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The Best Gift
of All
By Elder Jay Havener
Oxford, Michigan

Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou
“B utbethou,
little among the thousands of Judah,

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have
been from old, from everlasting. Therefore will
he give them up, until the time that she which
travaileth hath brought forth; then the remnant
of his brethren shall return unto the children of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the strength
of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord
his God; and they shall abide; for now shall he be
great unto the ends of the earth” (Micah 5:2-4.)
This Christmas I will unwrap a gift that has taken
sixty-four years to make. I can hardly wait! It is
a huge gift, and, as a matter of fact, it is too large
to place under the Christmas tree. It has taken
miles and miles of Christmas paper to wrap it. So
much so that I have already begun to unwrap it
in order to see it by Christmas Day.
Let me describe it to you. It is a gift of joy, a gift
full of memories, a gift of newness, a gift that
both fits in a box and yet exceeds the size of any
box you can imagine. It is a gift of happiness, one
of some sadness, and one that is full of hope. Its
origin was the late hours of May 6, 1957, and yet
it is much older than that. It is the gift of my life
and all that has and will transpire in it.
It is a gift that was forged in the fires of family—
family that is both present and past. A family
that both had and still has hopes and dreams,
some success and some failure, but a family that
has persevered. The gift has been wrapped in
love and joy, and, yes, some sadness for those

no longer sitting at the family dinner table but
whose memories still impact my life—the values
they lived and shared, the advice and counsel,
the unconditional love they showered upon me.
It is family that still lives and continues to grow
in love and caring.
It is a gift that continues to grow and therefore is
always new. It is a gift of layers. It is a gift that has
been enhanced by life-long friends, classmates,
those within the church, acquaintances, and
others who have shared with me their lives, their
hopes, and their dreams. It is those whom I have
met briefly along the way and in those passing
moments have shared their gifts with me. It is
those things that have made this gift grow larger
than I ever thought possible.
But most importantly, this gift that I will be
unwrapping this Christmas day is even older than
you and me. It is the gift of which the prophets
of old foretold and that the angels sang of on the
night of His birth—our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. It is in Him that we find the “wrapping
paper of love” that swaddles our lives and brings
to us that special gift that I, and you and yours,
will unwrap on Christmas Day: the gift of love,
laughter, memories, joy, and hope. Hope for a
better world, hope for better lives, hope for a
Kingdom of Peace, Righteousness, and Joy.
It is said that there are over 300 prophecies given
that foretold of Jesus Christ, about his birth,
life, and purpose. The outstanding part of these
prophecies is that they have all been fulfilled. If
one were to pick just eight of those prophecies
about the birth of Christ, each of them given by
different prophets, the mathematical probability
that those eight prophecies coming true is one
in ten to the seventeenth power. That is the
equivalent of taking that many silver dollars and
spreading them over an area and marking one
specific silver dollar and having a blind-folded
man selecting the marked silver dollar on his
first pick! The idea of all 300 prophecies about
Jesus coming true—which they did—is even
more mathematically staggering.
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But we should not be surprised because those
prophecies were given by the Spirit of God. God
who has a unique view of things. If one were to
take a string that is 2700 miles long and stretch
it across the United States from the East Coast to
the West Coast and then go to Kansas and put a
pencil dot on the string, that dot would represent
time as we know it on earth. If you went up in
the space shuttle and looked down on that string
with the little dot in the middle, you would see
time relative to eternity—the way that God sees
everything at once. He sees the past, present,
and future all at once. So when God moved the
prophets of the Old Testament and the Book of
Mormon to tell of the coming of the Messiah
born in Bethlehem, the prophets had to wait for
the event to happen, but for God, He saw the
prophecy and fulfillment all at once. Prophecy
is important to God because it represents a
completed event in God’s sight. Jesus was born
in time, but God saw it in eternity. We should
never doubt prophecy given by God, because
once spoken, God considers it as good as done.
“And there were in the same country, shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. And lo, an angel of the Lord
appeared unto them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them; and they were sore
afraid. But the angel said unto them, Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this is the way you shall find
the babe, he is wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and is lying in a manger. And suddenly there
was with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in
the highest; and on earth, peace; good will to
men. And it came to pass, when the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said one to another, Let us now go, even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come
to pass, which the Lord has made known unto
us. And they came with haste, and found Mary
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And
when they had seen, they made known abroad
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the saying which was told them concerning this
child” (Luke 2:8-17.)
Just as holy as that experience was for those
who stood by the manger on that bright star-lit
night so many years ago, we, even this day, still
gather together and are warmed by the story of
the angels singing Glory heard by the shepherds,
a carpenter, a mother, and a King. But what is
often lost in the account given by Luke is this:
the shepherds came, witnessed the coming forth
of the Messiah, and went back to their worka-day world, glorifying and praising God. So
should each of us as we consider this holy night
and the fulfillment of prophecy. The holiness of
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day should be the
prelude of living a holy witness each day of the
coming year. The babe who lay in the manger
was a gift to each of us. He came from the realms
of glory, to give himself to you and me.
There is a story of a wise king who ruled in Persia
who loved his people. He often would put on the
clothes of a working man or a beggar so he could
visit the poor and learn of their hardships. One
time he visited a very poor man who lived in a
cellar. He ate the course food the poor man ate.
He spoke cheerful, kind words to him. He later
visited the poor man and told him, “I am your
king!” The king thought surely that this poor man
would ask for some gift or favor, but he didn’t.
Instead, he said, “You left your palace and your
glory to visit me in this dark, dreary place. You
ate my course food. You brought gladness to my
heart! To others you have given your rich gifts.
To me, you have given yourself.”
On this holy night, we, like this poor man, have
been given the gift of God himself in the form of
his only begotten Son. Will we receive this gift
gladly and allow it to transform our lives?
It is important this Holy Season to wish abundant
blessings to all those who have touched our lives:
God, family, friends, and all those whom we
would be pleased to call friends. In the immortal
words of Charles Dickens, “A Merry Christmas
to us all and God bless us, everyone!”

Let Us Run the Race
By Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, Missouri

“W

herefore, seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2.)
The CRE Chairman and the Coordinating Council
had planned for an extended meeting on Saturday,
November 13, 2021. This added time would allow
for us to review the year 2021 and begin seeking
God’s will for the upcoming year, 2022.
As I prepared for bed on the Friday evening, I
contemplated about the meeting set for the next
day. I asked the Lord a single question, “Lord, what
would you want to tell us to help us do your will this
next year?” Simply, the Lord answered my query
with three simple words: “Run the Race.”
The next morning, I shared my experience with the
men. As we were giving this thought reflection,
Elder Larry Cottrill shared that he, too, just recently
had a spiritual experience about “running the race.”
God’s Spirit flowed over us as we pondered upon
what this meant.
I was familiar that “to run the race” was directing
me toward the Scriptures, but I have to admit that
I needed to search this phrase out. Although there
are several other scriptures referring to running the
race, I settled upon focusing on the above quoted
scripture from Hebrews 12.
So, what does the answer to my question mean,
and what does this suggest needs to be done? As I
thought about it, I began to look in some different
ways as to what it means to “run the race.”
First, let’s look at the reference to race as it is used in
Hebrews. The usage here is in regards to running a

race. In I Corinthians 9:18-24, there is understanding
that the purpose of the race is to “receive the prize.”
We are all familiar with this goal. Many high schools,
colleges, and universities have track teams. People
from around the world have seen the Summer
Olympic track events.
The prize is more than just the winning or the
outcome. It involves the preparation, training, and
commitment to qualify to run the race. These things
demand a focus to do the things that will make the
prize achievable. When the runner crosses the finish
line, he or she knows full well what the sacrifices
were that they made. Many things were put aside or
discarded from their lives.
However, not all races are the same. There are races
with different distances to run, such as sprints and
marathons. There are races that have more than one
racer who represent a team which are called relays.
These differences may cause some different strategies
and preparations for running a particular race.
A sprint has the sole approach of running with only
the goal in mind, which is the finish line. Because
it is a much shorter race, the runner has their eyes
on the goal solely. When one runs, they run as
fast as they can with no consideration of what the
other runners are doing. The 100-meter dash can be
covered quickly, and so the strategy is to run as fast
and as hard as one can to cross the finish line.
The long-distance races, such as the marathon, have
a different strategy. The marathon is 26.2 miles. You
cannot see the finish line from the starting line, but
you know in your mind what it takes to successfully
complete the course.
The long-distance run is what this scripture in the
book of Hebrews is written about. How do I know
this? Simply, the long-distance races are the ones
that the runner runs with patience (Hebrews 12:1.)
If patience is defined as the capacity to accept delay,
this delay will not allow the sprinter to “receive the
prize.” Some synonyms for patience are Christlike
qualities such as diligence, endurance, fortitude,
humility, and perseverance. These qualities are
essential to the work.
In the marathon race, there is a different strategy.
The runner can’t just sprint for the finish line the
entire way. The race is too long. The runners will
watch each other to know what the other runners
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are doing. One runner will set the pace. Some will
try to psyche the other runners out so the other
racers will lose hope in receiving the prize. The lead
runners cannot let a runner get too far out front in
the lead. Their eyes need to see the one pacing and
keep up with the pace.
Other strategies and trials will occur during the
race. But where the sprint has as the main focus the
finish line, the marathon is very mindful of what
those around them in the race are doing. To run a
spiritual race, we are needing to be aware of all the
others around us. We need to know where we are in
the race. We need to keep pace.
So, how do we do this in the spiritual sense? “Looking
to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” (Hebrews 12:2.) Jesus, the “finisher of our
faith,” will help us to finish the race.
I believe the Lord is calling us to be “actively
engaged.” I believe that the year 2022 is to be filled
with kingdom-building activity. I believe we are
to do many things of our own free will because
we choose to be engaged in the work, and we
choose to bring ministry to others in righteousness.
(Referencing D&C 58:6d.)
Jesus is calling us to run the race. To be able to run
we need to be in very good condition to run. “Zionic
conditions are no further away nor any closer than the
spiritual condition of my people justifies, but my word
shall not fail, neither will my promises, for the foundation
of the Lord standeth sure.” (D&C 140:5c-d)
I believe the prize, promised in this scripture, is
eternal life with God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Ghost. I believe the prize is Zion and the Kingdom of
God. “And inasmuch as men {and women} do good, they
shall in no wise lose their reward” (D&C 58:6e.) In other
words, they shall not lose the promise of the “prize.”
The year 2022 awaits us. The Lord has a plan and
goals for this year. He has always known what
lies before us in this, our day. Let us run the race
together, with Jesus as the pacesetter. The pacesetter
sacrifices Himself for the good of men and women,
that they might have “the reward” of eternal life
with Him. Jesus paid the ultimate sacrifice by giving
everything. The Living Church must have their eyes
on Jesus and do the same.
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Coming Together
as One
By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

D

&C 38:6a, “Behold, this I have given unto you a
parable, and it is even as I am: I say unto you,
Be one; and if ye are not one, ye are not mine.”
Some months ago, the pastors of four branches in the
Center Place gathered together one evening to discuss
the possibility of coming together as congregations
in joint worship services. It was determined that we
would try to meet the first Sunday evening and the
third Wednesday evening of each month in combined
worship. Our first such meeting was held at Missionary
Branch on the beautiful evening of Sunday, September
5. The service was a simple campfire held to praise the
Lord in song and worship. One hundred thirty-five
Saints gathered on that occasion in a service presided
over by the Living Hope branch and were met by a
strong outpouring of the Spirit. Those in attendance
would surely testify of the palpable excitement felt by
each brother and sister in attendance.
That service was followed up by a beautiful prayer
service held at the Outreach branch on the third
Wednesday in September. Services have now
continued as originally planned each month.
I would testify to you that as one of the original
four pastors, we did not foresee the excitement that
would fill the Saints as we have come together. Since
those original services, we have now been joined in
combined services by three additional branches. These
gatherings have been blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ
as we have made the simple attempt to come together
as One in praising our Father. I am confident that we
will continue to be blessed as we seek to follow the
calling of our Lord to become as one in praise and
worship to Him.
All branches and members are invited to join us in these
blessed meetings. You are invited to contact the pastor
of any of the participating branches for the schedule
of future services. At the present time, Living Hope,
Missionary, Outreach, Waldo, Hill Cumorah, Devon
Park, and Gospel Park are joining together. Come one,
come all, and let us become one in the Lord.

2022 Restoration
Branch Family
Reunion &
Conference of
Restoration Elders
By Elder William (Vim) Horn
Independence, Missouri

of Zion (POZ) and the Conference
T he ofPastors
Restoration Elders (CRE) invite all
Restoration branch saints and priesthood to
participate in the 2022 Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders.
The combined reunion and elders’ conference
will be held at the Center Place Restoration School
(CPRS)/Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June
19 thru 24, 2022. Once again, participation in
worship services, classes, and meetings will be
available virtually. For registration information,
go to the CRE website at
www.eldersconference.org.
Or, to register directly, use the following link,
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
2022Reunion-CRE.
Elders wishing to participate in the 2022
Conference of Restoration Elders need to
register separately using the following link,
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
2022EldersConference
or register through the CRE website.
The week will provide opportunity for worship,
classes, and fellowship for all, as well as the
elders to meet in conference. The theme for the
week is:

Take Upon You the Name of Christ
and Run the Race
There is no other name given, whereby salvation cometh, therefore,
I would that ye should take upon you the name of Christ,
all you that have entered into the covenant with God,
that ye should be obedient unto the end of your lives
(Mosiah 3:11.)
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith
(Hebrews 12:1-2.)

Below are the daily themes for the week. Sunday’s
focus is on Christ taking upon Him the sins of
the world, and the rest of the week will focus on
our response, the requirement to take upon us
the name of Christ and run the good race. Each
day will focus on an aspect of what is involved
with running the race when we take upon us the
name of Christ.
Sunday:
			
			

Christ, the author and finisher of
our faith, took upon Him the sins
of the world.

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2)
…He [came] into the world to redeem his people; and
he [took] upon him the transgressions of those
who believe on his name; and these are they that
shall have eternal life, and salvation cometh to none
else; (Alma 8:960)
Take Upon You the Name of Christ and…
Monday:
			
Tuesday:
			
Wednesday:
			
Thursday:
			
Friday:
			

Run the race set before you with
full purpose of heart and patience
Run the race holding the banner
of truth and freedom
Run the race proclaiming the
fullness of the Gospel
Run the race with a determination
to serve Him to the end
Run the race and obtain an
incorruptible crown

(Scriptures pertaining to the daily themes for the rest
of the week will be shared in the future.)
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Time to Renew
2022 Tidings of Zion
Subscription

D

ear Saints,

As many of you may recall, at the direction
of the 2020 Conference of Restoration Elders
(CRE), a process was initiated to identify those
on the Tidings of Zion (TOZ) mailing list who
wanted to continue to receive printed copies of
the publication and, for the first time, to collect
an annual subscription donation for printed
copies of the TOZ. It was determined that the
annual subscription donation would be $12
and after the initial year would correspond
with the CRE’s fiscal year, May 1 thru April 30.
Electronic options to access the TOZ, such as
email or reading it on the CRE website, were also
identified, and many of you elected to do so in
lieu of receiving printed copies.
We wish to express our appreciation for all of
you who subscribed this year to receive the TOZ
and sent in your annual subscription donation,
as well as those who gave well beyond the
requested donation amount. With your generous
gifts, we were able to cover a significant portion
of the cost of printing and mailing the TOZ this
past year.
We are now drawing closer to May 1, 2022, when
the new subscription year begins, and it is time
to renew your annual subscription and send in
your subscription donation. To electronically
renew your subscription and contribute your
annual donation, or to donate additional funds
for the printing and mailing the TOZ, you may
do so by going to the CRE website at www.
eldersconference.org, and select the Donate
button under the TOZ image. In the Note section
that will appear as part of the donation box,
please indicate that your donation is for the TOZ
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and that you wish to continue to receive printed
copies.
You may also renew your subscription and
contribute your annual donation, or donate
additional funds for the printing and mailing the
TOZ, by mailing a check to:
CRE Tidings of Zion
PO Box 4085
Independence, MO 64051
On the check memo line, please note TOZ 2022
Subscription.
Those unable to donate the annual subscription
amount will continue to receive the TOZ this
year, but we request that you communicate
that it is your desire to continue to receive the
TOZ. You may communicate this by using the
following link,
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TOZ2022
Or, send a note indicating that you wish to
continue to receive the TOZ to the above mailing
address.
Please remember to contact us in a timely way
if you have an address change. You may share
this change through the above survey monkey
link, by sending a note to the above address,
or calling the CRE office at (816) 836-3421 and
leaving a detailed message.

SAVE THE DATE!
CMBR SPRING YOUTH RETREATS 2022
Seek Diligently with All Your Heart.
Jeremiah 29:13
Older Youth - March 18th - 20th
Sr. High - March 25th - 27th
Jr. High - March 11th - 13th
Junior - April 9th - 10th

How and What
We Worship
By Elder Steve Kropp
Napoleon, Missouri

the In-Town Reunion in conjunction
D uring
with the Conference of Restoration Elders,

I was given the privilege of working with several
of the Aaronic Priesthood to provide a series of
adult classes. As the classes came together with
topics focusing on the preparatory gospel, it
became apparent that the first class of the week
needed to focus on Worship. Many of you reading
this article have engaged in hundreds of worship
services and can testify of the joy that comes from
being in His presence. In fact, Psalm 16:11 informs
us that “in thy presence is fullness of joy…”
The following scriptures were brought to mind,
and the understanding of how the Lord desires us
to worship Him came into a much clearer view. At
times our worship can take on the form of a ritual,
traditional, and comfortable experience. It is true
that worship should be comforting to the afflicted;
however, it should afflict the comfortable.
As those who participated in the Solemn Assembly
in September 2020 were reminded in the events of
the day and through the scriptures leading up to
the assembly, Israel was commanded to afflict their
souls in Leviticus 16:31 as they came to worship.
Also, in Leviticus 23:27, 32. Afflicting our souls as
we come to worship can be associated with fasting.
Challenge yourself to look deeper at scriptural
fasting, not the modern ideas of fasting from TV
or internet or an infinite number of things from
which we can refrain. Rather, afflicting our souls by
denying our flesh physical food while feasting on
the spiritual bounty associated with fasting. (i.e.–
John 4:34–“I have meat to eat that ye know not of.”)
Taking nothing away from the modern-day
images of neatly packaged worship services

with predictability, (and for some) coffee and
cappuccino bars with every effort to make us
comfortable, the images from Leviticus juxtapose
our modern-day worship.
On May 6 of 1833, a revelation was given through
the prophet Joseph Smith Jr. that struck me as very
interesting. The restored church had been upon
the earth for over three years, and the Lord saw
the need to provide instruction regarding how to
worship and what to worship.
Sect. 90:3 – And it shall come to pass, that if you are
faithful, you shall receive the fullness of the record
of John. I give unto you these sayings that you may
understand and know how to worship, and know
what you worship, that you may come unto the Father
in my name, and in due time, receive of his fullness.
Pause for a moment in your reading and ask
yourself, why, after more than three years of
the restored church being found upon the earth,
mankind still required a clear revelation on how
to worship and what to worship.
In 1828, The Webster Dictionary defined worship
as: Worship is to honor with extravagant love
and extreme submission. The idea of extreme
submission is addressed by King Benjamin in
Mosiah 1:119-120 where he informs us that if we are
to put off the natural man, we must submit, even as
a child submits to his father… True worship must
find those worshiping in extreme submission.
The 6th chapter of Isaiah contains the experience
of Isaiah being shown the throne room of the
almighty God. Most are familiar with the scene
that is described, but perhaps it will help you in
your desire to worship God in like manner to read
through the following verses?
Isaiah 6:1-10:
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord

sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple. (Isaiah’s recognition of God’s
Greatness, immensity, and worthiness of all praise.)
2 Above it stood the seraphim; each one had six wings;

with twain he covered his face, and with twain he
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.
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And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of
his glory. (Praise and recognition of God’s glory—
Satan desired to have it in Gen. 3; Jesus ascribed it
to His Father in heaven while teaching us to pray in
Matt. 6.)
3

And the posts of the door moved at the voice of
him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
4

Then said I, Woe is me! (humility) for I am undone
(brokenness); because I am a man of unclean lips
(personal confession,) and I dwell in the midst of
a people of unclean lips (corporate confession); for
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.
5

Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a
live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar; (Power to cleanse/forgive,
repentance)
6

And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
has touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged. (Forgiveness—Of all
the words we can experience in true worship of
God, our eternal heavenly Father, these four have
preeminence: “Thy sins are forgiven.”)
7

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here
am I; send me. (Transformation, action dedication)
8

The teachings of Jesus become much clearer
when we see the activities and hear the words
being spoken in the throne room of God. Jesus
communicated the way and manner in which
His Father was to be worshiped. After the House
of Israel was scattered and in Jesus’s time, there
were murmurings and disputations as to how
mankind was to worship God. The Jews had the
temple and practiced the written law, believing
that unless you worshiped in Jerusalem, you were
not really worshiping. Those in the northern parts
of Israel focused their worship more on the oral
law. In one very unique incident, Jesus addressed
both factions as He shared a cup of water with a
Samaritan woman. We all know the Jews’ hatred
for the Samaritans, and it is interesting that each
time Jesus made the trip in His ministry from
Nazareth to Jerusalem and back, He and the
disciples had to pass through Samaria.
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In this snapshot of Jesus’s life and interaction with
this woman, an interesting exchange occurs near
the end of their conversation. After He drank and
shared the living water, a statement was made,
“Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye
say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought
to worship. Jesus said unto her, Woman, believe
me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
Father. Ye worship ye know not what. We know
what we worship and salvation is of the Jews.
And the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship
him. For unto such hath God promised His spirit,
and they who worship him, must worship in spirit
and in truth” (John 4:22-26.)
We started our journey in Section 90 with the
revelation affirming that we should know how to
worship and what we worship as late as May of
1833. What would you say right now if a journalist
approached you on the street and asked, “How do
you worship at your church? What do you worship
at your church?” Paul asked this question on Mars
Hill, and we must answer the same in our lifetime.
In Paul’s day and time, the Greeks had
acropolises—high cities and the Parthenon.
They worshiped multiple gods. Pantheism is
the worship of many gods. There were idols of
wood, gold, and ivory all devoted to the goddess
Athena. Another temple was devoted to the Greek
god of war, Ares, and the Roman god of war,
Mars. The Epicureans had a motto that If it feels
good…it is good. This should sound very similar
to our modern-day theologies, avoid pain and
feel pleasure. Stoics took the position of “I will
never know ultimate truth.” Their goal was to
achieve a steady approach as to how one chooses
to react—i.e., to roll with the punches and keep a
stiff upper lip as to show their self-reliance and
self-dependence.
When asked who the unknown god was in Acts
chapter 17, Paul said, “…I found an altar with this
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I
unto you. God that made the world and all things
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,

dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither
is worshiped with men’s hands, as though he
needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things.”
In May of 1833, the Creator of the universe
instructed us as to what and how we should
worship. Just as He told the Samaritan woman
that the time would come and (then) was, that
they would worship in Spirit and in Truth. As we
read further in Sect. 90, verse 4, we continue to
receive in the 1833 instruction as to the Spirit of
Truth and that it is of God and that Christ is the
Spirit of truth.
When we gather together to worship Him, His
desire is that we worship in Spirit and in Truth.
Not just one or the other. If it is only Spirit, then
it can become a free-for-all with emotion and
self-expression the rule of the day. This results
in a lot of animation that is incongruent with the
scene presented in Isaiah 6. On the other hand, if
we worship only in Truth, our worship begins to
resemble that of the Scribes and Pharisees in that
we become very good at quoting how “RIGHT” we
are and how everyone else has it all wrong. Worship
becomes stale, traditional, and highly predictable,
which can lead us to the worship of the creation
(the law or the church) instead of the Creator.
Disciplined worship reminds us of the instruction
given to the Samaritan woman. John 4:25 – “And
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship
Him.”
Men are running to and fro, attempting to
reorganize the reorganization. His word (Jesus)
will not return unto Him void, and He is seeking
a people who will worship Him, not just in Spirit
and not just in Truth, but in Spirit and Truth. Give
Him preeminence during your days of probation
and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
Do not turn away the counsel offered to the people
in Jeremiah 6:16, “…see and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls…But they said, we
will not walk therein.”

Thursday Morning ZOOM
Worship Services
By Elder Steve Kropp
Napoleon, Missouri

have inquired about a reoccurring
S everal
opportunity to come together at the

beginning of the day to worship and engage in
prayer to encourage an attitude of gratitude.
Please feel free to share this link with anyone you
feel is seeking the Lord and may want to kick-start
their day by spending time together in confessing
the hand of the Lord in all things.
Below is the link for Thursday morning. It is set up
as a reoccurring invitation for the next 43 weeks.
Topic: Thursday Devotions
Time: 06:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
Every week on Thursday until Aug 4, 2022,
		 43 occurrences
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89084804629?pwd=
OU52dHo1cXJFaUl0SXBvdE5GaHlIdz09
Meeting ID: 890 8480 4629
Passcode: 180862
One tap mobile:
+19292056099,,89084804629#,,,,*180862#
US (New York)
+12532158782,,89084804629#,,,,*180862#
US (Tacoma)
Dial by your location:
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
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Be Ye Kind One to Another—
Even When We Disagree
By The CRE Chairman
and the Coordinating Council
The word of the Lord concerning how we are to
conduct ourselves as brothers and sisters in Christ:
of the adversary’s work of using modern
I n light
day political, social, and spiritual issues,

particularly through the use of communication
mediums such as Facebook and Twitter, to drive
a wedge in our society, congregations, homes, and
families, these words from our Heavenly Father
in scripture encourage meekness, compassion,
wisdom, and, above all, charity in our discussions
and interactions with each other.
Philippians 2:2-5 Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves…Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus;
I Peter 3:8-12 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful,
be courteous; Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for
railing; but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For
he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no
guile; Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek
peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers; but
the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
Colossians 3:12-15 Put on therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if
any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also
ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
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Galatians 5:1; 13-15 Stand fast therefore in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. … For,
brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one
another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; But if ye
bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another.
Ephesians 4:29-32 Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto
the hearers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice;
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you. When disagreements arise and offenses are given
or taken, we must Be quick to forgive and reconcile.
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to
answer every man.
Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things
which make for peace, and things wherewith one may
edify another.
Titus 2:1,3 Can a man be angry and not sin? But speak
thou the things which become sound doctrine…be in
behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not
given to much wine, teachers of good things.
Proverbs. 26:20-22 Where no wood is, there the fire
goeth out; so where there is no talebearer, the strife
ceaseth…The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and
they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.
I Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived;
communications corrupt good manners.

evil

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 Therefore if any man live in
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new, And receiveth
all the things of God, who hath reconciled us to himself
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation; To wit, that God is in Christ, reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses

unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.
2 Timothy 2:24-26 And the servant of the Lord must not
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient;
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken
captive by him at his will.
3 Nephi 5:29-31 And there shall be no disputations
among you, as there hath hitherto been; neither shall
there be disputations among you concerning the
points of my doctrine, as there hath hitherto been; For
verily, verily I say unto you, He that hath the spirit of
contention, is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the
father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of
men to contend with anger one with another; Behold,
this is not my doctrine, to stir up the hearts of men with
anger one against another; but this is my doctrine, that
such things should be done away.
3 Nephi 12:15-17 And Jesus again shewed himself
unto them, for they were praying unto the Father, in
his name; and Jesus came and stood in the midst of
them, and said unto them, What will ye that I shall give
unto you? And they said unto him, Lord, we will that
thou wouldst tell us the name whereby we shall call
this church; for there are disputations among the people
concerning this matter. And the Lord said unto them,
Verily, verily I say unto you, Why is it that the people
should murmur and dispute because of this thing?
Mosiah 9:53-55 Yea, even he commanded them that
they should preach nothing save it were repentance and
faith on the Lord, who had redeemed his people. And he
commanded them that there should be no contention
one with another, but that they should look forward with
one eye, having one faith and one baptism; having their
hearts knit together in unity and in love, one towards
another. And thus he commanded them to preach. And
thus they became the children of God.
Mosiah 11:16 Thus did Alma teach his people, that
every man should love his neighbor as himself; that
there should be no contention among them.

DC 129:9a-b The Spirit saith further unto the church:
The Lord is well pleased with the advancement which has
been made in approaching unity during the conference
year; and though there may have been differences of
opinion, these differences have been held in unity of
purpose and desire for the good of my people, and will
result in helping to bring to pass a unity of understanding.
DC 130:8 The Spirit saith further: That the elders and
delegates assembled in business capacity are counseled
to cease permitting the spirit of recrimination and
accusation to find place in their discourse, either public
or private, as it tends to destroy confidence and create
distrust not only in those present at councils where
they occur, but to those to whom the knowledge of such
a course of procedure comes by the voice of those who
are present and witness what is said and done. There
should be harmony, and the Spirit enjoins it upon all,
that the Master may be remembered as in meekness and
due sobriety he carried on the great work to which he
was called.
DC 138:3 Let the church again be admonished that
the task of establishing Zion presses heavily upon us.
Barriers and hindrances to the achievement of this
goal should be removed as speedily as possible and
practicable. To lay securely the foundations for Zion
and her buildings the work should be accomplished in
peace and harmony. Unity should prevail. To this end
all the Saints should work together in the rich fraternity
which can and will prevail among them when they
keep faithfully the commandments. Great blessings
are in store for the church if it will in faith and saintly
devotion go forward in its tasks.
4 Nephi 1:3; 17;19 And it came to pass in the thirty
and sixth year, the people were all converted unto
the Lord, upon all the face of the land, both Nephites
and Lamanites, and there were no contentions and
disputations among them, and every man did deal
justly one with another;… And it came to pass that
there was no contention in the land, because of the love
of God which did dwell in the hearts of the people…
And surely there could not be a happier people among
all the people who had been created by the hand of God:
DC 122:17b Let nothing separate you from each other
and the work whereunto you have been called; and I
will be with you by my Spirit and presence of power
unto the end. Amen.
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2021 Fall
Gathering
By Elder Thomas Mitchell
Independence, Missouri

T

he inspiration for the 2021 Spring
Gathering of the Saints sponsored by
the Coordinating Council of Elders (CRE)
originated from CRE Coordinating Council
member Jay Havener. “The field is no longer
fallow” in the Spring Gathering had continued a
yearlong focus of “The window of opportunity
to serve is open” previously inspired by council
chair Seventy Richard Neil. Much planning and
prayer was given during the summer to prepare
for a fall gathering of all Saints and what the
next theme could bring to our worship. The
theme for this fall continued a reference to the
great field already to harvest during these latter
days: “We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the
sheaves.”
The weekend opened Friday evening in the
recently renovated CPRS/Waldo sanctuary
with a preaching service as the Saints sang the
powerful and beloved hymn “Redeemer of
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Israel.” Elder Dayne Cederstrom presided as
the message of the evening was delivered by
brother Eric Odida of Kenya, with the evening
theme centered on “The window is open—it is
yet day when all can work.” Eric’s message was
drawn from the popular Old Testament story
of Ester and the importance of the covenant we
have made with our Lord and how this binds
us as brothers and sisters in a deep fraternal
kinship.
The success of the Spring Gathering format
was repeated Saturday with speaker sermons
and/or classes followed by audience responses
as led by the Spirit. The main theme Saturday
morning was to “Thrust in your sickle and reap
with all your might,” taken from section 32 of
the Doctrine and Covenants. Elder Vim Horn
presided as Elder Tom Mitchell brought the first
morning message. Brother Mitchell also reached
back to the Old Testament for the story of Ruth
and Naomi and how the covenant relationship
of individuals, and of their willingness to thrust
in their sickle and reap while the light of the
day is upon them, can have a great effect on
individuals and even nations. Even that the
Lord can restore relationships from someone
originally outside the covenant or converts to
the House of Israel or the Church today.
A recurring message in all the classes and
sermons Saturday was to fill our spiritual

storehouses, or those places in our lives where
we can accrue a bounty of blessings of God,
by keeping the commandments He has given
mankind with our eyes fixed upon the Lord of
the harvest. Brother Richard Neil, as he presided
over the first afternoon session, expounded on
this concept of how we lay up in store a residue
in the spiritual storehouse that we perish not, to
not only care for the poor and needy physically,
but also for the salvation of God’s people. For
example, every time we pray or fast or study
or serve others, we make a spiritual deposit
which fills our life storehouse. These attributes
stored in abundance are
then ready to be shared
with others in times of
need in the lives of God’s
children, whose fields
may at times be barren
for a time and where the
love of Jesus Christ can
plant a harvest anew.
The afternoon classes in
response to Richard’s
comments
continued
this theme of harvest and
spiritual storehouse by
sharing on “Gathering
sheaves into the garners.”
A scriptural reference
given was Alma 14:84-8.
Speakers responding to
Seventy Richard Neil’s
comments were Priest Steven Henson, who
continued the discussion on fasting and prayer
and service, and Elder Lucas Boyce, who shared
life stories of how God can meet us anywhere.
Lucas expounded that the Lord’s Spirit is
always with us in our daily walk, whether it’s
working for President Bush at the White House
or encountering a homeless person who shared
with Lucas the gift of inspiration to write the
ABC’s of Life.
After a break, Elder Brian Mundy presided

over the second afternoon session, introducing
comments and participation of Saints away
from the Center Place. Calling the Saints to focus
on the Lord through a hymn, he played “The
King is Coming” to set the stage to be joyful in
our warfare of what the Lord has set before us.
Elder Howard Parker’s message of the hour was
of a vision of stewardship for the storehouse.
Howard began explaining that we as infants
have tunnel vision, only caring for self, but that
our practice must be to remove the selfishness to
understand we are not the center of the universe
but we are stewards for the Lord. Further, that
we must learn it is the
Lord’s Spirit which has
power to change us.
One of the fantastic
parts of these weekend
sessions is the response
of the Saints to these
charges
in
sermons
and
class
sessions.
Comments from the
audience of Saints often
spoke of active and
responsive storehouses
that we are stewards
over every day. Other
comments were made of
not what we have to give
in stewardship but the
freedom of how much
can we give.
The Saturday evening final service was planned
as a participatory service with a theme of
“Rejoicing in the Gathering and to ‘Bring in the
Sheaves’’’ with a scriptural reference of Psalm
126:5-6. High Priest Steve Bohall presided in a
good measure of the Spirit, carefully directing
Saints to share in short, purposeful testimony
and dedications to our covenant with God.
Steve was assisted by High Priests Paul Gage
and Cloyce Coffman in this culmination of the
weekend activities.
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Youth of Zion:
Youth Gathering
By Michelle Turner
Independence, Missouri

PEOPLE HAVE NOT INVESTED IN
“M Y MY
YOUNG PEOPLE. THEY NEED A
PLACE OF REFUGE OUT OF THE WORLD.”
Last March this is what the Lord shared with me.
As I prayed about this, the Lord showed me that
our high school and college-age youth needed
a place available to them to gather. This place
needed to be open to them on a regular basis, and
it needed a gym, a room for music, a place to play
games, an elder there for any advice or questions,
and of course food. This is a big endeavor. I
prayed that the Lord would give someone else
a testimony so we could work together. In June,
He gave Tom Mitchell an experience very similar
to mine.

Bob Dickson offered Living Hope as a place to
start this endeavor. We have been having Youth
Gatherings since August. It has been difficult to
have a set schedule due to their branch having
functions; however, starting in January we will
meet every third Friday of the month.
At our first meeting, we had over fifty young
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people come. We shared our testimonies and our
short-term and long-term vision for this program.
They did desire a place like a youth center that
would be available for them. Many wanted to
have classes, some wanted open recreation time,
some wanted to be able to have programs they
could set up to help the community, and others
wanted a church library where they could learn.
They had so many ideas and some even have
plans drawn up for a place like this. One thing I
will say that they all agreed on unanimously was
that there must be food.
Tom Mitchell, Janet Dickson, and I all agree that
this program needs to be led more by the young
people. We have been watching and praying for
those who are dedicated to this. We also need
more support from the parents and branches. I
know most of us realize we are losing our youth
to this world or even other churches. We keep
asking why? We have wonderful people who are
doing youth programs in the branches. They do
great jobs! We have no desire to interfere with the
work they are doing, but we, as a people, need to
do more and invest more.
Last month the young people voted on the
name Youth of Zion. We are working on getting
a website going so it will be easier to share. We
have wonderful young people who we are trying
so hard to get to know and pray for. This program
is in its infancy and needs many people to get it
off on the right foot. We ask for your prayers and
at times, your help. Thank you, and may God
bless our efforts.

What Do You Teach?
By CPRS Admin. Elder Dan Schoenemann
Independence, Missouri

months ago, a supporter of Center Place
AfewRestoration
School asked me this question.
My first thought was the three-fold mission
statement of CPRS: provide an education that
instills a desire for Godly character, lead students
to a strong personal relationship with Jesus Christ,
and equip students with the skills necessary to
excel in society and assist in the establishment of
Zion.
However, the question was
in reference to those things
we observe happening in
the nightly news. Parents
are asking these same
questions to school boards
across the nation. There
were two areas of concern
for this supporter.
Peter states, “…of a truth I perceive that God is
no respecter of persons; but in every nation he
that feareth him and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him” (Acts 10:34,35.) He goes on
to say, “And if ye call on the Father, who without
respect of persons judgeth according to every
man’s work…” (1Peter 1:17.) We teach that God
will provide every person with the opportunity
to receive the blessings available through the plan
of salvation and that a person is judged on the
content of their character. Character education is
a growth process that unites the home, school,
and church in helping the student find a strong
personal relationship with the Lord.
In 1 Nephi 3:147-155, we find, “And I looked
and beheld a man among the Gentiles, who was
separated from the seed of my brethren by the
many waters; and I beheld the Spirit of God, that

it came down and wrought upon the man; and he
went forth upon the many waters, even unto the
seed of my brethren, who were in the promised
land. And it came to pass that I beheld the Spirit of
God, that it wrought upon other Gentiles; and they
went forth out of captivity, upon the many waters.
And it came to pass that I beheld many multitudes
of the Gentiles upon the land of promise; And I
beheld the wrath of God that it was upon the seed
of my brethren; and they were scattered before
the Gentiles, and were smitten. And I beheld the
Spirit of the Lord, that it was upon the Gentiles;
that they did prosper, and obtain the land for their
inheritance; and I beheld that they were white,
and exceeding fair and beautiful, like unto my
people before they were slain. And it came to pass
that I, Nephi, beheld that the Gentiles who had
gone forth out of captivity did humble themselves
before the Lord, and the power of the Lord was
with them; And I beheld that their mother
Gentiles were gathered
together upon the waters,
and upon the land also, to
battle against them; And I
beheld that the power of
God was with them; and
also that the wrath of God
was upon all those that
were gathered together
against them to battle. And
I, Nephi, beheld that the Gentiles that had gone
out of captivity were delivered by the power of
God out of the hands of all other nations.”
Therefore, we teach that the Lord established
this nation for His purposes and brought it into
being by His power. We teach that our nation was
founded on Christian law and that formally began
with the Declaration of Independence in 1776. We
believe that “I (the Lord) have established the
Constitution of this land by the hands of wise
men, whom I raised up unto this very purpose,
and redeemed the land by the shedding of blood”
(D & C 98:10h.) On May 29, 1790, Rhode Island
voted by two votes to ratify the document, and
the last of the original thirteen colonies joined the
United States. Christ’s church was restored on
April 6, 1830. The foundation was laid, giving the
opportunity for the cause of Zion.
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Be the Widows’ Might
By Alicia Negaard
Independence, Missouri

the Widows’ Might raised $7500 for east
B e African
widows at their craft show this

past November. Over twenty vendors sold their
crafts and other items in the gym at Center Place
Restoration School. The vendors pay a booth rental
and keep their proceeds. Be the Widows’ Might
runs a cafeteria and sells baked goods, where
all proceeds go to the fund. The largest source
of funds is donations. As people come through
and browse the booths, they decide to make a
donation to the cause. Most of the money is raised
in this way. The annual event is coordinated by
women in the Center Place from all areas of the
Restoration movement.

or living expenses. The committee sometimes
uses the money to help the widow start a small
business. Sometimes the committee has used the
money to purchase livestock for women who are
already farming. Some of the women need help
getting school uniforms and other school supplies
for their children.
In Kenya and East Africa, there is no social
security or life insurance to help the widows
after their husbands die. Most of the women do
not have a profession to provide an income. With
high unemployment overall in these nations and
no special job skills, the widows have few choices.
They might be forced into becoming a polygamous
wife or a prostitute to keep their children from
starving. Be the Widows’ Might tries to provide
real alternatives to the most vulnerable of our
Church members. Thus far, this effort has helped
over 200 widows and their families.
If you would like to help in this effort, you may
send funds to African Restoration Ministries with
direction that it is to go to Widows’ Might. Mail
checks to African Restoration Ministries, 20509 E.
Courtney Atherton Rd, Independence, MO 64058.

Instead of creating a separate organization, it
was decided from the beginning to work with
and through African Restoration Ministries to
specifically help the widows. The moneys that are
raised are sent to the Church in Kenya. In Kenya,
there is a committee of priesthood and widows.
They are the ones who decide how the money is
to be best used. In the past, the money has built
a home for a widow and her family. They have
used funds to pay widows’ medical expenses

“Widows funds assisted the widow of Elder Edwin to
move the business from where he left it. She continues
to get funds to support the business to grow.”
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A New Church
Building in Africa
By Elder Brian Mundy
Independence, Missouri

May 2021, Elder Brian Mundy and Shaun
I n Turner
were ministering in Uganda. Our

meetings and classes were primarily held in
their church building just outside Mbale in a
rural community. We became very concerned
for their safety, especially the children, because
the building which was made primarily of mud
and cow dung was deteriorating to the point of it
leaning significantly. Right behind the church was
a brick structure that was partially built several
years earlier. The Saints in the Pacific Northwest
had sent several men to Uganda who worked with
the locals to construct a new church building. We
spoke with the leadership in Uganda and formed
a budget to finish construction on this building
before the old building fell on someone.

the
deteriorating
building they were
now meeting in,
and the prospects
of the new building.
The Saints saw the
need and were so
generous that in a
short period of time,
enough money was
raised to send over
so they could finish the new building that had
been started several years earlier. In October 2021,
I went back, and the new building was completed.
The old building was gone. We now were able to
meet in the safe new facility with a concrete floor.
Everything was painted, and it was beautiful.
ARM and the Saints in Uganda want to thank
ALL who assisted in this effort financially as well
as with your prayers. Please keep praying for the
ministry in Uganda. The Church is growing both
numerically as well as in Spirit. God Bless You All!
New Church Building

Upon returning to the United States, we
shared testimonies and showed pictures of
Old Church Building
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2021 Fall Women’s
Retreat
By Dawn Beacham
Omaha, Nebraska

133:1, “Behold, how good and how
P salms
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity!”

Unity has been in my heart and prayers lately,
and unity is exactly what I found at the Fall
Women’s Retreat at Odessa Hills Campground. I
have wanted to attend this event for the last few
years, and this year I was fortunate enough to
finally make the trip from Omaha. I’m so thankful
I did! I met a wonderful group of ladies that I
can now call friends. They were all so welcoming
and thoughtful.
The two classes were taught by two fantastic
speakers. It was evident that their hearts were
truly in their lessons which made them so easy
to listen to. The chalk story was such a unique
way to convey a message. The image remains
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clear in my mind and reminds me to find the
peace in the storm. The second class opened a
new perspective for me on the age-old problem
anxiety and negative thinking. I now have a
new go-to statement to help me “capture my
thoughts” and have God take them away. I will
have God be the master of my thoughts and
feelings. I walked away from both classes with a
new list of books to read.
The weekend was full of classes, crafts,
opportunity for service, scriptural talks, and
even a special dinner to help us feel spoiled.
The ladies who put this together did a great job,
and it was so nice to see them come together
from different areas and congregations for one
purpose: to draw closer to God and on that path
draw closer to one another. I came away from the
retreat restored and ready to go.
Ephesians 4:1-6, “I therefore, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all
lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering,
forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,
In one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith,
one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.”

Living Hope Restoration
Branch Retreat,
November 5-7, 2021

talk.” It was a great weekend for Living Hope
to fellowship together and continue our growth
in serving the Lord as we had 105 people who
joined us at some point over the weekend.

By Elder Zach Wilson
Independence, Missouri

“Greater Works” - Scripture: John
T heme:
14:12, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works than these shall he do
because I go unto my Father.”
Idea: Realizing and unlocking the endless
potential of having the Holy Spirit inside us. But
more importantly, both believing and allowing
the Holy Spirit to transform us so we can do even
greater works in our service to God.
The weekend included classes taught by Margaret
and Joe Fountain that highlighted the Holy Spirit
softening our hearts in the midst of the chaos
of our lives. This was a powerful class! Muriel
Luedeman taught a class about the importance
of witnessing to our neighbors, and we were able
to brainstorm ideas as to how we can further
witness to the community surrounding Living
Hope. This was a great class that challenged
us to be a witness! Youth classes were taught
by Sherry Macomber and Becky Stayton and
included crafts with the subject of learning about
the Holy Spirit. The weather was fantastic, as we
were able to fish and have an outdoor-cooking
class taught by Chris Campbell and Ivan Bird. We
spent time in the evening in fellowship and then
were able to listen to a presentation about the
Shepherd Groups that Living Hope is creating.
Ken Schmidt spoke a powerful message about
the need for shepherd groups in meeting the
needs of our people while Jim Stayton provided
a visual representation of God through a “chalk
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Domestic
Outreach Council
By Elder Brian Mundy
Independence, Missouri

the 2021 Elders Conference, the Domestic
At Outreach
Council was formed to assist

branches and scattered Saints domestically. We
desire to serve through witnessing weekends,
preaching, evangelism outreach, youth ministry,
or any other way to assist branches or individuals
to grow the church.
Nine regions have been formed geographically
based upon membership. A coordinator was
selected by the council for each region, with
Seventy Frank Dippel being selected as the
chairman of the Council. The coordinator can be
contacted to schedule ministry as needed. The
coordinator will also be responsible for providing
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information to be placed into a database of those
who are willing to provide ministry, area of
ministry, area of travel, and length of time. For
those who are willing to provide ministry, please
contact Frank Dippel or the coordinator of the
region(s) that you have availability to minister
in.
We have received many testimonies from the
scattered Saints in various regions who have
felt isolated and alone with no Church support
available. The outreach made has brought hope
to these scattered Saints and ministry has been
scheduled for those who requested it.
D&C Section 4: 1b-c: “Therefore, O ye that embark
in the service of God, see that ye serve him with
all your heart, might, mind, and strength…
therefore, if ye have desires to serve God, ye are
called to the work, for, behold, the field is white
already to harvest.”

Freedom
Stewardship
Ministries
UPDATE as of
November 2021
By Elder Bob Dickson
Executive Director of FSM
Grain Valley, Missouri

and sisters, we are approaching the
Brothers
two-year anniversary of the establishment

of Freedom Stewardship Ministries, which took
place at the 2019 Elders’ Conference. My intention
here is to provide each of you with an update of
all the ways the Lord has blessed this ministry
and the Saints of the Church of Jesus Christ.
First of all, this ministry has been most generously
supported by the donations of the Saints, literally
from coast to coast. Donations have come in
small amounts and large amounts from many
brothers and sisters. We have received donations
in amounts of $10 to $25,000. A number of Saints
are faithful to provide support monthly in their
giving envelopes at their local branch. Large
donations have come from far and wide from
families who have never even had personal touch
from the leadership team. Many have received the
call from our Lord to simply do what they can to
help those less fortunate. Total donations to date
have approximated $150,000.
The services of FSM have been provided to many
families. Basic to the calling of FSM has been to
provide families with face-to-face training on
the law of stewardship. In our discussions with
these families, we have stressed the need to
be good stewards over the blessings that have
been provided to all of us by a merciful Savior.
Emphasis has been directed to a discussion of the

difference between “needs” and “wants.” In many
cases, our Saints have been taken captive by the
world into believing that they are entitled to all
of their wants, even if it means going significantly
into high-interest consumer debt. The burden this
debt is placing on our families is tremendous,
even to the degree of putting stress in family
relationships. Our emphasis has been to remind
our Saints to rid themselves of those unnecessary
wants, to work toward debt elimination, and to
use a portion of the monthly savings to give back
to the Lord.
Many of our consultations have not resulted
in debt refinancing. Counseling has helped the
families correct the sin of wasting a portion of the
Lord’s blessings. However, by the time you will
be hearing of this update, FSM has made eleven
loan refinancings. Our refinancing has eliminated
the interest burden on these families and has
given them the vision of a life free of debt. The
average family we have helped has seen their
monthly debt payments reduced by an average of
almost $200. One family actually has experienced
a monthly reduction in debt service of $573!
Perhaps more importantly, FSM refinancing will
eventually save these families thousands of dollars
in interest payments. The covenant that FSM asks
our families to enter into provides that they will
no longer rely on consumer credit to support their
family’s needs and that they will use a portion of
their savings to assist another family who needs
help.
Freedom Stewardship Ministries believes that other
families in the Restoration may be in need of these
services. If a family is simply in need of counseling
ministry, that ministry is available to anyone. If a
family is in need of consumer debt refinancing, we
pray that those families will approach their local
branch representative for assistance. Brothers and
sisters, we are commanded by our Lord to help
those less fortunate than ourselves. Please make
your needs known to your representative. All of
our assistance is provided anonymously and is
based on the stewardship laws of this Church.
God bless you for your generosity and for stepping
forward to request help.
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Card Table Ministry
By Priest Larry Moeggenberg
St. Johns, Michigan

started almost two years ago when my wife,
I t allNancy,
and I, along with Riley and his wife,
Sheila, had returned to Michigan from Missouri
after attending a Book of Mormon Symposium.
As good friends and fellow priesthood members,
over the next few weeks, Riley and I discussed
various methods for getting the word of our three
books into the public’s hands and, where possible,
leading some through the church’s doors.
The two of us discussed and rejected various
ideas of spreading God’s word. With Pastor Bill
McLeod’s approval, I mentioned that I was going
to take a card table uptown that Saturday, load
it with samples of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints church leaflets,
magazines, and other Christian material and chat
with passersby. Riley thought that was at least
worth a try. He said he would be meeting me there
that Saturday morning before the noon lunch
crowd arrived.
We started out with some old copies of Restoration
Voice, a few older copies of Our Daily Bread, a few
pamphlets, and my Inspired Version of the Bible
on the table. That was before COVID was in full

swing, so masks weren’t
everywhere. We set up
near the busy corner by a
local hardware store. Not
many stopped but there
were at least a few lookers.
Nevertheless, Riley and I
at least grew in friendship
and commitment as the
weeks flew by, but we
weren’t attracting the
people we had hoped to
lend support.
Maybe a change in location would do the trick.
About that time, a petition was circulating for
signatures to halt late-term abortions, and we used
this, with signs etc., to attract attention to our cause.
It worked. Many people including ladies, couples,
and young folks stopped by to sign the petition and
took a magazine or pamphlet during the process.
None of this street preaching, chatting with folks
about Jesus, or attempting to sway the public or
social/spiritual issues is for the faint of heart.
There were some people who were certainly
unhappy with us and didn’t hold back in the least.
Yet we continue in the cause.
The petition ran its course, and we looked for
another location that would attract attention or
at least be during traffic flow. We set up shop in
front of a store serving the needy and next door to
a restaurant. We sure had the foot traffic now. We
ran short of material to give away.
I contacted my dear friend Paul Ludy and his
wife, Dee. They supplied a box of Restoration
Voice magazines. I called the Our Daily Bread
organization, and they also supplied a box of
pamphlets. We were ready for spiritual business.
It happened that the manager of the store helping
those in need was a retired local minister, faith
unknown, and he welcomed us with open arms,
wishing us the utmost success.

Larry & Nancy Moeggenberg with Sheila & Riley Hall
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I began wearing my Veterans of Foreign War and
American Legion hat and jacket to bring Veterans
in. As the past local Legion Post Commander, we
soon had vets stopping by to chat for a while. We

would use this opportunity to share the gospel.
Riley is blessed with the gift of gab and has the
ability to become best friends within minutes, so
it proceeded.

Testimony

I acquired several copies of pocket-size Book of
Mormons and laid them on the table on Saturday
as gifts for passersby. WOW! The store manager
came out that Saturday to wish us well, saw the
Book of Mormons, and flew into a rage, as if we
were the devil incarnate spreading the word of
damnation. He would have thrown us into the
street if he could. I asked if he had ever read the
book, and his answer was emphatically, No. I
offered him a copy as he slammed the door.

By Janice Burt Altschul
Independence, Missouri

In another few weeks he asked for us to move,
and we did—about two feet. This time he said he
had read “that awful document.” I mention this
incident only to bring awareness of the thinking of
some people.
At times other members of the church have
attended with us to lend support, all are welcome,
and we continue to do our duty until cold weather
drives us away. We have continued through local
street festivals and celebrations of various kinds.
We give thanks to the Lord and have had no
problems with local officials or police.
We have had only limited success giving away the
small Book of Mormons; however, one gentleman
walked by, looked the table over, and promptly
asked for a copy of each of the material on the
table. Hope reigns high that some soul is turned to
the Lord by these small experiments in preaching
His word.
So, what have we learned? Be prepared for the
long haul, for the disappointments that everyone
will not accept the WORD. You will soon have a
greater appreciation for the men and women in
Joseph Smith Jr.’s day for their bravery, patience,
and tenacious attitude in spreading the word of
Jesus Christ.
Would we do it again? Yes, and will continue.
This is written not as a citation to our ability or
worthiness, only as an example that, as a whole,
we the Church cannot and need not just stand by;
we must act.

May 8, 2021, I was rushed to the ER at
O n Centerpoint
Hospital as I had not been

feeling well for a few days. While there, a COVID
test was done and confirmed that I indeed had
COVID 19. From Centerpoint, they sent me to
Research Hospital, as that is where the COVID Unit
was for the HCA Network of hospitals. The first
two weeks I was there, I really do not remember
anything except having a BiPAP machine hooked
up to my face and nurses and doctors coming and
going that looked like they were getting ready
to board a spaceship. They kept asking me if I
wanted to be hooked up to a ventilator and get the
drug Remdesivir or antibiotics, which I told them
NO. It was an everyday occurrence. I knew deep
in my heart that the Lord was going to be with me
through this whole ordeal. You see, I almost died
three times. Once from COVID & pneumonia, then
Sepsis, and then AFIB while at Research. My faith
overcame my fears, for which I am grateful. Plus,
I had the prayers of many, many people going up
on my behalf. Thank you.
Sometime during that ordeal, I had a vision. In
that vision I saw our Savior, Jesus Christ. We had
a conversation about several things that I can
remember. I know there was more, but I cannot
remember all of it. We were talking, and I asked,
“What would we have to do to bring about the
Kingdom?” He told me that we should learn to
love each other. I asked, “How can we do that?”
And very quietly and humbly, He said, “Be like
me.” Very simply, brothers and sisters, we must
learn to love each other. It’s our choice to be like
Him or walk the way of the world.
I asked Him what He was thinking when He
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created us. He reared back and laughed. And,
yes, I could see and feel His joy. He said it was
all part of the plan. I knew what plan He was
talking about—the plan of salvation that He gave
us as His gift. Yes, our Savior does have a sense of
humor.
Then He spoke directly to me. He said, “You need
to stop complaining.” I told Him I didn’t realize
I did that much. Then He asked me a question,
“Did I complain on the way to Calvary?” That
made me feel about one inch tall. I’ve been trying
really hard to overcome this fault because I want
to be more like Him.
I think the most important thing He said was
about His Church. We need to stop complaining.
Watch every word that comes out of our mouths,
every thought, every deed, for we will be held
accountable when our time comes to stand before
Him. We spend too much time doing these things.
Some do not recognize that they even do it. It’s
something all of us need to pray about daily.
While we were talking, the “tunnel” appeared.
The one everyone talks about when having a
near-death experience. He gave me the option of
going with Him or staying. I told him I wanted to
stay here to fulfill everything that I promised Him
I would do before I came here. After I expressed
that to Him, He was gone.
Brothers and sisters, I cannot explain the joy I
felt while I was in His presence and after He
left. I knew the road for me was not going to be
easy. I was at Research for six weeks. I was on
100% oxygen that whole time period. Then was
transferred to Kindred Hospital in Gladstone.
I was there for a month and then transferred
again to Ignite in Blue Springs for rehabilitation.
You will have to understand, the first ten weeks
I could not walk. While at Ignite, very slowly I
started walking again. I’ve been home now for a
little over four weeks with another hospital stay
in between. At first I was using a walker. Now I
am walking on my own with the exception of our
stairs. My husband got a stair lift for that, but now
I am starting to use the stairs again, a little at a

26 Tidings of Zion

time. Currently, I’m on four liters of oxygen. The
last week I was in the hospital, I found out that I
have severe aortic stenosis and congestive heart
failure, so now I am looking at possible open-heart
surgery. After four months and one extra week in
the hospital, I have come to know completely just
how much He loves me—all of us!
I would like to end my testimony now with these
final words. YES, Jesus lives! YES, He loves us!
Please let us as Saints forgive each other and learn
to love one another and come together in unity. I
pray we won’t wait until we are prodded to do
so. The Kingdom would be here much quicker if
we made that choice willingly on our own. I love
you all and I appreciate all of your prayers on my
behalf, and I ask that you will continue to pray for
me for the next step to getting well. I love you all!
May your New Year begin with God’s Spirit
and a new heart! Happy New Year!
Ezekiel 36:24 For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will
bring you into your own land.
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye
shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and from all
your idols, will I cleanse you.
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you; and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of
flesh.
27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments and do them.
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your
God.
29 I will also save you from all your uncleanness;
and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and
lay no famine upon you.
30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the
increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more
reproach of famine among the heathen.

The Ancient
Promises To
The Earth
Again
By Elder Eric Odida
Nairobi, Kenya

12:1-2 Now, the Lord had said unto
G enesis
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from

thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land
that I will show thee;
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing; and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
them that curse thee; and in thee shall the families of the
earth be blessed.
The Lord made to Abraham a comprehensive
statement of promises in these 2 verses. Contained
in these promises are things closest to God’s heart.
At the center of the promises are His Son and
His Kingdom. These are the ancient and eternal
promises. But His people broke the covenants and
lost the promises.
Restoration of the Promises
Each time God has called a people out of apostasy,
He has presented to them these promises. These
same promises He presented to His people
through the prophets throughout the ages. The
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and
their families, held on to these promises. Nothing
was more important. When He came to the earth,
the Lord Jesus Christ told the children of Israel
that He had come to fulfill these ancient promises.
I became interested to find out if there was
evidence that the Restoration prophets received

the same promises on behalf of the latter-day
work. To my joy and excitement, I found that the
Lord had indeed presented to the Restoration
prophets the same ancient promises. At the very
early stage of his interaction with the teenage
boy Joseph Smith Jr., the angel Moroni presented
these same promises to him. On September 21,
1823, during the second vision, Moroni presented
to Joseph two important things that would form
the mission of the latter-day work. The first was
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. In
these records are contained in word and spirit,
the ancient promises and the covenants of the
Heavenly Father. The second concerned the
second coming of Elijah the prophet. Here Moroni
quoted from parts of the prophesies of Malachi as
recorded in chapters three and four. On quoting
the last verses of Malachi chapter 4, the angel
used a little variation in the wording of the verses
in a way that revealed the hidden meaning of that
encouraging yet disturbing scripture. Thus, at this
very beginning stage of their interaction, Moroni
placed before Joseph the two key elements that
would become essential to the role of restoration:
the restoration of both the covenants and the
promises of God to the earth again.
Saints, this work is divine and so must be measured
by her people. The Lord called His Church from
the wilderness and set the ancient promises before
her just like in the ancient times. These are found
in the Book of Mormon, the D&C, and supported
by the Bible—in particular, the Inspired Version
of the Bible. The latter-day prophets received the
expanded version of the promises made to the
fathers and the prophets. You will find the ancient
promises in the Restoration scriptures, expanded
and given deeper and wider meanings in a simpler
and plainer language. They are found all over the
pages of the books and are a testimony for all that
this work is divine.
Are we not aware that we are to bring to fulfillment
that which the Lord had purposed for mankind
and this world? Has it ever occurred to you the
wonderful and great blessings yet responsibilities
these impose upon us as a church?
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