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Revised Restoration Branch Family Reunion
and Elders Conference Schedule
As we extend participation in the reunion/conference through technology to saints in other countries, we are
presented with the challenge of how to manage doing so with participants living in various time zones. There is
no way to completely address this challenge, but in order to address it in part, the reunion/conference schedule
has been revised to accommodate some of our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world. We hope the
change in schedule doesn’t complicate things for others. If it does, please email us at eldersconference7@gmail.
com. and let us know.
Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule
Standing on the Promises of God (D&C 140:5c-d) —
It is Yet Day When All Can Work (D&C 142:5a-b)
June 20-26, 2021
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SAVE THE DATE

2021 Spring
Gathering

Fall Gathering of the Saints
September 24 and 25, 2021
Waldo Ave Restoration Branch/

By Elder Steve Kropp
Napoleon, Missouri

Center Place Restoration School
in Independence, Missouri
(Participation will also be available through
technology, utilizing Zoom and live streaming
capabilities at Waldo Ave RB)

~ Gathering Focus ~
“We Shall Come Rejoicing,
Bringing in the Sheaves”

weekend of April 9th and 10th marked just
T heover
a year since the world changed relative

to those things we thought were immovable and
sure in our society. Saints from the Center Place,
Philippines, Nigeria, and other locations around
the world were able to draw apart and focus on the
only thing that is sure to not change, the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Psalm 126:5-6
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.
Galatians 6:7-10
Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well
doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of
the household of faith.
~ More detailed information will be
available in the next several months ~
www.eldersconference.org
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John Mundy

Richard Neill

Vim Horn

The focus as we gathered on Friday evening was
centered on the understanding given of the Lord
that “The Field is No Longer Fallow.” Elder Jay
Havener provided key elements of how the Lord
is moving among His people to show us that the
harvest is sure and our spiritual lives are prepared
through confession, repentance, and humility—the
preeminent focus of the Solemn Assembly—for the
work that is unfolding in these last days. If we
are not willing to open up our entire heart and not
hold back any portion of it to remain fallow, we
will not bear the fruit He is desiring from us. A
seed was planted in us, and it is starting to sprout
and grow. We are examples that the miracles of the
Kingdom follow the plow. The Church was planted
in these last days to be nourished by us and not

to be defined by us. By the end
of Friday evening, those who
took the time to attend or listen
online were challenged to not
look back but to look forward to
the harvest and the culmination
of God’s work and His promises
to the House of Israel.
Saturday morning, April 10th,
provided an opportunity for Melchizedek and
Aaronic priesthood to gather for prayer and
supplication before the Lord. Prayers of praise and
thanksgiving, as well as for wisdom, understanding,
and guidance, were offered verbally and silently
for the classes and activities of the day. One of the
prayers by a young priest touched on all aspects
of what the Lord is endeavoring to glean from us
as His people. The young man’s prayer ended
with, “(Father)…help us to have charity one for
another.”
The format for the day was slightly different in the
sense that those in attendance were challenged by
three sermonettes in the morning and two classes
in the afternoon, all focusing on the idea of the
Field is No Longer Fallow and we cannot allow
the field to return Fallow.
Aaron Smith shared with us how “As the first
fruits of Christ, we must die to self to bring forth
righteous fruit.” Jacob 3 was woven into the words
shared by Aaron in that we must be reconciled unto
Him (God) through the atonement of Christ, His
only begotten Son. “That ye may obtain a resurrection,
according to the power of the resurrection, which is in
Christ, and be presented as the first fruits of Christ,
unto God.” (Jacob 3:17) We were challenged to think
deeper in our understanding of what it means to
bring forth righteous fruit and that in the past we
have collectively been more interested in the stalk
than the fruit.
Jason Anderson was the second to present, and as he
shared the words God had placed on his heart, we
were reminded that if we sow sparingly, we will also
reap sparingly, and if we sow bountifully, we shall
reap also bountifully. Therefore, “As resurrected
Saints, we must sow bountifully.” In the course

of our lives, we cannot become discouraged if we
do not see the growth or immediate fruit from our
sowing. The counsel remains: Leave the results
with God.
Larry Cottrell was the third presenter in the morning
session, and he presented a strong case that we are
bound by our covenant to pursue righteousness.
“As a resurrected people, we have covenanted to
nourish seeds of righteousness for the Kingdom.”
The body assembled were challenged by the words
of D&C 98:13c-e, “…in as much as they bring forth
fruit and works meet for my kingdom, they shall
dwell thereon; they shall build, and another shall
not inherit it; they shall plant vineyards, and they
shall eat the fruit thereof….” The rallying voice
from Proverbs 11:18 was shared to encourage
us to not grow weary in nourishing seeds of
righteousness for the Kingdom: Those that have
sown righteousness will have a sure reward.
At the close of each of the morning presentations,
those assembled were invited to pray, testify,
and bear witness as to how the Lord is speaking
to them and how His Spirit is working with His
people. Many referenced the good spirit that
attended us during the Solemn Assembly and how
humility, repentance, and confession of our sin
as individuals and as a church has changed lives.
Prayers and testimonies were offered in between
each presentation, and others took the opportunity
to comment on the sermonette and the things
brought to their minds during our time together.
The afternoon session was led by Brother Eric
Odida, who joined the assembly by ZOOM from
his home in Africa. “The seed of Abraham—a
people planted with Christ in His death and
resurrected in Him”
was the topic of
the first class on
Saturday afternoon.
Our understanding
of God’s ancient
covenants and the
same covenant that
was communicated
to Adam, Enoch,
Noah, and Abraham
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is available to us as latter-day Israel. God’s promises
were communicated in every dispensation, and
especially to Joseph Smith Jr. as Moroni quoted
from Malachi and once again established His
promises in these last days. Understanding that
now as sons and daughters of God, we cannot be
the same person, the Old Man, as we were prior to
that covenant being in effect. We were challenged
to cast out the bondwoman (carnality) from our
daily lives and see ourselves as new creatures in
Christ and no longer servants to sin in our lives,
but truly new creatures.

Shaun Turner, “As new creatures in Christ, bound
by our common covenant, we labor together in
the Lord’s vineyard until His righteousness rains
down upon us.” The calling to be of one heart and
one mind requires that we labor together in the work
wherewith we have been called. Galatians 3: 26-29,
“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Jesus
Christ. For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if ye are Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.” We
were challenged to not focus our attention on our
past sins for which atonement has been made,
and therefore being reconciled to Christ, we look
forward to the promise with our eye single to His
glory and not on ourselves. It was emphasized that
because of what Christ has done for us, and our
covenant with Him, we are redeemed sinners and
must live our lives accordingly as Saints. As we have
been restored back to God through the covenant, we
“…shall be called the children of Christ, His sons
and His daughters; For behold, this day He hath
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spiritually begotten you, for ye say that your hearts
are changed through faith on His name; therefore,
you are born of Him and have become His sons and
His daughters” (Mosiah 3:8-9.)
Saturday evening’s closing session focused on
“Bringing in the sheaves that the Lord might
preserve the fruit unto himself.” Steve Kropp
shared the parable of the Olive Tree found in
Jacob 3. The rallying cry sown into the parable
on every page and in every aspect of the allegory
is the undying love God has for His people and
His desire to preserve the fruit unto Himself. The
righteousness of His people is a sweet savor to
Him, and it is His work and His glory to lay up for
Himself the souls of mankind who, through their
own choosing, keep His commandments and bear
out the fullness of His gospel. Jacob 3:23 describes
the peril of the Jews and their blindness, “…which
blindness came by looking beyond the mark…”
Jesus Christ is that mark, and He has labored in
this vineyard and called servants alongside Him
that He might preserve the fruit He has desired
from the beginning. At the close of Jacob 3 in
verses 147 and 148, we are promised, “….behold,
ye shall have joy with me, because of the fruit of
my vineyard. For behold, for a long time will I lay
up of the fruit of my vineyard unto mine own self,
against the season which speedily cometh.”
From Friday to Saturday evening, those in
attendance were challenged, uplifted, strengthened,
and instructed. The field is truly no longer fallow,
and it is indeed time for us to seek diligently the
Lord’s will for the Restoration and to continue to
do so until the Lord’s righteousness rains down
upon us. We are prepared for the Lord’s planting,
and we cannot allow the field to return fallow.

Listen to full sermons online:
https://www.eldersconference.org/Spring-Gathering.php

The Ground is Broken—
The Field is No Longer
Fallow—Let Us Labor
with Our Might with Him
By Elder Jay Havener
Oxford, Michigan
Transcribed and Edited from a sermon given Friday,
April 9, 2021, at the Spring Gathering at Waldo
Restoration Branch

4:1-4, “If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith
J eremiah
the Lord, return unto me; and if thou wilt put

away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt
thou not remove. And thou shalt swear, The Lord
liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness;
and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in
him shall they glory. For thus saith the Lord to the men
of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground,
and sow not among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to
the Lord, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my fury
come forth like a fire, and burn that none can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.”
Hosea 10:12-13, “Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground; for it is time
to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness
upon you. Ye have ploughed wickedness, ye have reaped
iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies; because thou
didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty
men.”
I want to begin by sharing with you my testimony
regarding the theme of this spring gathering. We
on the Coordinating Council, after the Solemn
Assembly, began to petition our Lord as to where
He would lead the church after our experiences
with the Solemn Assembly. We desired above all to
be led in any direction that the Holy Spirit would
lead. I would say that for a period of time, we
struggled to know God’s will but kept petitioning
our Heavenly Father on the matter.

As I had been praying about our December
Coordinating Council meeting, and praying and
fasting about these very things, I did not feel any
particular movement of the Holy Spirit on the
matter. On the morning of December 15, 2020,
I was, as I always do first thing in the morning,
walking my old dog along the road on which we
live. As I was adjacent to a forty-acre field that lies
across the road from my home, I was thinking that
it looked so much better plowed and cultivated
than it had for the past year or so when it was
nothing but a mass of weeds. As I looked upon it,
thinking about and wondering what crop it had
been prepared for, and as I had been thinking about
the upcoming Coordinating Council meeting, the
Lord spoke to me very briefly and clearly in an
audible voice, “The field is no longer fallow.”
I knew this was a scriptural reference but was
not sure where I had seen it before. When I got
home, I turned to my Scriptures and found the
reference in Jeremiah 4:3-4, as well as in Hosea
10:12. I was also led to a sermon by A.W. Tozer
entitled “Miracles Follow the Plow.” That sermon
and the biblical text confirmed to me that the
Church, as a result of the Solemn Assembly, had
broken up the fallow ground, and it is indeed the
time for us to seek diligently the Lord’s will for
the Restoration and to continue to do so until the
Lord’s righteousness rains down upon us. We had
circumcised our hearts in September, and now
the scriptures “The field is white” is today, more
significant to the work to which we have been
called. We are prepared for the Lord’s planting,
and we cannot allow the field to return fallow.
I want to share much that the Lord has not only
laid upon my heart these past many weeks, but
also those things He has laid upon our hearts
corporately—speaking of the Coordinating
Council and the planning committee for the
Spring Gathering. It has been abundantly clear
to us that the Lord has been in this effort just as
He was for the Solemn Assembly. All of us are
able to share the singular testimony that the Holy
Spirit has guided our conversations, opened and
enriched our minds on the deep things of turning
a fallow field productive.
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What is a fallow field? I am sure there are many
within the sound of my voice who farm and are
aware of the term. However, I wish to elaborate
on it for those non-agrarians among us. First, the
scriptures are rich with examples of preparing the
fields for the first fruits. They speak of planting
good seed, planting deeply in good soil, and
nourishing the soil so that good fruit is harvested.
Just as often, the scriptures speak of those things
that take away from such preparations and
plantings. Things such as stony ground, thorninfested ground, poor ground, and ground
encumbered by branches that bear no fruit but
take away from the strength of the root.
I believe that if we look honestly at our history
in the Restoration, we can see examples of both
sides of this. Times where we have planted deeply
and the first fruits were abundant, as well as times
when we were lax in the vineyard and the first
fruits were less than quality or even non-existent.
This brings me to the fallow field. That is a field
that bears no crop, where the soil is compacted
by the weather and heat, thus unable to take in
the nutrients needed to become acceptable soil
for planting. Such a field becomes so hardened
that even the rain will not penetrate the soil. This
is the first stage of a fallow field: uncultivated,
growing whatever seed lay dormant within the
soil. The second stage of a fallow field is when the
hardened ground has been turned by the plow,
turning the weeds under the surface, followed by
a disc or harrow to break up the clods and plow
turnings. Often then, the farmer will let it lie for a
period so that the weeds, thistles, and cockleburs
decompose and add the needed nutrients to
the soil that will feed the good seed that will be
planted there.
I believe in the last forty years, the Restoration
for the most part has lain fallow even to the point
that our Church has become hardened to such
a degree that the Holy Spirit has been unable
to penetrate our “soil.” I realize I am making a
general statement and that there have been parts
of the vineyard that have been productive and
producing good fruit. There have been in the
Restoration those who have not allowed their part
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of the vineyard to lie fallow—they have digged
and pruned and dunged to such a degree that
some first fruits have been harvested.
We have all had a part in allowing our “fields”
to become fallow and hardened and unresponsive
to the Holy Spirit. There have been windows of
opportunity for us to care for and cultivate the
field, but at each turn we have neglected to remove
the fences and barriers that would allow the Holy
Spirit to season and nurture our efforts. We have
been unable to, nor have we had the desire to,
remove our barriers that have separated the body
from one another. The field has suffered, the first
fruits have become blemished, and we have lost
the vision of the goal of the Lord’s vineyard—The
Kingdom.
Brothers and sisters, I believe the Lord has given
us if not the last chance, certainly an extremely
limited time to reap the harvest the Lord desires
of us. The Solemn Assembly turned our hardened,
unproductive hearts so that we could engage once
more in planting those seeds of righteousness that
will ultimately bring about the Kingdom of God.
Jeremiah tells us to break up the fallow ground
and sow not among the thorns, that we need to
circumcise ourselves to the Lord and remove the
foreskins of our hearts. I believe this was done in
September.
Jeremiah tells us that an easy or superficial
“return” to the work is not acceptable to God.
Jeremiah is calling for a true return that must be
more than lip-service to God. Such a return must
affect the hearts and the actions of God’s people.
Our hearts must be circumcised so that there is
within the Restoration a real change to be made
that is acceptable to God. If we do anything less
than this, brothers and sisters, our place in the
Kingdom will be removed.
We have seen it all too often within our branches
where men and women are content to the point of
desiring to be undisturbed, content with their past
accomplishments. These are most often what we
call the stalwarts of the church. They are in their
prescribed pew every time the church is open,

and we see them as a fixture of faith, BUT they are
fruitless. They have lost their zeal for the work, and
they share stale testimonies. Oh, they are the ones
who will step up to volunteer for this and that, so
long as it does not take them out of their comfort
zone, and their hustle and bustle passes too often
as “doers” of the word. I believe we have all lived
in that place from time to time, carefully keeping
most of the field given us, fallow and not willing
to open our entire hearts to the Kingdom. This is
where Jeremiah’s exhortation to us is a warning,
to return to the real work that God desires of us,
where the hard skin of our hearts is torn to allow
the Holy Spirit to penetrate and move us out of
the paralysis of complacency.
Hosea admonishes us to sow in righteousness and
reap in mercy and seek the Lord until He rains
righteousness upon us. We are dying of thirst for
such righteousness! But that thirst will only be
quenched when we sow for ourselves righteous
ways, so that the harvest will bring goodness and
sweetness and kindness towards our fellow man.
We have a way to go in this. We can barely cross
the street to greet a brother or sister because they
go to this branch or that branch or this group or
that group. In that, we have sown bitterness.
We want the Kingdom, but God cannot make
our field productive if we are withholding our
righteousness and goodness. The Kingdom
cannot grow in ground that is fallow. We must
plow under or cut away those things that take
away from the vitality of the Kingdom. We need
to seek honestly the righteousness and charity
that is required of us, until the Lord pours out
onto us His righteousness that becomes the latter
rain to the Restoration that will season the field
until it is white already to harvest. I have sensed
both the growing discontent of our efforts and a
yearning for the Kingdom, the contrition and the
desire for courageous obedience to God since the
Solemn Assembly. We have bruised and broken
the soil of our hearts. Now for many, it is ready
for those seeds of righteousness. The fruit of the
Kingdom follows the plow. The miracles in our
lives follow the plow. The life and growth of the
Church follows the plow when God can rain down
righteousness upon us.

Too long we have trusted in man and have become
careless in those things that are pleasant to men,
without discerning that our strength has, by and
large, lain in men rather than the leadings of the
Holy Spirit. In essence, we must not allow the
work that God opened to us this past September
to return void to Him!
We too often forget that this is His work, not ours.
We have allowed the privilege given to us in the
restored Church to become our design rather than
God’s. When the Church was restored, it was
planted as a seed to be nourished by us rather
than to be defined by us. I Corinthians 15 tells us
that God has given a body to the seed as it pleased
Him. Yet, we have taken that upon ourselves to
determine what the seed will produce by our
own desires. God has always expressed that the
Kingdom is ultimately a Celestial body, and the
germ of the seed restored in these latter days is
what produces the Celestial Law of the Kingdom.
He has called us into His vineyard to dig and to
prune and to nourish the Kingdom to produce
and lay up the fruit of the vineyard unto Himself.
This requires something of us that we have been
reluctant to do—or we have been reluctant to let
go and let God do His work through us rather
than despite us. So, what is required of us so that
the field does not return fallow?
It is required that we go back to the genesis of our
covenant with God wherein we bound ourselves
to do the work He called us into and to do it as
He commanded we do it. His part of the covenant
was to be our God, to bring unto us the former
and latter rains that would establish the Kingdom.
In doing so, we were to become a people settled
on the vision of the Kingdom and build it up,
extending the invitation to that Kingdom to others
by working in the vineyard where we reside. In
short, we are to plant the seeds of the Kingdom,
sowing them in righteousness and charity.
He called us to be a prophetic people, to see in
others something more than a seed, seeing them
prophetically as the first fruits of the Kingdom.
How many of us at one time or another, perhaps
in grade school, had the science project where we
were given a seed that we took home to plant,
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watch, and record what kind of soil we used,
how much water we gave it, and record when
it sprouted and then do a science report on the
process? The Kingdom is exactly like that. You
and I are responsible for the seeds that are grown
in our garden. We are to nourish them and not
simply see them as seeds we plant, but to see with
prophetic eyes the potential in each seed we plant.
It is our ability to see those whom we witness to or
otherwise engage with on a daily basis, not as they
are, but who they are going to become. Each one
of us has had that opportunity where someone
looked beyond who we were and encouraged us
to become fruit worthy of the Kingdom.
Many times, we simply scatter the seed without a
second thought or a second effort, and we allow
the world to swallow them up while we dust off
our hands and claim we have done what was
required. If we exert just a little effort, we would be
surprised at what could be produced that would
bring an individual into the Kingdom. I can testify
to you that what brought me into this work was
a few RLDS students who decided they would
love me and give me the benefit of what I am sure
was doubt buried somewhere within them. They
loved me when I was anything but lovable. They
invited me when they knew I would much rather
be anywhere else. They saw within me something
that was of value and fruitful to God. And in that
process, they had to die to themselves, to put it all
on the line and step out of their comfort zone to
reach me.
WE must die to ourselves; otherwise, no fruit
comes, and if we do not die to ourselves, we are
of no value to the work God has called us. He put
us in this place and in this time to bear fruit for
the Kingdom. I have here a bag of seeds. If they
remain in the bag, nothing happens. There is no
fruit because they have not been planted, and
their potential is locked forever within the shell of
the seed. Here, I have the Scriptures. Herein, the
word of God is described as seeds. What happens
when this book is not opened or the words within
acted upon? Nothing. It bears no fruit. Every
word, every book, chapter, and verse are seeds
that have the potential to produce life, growth,
blossoms, fruitfulness, and miracles. But if these
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words are not sown into our lives, then like this
bag of seeds, it remains unlocked and unrealized,
and the Kingdom cannot be brought forth.
Have you ever considered an apple tree? In the
spring, I do not think there is a prettier tree, all
decked out in blossom. The secret of an apple
blossom is that for an apple to grow, the flower
must die. When the petals of the flower drop off,
what is left is the bud that will become the apple.
The blossom protected that bud until it was ready
to grow on its own. We speak of the fruits of the
Spirit found in Galatians: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
and temperance. These are all desirable fruit, and
we can even covet them. However, like the apple
blossom, something within us must die before
such fruit develops. What part of us needs to die?
If we desire the fruit of long-suffering, then the
part of us that is self-centered needs to die. If we
want love in our lives, then the hate and discontent
within us must die. Those things that are contrary
to the Holy Spirit and its fruit must die within us.
If it does not, then we are of no value to God. We
become the bitter fruit that is removed from the
vineyard.
Now consider an apple, peach, or a pear. What is
its ultimate purpose? It has only two purposes:
to be consumed and to reproduce. The fruit is the
most selfless part of the plant. Think about it. It
gives itself completely in its purpose with nothing
held in reserve. Why should we practice love?
Why are we kind? Are we that way to just get
to Heaven where Jesus can check them off on a
checklist? I don’t believe so. We are to be the fruit
of the Kingdom for the primary reason that others
can enjoy those fruits within us and in turn plant
them in their lives. This just doesn’t apply to the
fruits of the Spirit, but to anything good we do in
our lives that impacts others.
The Psalmist tells us that if we delight in the law,
we will be like a tree firmly planted by the streams
of water, which yields its fruit in season, and the
leaf does not wither, and whatever we do we will
prosper (Ps 1:2-3.) We must desire to be like that
tree, well-watered and planted and productive
where we are. Not for our benefit, although there

are benefits to us, but for the benefit of those who
would come hungry and looking for good fruit.
That is the way God created us to work. That is
the way Jesus built His church. We were created
to bear fruit and to plant deeply in prepared
soil that has been turned under by the plow and
prepared by the harrow. But to bear that good
fruit, we cannot rely on someone else to break up
our fallow ground. We must do it ourselves, and
that is no easy task. We must be willing to turn
under the habits of worldliness and indifference
that has blunted not only our love for our Lord
but also our love and concern for one another.
The Gospel must become the focus of our lives in
every aspect. The Church must become the center
from which all our activities emanate. We have
lost that focus in our lives, and in doing so, much
of our fields still lie fallow.
In some of the studies I have done regarding the
history of our country, one of the things I have
learned I believe helps to illustrate where this
focus should be. In many of the small towns early
in the history of the New England states, when
they were platted, they used a method called
centering. When the boundaries of the village
were determined, they took measurements from
the diagonal corners of the boundaries that
marked the edge of the village. A similar method
is used today to determine if something is square.
Where the two lines crossed, that plot was where
they built the church. It became the hub of the
community where all would gather for worship,
meetings, and fellowship. Even the streets were
laid out so that each one of them led to the church.
It is interesting that when Joseph Smith Jr. platted
the City of Zion, it was laid out in the same fashion.
I share this because there needs to be reestablished
in our lives that centeredness. Without it, we risk
the first fruit of the Kingdom. In the Book of Jacob,
we find the parable of the olive trees in the Lord’s
vineyard. The whole parable is a love letter from
God to His people, the great lengths He will go
to have good fruit laid up unto Himself. In this
critical work, He called for His servants to labor
with Him. Again, we forget that this restoration
is His work, not ours. In the parable, we learn of
grafting. The purpose of grafting is not to change

the character of the tree, but rather to increase its
yield. Along with the grafting, there was pruning,
digging, and dunging to loosen the hardness of the
soil so the nutrients could feed the root and give
strength to the branches that had been grafted in.
If you would think of grafting in terms of our
witness and our testimonies, we would see that
we cannot simply tell of our faith; our faith
must be tangible to others, where they see our
relationship with God is a natural part of our lives
and the rhythms of our lives must spring from that
relationship. We are not meant to be disconnected
from one another, but joined together as a grafted
branch, drawing our strength from one another
and our Heavenly Father. Our spiritual health
depends on this relationship. They say hunger
is an indication of health. If we want to eat, then
we are on the way to being healthy. Having no
appetite or desire to eat indicates poor health. The
same could be said for our spiritual health. How
hungry are we for the things of the Kingdom? How
hungry are we to see the hand of God upon his
Church once again, that the heavens would loosen
the manifold gifts of the Spirit? How hungry are
we to be healed and made spiritually whole? How
much do we crave joy, righteousness, and peace?
How much do we desire the body of Christ to be
made whole?
In closing, I want to share from the words again
that our brother Mark sang in his ministry of
music as we started:
“Abide in me let these branches bear you fruit
Abide in me Lord let you word take root
Remove in me the branch that bears no fruit
Remove in me Lord as I abide in you
As the rain the snow fall
Down from the sky and they don’t return
But they water the earth and they bring forth life
Giving seed to the sower and bread for the hunger
So shall the Word of the Lord be with a sound like
thunder
And it will not return and it will not return void
We shall we lead in peace and go out with joy”
(from “The Sower’s Song” written by Andrew Peterson;
full wording may be found on the back cover)

Brothers and sisters, “We are prepared for the
Lord’s planting, and we cannot allow the field to
return fallow.” Amen and amen.
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As the First Fruits of
Christ, We Must Die
to Self to Bring Forth
Righteous Fruit
By Elder Aaron Smith
Odessa, Missouri
Transcribed and Edited from a sermonette given Saturday,
April 10, 2021, at the Spring Gathering at Waldo
Restoration Branch

3:16-17 “Wherefore, beloved brethren, be
J acobreconciled
unto him through the atonement
of Christ, his only begotten Son, That ye may
obtain a resurrection, according to the power of the
resurrection which is in Christ, and be presented as
the firstfruits of Christ unto God, having faith, and
obtained a good hope of glory in him…”
The glory of God is found in the resurrection.
We find that story of the resurrection written in
nature, with the seed being buried in the ground.
That hardened shell, being exposed now to the
ground in which it finds itself, softens, and the
shell actually begins to molt. It begins to release
what is inside once it has absorbed the proper
amount of nutrients and water. The outside
portion of that shell has to die for the next life
that needs to take place inside of that corn of
wheat.
What is interesting is that’s not the only time
upon which that process takes place in its
lifespan for the fulfilling of the purpose of its
creation. As those roots tend to grow down,
then the stock begins to grow up, and it pushes
through the ground. The stock is simply there to
support all of the action that will take place in
bearing fruit.
Based on experiences in my own life, and I would
probably argue that in the life of the Church
prior to 1984, we relied upon the stock, and
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we thought the stock was what was important
versus the fruit that the stock was supposed to
be bearing. At some point there comes a harvest.
The Lord in His scriptures has told us many
times about the harvest, and at that point, the
stock is cut off. It has to die in this process. Yet
in its dying, there is a separation between the
fruit and the stock. That separation is there for
a reason because the stock just becomes chaff.
There is no worth in it anymore; it served its
purpose. It was a righteous purpose, but it no
longer needs to exist.
I know in our lives when we’ve been cut off
from that which we thought was valuable,
that which has supported and sustained us,
we look at that situation and we say, “This is
a horrible thing.” In reality, however, the Lord
is saying it no longer serves a purpose in your
life. He is now moving you to a new area, a new
understanding—moving you to a new life.
Then comes the third time there is a dying
process. The fruit that has come from the seed
is multiplied. In that experience, the seed—or
now the fruit—has to die to itself and literally
be completely consumed by a higher life form.
Brother Oakman spoke of the mineral kingdom
and how it is designed to support the vegetable
kingdom, the vegetable kingdom to support the
animal kingdom, etc. If you follow that logic, you
find that we are no different; that we, in the end,
are to be totally consumed by God. Consumed
in the way that every particle in every fiber in
our body exhibits the glory of God.
Then we ask this question: what does the glory
of God really mean? “What is that meaning
of the word ‘glory’ when it relates to God? It
just means the rebound of God’s complete
satisfaction. When things have answered to His
nature, His mind, when He is satisfied, He is
delighted, He is well-pleased, then there comes
back something of His own satisfaction, His
pleasure…God’s work is glory. We have defined
glory as being the expression of God’s full and

final satisfaction, God giving out from himself
His pleasure, His delight, and, like a heavenly
contagion, those who come within its range
and reach are very conscious that He is pleased
and satisfied.” Those are the words of T. Austin
Sparks, British minister, who lived in America
in the mid 1900’s. (The Glory of God. Ch 1&3) If
you were to go and examine scripture, I think
you would find that his definition is very true.

righteousness. This chastening that comes from
the Father, this humbling that is required from
us, is a good thing if we choose it on our own.
It is a little harder when we have to choose it
because God has humbled us. There are times in
your life when you are doing everything right.
There is nothing you have done which is wrong,
and yet the Lord still brings into your occasion a
humbling experience.

What is the promise given to every faithful person
when we come back into God’s presence? God
is going to say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant. Enter thou into the joy of the Lord.”
He sees His other reflection back in us. There
is only one defined way for this to take place—
through the power of the resurrection. Without
that power, without that seed dying to itself,
there is no fruit. We like to focus on the death
of the natural man inside of us because he is the
one who is going to die. God is saying, “Don’t
focus on the death; focus on the new life that
is going to come.” But the natural man is very
cunning. He’s amazing at what he does. Satan
convinced one-third of the hosts of Heaven to
follow him. He is articulate. He is devastatingly
wise. Yet he’s ultimately wrong. And when held
up against that which the natural man would
present to us in our own life, the truth of God
overcomes it and shows us a better way.

Consider the story of Alma and his 400 new
converts who left wicked King Noah’s city of
Nephi. They went out into the wilderness and
were living in a Zionic community. For several
years they existed in that state. But the scriptures
say that God saw fit to chasten and humble
His people. They were doing nothing wrong.
In fact, they were doing everything right. But
the Lamanites came through, and they said,
“If you would just show us the way back to so
and so, we’ll leave you alone.” The Lamanites
lied. Instead, they put guards about them and
put horrible restrictions on those people. They
taxed them excessively. When they began to cry
out to God, Amulan, one of the former priests
of King Noah, said not to even allow them
to pray out loud. They couldn’t say a prayer
out loud, or they would be killed. They were
given instruction, they humbled themselves,
and because of their humility, God ended up
delivering them in a miraculous way. They
ended up coming down to Zarahemla, and they
brought new life to Zarahemla.

You could compare this to burying a seed in the
ground. When you are buried in life, you don’t
feel good, do you? You’re stuck. You can’t see.
There is no hope. You continue to look and say
this is all the life that I have, but God is asking
you to see that there is new life that is going to
come. There is something different that is better.
For you to embrace that principle of dying to
yourself means to humble yourself, or the new
life can never come. Or if you refuse to humble
yourself, God will take the extreme step of
humbling you. He will do that because He loves
you. Hebrews 11 talks about the chastening of the
Father, and what is the purpose of the chastening
of the Father? So that we can bring forth fruits of

Alma established seven churches around
Zarahemla. Without that humility, there never
would have been a church in Zarahemla.
Without that humility, there never would have
been Alma the Younger. There never would have
been the rest of the story of the Book of Mormon
as we know it. But those people humbled
themselves. Humility is not a form of weakness;
it is embracing God’s strength. Humility does
not lead to your destruction. Humility leads to
God’s ultimate plan of salvation being played
out in your life.
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Jesus, it says in Genesis chapter 3, came before the
Father, as did Lucifer, and they both presented a
plan to God the Father’s question, “What are we
going to do to save this new creation?” Lucifer
said, “I will go.” Volunteering...good, right?
He even made the promise that he would save
every single one of us. He would do that to the
loss of our agency. He would force it. But then
there was the caveat at the end when Lucifer
said, “Give me your glory.” Jesus, on the other
hand, said, “I will go. I will do what you’ve
commanded and asked. But You, Father, retain
the glory.”
In John 17, Jesus is in the garden, pouring
out His heart to His Father, and He says, “…
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the
glory which I had with thee before the world
was.” He knew what was lying ahead when
He took upon Himself the sins of all humanity,
and He sweated great drops of blood. He knew
the physical anguish was coming, but that
wasn’t the pain. The pain was going to be His
separation. His utter separation from God. That
which He had relied upon, that relationship
which He had with the Father for His entire
existence, was going to be torn apart from Him.
Brothers and sisters, when the seed is planted
in the ground, it is torn from all it has known.
That shell must fall off so new life can come,
and when the seed grows up and bears fruit, the
stock must die. Then in the end, even in the end,
the fruit must be ground down to powder to be
used as meal for bread. Or to be consumed by a
higher life form. In the very creation, God has
shown us this pattern.
Was Jesus utterly powerless when He humbled
Himself in heaven? The natural man says
humility is weakness. Jesus said, “I humbled
myself in Heaven, and I still had the power
to remove Lucifer from heaven.” Humility
for Jesus did not lead to weakness. In fact, it
strengthened God the Father. For too long, we
have looked at humility and said it is weakness.
Humility allows God’s strength to flow through
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all of our actions, and our thoughts originate
with Him and flow through us. He inhabits us,
which is one of the greatest tools.
Another of the greatest tools we have through
this whole process is praise. Why is it that praise
is so powerful? We recognize that there is one
who is greater. The focus is no longer on us if
done with the right heart and the right attitude.
Praise is conditional upon our humility. Just as
Paul and Silas found in the prison at midnight,
the praise not only set them free, but it allowed
God’s work to set all the prisoners free. It was
not because Paul saved himself. In fact, Paul
died a little bit that night to himself. Paul was
a Roman citizen. He was in a city governed
and ruled by Roman law. He had been falsely
accused and had a mock trial of some sort. He
was beaten and then cast into prison. At any
point along that line, Paul could have said,
“I’m a Roman citizen.” But he didn’t. You can
imagine that Paul in his own mind thought
like Jesus thought. If Paul saved himself, the
glory of God could not be made manifest. So,
Paul kept quiet. He didn’t express the fact that
he was a Roman citizen and was due a process
through the Roman law. Instead, he went and
was scourged, just like Jesus was scourged. But
in the end, you see, Paul knew something. He
could see beyond that which the natural man
can see, because the natural man only sees
death. But Paul saw a new life.
That is where we must come to. You must come
to the realization that God says, “You see death,
but I see new life. You see a church that is dying,
but I see a young maid lying on the bed.” At the
right moment and the right time, the voice of
the Lord will call to that young maiden and say,
“Tabitha, arise!”
If the Church could build Zion on its own,
the glory of God would not be there because
it would be devoid of God’s will. It would be
filled with the will of man. We have tried it our
own way. Many times over the last thirty years,
we have gone back to the stock, and we’ve tried

to recreate that stock. We’ve tried to go back
and say, “This is the way we need to get to the
fruit.” The Lord is saying, “Tap into me directly.
Each one of you become a seed. Each one of
you become planted. Each one of you become
buried in Christ, just as you were buried in the
waters of baptism. And in that burying, new life
rises from the grave.”
The glory of God is in the resurrection. It is in
new life coming from the seed. If we don’t find
ourselves in that process, we will be cast aside.
The process is not clean; in fact, it is violently
dirty. But Jesus doesn’t look at the process. Jesus
looks at the end result, and He sees the beauty.
What are the gates constructed of in the New
Jerusalem as it comes down from Heaven? They
were made from a pearl-like substance. And
how do pearls come into existence other than
some foreign object comes and embeds itself
into the flesh. Immediately, a blood-like, mucus
substance surrounds that object, and then it
begins to harden, forming something beautiful.
God takes that which we think is painful, that
which we think is death or would lead to our
death, and He says, “I’m going to turn it into
something beautiful. That is why there is glory
in this resurrection. That is why there is glory
in the death of ourselves. Without the death of
ourselves and the understanding that we must
die to our own wills, our own wants, and our
own desires, we will never grow to bear fruit.
But during that process, it is not just that we have
to die once. It is a continual process throughout
our whole life.
Paul, who had given up all, said he besought
the Lord three times to remove the thorn in the
flesh. The Lord came to him and said, “My Grace
is sufficient for you. Die to yourself again, Paul.
It’s not about you. It’s about Me and My glory.”
Today in the Church, we need to rise up and say,
“It’s not about us anymore. It’s not about these
Restoration branches. It’s not about anything
we claim. It’s about God’s glory.” The quicker
we fall into that process, the quicker God can
bring about the resurrection of His Church.

As Resurrected
Saints, We Must
Sow Bountifully
By Elder Jason Anderson
Lee’s Summit, Missouri
Transcribed and Edited from a sermonette given Saturday,
April 10, 2021, at the Spring Gathering at Waldo
Restoration Branch

I

want to look at this topic in two parts:
an inward sowing that focuses on our
personal relationship with God, and planting
His characteristics inside of us that the fruits
of righteousness might be reaped in our lives.
And an outward sowing that focuses on
helping others to know God in deeper and more
meaningful ways.
2 Corinthians 9:6-11, “He which sows sparingly
shall reap sparingly; and he which sows bountifully
shall reap bountifully.”
What does it mean to sow bountifully?
For the inward sowing, they say it takes 10,000
hours of dedicating yourself to something to
become truly expert and proficient in it. Even if
that is too high or too low, we recognize that if
we sow sparingly in our prayer life or in study
or fasting, we will reap sparingly in hearing and
discerning God’s will for our life. That is not
just true for our individual lives but in the life of
the Church as well. If we do not come together
often, we will reap little. On the other hand, like
the sons of Mosiah, if we sow bountifully and
are given to much prayer and fasting and study,
we reap the spirit of prophecy and revelation,
and we speak with the power and authority of
God.
Yet, this cannot be the only sowing we do. For
if all we ever do is study and pray and fast and
teach each other and learn from each other,
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then we are as those spoken of in 2 Timothy
who were ever learning and yet never coming
to a knowledge of the truth. Having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof. For
the power, God’s power, is manifested as we
do His will. Why? Because doing His will often
requires us to step outside of our comfort and
competence zones and to rely wholly on His
strength.

Spread that seed liberally as the farmer did in
the parable of the sower as you walk through
your personal mission field, your field of daily
influence and contact. Isaiah 58:6-10.

Therefore, we must also sow bountifully
outward, a sowing directed at the needs and
desires of others. This is a sowing that points
others to Christ by being like Him.

1. Fear: Often we feel unprepared for the task.
We don’t want to mess up or look foolish or
whatever. So we hesitate or wait to sow because
we feel we aren’t sufficiently prepared. After
all, I haven’t put in my 10,000 hours yet, so I’m
not expert level. Solomon shares this wisdom
in Ecclesiastes 11:4-6. In other words, waiting
for the perfect conditions will mean inactivity.
Don’t wait for conditions that may never exist.
Present yourself to God a living sacrifice and
trust Him to send you where and when He will.
And trust Him that enough of the seed will fall
on good ground to ensure the harvest.

What does it mean to sow bountifully outward?
Broadly speaking, it means to be like Christ,
to do the things He did. Verse 7 of our theme
scripture gets to the heart of it—God loves a
cheerful giver. Why? For God so loved the world
that He GAVE his son. Jesus GAVE his life.
The context for 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 is about
giving money. Paul is exhorting the Corinthian
Christians, who had promised a financial
contribution to the Church at Jerusalem, to
follow through on their promise. It had been a
year since they had promised the financial gift,
and backing up to 2 Corinthians 8:11, Paul says,
“Now, therefore, perform the doing of it, that as
there was a readiness to will, so there may be
a performance also out of that which ye have.”
Many within the sound of my voice have been
blessed financially and you budget giving into
your life. Several years ago, Karmi and I made
a decision to budget a certain percentage of our
income to helping individuals in need. Our own
personal oblation fund, if you will. We made it a
percentage so that as our income grows, so does
the amount. Perhaps some are on a fixed income
and unable to give money. Perhaps you have
time or certain skills you can budget to give.
One thing we can and should all offer, one thing
the world is in desperate need of right now, is
the love of Christ. Sow it liberally to everyone
you come in contact with. Plant the seed of
the Gospel, the seed of the hope of Christ.
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Why don’t we sow bountifully? I’m guessing
each of us would answer somewhat differently,
and yet I suspect a couple of common themes
might emerge. Fear and discouragement

2. Discouragement: Discouragement creeps in
when we don’t immediately reap the fruit of our
sowing. When we don’t see results in the manner
or timing we deem appropriate, we figure why
bother, and we stop sowing altogether. Hosea
10:12. I know I have so little patience. But the
farmer does not sow AND reap in the present.
We sow diligently now so that fruit might be
reaped in the future, and perhaps, not by us.
However, that should not matter since neither
the seed nor the fruit is ours. It is God’s. And
God says, be not discouraged; leave the results
to me.
My prayer for each of us is that we would be
bountiful sowers in our personal lives and in
the lives of our branches, that we might bear
much fruit as we take the hope of the Gospel
and spread the seed of that hope to each one
the Lord places in our field of influence. And
that we would not fear to move out beyond our
comfort zones or wait for the perfect conditions
or become discouraged in our sowing. May God
bless you in your efforts.

As a Resurrected
People, We Have
Covenanted to
Nourish Seeds of
Righteousness for
the Kingdom
By Elder Larry Cottrill
Chesterfield, Virginia
Transcribed and Edited from a sermonette given Saturday,
April 10, 2021, at the Spring Gathering at Waldo
Restoration Branch

98:13c-e “Therefore, it is my will that my
D &Cpeople
should claim, and hold claim, upon that

which I have appointed unto them, though they should
not be permitted to dwell thereon; nevertheless, I do
not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch
as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my
kingdom, they shall dwell thereon; they shall build,
and another shall not inherit it; they shall plant
vineyards, and they shall eat the fruit thereof. Even
so. Amen.”
There are many ways to advance our lives, but
none of them offer greater reward than devoting
ourselves to the pursuit of righteousness. Every
area of our lives should reflect the sacredness
of God that is ours by salvation: our thoughts,
so that nothing we think about would be
improper for a child of God; our actions, so that
our lives exhibit that we serve a holy God; our
integrity, so that we are above reproach in all
our relationships.
Do you realize that you are heirs to great
fortunes? Yes, you are. Isn’t eternal life the
greatest gift? What will you do with it? You
are entitled to a kingdom. You are princes and
princesses. Do you prize your inheritance?
Do you realize what the Lord has in store for
you? Do you know what you could discard in a
moment of carelessness and recklessness?

This is what the Lord told His servants in 1 Cor.
2:9: “…Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love
him.”
The King’s highway, the royal road to eternal joys,
is a hard road, full of sacrifices and restrictions
and hard work. The trek will be proving and
trying. Faith, patience, and obedience—these
seeds are essential, but those that complete
the journey successfully will be immeasurably
added upon. We have been instructed that the
way is narrow, but it is straight, well-marked,
and strongly lit. The permanent kingdom is
yours, not for the asking, but for the earning.
If the world is going to be saved, we have to assist
the Lord to do it. There is no escaping from that.
No other people in the history of the world have
received the kind of mandate we have received.
The redemption of Zion will most assuredly
come as promised, but not until He has a people
who are prepared. The scriptures suggest that
this process is an intensely personal one…who
is invited? Those willing to labor in the vineyard
of the Lord, thus gradually transforming to be
“pure in heart.”
We cannot be ashamed of the doctrine because
it is not popular or socially acceptable. The
Church is the custodian of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and I mean the fulness of it. We must not
apologize for what has been revealed through
prophets in our time. It is the word of the Lord
to the world. There is always a price to be paid
if we are to have a witness of this holy work.
There is always a trial of our faith.
D&C 4:1, “Now behold, a marvelous work
is about to come forth among the children of
men.” That was given by the Lord in 1829, and
we do not yet comprehend the power and the
spiritual strength that will come to the Church
when we are totally united in truth and have
become sanctified. A power surge would come
from this Church that would startle the world
and reach into every nation, state, community,
village, and home.
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Can you think of a time in the earth’s history
greater than this dispensation? Could there be
a greater cause than to prepare the earth for
the second coming of Jesus Christ? When the
Lord says, “a marvelous work is about to come
forth,” He is saying that something wonderful
is going to happen, and more importantly, He is
giving us the opportunity to be a part of it. The
work is so marvelous that the Lord is going to
give us the privilege of participating in it with
Him, but only if we desire to. He simply tells us
that the work itself will be its own reward. In
fact, it will be marvelous. ARE WE PLANTING
and NOURISHING?
COVID-19 has turned our world upside down,
and the operation of our living has been altered
for now well over a year. We are called to be
a peculiar people, separated from the world.
Well, it happened! What did we do about it? In
this fight against COVID, we weren’t called to
war; we were called to our couches. I wonder
how much of this time we have used for the
greater exercise of our faith? In the building up
of our families, our children? In finding time
for greater study, regular fasting, prayer time…
seeds that need nourishing? Have we risen to
the occasion of our time?
DC 140:5c, “The work of preparation and the
perfection of my Saints go forward slowly, and
Zionic conditions are no further away nor any
closer than the spiritual condition of my people
justifies.” We often stop with just those words
of admonitions, but the revelation continues
to say, “but my word shall not fail, neither will
my promises, for the foundation of the Lord
standeth sure.” I sure am thankful for that.
Have we been engaged in something that is
bearing spiritual fruit, in kingdom-building
fruit? Nourishing seeds of righteousness? Do
we have this insistence that using truth is just
as important as knowing truth—that “faith
without works is dead”?
Romans 10:10 says, “For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
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Faith precedes the miracle, faith precedes
righteousness, and faith precedes good works.
Faith is a seed we desperately need to be
nourishing. The sequence is important and can’t
be switched.
Every act of life should be influenced and
directed by the laws of the Gospel. The purpose
of the plan of salvation should be the purpose,
directly or indirectly, of every undertaking. Life
within the Gospel cannot be placed on one side
and our daily tasks made independent of the
Gospel on the other side. The Gospel must be
lived daily. It must be lived sincerely. In this day,
a church that makes religion a weekday affair is
peculiar, indeed.
It is a privilege to be a member of the True and
Living Church, to be taught the principles of
life and salvation, to receive the blessings of the
priesthood, and to enjoy the unspeakable gift
of the Holy Ghost. Much has been given; much
will be required.
D&C 94:2f-g, “Verily I say unto you, All among
them who know their hearts are honest, and
are broken, and their spirits contrite…” To be
without guile is to be pure in heart—an essential
virtue of those who would be counted among
true followers of Christ—and it is a seed that
needs nourishing. He taught in the Sermon on
the Mount, “Blessed are the pure in heart; for
they shall see God” (Matt. 5:10.) He revealed to
Joseph Smith that Zion is the pure in heart and
that a house is to be built in Zion in which the
pure in heart shall see God. If we are without
guile, we are honest, true, and righteous.
Are we planting these seeds daily…these are
attributes of God and are required of the Saints.
A resurrected people are those living a life that
is in harmony with the laws, principles, and
ordinances of the Gospel.
Section 94 goes on to say, “…are willing to
observe their covenants by sacrifice; yea, every
sacrifice which I, the Lord, shall command,
they are all accepted of me.” It is impossible to
observe our covenants and not make a sacrifice.
The baptismal covenant requires obedience,

which in turn requires sacrificing the ways of the
world for the ways of the Lord. If this is done, the
Lord goes on to say this promise, “for I, the Lord,
will cause them to bring forth as a very fruitful
tree which is planted in a goodly land, by a pure
stream, that yieldeth much precious fruit.”
Worldly circumstances change, but eternal laws
and principles that should guide our lives and
choices never change. 2 Timothy 3:7 says, “Ever
learning, and never able to come to a knowledge
of the truth.” So here is the warning to us…that
it can’t just be about learning and words. You
can learn about all the physical characteristics
of this planet earth yet be ignorant of why it was
created in the first place. The encouragement
from 2 Nephi 14:4 guides our focus, saying, “…
Feast upon the words of Christ; for behold, the
words of Christ will tell you all things what ye
should do.”
Don’t our priorities determine what we seek in
life? Maybe an oversimplification, yet Matthew
6:38 says we are to “build up the kingdom of
God, and to establish his righteousness.” This is
a priority that makes all others lower priorities.
I am positive that our priorities are most visible
in how we use our time. How do you use your
time?
You and I get to participate in the ongoing
restoration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is
wonderful! It comes from the Lord, who said,
“Behold, I will hasten my work in its time…”
(D&C 85:20a). This work is empowered by a
divine announcement made some 200 years
ago. It consisted of only seven words, and
it happened to Joseph in his first vision: one
personage pointing to the other and saying,
“This is My Beloved Son, Hear Him!”
In a world of mistrust, despair, suspicion, fear,
and doubt…how much of our life is marked
by the fruits: joy, hope, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, and genuine love? And
what about our church? A church that represents
music, philosophy, art, education, medicine,
politics, poetry, theology, farming, and business.
A church like ours, which has the opportunity

now to walk out onto the leading edge of culture.
Or perhaps we just stand on the sidelines
shouting the odds of how this world is going
crazy and bad and that everything is wrong and
it wasn’t like this in the “good ol’ days.”
It’s going to take a tremendous amount of
labor if we are going to do this and do it right,
living out the resurrection life in a way that will
not only challenge but give and show charity.
Charity. Is there anything charitable about our
representation of Christ? Christianity is good
about the challenge, and you hear it all the time.
We’re challenging the views on relationships,
we’re challenging the views on this, and we’re
challenging the views on that, and many times
justifiably so. Then we’re holding the line on
this and we have drawn the line here for that.
Yes, very good, all agreed, and we have signed
up for every part of it.
But here is the issue: who is doing the work
with the Aids victims in the hospital? Who
is doing the work with the orphans? Who is
spreading the Gospel in your neighborhood?
Who is clothing the naked, feeding the hungry,
liberating the captive, and administering relief
to the sick and the afflicted? Who is in a culture
of mistrust, displaying this amazing love of
Christ that reaches into people’s lives who
are despairing, unraveled, broken, shattered,
and ended and communicating the fact that in
this Messianic story, there is a whole new way
of viewing the world? And doing it with joy
and with gentleness, with humor, with good
judgment and wisdom. Yes, and with genuine
respect and with charity.
It’s not enough for us to circle the wagons.
That’s too easy. Let’s all get together, circle the
wagons, affirm what we believe, and close down
the options. We’ll do it here in the Center Place
and hide from it all and hope Jesus will come
back soon. If the first disciples had done that,
we would never be here to see the benediction.
If a young boy named Joseph had not entered
the grove to pray, we would be a sorry bunch.
Without us, God will not build His Kingdom…
and without Him, we can not do it!
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2021 Junior Spring Retreat
By Nicole Capps
Independence, Missouri

Junior Spring Retreat was held April
T he 10-11,
and twenty campers attended.

The theme for the weekend was “Press Toward
the Mark.” Campers participated in classes and
activities that discussed how the mark we press
toward is a real and growing relationship with
our Heavenly Father. As we grow closer to Him
and understand how Jesus’s sacrifice allows us
to accept the invitation of eternal life, we can
also help others press toward that same mark. In
the Fall, the youth made a blanket for Jim and
Debbie, and it’s a memory we can all cherish.
The Spring Retreat was our first time on the
campgrounds with the new caretakers, Karen
and Dave Hacker, and we loved having them join
us throughout the weekend! The youth made
each of them a blanket they can use for the many
campfires ahead of them. I’m looking forward
to Junior Camp June 27- July 1 and hope if you
have youth going into grades 4-6 you’ll consider
sending them to join us!
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2021 Junior High
Spring Retreat
By Angela DeBarthe
Blue Springs, Missouri

and some apprehension was in
E xcitement
the air as the thirty-three campers came to

check in at the Junior High Spring Retreat. They
were assigned their cabins and were glad to see
their friends, which made it easier for them say
goodbye to their parents for the weekend.

Our topic for the weekend was “Press Toward
the Mark” with Jeff and Christy Schrunk as
directors. We reviewed this subject by discussing
how Jesus is our point of interest and our purpose
and why THIS mark is so important for our lives.
We had dynamic friends who talked about our
purpose and our choices and how it impacts how
we reach our mark and how clearly we see the
mark.

The following day we had testimonies shared
and classes discussed and group activities that
focused on our topic. One activity where they
were living examples of our topic included being
blindfolded and relying on each other to make
it toward the mark. The other living experience
was aiming their airplane where it needed to go.
In both scenarios, we learned that there are many
variables that make it difficult to keep our focus
on our mark. Our classes and these activities
drove home the message that we need positive
influence, good habits, and practice on basic
doctrinal principles that allow us to stay focused
and make it through to Jesus.

Our first night we had a “meet your campers.”
We had wonderful questions and answers about
each camper that allowed them to open up
about their favorite pizza or weekend activity.

In the afternoon, we played a lot of group team
games such as mummy teepee, eating donuts
and cookies without hands, and even the famous
“carpet ride,” all of which I noticed helped
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achieve cohesiveness among the campers. Those
who were a bit bashful were starting to root for
their teammates, and those who were competitive
really stepped up to help their teammates in
maintaining a group win. By the evening, even
the quiet campers began to open up and discuss
and ask about topics in their heart.
By the last day, we had such involvement by
our campers that many stood and prayed in our
worship service, seeking God’s will in their lives.
Our staff offered support in prayers, testimonies,
and in fellowship the entire weekend. We had
a great group of staff and campers, and the
peaceful Spirit was there the whole time. We
even experienced that the rain held off on
Saturday and later heard that strong winds and
rain occurred all around the town on Saturday.
What a great weekend for campers and staff, and
I was so blessed to be a part of it.
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2021 Senior High
Spring Retreat
By Susan Schultz
Columbia, Missouri

Senior High retreat was held March
T he CMRB
26-28 at the Odessa Hills campground.

With 18 campers and beautiful spring weather,
we spent most of the weekend outside learning
about our faith. The campers enjoyed mixers,
campfires, an outdoor escape room, and many
classes on faith. A highlight was hearing the
testimony of the new campground caretakers,
David and Karen Hacker. Their testimony of faith
in action in stepping into their new role at the
campground was truly edifying for all to hear.

RWC Spring Retreat

By Monica Rush
Independence, Missouri

Restoration Women’s Counsel had a
T heSpring
retreat at Grain Valley Restoration

Branch on April 17, 2021. It was a beautiful
spring day with the sun shining. We were fed
spiritually as well as physically. The theme was
“Be Still & Surrender to Me.” Savannah Hawley,
Raylene Buckles, and Sarah Hartshorn spoke.
Isabelle Johnson and Savannah Hawley brought
the beautiful ministry of music. Jill Etter blessed
us on the piano. Prayer cards were passed out,
written on, turned in, and redistributed for the
opportunity to hold up the needs of your sisters
in prayer. After classes, we were treated with a
seasoned chicken, veggies, potatoes, and a choice
of cheesecake or chocolate cake for dessert. The
morning was beautiful inside and out.
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Savior Like a
Shepherd Lead Us
By Robin Neill
Independence, Missouri

P

salm 23, perhaps the most quoted scripture,
brings to mind countless idyllic mental
images and memories of the many occasions
we’ve heard or recited the words. Perhaps in
church, at campfire, in personal meditation, or at
a graveside.
Let’s unpack just a few of those images and define
the main characters in this psalm. Remember that
David was a brave, feared warrior, an anointed
king, yet his frame of reference in this lovely
testimony of his faith in and relationship with
God was that of a shepherd with his sheep. This
shepherd role was one very familiar to David as
well. However, in this psalm, he relinquishes the
role of the shepherd—knowing quite well the
faithfulness, bravery, and strength required by a
good shepherd—and assumes that of the sheep.
Of all the creatures created by God, sheep may
be among the lowliest. They are defenseless and
vulnerable, having no fangs, no sharp hooves, no
poisonous quills, no weapons of defense. They
cannot outrun their predators, and they are not
great swimmers. They are easily frightened. In
order to survive, they need a protector.
Sheep are neither the smartest nor most easily
trainable members of the animal kingdom. Their
problem-solving skills leave a lot to be desired.
Their one redeeming ability is their ability to learn
to distinguish their shepherd’s voice from that of
a stranger.
Sheep are said to be mindless and stubborn, often
putting themselves in danger or blindly following
others of the flock right off the side of a cliff. While
other animals clean and preen themselves, sheep
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are not concerned with personal hygiene. If a
sheep appears clean, it is because the shepherd
has washed it.
Dogs doze, cats nap, bears hibernate, but sheep
don’t sleep unless conditions are perfect: full belly,
no predators, no buzzing insects, no distractions,
etc. Sheep are unable to create these conditions
on their own. It is the shepherd that ensures these
conditions for the flock.
Enter the shepherd. Aside from predators, he is
pretty much the only one to notice or care about
these dirty, helpless, not-overly-bright critters.
Not only does he notice them, but he devotes
himself to providing food, clean water, protection,
shelter, guidance, redirection, and safety.
Verse 2 describes green pastures and still waters.
The terrain surrounding Bethlehem, City of
David, is hilly, rocky, and dusty. Green pastures
are not part of the native landscape unless
carefully prepared by the shepherd. He clears
away the stones, irrigates the dry ground, and
nurtures grass as his perfect provision for his
sheep. On their own, sheep cannot even find
the green pastures, let alone create them. The
shepherd leads the flock from one pasture to the
next, guiding them through the hills and valleys,
always with the next destination in mind.
When thinking of green pastures and still waters,
my mind always takes me home to Temple
Grove in western PA. I grew up there, spending
countless hours wandering and working on
the verdant rolling hills, so beautiful and lush.
I witnessed the investment of time and labor to
create the lush green carpet, and I even helped my
dad mow. I learned to swim, canoe, and ice skate
at the lake there and was baptized in those still
waters. One of my all-time favorite sights is that
of the mists rising from the water’s surface in the
early morning, with geese floating, quiet and still.
This perfect setting came about by the dedication
and hard work of many people, including my
parents who served as caretakers at Temple Grove
for twenty-five years. Many people with the heart
of a shepherd lovingly worked to provide a place
of beauty and peace for the Saints to come to meet
God and be restored.

We all need green pastures. We need still waters.
We need guidance and protection. We need peace
and rest. Left on our own, we would not be able
to find and maintain these life-giving conditions.
We would wander off, go astray, find ourselves
helpless amidst predators and enemies. Jesus, our
Good Shepherd, promises all that we need:
Bread of Life		
Living Waters		
Rest
Peace			
Strength for each day
Hope			Forgiveness
Healing		 Joy
Look at the verbs in this psalm:
He makes 		
He leads
He prepares		
He anoints

He restores

These are the actions of a very loving, very
capable Shepherd who holds us in His care, ready
to be our perfect provision. He’s in charge. We,
His guarded sheep, are to know His voice and
to follow Him, having perfect trust in Him. Rest,
therefore, beside the still water, knowing that your
faithful Shepherd never sleeps.
Scriptures: Psalm 23, Isaiah 40: 11-16, John 10: 3,
27, I Nephi 7:56-59
Hymns:
The Lord’s My Shepherd
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
God Will Take Care of You
He Leadeth Me
Great Is They Faithfulness

Testimony
By Sister Jenefer Natino
Philippines
On March 16, 2020, our President made an executive order for an Enhanced Community Quarantine.
A lot of questions came into my mind. What would
happen to my goals, not just for myself but for my
family too. Since I was a kid, my parents always

reminded us about how to be grateful, kind, and
humble. With this kind of upbringing, I can say I am
truly blessed. Many people are looking for answers.
Many are scared, sad, frustrated, paranoid, feeling
weak, hurting, and even losing weight or putting on
weight because of this pandemic situation. Between
the problems of all those, there are people looking
for love, belongingness, respect, and answers to
their prayers. We are looking for perfection in this
imperfect world. Then it hits me that God can only
give answers. God can make things perfect. Only
God can provide what we lack. I will forever have
this scripture in my heart. Isaiah 40:10, “So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES:
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your mailing address. All contact information is on the inside
front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or
UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org
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CALENDAR of
OF Events
EVENTS
Calendar
MISSOURI
June 13-Aug 15 Pastors of Zion Summer Series each Sunday evening at Waldo Restoration Branch
Upcoming CRE Women’s Council Events for 2021 – Our overall theme for 2021 is “Be Still and Know That I am God”
Psalms 46:10. Please save the dates for the following events:
June 20-26
Women’s Council In-Town Reunion afternoon classes and early morning prayer time at Waldo RB
Sept 11-12
Women’s Council Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills Campground “Be Still and Rejoice in Walking with Me”
NEBRASKA
Aug 13-15
North Platte Restoration Branch, North Platte, NE Family Retreat Weekend.
Please Contact Pastor Layne Groseth at 308-530-2217 for details or information.
NORTHWEST REGIONAL ACTIVITIES
Priesthood Retreat
Sept 24-26

2021
Restoration
Camps
2021
Restoration

Camps

IOWA
Little Sioux, Iowa
June 13-19
JR&SR High Camp Bethel (ages 13-18) Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
Theme: TBA
July 11-15
Junior Camp Emmanuel (ages 8-13)
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
Theme: “Feasting Upon the Words of Christ” 2 Nephi13:29-30
MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
Theme: "We’re Marching to Zion" Genesis 9:22
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information. Register early for a discount.
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: Aaron & April Smith
June 13-19
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk
June 20-26
Directors: Chris & Nicole Capps
June 27-July 1 Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)
Grades are for the upcoming school year.
RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th.
Theme: “Focus on the ONE” Hebrews 12:2
Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a discount.
Jun 19-25 or Jun 26-July 2 (TBA) Mountain (Grades 10-13) Director: Mike Moores
Jul 5-9
Walk the Talk (Grades 10-13) Director: Cara Smith
Leadership (Grades 10-14)
Director: Aaron & Erica Bailey
Jul 10-16
Jul 11-17
Bountiful (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jason & Cathy Hamilton
Jul 18-24
Mammoth (Grades9-13)
Directors: Chip & Jill Gowan
Jul 25-28
Tiona (Girls Grades 4-7)
Director: Aaron & Kelda Brown
Jul 28-31
Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Directors: Brett & Nannette Smith

Colorado
Living Hope RB
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills
Lake of the Ozarks
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills

MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
JR High/SR. High Camp
Director: PJ Fought 419-233-2024
July 5-10
BORDER CLOSED until 2022 Children's Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
WASHINGTON
July 19-24
Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Pacific City, Oregon
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384
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2021
Restoration
Branch Reunions
2021 Restoration
Branch Reunions
June 5-12

Central Missouri at Odessa Hills, Odessa, MO
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or odessahills.com 816-230-4000
Directors: Bob & Sheila Schrunk
Theme: "We’re Marching to Zion" Genesis 9:22

June 12-19

South Crysler Restoration Branch Reunion
Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas
Director: Mark Churchill
Contact Registrar: Paul & Lynette Davis: Lynette: 816-795-0703 or Paul 816-739-2795
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com or pauldavislaw@yahoo.com

June 20-26

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration School in Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421

July 3-10

Buckner RB
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Justin Jones 816-588-2770

July 19-25

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact Registrar: Helene Danicki 248-651-3208

July 24-31

If any corrections need to be made,
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
Director: Eric Eliason

Woodbine Reunion “Seek to bring forth the Kingdom of God” Luke 12:34-35
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

July 26-Aug 1 Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
July 31-Aug 6 Kirtland Area Family Reunion (Pending CoC campground approval)
Temple Grove Campgrounds, 347 Hamburg Rd., Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
Contact: Renee Webster 440-622-5837 email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com Director: Joe Webster
July TBA
Cancelled

Maine Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Richard Leighton 207-217-8453

If the
anyheathen,
corrections
need toyou
be made,
Ez 36:24 For I will take you from among
and gather
out of all countries, and will bring you into
contact:
CRE
Office
816-836-3421
or
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
your own land.
25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and from all your
idols, will I cleanse you.
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.
27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and
do them.
28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.
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“The Sower’s Song”
By Andrew Peterson

O

h, God, I am furrowed like the field
Torn open like the dirt
And I know that to be healed
That I must be broken first
I am aching for the yield
That You will harvest from this hurt
Abide in me
Let these branches bear You fruit
Abide in me, Lord
As I abide in You
So I kneel
At the bright edge of the garden
At the golden edge of dawn
At the glowing edge of spring
When the winter’s edge is gone
And I can see the color green
I can hear the sower’s song
Abide in me
Let these branches bear You fruit
Abide in me, Lord
Let Your word take root
Remove in me
The branch that bears no fruit
And move in me, Lord
As I abide in You

As the rain and the snow fall
Down from the sky
And they don’t return but they water the earth and bring they forth life
Giving seed to the sower, bread for the hunger
So shall the word of the Lord be with a sound like thunder
And it will not return, it will not return void
We shall be led in peace
And go out with joy
And the hills before us
Will raise their voices
And the trees of the field will clap their hands as the land rejoices
And instead of the thorn now
The cypress towers
And instead of the briar the myrtle blooms with a thousand flowers
And it will make a name
Make a name for our God
A sign everlasting that will never be cut off
As the earth brings forth sprouts from the seed
What is sown in the garden grows into a mighty tree
So the Lord plants justice, justice and praise
To rise before the nations till the end of days
As the rain and the snow fall
Down from the sky
And they don’t return but they water the earth and they bring forth life
Giving seed to the sower, and bread for the hunger
So shall the word of the Lord be with a sound like thunder
And it will not return, it will not return void
It will not return, it will not return void
It will not return, it will not return void
We shall be led in peace
And go out with joy
And the sower leads us
And the sower leads us
And the sower leads us

Artist: Andrew Peterson
Album: The Burning Edge of Dawn
Released: 2015

