE Restoration Women’s Council
is very active in providing classes, retreats, and
other types of ministry for the women.
One event that has been sponsored by the POZ for
a number of years is the annual Sacrament Service
held at Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/
Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch. This year it
was held on Sunday, May 1, 2022. Most, if not all,
of the pastors involved with the POZ were present
and participated in the service. Twenty priesthood,
from various Branches, ministered by serving the
bread and wine. Elder Jack Hagensen delivered
a powerful Sacrament message. Attendance was

Summer Series Panel Discussion

not what it could have been, but the Spirit always
overrides the number attending.
The CRE also works very closely with missionary
groups such as African Restoration Ministries
(ARM), Greater European Ministries (GEM),
Latin American Missions Board (LAMB), South
East Asia and Australian Ministries (SEAAM).
The virus’s effect in the last two to three years
has hindered missionaries from going abroad;
however, thus far in 2022, mission teams have
gone to Africa, Honduras, England, and Germany.
Many other good things are happening in the
Center Place, such as Independence Is Alive And
Well (IIAAW). This is an effort by many people
from various churches to help ease or remove
some of the problems of society, such as dealing
with the homeless, who they call “the Beloveds;”
trash; drugs; and trying to get people to come
together in order to build unity and stronger
neighborhood interaction.
Four to eight or more Restoration branches have
been meeting together on the first Sunday night
and third Wednesday night of each month for
worship. Services rotate from branch to branch
with each branch alternating as to being in charge
of the services.
A final note is CPRS, the only Restoration-based
school in the area. CPRS enrolls students from
preschool through grade twelve and completed
its 30th year of operation this year with over 200
students enrolled.

Book of Mormon Intern Summer Series
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Restoration Women’s Council - 2022 Fall Classes
The Restoration Women’s Council will once again be sponsoring three months of spring classes. They will begin on September 6th and
go through November 15th. The general theme for the classes is “Preparing for Zion and the Lord’s Return”. A variety of speakers will
be sharing topics based on this theme. While we were hoping to be able to meet in person at Oak Grove Restoration Branch, the
classes will only be live-streamed. The classes will begin at 10 a.m. All recordings will be available on Oak Grove Restoration’s website,
the Council of Restoration Elder’s website (in the Women’s Ministry section), and on the Restoration Women’s Council Facebook page.
The Council prays that you will be ﬁlled with the Lord’s Spirit as you listen to these women share what the Lord has placed upon their
hearts. Many blessings to each of you!
Sister Pat Chadwick has shared the following for the month of September: This month we are going to try to strengthen ourselves
spiritually. Many prophecies have been fulﬁlled and many more are being fulﬁlled even at this moment. We have taught previously
on some of these topics but many have not started to make the changes needed to build Zion or meet the Lord face to face upon His
return. Some have started but have grown weary and stopped to just rest spiritually. So, it is that I have felt led to teach again on
some of the basics of spiritual growth at the beginning of this fall session. We need a group of people who will go to work and grow
spiritually and seek to perfect their lives that God’s Kingdom can be brought forth.
Oak Grove’s livestream link: https://livestream.com/accounts/4027297?query=Oak%20Grove%20Restoration&cat=account
CRE website: https://www.eldersconference.org/Women-s-Ministry.php

Teacher

Class topic

Livestream/Recorded Links

September – Preparing for Zion and the Lord’s Return
Sept. 6th
Connie Smith
“Embrace the Truth, Hearken, Hear, and Obey
Oak Grove livestream
th
Sept. 13
Susan Freeze
“Establishing, Yielding, and Purifying Our Hearts” Oak Grove livestream
Sept. 20th

Pat Chadwick

“Awake, Awake, Treasure Up the Words of God, Oak Grove livestream
That You Not Be Deceived”
th
Sept. 27
Pat Chadwick
“Importance and Power of Prayer”
Oak Grove livestream
October – To Prepare for Zion and the Lord’s Return, We Must Become a People of Mighty Prayer
Oct. 4th
Pat Chadwick
“Importance of Giving Praise, Thanksgiving to
Oak Grove livestream
God and Exercising Our Faith”
Oct. 11th
Pat Chadwick
“Intercessions and Unanswered Prayer”
Oak Grove livestream
Oct. 18th
Julie Anderson “Growing Firmer and Firmer in the Faith
Oak Grove livestream
th
Oct. 25
Judith Hawley
“Testimonies of Answered Prayer”
Oak Grove livestream
November – To Prepare for Zion and the Lord’s Return, We Must Watch and Be Ready
Pat will teach all of November = We will only have class 3 weeks in November then we will break for the holidays.
Nov. 1st
Pat Chadwick “The Wheat and the Tares” - This is about the
Oak Grove livestream
parable of the wheat and the tares and the
angels who are ready to reap down the earth.
Nov. 8th
Pat Chadwick “It is Nigh Even at the Door” - This is about the
Oak Grove livestream
signs of the times and recent fulﬁllment of
prophecy.
th
Nov. 15
Pat Chadwick “Choose This Day” - This is about the parables of Oak Grove livestream
the Ten Virgins and the Talents and the Sheep
and the Goats.
Thanksgiving Week: We will have “NO Class” thus ending the fall session and will return in the spring.
Upcoming Events: Fall Retreat: September 10-11, 2022 at Odessa Hills Campground “I Will Help You Fill Your Cup”. Pre-registration
is requested in order to plan for lodging and food. Contact Karen Parker at: karenleeparker@yahoo.com or 816-589-4633 by August 30th.
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Keep Searching

By Elder Dennis Brown
Independence, Missouri

I would exhort you that when you
B ehold,
shall read these things, if it be wisdom in
God that you should read them, that you would
remember how merciful the Lord has been to the
children of men, from the creation of Adam even
down until the time that you shall receive these
things, and ponder it in your hearts.
And when you shall receive these things, I would
exhort you that you would ask God the eternal
Father, in the name Christ, if these are not true.
And if you shall ask with a sincere heart, with real
intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest
the truth to you by the power of the Holy Ghost;
and by the power of the Holy Ghost you may
know the truth of all things. Moroni 10:3-5.
In mid-April of 1978, I was in Salt Lake City, Utah,
for a national convention. I arrived a few days
early and since I had some free time, I decided to
tour the Mormon Visitor Center and Headquarters
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
My brother had joined the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 1957 when
I was seven years old. My family accepted his
decision at that time. I knew there was quite a
distinction between these two churches but on
various occasions over the years, I heard him
referred to as a Mormon.
The day I toured the Mormon Visitor Center, I
found the tour and presentation very interesting.
I asked many questions and purchased a copy of
the Book of Mormon that day and I was given
a pamphlet on “The Reformation” and one on
“Joseph Smith, The Prophet.”
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During the tour, I was very moved by the
presentations and illustrations that had a part in
the Reformation of the church. One statement of
significance to me was that of John Wesley…“It
does not appear that these extraordinary gifts of
the Holy Ghost were common in the Church for
more than two or three centuries. We seldom hear
of them after that fatal period when the Emperor
Constantine called himself a Christian;…From
this time they almost totally ceased;…The
Christians had no more of the Spirit of Christ than
the other heathens…This was the real cause why
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were
no longer to be found in the Christian; because
the Christians were turned Heathens again, and
had only a dead for left” (John Wesley’s Works,
Volume. VII, Sermon 89, p. 26-27.)
Another statement of significance to me was that of
Roger Williams. “There is no regularly constituted
church on earth, nor any person authorized to
administer any church ordinance; nor can there
be until new apostles are sent by the Great head
of the Church for whose coming I am seeking”
(Picturesque America, p. 502.)
As I returned to my motel, I was going over in my
mind some of the events of the tour. During this
time, I had this strong thought go through my mind,
“Time is of the essence. You need to do this right
away…” Almost immediately I had a reassuring
thought follow which was, “This is something
all new to you. It is going to be necessary for you
to search this out.” I felt at the time this second
thought must be my own thinking, but I know that
is was the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
I returned to my home in Denver, Colorado, after
the convention. I had an opportunity to finish
reading a political book, and I started reading the
two tracts and finished them. I then opened the
Book of Mormon to the first page where I found
the invitation which is above. (Moroni 10:3-5)
As I read this invitation, my attention was totally
drawn to these words in this scripture, and I read
them over several times. Since this was a time
when I was really searching in my life, the two
words wisdom and truth were important to me.

I went to bed thinking about Joseph Smith Jr.
and how he had also read a similar scripture
with emphasis on wisdom and he asked God in
prayer. James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and unbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”
I had gone to bed and was thinking about these
two scriptures and then kneeled down beside my
bed and asked God if the Book of Mormon was a
Divine book of God and if Joseph Smith was truly
a Prophet in these latter days to warn us against
evil and the situations that we were experiencing
in the world today.

as I was reading the Book of Mormon, I came
across this scripture in Alma 3:32.) Can you
imagine to yourselves that you hear the voice of
the Lord saying to you, in that day, “Come unto
me ye blessed, for behold, your works have been
the works of righteousness upon the face of the
earth”?
In the morning, I looked around my room. I could
remember the words, Keep Searching. Early
that morning, I prayed and then responded to
what I had been told in answer to my prayer. I
looked up two addresses in the phone directory
concerning the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. I drove to
both buildings later that
morning and found them
locked. Then I remembered
there was another church,
The Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. I knew this
church’s headquarters was
in Independence, Missouri,
and this church also
believed in Joseph Smith
and in the Book of Mormon.
Again, I remembered the
words of my experience,
“There was a Prophet, but
keep searching.”

In the middle of the night, I
was awakened by what I can
only describe as a popping
sound. There at the end of
my bed was a bright light
with a personage in the
center of this brilliant light.
This person introduced
himself as the Disciple John
(John, the Beloved) and
said to me in answer to my
prayer, “God has sent me to
tell you there was a Prophet
but keep searching.” The
light then moved to the
side of my bed where I
heard another audible voice
speak to me. As I listened,
this audible voice was
After this, I went home and
soft and tender and firm.
started reading scriptures to
I felt a tremendous power
find answers and later that
and burning sensation
night responded to the Holy
going through my body
Spirit telling me to call my
“Come
Unto
Me”
and especially around my
brother in Pennsylvania.
heart. This was the voice of Jesus Christ speaking
I told him that I believed that I had made the
to me as a response to my prayers. During this
decision to join the Mormon church. I started
experience, I had no fear as my room was filled
asking him questions, and he responded with the
with His love.
answers that I needed to have at that time. At a
certain point, I told him this would have to be
The words that Jesus said to me were, “Come
my own decision concerning the two churches.
unto me, ye blessed, for behold your works have
He understood and asked if I would at least
been the works of righteousness upon the face
get in contact with a former Graceland College
of the earth.” I then was delivered into a deep
classmate of his that lived in Denver. The name
sleep until the next morning. (A few weeks later
he gave me was Dan Whittemore. Before ending
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our conversation, I asked if there was a scripture
he could share with me that could help in making
my decision.
The scripture he suggested was Jeremiah 17:5-8
which was very helpful in my continued searching
of the scriptures. This scripture was a prophecy by
Jeremiah where verses 5 and 6 was a geographical
area where a church would occupy a “salt land
and not inhabited.” Then verses 7 and 8 would be
a church where a “tree planted by the waters, and
that spreadeth out her roots by the waters.”
After reading from Jeremiah 17, the Holy Spirit
prompted me to read a certain scripture in
the Book of Mormon. This scripture was the
Sermon on the Mount (III Nephi 12:14 to 13:11,
Reorganized/Restored Edition and III Nephi 2728, Utah Edition.) After reading Jerimiah 17 and
III Nephi, I was much closer in knowing what to
look for in choosing the right church.
I called the Dan Whittemore residence. Dan was
not home, but his wife, Kathy, asked if she could
help me. I told her who I was, and she shared her
own affirmative testimony with me. She invited
me to the Greenwood congregation that next
Sunday.
I was really welcomed by the members that
Sunday as I attended this congregation for the first
time. I was greeted out front by Bob Consolver
who worked for the same company I did.
In the sermon that morning, I received a special
message. This was just another witness to help
me know that the Reorganized Church was the
restored gospel and the Church of Jesus Christ. I
was baptized by immersion in water two months
later, June 18th. If you have faith in God and you
believe that he is, God is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him. The direction I received and
the choice I finally made in joining this church
have brought me great peace and joy. I am very
thankful to God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son
and the Holy Spirit for the guidance to His Church
in these latter days.
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Priesthood & Wives
Banquet
By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

110 priesthood and wives were truly
About
blessed by a wonderful banquet that was

held at the Living Hope congregation on Friday
evening, March 4th. The traditional banquet has
not been held for a number of years due to Covid
and other considerations, but the 2022 banquet
made up for lost time.
Decorations for the affair were provided by the
Living Hope branch and the church was decorated
beautifully. Food was catered by Smoke House
Barbeque and featured sliced beef and chicken
along with all the fixings, as well as a wonderful
cake for dessert provided by Mary Prater. No
one went away from the evening hungry! It
was so pleasing for the attendees to be served
their meals by members of the Junior and Senior
Classes of CPRS as well as the ZAC group. What a
professional job they did!
Welcoming remarks were made by Living Hope
Pastor Bob Dickson and by POZ Chairman Shaun
Turner. Brother Turner also made closing remarks
at the end of the evening.
The highlight of the evening, however, was a
slate of first-class entertainment. The first act was
music provided by the Sisters Eva Cartwright

and Neva Housknecht. After dinner was served,
entertainment continued with musical offerings
provided by the gospel group True Blue.
Another highlight of the evening was a soliloquy
offered by Brother Jonah Bates. Brother Bates
spoke of the experience of Prophet Joseph Smith
in the grove and continued his soliloquy by
sharing other highlights of the prophet that he
experienced during his life. At times Brother
Bates spoke while roaming through the dinner
tables and ended his sharing from a beautiful set
that had been prepared under the guidance of
Sister Joy Cain. The soliloquy was touching and
masterfully presented by Elder Bates.
I believe it is fair to say that all who were present
at the banquet were blessed by good food, great
fellowship, and outstanding offerings by the
entertainers.
A word of thanks needs to go out to Sister Janet
Dickson and other sisters from Living Hope for
their hours of preparation for the evening. All
were blessed by the presence of the Spirit.

2022 Joyful Noise
Choir
By Dori Stayton
Independence, Missouri

summer my parents moved out of their
L asthouse
of twenty-one years and brought me

an old box from a forgotten closet shelf. The box
read, “Dori High School.” I was curious what
treasures I might find in this fortuitous time
capsule from many, MANY years ago. Right on
top was a cassette and CD from our Joyful Noise
Choir dated 1996-1997…the only album we ever
recorded. As I dusted off an old CD player and hit
play, the memories came rushing back. Once I did
the math and realized this album was twenty-five
years old, I knew it was a “God” thing. I had to do
something with this, and it couldn’t be small.
The date was August 17, 2021. I had to reactivate
my Facebook account and find Matt Black, who
apparently now is also Andy Reid. Our Messenger
conversation went something like this:
“Mr. Black… I may
be speaking for
many, but your
choir was one of
the brightest spots
of high school for
me. Have you ever
contemplated
a
CPRS Joyful Noise
Choir Reunion? Like
having a concert
and/or maybe even
recording an anniversary album?”
My phone blew up almost immediately. Needless
to say, he was “in.” And so the idea was born.
I spent the next few months reaching out to
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the new CPRS high school administration and
introducing myself…telling our story and asking
if they’d be open to sharing their music library
and auditorium with us. The answer every step
of the way was a resounding, “YES!” And I am
eternally grateful.
I’ve done a number of big productions in my life,
but I’ve never felt so compelled to do something like
this before. I remember telling Mr. Schoenemann
at one point, “It’s not that I would really like to do
this reunion concert…it’s that I HAVE to.” There
was a force at work much greater than me. People
came out of the woodwork to make this event
happen.
Every time I prayed for someone with a specific
skill or talent, God would send me an angel eager
and willing. Those angels came in the form of
audio visual and sound experts, pianists, artists,
and choir members, of course. Our choir members
ranged from CPRS graduating classes of 1997
to 2031. I won’t make you do the math…that’s
an expanse of thirty-four years. Every person
worked very hard and made personal sacrifices to
bring forth this special ministry and be a part of
something greater than themselves.
Our concert on April 30th was a well-attended
event filled with songs and sharing. We laughed
and cried together. We reminisced through
memories, personal videos, and testimonies.
And, of course, we sang our hearts out. We did
not charge admission, but with a free will offering
and DVD/CD sales, we raised roughly $1,500+
for CPRS…so far.
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If you would like to
order a DVD or CD of the
Joyful Noise Choir 25Year Reunion Concert,
please email us at
CPRSjoyfulnoisechoir@
gmail.com. Both DVDs
and CDs are $10 each
and can be picked up
at the CPRS office or
mailed directly to you
for $5 more. We will
notify you once your
order is available. 100%
of proceeds will directly
benefit CPRS.
Another wonderful result of this momentous
reunion…the CPRS Alumni Association was
born. I am delighted to share that we have formed
an alumni executive committee and now have
a Facebook group! Our motto is: “Honoring the
Past. Engaging the Present. Building the Future.”
It is our goal to help CPRS alumni feel affinity
toward their school by keeping them up to date
on the goings-on at CPRS along with hosting
several social and sporting activities each year.
We will also be organizing class reunions each
spring for those celebrating milestone years. Want
to learn more? Interested in getting involved?
We’d love to hear from you! Find us on Facebook
in the group Center Place Restoration School
(CPRS) Alumni Association or inquire with the
CPRS office directly (office@cprseagles.com or
call 816.252.1715).

Restoration Women’s Council
Spring Retreat
By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

Restoration Women’s Council sponsored
T hea meeting
for all Restoration women which

was held at the Living Hope Branch on Saturday,
April 30, 2022. Approximately forty-five women
were in attendance and an extremely strong Spirit
was felt by all attendees.
The event was led by Sister Karen Parker, with the
host branch Pastor, Elder Bob Dickson, serving
as the meeting pastor. The yearly theme for the
Women’s Council is “My Cup Runneth Over,”
with the theme for this meeting being “His
Blessings Abound.”
After an opening prayer, the Holy Spirit was
invited to attend by the musical offering of Sister
Mindy Simmons of the Living Hope Branch.
Devotions were presented by the moving personal
testimony of Kathleen Cornish. Sister Kathleen
testified of the rich blessings offered by the Lord
to her during a trying time in her life. Sister Terri
Gard then followed with a ministry of music. A
worship class was then led by Sister Linda Guin
of Colburn Road branch.
One of the highlights of the morning occurred
when the women were asked to break out into a
number of small groups to share their testimonies
and prayer needs. Since the attendees came
from several Restoration branches, the small
group interaction proved to be very moving and

valuable to all. The women were asked to share
their personal prayer needs on a card, that were
then each shared with one other sister who would
be asked to remember that need in their daily
prayers.
Michelle Turner of the Missionary Branch led
a craft exercise where each of the women were
helped to create a Blessing Jar. The idea was for the
women to contemplate the blessing provided by
the Heavenly Father in the coming months. Once a
blessing was acknowledged, a note describing the
blessing would be placed in the jar. On a “down”
day, the ladies would be encouraged to go into the
jar and reflect on the blessings of the Lord.
A closing message of encouragement and
challenge was then offered by Pastor Bob Dickson
to close the worship meeting. Wonderful snacks
were provided by the women of Living Hope as
the women fellowshipped before breaking up for
the day. We wish to praise the Lord for His Spirit
which presided over our meeting.
The women were reminded of women’s classes
which would be held daily at 3:25 p.m. during
the In-town Reunion in June. The Fall Retreat
is scheduled to take place at Odessa Hills
campground on September 10-11, 2022.
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2022 CMRB
Junior High Retreat
By Deacon Chris and Sister Tikva Watson
Mayview, Missouri

and I were recently asked to direct
M ythewifeCentral
Missouri Restoration Branches

(CMRB) Junior High retreat back in March, 2022.
We thought and prayed about the request, and
eventually we felt that the Lord was providing our
way to accept this request. The retreat was filled
with many blessings and a lot of fun. We would
like to share just a small portion of the many
blessings that the Lord bestowed on us during the
retreat.
Anyone who has directed a camp or retreat knows
that it never seems like you have quite enough
time to prepare, call counselors, or set up the
schedule. Honestly, I don’t think we would have
it any other way. If we feel like we might not be
able to do things in our own strength, then we
have to rely on the Lord for help. This retreat was
no exception when it came time to setting up! Oh,
it really wasn’t so bad, but there were definitely
times we had to get on our knees to make sure
things would even get off the ground.
Our first blessing was having the retreat at all! We
kept a close eye on the predicted snowfall and any
weather that might interrupt the retreat. The week
of the retreat came and the weather predictions
were anywhere from 4-14 inches of snow. This
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was quite the difference in range and made us
question whether we should hold the retreat. One
of the staff members reminded everyone that we
needed to pray that the Lord would stifle the snow
and allow the retreat to proceed forward. Well, the
snow held to a moderate amount, and after a bit of
help from several Saints, along with one of them
clearing paths in the snow, we were able to make
the campgrounds accessible to vehicles.
Our second blessing was how many kids decided
to attend! The final attendance was twenty-eight
campers…we had been expecting fourteen after
pre-registration and taking into account the
number of campers over the past couple of years.
We quickly found out we did not have enough staff
to help, specifically counselors. That’s nothing for
the Lord to take care of, however. We prayed and
semi-frantically started calling contacts for one
more male and female counselor. With just a few
days to go before the retreat started, we snagged
two more top-tier counselors on short notice.
The snow storm turned into an awesome
testimony that was shared with us by our camp
cook. She relayed this information Friday night
before the campers arrived. The weather stations
had said that the snow had fallen quite a lot in the
surrounding areas while Odessa looked like a little
pocket where the snow was not as heavy. God is
good! Also, the way the Saints rallied together
whenever we contacted a potential counselor was
beautiful to see. Tikva, time and again after texting
one person, would be given a list by said person of
several people they knew who might be available
for the weekend last minute. This continued to
happen until she was able to line up our last two
counselors. Both of these potentially stressful
situations turned into amazing testimonies for us to
remember. The snow had not been an impediment,

and we now had all the staff we needed. Finally,
the retreat could begin.
The kids poured in Friday night and were
assigned to their cabins. After announcements
and conveying general retreat information, we
had mixers which allowed the kids to get to know
and work with one another in the form of a relay
race. It’s amazing how much stacking machine
nuts, blowing Ping-Pong balls across a table, and
shooting rubber bands at plastic cups can bring
kids together. After mixers and snacks, it was time
for campfire and lights out.
Saturday morning, we had an amazing class on
Zion and how we can prepare ourselves right
now with our actions and the decisions we make
in our lives. It was thought-provoking and gave
a good kick-off point for the children (and staff)
to think about the conditions we should all be
striving toward to help build Zion. The teacher
did an awesome job in relating to the kids and not
making the class dull or hard to follow. We hope
that everyone was able to take these words to heart
and that, even now, we may place this mission
near the top of our spiritual to-do lists in life.
Now, one thing that you have to understand is that
there was still quite a bit of snow on the ground.
This meant that the kids wanted to play outside
in said snow very much. So naturally, Chris had
at least a dozen or more snow-related inquiries,
and how that might be capitalized upon, before
Saturday had even started! Of course, we had to
make time for that. We accumulated all the sleds

and innertubes we could find and took them to the
dam leading into Happy Hollow. Much laughter
of bright-red-nosed children rang out through
the morning, such a delight to hear. We were so
grateful that a potential hinderance in weather
turned into a fun activity for the retreat.
Later in the day, it was time for an activity we named
“Finding Jesus.” This was an activity that sent the
kids on a journey to, you guessed it, find Jesus.
First, the campers were set off to the caretaker’s
house to find a man who had a testimony of Jesus
and the Church. As they entered the basement of
the caretaker’s house, they saw none other than
Joseph Smith Jr.! Or, at least, a very well-costumed
stand-in. Our Joseph Smith Jr. shared his story
about his grove experience and the manner in
which he found Jesus to be his Lord. After a very
well-acted performance, the kids were sent to
one of the cabins to meet Paul, and to hear how
he was saved from a sinful life and how he came
to find Jesus….Or, at least they would have, if our
poor actor who was to portray Paul hadn’t gotten
a stomach bug shorty before this event and had
to bow out before his performance. So, we had to
improvise! We sent the kids straight to the mess
hall where our retreat pastor would be portraying
Jesus. The kids filed in to greet our robed pastor
and listen to the words he shared that heeded the
wisdom of placing Christ first in our lives. There
may have been a small bump in this procession
of portrayals, but the end result was a very good
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experience thanks to our camp pastor and guest
speaker.
Sunday came around bright and chilly with the
promise of warming up as the day progressed.
We all know what Sunday means at a retreat or
camp. It means it’s time to go home, even though
we were just getting to know one another. But,
unfortunately, all things must come to an end.
First, we had a service led by the camp pastor,
followed by a prayer and testimony service. These
were always some of the most powerful moments
in a camp or retreat as a camper. We pray that the
words our young campers heard will stick with
them and lead them to a closer relationship with
God. After the service it was time to eat, clean up,
and go home. We could not have asked for better
campers. We had very few problems from any
of the children for the duration of the weekend.
There was a wonderful mix of humorous, serious,
committed, and calm personalities among the
campers. We hope there were friendships made,
existing friendships that were made stronger, and
an increased hunger for the Lord.
The theme of the retreat was “Seek diligently with
all your heart.” When we seek the Lord diligently,
we find answers to the questions we all have
burning in our hearts at one time or another. Are
we seeking direction in our lives? Then we must
seek the Lord’s direction. All other paths will prove
to be hollow. Are we in need of healing? There is
no total healing without the Love of Christ. We
may be able to mask pain in our lives, but only
the blood of Christ will wash us clean and set us
free. Are we seeking refuge from the confusion of
modern-day life? Only truth can provide clarity,
and truth is the word of God. We must hold fast to
the Word of God and seek Him always. The world
is pulling our young ones so many directions, but
they all lead to despair. Our hopes and prayers
are that we were able to adequately teach these
lessons over this retreat.
We both feel so blessed to have been able to be a
small part of these campers’ growing experiences.
May the Lord keep them and guide them for the
rest of their days.
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Sing Softer

By Elder Paul Frinsthal
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

approximately twenty of us from
Afterthe1984,
Indianapolis, Indiana, RLDS Branch

took the position of many Saints and held fast to
the church doctrine of 1830. We decided to form
a Restoration group and contact all our friends in
Independence and elsewhere for guidance and
support. For about fifteen years, we met every
Sunday to study various topics concerning church
history, doctrine, and current church events. We, of
course, always observed communion on the first
Sunday of each month, and as part of that service
we sang many of our favorite hymns, including
“The Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning.” My
singing talents are at best primitive, but I still
enjoyed singing out the words of these wonderful
hymns to the best of my ability.
On one Sacrament Sunday afternoon, my wife said
we had to have a conversation about the hymns.
In a very sweet and gentle voice, she asked me if
I could sing softer. It was her observation that I
was not anywhere near the notes as found in the
hymnal, and because of this, the other Saints were
finding it hard to sing hymns as they remembered
them. So I sang softer.
Around the year 1996, I was asked to give the
message at one of the larger Restoration branches
in Independence, Missouri. Guess what the first
hymn was in the bulletin? You guessed it…“The
Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning.” When the
congregation started singing, my heart went
soaring. It sounded like all of Heaven had opened
up and thousands of angels were singing. As
emotional as this was for me, the peak of the
experience was when I realized I could sing as

loud as I wanted and no one would actually hear
me or notice if I added new notes.
Much later in April of 2022, the Restoration Choir,
directed by Larry Ward and accompanied by
Carrie Hamilton, performed a beautiful Easter
cantata called “Jesus is Alive” made up of voices
from many of the surrounding Restoration
branches, a children’s choir, and a small orchestra.
All those who attended were truly blessed, and
my heart was full as I recalled the experience I
shared earlier.
We have been blessed with so much talent in this
Center Place with all of the choirs, orchestras,
string ensembles, soloists, pianists, organists,
and so many more that we oftentimes take it for
granted. Let us always remember to thank our
Heavenly Father for the wonderful gift of music.
It’s not only a means of worship and praise to our
God, but it can bring us closer to Him…even if we
have to “sing softer.”

Aaronic Priesthood
Retreat 2022
By Priest Stephen Hensen
Aaronic Council
Independence, Missouri

W

e had another great Aaronic priesthood retreat
this year. The Lord really blessed us again.
Our theme this year was “Hold Fast to Christ in
These Last Days.” Our theme scripture was from
Hebrews 10:23 where we’re told, “Let us hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering; for He
is faithful that promised.” We know we are in the
last days, and we need to be prepared and following
God’s commandments.
Our retreat this year was held at Zion’s Hope
Restoration Branch in Sibley, Missouri, from Friday
evening, April 29th, through Sunday afternoon,
May 1st. It started out with a meal Friday evening,
and our food was very good for the weekend! Sherri
Henson took the lead of preparing the meals. She
had the help of other members from Zion’s Hope.
They did a great job. The food was great, and there
was always plenty. We’re very thankful to all who
helped with the food this year for their willingness
to serve the Lord through service.
After the meal, we had an opening worship led
by Priest Mark McCormick. He expounded on the
theme, and we were blessed Friday evening from
the beginning of the retreat. Saturday morning, we
started with a prayer service. There is no better way
to start a day than with prayer. We’re told in 2 Nephi
14, “…ye must not perform anything unto The
Lord, save in the first place ye shall pray unto the
Father in the name of Christ, that He will consecrate
thy performance unto thee, that thy performance
may be for the welfare of thy soul.” Our first class
Saturday was entitled “Being Ready and Watching
in the Last Days.” It was taught by Priest David
Hacker. He expounded on scriptures and gave some
thoughts on being a good servant of God in these
last days. Our second class, “Will I Find Faith on the
Earth?”, was taught by Priest Phil Ocamb. He gave
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some good thoughts on how we can increase faith in
fellow believers in Christ as Aaronic ministers. He
talked a lot about the duty of angels and how they
are subject to Christ, from Moroni 7. Later on in the
afternoon, we had our third class, “Pressing Forward
by Keeping the Covenants,” taught by Elder Andrew
King. He used examples from the Old Testament to
show the importance of keeping covenants. Each of
these classes were spiritually uplifting and helpful
in our ministry. We appreciate the willing hearts of
each of these men who taught classes for the retreat.

A Newfound Church
History Site

Saturday evening our focus was visiting the homes
of the Saints. After a hymn sing led by Priest Levi
Vickery, we had prayer and went out to the homes
of the Saints of Zion’s Hope. We went out in groups
of two and three and had a great evening of visiting.
We were all blessed, the Saints who invited us to
their homes and us as Aaronic ministers. It was great
to be able to hear and share testimonies and to talk
about the Gospel of Christ. It was a blessed evening!

know where all the church historic sites
D oareyoulocated?
I thought I did until recently

Sunday morning started with a priesthood prayer
service for the men who attended the Aaronic
priesthood retreat and Melchizedek priesthood. It
was presided over by Elder Gary Wilson. We then
had a congregational prayer and testimony service.
We had several visitors at Zion’s Hope that morning.
We were blessed with prayers from the heart and
testimonies from The Lord that strengthen our faith.
That led into our worship service. We partook of the
Sacrament and Priest Levi Vickery had preaching
ministry. A couple more of the Aaronic ministers
from the retreat shared testimonies. It was a very
good service. After that we finished with a potluck
meal with the Saints of Zion’s Hope.
The Lord truly blessed us again this year. It is so good
to come together as brothers in Christ for a weekend
each year for spiritual growth and to see friends. We
want to thank Zion’s Hope and the presiding elder,
Aaron Pettingill, for letting us use their location this
year. Aaron and all the members were very helpful
and glad to have the retreat there. We thank God for
the blessed retreat He gave us and all the blessings
He gives us daily. We’re thankful for the gift of
eternal life we have through the atonement of the
blood of Jesus Christ.
Brothers and Sisters, God’s work will go forward
and we pray that we will each be a part of it. God
Bless You.
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By Rebecca Griffin
Independence, Missouri

when I had the privilege of being a part of a group
who went to a site I didn’t know existed, and it
was so close to Independence! The site is a quiet,
secluded, and serene place with a large foursided granite monument surround by trees in a
parklike setting. Each side of the monument has
information regarding a historical event of church
history, especially those that took place in Jackson
and Clay Counties. The monument was erected
in 2011 through the contributions by the Missouri
Mormon Frontier Foundation, the Mormon
Historic Sites Foundation, and numerous other
families and contributors.
One side had information about Zion’s Camp.
“Beginning, in May 1834, Joseph Smith led a
company of over 200 Mormon men plus some
women and children on an overland journey from
Kirtland, Ohio, to western Missouri to assist the
Mormons, who had been expelled from Jackson
County in late 1833, in reclaiming their property
and homes. In late June 1834, shortly after Zion’s
Camp entered Clay County, Joseph Smith received
divine counsel known as the Fishing River
Revelation, directing him to appeal for peace.
In the end, political, social, and circumstantial
events prevented Zion’s Camp from realizing
its primary objective of assisting those who had
been displaced to return to Jackson County. While
camped just a few miles north and east of this
location, a cholera epidemic swept through Zion’s
Camp, resulting in the deaths of thirteen camp
members and two local Mormon residents. After
the sickness subsided, Zion’s Camp gathered on
the Arthur property near this location where they

were officially discharged on July 3, 1834.”
Another side of the monument had the information
about the Michael Arthur farm: “In November
1833, political, economic, and religious conflict led
to the expulsion of approximately 1200 Mormons
from Jackson County, Missouri. Most of the exiles
found refuge in Clay County, some of whom found
safe haven at the farm of Michael Arthur who
befriended them. Arthur also employed a number
of Mormon men, including John Whitmer, Lyman
Wight, Levi Hancock, Heman Hyde, Stephan and
Benjamin Winchester, and Wilford Woodruff.
Church members contracted to make 100,000
bricks, constructing the Arthur home which
stood south of this monument
until 1970. Lyman Wight and
his family also occupied a
home on the Arthur property
from 1834 until the summer of
1836. Missouri church leaders
held many meetings at Wight’s
home, considered by some to be
the headquarters of the church
for Mormons residing in the
county.”
On another side of the monument
is the history of the Missouri
Presidency and High Council in
Missouri: “On July 3, 1834, the
high priests of Zion, presided
over by Joseph Smith, met on
the Arthur farm for the purpose
of organizing a general council
of high priests. It was agreed
that David Whitmer should be the first president
of the church in Missouri assisted by William W.
Phelps and John Whitmer, and twelve high priests
as councilors. A few days later, Joseph Smith, Jr.,
ordained David Whitmer as president, and William
W. Phelps and John Whitmer as assistants. He also
ordained their twelve councilors. The monument
then listed the First Missouri Presidency (First
Missouri Stake Presidency): David Whitmer,
President of the Church, W.W. Phelps and
John Whitmer as assistant presidents. The First
Councilors to the Presidency (First Missouri High

Council): Christian Whitmer, Newel Knight,
Lyman Wight, Calvin Beebe, William E. McLellin,
Solomon Hancock, Thomas B. Marsh, Simeon
Carter, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, John Murdock,
and Levi Jackman. These fifteen men collectively
constituted the First High Council in Missouri.”
On another side of the monument was “The
Testimony of the Eight Witnesses” which can be
found in the preface of the Book of Mormon. The
monument listed the Eight Witnesses: Christian
Whitmer; Jacob Whitmer; Peter Whitmer, Jr.; John
Whitmer; Hiram Page; Joseph Smith, Sr.; Hyrum
Smith; and Samuel H. Smith. “The testimony of
these witnesses has appeared in every edition of
the Book of Mormon since its
publication in 1830. None of
them ever recanted. All eight
of the witnesses to the Book of
Mormon resided in Missouri,
and five of them are buried in
this region: John Whitmer in
Kingston, Hiram Page, east of
Excelsior Springs, and Jacob
Whitmer in Richmond. Christian
Whitmer died November 27,
1835, and Peter Whitmer died
September 22, 1836, in Clay
County. The two brothers are
buried side by side in the Arthur
Family burial ground.”
This
historical
site
and
monument is located between
Independence and Liberty,
Missouri. From Independence,
take 291 Hwy north to South Liberty Trafficway,
turn west (left) and travel to Campbell Road, turn
south (left) and drive about a mile to the site. It
is located on the west (right) side of the road.
Parking, at the time being, is limited to two cars.
The site also has picnic tables and benches. It is
a great place to sit in peace and quiet to ponder
on the events that took place in this area; of the
suffering of the Saints being forced from Jackson
County in the dead of winter, and leaving their
homes and belongings behind, and facing an
unknown future here in Missouri.
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BranchesOfZion.org: Restoration-Wide Events Calendar & Directory
By Teacher Kevin McMilian, Independence, Missouri
We are excited to announce the release of www.branchesofzion.org, a website with a Restoration-Wide Events
Calendar and Interactive Branch Directory!
This website has several useful features, including:
- Joint Branch Calendar: A calendar of public events from participating branches, as well as other
Restoration events like camps/reunions/retreats.
-

Interactive Branch Directory: An up-to-date directory of all known Restoration branches in the United
States, including contact information, service times, web links, & driving directions.

-

List of Camps, Reunions, & Retreats

This website was created with a few goals in mind:
1) Help reduce scheduling conflicts between events in the Restoration
2) Encourage joint worship and fellowship with Saints from other branches
3) Create a platform for connecting with brothers & sisters in other groups, free of the walls that divide us
4) Provide a comprehensive resource for contact information for every branch in the US
It is so very encouraging to see the wonderful things happening in the church today. God is working in His people
and calling them to repentance and revival as we strive for Zion together. It is with that vision of His imminent
coming that we hope this site can be a blessing to many as it works to build bridges and bring us closer together as
one united people for the Kingdom of God.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
“How do I access the website?”
Visit https://branchesofzion.org on your computer, smartphone, or tablet.
“Which group is running the website?”
The site is not run by any specific Restoration organization. The site was created by individuals in Independence,
Missouri, and is maintained via the collaboration and support of multiple individuals and committees across the
Restoration.
“Is the website finished?”
Yes and no—YES, it is ready to use! However, we are still working on filling in gaps in the directory information
(particularly regarding branches outside the Centerplace), and we are continuing to add more participating
branches as more branches hear about the new website.
“Why are my branch’s events not on the calendar?”
Branch events on the Joint Branch Calendar are posted by their respective branches. Pastors are invited to register
their branches here: https://branchesofzion.org/participate.
“What if I see an error or omission on the website?”
Please let us know! You can report the issue at https://branchesofzion.org/contact.

30 Tidings of Zion

Domestic Outreach
Council Update

2022 Calendar of Events

2022 Calendar of Events
The Domestic Outreach Council, Council of the
CRE, has been organized for the calendar year
2022-2023. The Council is to help provide or
coordinate ministry in and to each of the regions
below.

Save the Date

There are 9 regions with 9 regional coordinators.
The regions are:

NW REGION DATES
Sept 16-18
Priesthood Retreat
Oct 7-9
Fall Conference
Oct 14-16
Fall Youth Retreat

1 Northwest, including Alaska,
		 Brian Herren is coordinator.
2 Southwest, including Hawaii,
		 John Mundy is coordinator.
3 North Central, including Canada,
		 Brian Mundy is coordinator.
4 Midwest, excluding Centerplace,
		 Dale Stafford is coordinator.
5 Centerplace,
		 Pete Hughes is coordinator.
6 South Central,
		 Bob Dickson is coordinator.
7 Mid East,
		 Frank Dippel is coordinator.
		 Frank is also the Chairman of the Council.
8 Southeast,
		 John Eichhorn is coordinator.
9 Northeast,
		 Brian Mundy is coordinator.
If you are interested in providing ministry in
any of these regions, please contact the regional
coordinator of that region. Also, if you are
traveling in any of these regions, let the regional
coordinator know as there may be special Ministry,
i.e. administrations, etc., that you might be able
to provide in that region. If you are interested in
being sent to minister or should you have any
questions, please reach out to Frank Dippel 304389-9401 or Brian Mundy 816-668-4521. Please
pray for the Council and each of the coordinators
as we strive to provide ministry to our brothers
and sisters throughout our country!

MISSOURI
Sept 10-11
Sept 24-25

Women’s Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
CRE Priesthood Kirtland Trip

Restoration Fall Youth Retreats
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION
BRANCHES CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MO
Theme: "I Will Be With Thee" Isaiah 43:1-2
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information.
Oct 7-9
Older Youth (College age/unmarried)
Directors: TBA
Nov 11-13
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: TBA
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
Oct 14-16
Directors: TBA
Oct 22-23
Junior Camp (Grades 4-6)
Directors: Jared & Crystal Lind
If any corrections or additions need to be made,
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com

The Publication Council would
like to apologize for the delay with this
issue of Tidings of Zion.

We hope you all have had a blessed year thus far!
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Change Service Requested

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES:
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your mailing address. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.
SHARE WITH US! Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news, youth activities, regional events,
etc. Send to the CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.
LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
beltonrestorationbranch.sermon.net
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org/onlinesermons
Central Florida RB
www.centralfloridarestoration.com/sermons
Colbern Road RB
colbernrd.org/ministries/sermons/live-streaming
Columbia RB
columbianrestorationbranch.wordpress.com/recorded-services
Council Bluffs, IA RB cbrb.weebly.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org/sermons.html
Living Hope RB
www.livinghopebranch.org/sermons
Missionary RB
www.missionarybranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video_audio.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/videos.html
Outreach RB
https://www.outreachbranch.org/services
Direct link: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvV8L9YORZeRTRYXS_ORaqRe6yr9i2MhB
Silverton, OR RB
restoredchurchofchrist.com/sermons/index.html
South Crysler RB
www.southcrysler.org/video-sermons
Vancouver, WA RB
www.churchofchristrestored.com/sermons.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

