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Spring Gathering of the Saints
April 9 & 10, 2021
CPRS/Waldo Ave Restoration Branch & Zoom

"The field is no longer fallow...
it is indeed the time for us to seek diligently the Lord's will for the Restoration and to
continue to do so until the Lord's righteousness rains down upon us…
We are prepared for the Lord's planting and we cannot allow the field to return fallow.”
(Jay Havener, December 15, 2020)

All Restoration believers are invited to participate in the gathering. Those participating through Zoom, please
use the link below to register, or the link on the CRE website at www.eldersconference.org.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldeqtqD0vGNXql5A6OHbsvTPyDTCHuPgA
After registering, you will receive an email about how to join.

AGENDA
Friday Evening, April 9
7:00

The ground is broken—The field is no longer
fallow—Let us labor with our might with Him
Hosea 10:12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground; for it is
time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain
righteousness upon you.

Presiding: Elder Tom Mitchell
Spoken Word: Elder Jay Havener

Saturday Morning, April 10
7:30

Priesthood Prayer Service
Presiding: High Priest Paul Gage

9:00

We are prepared for the Lord’s planting,
and we cannot allow the field to return
fallow—What seeds of righteousness are
we prepared to sow?
Presiding: Elder Vim Horn
 Sermonette – As the First Fruits of
Christ, We Must Die to Self to Bring
Forth Righteous Fruit
Jacob 3:16-17 Wherefore, beloved brethren, be
reconciled unto him, through the atonement of
Christ, his only begotten Son. That ye may
obtain a resurrection, according to the
power of the resurrection which is in Christ,
and be presented as the first fruits of Christ,
unto God, having faith, and obtained a good
hope of glory in him…

Spoken Word: Elder Aaron Smith
Reflection and Response: Prayer,
testimony and sharing
 Sermonette – As Resurrected Saints, We
Must Sow Bountifully

2 Corinthians 9:6–11 But this I say, He which
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap
also bountifully. Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work; (As it is written,
He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the
poor; his righteousness remaineth forever. Now
he that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your
righteousness;) Being enriched in everything to
all bountifulness, which causeth through us
thanksgiving to God.

Spoken Word: Elder Jason Anderson
Reflection and Response: Prayer,
testimony and sharing
 Sermonette – As a Resurrected People,
We Have Covenanted to Nourish Seeds
of Righteousness for the Kingdom
D&C 98:13c-e Therefore, it is my will that my
people should claim, and hold claim, upon that
which I have appointed unto them, though they
should not be permitted to dwell thereon;
nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell
thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth
fruit and works meet for my kingdom, they
shall dwell thereon; they shall build, and another
shall not inherit it; they shall plant vineyards,
and they shall eat the fruit thereof. Even so.
Amen.

Spoken Word: Elder Larry Cottrill
Reflection and Response: Prayer,
testimony and sharing
Noon Break for Lunch (on your own)
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Saturday Afternoon
1:30

It is indeed the time for us to seek diligently
the Lord's will for the Restoration and to
continue to do so until the Lord's
righteousness rains down upon us
Presiding: Elder Brian Mundy
 Sermonette – The seed of Abraham - a
people planted with Christ in His death
and resurrected in Him
Behold I will reveal unto you the priesthood by
the hand of Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of The Lord. And
he shall plant in the hearts of the children the
promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of
the children shall turn to their fathers: If it were
not so the whole earth would be wasted at his
coming. (Angel Moroni quoting (with
variation) Malachi 4:5-6 to Prophet Joseph
Smith Jr. Taken from Joseph Smith Tells
his Own Story)

Spoken Word: Elder Eric Odida
Reflection and Response: Prayer,
testimony and sharing
 Sermonette – As new creatures in
Christ, bound by our common covenant,
we labor together in the Lord’s Vineyard
until His righteousness rains down
upon us
Mosiah 11:188 Yea, born of God, changed from
their carnal and fallen state, to a state of
righteousness, being redeemed of God, becoming
his sons and daughters; and thus they become
new creatures; and unless they do this, they can
in no wise inherit the kingdom of God.

4:30

Spoken Word: Elder Shaun Turner
Reflection and Response: Prayer,
testimony and sharing
Break for Dinner (on your own)

Saturday Evening
7:00

Bringing in the sheaves that the Lord might
preserve the fruit unto Himself
Jacob 3:147-148 For because ye have been diligent in
laboring with me in my vineyard, and have kept my
commandments, and have brought unto me again the
natural fruit, that my vineyard is no more corrupted,
and the bad is cast away, behold, ye shall have joy
with me, because of the fruit of my vineyard. For
behold, for a long time will I lay up of the fruit
of my vineyard unto mine own self, against the
season, which speedily cometh…

Presiding: Seventy Richard Neill
Spoken Word: Elder Steve Kropp
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Becoming One with God
By the Death and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ
Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, Missouri

said, “I am the Beginning and the End;
AndtheGodAlmighty
God. By mine Only Begotten I
created these things. Yea, in the beginning I created
the heaven, and the earth upon which thou standest”
(Gen. 1:2-3.)
The human story begins on earth with God’s
creation of man and woman on earth. In the
Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were one with
God. They walked and talked with God, “in the
cool of the day” (Gen. 3:13.)
We know how things would change in this
story. We read that agency was given to man
in the Garden (Gen. 7:40.) Agency gives us the
responsibility to choose how we live our lives. In
giving to men and women agency, God asked us
to choose to do firstly, two things. Genesis 7:40
tells us, “and {God} also gave commandment, that they
should love one another: and that they should choose
me their Father.” These are the same two personal
directions that we find are given by Jesus in the
Two Great Commandments (Matthew 22:35-39.)
Although Adam and Eve would fall, by their
disobedience, from the presence of God, the plan
of redemption was already in place. Redemption
comes to us through the life, the death, and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the only means
by which salvation can come to mankind. “Adam
fell, that men might be; and men are, that they might
have joy. And the Messiah cometh in the fullness of
time, that he may redeem the children of men from the
fall” (I Nephi 1:115-116.)
Notice the words “fullness of time” being used
here in this scripture. One of the definitions for

the word fullness is “the state of being whole or
complete.” Jesus dying on the cross took place
over two millennia ago. How could this mean,
then, “the fullness of time” when so much more
time has since passed from the time that these
words were uttered? The plan of redemption was
made whole and was complete when Jesus died
on the cross and was resurrected.
This also means that Jesus not only died for those
past and present on the cross, but also for all those
who were yet to be born—like you and me. What
took place on the cross has eternal meaning and
consequence for all of us. The part that remains to
be seen is for us to decide how we live our lives.
Do we choose God and do we choose to love one
another?
I chose to entitle this article around the theme of
“being one” because Jesus has prayed for us to
become one with Him and God. I am referring
to the prayer He offered in John 17 on our behalf
for us to become one with God and Jesus. In D&C
38:6, the Lord declares to us, “Be one.”
The words unity and unified come from this
thought of being one. Unus is the Latin word for
one. Uno, whether speaking Spanish or Tagalog
(Philippines) means one. To be united or unified
implies being one. When I was growing up, I
heard a sermon by High Priest Arthur Sherman
taking the word “atonement” and redoing the
letters by forming “AT-One-Ment,” speaking of
the purpose of Jesus on the cross. Atonement’s
meaning became being “at one.”
Apostle Arthur Oakman said this in the sermon
“The Meaning of the Crucifixion,” given at the
General Conference of 1954: “Jesus came here
for one purpose and one purpose alone, and that
was to die for us. The death of Christ isn’t what
happened to Him in the course of preaching the
gospel—the death of Christ is the gospel. It is
the gospel of love and sacrifice. If we are to be the
true and living Church, we will be true to love
and sacrifice, to God and His Son, and live our
lives accordingly by love and sacrifice to all of
His creation.”

Brother Oakman ties in beautifully the death of
Christ, the gospel, and the purpose of “the true and
living Church.” If the Church is the living church,
then it will be tied solely to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. This is how we become one with God and
Jesus. We seek to have a unity of thought, purpose,
and action with our Creators. Unity is born out
of sacrifice. There can be no greater sacrifice than
what took place on the cross. The suffering of our
Lord and His taking on the sins of the world is
far greater than what we can imagine. Unity is
born out of love. There can be no greater love than
what took place on the cross. When Jesus pleaded
with His Father to forgive those who placed Him
there, He was petitioning not only for those at the
foot of the cross, but for all men and women of all
ages, even you and me. Our victory was won even
before we were born, if we choose to follow Jesus.
What a miracle for us to lay claim to!
Becoming one is not optional. Either we become
intentional and do it or we are not His. We have
heard the thought about “let’s put on the shelf
those things that divide us.” How about we clear
the shelf and clean it by repenting and asking for
and seeking forgiveness from God and each other?
If what is on the shelf is something given by God,
we should take it off the shelf and be about doing
our Father’s business. If what is on the shelf is of
our own making, we need to be willing to put it
away if it hinders us being one with God and with
one another.
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In the New Testament, a rich young ruler came
before Jesus and asked of Jesus, “What lack I yet?”
Jesus told him to keep the commandments. This
young man asked Jesus, “Which?” (Matthew
19:16-24.) When Jesus told him to sell all that he
had and give to the poor, the young man became
sorrowful. This was not something he was ready
to sacrifice.
Like us, too often we seek to list what we are doing
that is good and desire the Lord to praise and bless
us for those things. We, too, become sorrowful
when that doesn’t happen and Jesus asks us to
do something we don’t really want to do. Some
have left because of this, just like the young man
did, and others of us have thought about drawing
apart from others at times.
You say, “Oh, what could possibly make me think
of doing such a thing? What lack I yet, Lord?”
Being One with God and One Another.

2 Nephi 6:10 For it behooveth the great Creator
that he suffereth himself to become subject
unto man in the flesh, and die for all men, that
all men might become subject unto him.
11 For as death has passed upon all men, to
fulfill the merciful plan of the great Creator,
there must needs be a power of resurrection,
12 And the resurrection must needs come
unto man by reason of the fall;
13 And the fall came by reason of transgression;
14 And because man became fallen, they were
cut off from the presence of the Lord;
15 Wherefore, it must needs be an infinite
atonement;
16 Save it should be an infinite atonement,
this corruption could not put on incorruption.
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City of Prayer
By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

A

s pastor of the Living Hope congregation in
Independence, I was approached by Sister
Linda Trimble some months ago with the idea
of twenty-four-hour prayer. The fantastic book,
City of Prayer: Transform Your Community through
Praying Churches, by Trey Kent and Kie Bowman,
pastors in Austin, Texas, introduces the concept
of congregational prayer. These two pastors have
organized community prayer in their city in order
to bring unity to the Christian community in
Austin. At this point, the pastors have organized
community prayer in over one hundred churches of
various Christian denominations. The results have
been stunning as the Lord has honored their efforts
in terms of unity and community revival.
On the last Saturday of January of this year, the Living
Hope branch organized and stepped out in twentyfour-hour prayer. We simply asked families to sign
up to pray for one hour each from midnight Saturday
to midnight on Sunday morning. The concept was
to have families kneel before the Lord for one hour
and pray for their branch, for their community, or for
national leaders—to simply pray as the Lord would
lead them for their specified hour. We repeated the
process on the last Saturday of February, and we will
continue to do so each month of 2021.
Brothers and sisters, the results have been totally
energizing in Living Hope already. The testimonies
that have been shared in our Wednesday night
services have clearly spoken to the power of the
Spirit that has resulted from this small effort. The
Lord has led each family as they have sought His
wisdom and blessings. We anxiously look forward
to the last Saturday in March!
I encourage each branch that hears of this twentyfour-hour prayer effort to join with the Saints of
Living Hope on March 27. Simply ask families to
sign up for one hour of dedicated prayer and watch
the Lord bless your congregation and bless this
Church. The Lord will honor your dedication.

24-Hour Prayer

Austin, TX:
http://austinprays.org/
Whatcom County, WA:
http://lowpc.org/whatcomstory/

By Linda Trimble
Independence, Missouri

has been leading me on the need for
G odcitywide
prayer. I was not sure how God

expected me to help with this as I am not a person
of influence, but perhaps it is in planting seeds.
My hope is that each church will pick a different
day so that in time, we have continuous twentyfour-hour prayer for the building up of our city.
This is a good video:
https://youtu.be/WpZuQWROZrI
that introduces what churches joining together
in a city can do. What if various Restoration
branches could lay aside differences and do
this? I would highly recommend the book City
of Prayer. All great revivals and missionary
endeavors in history have begun with prayer.
Isaiah 62:6, “I have set watchmen upon thy walls,
O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace
day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord,
keep not silence.” We need the watchman to raise
their voices in order to reclaim the Center Place.
In the Lord’s prayer, we are taught to pray, “Thy
kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10.) A desire I have
is that we let God transform our hearts through
prayer that His Kingdom might be furthered
in the Center Place. Churches praying like the
model in the video above can help bring that to
pass. This approach to cover cities in prayer has
been done elsewhere. Please see:
Wichita, KS:
https://www.wichitaprayer.com/citywide.html

The testimonies at Living Hope have been
encouraging. One man told me after our first time
doing this in January that his family gathered in
to be part of building up Zion, but he never felt
he could find his purpose or how he could do
anything toward that. But he rejoiced that now
he felt there was something he could do.
A couple more testimonies:
1. My slot was 3 am, and blessings began at 2:43
when I suddenly woke up from a sound sleep and
looked at the clock. My alarm was set for 2:45.
The hour unfolded quickly. I began with reading
and praying in Psalms and also praised God
for who He is, using a prompt list of the names
and attributes of God. From there, names and
places came to mind, and I prayed for those—
mayor, neighbors, schools, hospitals, etc. Using
the booklet “Rebuilding the Walls of Our City on
Our Knees” helped me with ideas. I enjoyed the
quiet time with the Lord and was able to get back
to a deep sleep around 4:30 am.
2. For everyone who feels inadequate and lacking
in their prayer life, please don’t shy away from
participating. God is good and will meet you
full way. I started about ten minutes early, just
getting prepared to spend time with our Lord,
and felt prompted to start with singing “Sweet
Hour of Prayer.” I followed much of your prayer
guide with scriptures and heartfelt prayers, and
at no time did my knees hurt or did I lack for
things to pray about. God’s Spirit was there in
abundance. I was truly blessed, and I know He
heard my prayers. When I finished praying, I
got up and went into the next room and realized
that it was twenty minutes past the hour I was
supposed to stop. I know that God wants us to
pray for our city and for the coming of Zion. We
have long been lacking in our stewardship. God
Bless.
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2021 Restoration Branch Family Reunion &
Conference of Restoration Elders
The Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) invite all Restoration branch saints and
priesthood to participate in the 2021 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders. The
combined reunion and elders conference will be held at the Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/Waldo Ave
Restoration Branch from June 20 thru 26, 2021. Please note—the reunion is ending this year on Saturday, June 26, at
noon, instead of Friday. For registration information, visit the CRE website www.eldersconference.org. Or to
register directly, use the following link, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021Reunion-CRE.
Also this year, participation in worship services, classes, and meetings will be available virtually. Use this link to
obtain a link for the week: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldumvqDgjHtFJx7LltXDFpnYjfgdWLvs_
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meetings.

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule

Standing on the Promises of God—It is Yet Day When All Can Work
D&C 140:5c and D&C 142:5a
June 20-26, 2021

Daily
Theme

I will be
with you!

Daily
Themes

I will protect
you!

I will be
your
strength!

I will
answer you!

I will
provide for
you!

I will give
you peace!

I will always
love you!

Time

Sunday

Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Registration and
information desk will
be open from 2:00pm
to 6:30pm

9:00
10:30
12:00
pm

2:00 –
6:30

2:00 –
5:00

6:30
7:00

Prayer
Service
Worship
Service
Lunch (on
your own)

Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:30am to 6:30pm
Priesthood/
Priesthood/
Priesthood/
Priesthood/
Priesthood/
Women
Women
Women
Women
Women
6:45am
Early
Early
Early
Early
Early
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
7:30 –
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
8:30
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
9:00
Service
Service
Service
Service
Service
10:30

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

12:00
pm

Lunch

Lunch

12:30 Picnic
Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:30 –
3:00

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

3:00 –
4:30

Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class

Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class

Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class

Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class

(PLEASE
NOTE)
Elders
Conference
Meetings
Begin

3:00 –
5:00

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Dinner

5:00

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

6:30

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

7:00

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Fellowship

Fellowship

Fellowship

Fellowship

Fellowship

Displays &
Exhibits
Open in
Gym

Song
Service
Evening
Worship
Reception
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Family Fun
&
Fellowship
Event

Priesthood/
Women
Early
Worship
Breakfast &
Gathering
Closing
Worship
Service

Reunion/
Conference
Adjourned

A Year To Remember, A Year
Of Blessings, A Year To Look
Ahead
By Elder Dan Schoenemann
CPRS Administrator
until March of 2021 is a year that
M archwillofbe2020remembered
for many things. On

March 16, 2020, CPRS ceased in-person classes.
COVID struck. The faculty meeting was somber
as they were asked to convert their lesson plans to
“online learning” or a weekly pickup and delivery
of work from the student. They were asked to do
this in four days, quite an undertaking. Fifteen
minutes after the meeting, the teachers responded
by informing me they would be ready to go the
next day. After working late into the night, they
were ready. The teachers, students, staff, and
parents adjusted to a new way of education.
End-of-year activities were postponed or, in most
cases, cancelled. Class trips, field day, field trips,
graduation, and baccalaureate all fell victims
to the problems of the year. Fundraising for the
sanctuary renovation was put on hold. Through it
all, the Lord’s blessings flowed as students were
able to maintain a meaningful curriculum.

sponsored by the Book of Mormon Foundation.
We look back and see the Lord’s hand upon the
school in all of this.
Based on early response, we are preparing for
increased enrollment for next school year. We
just completed a successful matching fund drive,
thanks to the response of the Saints. In two weeks,
we will resume the fundraising efforts for the
sanctuary. This is something that is important
not only for CPRS but for the Restoration as a
whole. We will begin an “adopt-a-seat” campaign,
whereby a person, congregation, or organization
can donate $300 for a seat or $2000 to adopt a row.
The goal is to raise $150,000 to complete phases
two and three of the renovation. The sanctuary
is a gathering place for Restoration groups and
plays an important part in the spiritual life of the
students. We pray that the Lord will continue to
bless His people and the school.

We began to look ahead to the new school year,
and a new phrase came into existence, “Covid
Protocol.” Through the summer, a medical
committee worked diligently, reviewing fastchanging information from the CDC, Jackson
County Health Department, DESE, and the State
Health Department to formulate what needed to
be done to start school “in person.” Even under
the restrictions that were necessary, the students,
parents, faculty, and staff were excited to start
school in person. Once again, CPRS was blessed
as we have been able to maintain in-person
education. The attendance rate has been very
good, even with students being out because they
were exposed. Activities started to return and were
well-received throughout the year. We were able
to have a VERY successful Book of Mormon Day
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Priesthood
Education
Classes

servant of the Lord in presenting this material
was a blessing and wonderful example to all
those who attended. These Saturday morning
classes provided a tremendous ministry for
those who were privileged to attend.

By Elder David Joyce
Wadestown, West Virginia
Priesthood Education Committee Chairman

These sessions were recorded and are available
on the eldersconference.org website under
“Priesthood Education Events and Resources.”
This includes an outline for each session.
These sessions were organized (along with the
accompanying outlines) so that they could be
replayed in their entirety with future classes, or
so that other instructors could take the material
and present their own class on the subject as
they felt led.

the June 2020 Conference of
D uringRestoration
Elders, a resolution was

passed to provide priesthood education classes
which could be used locally or as part of a larger
online format, as a means to provide consistent
and uniform instruction to the Priesthood of
Christ’s Church.
The committee was charged with organizing
efforts to educate any individual, whether he be
in the priesthood or a “called” candidate, and to
have the oversight to recommend instructional
materials and instructors for the education of
the priesthood. The resolution also required
the committee to organize multi-session classes
offered quarterly for each priesthood office,
deacon through elder, either virtually (Zoom)
or in person.
The committee began in the fall of 2020 to
address the content and to select instructors for
this series of classes. The Spirit moved quickly
upon the committee members and our invited
quests to provide a vast collection of resources
and topics we felt needed addressed. The result
is an ongoing process, and as of March 2021,
we have been blessed with two fantastic classes
and a third on the way.
The classes to date have focused on “The
Purpose and Nature of Priesthood,” why it was
instituted, why it was necessary, its purpose,
how it was/is obtained, and its characteristics.
Elder Ray Magargee was selected to present
these first classes. The humble nature of a
10 Tidings of Zion

Our first classes saw 134 registrations with 95
online participating sites with several sites
hosting multiple priesthood members. Those
responding to the questionnaire following
the class represented 9 states and 2 countries
outside of the US. The overall evaluation from
those participating in the classes was very
positive. We hope to have many more join us as
we continue this powerful work for the benefit
of the Kingdom.
Future classes will
include the following
topics:
priesthood
authority, ordinances
and
sacraments,
duties of individual
priesthood
offices,
Elder Ray Magargee
visiting
ministry,
Restoration distinctives, and more.
We would invite all Restoration branches and
priesthood to consider these classes as a way
to unite our efforts as a church in service to the
Lord. Our Father has blessed us with many
experienced men in the priesthood who have so
much to offer to the body as a whole. I pray we
take advantage of every opportunity to learn
and grow together through these classes.

Bold and Faithful Men
of God
By Elder Thomas Mitchell
Independence, Missouri
23rd, priesthood members and
O n January
men from many Restoration branches

in the Center Place, some from as far away as
California, gathered at the Oak Grove Restoration
Branch for worship, classes, and fellowship
coordinated by the Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE), the Pastors of Zion (POZ), and the
Central Missouri Restoration Branches (CMRB).
The gathering of men included many others
outside of the Center Place virtually as well.
Elder Steve Kropp from the Wellington branch
and a member of the CRE Coordinating Council
presided over the morning and afternoon
worship and introduced the morning class
instructors. In the opening worship, a priesthood
member holding each office and calling was up
front to share in their respective ministries.

with prayer, discussion, and testimonies. The
good Spirit was present, moving among those
participating and led by those men who had
diligently prepared to share. Before concluding
the day’s activities, Brother Steve was moved
to ask for a special administration for Brother
Brady Winager from California for strength and
discernment as he is all but alone in his ministry
in southern California.

Elder Kendal Geno

Elder Val Brotherton
Elder Steve Kropp

Elder Andrew King

The theme for the morning was taken from
Alma chapters 21 and 24: “Bold and Faithful
Men of God.” Class discussions were led by
Andrew King from the Outreach branch, Val
Brotherton from the Lexington branch, and
Kendal Geno from the Cameron branch finished
the instructional section with a heartfelt plea
and testimonies concerning our service and love
for the “least among us.” The day concluded

Those who planned this event wish to thank
those who offered ministry that day, Don
Norman for his support and the use of the Oak
Grove branch, and Kevin McMillian from the
Zarahemla branch who ensured the activities
were available through Zoom to men unable to
attend physically. To view a video recording of
the retreat and to access PowerPoints of two of
the classes, go to the CRE home page at www.
eldersconference.org.

Tidings of Zion 11

12 Tidings of Zion

Tidings of Zion 13

Restoration Women’s
Council - 2021 Spring
Classes

or on pre-recorded links. Handouts and prerecorded links can be found on the Restoration
Women’s Council Facebook group at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
restorationwomenscouncil.

The Restoration Women’s Spring Classes have
started! March 2nd was the first class, taught
by Sister Pat Chadwick. Mark your calendars
for Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. to participate
in these classes. They will run from March 2nd
through May 25th on Oak Grove Restoration
Branch’s livestream at:
https://livestream.com/accounts/4027297

Below is the matrix that contains the themes,
speakers, and how the class will be shared. Once
again, Sister Pat Chadwick will be introducing
the theme and teaching the first two weeks of
each month. We have several other women of
the Restoration who will be teaching the other
classes. Please keep these ladies in your prayers
as they continue to prepare for the upcoming
classes.

Restoration Women’s Council - 2021 Spring Classes
The Restoration Women’s Council will once again be sponsoring three months of spring classes. They will begin on March 2nd and go through May
25th. A variety of speakers will be sharing topics based on the Patriarch’s Pamphlet that has been the basis for our classes this past Fall and last
Spring. The majority of classes will be shared via Oak Grove Restoration’s livestream. The link is listed below. The livestream classes will begin at
10 a.m. The classes that will be pre-recorded will have a link for you to use to gain access. As we receive the recordings, we will be updating the
table below with that information via our Facebook page. The Council prays that you will be filled with the Lord’s spirit as you listen to these
women share what the Lord has placed upon their heart. Many blessings to each of you!
Oak Grove’s livestream link: https://livestream.com/accounts/4027297?query=Oak%20Grove%20Restoration&cat=account

Date

Teacher

Class topic

Livestream/Recorded Links

March theme: Am I Willing to Give My Whole Soul Unto Christ?
March 2nd
Pat Chadwick
Virtuous Woman
March 9th
Pat Chadwick
Virtuous Woman
th
March 16
Pat Chadwick
Virtuous Woman
March 23rd Sylvia Powell
Joyful Sacrificial Living
th
March 30
Monica Twombly Joyful Transformation

Oak Grove livestream
Oak Grove livestream
Oak Grove livestream
Oak Grove livestream
Pre-recorded

April theme:
Days?
April 6th
April 13th
April 20th

Oak Grove livestream
Oak Grove livestream
Pre-recorded

April 27th
May theme:
May 4th
May 11th
May 18th
May 25th

Am I Willing to Enter into a Covenant with My Lord to Serve Him all the Remainder of My
Pat Chadwick
Living in Covenant with God
Pat Chadwick
Living in Covenant with God
Monica Moreland Keeping the Commandments of God
and the Promise of His Blessings
Melissa Herron
Becoming One in Christ

Pre-recorded

Core Values and Statements by the Patriarch’s that will Lead Us to be a Prepared People
Pat Chadwick
Joy in the Journey
Oak Grove livestream
Pat Chadwick
Joy in the Journey
Oak Grove livestream
Susan Freeze
Jesus, My Rock and My Comfort
Oak Grove livestream
Pat Chadwick
Becoming the Bride of Christ
Oak Grove livestream
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Restoration Women’s
Council’s Winter Gathering

Ministry of the
High Priest

By Jackie Frinsthal
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

By High Priest Cloyce Coffman
Stewartsville, Missouri

Restoration Women’s Council’s Winter
T he Gathering
was held virtually this year

G

on February 6, 2021, via Zoom. The theme for
this event was “Be Still and Know that I am
Trustworthy.”
Andrea Alaniz led the gathering off with a
beautiful song, and then Caylee Johnson was
the guest speaker. She shared many of the trials
and hardships she went through in trying to
have a family and how she totally had to trust
in God and His will for her life. So often we hear
about God’s love and concern for us, but how
often are we willing to trust Him with all of our
heart, might, mind, and strength.
Psalms 91:2 says: “I will say of the Lord, He is
my refuge and my fortress, My God; in Him
will I trust.” We must trust in Him, as Caylee
did, and with patience and faith, the blessings
will come.
We were then divided into small groups via
Zoom and were able to share with four or five of
our sisters any prayer concerns we were dealing
with. It’s always such a help and comfort to
share with sisters in the faith regarding issues
or problems weighing us down. Not only does
it bring us closer together, but it also reinforces
the fact that we must submit our will to our
Heavenly Father and put our faith and trust in
Him.
Psalms 5:11 reads: “Let all those that put their
trust in Thee rejoice.”

od created man and woman in His own image,
and after His own likeness created He them.
He created a garden and placed them in it. God told
them, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it; nevertheless, thou mayest
choose for thyself, for it is given unto thee; but
remember that I forbid it; for in the day thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:19-22). God
gave man agency to choose good or evil. He gave
man commandments from the beginning to obey.
“Adam knew his wife, and she bare unto him sons
and daughters, and they began to multiply, and
to replenish the earth. … And he gave unto them
commandments, that they should worship the Lord
their God. … And Adam was obedient unto the
commandments of the Lord. … And Adam and Eve
blessed the name of God; and they made all things
known unto their sons and their daughters. And
Satan came among them, saying, I am also a son of
God … and they loved Satan more than God. And
men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual,
and devilish” (Genesis 4:2, 5-6, 12-13). Thus, mankind
has been shut out from the presence of God.
God has sought from the beginning of time to call
men and women back into His presence, to be
obedient to His commandments, and to teach their
children that all men everywhere must repent or
they can in no wise inherit the Kingdom of God.
Thus, God has from the beginning called and
ordained men to serve Him in various priesthood
offices to help mankind, especially those who have
covenanted in the waters of baptism to keep God’s
commandments all their life.
The ministry of the priesthood should be taken very
seriously by those called and ordained to serve the
Lord, and by the members who receive them as well.
God called and chose men to represent Him before
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His people in all ages. Alma, speaking specifically
of the high priesthood in the last several verses of
chapter 9 and the first few verses of chapter 10 of
the book of Alma, emphasizes that “this holy calling
of the Lord was prepared from the foundation of
the world … to teach His commandments unto the
children of men, that they might enter into His rest,
this high priesthood being after the order of His Son,
which order was from the foundation of the world:
without beginning of days or end of years, being
prepared from eternity to all eternity according to
His foreknowledge of all things” (Alma 9:68-71).
“All things were confirmed unto Adam by a holy
ordinance” (Genesis 5:45). “And Adam hearkened
unto the voice of God and called upon his sons to
repent” (Genesis 6:1). By the power of the Spirit of
God, Adam was baptized of water and the Holy Ghost
(Genesis 6:67-68). Adam was ordained to the office of
high priest (Genesis 6:70). This authority was passed
from father to son from generation to generation.
“And they were preachers of righteousness, and
spake and prophesied, and called upon all men
everywhere to repent. And faith was taught unto the
children of men” (Genesis 6:24). “Abraham received
the priesthood from Melchisedec; who received it
through the lineage of his fathers, … which priesthood
continueth in the church of God in all generations,
and is without beginning of days or end of years. And
the Lord confirmed a priesthood also upon Aaron
and his seed throughout all their generations, which
priesthood also continueth and abideth forever, with
the priesthood which is after the holiest order of
God” (Doctrine and Covenants 83:2e-3a).
As time passed, the Lord called and ordained others
to assist in the great work amongst men. Attention
is called specifically to the authorization of Aaron
and the sons of Levi to be assistants to Moses in the
great task of preparing the Israelites to enter into the
Promised Land. In the Doctrine and Covenants 104, we
are told the Melchisedec priesthood is to administer
in spiritual things. “The power and authority of the
higher, or Melchisedec, priesthood, is to hold the keys
of all spiritual blessings of the church; to have the
privilege of receiving the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven; to have the heavens opened unto them;
to commune with the general assembly and church
of the Firstborn; and to enjoy the communion and
presence of God the Father, and Jesus the Mediator
of the new covenant. The power and authority of the
lesser, or Aaronic, priesthood is, to hold the keys of the
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ministering of angels, and to administer in outward
ordinances—the letter of the gospel—the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins, agreeably to
the covenants and commandments” (Doctrine and
Covenants 104:9-10).
The words of Apostle Paul to the Hebrew Saints
share some valuable principles. In Hebrews 3:14, we read: “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers
of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; who was
faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses
was faithful in all his house. For he [Jesus Christ]
was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath
more honor than the house. For every house is
builded by some man; but he that built all things is
God.” In Hebrews 5:1-6, we read: “For every high
priest taken from among men is ordained for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts
and sacrifices for sins; who can have compassion on
the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way;
for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.
And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so
also for himself to offer for sins. And no man taketh
this honor unto himself … but he that said unto him,
‘Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee.’ As he
said also in another place, ‘Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melchisedec.’” Apostle Paul, in
Hebrews 7:3, continues: “For this Melchisedec was
ordained a priest after the order of the Son of God,
which order was without father, without mother,
without descent, having neither beginning of days,
nor end of life. And all those who are ordained unto
this priesthood are made like unto the Son of God,
abiding a priest continually.” We are told that the
“same priesthood which was in the beginning, shall
be in the end of the world also” (Genesis 6:7).
Another significant point to be reminded of is that
“… in the ordinances thereof, the power of godliness
is manifest; and without the ordinances thereof and
the authority of priesthood, the power of godliness is
not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this,
no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and
live” (Doctrine and Covenants 83:3c). Priesthood is
essential in the Church today as we seek to prepare
our hearts and minds to be sanctified for the coming
of the Lord and His Kingdom upon the Earth.
Consider the responsibilities of the high priest. 1) He
is to administer the gospel of Jesus Christ. 2) He is to

preside over the Church and conduct all meetings as
directed by the Holy Spirit. 3) He is to manifest the
power of godliness. 4) By his living example, he is
to lead others to God and His Kingdom. 5) He is to
preach repentance unto the people. 6) He is to teach
the commandments of God to the children of all.
7) He is to teach faith in God. 8) He is to offer gifts
and sacrifices for the sins of all mankind. 9) He is to
administer in spiritual things. 10) He is empowered
to function in all offices of the church. 11) He holds
the key of the mysteries of the Kingdom. 12) He is
to call all mankind to “Come unto Christ and be
perfected in Him.”
The primary function of the high priest is to bring
spiritual ministry to the people. Just as Jesus Christ
was the “Good Shepherd” in the flesh, so the high
priests are to follow His example. The primary
function of the Aaronic Priesthood is to be assistant
shepherds that the people may be prepared to
receive the spiritual ministry the Lord desires to
give us. The Lord has called individuals to serve in
His priesthood “for the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ; till we, in the unity of the faith, all come
to the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ; that we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive”
(Ephesians 4:12-14).
The Lord has told us that “the hastening time is here
and greater unity than ever before is necessary if
the forces of the opposition are to be met; and such
unity will prevail if those holding the priesthood
will remember their commission to preach the
gospel, and each officer will strive to discharge his
own duty and magnify his calling” (D&C 135:2bc). He has further said: “It will be profitable for my
servants of the eldership to meet often for study,
under the direction of those having responsibility to
teach ... in preparation for the greater endowment
of spiritual power which has been promised and
which awaits the time when they can receive it. The
hopes of my people and the goals of my church,
while not yet fully realized, and at times and to
many seemingly distant, are closer to realization
than many recognize” (D&C 142:4b-5a).
May we support in our prayers those who serve the
Lord in His Priesthood.

The Mildred Smith Mission
Health Center Clinic Update
By Elder Doug Smith
Odessa, Missouri
4, 2021: The Mildred Smith Mission
J anuary
Health Center officially opened for service. I

must admit that over the last two years, there have
been times when I wondered if I would ever be
able to write that. Between the bureaucratic web
that entangles every institution, both government
and private, and the challenges the people face in
a low-resource environment, it has definitely been
one of the most challenging things Judi and I have
undertaken in our lives.
There can be no doubt, however, that we have
not been alone in this endeavor. Many people
have given their time, talents, and resources to
make this a reality, but the praise has to go to our
Heavenly Father, because it has been His hand
that has held us up and brought us through. Time
after time, when it looked like there was no way
forward, God would answer the prayers with the
right person, at the right time, in the right place,
with the right decision, and the obstacle would
be overcome. It has happened so frequently that
instead of wondering if it was going to be possible,
we began just wondering what God was going
to do this time! From a facility to work out of, to
equipment, to personnel, God has truly blessed us.
Let me give you some examples.
We needed to have someone with medical
knowledge and experience, as well as a good
understanding of the local languages, to work with
me in the clinic. We interviewed several nurses and
were not able to afford the most-qualified ones, but
we also were praying that we could find someone
with church affiliation who we could hire. It was
brought to our attention that there was a young
man named Efgo Lawis who was very good with
languages—he was one of the team working on
the Book of Mormon translation into Kiswahili—
who was working as a clinical officer in Nairobi. A
clinical officer is somewhat like a physician assistant
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in the US. We contacted Efgo and found out he had
certifications in both medicine and surgery and had
worked in refugee camps in northern Kenya for
the Red Cross prior to his current employment. He
also had qualified for medical school but had only
been able to attend for one year because of lack of
funds. We could not
match his current
salary, but then
Judi had a brilliant
idea. Could we offer
him a lower salary
but offer to secure
funding for his next
year of medical
school? Efgo was
thrilled to have the
opportunity, so he
agreed. That left us
with only lacking the
$6,000 to pay for his
next year of school.
We hoped to be able to find donors who would
support his education but did not know where the
money would come from—until God moved and
the funds were there within the month! He has
been invaluable to getting the clinic set up with
the pharmaceuticals we need, helping me know
what treatments and testing are available, and in
navigating the local culture in business dealings!
We are going to sorely miss him when he returns to
his studies in September, but we trust the Lord will
provide an amazing successor and will continue
to provide for Efgo as he completes his medical
training.
We needed to get a receptionist, or thought we did.
What we learned was that we were required to
have a Health Records Information Officer (HRIO.)
We put out the word for applicants, and several
people applied. It was definitely a matter for our
prayers that we find the right person. There was
one applicant who particularly stood out, but she
had less experience than another, so we initially
went with the more experienced applicant. We
sent her our offer, only to find that, after several
years of not being able to find a job, she had just
been offered a teaching position in Nairobi to train
other HRIOs. Instead, the one who had stood out
throughout the application process was our choice.
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She was a little confused to have been sent a letter
thanking her for her application one day and then
within twelve hours getting an offer to work with
us, but she was happy to come on board. Her name
is Brendah Okoth, and she had applied after a
friend had texted her that there was “a new clinic
in town.” She has
been the perfect
person for the job,
compassionate and
caring as the first
person to get our
clients, but we also
found out that she
had actually worked
in
a
pharmacy
before, so she was
able to help us set
up the “in house”
pharmacy to serve
our patients!
God has even been working behind the scenes to
get us organized long before we even recognized
it. We needed to have a web-based medical records
system so no local disaster or break-in would
lose our patients’ records. About three years ago,
I was flying from Nairobi to Kisumu while on a
missionary trip, and I met a young woman from
the US. She said she was helping out a friend,
doing some computer development on medical
records software to be used by medical mission
trips. This was before we had started on our current
endeavor, but I checked it out anyway. It was okay
but not exactly what I thought we would need for
a clinic if we ever had one. When the clinic actually
started to come around, we went with another
company based in the US. They were very helpful
with training and support, but within one week of
opening, it was obvious it was not going to work.
This was due to the fact that we couldn’t get our
vital signs entered in the metric system, it wouldn’t
recognize our Kenyan address on printed scripts
or letters, and it would totally crash when we had
our frequent power outages, causing us to lose
all of our unsaved work for the day. We decided
to recheck with Backpack EMR, the company the
young woman worked for, and found they had
exactly what we needed. Within days, we had
transferred over to the new system and were up and

running, without
missing a patient!
I never would
have known about
it except for a
“chance” meeting
three years ago! As
an aside, we asked
the Backpack EMR
folks who the
person I met was,
and they have no
idea who it would
have been!
In 2018, I went
to
a
National
Family
Practice
conference in New Orleans, and while we hadn’t
gotten things for the clinic set up yet, we were on
track to start. I went to a meeting of the Global
Medicine Interest Group and met a doctor who
was from Columbia University who told me they
had a program called ICap that was working with
HIV/AIDS treatment in Kenya. I lost his contact
information, but as we got started, it was obvious
we were going to need a way to get our HIV testing
and treatment done for our patients. Across the
intersection from where we turn to go to the clinic,
I saw a sign for ICap and thought several times I
should go in and enquire about their services and
find out if we could work together. One day I was
out running errands and just had the impression
I should turn in the gate, so I did. I found that the
national director, Dr. Mark, and his assistant were
visiting from Nairobi that day. They were glad to
meet me and got excited about the possibility of
working with us. They brought their team to the
clinic, saw we had a room they could use, and the
director said, “We can get all the furnishings we
need brought over, and you can just call us when
you have someone who needs testing, and we will
come, right?” Everyone agreed it was possible,
and not just for HIV testing, but they would also
transport patients for COVID-19 testing and
tuberculosis testing! Those are very expensive
otherwise, and with the local public hospitals
being shuttered due to a nurses’ strike, there really
was not much of an option for our patients.

Since we have opened our doors, we have been able
to be a blessing to many people. There is medical
care available in Kenya, but for many of the church
people who do not have the resources to access it,
having comprehensive care for themselves and
their families had only been a dream. Even when
they were able to get initial diagnoses, followup care often fell to the side in the face of all the
economic challenges, made worse by the current
COVID situation. Just in the first month, we have
been able to diagnose a lady with swelling in her
left arm for almost a year, who had gone through
multiple tests and hospitalizations without a
diagnosis, with breast cancer. Another young boy
had been treated for recurrent “malaria” for several
months. He was getting sick every two weeks
and would seem to get better with treatment,
only to get worse again. We were able to correctly
diagnose him with brucellosis, or undulant fever,
and get him on the six-week regimen of treatment
he needed to be cured.
Hulda Simba, one of our stalwart church members,
had her left eye removed several years ago due
to cancer in the eye. She had the surgery done in
Tanzania because there was a doctors’ strike in
Kenya and then had not been able to have any
follow-up since that time. She has been suffering
with headaches ever since the surgery and had not
been able to get any relief, and she was concerned
that the cancer had recurred. But without resources
to be evaluated, she had to just wait and see. We
were able to get a CT scan of her head, thanks to
donations and the oblation fund here, and got
her to KenyaRelief, another organization that has
visiting teams of doctors. They were having a team
of ophthalmologists come, and she was able to be
evaluated and receive a nerve block on the nerve
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that had been affected by the surgery.

FSM Update

Beyond the medical care, however, the real blessing
has been the spiritual blessing as we pray for the
patients every morning and evening, and with the
patients while they are in the office. We know at
best we can only offer a cure, but God is the one
who heals. Being here has also given Judi and I
the opportunity to participate in teaching Sunday
school classes, monthly women’s meetings,
Wednesday evening Zoom services, preaching
assignments in local congregations, doing Saturday
classes for the students at Attenzion (the Church
School for Technical Education), and missionary
outreach to new locations on the weekends.

By Elder Bob Dickson
Grain Valley, Missouri

Many people have asked us about our current
needs. We are in the process of finding a new
location where we can own the property and the
clinic instead of renting, as we are now. Contracts
in Kenya are not the same as in the US, and with
unpredictable rent rates, we need to be putting
the money into our own location. We also are in
need of setting up our own laboratory facilities.
The cost to patients so far has been decreased by
keeping the consulting fees low with volunteer
clinicians, and the cost of pharmaceuticals has
been dramatically cut since we can buy them at
wholesale and often sell them at ten times less
than the open market. But the cost of necessary lab
tests often cost patients ten times what the office
visit costs! Our overall goal is also to have a mobile
clinic that can go to the rural areas and set up in the
church congregations on a routine basis so patients
can have follow-up care, even if they cannot travel
to the clinic. That means getting vehicles that can
travel in any environment and some duplication of
equipment. We also anticipate growing beyond an
outpatient facility to having inpatient capabilities
in the future, all while maintaining the standard
of loving, compassionate care for some of the most
vulnerable, most beautiful people in the world.
If you had told me this was all possible just three
years ago, I would have thought you were crazy. I
can only be reminded of the scripture inscribed on
Judi’s and my wedding rings: “Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9
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of Freedom Stewardship Ministries
T he officers
wanted to take this opportunity to provide

all of the Saints with an update on our activities
since the last issue of the Tidings.
A number of families have approached the Ministry
for stewardship guidance and, in some cases, relief
from their smothering consumer debt. FSM has
now refinanced consumer debt for six families,
with a seventh family to be assisted by the time this
issue is published. A number of other families have
received counseling on family budget matters by
various of our officers.
To date, the Ministry has received donations of
almost $125,000, and we have refinanced consumer
debt in the amount of over $57,000. All of those
whom we have financed are current in their
payments to FSM. Our refinancing has significantly
eased the cash flow of the families we have helped.
While we always keep those whom we have
assisted anonymous, you should know that our
counseling has opened the door for us to share the
Gospel with one family member. Praise the Lord!
We also wanted to take this opportunity to thank
the many Saints who have provided monetary
support and prayer support for this ministry. We
recognize the sacrifice involved for those who have
made donations, both large and small, to the cause.
Those donations have allowed us to bless all of the
families who have approached us. We believe the
follow-up ministry and counseling we provide has
helped a number of families stay on the course of
faithful stewardship. One of the families we have
helped has already begun to reach out to help other
families in need.
We continue to request your prayers as we try to
meet the needs of Saints in need.

Keeping the
Lord’s Day
Wholly to Him
By Elder Thomas Mitchell
Independence, Missouri
(From excerpts of sermons, classes, and studies on why
we as a people struggle to keep the Lord’s Day holy)

has been said and debated over the
M uchyears,
in and out of the Restoration

church, concerning “keeping the sabbath”—or
what is commonly called among Christians “the
Lord’s Day”—holy. I believe we as a people have
often spent more time on the various arguments
and justifications as to what we should do or
not do, and what certain people do or do not do,
on which day, instead of focusing our energies
on carefully choosing activities that would give
opportunity to make this day truly holy in our
lives.
A general reading of related latter-day scripture
on this topic distills down into the following
generalities listed below. Because the focus of
this article is keeping the Lord’s Day holy, by
using these scriptures as our guide, we can
avoid a lengthy scriptural lesson on Israeli/
Jewish history and the meaning of the sabbath
and current arguments of it vs. the Lord’s Day.
The following direction has been given through
latter-day prophets (see D&C Sections 59, 68,
119, etc):
• Observe, until further directed, Sunday
(first day of the week) as the sabbath or
Lord’s Day as it was observed by the New
Testament church and in Restoration latterday history;
•

To keep it holy; as a day of worship;

• Go to the house of prayer and offer up
our sacraments as a day appointed to “rest
from labors” and to “pay devotions unto the
Most High;”

• Offer oblations, and sacraments, unto
the Most High, “confessing our sins unto thy
brethren, and before the Lord;”
• To do “no other thing,” only let food
be prepared with singleness of heart, that
fasting may be perfect;…that our joy may be
full; “This is fasting and prayer; or, in other
words, rejoicing and prayer;”
• “Refrain from unnecessary work;”
nevertheless, “nothing should be permitted
to go to waste on that day, nor should
necessary work be neglected;” to be not harsh
in judgment to those who do otherwise, and
therefore be merciful;
• To do these things “with thanksgiving,
with cheerful hearts, and countenances; not
with much laughter, for this is sin, but with a
glad heart and a cheerful countenance.”
What does it mean to be holy? Dictionary
definitions give the first predominant meaning
of this word as dedicated or consecrated. This is
in harmony with the focus of the commandments
regarding the Lord’s Day. God has continually
said He cannot abide the least degree of sin in
His holy presence, for He is holy. From some
of our earliest scriptural writings in Leviticus,
chapter 11, the Lord has said to mankind, “Be ye
holy as I am holy.” If, therefore, we desire to have
fellowship in the Spirit on our appointed day of
worship, it is incumbent for us as followers to
consecrate or set apart our time to be with God
by striving to be like Him.
What does it mean when it says it is the Lord’s
Day? Saints, there comes a time in the life of
every follower of Jesus when we must decide
to make righteous choices. Today is a day of
choosing for each of us. We are agents, stewards
over time and resources, and can fill our days
with whatever thoughts and activities we desire.
But only if we relinquish our carnal desires for
His holy will can we ever become like Him
in thoughts and deeds. After the six days of
creation in Genesis, the Father said all His work
was good, and He and the Son rested. For the
benefit of man, the type and shadow of God’s
actions became a commandment to ancient
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Israel and revelation given to us to do the same.
Doctrine and Covenants Section 59a specifically
points with clarity and simplicity to the heart of
this endeavor. If we take this revelation verse
on face value, referenced with the caveats in
verses above and below, a clear commandment
is expressed that we are to do “no other thing”
on the day of the Lord.
“No other thing.”
It does not say “no other thing” besides what is
important to us. It does not say “no other thing”
except what I desire to do because it makes
me happy or content. It does not say “no other
thing” except what we can justify by wresting
the scriptures. God said through the prophet
Joseph Smith the martyr: “No other thing.”
The same instructions for the sabbath were
given in ancient Israel, and later on what was
professed and strictly followed in Christian
communities in the American colonies.
Yes, there are exceptions. The scriptures make it
clear that some work needs done, like farmers
feeding their livestock, that some individuals
may need to work for the good of the community,
like nurses and firefighters. We are commanded
that nothing should go to waste. There are times
that we may be required to travel or be away from
home and our local church, which may require
a different agenda on that particular day. There
are always exceptions. However, let our hearts
dwell on how we might choose righteously to
do everything in our power to choose activities
and attitudes to make this day holy, set apart
from the world unto God, whenever possible.
The word given across scripture does not say if
we chose otherwise that the Lord will not love
us or that we are to be cast out of the church. I
can find no admonition in the Word of God that
if someone else chooses to behave differently
than I do concerning this appointed day that it
is my inherent responsibility to speak harshly to
them or about them. It does say that if we keep
the day holy with thanksgiving and purpose
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that we can keep ourselves unspotted from the
world, be obedient to the commandments, and
thereby be richly blessed by the activities and
state of mind we choose on the Lord’s Day.
One activity that has helped me over the years in
dedicating this day unto the Lord is beginning
my preparations and focus on the eve of
Sunday. By setting aside Saturday evening, like
the Jews begin their sabbath on Friday evening,
I make sure my clothes are ready, that I have
my church school lessons prepared, the car is
full of gas, that we have prepared something
simple for the Sunday noon meal with enough
to share if we are led to invite someone home
to fellowship, etc. I make all the physical and
spiritual preparations needed for the following
day, which usually requires avoidance of
entertainment or other activities and is often
accompanied by fasting and prayer. Whereby,
I eliminate on many occasions the attempt to
“rush into” the presence of the Lord on Sunday
as I arrive at church. The twenty-four-hour day
then ends Sunday evening with preparations
for Monday morning in the world, which are
often so hectic with families.
Through a rational Spirit-led search of the Word
of God, accompanied by an honest search within
us as covenant children, the function of keeping
the Lord’s Day holy becomes abundantly clear:
to allow us time and relief from every burden
and every distraction of the world. On this day
each week, we can enjoy the richness of the Spirit
and communion with one another through
those activities we might willingly choose to do
on the Lord’s Day to honor Him.
Let us, then, Saints, remember: it is His day, not
ours, as we so often believe and act. Let us make
the effort to join together in obedience so that:
• At least one day in the week our eyes
would be fastened upon Jesus, the “author
and the finisher of our faith,” that His gospel
might finally be our gospel, that His will
might finally become our will, that all the
things of this world that entice the eye and
draw the heart might be seen for what they

really are, just temporary trappings with no
lasting eternal value,
• One day a week we might be filled and
overflowing with the Spirit of God, that one
day in the week we might see one another
in love and understanding in a righteous
manner, that all the needs of the body of
Christ would be met by that body,
• One day a week we might take time for
purposeful prayer, sacrificial fasting, and
searching the scriptures diligently that we
might desire to perfect our gifts and talents
for the good of the whole of the body of
Christ and not be consumed in ourselves/
for ourselves.
• One day in the week we might see
ourselves in relation to Christ as we really
are, not as we pretend we are, but in a true
perspective, and doing so like King Lamoni
that we may seek to “give away all our sins”
to know God.
• During the other six days a week we
could learn to behave likewise, to live in the
moment given us by the Lord, to work hard
for those needed transformational changes,
learning from our past failures, to struggle
and yet have exceeding great joy, and to
testify by the living out of Christ’s covenants
and commandments, demonstrating in real
time, with real intent, with real actions, in the
real world, that the Gospel of Christ works.
That we could emulate the love of God, in
all of its power and all its beauty, through
the intricate, wonderful differing gifts of
each person poured out with purpose into
the souls of mankind to a world seemingly
doomed to destruction.
May the Lord of Hosts, the great Lion of Judah,
the Prince of Peace, convict our hearts to the need
to relinquish this designated day unto Him, to
keep it holy, that you and I, by our righteous
choices, may learn and grow to be wholly His.

Gathering

By Shari Mason
Vancouver, Washington

I

was asked to share a testimony our Lord
gave me back in the late fall of 2018, which
I am happy to do. But first, a little prelude: We
knew our son had put in a request to transfer
from the G.P. mill in Camas, Washington, to the
G.P. mill in Missouri, but it wasn’t granted until
October 2017. It came as a surprise as well as a
blessing that his first day of work there would
be October 30th! With this in mind, Ed and I
started thinking, again, about gathering in from
Washington. We started praying alone and as a
couple if this was God’s timing for us. We both
were told at different times that God had a work
for us to do here in Washington, and we didn’t
want to go until it was His timing.
Those who know us know that family is very
important to us. Not being able to be with our
three youngest grandchildren as they continued
to grow was something neither of us could
imagine. But when our minds did wonder there,
we became sad and weary. For over thirty years,
we have made many happy memories with all
of our children and grandchildren, as well as
with friends and my career as a licensed in-home
daycare/preschool director. Gathering would
mean a BIG change. We would not only be leaving
what became our dream home in the country, but
it would also mean not living close to Korin, our
oldest daughter, and Rachel & her family, which
includes our three oldest grandkids: Ben, Leann
& Charity.
We have been blessed to travel to Missouri to
be with Dustin’s family a few times since their
move. We knew we would end up there but did
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not “hear” God’s direction as of yet. We looked
at a number of properties and houses online and
in person, but none felt right. We have loved
living in the country with our horses, garden,
fruit trees, berry bushes, & vines. Living in the
city was a “no” for us, or so we thought. Dustin
and Pricilla would send us pictures of houses for
sale within a bike ride from them, and I decided
that we are getting older and should scale down.
After all, I was going to physical therapy at the
time for tears in my shoulder and hip muscles,
as well as other health problems. Living in town
started to sound better and better all the time.
Yes, the decision was made. It’s what I wanted!
In the late fall of 2018 while staying at “the other
Mason’s”, Ed and I looked at more houses,
mostly the ones close to them. On a Wednesday
night after looking at houses during the day, we
were telling Dustin and Pricilla about some of
them. Ed and I again prayed that night for God’s
desire for us at this time in our lives, for as of
yet, we had not “heard His voice calling us to
gather.” I was told in my Patriarchal Blessing
that I would hear His voice when He calls me to
gather. I fell asleep, praying. At about 4:00 a.m.,
I was awakened with a sensation like someone
was in the room. I opened my eyes, rolled over,
and tried to go back to sleep. The feeling did not
leave me, and I then realized it was the Holy
Spirit that woke me. I went into the living room
and prayed, “God, are You wanting to talk to
me?” With all of my body, I felt Him speak to me,
saying, “Buy land in Jackson County. The mark of
the beast is real. My people will be hungry. Feed
My people.” I must have been in shock because
I said to Him, “Don’t You know I’m getting
old? That we decided not to have a big garden
anymore with all of the work that goes into it.
That I want to live in one of these cute houses
in town by my son’s family?” Then I realized I
was arguing with GOD! I said, “Okay, Lord,
I trust You to know what is best (or something
like that).” I went back to bed and mulled this
over and over again in my mind, thinking about
telling my husband when he woke up.
In June the following year, 2019, at the Pacific
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Northwest (PNW) Summer Series, we met
Brother Brian Mundy. We went on a walk and
talk by the lake with a few people. Ed and Brian
continued walking after we reached the gathering
place while the rest of us stayed. Ed shared
testimonies with Brother Brian, and they quickly
became friends. A month later, we learned by
Jeff and Chris—my sis and her husband—that
Brother Brian had forty acres he was selling in
ten-acre parcels and that they had bought one.
Ed and I prayed over this, wondering if this was
God’s plan for us too. When Ed talked to Brian,
we decided to go to Missouri right away to take a
look at the land. It felt right, like God was leading
us there. The land is just about fifteen minutes
from Dustin’s. Not a bike ride, but close enough!
We have downsized a lot, even brought two
cargo trailers of our belongings to a storage unit
close to the property. Our home and outbuildings
are just about ready to be put up for sale. We
have looked at many floor plans and met with
a few builders. We don’t know for sure just
what God has in store for us, but we do trust He
will guide us to what is best. Our hope is to be
able to house others wanting to gather in while
they obtain permanent residence. To have land
enough that those who live in town but want to
join in a community garden can do so. We thank
our good, good God for His many blessings that
come both in trials and treasures and pray that
we are wise stewards over them.

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you,
5 Who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.

Our Gathering

By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri
is very plain and direct in His commands.
G od He
says what He means and means

what He says. Quite often, we do things our way
regardless of what God says.

Doctrine and Covenants 108:2a is plain and simple,
“...gather ye, together, O ye people of my church,
upon the land of Zion, all you that have not been
commanded to tarry.” So what was my problem?
Growing up in the Church near Tulsa, Oklahoma,
we had everything we thought we needed in the
Church, and there was very little, if any, talk about
gathering to the land of Zion. I graduated from
high school, went to Graceland College for one
year, and then did not return due to finances. I was
very active in the Church while working in the
world and had no desire to return to Graceland or
any other college.
In the summer of 1962, God opened a door and
pushed me through it, and I found myself back
at Graceland in the fall. Little did I know that I
was being prepared to gather to the Center Place
at a later date and be involved with Center Place
Restoration School.
I graduated from Graceland in 1965, and with
no thought of gathering, I returned home to my
beloved Oklahoma where I resumed my Church
activities as well as starting my career in the
field of education. I got married, and we had two
sons. Tulsa was now a Stake in the Church, I was
ordained an elder and then high priest, still with no
real interest in gathering.
It is difficult to pinpoint a time when my wife,
Sharon, and I really began to consider gathering,
but it was in the early 1980s. I was pastor of the

branch in Sand Springs, Oklahoma, and in 1984,
we had Elder Raymond Zinser come to our branch
for a weeklong preaching series. Brother Zinser
was one of the foremost proponents and teachers
regarding the gathering and Zion.
One night of the series, Brother Zinser spoke under
the influence of the Holy Spirit and spoke to six
individuals, with me being one of them. I was told,
“Not to worry about our geographical location,
FOR NOW.” This, indirectly, could be seen as a
commandment to tarry. Two years later, Ray called
me and told me he felt the restriction had been lifted
and we should proceed as led by the Holy Spirit.
We started to more earnestly seek the Lord in
regard to gathering and made some decisions. We
told God we would go at any time if He made that
known to us; otherwise, we would wait until 1993.
By 1993, both our sons had graduated from high
school and were out of state, and I could officially
retire from the Oklahoma School System. I was
actually awarded an extra year’s experience due to
accumulated sick leave.
In August of 1993, we were on our way to
Independence, Missouri, and have never looked
back. The Lord had made it known to me that I was
to work at Center Place Restoration School. That
was a concern because private Christian schools
do not pay a salary anywhere near what the public
schools do. However, God blessed us in that we did
as well or better than before, even with me working
at Center Place Restoration School.
The KEY to gathering is to obey God’s
commandment but to also follow His directions
as to how to gather. The early Latter Day Saints
did not do this and thus were run out of Missouri.
From 1844 to 1860, there was not much gathering
that took place. Joseph Smith III did not discourage
gathering but again cautioned the Saints as to how
to go about it.
Apostle Arthur Oakman once said that if the early
Latter Day Saints had followed God’s directions,
today the Church would most likely have
representatives in every country of the world. How
would that have affected our current situation
today?
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Gathering
Testimony
By Donna L. Rodgers
Independence, Missouri
my testimony of gathering to the Center
T his isPlace.
I share this that my husband,

children, and those who know me might see how
God works in each of our lives when His timing
is right and if we are receptive to Him. More
than forty years have now passed since these
experiences, but they remain fresh in my mind.
My first experience with God came back in 1976
when Sue Jordan suggested that I might be
administered to. We lived in a home in Sharon,
Pennsylvania. Sue lived on the bottom level with
my sister and her husband, and we lived upstairs.
I’m sure Sue could see that things were not quite
right in our young married lifestyle and thought an
administration was needed. I did not understand
administration nor do I ever remember having
had one before. When Sue asked me, at first I sort
of shrugged off the offer. My life was a mess, but
how could that change anything? Finally, I agreed
to it. I had nothing to lose.
Brother Ed Ryhal met with me, and we spoke
briefly. He knew nothing of me or my past. Only
God could have revealed the struggles I was going
through in my life. I sensed he knew through the
prayer.
The Lord spoke: “I, the Lord God, do love you
more than anyone else could ever love you and am
longing to reach out and draw you closer to me.”
I felt as though an electric shock circulated through
my entire body and felt the burden of sin literally
lifted from me as Ed’s hands were removed from
my head. My hair felt as though it were standing
on end. I felt free. For months following, I felt on
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fire, walking on air, weightless. It was a wonderful
feeling. But soon my life fell into old patterns, and
that wonderful feeling slowly departed as time
went by.
In the meantime, my sister Linda left Pennsylvania
to gather to Independence, Missouri. I thought she
had lost her mind, following some crazy idea and
leaving to be with a group of church people who
took her away from her family. Unbeknownst to
me, after Linda was settled in Independence, she
had been praying for me. The Lord spoke to her
and said I “was caught up in the world and that
He could not reach me.” AND I WAS!
At this time, Tom and I were living in housing
projects in Greenville, Pennsylvania, separated
but living together for the sake of our child. Being
led by the Spirit, one day my friend from school
showed up at my door with her husband. They
came to share the goodness of God with me and
all the things He had done for them and how
much He loved me. They were not of the faith I
was raised in, but neither was I at this time of my
life.
Then my second experience with hearing God’s
voice came. Our daughter Jennifer had come
down with a high fever. I was unable to get her
temperature down, and it frightened me. It
just so happened that my sister Linda and her
friend Beth Lucas were sent to Pennsylvania, not
knowing why but feeling led to come. The vehicle
they drove was in very poor shape with bald tires;
however, they made the trip with the help of God.
Along the way, they picked up my sister Sue to
come to visit. I explained to them that Jennifer
was ill and I was on my way to the hospital, but
they asked if they could come too.
At the hospital, her fever continued to climb, and
after time, they discussed admitting her. Beth—the
woman who came with my sister—reminded us
that the Temple Grove reunion was going on and
suggested administration for Jennifer. Why not? It
couldn’t hurt. Against the advice of the hospital,
at 1:00 a.m., we called the reunion caretaker, who,
though unimpressed by being woken up that time,

made arrangements for Brother Bob Moon to meet
us outside the dining hall early that morning.
Brother Moon asked me to hold Jennifer as he
administered to her. She fell asleep in my arms.
After he was finished, he said he would also like
to administer to me. Why not, I thought, but I did
not understand since I was not sick. I handed
Jennifer to Beth to hold. Again, God spoke to me.
“Donna, Donna,” he said with a firm, louder tone,
“I am God! Why have you forsaken me? Leave
the den of iniquity in which you live, and I will
give you many children, and you will teach these
children. All that is written in the Book of Life
has been wiped clean for you to start a new life. I
will not always strive with you.”
At some point through the administration, my
sister Sue had fallen to her hands and knees,
weeping like a baby. Linda and Beth were also
crying. All of us were in tears. It was then that I
realized God’s purpose for sending Linda and
Beth here—to gather me to the Center Place also.
I came home to tell Tom the experience I had
just had. I can still see the tears in his eyes, and
I watched how he felt when I told him I was
leaving him to come to Independence. But I could
not deny the experience I had and that I was to go.
And go I did…
Upon arriving in the Center Place, I was excited,
lonely, and unsure of what was really happening
after leaving behind Tom, family, my home, and
all my belongings. We came with only our clothes.
I felt the Spirit here, a feeling of freedom from the
life I left behind.
With all that goes on in a mom’s busy life, I was
beginning to skip prayer services and was feeling
very confused as to God’s purpose for me after
the series of events that led me here. As time
passed, I began to question if I had done the right
thing. I knew I had heard God, but was it here that
I was supposed to be? At Dale and Vivien Smith’s
home one day, they put me in contact with two
elders who I did not know or had never spoken to:

Brother Norbid and Brother Chapman.
Through another administration, again the Lord
spoke: “I have brought you here for the purpose
in which I have created you for…to seek clean
people.”
This confirmed His hand in bringing me here. As I
stood, one of the two said, “Don’t flub up!”
Tom followed me to the Center Place weeks later.
How wonderful is our God to place me right where
He knew I needed to be? I cannot imagine being
anywhere else. And I never again questioned my
experiences and have loved and enjoyed each
one He has brought into my life. It is my heart’s
greatest desire to be a part of His Kingdom one
day.
If it were not for these experiences, I do not know
where my life would have led me. But I am
grateful to God for His love and patience toward
me. He wants to take each of us from where we are
to where He wants us to be. I’m glad He brought
me here.

I Answered
God’s Call
By Dorothy Dalton
Independence, Missouri
girl, I wanted to learn
W henaboutI wasJesus.a little
There was a church in our

neighborhood, so I walked there one Sunday to
hear about Him. I went to Sunday school class
and sang in the children’s choir a few Sundays,
but I didn’t feel I was hearing what I needed to
hear. So, I stopped going. As I got older, some of
the neighbors took me to their churches. Still, I
was not satisfied.
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In the sixth grade, I joined a Girl Scout troop, but
that troop was boring since it was not active. When
I heard that Ginny Cottrill had a troop, I asked
her if I could join with her girls. They were very
active in earning money to go to Washington DC
and New York City. We earned enough through
paper drives, rummage sales, ice cream socials,
and minstrel shows to pay for all the girls.
Ginny had two daughters in her troop, but she
treated all the girls the same. I could tell by the
way she treated each of us that she had something
special to give. She became like a mother to all
of us. She taught us good manners, respect for
others, and to care about their feelings. As a Scout
leader, she not permitted to talk about her church.
I lost contact with her after Girl Scouts. Through
the years when she saw me at the store or on the
street, she would invite me to come to church.
She wrote me notes from time to time keeping me
interested in coming.
One Sunday morning, the Lord spoke to me and
said, “Why don’t you go to church today?” I went
to Ginny’s church, The Parkersburg Restoration
Branch of Jesus Christ, and started attending
regularly. We had Book of Mormon classes on
Wednesday evenings taught by Elder Glenn
Cottrill. Each night we would recite Moroni 10:4-5.
“And when ye shall receive these things, I would
exhort you that ye would ask God, the eternal
Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not
true; And if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with
real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest
the truth of it unto you by the power of the Holy
Ghost; and by the power of the Holy Ghost, ye
may know the truth of all things.”
As I was driving home one evening, I laid my hand
on the Book of Mormon and asked, “Is this book
true?” That evening I knew it was true. I never
doubted it. As I learned more and more about the
church, I knew this was the one for me. I felt it in
my heart. So, in 2002 at the age of sixty years old,
I was baptized. This is the first and only church
for me. In 2003, Brother Ballantyne gave me my
Patriarchal Blessing.
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I have always been attracted to the beauty of the
blue sky and white clouds. I usually saw small
clouds scattered through the sky and far above
me, but I began to see unusual shapes and colors
in the clouds.
I called my friend Patsy in Lucasville, Ohio, and
told her the things I had seen. She told me to
look in the Doctrine and Covenants under “signs
and wonders.” I found this in 45: 6a-b, “And it
shall come to pass that he that feareth me shall
be looking forth for the great day of the Lord to
come, even for the signs of the coming of the Son
of Man: and they shall see signs and wonders, for
they shall be shown forth in the heavens above
and in the earth beneath.”
While all this was happening, I was getting
information on Gathering and Zion. Since I have
only been in the Church for seventeen years, I
don’t have a lot of knowledge about Gathering.
What does it mean to Gather? Who calls you to
Gather? Where do you go? All this was new
to me. I wanted to know more. The time was
coming soon for church camp, and I had an urge
to go. I felt there was something I needed to hear
when I got there. The day before it was time to
go home, Brother John Eichhorn had a message
on Gathering. I knew it was meant for me. On
the way home, I was making plans, in my mind,
to move to Independence. I didn’t understand
why! I was born and raised in Parkersburg, West
Virginia. Why would I want to leave my home
and my church? I knew then what it meant to be
called by God. I began to make preparations.
Church camp was the end of July and first of
August, 2018. On September 24th, I arrived in
Independence, Missouri. My apartment was
ready, and waiting for me were members of the
Missionary Branch, ready to unload the truck.
Kevin Humphrey drove the truck full of my
belongings, with a car carrier attached to bring
Brenda’s care with us. We followed in my car.
God called, and I answered. Thank you, God!

Calendar
CALENDAR of
OF Events
EVENTS
MISSOURI Youth Retreat
Central Missouri Restoration Branches Spring Retreats at Odessa Hills Campground
Theme: "Press Toward the Mark" Phil. 3:14
April 10-11
Junior - 4th-6th grade - $40
Directors: Chris and Nicole Capps
Junior Retreat will start at 9:00a.m. at Saturday and conclude at 1:00p.m. Sunday.
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information.
MISSOURI
April 6
April 9-10
May 21-23

Heritage Night Zoom presentation
Spring Gathering at Waldo Restoration Branch
Aaronic Priesthood Retreat at Missionary Restoration Branch
Contact: Stephen Henson 816-808-5065 stephenh1@hotmail.com
June 13-Aug 15 Pastors of Zion Summer Series each Sunday evening at Waldo Restoration Branch

Upcoming CRE Women’s Council Events for 2021 – Our overall theme for 2021 is “Be Still and Know That I am God”
Psalms 46:10. Please save the dates for the following events:
April 17
Women’s Council Spring Retreat - Location Grain Valley RB “Be Still and Surrender to Me”
At this time, this will be an in person gathering with a catered lunch.
June 20-26
Women’s Council In-Town Reunion afternoon classes and early morning prayer time at Waldo RB
Sept. TBA
Women’s Council Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills Campground “Be Still and Rejoice in Walking with Me”
NORTHWEST REGIONAL ACTIVITIES
April 23-25
Women’s Retreat
May 14-16
Men’s Retreat
Sept TBD
Priesthood Retreat

2020 Restoration
Camps Camps
2021
Restoration
IOWA
Little Sioux, Iowa
June 13-19
JR&SR High Camp Bethel (ages 13-18) Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
Theme: TBA
July 11-15
Junior Camp Emmanuel (ages 8-13)
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
Theme: “Feasting Upon the Words of Christ” 2 Nephi13:29-30
MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
Theme: "We’re Marching to Zion" Genesis 9:22
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information. Register early for a discount.
May 23-29
Older Youth (College age/unmarried) Directors: Brian & Monica Twombly
Directors: Chris & Nicole Capps
June 27-July 1 Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)
June 13-19
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: Aaron & April Smith
June 20-26
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk
Grades are for the upcoming school year.
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RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th. Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a
discount.
Theme: “Focus on the ONE” Hebrews 12:2
Jun 19-25 or Jun 26-July 2 (TBA) Mountain (Grades 10-13) Director: Mike Moores
Colorado
Walk the Talk (Grades 10-13) Director: Cara Smith
Living Hope RB
Jul 5-9
Jul 10-16
Leadership (Grades 10-14)
Director: Aaron & Erica Bailey
Odessa Hills
Jul 11-17
Bountiful (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jason & Cathy Hamilton
Odessa Hills
Jul 18-24
Mammoth (Grades 9-13)
Directors: Chip & Jill Gowan
Lake of the Ozarks
Jul 25-28
Tiona (Girls Grades 4-7)
Director: Aaron & Kelda Brown
Odessa Hills
Jul 28-31
Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Directors: Brett & Nannette Smith
Odessa Hills
TEXAS
July TBA

2000 Strong Adventure Camp Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-574-3051
Camp begins at 5 PM on Wednesday and concludes on Sunday. There are two camps held concurrently.
A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young adult camp for ages 18-25. The camps are at the Collin County
Adventure 1180 W. Houston St. Anna, TX. www.2000strong.us

MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
JR High/SR. High Camp
Director: PJ Fought 419-233-2024
July 5-10
Children's Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
July TBA
WASHINGTON
August TBA Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Yacolt, Washington
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

2021
Restoration
Branch Reunions
2020 Restoration
Branch Reunions
May 30-June 5 Zion's Ridge
Independence, Missouri
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573
June 5-12

June 12-19

July 19-25

Central Missouri at Odessa Hills, Odessa, MO
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or
odessahills.com 816-230-4000
July 24-31
Directors: Bob & Sheila Schrunk
Theme: "We’re Marching to Zion" Genesis 9:22
South Crysler Restoration Branch Reunion
Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas
Director: Mark Churchill
Contact Registrar: Paul & Lynette Davis:
Lynette: 816-795-0703 or Paul 816-739-2795
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com or
pauldavislaw@yahoo.com

June 20-26

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration
School in Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421

July 3-10

Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, MO
Contact: Justin Jones 816-588-2770

If any corrections need to be made,
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact Registrar: Helene Danicki
248-651-3208
Director: Eric Eliason
Woodbine Reunion “Seek to bring forth
the Kingdom of God” Luke 12:34-35
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

July 26-Aug 1 Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
July 31-Aug 6 Kirtland Area Family Reunion
(Pending CoC campground approval)
Temple Grove Campgrounds,
347 Hamburg Rd., Transfer, PA 16154
Contact: Renee Webster 440-622-5837
email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com
Director: Joe Webster
July TBA

Maine Reunion (Pending CoC
campground approval)
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Richard Leighton 207-217-8453
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If any corrections need to be made, contact: CRE Office 81

Correction
The printed solemn assembly testimony in the last Tiding’s issue attributed to Sister Laura Handy
should have been attributed to David Brown. We apologize for the mistake.
This is Sister Laura Handy’s testimony:
“I was told in the summer of 2019 that we were to call a Solemn Assembly and meet together often in
fasting and prayer. That we needed to cease to be light-minded and frivolous with our time. At first, I
was met by some that said I had no right to tell them how to worship. When I heard that others were
receiving the same message, I was humbled and overjoyed. Then we realized that the Lord was calling
people from all over the world to the same thing. The Spirit that we were blessed with was and still is
amazing! The Lord has continued to show me how to be free in Him. Every day is a new and awesome
revelation of His mighty hand teaching and moving in my life!”

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES:
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your mailing address. All contact information is on the inside
front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

Mosiah 8:51 And behold, I say unto you, This is not all: for O how beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that is the founder of peace;
52 Yea, even the Lord, who has redeemed his people; yea, him who has granted salvation unto his people:
53 For were it not for the redemption which he hath made for his people, which was prepared from the
foundation of the world; I say unto you, were it not for this, all mankind must have perished.
54 But behold, the bands of death shall be broken, and the Son reigneth, and hath power over the dead;
therefore, he bringeth to pass the resurrection of the dead.
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Angels
By Emma Turner
15 years old
Independence, Missouri
March 2020, the whole world shut down. I
I n couldn’t
do anything outside of my house.

There was a blessing in that. I didn’t have all of
the distractions I had before, so I started getting
closer to God. As I got closer to Him, He would
place things on my heart that I would write
down. As time passed, He opened my eyes to a
lot of things. He didn’t audibly tell me anything,
but I knew I had to share what I was writing
down. I was honored that He wanted me to talk
to His people. However, public speaking was
one of my biggest fears. I didn’t know what to
do.

One night I went outside and listened to my
Christian music and started talking with God.
I looked at the stars for a while. Then I asked
Him if there was anything He wanted to show
me. Then, the sky got brighter and more light
appeared. I saw figures in the sky. Right away,
I knew they were angels. I was filled with
overwhelming love and peace. I can’t explain it,
but I knew all of them were supporting me to do
what God was calling me to. I knew they loved
me and wanted to see me succeed.
Before that night, I hadn’t told anyone about
what I had been writing down, so I didn’t have
any encouragement until God showed me the
angels. He showed me the support I never knew
I had, and that changed everything. I know I’m
not the only one Heaven is cheering on. They
are cheering on all of us, even when we don’t
see it. Even when your family or friends aren’t
supporting you, God and Heaven are.

