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SWEET THE TIME
EXCEEDING SWEET
Sweet the time, exceeding sweet!
When the saints together meet,
When the Savior is the theme,
When they join to sing of Him.
Sing the Son’s amazing love;
How He left the realms above,
Took our nature and our place,
Lived and died to save our race.
Sweet the place, exceeding sweet,
Where the saints in glory meet;
Where the Savior’s still the theme,
Where they see and sing of Him.

The Tidings of Zion is published quarterly by the Conference
of Restoration Elders. It is under the editorial responsibility of
the Coordinating Council, Richard Neill, Chairman. It is sent to
all who desire to receive it.
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Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders
“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration
branches and Latter Day Saints in general during this period
of disruption and fragmentation” (Conference Operating
Guidelines accepted in 1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priest		 hood, as well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
•  Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on
			 behalf of the work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us
			 to defend and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the
			 critical issues now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel
			 as restored in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and
			 1993 Conference Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work
		 together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as
		 they are requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration
		 priesthood.
5. Offer support to the elders to take the gospel message to
		 the world.
The Conference is not the Church, but a gathering of the
Melchisedec priesthood to share in testimony, prayer, legislation,
and preparation to return to our branches better equipped and
unified to perform our duties to minister to our brothers and
sisters in Christ.
In addition, the Conference of Restoration Elders provides a
forum for Aaronic priesthood and member alike to share in
fellowship and to be nurtured in the Word. The Conference
helps the scattered Saints and isolated branches throughout the
world to enjoy the hope that we find in Jesus Christ and each
other.
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Second and Final Notification on Changes to Your Tidings of Zion Subscription
Second and Final Notification
on Changes
to You
Your Tidings
of Zion Subscription
Please
Read —
Must Respond!
Please Read — You Must Respond!

Dear Saints,
Thank you if you responded to this notification in the last Tidings of Zion (TOZ). If you have not
responded, please continue reading.
As mentioned in the last issue, each year the cost of printing and mailing the TOZ has continued to
increase. The Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) has never required a subscription fee for covering
these costs but instead has relied on donations. Unfortunately, donations have not kept pace with the
ever-increasing costs of printing and mailing the Tidings, so the 2020 CRE passed the following
resolution.
Resolution to charge a subscription price for Tidings of Zion
Be it therefore resolved that the Publication Council begin to charge a yearly $12.00 subscription
for those individuals who wish to receive the Tidings of Zion magazine; and Be it also resolved
that an election card be placed in upcoming issues and on the Elders Conference Website with
the following options for election of subscription media similar to the following:
Option #1: Continue sending paper copy for $12
Option #2: Continue sending paper copy but I am unable to cover the cost at this time
Option #3: Please cancel my paper subscription. I will download an electronic copy.
Option #4: Please use the additional funds enclosed for a gift subscription to…or as a
donation
Be it further resolved, that in those cases where the Tidings of Zion is being used in the mission
field, that where possible, each mission board bear the subscription cost.
Additionally, not having an updated mailing list can be costly as well.
In response to the above action taken by the 2020 CRE, and in an effort to update the Tidings’ mailing
list, everyone who receives the TOZ is REQUIRED to fill out and mail in the enclosed green subscription
election card OR go online using this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TidingsofZion to complete
the card. Our preference is that you use the online option. You MUST do one or the other, or you will
NOT continue to receive printed copies of the TOZ after this issue.
The subscription election card (printed or online) will ask you to select one of the following options:
1. I would like to receive a printed copy of the TOZ and will donate $12 annually to cover the cost.
2. I would like to receive a printed copy of the TOZ but am unable to cover the cost at this time.
3. I would like to receive a printed copy of the TOZ, and my Branch will cover the annual $12 cost.
4. I would like to continue to receive a printed copy of the TOZ and have already paid $12 or more
to cover the annual cost.
5. I would like to have the TOZ emailed to me and would like to cancel my print subscription if I
have one.
6. I will access the TOZ on the CRE website. Please cancel my print subscription if I have one.
7. I do not wish to receive the TOZ in any form.
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If the annual subscription fee presents a financial challenge, we encourage you to select option 2. If
you choose to continue to receive printed copies of the TOZ, you MUST include your current address. If
you choose to have the TOZ emailed to you, you only need to provide your email address.
To donate your annual subscription, or to donate additional funds to cover the cost of printing and
mailing the TOZ, you may do so electronically by going to the CRE website at www.eldersconference.org
and selecting the Donate to TOZ button under the TOZ image.
Or mail your check to: (On the check memo line, please note For TOZ)
CRE Tidings of Zion
PO Box 4085
Independence, MO 64051
Thank you for your continued consideration and support for the Tidings of Zion.

2021 Restoration
Branch Family
Reunion & Conference
of Restoration Elders
By Elder Vim Horn
Independence, Missouri

T

he Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference
of Restoration Elders (CRE) invite all
Restoration branch saints and priesthood to
participate in the 2021 Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders. The
combined reunion and elders’ conference will be
held at the Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/
Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June 20 thru
26, 2021. Please note—the Reunion is ending this
year on Saturday, June 26 at Noon, instead of
Friday. Also this year, participation in worship
services, classes, and meetings will be available
virtually. For registration information, go to the
CRE website at www.eldersconference.org. Or to
register directly, use the following link, https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021Reunion-CRE.
The week will provide opportunity for worship,
classes, and fellowship for all, as well as the elders
to meet in conference. The theme for the week is:
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Standing on the Promises of God—
It Is Yet Day When All Can Work
Doctrine and Covenants 140:5c and 142:5a
In these times, as in all times, we must never lose
sight that His word and promises will not fail,
for the foundation of the Lord standeth sure. Our
hope is grounded on our trust in the Lord and His
promises. Our response must be to address our
individual and collective spiritual condition. We
must allow His Holy Spirit to prepare and perfect
us that the cause of Zion might be realized, being a
people of one heart and one mind, His mind.
Saints, the hastening of time is upon us. While our
hopes may be shaken, and the realization of goals
of the Church seem distant, the promise that the
accomplishment of them is closer than we recognize
is reassuring and should encourage us to respond.
It is yet day when all can work.
Below are the daily themes for the week. Each
day will focus on a promise from God and
our corresponding response or reaction to that
promise. In the scriptures below, the bold, nonitalicized portions represent God’s promises,
the bold, italicized portions reflect our response.
For expanded versions of the reunion/conference
themes, please visit the CRE website.
SUNDAY: I Will Be With You – Be strong and of a
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed—
Let nothing separate you from each other and the work—
Go ye…proclaim my name…that they may receive my
word;

Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be
thou dismayed; for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest.
D&C 122:17b Let nothing separate you from each
other and the work whereunto you have been
called; and I will be with you by my Spirit and
presence of power unto the end.
D&C 105:7c …go ye, and I will be with you, and
in whatsoever place ye shall proclaim my name, an
effectual door shall be opened unto you, that they
may receive my word;
MONDAY: I Will Deliver You – The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit—the covenant that I have made with you
ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear other gods—great
was their faith and their patience—Be strong and of a
good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them—Call on the
name of…God for protection—turn to the Lord with full
purpose of heart, and put your trust in him, and serve
him with all diligence of mind;
Psalm 34:17-19 The righteous cry, and the Lord
heareth, and delivereth them out of all their
troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite
spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but
the Lord delivereth him out of them all.
2 Kings 37-39 The statutes…ordinances…law…
and the commandment, which he wrote for you,
ye shall observe to do forevermore;…And the
covenant that I have made with you ye shall not
forget; neither shall ye fear other gods. But the Lord
your God ye shall fear; and he shall deliver you
out of the hand of all your enemies.
Mosiah 11:65 …so great was their faith and their
patience, that the voice of the Lord came unto
them again, saying, Be of good comfort, for on the
morrow I will deliver you out of bondage.
Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and of a good courage,
fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the Lord thy
God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not
fail thee, nor forsake thee.
3 Nephi 2:77-78 May the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, protect
this people in righteousness, so long as they shall
call on the name of their God for protection.

Mosiah 5:52 If ye will turn to the Lord with full
purpose of heart…put your trust in him, and serve
him with all diligence of mind; if ye do this, he will,
according to his own will and pleasure, deliver
you out of bondage.
TUESDAY: I Will Be Your Strength – We did pour
out our souls in prayer to God—did submit cheerfully
and with patience to all the will of the Lord—I am
nothing; as to my strength, I am weak; therefore I will
not boast of myself but I will boast of my God—my heart
trusted in him, and I am helped;
Alma 26:131-132 Therefore we did pour out our
souls in prayer to God, that he would strengthen
us and deliver us out of the hands of our enemies;
yea, and also give us strength, that we might retain
our cities, and our lands, and our possessions, for
the support of our people. Yea, and it came to pass
that the Lord our God did visit us with assurances,
that he would deliver us; yea, insomuch that he
did speak peace to our souls, and did grant unto us
great faith, and did cause us that we should hope
for our deliverance in him;
Mosiah 11:64 Yea, the Lord did strengthen them
that they could bear up their burdens with ease,
and they did submit cheerfully and with patience
to all the will of the Lord.
Alma 14:92 Yea, I know that I am nothing; as to
my strength, I am weak; therefore I will not boast
of myself, but I will boast of my God; for in his
strength I can do all things; yea, behold, many
mighty miracles we have wrought in this land, for
which we will praise his name for ever.
Psalms 28:7-8 The Lord is my strength and my
shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped;
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my
song will I praise him. The Lord is their strength,
and he is the saving strength of his anointed.
WEDNESDAY: I Will Answer You – If my people
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways—Be thou humble—he will be very gracious unto
thee at the voice of thy cry—if two of you shall agree…
[and] ask not amiss—Ask of God, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you…
2 Chronicles 7:12-15 If my people which are called
by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
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and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven...
D&C 105:5a Be thou humble, and the Lord thy God
shall lead thee by the hand, and give thee answer
to thy prayers. I know thy heart, and have heard
thy prayers concerning thy brethren.
Isaiah 30:19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at
Jerusalem; thou shalt weep no more; he will be very
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he
shall hear it, he will answer thee.
Matthew 18:19 Again, I say unto you, that if two of
you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that
they shall ask, that they may not ask amiss, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 7:12-13 Say unto them, Ask of God; ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every
one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh,
findeth; and unto him that knocketh, it shall be
opened.
THURSDAY: I Will Provide for You – Take no
thought for your life—For all things are mine; but it
must needs be done in mine own way…this is the way…
that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made
low;—Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God
loveth a cheerful giver—if it so be that the children of
men keep the commandments of God— Seek ye to bring
forth the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be
added unto you.
Luke 12:24-34 Take no thought for your life, what
ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put
on…why take ye thought for the rest?…If then God
so clothe the grass, which is today in the field, and
tomorrow is cast in the oven; how much more will
he provide for you, if ye are not of little faith?…
D&C 101:2b-g I, the Lord, stretched out the
heavens, and builded the earth as a very handy
work; and all things therein are mine; and it is my
purpose to provide for my saints, for all things
are mine; but it must needs be done in mine own
way; and, behold, this is the way, that I, the Lord,
have decreed to provide for my saints; that the poor
shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low; for
the earth is full, and there is enough and to spare;
yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the
children of men to be agents unto themselves…
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Corinthians 9:6-8 He which soweth sparingly
shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work;
1 Nephi 5:50-63 …great were the blessings of the Lord
upon us...And thus we see that the commandments
of God must be fulfilled. And if it so be that the
children of men keep the commandments of God,
he doth nourish them, and strengthen them, and
provide means whereby they can accomplish the
thing which he has commanded them…
Luke 12:33-34 And ye are sent unto them to be
their ministers…Therefore seek ye to bring forth the
kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added
unto you. (See also Matthew 6:26-28, 36-39)
FRIDAY: I Will Give You Peace – Rejoice in the Lord
always…The Lord is at hand. Be afflicted for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God—Put on therefore, as the elect…bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another…as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness—
let them not turn again to folly. Surely his salvation is
nigh them that fear him—Let us therefore follow after the
things which make for peace…
Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always…
The Lord is at hand. Be afflicted for nothing; but
in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
Colossians 3:12-17 Put on therefore, as the elect…
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, long-suffering; Forbearing one another,
and forgiving one another…as Christ forgave you,
so also do ye. And above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all

wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Psalms 85:7-10 Show us thy mercy, O Lord, and
grant us thy salvation. I will hear what God the
Lord will speak; for he will speak peace unto his
people, and to his saints; but let them not turn
again to folly. Surely his salvation is nigh them
that fear him;
Romans 14:17-19 For the kingdom of God is not
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things
serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved
of men. Let us therefore follow after the things
which make for peace…
SATURDAY: I will always love you – Thou shalt
therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and
the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do
them—He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me—now are we the sons of
God—if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another…If we love one another, God dwelleth in us,
and his love is perfected in us—he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him…We love him, because
he first loved us.
Deuteronomy 7:6-13 The Lord did not set his love
upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more
in number than any people; for ye were the fewest
of all people; But because the Lord loved you, and
because he would keep the oath which he had
sworn unto your fathers…Thou shalt therefore
keep the commandments, and the statutes, and
the judgments, which I command thee this day,
to do them. Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye
hearken to these judgments, and keep and do them,
that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the
covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy
fathers; And he will love thee, and bless thee, and
multiply thee;
John 14:20-21 …He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I
will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
1 John 3:1-2 Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God…Beloved, now are we the
sons of God…when he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is.

I John 4:7-12 Beloved, let us love one another; for
love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth
not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be
the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another…If we
love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love
is perfected in us.
I John 4:16-19 And we have known and believed
the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him…We love him, because he first loved us.

What Now?
After the Solemn
Assembly
By Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, Missouri
has been an overwhelming positive
T here
response to the Solemn Assembly held in

Independence, Missouri, September 27, 2020,
and with the accompanying services held that
same weekend. We have estimated that over 5,000
people tuned into the Solemn Assembly from
around the world. What a great blessing that has
been to the Church.
Many testimonies have been shared, many prayers
have been offered, and sermons preached on this
uplifting gathering. Just today at church, this
comment was made about the Solemn Assembly,
“The Book of Joel is prophetic to all people of all ages who
want to mend their relationship with God.” Another
speaker said, “This was God’s call for the people to
repent.” Several people have testified how they
came to realize how far they had strayed from
living their lives the way God wants them to live.
These statements are part of the “one thousand
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Solemn Assembly - Saturday Afternoon Service at Living Hope Restoration Branch

revelations” that were referred to during the
Assembly by those who were gathered together
for this occasion. Other testimonies can be read in
this issue of the Tidings of Zion.
The Solemn Assembly has caused many to
wonder and ask the question, “What now?” The
conference has sent out a series of daily thoughts
and devotionals this past year to help keep our
focus on our relationship with God and our
response to Him as a people. The question “What
now?” can be asked at many levels of our lives. It
is a question that is of importance at a personal,
family, and branch level, or even in regards to the
entire Church. The Solemn Assembly has caused a
reawakening and a recognition of us being called
by God for the purpose of spreading the gospel into
all of the world and assisting Jesus in the work of
the Kingdom. Through the Solemn Assembly, and
via Zoom, we have begun to identify ourselves as
a people from all around the world, committed to
serving our God and Jesus Christ.
The Solemn Assembly was over eight hours
long. Many of the people stayed for that entire
time. There were people of all ages and families
with young children. There were people who
traveled into the Center Place just so they could
be together with the others in person, such as
Elder Eric Odida from Kenya. There were those
who gathered long before the doors were opened
in order to be assured of good seating. The people
were filled with hope.
The Lord protected the gathering against great
obstacles. Not one incident of COVID-19 was
reported because of the gathering. We were truly
blessed in many different ways.
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What was clearly visible was that the people were
ready for the Solemn Assembly, and the people
responded. The voices and prayers of the people
were heard. They were heard by Jesus, they were
heard by the priesthood, and they were heard
by each other. The presiders were pleased with
the response of the people to the directions for
worship that were given.
From the Solemn Assembly, we learned many
things about ourselves and our relationship
with the Lord. We learned that we have not been
forsaken as a people. The Lord continues to be
faithful to us. He has not withdrawn His Spirit.
Listening to the prayers of the Saints from all
over the world was a humbling experience. To
experience the line of people that prayed from
Kenya, Rwanda, the Philippines, and elsewhere
was edifying, knowing that some offered their
prayers in the middle of the night from where
they were praying. They were tired but joyful.
Since September 27th, there has been discussion as
to what our response should be to the momentum
of God’s Spirit established within His people
through the Solemn Assembly. We invite all of you
from around the world to be prayerful about this.
The Elders Conference is praying about this and
considering several ways to respond. In addition
to priesthood gatherings, coming together as His
people is under consideration, possibly in April,
and planning has already proceeded for the June
In-Town Reunion/Elders Conference that will
be held the week of June 20th. Gatherings of
priesthood, leaders, women, members, and youth
are vital to fulfill God’s purpose of calling the
Church of the Latter Days into the world.
Elder Ken Schmidt has made this observation.

He drew a comparison between the response
that was made in the time of Joel and our time
of gathering, after these two Solemn Assemblies
were completed. In making a reference to Joel, Ken
pointed out that following the Assembly in Joel,
what is most significant about what took place
next was not the response of the people to God as
much as it was the response of God to the people.
In Joel, God promised His people what He would
do because of their repentance and faithfulness.
God will remove the enemy (Joel 2:20), He will
restore the years that have been laid to waste (Joel
2:25), and He will restore the people to know that
He is their God, and they will not be ashamed (Joel
2:27). God promises that in Zion and Jerusalem
there shall be deliverance (Joel 2:32).
I have the testimony of the promise that if we will
listen to the Lord, He will guide us as to what the
next step is that He wants us to take. This is in
harmony with the scripture, “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalms
119:105). This confirms what Brother Schmidt was
saying. What is next is not what we do or create,
but rather that we listen to what God promises
and plans to do with us. We then in obedience
must do what He asks of us.
In a spiritual experience I had on November 17,
2020, the Lord invited me to preach. He told me
I was to preach on the subject of hope. I was also
directed to tell the people these words: “All of
God’s promises will come to pass, and they will not
fail.” Our people and the world are in need of the
message and testimony of hope.
So, what now? Those who have been involved
in the planning of the Solemn Assembly were of
a mind that for there to be a next step, we were
going to have to earn the confidence of the Lord
before that next step would be given to us. By the
Spirit of God, we believe the Lord has accepted
the offering of the people by calling us to assemble
together again. Let us prepare for the next step
as we continue to seek the Lord’s guidance as to
what that next step should be.
“For Zion shall come, and God shall be in the midst of
her…” (Psalms 46:5)

Revelations from the
Solemn Assembly
September 27, 2020
the Solemn Assembly, this
F ollowing
communication was sent out inviting those
who participated to share their testimonies:

In the “Sixty Days of Response” booklet we are
asked a question, Now what? It goes on to say, We
have participated in 60 days of preparation, gathered in a
Solemn Assembly to lay bare and present our hearts and
minds to the Lord, to seek His condescension, blessings,
and revealment for our lives, and now it is time for each
of us to respond to that revealment.
The body was not challenged by a revelation or “thus
sayeth the spirit” during the service; however, we were
challenged by these words of truth, “What if the Lord
blessed us with a thousand revelations?” Each one
now is a walking revelation of the way He moved to
bring us to a deeper sense of our complicit involvement
in the sins that have bound our lives and the church for
so many years.
Our way forward lies not only in repenting from
something, but repenting toward something—the work
of the Kingdom.
Now what? He is looking for our response, our
righteous sacrifice; a people who are repentant
and prepared in every way to meet Jesus; a people
actively engaged in the work of His Kingdom.
Now what? Now it is time to share, if you desire,
your testimony of what God has revealed to you,
about you. What you need to do
to have a closer walk with Him;
and what He is calling you to do to
assist in the work of His Kingdom.
Please share how you feel led.
This article contains a portion of the
testimonies received surrounding
the Solemn Assembly and is
organized around the following
three considerations:

Sheila Schrunk,
Oak Grove
satellite location
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1. What did God reveal to you about how to have
a closer walk with Him?
2. What did God reveal to you about what He
is calling you to do to assist in the work of His
Kingdom?
3. If you have a testimony associated with the
Solemn Assembly, please share it.
What did God reveal to you about how to have a
closer walk with Him?
For a while I have been caught up in the busyness of
the world—work, family, etc.—and though I didn’t
feel my faith affected, I felt like I was putting God on
the back burner. I had to get deadlines completed.
The preparation for the Solemn Assembly caused
me to break my worldly cycle and return to God—
maybe not as fully as I should, but I have found
in His Word joy, peace, and a resting place. I
now am putting God first. I’m not always perfect
at this, but when I give Him my time, He meets
me there and continues to be there as I develop a
deeper understanding while studying the postSolemn Assembly materials. This may not be an
extraordinary testimony, but God has reached
down to direct me in a closer walk with Him so I
may become a new person for Him, and that is a
great blessing. — Brenda Dodds
It was about 3:00 in the afternoon of the Solemn
Assembly. The prayers of repentance and
forgiveness were really touching my heart. I
decided it was time for me to pray and seek the
Lord’s forgiveness in my life. I poured out my
heart to Him and felt His redeeming love and
forgiveness wash over me. Immediately after
saying the final words in my prayer, there was a
fresh breeze that seemed to pass over me and the
entire assembly. Such joy, freedom, and deliverance
swept over all of us. I felt the power of forgiveness
and victory in Jesus Christ and the Body of Christ
that was assembled. I knew that the Lord will lead
His Church to the fulfillment of establishing His
Kingdom. — Jack Hagensen
To be more confident and less hesitant in believing
He wants to and does guide even someone like
me. To be less doubtful. I have been an elder long
enough to get over that. — Len Stephens
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Saturday Morning Solemn Assembly Service at Missionary Branch

As I was preparing for the Solemn Assembly, the
Lord revealed to me that I was putting my desire
for a relationship before Him. I was aware that I
could not put any relationship before my Lord if
I wanted to walk closer to Him. He also brought
me to an awareness that to just read the scriptures
is not enough. I need to dig into them and study
diligently. When I obey these revealments, I do
have that closer walk with God and I am given
more understanding. I am so thankful I had the
preparatory time. — Deana Griffin
As I sat in the Sanctuary at Waldo during the Solemn
Assembly with my wife, I felt the power of the Good
Spirit press down on me which lasted throughout
the day. As I listened to those who presided and the
prayers that were offered, I felt that even though I
had prepared, I was not cognizant of specific things
I needed to change in my walk with God. My wife
made the comment later that she was surprised that
I had not stood to pray. I likewise made the same
observation about my surprise that she also did
not stand to pray. As we talked about it later, we
recognized that we’d had very similar experiences
during the course of the Solemn Assembly. We both
had been praying silently for God to reveal to us
those things we needed to do away with from our
lives in order to come closer to Him. My experience
was, as I contemplated my life and prayed for God
to reveal specific things that I needed to change,
He did so through the prayers of my Brothers and
Sisters in Christ. As a brother stood and prayed to
remove the pride from his life, the Lord spoke to
my mind and told me that I, too, needed to remove
pride from my life, and I silently asked Him to
help me do so. A sister stood and prayed about
her slothfulness and treating lightly the gospel,
and again, the Lord spoke to me and told me that
I, too, needed to remove those things from my life.
Another individual prayed about being arrogant in
his testimony, and once again, the Lord spoke to

me that I, too, had this weakness. Each and every
time these things were revealed to me, I asked the
Lord to forgive me and to help me become a more
humble and diligent servant, that my ears would
be tuned to hear His counsel and promptings
whenever outside forces began to fester in my life.
— Jay Havener
I need to fully trust Him, and in Him, with the
things that lie ahead of me. — Ivan Telljohann
The Lord showed me that repentance is good
and necessary, but that repenting through public
prayer is a form of confession, which is also very
important. It’s truly humbling to do so. It also
draws us closer to one another as we realize that
we are all struggling with something, perhaps
something in common with a brother or sister. We
can pray more fervently and effectively for each
other and, in our humility, come closer to each
other and to our God. The Lord revealed to me that
this is key to becoming of one heart and one mind:
“Confess your faults one to another and pray for
one another...” James 5:16 — Lisa Downey
In the process of preparing and participating in this
effort to draw closer to Jesus and develop a clearer
understanding of His purposes in us, I found
myself realizing that a closer walk with Him means
a closer walk with all those who follow Him. I must
remove the walls and barriers I have placed around
my faith practice and welcome ALL of those who
claim Jesus as their Lord and Savior. If I spend my
time working through and overlooking the minor
differences I have with my Christian brothers and
sisters, then I have more time to focus on what we
have in common and how we can synergistically
work together to further the purposes of His
Kingdom. — David Brown
The importance of allowing God to reveal my

hidden sin that I may be able to fully repent and
more closely walk with Him. — Laura Handy
To drop the sins of our world and to constantly
be walking in the Spirit with Him. Complacency
is a sin, and we should be centered around Him
regardless of what is going on in our lives.
— Anonymous
We must turn away from the traditions of Babylon
and turn to Him. We as a body have stood by and
watched the corruption in this nation and in the
Church. We watch sports, movies, and TV shows
that do not support God’s teachings, and they keep
us away from Him. We celebrate holidays that are
not ordained of God, and we trample under feet
the Holy days He ordained. We must sanctify our
temples. We must eat according to the Word of
Wisdom. Evil men are conspiring against the body
of Christ and polluting many foods. — Anonymous
Repentance of the heart is allowing Him access
to your heart. “Search out my heart, oh Lord,”
is much more than just prayerful words or good
intentions. It means stepping out of the shadows of
self and recognizing that we belong to Him. We are
broken and can never be well without submitting
ourselves totally and completely to Him.
— Phil Mitchell
It was revealed to me to continue to fast, pray,
and study His Word, but to do so harder and
more diligently. It is something we must ALL do.
Also, we must repent, as it’s been required by
God and taught to us since the beginning of time.
— Ammon Smith
God has been revealing to me how important times
of true worship, prayer, and praise are in having
a closer walk with Him. Searching His scriptures
for His truth is also important. But not only that,
sharing His love with others. — Becky Staton

Solemn Assembly - Friday Night Campfire at Missionary Branch
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Solemn Assembly - Africa

There was a preparatory service at Missionary
Restoration Branch the Saturday evening before
the Solemn Assembly. I had not initially planned to
attend but was asked to play piano for the service.
I’m so grateful I was able to participate. The
presider that evening introduced the goal of the
service through the use of Isaiah 6:5. “Woe is me!
For I am undone because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips.” He explained that we should not be repenting
of a particular event in which we had sinned, but
we should be examining ourselves to see the sinful
nature of which we must repent. For example, we
should not repent solely because we lied yesterday,
but because we are liars. We should not repent
because we were mean to an acquaintance, but
because we are mean-spirited. In the preceding
days, I had been convinced that I was and am
without charity. I am not even remotely full of the
love of Christ, and it is evidenced in the things I
think and in my harsh silent judgments. During
this service, as I sat at the piano bench and was
offered a view of the entire assembly that evening,
I continued to work out my understanding of the
nature of my sin. With such a concise introduction
by the presiding elder, nearly everyone who stood
that night began their confession: “Woe is me, I
am undone because...” And each shared, without
unnecessary detail, the variety of his or her sinful
nature. It was hugely convicting. I did not stand,
but I knew my confession: “Woe is me, I am undone
because I am uncharitable, because I do not have
the love of Christ.” The service continued for some
time, and it gave me opportunity to more fully
consider my condition. By nature, I am a sinner, but
also by nature, I am incapable of making myself
less of a sinner. While I can prevent myself from
saying harsh critiques aloud, I cannot stop them
from spouting up out of my heart. In essence, I
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cannot change the condition of my heart. I cannot,
through my own will power, make myself any less
carnal, sinful, and devilish. Yet here is joy—I cannot
change the condition of my heart, but Christ can. In
fact, He is in the business of remaking carnal and
devilish human beings into sons and daughters of
God. From all accounts, He is very good at what
He does. Going forward, my conviction is that I
must continue to confess and repent of my sins and
sinful nature to the Lord, and that I must then rely
on Him to make those changes in my heart. I have
confidence that He will do just that. Doctrine and
Covenants 22:23 “...For this is my work and my
glory: to bring to pass the immortality and eternal
life of man.” — Riane Marsh
The sin of prayerlessness. — Myrna Farnan
It is apparent that deep inside of my soul I still
am holding on to something. In my preparations
I have petitioned the Lord to help me recognize
my weaknesses, my sins that are hidden, to be able
to stand before Him clean, every wit; which is my
heart’s desire, for I want so much to please Him
and serve Him all the days of my life. I am a sinner,
and yet I know the Lord loves me and forgives
me when I humbly come to Him and seek His
forgiveness. I pray that I will be found favorable
to be in His Kingdom, even Zion. — Donna Eichorn
What did God reveal to you about what He is
calling you to do to assist in the work of His
Kingdom?
To be much more active with what He has given
me that I didn’t know I had. — Len Stephens
He revealed to me that time is too short for me to
allow slothfulness, pride, and arrogance to be part
of my life. His calling to me was to rise above those
things and find the joy once again that I had found
when I was first brought into the work. He revealed
to me that I had allowed my testimony to waiver
and weaken, and although I had been studious
throughout my life, I needed to rely less on my
intellect and more on my personal relationship
with Him. That is where my testimony would
become strong once again. — Jay Havener
I must endure to the end, keeping my focus upon
the “prizes” that God has promised: Zion and the
Millennial Reign, eternal life & Celestial Glory. I

was tempted to leave the Assembly early because
I was becoming physically fatigued, especially as
I watched many others do so. However, although
there had not been any specific promises made
regarding the end of the Assembly, the Holy Spirit
encouraged me to endure anyway. The inspiring
messages that were shared by Bros. Guin, Bohall,
& Neill were so encouraging and I felt “rewarded”
indeed for having stayed until the very end! It will
be vital in the days and times ahead to faithfully
and steadfastly keep the promises of my neverchanging Heavenly Father ever before me so I
do not faint or become weary or discouraged!
— Lisa Downey
He is calling me to focus on unity and harmony
within the Body of Christ. He is calling me to
understand that He alone defines who comprises
His church and that it is my duty to work
harmoniously with all of His Sheep. How do I know
who His Sheep are? Jesus Himself stated, “My
Sheep hear my voice.” I therefore am compelled
to work with ALL who are answering His call to
unify in purpose and action. This is regardless
of denomination. I am of the understanding that
Christ does not see “churches.” He sees one church:
the body of believers who have given their life over
to Him and follow His voice as it instructs them. —
David Brown
To continue to pray, fast, and study and be bold in
my testimony. To never go back to the way we were
before. — Laura Handy
Teaching. I have had dreams of teaching in Zion.
— Anonymous
Help in teaching the truth to those that have been
deceived within the body of Christ, but only if we
will humble ourselves and fall on our faces before
the Lord and repent of our wicked ways. Zion will
be, with or without us. Pray over the powers of
darkness and principalities that are attacking the
precious things of God. — Anonymous
Help to make ready
— David Ferriman

the

New

Jerusalem.

That if I come with a truly repentant heart, if I
unconditionally surrender all and continue to seek
Him, truly seek Him, I will find Him. That His
promises are sure to all that seek refuge in Him.
— Phil Mitchell

God revealed to me what He has always revealed...
Teach the Kingdom of God. As Christ Himself
stated, it was the reason for which He was sent.
This was, of course, not a new revelation. A
reinforcement and only partly why He called for
the Solemn Assembly. — Ammon Smith
God called me to work with children and prayer.
He told me to call it Kingdom Kids. He called me
to do this two years ago, but during this summer
leading up to the Solemn Assembly, He taught me
many new things. — Becky Stayton

Solemn Assembly - Philippines

I am not entirely sure yet, but I feel I need to do
something related to the Title Page of the Book of
Mormon, to help the Book of Mormon return to
Israel and to spread it to the Lamanites so they can
know Jesus Christ. We’ll see what opportunities
arise! — Rianne Marsh
As I work to come closer to Him and seek to
discern that which He would have me do, I feel
He is still wanting His children—even me—to seek
His direction in ALL we do and say. I am quick to
speak sometimes, and I desire to be still and wait
upon the Lord to know what to say and do, that it
will be meet for His Kingdom and will win souls
to Christ. In these the last of the last days, there
will be many that will be coming, maybe at the
last moment, to the Center Place, and as we have
established a home for those that will be needing a
place of safety until they can find their own home, I
pray our home will be a way station where we will
be serving those in need, a home protected for such
a need for those fleeing to Zion. — Donna Eichorn
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If you have a testimony associated with the
Solemn Assembly, please share it.
I was most impressed by the young people, those
who attended and those who participated. Can
you imagine the testimony they’ll have for life?
Someday telling their own wide-eyed children, “I
remember the Solemn Assembly of 2020 when over
5000 people all around the world joined by internet
in a great day of prayer and fasting and repentance.
We could hear the prayers in languages we couldn’t
understand, but we could tell they were praying to
God and loved Him with their whole heart. And
many of them had to stay up all night to do it! Can
you imagine?” — Len Stephens
Many people fasted during the assembly. I didn’t,
as I had a small breakfast hoping my body wouldn’t
distract me from the Spirit. After about five hours,
I started to notice I hadn’t been hungry at all and
neither had anyone else. It’s because we were
relying on the Lord’s Spirit to carry us through the
service. — Ivan Telljohann
In February of 2018, I had a spiritual dream that
I would like to share in support of the Solemn
Assembly. In the dream I saw a small group of
men entering into a building that was under
construction. My sense of it was the building was a
hospital and it was nearing completion. I can best
describe it as the sheetrock stage. The small group
of men were priesthood, and they were working
on setting the Church in order. My understanding
is that it meant to be spiritually set in order, not
organizationally. — Brett Wren
As I watched the satellite station at Odessa Hills
Campground as they were Zooming in to Waldo
and our home was Zooming in to Waldo so that
the many who had traveled in from far away could
go in to Waldo Branch, the scene
continued to show the Odessa
Hills Campground instead of
Waldo Branch where the solemn
assembly was being held. It was
shared on Monday evening at
the gathering at Living Hope by
Brother Vim Horn that they had
lost signal with Waldo and had
asked that they just go ahead and
Solemn Assembly
have their own prayer service
Columbia, MO
Restoration Branch and to pray that they would have
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the satellite service restored. He said immediately
about sixteen young children all went to the front
to offer their prayers. We could not hear them,
but Brother Vim said that after about the sixth or
seventh child had prayed that the satellite service
was restored because these children were praying
that the Lord would allow that satellite service to
come back so that they could be part of the Solemn
Assembly. As soon as the satellite service was
restored, Brother Vim said he muted Waldo out
so that those at Odessa Hills Campground could
continue to be ministered to by those children.
My eyes were drawn to the last two little girls.
You could tell it was getting cold and windy, and
they were in their jackets and hats. These last two
little girls folded their hands and lifted their heads
to the microphone and poured out their hearts to
the Lord. The last little girl was very short and the
microphone was not adjusted down for her, but
that did not matter. She folded her little hands and
turned her head up as high as it would go and shut
her little eyes very tight and gave her prayer from
her heart. At that point, I just melted! Even though
I could not hear their prayers, I FELT THEM!!!
This is what I needed to see and feel because
through them I knew we ALL needed the Solemn
Assembly, to feel the Lord’s Spirit in a NEW and
ENLIGHTENING way. Our Scriptures tell us that
“a child shall lead.” What JOY that event brought
to me! It has caused me to see that I must be more
diligent in pouring out my heart to the Lord as a
little child, and in doing so, I will draw closer to
the Lord and He will walk with me, guide me,
and even at times carry me through trials. I know
a loving God, and through this Solemn Assembly,
I have seen my life begin to change in a more
positive way. I will always remember the last two
little girls and the inspiration they gave me to be
truly humble before the Lord as I lift my prayers
to Him. May each of us seek His face, turn to Him
humbly and repent, and desire to serve Him.
— Donna Eichhorn
It was a little over six years ago that the pastor of
the Saint’s Haven Restoration Branch came to our
church with a request to reconcile our differences
and begin an effort to “love one another” as we are
commanded. As pastor of the Buckner Community
of Christ, I jumped at the opportunity. God had
planted and nurtured a deep desire in me for
reconciliation to occur in Buckner. In 2004, God
moved me to visit certain people who had been

forcibly removed from the Buckner RLDS Church.
The purpose of those visits was to apologize for
how things had occurred, ask them to forgive me,
and to tell them that I loved them and missed them.
God made me understand that if reconciliation
was ever going to occur, it had to begin with
forgiveness. When the opportunity came to begin a
relationship with people who had been estranged, I
knew the Holy Spirit was behind this request. Since
that time, several of the thirteen congregations that
once attended the Atherton and Buckner RLDS
churches have participated in joint efforts to share
prayer meetings and to sponsor an annual Tent
Revival. Because of these efforts, I know that the
Spirit is providing guidance, vision, and direction
to those of us who are making the effort to find
unity in Him. I am assured that as long as we
continue to focus on our love for one another, the
power, presence, and guidance of the Holy Spirit
will continue to weave us together by mending
our hearts and molding our perceptions. As long
as we desire to be united and will rebuff the efforts
of the adversary to divide, we will be blessed with
a vision of the road ahead. This Solemn Assembly
effort is a continuation of the same move of God
to unify His Sheep and begin to pave the road for
a fulfillment of His Kingdom-building purposes.
— Laura Handy
My testimony is very short and simple. It was
impressed upon me during the Solemn Assembly
that “the Bridegroom is grooming His bride,”
the Church. Christ is preparing His Church for
the Kingdom and the times leading up to it. He
is calling His people to wash their garments
white through the cleansing blood of the Lamb.
— Mike Moores
Long have I carried a burden regarding a health
disability of seizures. Through much of my life,
with my lips, I have been thankful for living
mostly a normal life, praising God for allowing me
to experience those things which we desire in life:
family, marriage, and friendships while carrying
a desire to be engaged in the work. However, in
my heart I have felt anger and frustration, feeling
as though I was not allowed to become the son
and servant that I thought God had called me
to be. I have felt controlled by my disability and
others, feeling abandoned and alone. Envious of
others and overlooked. I was very disciplined in
my preparation for the Solemn Assembly. I am a

Solemn Assembly - Waldo Restoration Branch

member of the Aaronic priesthood. I had a great
desire to participate with my brothers, which I did.
Toward the end of the service, I felt impressed to
submit my prayer of repentance, which I did. As
soon as I finished, I exited the main sanctuary
and returned to the gymnasium where I had
responsibilities. By that time, it was almost empty.
As I walked to the back of the gym, alone, mostly
to myself, I heard these gentle words softly, “I have
heard your prayers of preparation, and your prayer
of repentance is acceptable before Me. Your sins are
forgiven.” I was instantly filled with joy and the
feeling of release. When I turned around, I found
myself truly alone in the gym. — Phil Mitchell
I know the Lord is moving on His people. I felt
the assurance of this when I heard Brother Neill’s
testimony. My own testimony is that the Lord gave
me a job to do a couple of years ago. I have been
trying to do His will and stay true to my calling,
but, of course, it is a challenge. During the summer
leading up to the Solemn Assembly, the Lord did
something amazing through a little group of kids
and their leaders called Kingdom Kids that I am
a part of. He led us throughout the summer and
gave us a testimony of the validity of the Solemn
Assembly. What amazed me so much was how the
Lord led us through step by step. We did not have
everything planned out. He impressed upon us to
come together and He would teach us. The Lord
would just give a hint of a direction He wanted
us to explore before each session. He started with
LOVE because He IS love. Next was using our gifts
for others because of His love. As we progressed
through the summer, we explored praise/worship,
repentance, and forgiveness. At the end of the
summer, God gave me a dream with the word
FRUIT. I was confused about how it fit together. He
led me to discover that forgiveness and repentance
bring fruit (Eph. 5:8-9), which is our inheritance
in the Kingdom (Alma 19:13). The fruit is love,
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joy, peace, faith... So awesome! Of course, it is all
throughout scripture. Nothing new. But He guided
us by showing us the analogy of a plant. The seed
is rooted and grounded in love, then the plant
grows through the watering of worship and praise.
Repentance and forgiveness are like pest control
for the plant. And then, the plant produces fruit.
We didn’t plan it. He led us through with such
life and love and hope! It wasn’t until the end of
August that I realized He had been preparing us for
the Solemn Assembly all summer, before we had
seen the preparation materials! As I heard others’
testimonies, I knew it was all true. Many people
testified of the love, joy, and peace that flooded
them when they had repented. This is the fruit of
the Spirit talked about in the scriptures! We cannot
manufacture it on our own. It is a gift after we have
repented and been forgiven. Now, what do we do
with the fruit? If it stays on the vine, it rots. It must
be shared. That fruit is necessary for the next steps
in the Kingdom. I am looking forward to the next
steps. — Becky Stayton
I had gotten out of the “habit” of daily quiet time
with the Lord: reading, studying, meditating,
journaling, and praying during a time that I
typically set aside for communion with Him. As
a result of our 60-day preparation challenge, it
gave me the opportunity to revisit that neglect
and make a concerted effort to regularly meet with
the LORD in devotion. At the Saturday afternoon
preparatory prayer service, I felt a deep connection
with the Holy Spirit and found myself moved to
tears, over and over, with each person that offered
prayer. About halfway through the service, I began
to feel a bit embarrassed by my continual weeping
and talked to the Lord about it. He made it known
that I was feeling the humility and brokenness
of each soul that was offering prayer during that
service. What an amazing experience, as God has
never revealed His heart to me in that way before.
We then received confirmation that the Lord had
accepted the repentance and preparation that had
been made prior to this meeting. I am thankful for
the challenge to “right” ourselves with our Maker
and recommit to daily prayer and devotion in order
to prepare for the work that is before us in the times
ahead. — Myrna Farnan
Three other Solemn Assembly testimonies are
shared separately in this issue (pgs. 18-21) due to
the length of these testimonies.
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What is ALL this
talk about faith
and hope?
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri
we talk about faith, what are we
W henreferring
to? Like many other words and

thoughts, you can come up with multiple answers
if you ask, “What is faith?” If you ask, “What faith
do you belong to?” you might get the name of one
of the various and numerous religious groups:
Baptists, Catholics, Methodists, Latter Day Saints,
Restorationists, etc. You might hear about the East
Side Church, Courageous Church, New Hope,
Old Hope, Some Hope, No Hope, Church of the
Road, HIS Church, Victory Church, and the list
goes on for miles.
Faith is perhaps best defined in Hebrews 11:1,
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” How can we have the
assurance of something we’re hoping for if we
cannot see it, especially in the world we live in
with all its devices of evil and corruption that
desire to shake us lose from the Rod of Iron?
Faith is said to be a complete trust or confidence
in someone or something. Faith is our foundation
based on our belief in and experiences with God.
This faith becomes stronger and more reliable as
we “grow in and with God.” 1 Peter 1:1-9 speaks
to this, as well as many other scriptures.
So, what is it we are hoping for? For Zion—the
City of Our God, which includes the return of
Jesus Christ. Is there much else worth hoping
for? Why do we hope for something we cannot
see? Because of God’s promises throughout His
scriptures which give us reason to hope for the
Kingdom. We do not have to see the Kingdom
right now because we have the faith that it will
come. Plus, we have many testimonies of those
who have gone before us and those who live in
our day. Faith, hope, and charity go hand in hand,
as pointed out in Ether 5.

When we incorporate God’s teachings in our lives
and live them before the world, not only will
our hope and faith be greatly strengthened, but
those around us may also experience His Spirit
and that hope that can only come from Him and
His son, Jesus Christ. It is through these trying
and difficult times—even the best of times and
the worst of times; even the time that try men’s
souls—that true faith will be demonstrated. It is
during such times when those who truly trust in
God go to Him in fervent, effectual prayer for help
and guidance, and He always responds!
So, when the money is gone and the government is down,
And the viruses are floating all around,
And Satan is working his evil plan, to counterfeit God and destroy man,
Keep your faith and hope in the one who can guarantee your salvation!
Don’t worry and fret over every little thing.
Open your scriptures/hymnal and begin to sing
The great words of faith, hope, and love
And know you are in the arms of God above.

CMRB Junior
Camp Retreat

love for each camper
was reiterated many
times throughout the
weekend.
During
Saturday afternoon,
all the campers
helped
make
a
blanket and card
for the campground
caretakers to express
their love. One of
the classes allowed campers to paint a small
pot and put a succulent inside, reminding each
child they are an empty vessel and can choose
what they want to fill their lives with (e.g., God’s
love). Many campers came as strangers, and as
the retreat came to an end on Sunday, they left as
friends.
Throughout the weekend, I kept looking around
and realizing no matter how small a group, God
continues to work in the lives of His people. His
love is always abundant, unconditional, and
available if we choose to seek Him.

By Nicole Capps
Independence, Missouri
retreats and camps have always had a
Youthspecial
place in my heart. I’ve attended
them since I was seven and have had some of my
most powerful and personal experiences with God
there. When I was asked to co-direct the Jr. Retreat
with my dad, Chris Capps, I was so excited! As
the date approached, only a few campers were
registered. Canceling the retreat was considered;
however, knowing youth were excited to come
encouraged us to continue with holding the retreat.
Seven campers arrived on Saturday, October
24th, for the weekend. The theme for CMRB
Fall Retreats was “The Tree of Life.” Campers
had the opportunity to hear the experience from
scripture, classes, and walking through an activity
recreating each portion of Lehi’s vision. God’s
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Solemn
Assembly
testimony
By Michelle Turner
Independence, Missouri

2:31, “Nevertheless, they did fast
H elaman
and pray oft and did wax stronger and

stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer
in the faith of Christ, unto the filling their souls
with joy and consolation, yeah, even to the
purifying and sanctification of their hearts, which
sanctification commeth because of their yielding
their hearts unto God.”
During the sixty days of preparation, I prayed,
studied, and fasted. The thought of taking
blessings away from others because I had not
prepared truly concerned me. On this journey,
I asked the Lord to reveal to me the sins and
changes I needed to make. He did. Some were
very painful, and some I had not realized I did,
but as these things were shown to me and I made
changes, I felt so much joy and love for the Lord.
I was in awe of His greatness.
On the Friday of the Solemn Assembly, I was
driving in my car, talking to the Lord. The song
“Come to the Table” came on. As it played, the
Lord opened a vision unto me. The picture was
so clear. Heavy doors opened, and a long table
came into my view. On the table was so much
food. As I stepped into the room, I did not need
to look down, but I knew I was covered in dirt
and filth. My lips were unclean, my clothes torn,
my hands and my feet were covered in mud, and
I had not washed, so I stank. I became aware
of my filthiness and felt ashamed that I did not
belong there. I then heard Christ ask me to come
in and eat with Him. I could not look up at Him;
my shame was too heavy.
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I looked around, and there were many people,
but my eyes rested upon one. He had red hair
with a dirty wool hat on. This hat was tilted
to the side upon his head. I knew he was dirty
also. What drew me to him was his eyes. They
had hope and joy. As he ate, he became clean
and his hat straightened, and his countenance
brightened.
So, I started walking into the room, and I could feel
the dirt and weight coming off as I approached
the table. I looked at Christ, and all I could see
were His eyes. They were full of love and joy for
me. At that moment, nothing else mattered.
I went into the Solemn Assembly with no
expectations. I had already felt that if everyone
came together with the sole purpose of
repentance, that was a huge blessing. The songs
being sung before we went in were beautiful. All
these people were praising God. As the Assembly
started, it was humbling to hear the prayers of my
brothers and sisters. The longer the service went,
the stronger the Spirit felt. I remember sitting in
this Spirit, praising our God. With every inch
of my soul, I know Christ and His angels were
walking among us. I did not want it to end. My
soul rejoiced.
I know some were disappointed because they
thought they would receive direction or witness
a miracle. For me, I received both direction and
the miracle that we corporately came together in
a spirit of repentance. Sometimes, Christ needs us
to walk out in faith and do what He asks. I believe
it was the beginning of something beautiful, and
I praise the Lord for allowing me to be there.

Solemn Assembly - Monday Evening Service at Living Hope RB

Solemn
Assembly
testimony
By Clareen Carroll
Independence, Missouri
necessary to tell you all of the preparation
It isthatnotwas
put into the Solemn assembly. Each

one prepared, studied, fasted, and prayed as they
saw fit. The 60 days of preparation was our guide.
In the morning, I woke up at 2:20 am feeling great
joy, excitement, and anticipation. I could not go
back to sleep so I spent my time praying. As Kim
Gilchrest, Keri Daniels, and I approached Waldo
and saw two long lines forming at each entrance,
we were thrilled. Joining the line was wonderful.
We enjoyed singing and meeting new people. Each
person was considerate of those around them.
The ushers were bringing out chairs for those
who could not stand. The shofar was blown, and
all became quiet as we entered the sanctuary and
took our places. Time for meditation was planned
before the assembly officially started.
Brother Steve Bohall opened with prayer and
asked people to stand if they wished to ask God
for His forgiveness. Many people were standing
in each row, including the balcony, waiting to
confess their idols and sins that had kept them
separated from God’s love. Following the first few
prayers, I truly struggled keeping my eyes open. 7
am is usually the time I get my best sleep. Shaking
my head, I would say, Please, God, don’t let me sleep.
I want to be in Your presence, not standing outside the
closed door. I continued to struggle, thinking, Am I not
supposed to be here? Am I bothering those around me?
Immediately after I said this, I saw small particles
of light, as if they were coming at me from finger
tips. This continued over and over for two hours.
The pinpoints of light dispelled the darkness. I

thanked God, remembering that darkness and
light cannot be in the same place. I remained fully
awake for the rest of the Solemn Assembly. You
could feel the Spirit flow over the room. Tears
were shed when we heard our Saints sharing their
sorrow and grief. We saw ourselves in many of
the prayers and could say, “Oh, I’ve been there—
done that.” Like Frank Dipple, I have metal
implants in my spine, knees, and hips. Usually, I
have to change positions every two hours, from
the bed to the power chair then to the lift chair. I
wondered how long I could stay in the Assembly.
Amazingly, near the end of the Assembly, I had to
transfer from my power chair to a pew. I had no
back pain or leg swelling throughout the service. I
praise God for taking care of me.
Saints from all over the world felt the love and
sharing with others they did not personally know.
We may not speak the same language, but we felt
the rhythm and flow within them as the African
Saints poured out their hearts to God. The love
and glory of God was felt when the mother ran
to David Copp, spreading forgiveness and joy
throughout the auditorium. A mother with a small
baby sat behind me. This precious, happy little
one cooed softly every moment he was awake.
When I turned and smiled at him, our eyes met.
I felt he was singing his praises to God. Realizing
his mother could not see my face because of the
mask and COVID-19 issue and not wanting her
to think he was bothering me, I lowered my mask
and said, “ I love baby noises.”
I’m overjoyed that this is not the end. We were
blessed and will be blessed again as God sees our
willingness to study and serve Him as guided by
the 60 days of response. We need to stay focused
as we continue to reconcile our inner soul to
receive forgiveness and not cause God to weep
tears of sorrow because of our trespasses. You
are good. You are worthy as we all strive to meet
our Lord at His return and receive eternal life.
We are not complete. We need God’s divine help
and strength as we strive to walk the straight and
narrow pathway, holding on to the Rod of Iron
that leads to the Tree of Life and meeting God in
Celestial Glory.
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Solemn
Assembly
testimony
By H. Alan Smith
Independence, Missouri

I

arrived at the Solemn Assembly gathering at
Waldo Restoration Branch early enough to
go in as soon as the doors were opened. I ended
up sitting near the front between my brother Ron
and Gary Metzger. In the time leading up to the
beginning of the service, Gary was reading his
Inspired Version of the Bible and offered me his
copy of the Book of Mormon to read as I had not
brought my scriptures with me.
For some reason, I flipped back to the index,
and my attention was immediately drawn to
a reference—a one line reference to the word
“succor” and “transgressions.” Alma 5:19-22 is
one of my favorite scriptures because of how
uniquely it expresses the great love of Jesus for
us, using the word “succor.” I was intrigued in
finding another reference with this word. Here is
the Alma reference: “And he shall go forth, suffering
pains, and afflictions, and temptations of every kind;
And this that the word might be fulfilled which saith,
He will take upon him the pains and sicknesses of his
people; and he will take upon him death, that he may
loose the bands of death which bind his people; And he
will take upon him their infirmities, that his bowels
may be filled with mercy, according to the flesh, that
he may know according to the flesh how to succor his
people according to their infirmities.”
When I turned to the reference I found in the
index, these were the words of King Limhi to
his people: “Therefore, who wondereth that they
are in bondage, and that they are smitten with sore
afflictions? For behold, the Lord has said, I will not
succor my people in the day of their transgression;
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but I will hedge up their ways, that they prosper not;
and their doings shall be as a stumbling block before
them. But if ye will turn to the Lord with full purpose
of heart, and put your trust in him, and serve him with
all diligence of mind; if ye do this, he will, according to
his own will and pleasure, deliver you out of bondage”
(Mosiah 5:47-48, 52.)
This scripture had never stood out to me as it did
at this moment. I believe the Church overall is
in bondage—one of the reasons for our time of
repentance—so I perked up at the reference I had
been led to read. Despite His love that brought
Him in the flesh to suffer for us so He would
know every temptation, every infirmity, every
sickness, and would be able to have mercy and
come to our aid, He could not do this in the day
of our transgression. We have to repent before
His proffered aid could come into our lives.
Immediately, I thought of the repentance that
the Saints had been working on over the time of
preparation for the Solemn Assembly. What were
we still in bondage to? The thought came to me:
the spirit of contention. There was no reference
to this phrase in the index, so I went on with the
scripture to the antidote for our transgressions.
But if ye will 1) turn to the Lord with full purpose
of heart, 2) put your trust in him, 3) serve him
with all diligence of mind; if ye do this, He will,
according to His own will and pleasure, deliver
you out of bondage. I tried to memorize the three
steps that were given and felt I had them down
pretty well for a moment.
The time for the service to begin came, so I handed
the Book of Mormon back to Gary. In the next
short break, I wanted to refresh my mind with
the scripture. I had not written it down or even
made note of where it was. I looked in the index
again. “Succor” was not there, and the reference
was not under the “transgressions” listing either.
In fact, all the references on the index were to
page numbers and not references. I specifically
had seen the phrase about not succoring people
in their transgressions with a chapter and verse
listing, and it was in a reference all by itself.

I checked with Gary later to see if he had a
different version of the Book of Mormon, but it
was a Herald House 1908 edition, the same as
mine.
It was the next day before I went on my scripture
search again and came upon Christ’s words about
the spirit of contention in 3 Nephi. While the
verses were specifically about baptism, I found
the words enlightening for all our disputations
among brothers and sisters in the Restoration:
“And there shall be no disputations among you,
as there hath hitherto been; neither shall there be
disputations among you concerning the points of my
doctrine, as there hath hitherto been; For verily, verily
I say unto you, He that hath the spirit of contention,
is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the father of
contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to
contend with anger one with another; Behold, this
is not my doctrine, to stir up the hearts of men with
anger one against another; but this is my doctrine,
that such things should be done away” (3 Nephi
5:29-31.)
I felt convicted that this was the major problem to
us being able to join together as one in the work
of the Lord. Too often we have let the spirit of
contention stir us up to contend and dispute over
things where we need Jesus’s words to straighten
us out. I also began to try to understand the steps
we needed to take to get out of bondage.
The first was to turn to Him with full purpose
of heart. To me that meant that we needed to
understand Christ’s love for us and learn to
love God and each other with more vigor. God
gives us a way to come to this love in our life:
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father
with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with
this love which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son Jesus Christ, that ye may become
the sons of God, that when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is, that we may
have this hope, that we may be purified even as he is
pure. Amen” (Moroni 7:53.)

The second was to trust the Lord. I was reminded
of Proverbs in relation to this command. “Trust in
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3: 5-6.) For
too long the Restoration has been leaning unto its
own understandings. That’s where pride raises
its head. As Alma said, if we are not stripped
of our pride, we are not prepared to meet God.
Giving up control of our lives to God by trusting
Him for and in all things brings us closer to Him
so He can succor us.
The third calls for us to serve God and each other
by using our minds. We might first think that
our hearts are what causes us to want to serve,
but this third point seems to say that we need
to serve thoughtfully. Jesus wants to succor us,
but calls on us to succor those around us as well.
This was part of the call to repentance and the
covenant which Alma made at the waters of
Mormon. “And now, as ye are desirous to come into
the fold of God, and to be called his people, and are
willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they may
be light; Yea, and are willing to mourn with those that
mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of
comfort, and to stand as witnesses of God at all times,
and in all things, and in all places that ye may be in,
even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and
be numbered with those of the first resurrection, that
ye may have eternal life: Now I say unto you, If this be
the desire of your hearts, what have you against being
baptized in the name of the Lord, as a witness before
him that ye have entered into a covenant with him
that ye will serve him and keep his commandments,
that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon
you?” (Mosiah 9:39-41)
I don’t know if the experience of finding this
scripture and the understandings I came to as I
studied it were just for me or are of help to others.
I just know that I found the scripture with a small
miracle as I shared with my brothers and sisters
from many Restoration groups and many lands
in the Solemn Assembly.
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There is a Stirring Faith –
Our experience as CMRB
Older Youth directors
By Rachel O’Keefe
Odessa, Missouri
how the Lord is going to help
Y ouyounevergrowknow
and mature and, regardless of our

age, our spiritual growth should never stop! About
fifteen years ago, our family began attending
the Odessa Restoration Branch on a permanent
basis. After being there a year, one of our elders
approached my husband, Sean, and me about
directing a youth retreat. I felt paralyzed with fear.
We had two young children, I had never been to
a youth camp, and Sean had attended maybe two
youth camps as a teen in California. Fast forward
thirteen years, and we were approached once
again with an opportunity to direct an Older Youth
retreat for the CMRB. This happened to be the age
group of our oldest son, Kelly. So, after discussing
the idea with him, Sean and I agreed to take on
the challenge. We have now directed the fall and
spring Older Youth retreats for two years.
When we first met these young people, I think we
felt awkward and out of step, not knowing what
our place was with them. We didn’t know most
of them, but after just one retreat, we began to see
their different personalities emerging. For the most
part, we’ve worked with the same group of young
people over the past couple of years, and we’ve
grown very fond of each and every one of them.
They are adults. No one has forced them to go to
camp. They are there because they desire to draw
away from the world for a few days and to learn
of their Lord and Savior and of the gospel He has
restored to earth in these latter days. Their minds
are young and full of life! They have not grown
complacent or weary in their walk with Christ.
They desire to know Him more fully, and we have
been privileged and beyond thankful to have had
the opportunity to be their directors for the past
four retreats. We’ve also felt it our solemn duty to
present them with classes and speakers who truly
grasp the fullness of the restored Church without
variation of doctrine.
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When Sister Jackie Frinsthal called and asked us to
put together an article concerning the Older Youth
retreats, I wasn’t exactly sure what to share, but
as I thought about it, two different stories came to
mind. The first began in late March of 2020 when
we were preparing for the spring retreat. The
Covid pandemic was beginning to gain serious
momentum in the Midwest, and things were
shutting down almost daily. The topic of whether
the Older Youth retreat should continue was being
discussed and voted on by the CMRB pastors. No
food had been purchased for the retreat yet, and
Sean and I waited anxiously for the answer that
Wednesday night, wondering whether we’d be
heading to the grocery stores the next morning in
preparation for the camp that Friday. Our answer
came in an email at about 12 am Thursday morning.
The pastors had voted to let the retreat continue!
Bright and early Thursday morning, we texted
our staff to let them know the news and to ask for
prayers as we attempted to purchase food in stores
that were now fairly ravaged by panic buying.
Surprisingly, we were able to purchase almost 80%
of our list at the first store we shopped, but then
we proceeded to spend the next six or so hours
attempting to purchase the last 20% of the list at
several different stores. At the end of the day,
we headed home with all we needed except six
pounds of hamburger. We had looked everywhere
for ground beef, and there was none to be found.
If we did find some odd bit of meat, it was so
outrageously priced that we could not justify
spending camp money on it. We decided we were
going to get up early Friday morning and would
each go to a different store by opening time so we
might be able to get a few pounds of meat.

CMRB Older Youth Retreat, November 2020

After settling in for the night, Sean went to feed
our chickens, and when he came back in, he was
reading something on his phone. He sat at the table
and told me he had just received a text from Elder
Clayton Foss in Chilhowee. Clayton told Sean that
he and his wife, Glenda, had been thinking about us
that day, knowing we were attempting to shop for
the camp in the midst of the panic buying. He then
wanted to know if we would be interested in any
ground beef. Sean and I both got fairly teary-eyed
over this answer to prayer. Sean quickly texted him
back, thanking him for his offer and letting him
know that we could really use six pounds of ground
beef. Good to their word, Clayton and Glenda had
the meat waiting in the campground freezer before
we ever got there to set up for the weekend!
At this same retreat, both of our speakers cancelled
out the day before. Replacements quickly stepped
in and did a wonderful job, having very little time
to prepare. At the end of each retreat, the youth
always seem reluctant to leave. I remember spring
of 2020 was no different, but there was a sense of
uneasiness because while we were at camp that
weekend, several more changes and mandates had
taken place in our society. As they sang “God Be
with You Till We Meet Again,” you could feel their
sadness of not knowing if they would be allowed
to return and have another camp anytime soon.
As the Lord allowed, we were able to have yet
another retreat this past November of 2020. With the
pandemic continuing, we were surprised to have
more campers during this retreat than any of the
other retreats we had directed. The final experience
I’d like to share with readers is that of our service
project. When planning our retreats, it has been on
my mind for quite some time that I would love for
the elderly in our local retirement home to be able
to hear the beautiful voices of these young saints.
But as we all know, no one is allowed into these
homes for fear of making these vulnerable citizens
ill. At the same time, these lonely elderly people
sit alone and stranded from family every day for
months on end, wondering if anyone remembers
whether or not they exist.
It crossed my mind that perhaps the Older
Youth could create care packages for these shutins. So we put out a notice to the campers that
had registered for camp to begin a collection at
their own congregations/places of work. At the
same time, Sean and I began to collect from the

Odessa congregation. In the end, the response
was overwhelming. The Odessa branch donated
hundreds of dollars in the form of items and money.
The small branch of Chilhowee donated a large
cash sum, along with socks and several beautiful
hand-quilted lap blankets. Our campers showed
up with bags and bags of hygiene items, puzzle
books, candy, and miscellaneous gifts.
On Saturday afternoon of the retreat, the youth
hand-decorated and filled thirty extra-large gift bags
for the residents of the New Haven Nursing Home
in Odessa. Each bag also included a hand-written
note from a camper. Sadly, since it was a weekend,
we couldn’t travel as a group to drop the bags off
at the nursing home, but early Monday morning,
Sean and I did just that. When the activities director
met us at the door to collect our bags, she simply
took one look and said, “Whoa!” I took that one
simple word as the highest form of praise for what
our youth and the congregations had done for this
small group of elderly men and women.
I could go on and on about the extraordinary
campfires that these young people put together
and the Spirit that filled the very air of those starry
nights as they sang in beautiful harmony filled with
love and tenderness, or the uplifting testimonies
and prayers that have been shared at our Sunday
morning prayer services. There is a stirring faith in
many of our young people in the church. I think it
is important that we, as the older generations, not
forget that it is our job to walk that straight and
narrow path and provide an excellent example
of what God’s Restored Church on earth should
look like. We must never become comfortable
or complacent in our mission as members of the
Restored Church, but remember that our aim is
to not be “of this world” because we don’t belong
here. Our aim is to return to our Heavenly Father
and His Son, Jesus Christ, and it is our duty to teach
the next generations the fullness of the gospel.
I’ll leave you with this final moment from our
November 2020 retreat, as I feel it provides a glimpse
of the Spirit that abode with us throughout the
weekend. Long after the hour for camp to “break
up” had passed, we all stood once again in a circle,
holding hands and singing “God Be With You Till We
Meet Again”, which was followed by silence. Finally,
one sweet girl broke that silence with these words
that embody what most of us were thinking at that
very moment: “I just don’t want to leave this place.”
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Weekend
Retreat of
Reconciliation
By Elder Shaun Turner,
Independence, Missouri
Friday, November 13, 2020, Missionary
O n Branch
gathered together at the Odessa
Hills Camp Grounds for a weekend retreat.
There were campfire services, classes, priesthood
and congregational prayer meetings, worship,
and a lot of fellowship. Our director, Elder Kevin
Humphreys, brought us the theme “Prepare
to Meet Jesus.” I was really looking forward
to an entire weekend with the Saints, but my
expectations did not even come close to the
experience.
First, a little background. On January 1, 2019,
our beloved pastor, Joe Hale, lost his longfought battle with cancer. The Lord called him
home and left our branch in a state of mourning.
His wife, Connie, their girls, sons-in-law, and
grandchildren were reeling from the loss. It also
affected Missionary Branch much deeper than
anyone could see. We had lost a good Shepherd.
Unfortunately, life stands still for the mourning,
but it continues on around them. The assistant
pastor was charged with taking the reins. It was
a very difficult thing for him to do, but sheep
must have a shepherd or they will be lost. It was
the assistant pastor’s responsibility to lead until
the next pastor election that happened in March,
less than ninety days from our brother’s death.
When the election came, the assistant pastor was
elected as the new pastor. He began to execute
his duties but was met with resistance by some
of the membership. This resistance took its toll
on our new pastor as well as the branch. It was
creating division between people. This division
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worsened over the next year, and the new pastor
decided not to allow his name to stand for pastor
in the next election.
I was elected to become the new pastor of
Missionary Branch. The first thing I needed to do
was to build bridges in the branch and address
the issue between members. The question was
how to do that without creating more division.
I prayed and fasted and communicated with
individuals as much as I felt they would tolerate.
I attempted a process for forgiveness and
reconciliation on a couple of occasions, only to
be met with a dead end. All I could do was pray
and fast.
Now back to the retreat. We had two wonderful
classes on preparing to meet Jesus, one from the
Aaronic point of view led by Priest James Friend
and the other from the Melchizedek point of view
led by Elder Jeff Rew. The classes spurred a lot of
discussion, and the people began to open up and
trust one another with their lives and concerns.
Early Sunday morning, the priesthood met for a
prayer and worship service led by Elder Kevin
Humphreys. We sang and prayed, and Kevin
shared some scriptures. Through the Spirit, we
were chastised and told that we needed to stop
the “…petty bickering and arguing…” and
that we had to be a part of the building of the
Kingdom. But it was what came next that started
the process of changing our hearts. Kevin stood,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and told another
brother to stand. Kevin hugged the brother and
asked him if he had offended him, and if he did,
he asked for his forgiveness. The brother did
likewise, and Kevin asked him to follow his lead.
I was in the back row all the way to the right,
positioned exactly where the Lord wanted me to
be. From this vantage point, I could see all the
priesthood. I could see what was taking place as
the Lord poured out His spirit in full measure on
us. He showed me that my prayers did not fall
on deaf ears, that my concerns are His concerns,
and that I was never capable of bringing about
the changing of a heart, but He was.

My heart was full, and tears of joy ran freely
because I knew this was a change orchestrated
by the Holy Spirit. I also knew that those who
had contentions with one another would find
themselves in each other’s arms as long as they
endured, which the Holy Spirit gave me comfort
to know that they would all remain. I was the
last, which was another testament that the Lord
had planned every detail, even where I sat. I
praised the Lord, and His Spirit directed my
eyes to Kevin as he embraced me and asked me
if he had offended me, and I responded with the
same question. As he walked away and stood
in front of his chair, the Lord revealed to me
two personages that were ministering to Kevin,
behind him. I could not see them with my eyes,
but I was given knowledge to know that they
were present.
This experience filled us all with the Holy Ghost,
which carried into the prayer and testimony
service and then into the worship service. A
week prior, the previous pastor was asked to
bring ministry in the worship service at the
retreat. During the service, he testified that all
the pain and hurt was gone and replaced with
love for his brothers. He and others repented of
the offenses they had committed in front of the
entire congregation and asked the congregation
to forgive them and forgive each other. It was a
HUGE experience!
There were so many things that happened at
the retreat that were very personal, and due
to the need for brevity, I am not able to share
everything. I would encourage you to contact
me or any member of the Missionary Restoration
Branch to share with you the wonderful work the
Lord performed with us. If you have a need for
someone to facilitate forgiveness or reconciliation
in your life, please contact your teacher or pastor
in your branch and pray and fast for direction.
How can we possibly ask for the Lord to atone
and forgive us of our sins if we are not willing to
forgive one another? Matthew 18:23-34

What a Glorious
Weekend to be
Had!
By Seventy Frank Dippel
Morgantown, West Virginia

Evangelism and Outreach Council is
T heattempting
to work in several ways to

assist Saints in bringing ministry to branches and
individuals in the Church. There is a tremendous
need for revival in the Church. A recent ministry
has come about in the All Saints Worship, and it is
doing a wonderful work. It is reaching Saints who
are scattered, those in weakened states of health,
and many across the globe. This is one area we have
attempted to help bring ministry, but there still are
other ways to reach the hearts of the branches.
A branch could request to receive an excellent
ministry by hosting a Witnessing Weekend at their
home branch or group. This is a rich and rewarding
opportunity to touch the lives in a branch. It can
bring several ministries. The Witnessing Weekend
is all about personal contact. It could assist in
reactivating some dormant Saints and could
revitalize a household and even an entire branch.
The weekend is set up to bring an outside witness
(Saints) into a branch to visit, to fellowship, to
bring worship, to preach, to testify, and to teach.
The weekend is a total spiritual uplift to a branch.
How is this done? First a branch decides if they would
like to receive this marvelous influx of ministry.
Then they contact the Evangelism Outreach Council
through the Conference of Restoration Elders (816836-3421, eldersconference7@gmail.com), and the
process has begun. A branch leader or leadership
team is picked, and they then begin the process of
determining who and how many visits need to or
should be made. Their consideration should entail
active, inactive, and friends of the branch to be
visited.
There can also be a random Witnessing Weekend
scheduled. This is called random because
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individuals from both teams, the home team and the
visiting team, are paired up and knock on random
doors throughout an area or neighborhood.
Once they have determined the number of visits
they would like to see made, then the leader
relays the information to the evangelism council, a
visiting leader is picked, and the formation of the
visiting team begins. The visiting team is not just
priesthood. It involves all who have a testimony of
Jesus Christ and are willing to share their witness.
The visiting team can be composed of Saints from
several branches, not just from one branch at a time.
Potential leaders should participate on a visiting
team in order that they may learn the necessary
components and makeup of a Witnessing Weekend.
These weekends entail a substantial amount of
planning for the home branch and the visiting team.
They both coordinate the visits, the services, meals,
and housing needs. There are normally prayer
and testimony services, preaching services, and
at times even ordinances. Generally, the visiting
team arrives Friday evening and have a meet and
greet, maybe a meal or snack, a time for sharing,
and then a worship together. Saturday, the visits
are made and there is a worship in the evening. I
am not going to cover all the details in this article;
however, these weekends are so enjoyable and so
spiritual. What a tremendous blessing!
During the time of sharing in the homes, the folks
are invited to attend the services. At these visits
there can be issues brought to light that may require
some resolutions. At one visit, we found a lady who
had no way to attend church. Arrangements were
made for her, and she shared in the congregation
for many years. At these visits, there can be things
expressed that branch members may not have
known.
There was discovered at another visit a gentleman
who became inactive so long ago the folks at the
branch had no idea why. They just figured he did
not want to attend any longer. The reason came out
at the visit that he was offended years before and
just stopped coming to the meetings. It turned out
to be an easy fix, and the branch leadership was
able to restore his relationship to the church.
The Witnessing Weekends bring a wonderful
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ministry to all involved in the weekend: the home
team, visiting team, and the Saints being visited.
There is not any better way to touch people’s lives
then to bring the blessed Spirit of our Lord Jesus
Christ into their home and their lives and to allow
Him to restore them to His body of believers.
There is a wonderful testimony of how these
weekends work in reverse. It was in the late 1970s
or early 1980s when the teams were paired, had
their worship, and set out to visit. A young couple
who were bringing their witness of their love for
Jesus, along with the home team member, entered
a home in Kirtland, Ohio. The home was actually
the home of Brother Earl Curry. The couple shared
with Brother Curry, who they had no knowledge
of, and told him how much they believed in and
loved Jesus Christ who had recently come into their
lives. Brother Curry then began to share so much of
his witness that the visit changed their lives. That
young couple, who were even carrying their infant
child, took a chance, stepped out in faith, and were
so blessed that that one visit had a marvelous effect
on their relationship with Christ and their ministry
for many years. Guaranteed, everyone who steps
out and participates in a Witnessing Weekend is
changed, touched by other Saints, blessed by the
Spirit, and makes lifelong friends.
Elder John Mundy has a wonderful testimony to
share too, which also takes place in the 1980s, the
high point in the Church for Witnessing Weekends.
Brother John was the team leader, with the Lord’s
help, of an eight-member witnessing team who
was visiting the Ottumwa, Iowa Branch. As it is
customary, they met Friday evening, were paired
together for visiting on Saturday, and received the
housing assignments. The pastor forgot John, and
subsequently, John did not have a place to stay.
John suggested he could stay with a couple named
Dwayne and Donna. They traveled to their home,
and after a short time there, Dwayne left the room.
John was sharing his testimonies, and Donna stated
that Dwayne had not been baptized yet. Later,
John and Dwayne were speaking together when
Dwayne told John of his experience with Jesus. He
explained that when he was sixteen years of age,
he was praying to develop a closer relationship
with Christ. Jesus appeared before him and told
him he needed to be baptized. Dwayne found a
Baptist church and was baptized by immersion.

Dwayne did not see any reason to be rebaptized.
In preceding years, no one satisfied him nor helped
him understand any reason to be baptized again.
He questioned apostles, seventy, and many others
and had received no confirming testimony.
Once Dwayne revealed this testimony to John,
John knew he needed to pray in order to receive
the appropriate answer. At that point, John
suggested to Dwayne that he would share with
him tomorrow evening. John asked God to wake
him an hour early, and the Lord did just that. John
witnessed and shared all day at their visits, but he
kept reminding God of the time. “Lord, it’s 10 am,
2 pm, 6 pm,” and, “Lord, it’s 9 pm.” He needed
an answer. They finished the evening worship and
arrived back at Dwayne and Donna’s home. After
they pulled up in the driveway, Dwayne turned off
the engine and sat there, waiting for John to answer.
John said, “Dwayne, do you want me to tell you
why you need to be rebaptized?” He remarked,
“That is what I am waiting to hear!”
John was given two scriptural references: Hebrew
6:1-2, where baptism is referred to as plural baptisms
meaning two baptisms, and John 3:3-10, which
refers to being born of the water and the spirit.
You can not receive the second baptism except you
receive the first from someone having authority.
After a period of discussion, Dwayne went into
the house, and John felt as though he had really
messed up; however, the Spirit continued to work
on Dwayne and convinced him to be rebaptized. It
was just three weeks later when Dwayne called John
to baptize him. Dwayne was eventually ordained a
deacon and served the Church faithfully until he
passed away at the age of ninety-six. Surely these
Witnessing Weekends can change lives.
Give it a try! Make the call either to be a host branch
or a visiting team member.
Contact information:
Elder Steve Lahue, Chairman,
816-778-2384, stevenlahue@gmail.com
Elder Gerry Bird, Vice Chair,
816-661-2177, gebird4@gmail.com
All Saints Worship:
Elder Larry Cottrill, Pastor,
804-396-1152, lcottrill@wric.com

Come, Invite
the Children

By Becky Stayton,
Independence, Missouri

68:4 “...and they shall also teach the
D &Cchildren
to pray, and to walk uprightly
before the Lord.”
In the Parable of the Sower in Luke 8, Jesus talks
about the seed of the Word of God being sown
by the wayside, in the rocks, among thorns, and
on fertile soil. Our children are good examples of
fertile soil. Children have a ready heart to receive
the Word of God and the faith to put it into practice.
In the fall of 2018, the Lord started putting
a burden on my heart for my grandchildren
and the children of our branch. There are so
many distractions in this world. It is hard to be
grounded amid the rocks, thorns, and weeds that
are all around. I prayed for a way for them to be
grounded. I knew I already had plenty to do, so I
trusted that the Lord had a plan. It turns out that
He did. It just wasn’t the one I had hoped for.
The concern for the children kept pressing, and
I knew the Lord had something He wanted me
to do. I felt it had something to do with teaching
children to pray. For several reasons, I didn’t feel
like I was the one for the job. I struggled with Him
about it for a while. Finally, He got my attention
while reading the scriptures. In Mark 4, these
words popped out: “Peace, be still.” “Why are you
so fearful?” “How is it that you have no faith?”
Later in chapter 5, it says, “Be not afraid. Only
believe.” His Spirit washed over me, and I wept. I
told Him I would trust Him.
Right after that He gave me the name, Kingdom
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Kids. I began to get ideas, stories, songs, and a
verse that we now call the Kingdom Kid Pledge.
Over and over, the Lord put the right people and
the right circumstances into my life to show me He
was in this. Though I faltered and doubted many
times that I could do what He asked, numerous
people shared confirming testimonies. When I
asked forgiveness for my lack of faith, everything
worked together like a puzzle falling into place.
In the summer of 2019, we began Kingdom Kids
at our branch, Living Hope. Then in the fall, we
partnered with Outreach Restoration and had
some meetings on Saturdays. I also began helping
with a few chapels at CPRS. Things were moving
along when Covid-19 hit. We tried to continue
as best we could. But, like the rest of the church
programs, it was hard to keep going.
In early June of 2020, I was working in my flower
garden, and the Lord spoke to my mind. He said,
“Now is the perfect time. The windows of Heaven
are open, but not for long. Come. Invite the
children, the youth helpers, and the adults. I will
be with you.” I understood that we were to meet
outside at the church where we would be free of
inside restrictions due to the pandemic.
For the first meeting, the scripture from Ephesians
3 kept going through my mind. It was a time of
so much turmoil and hatred in the nation, but
He led us to being “rooted and grounded” in
His love. He led us through subject by subject all
summer long. It wasn’t until near the end of the
summer that we realized what He was doing. As
we trusted in Him, He would lead us to the next
topic. We explored the Lord’s Prayer, subject by
subject, using the I PRAY model.
I - Our Father which art in Heaven: He is our
father; we are His children.
Praise - Hallowed be Thy name.
Repentance and Forgiveness - Forgive us our
trespasses...
Ask – Give us this day, our daily bread…
Yield – Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done…
As we progressed, He likened our prayers
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and relationship to Him as nourishment to the
growing plant of the Holy Spirit within us. That
is not a new subject. It is all through scripture. But
we did not plan it out. It simply fell into place as
we trusted in Him.
As we neared the Solemn Assembly, we wanted
to focus on that. I had a dream with the word
FRUIT going through my mind. As I woke up, I
realized that forgiveness and repentance fit for
the first two letters. The Lord led me to the rest
of the acrostic through scripture. (Alma 19:13 and
Proverbs 15:6a)
Forgiveness and
Repentance
Unlock
Inherited
Treasure!
I was so excited! Repentance and forgiveness were
not hard, heavy, horrible things. They brought life
and fruit! And that fruit was not for staying on the
tree but to share and be a part of His Kingdom!
As we looked back, we realized He had been
preparing us for the Assembly all summer. What
an awesome God!
Early on, I understood that this endeavor of
Kingdom Kids was not only for our branch. I knew
there would come a time to share it with others.
Brother Richard Neill said it was an important
ministry and asked for it to be written down. As
I have tried to work on the materials, there are
times I lack inspiration. I have to stop and leave
that part blank. I realize I do not have all of the
answers. I realize there are many others with parts
of this puzzle. Just like a plant, we do not produce
fruit on our own. We can fertilize the plant, pull
the weeds, and water it, but the Lord is the one
who brings the fruit and the harvest. So it is with
Kingdom Kids.
The Lord has planted a seed of desire to touch the
hearts of our children, to root them and ground them
in the power of prayer. I trust that same desire is in
others with hearts for the children. I look forward
to what will grow from this endeavor to mobilize
children in prayer for the Kingdom of God.

Freedom
Stewardship
Ministries
By Bob Dickson
FSM Executive Director
called his people Zion, because
“theyAndweretheofLord
one heart and one mind, and dwelt
in righteousness; and there were no poor among
them.” Genesis 7:23
Freedom Stewardship Ministries (FSM) was
endorsed by the Elders’ Conference at its 2019
session. Since that time, the ministry has had the
opportunity to reach out to members in various
branches of the Church by offering counseling
regarding the law of stewardship and helping
families with the refinancing of their high-interest
credit card debt at zero interest. The single purpose
of FSM is to assist families and individuals in
avoiding the pitfalls of this consumer, debt-ridden
world, in favor of one where we recognize that the
Lord will provide abundance for the faithful if we
live by His laws.
Since our last writing in the Tidings, two
additional branches have chosen to affiliate with
FSM by simply allowing us to reach out to their
Saints with this healing ministry. FSM now has
nine affiliated branches in the Center Place and
beyond.
We will soon have refinanced debt for five
families, relieving those families of the burden
of high interest. Other families have been given
individual counseling to assist them in family
budgeting and recognition of better ways to live
as good stewards. Often times our discussions
will help families find ways to save money and
recognize waste in their spending habits. The
goal of FSM is to turn debt-ridden families into
families who are able to get rid of that burden
and be able to assist other families. We recently

celebrated when one of our “Graduate” families
was able to come to the assistance of two other
families in their time of need.
One further development in our ministry is that we
are utilizing the membership of the Stewardship
Council to assist us with training and mentoring
of families in need of assistance.
Please be reminded that all the information
you need to understand the goals and practices
of FSM can be seen under the FSM tab on the
Conference of Restoration Elders’ website. Please
do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions
or if you are a family that could benefit from our
assistance.

Conference of
Restoration
Elders Financial
Update
By Elder Ray Lane
CRE Treasurer

Ray and Rene Lane

Brothers and Sisters,
Each of us are feeling the events of the world.
Praying, we are looking to the Lord for continued
support and strength.
It has been a little over six months since the Intown Reunion/Conference. At present, the total
contributions toward the budget for this year is
$53,474.00 with expenses of $34,488.
Tidings of Zion is part of this, and the funds received
are $19,554.00 with expenses of $16,417.00. This
is because of the choices that you as subscribers
have made with your response to how you want to
receive the Tidings along with your contribution.
Thank you for your continued support. May God
continue to guide you and bless your lives.
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CALENDAR OF
Calendar
ofEVENTS
Events
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MICHIGAN
Location TBD Contact: Jay Havener 248-909-1701
March
19-21 Priesthood Retreat
MICHIGAN
March 19-21 Priesthood Retreat
Location TBD Contact: Jay Havener 248-909-1701
MISSOURI Youth Retreats
Central Missouri
MISSOURI
YouthRestoration
Retreats Branches Spring Retreats at Odessa Hills Campground
Theme:
"Press
Toward
the Mark"
Phil. 3:14
Central Missouri Restoration
Branches
Spring Retreats at Odessa Hills Campground
All
retreats
start
at
7:00p.m.
on
Friday
Theme: "Press Toward the Mark" Phil.and
3:14conclude at 1:00p.m. on Sunday, except Junior Retreat which will start at
9:00a.m.
at start
Saturday
and conclude
at 1:00p.m.
Sunday.
All
retreats
at 7:00p.m.
on Friday
and conclude
at 1:00p.m. on Sunday, except Junior Retreat which will start at
for more
information.
Go to www.odessahills.com
9:00a.m.
at Saturday and conclude
at 1:00p.m.
Sunday.
March
19-21 Older Youthfor
- $45
Directors: TBA
Go to www.odessahills.com
more
information.
th
th
March
26-28
Sr.
High
10
-12
grade
$45
Directors:
March 19-21 Older Youthth - $45
Directors: TBA
TBA
th th grade
th
March
12-14
Jr.
High
7
-9
$45
Directors:
TBAand Christy Schrunk
March 26-28 Sr. High -th10th -12 grade - $45 Directors: Jeff
th th
April 10-11
Junior
Directors: Jeff
Chrisand
andChristy
NicoleSchrunk
Capps
-9 grade
grade- $40
- $45
Directors:
March
12-14 Jr.
High- 4- 7-6
th th
Directors: Chris and Nicole Capps
April 10-11
Junior - 4 -6 grade - $40
MISSOURI
Spring Gathering at Waldo Restoration Branch - details coming
April
9-10
MISSOURI
AaronicGathering
Priesthood
at Missionary
Restoration
Branch
May
April21-23
9-10
Spring
at Retreat
Waldo Restoration
Branch
- details
coming
Contact: Priesthood
Stephen Henson
May 21-23
Aaronic
Retreat816-808-5065
at Missionarystephenh1@hotmail.com
Restoration Branch
Contact: Stephen Henson 816-808-5065 stephenh1@hotmail.com
Upcoming CRE Women’s Council Events for 2021 – Our overall theme for 2021 is “Be Still and Know That I am God”
Psalms 46:10.
Please
save the
datesEvents
for the for
following
Upcoming
CRE
Women’s
Council
2021 – events:
Our overall theme for 2021 is “Be Still and Know That I am God”
Women’s
Zoom meeting “Be Still and Know that I am Trustworthy”
Feb 6 46:10. Please
Psalms
save Council
the datesWinter
for theGathering
following via
events:
Women’s
Council
Spring
Retreat
Location
TBD
“Be Still
Me”I am Trustworthy”
April
17
Feb 6
Women’s Council Winter Gathering via Zoom
meeting
“Beand
StillSurrender
and Knowtothat
Women’s
Council
In-Town
Reunion
afternoon
classes
and
early
morning
prayer
June
20-26
April 17
Women’s Council Spring Retreat - Location TBD “Be Still and Surrender to Me”time at Waldo RB
Women’s Council
Council In-Town
Fall Retreat
at Odessa
Hills Campground
“Be morning
Still and prayer
Rejoicetime
in Walking
Sept
June TBA
20-26
Women’s
Reunion
afternoon
classes and early
at Waldowith
RB Me”
Sept TBA
Women’s Council Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills Campground “Be Still and Rejoice in Walking with Me”

2020 Restoration Camps
2020 Restoration
Camps
2021
Restoration

Camps

IOWA
Little
IOWASioux, Iowa
June 13-19
JR&SR High Camp Bethel (ages 13-18) Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
Little
Sioux, Iowa
Theme:
June 13-19
JR&SR TBA
High Camp Bethel (ages 13-18) Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
July 11-15
Junior
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
Theme:Camp
TBA Emmanuel (ages 8-13)
Theme:
“Feasting
Upon
the
Words
of
Christ”
2 Nephi13:29-30
July 11-15
Junior Camp Emmanuel (ages 8-13)
Director:
Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
Theme: “Feasting Upon the Words of Christ” 2 Nephi13:29-30
MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
MISSOURI
Theme: "We’re
MarchingRESTORATION
to Zion" GenesisBRANCHES
9:22
CENTRAL
MISSOURI
CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
Go to www.odessahills.com
more
information.
Theme:
"We’re Marching to for
Zion"
Genesis
9:22 Register early for a discount.
Mayto23-29
Older Youthfor
(College
age/unmarried)
Directors:
& Monica Twombly
more information.
Register
early forBrian
a discount.
Go
www.odessahills.com
June
27-July
1
Junior
Camp
(Grades
3-7)
Directors:
Chris
&
Older Youth (College age/unmarried) Directors: Brian & Nicole
MonicaCapps
Twombly
May 23-29
June
13-19
SR
High
Camp
(Grades
10-12)
Directors:
TBA
Directors: Chris & Nicole Capps
June 27-July 1 Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)
June
JR
Directors:
SR High
High Camp
Camp (Grades
(Grades 7-9)
10-12)
Directors: Jeff
TBA& Christy Schrunk
June 20-26
13-19
Grades
are for the
school
year.7-9)
JRupcoming
High Camp
(Grades
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk
June
20-26
Grades are for the upcoming school year.
RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th. Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a
discount.
RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th. Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a
Theme: “Focus on the ONE” Hebrews 12:2
discount.
Jun 19-25
or Junon26-July
2 (TBA)
Mountain
Colorado
Theme:
“Focus
the ONE”
Hebrews
12:2 (Grades 10-13) Director: Mike Moores
Jul
5-9
Walk
the
Talk
(Grades
10-13)
Director:
Cara
Smith
Living Hope RB
Colorado
Jun 19-25 or Jun 26-July 2 (TBA) Mountain (Grades 10-13) Director: Mike Moores
Jul
10-16
Leadership
(Grades
10-14)
Director:
Aaron
&
Erica
Bailey
Odessa
Hills RB
Walk the Talk (Grades 10-13) Director: Cara Smith
Living Hope
Jul 5-9
Jul
Bountiful
Directors:
Jason &
& Erica
CathyBailey
Hamilton
Odessa
Leadership(Grades
(Grades7-9)
10-14)
Director: Aaron
Odessa Hills
Hills
Jul 11-17
10-16
Jul
Mammoth
(Grades9-13)
Directors:
Chip &
Gowan
Lake
of Hills
the Ozarks
Bountiful (Grades
7-9)
Directors: Jason
&Jill
Cathy
Hamilton
Odessa
Jul 18-24
11-17
Jul
25-28
Tiona
(Girls
Grades
4-7)
Director:
Aaron
&
Kelda
Brown
Odessa
Hills
Mammoth (Grades9-13)
Directors: Chip & Jill Gowan
Lake of the Ozarks
Jul 18-24
Jul
Liahona
(BoysGrades
Grades4-7)
4-7)
Directors:
Brett &
Smith
Odessa
Tiona (Girls
Director: Aaron
& Nannette
Kelda Brown
Odessa Hills
Hills
Jul 28-31
25-28
Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Directors: Brett & Nannette Smith
Odessa Hills
Jul 28-31
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TEXAS
July TBA
TEXAS
July TBA

2000 Strong Adventure Camp Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-574-3051
Camp begins at 5 PM on Wednesday and concludes on Sunday. There are two camps held concurrently.
A
youth
campAdventure
for ages 8-18
and Contact:
a young adult
for214-574-3051
ages 18-25. The camps are at the Collin County
2000
Strong
Camp
Jerry camp
Skotak
Adventure
1180
St. Anna,and
TX.
www.2000strong.us
Camp
begins
at 5W.
PMHouston
on Wednesday
concludes
on Sunday. There are two camps held concurrently.
A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young adult camp for ages 18-25. The camps are at the Collin County
MICHIGAN-GREAT
LAKES
Adventure
1180 REGION
W. Houston St. Anna, TX. www.2000strong.us
JR High/SR. High Camp
Director: PJ Fought 419-233-2024
July 5-10
Children's
CampREGION
(Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
July TBA
MICHIGAN-GREAT
LAKES
July 5-10
JR High/SR. High Camp
Director: PJ Fought 419-233-2024
WASHINGTON
July
TBA
Children's Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Yacolt, Washington
Aug TBA
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384
WASHINGTON
Aug TBA
Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Yacolt, Washington
Contact:
Herren Reunions
503-562-9384
2020 RestorationKevin
Branch

2021
Branch Reunions
2020
Restoration
Branch Reunions
May 30-June
5Restoration
Zion's Ridge

Independence, Missouri
Contact:
Ray Lane 816-650-6573
May 30-June 5 Zion's
Ridge
Independence, Missouri
June 5-12
Central
at 816-650-6573
Odessa Hills, Odessa, MO
Contact:Missouri
Ray Lane
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or odessahills.com 816-230-4000
Directors:
Bob & at
Sheila
Schrunk
June 5-12
Central Missouri
Odessa
Hills, Odessa, MO
Theme:
Marching
to Zion" or
Genesis
9:22
Contact:"We’re
Judi Smith
816-633-4199
odessahills.com
816-230-4000
Directors: Bob & Sheila Schrunk
June 13-19
South
Branch
Theme:Crysler
"We’reRestoration
Marching to
Zion"Reunion
Genesis 9:22
Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas
Director:
MarkRestoration
Churchill Branch Reunion
South Crysler
June 13-19
Contact
Registrar:inPaul
& Lynette
Baker University
Baldwin
City, Davis:
KansasLynette: 816-795-0703 or Paul 816-739-2795
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com
or pauldavislaw@yahoo.com
Director: Mark Churchill
Contact Registrar: Paul & Lynette Davis: Lynette: 816-795-0703 or Paul 816-739-2795
June 20-26
Restoration
Branch Family Reunion
and Conference of Restoration Elders
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com
or pauldavislaw@yahoo.com
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo
Avenue
RB/Center
Restoration
School in
Missouri
Restoration
Branch
FamilyPlace
Reunion
and Conference
ofIndependence,
Restoration Elders
June 20-26
Contact: CRE
Office
Sponsored
by the
CRE816-836-3421
and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration School in Independence, Missouri
July TBA
Maine
Reunion
Contact:
CRE Office 816-836-3421
Brooksville, Maine
Contact:
Richard Leighton 207-217-8453
Maine
Reunion
July TBA
Brooksville, Maine
If any corrections need to be made,
July 3-10
Buckner
Contact: RB
Richard Leighton 207-217-8453
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, Missouri
Contact: RB
Justin Jones 816-588-2770
Buckner
July 3-10
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, Missouri
July 19-25
Great Lakes
Regional
Reunion
Contact:
Justin
Jones 816-588-2770
Vassar, Michigan
Contact
Registrar:
Helene
Danicki 248-651-3208
Director: Eric Eliason
Great
Lakes
Regional
Reunion
July 19-25
Vassar, Michigan
July 24-31
Woodbine
ReunionHelene
“Seek Danicki
to bring 248-651-3208
forth the Kingdom of God”
Luke
12:34-35
Contact
Registrar:
Director:
Eric
Eliason
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan
Ronk “Seek
712-592-1977
Woodbine
Reunion
to bring forth the Kingdom of God” Luke 12:34-35
July 24-31
Little Sioux, Iowa
July 31-Aug 6 Contact:
Kirtland Area
Runion (Pending CoC campground approval)
Alan Family
Ronk 712-592-1977
Temple Grove Campgrounds, 347 Hamburg Rd., Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
Contact: Area
ReneeFamily
Webster
440-622-5837
Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com
Director: Joe Webster
Runion
(Pending email:
CoC campground
approval)
July 31-Aug 6 Kirtland
Temple Grove Campgrounds, 347 Hamburg Rd., Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
Aug TBA
Northwest
Regional
Reunion
Contact:
Renee
Webster
440-622-5837 email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com Director: Joe Webster
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian
Herren
503-949-2484
Northwest
Regional
Reunion
Aug TBA
Vancouver, Washington
If any corrections
need
to be
made,503-949-2484
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
Contact:
Brian
Herren
If any corrections need to be made, contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
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Change Service Requested

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES:
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your mailing address. All contact information is on the inside
front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Living Hope RB
LivingHopeBranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

