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2020 Restoration Branch
Family Reunion &
Conference of
Restoration Elders

T

he Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference of
Restoration Elders (CRE) invite all Restoration
branch saints and priesthood to consider
participating in the 2020 Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders. The
combined reunion and elder’s conference will be
held at the Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/
Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch from June 21
thru 26th, 2020. There is only one registration form
for both the Reunion and the CRE. To register use
the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/2020Reunion-CRE. For the proposed
schedule and more information go to the last issue
128 of the Tidings, or visit the CRE website at:
www.eldersconference.org.
As in previous years, the primary focus of the week
will be on worship, classes and fellowship for all, and
an opportunity for the elders to meet in conference.
This year’s overall theme is:
Settle This in Your Hearts: Take Up Your Cross
and Be My Disciple (Luke 14:27-28)
DAILY THEMES
Sunday: Do the things which I shall teach, and
command you. (Luke 14:28; Matt. 16:26;
Luke 21:23; Moroni 4:4)
Monday: Take up your cross daily and follow me.
(Matt 16:25; Matt.10:33; Mark 8:36; Luke
9:23; Matt. 5:3; 3 Nephi 5:78)
Tuesday: Follow me, and feed my sheep.
(D&C 105:6a; Mark 10:20; Moroni 9:6)
Wed.:
Fear not to share your testimony at a
moment’s notice (Luke 21:10-18; Moroni
3:2; D&C 21:5a; Alma 4:6; D&C 76:5 & 6g)
Thurs.: Humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you (1
Peter 5:6-1; Alma 3:50; D&C 56:1b; II Nephi
3:61-66)
Friday: Come unto Christ and be perfected in Him
(Moroni 10:29; Matt. 10:33-34; Mosiah 3:21)

Spiritual
Preparedness
Class

Presented by: Pat Chadwick and Sylvia Powell
First Class Date: March 3, 2020
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Place: Oak Grove Restoration Branch
1203 N. Broadway, Oak Grove, MO 64075

T

his is the first class in the series. Classes will go
through the last Tuesday in May and then off
for the summer.
Materials for the class and future classes will be
available on the Restoration Women’s Council
Facebook page, as well as on the Oak Grove
Restoration Branch website.
If you are unable to print off class materials, there
will be the opportunity to purchase a set at the
church. There will be a donation basket at each class
that will be collected for the cost of the materials.
The presenters are encouraging you to print your
handouts off at home, but if you are unable to, then
please give a donation.
Previous classes are available on the website.
Livestreaming will also be available through their
website at http://www.ogrb.org/.
A nursery will also be available.
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Reunion Sermon at
Waldo Restoration
Branch 06/27/19
Elder David Joyce
Wadestown, West Virginia
Editor’s Note: To allow more articles to be included
in this issue of the Tidings of Zion, this sermon has
been shortened and modified from its original form.
You can watch/listen to this message in its entirety at
https://livestream.com/WaldoAvenue/events/8731462/
or download audio at the Conference of Restoration
Elders website, www.eldersconference.org/2019-Family
-Reunion---CRE.php
theme for today has been “Be Ye
T heTransformed
and Live Like Jesus.” Well, I’m

going to change it to add some punctuation. I’m
going to add those three little dots, ellipses, for a
little pause. And so, here’s the theme for today:
“Be ye transformed and live…like Jesus.” I’d like
to ask you to hear the word of the Lord and yield
to the moving and enticing of the Spirit as it would
confirm to you these words: John 10:9-10, D&C
66:1b, and Matthew 9:10-14.
So, in the last scripture Jesus said, “I will have
mercy and not sacrifice; for I am not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” I want
you to understand the seriousness of what was
said in that scripture. “Where am I on the list?” Did
Christ come for you? Or are we so righteous that
we’re above that, so righteous that we’re above the
need for transformation? He said He came for the
sinner, and that’s me.
Earlier this week, the story from the fifth chapter
of Luke was mentioned, where they lowered the
man through the roof who was lame on his couch,
on his bed, his whole life. And there, Christ did
something before He healed him. He said, “Your
sins are forgiven.” But you know who else was in
the room with them? The Pharisees. The Pharisees
walk in the room, and they began to reason —
because that’s what they did. They were all about
the wording. They were all about exactly the letter
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of the law. Jesus said, “Would it be easier for me to
say your sins are forgiven or would it be easier for
me to say rise up and walk?” He healed the man.
Told him to rise up and walk. You know what the
Pharisees did after that? They said, “We’ve seen
some strange things today.” It didn’t fit with the
pattern of what they knew to be the law. They
knew the law. It was written in the scriptures.
They could quote the law better than anybody, but
they faltered embarrassingly when it came to the
spirit of the law. They knew the law, and they used
it, not to save souls, but to have power over them.
That was the Pharisees.
The world can’t grasp the beauty of the Gospel
and how it makes us alive. The world doesn’t
know Christ, and if it doesn’t know Christ, it
can’t be transformed. And when I say the world,
I’m saying it could be your neighbor. It could be
someone far away. But the world in general, as far
as I’m concerned, is anyone who hasn’t entered
into a covenant with Christ.
In the fourth chapter of Luke, it talks about
Christ going to the temple. He read a scripture
from Isaiah which had these statements in it: “He
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor.”
And then it refers to the fact that He was sent to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captive, and to preach the recovering of sight
to the blind, and to set at liberty those that are
bruised. The poor, the brokenhearted, the captive,
the blind, the bruised. And He came to give them
life. Not one of them was perfect, and not one of
them was whole. But they would be made whole,
and they would be transformed because of Christ.
He’s promised to heal the sick and deliver the
captive. In short, He gives us life. And we are to be
like Jesus: concerned for the worth of souls, every
soul. As we bear offerings, whatever they might
be, the scriptures tell us over and over that we’ll
be rewarded a hundredfold. You know what’s
interesting? It says a hundredfold at this time.
That’s not even an eternity, because then it says,
“and in the world to come, eternal life” (Mark
10:29). It says you’ll be rewarded a hundredfold
at this time and eternal life in the world to come.
That’s what happens whenever we start to live
like Christ.
So I ask, what is the nature of the Gospel? In

essence, we kind of know that general definition
of the Gospel. The Gospel is the good news.
The good news offers us hope, comfort, and
forgiveness. That’s the Gospel in a nutshell. All of
this through Christ. That’s what we want someone
to understand. We want forgiveness through
Christ. And we’re told over and over again that
forgiveness through Christ comes on the basis of
repentance.
You have heard time and time again that we in this
church have been told to preach repentance, preach
repentance, preach repentance. We know that, and
that is so much what I think preaching should
be about. But if there’s not forgiveness offered in
this church, to follow a message of “you’d better
repent,” then we have no business being a church.
You will recall from Matthew 9, where Jesus said,
“You need to go learn the meaning of this—I will
have mercy and not sacrifice.” We struggle often
in being transformed, to be like Christ, because
many of us have a built-in mechanism to be like
the Pharisees. I’ll be honest—the younger I was,
the stricter I was, and it was my job to read the law.
I still believe very strictly in the law, the doctrine,
and the commandments. I believe I’m supposed to
obey every one of those, and so are you. And I also
know we’re all sinners in this room. Too often, we
try to be like the Pharisees.
There’s something I say very frequently in my
prayers. It’s the phrase, “Lord and Savior.” In the
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Beautiful
phrase. Anybody ever say that phrase? Put those
two words together—our Lord and Savior. Do you
not realize how different those two words are? To
me, the word “Lord” conjures up “master.” Lord.
Judge. Somebody’s that strict. That’s the Lord
part. What’s the Savior part? Savior redeems us
from our sins. The advocate with the Father. He
makes us whole. Gives us purpose. He rescues us.
He’s our covenant friend. He gives us life.
Sister Louise Gregson was sitting right here while
I was doing a class a couple of years ago at one of
the conferences. I had this nice power point, and
I can’t remember what the slide represented, but
it had Adam and Eve coming out of the garden.
They were wearing coats that looked like they

could have been a suede-like leather or something
like that. I didn’t have the slide up there for any
reason in particular, just that it kind of represented
what I was wanting to talk about. Louise raised
her hand, and I called on her. She said, “That
picture’s wrong.” “What do you mean, Louise?”
I asked. “They’re supposed to have animal fur on,
or animal coats.” I said, “Come on, Louise, that
looks close enough to be an animal. It could be
something with not real long fur. Let’s just say it’s
animal and move on.” We went to the next slide.
Never thought about it again. But what do the
scriptures tell us that Adam and Eve were clothed
in? At first, they clothed themselves with fig leaves.
They attempted to cover up their sin using a fig
leaf. When they were finally cast from the garden,
God cast them out, and He put on them this coat
of an animal’s hide. It could have very well been a
lamb. But it was a sacrifice, and it was a sacrifice of
blood of some sort. It was typical of what would
cover our sins in this world. They couldn’t do it.
Adam and Eve couldn’t knit together a fig leaf
loin cloth and cover themselves because God had
a different plan of what would cover our sins. It
was a sacrifice of blood—the atonement of His
own son.
In the first chapter of John, it uses these phrases:
“In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the
life, and the life was the light of men.” It goes on
to say that the world perceived not the life nor
the light. Do you realize that there are people out
there who are weak and of this world, who have
no concept of light or life? What life is all about?
We’re called today to be transformed and live—
like Christ did. Like He offers. How about Doctrine
and Covenants, Section 1? I’m going to read 5e,
just because of this one phrase. “…And also those
to whom these commandments were given might
have power to lay the foundation of this church,
and to bring it forth out of obscurity, and out of
darkness, the only true and living church.” You
know what we focus on? (Pharisees) We focus on
true church. I have no doubt in my mind of the
truth of that statement. But sometimes we get so
locked on that, that we turn Pharisee on people,
and we forget what it means to be a living church.
A living church is more than just one that gets
continual revelation. A living church is a church
that brings life, and it brings life because of Christ.
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It’s a true and living church because it serves a
true and living God. It’s a church that provides an
avenue for forgiveness. There will be some of you
not really happy with what I’m telling you tonight
because it will stretch you to forgive people.
Who understands the worth of souls more than
someone who has been forgiven? For those of us
who have been isolated in our homes, and in our
church, and in our family growing up—we never
had to be out in the world. You may not know
what it’s like to know mercy because you really
haven’t been in such a pinch that you need it. Who
knows better, though, about service, than someone
who is a broken soul?
Consider the story of the woman taken in adultery
from the eighth chapter of John. This woman was
brought before Jesus by people who knew the law.
They knew it. It was right. It was written in the
books, and you’ve still got it in your book today.
So, they brought this person before the Lord. It
says, “Jesus stooped down, and with His finger
wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
So when they continued asking him, he lifted up
himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at her…And
they which heard it, being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the
eldest, even unto the last; and Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst of the temple.
When Jesus had raised up himself, and saw none
of her accusers, and the woman standing, he said
unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers?
hath no man condemned thee?” And by the way,
I think He found a loophole in the law right there.
He said you had to have condemners. Anyway,
then she says, “No man, Lord. And Jesus said
unto her, Neither do I condemn thee; go, and sin
no more.” Why would you ever preach a gospel
of repentance to people if you weren’t going to
forgive them? That’s not easy for Saints to hear
sometimes. Here’s one of the key phrases: “And
the woman glorified God from that hour, and
believed on his name.”
This is a true and living church, collectively—
not individually. This is Christ’s Church. The
Gospel of Christ is about the remission of sins,
not punishment. That’s the Gospel. There is
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punishment—don’t get me wrong. There’s
punishment, but the Gospel is about the remission
of sins. Too many times, we don’t know mercy
until we’re confronted with justice. Not all of us
have been put in a position, and as a result, we
need our own form of righteous transformation
that gives us a Christlike look at the worth of
souls. The souls that would, maybe otherwise, be
lost or forgotten. The Pharisee in us wants justice
according to the law. The watchdog in us wants
time served. If the mind of Christ be in us, we have
to long for the souls of those who are lost. We have
to be transformed to be like Him. If the church is
to wear the mantle of the bride of Christ, we must
be true, and we must give life to the souls that are
maybe a bit edgy but now seek. To help the souls
who might have a past to find hope in the future
through repentance. We have to give life to those
that are blemished but made beautiful because of
a broken heart.
In the sixth chapter of Genesis, around the 64th
verse, it talks about the Holy Spirit. Refers to it as
the record of heaven, or another comforter. It says
that it will abide in you and quicken you and make
you alive. In the 32nd section of the Doctrine and
Covenants, it talks about baptism and confirmation
into the church. It says, “The Book of Mormon
and the Holy Scriptures, are given of me for your
instruction; and the power of my Spirit quickeneth
all things…” There needs to be something in us
that confirms the truth. That’s what the Holy Spirit
does. That’s what the Comforter does. That’s the
office of the Holy Ghost—to confirm the truth and
make us alive.
We might be right at the edge of something
very special. You might have to look right here
(yourself) and take that one step. I’m committed
to take another step. That step will most likely lead
me to another. But I’m committed to take another
step. What would you say when the Lord says,
“Who will go for me?” I hope we respond, “Here
am I.” When the Lord says, “Jump,” you say, “How
high?” And when the Lord says, “Love,” we better
all acknowledge in our minds “as Christ loves.”
That transforms us. The theme wasn’t “look
around you and see who needs transformed.” The
theme is “you, be ye, transformed.” May God bless
you in those efforts.

2020 Restoration Women’s
Council Brunch
By Jennifer Schrunk
Independence, Missouri

Women’s Council Brunch
T hewasRestoration
held on Saturday, February 1, 2020,

at Buckner Restoration Branch. There were
approximately ninety-five beautiful women in
attendance. Paul Frinsthal was our pastor, and
the theme was “A servant by choice.” Pastor Paul
opened the morning with prayer, and we began
by praising our Heavenly Father through several
songs selected in the hymnal section “Living a
Saintly Life” by Stacy Pyatt, who led our song
service. Throughout the morning, I received
gentle reminders of God’s Love prompting me to
continue to follow Him.
Sheila Schrunk shared in our devotion using
several scriptures about servanthood and
testimonies of her time spent with the Saints
in Nepal, their love of God being exhibited in
their love for others. She shared a testimony
from Francis Harper’s book In the Shadows of
the Himalayas. Her referenced scriptures were
Ephesians 6: 5-8, D & C 117:12, and Joshua 24:1415. My gentle reminder was the importance of
praying for others.

The Vick Sisters (Julie, Melissa, and Christina)
provided the Ministry of Music, and their
harmonization and voices joined together were
gorgeous. It reminded me how when we use
our talents, we are serving others. These ladies
blessed us as they sang these hymns: “What
Fruit Have You Gathered” by Lizzie DeArmond
and “Are You Witnessing For Him?” by Alice M
Batchelder.
Becky Stayton shared
her testimony about
God’s
persistent
promptings in her life
and, most recently,
her journey on how
Kingdom Kids came
to fruition. She began
by holding up a
string between her
hands
representing
the beginning and
end of life. There are
many twists and turns,
and sometimes our
life can become all
crumpled up, as she
demonstrated with the
Becky Stayton
string all crumpled up
in her hands. But she said God has a plan, and we
make choices along the way. She read Jeremiah
29:11. She gave the definition of a Doulos, which
is a voluntary servant who serves their master
out of love, not force or obligation. She presented
a powerpoint with six bullets she elaborated on
and shared her testimony along with. 1.) God is
persistent. 2.) You don’t need to be perfect, just
willing. 3.) The blessings outweigh the struggles.
4.) When we are weak, He is strong. 5.) If you are
so busy and you aren’t loving God and others,
STOP! 6.) Strap on your armor. You’re going to
need it. At the end of her testimony, she asked
if we could sing together “Lord, prepare me to
be a sanctuary” by Scruggs and Thompson. My
gentle reminders were God’s persistence and to
praise Him and love Him at all times.

The Vick Sisters provided the Ministry of Music
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Nancy Eyerly began by
sharing a video you can find
on YouTube by searching
for “World’s Toughest Job.”
The video was of several
interviewees being videotaped
while learning about the job
they were applying for. The
interviewer describes horrible
hours 24/7 and no vacations or
Nancy Eyerly
sick days, along with several
other questionable work ethics. The interviewer
then shares the job these interviewees applied for
was to be a mother. Nancy then shared how she
chose to serve by being a mother of five children.
She shared several stories and testimonies from
her life of raising her children. A poem she shared
written by Marva Montessori titled “The Love
Teachers” was about the value of children and
nurturing their growth. During this time, Nancy
asked if there were women present who would
be willing to share about what their mothers
had taught them. A couple of women shared
about how their mother taught them to “forgive
yourself” and how they were an example of
strong, faithful loving women. Nancy shared a
couple of poems that she has displayed in her
home to remind her of the importance of serving
her children. She ended her time by referencing
the scripture in Mosiah 1: 48-51. My gentle
reminder was that there is power in prayer.
Pastor Paul gave a couple of closing remarks
about choosing to be a servant then closed our
worship time together with prayer. We remained
there to fellowship with our sisters as we enjoyed
a delicious meal that was prepared by the women
from Buckner Restoration Branch. During our
fellowship, we had the opportunity to write
down a prayer concern from our heart on a card
that was placed in a basket. Each woman was
able to randomly draw from the basket and take
with her another sister’s prayer concern to take
to the Lord. Each of the ladies was able to take
with them a small picture of Jesus as they left
that had the scripture Joshua 24:15. It is always a
blessing to spend time with my sisters.
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Reunion Sermon
at Waldo
Restoration
Branch 6/28/19
By Elder Eric Odeida
Nairobi, Kenya
Editor’s Note: To allow more articles to be included
in this issue of the Tidings of Zion, this sermon has
been shortened and modified from its original form.
You can watch/listen to this message in its entirety at
https://livestream.com/WaldoAvenue/events/8732648
or download audio at the Conference of Restoration
Elders website, www.eldersconference.org/2019-Family
-Reunion---CRE.php

reading from D&C 102:10: “Verily I
S cripture
say unto you, It is expedient in me that the
first elders of my church should receive their
endowment from on high, in my house, which I
have commanded to be built unto my name in the
land of Kirtland; and let those commandments
which I have given concerning Zion and her law,
be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption.
There has been a day of calling, but the time
has come for a day of choosing; and let those be
chosen that are worthy; and it shall be manifest
unto my servant, by the voice of the Spirit, those
that are chosen, and they shall be sanctified; and
inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they
receive, they shall have power after many days to
accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.”
My brothers and sisters, I greet you all in the name
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I am here with
my wife, Pamela, and bring you greetings from
your brothers and sisters in Kenya. The above
scripture has never had a greater meaning for
me than it does at this time. I know it’s one we as
Restorationists have read and heard many times,
but let me tell you, the time for choosing—the day
for choosing—is here. We don’t have much time!
I hope that I will allow the Spirit of the Lord to use

me to convey my testimony of where I believe the
covenant church is today, and I pray also that you
will allow the Spirit of the Lord to convey to you
the truthfulness of what I share.
I’m going to read from the book of Joshua, Chaper
14. This is Caleb talking to Joshua, and it reads:
“Forty years old was I when Moses the servant
of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy
out the land; and I brought him word again as it
was in mine heart. Nevertheless my brethren that
went up with me made the heart of the people
melt; but I wholly followed the Lord my God.
And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine
inheritance, and thy children’s for ever, because
thou hast wholly followed the Lord my God. And
now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he
said, these forty and five years, even since the Lord
spake this word unto Moses, while the children of
Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, lo, I
am this day four-score and five years old. As yet
I am as strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me; as my stength was then, even so
is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to
come in. Now therefore give me this mountain…”
Our topic tonight is: “Now, therefore, give me
this mountain.” Today when we hear the name
of Caleb, we think of Caleb and Joshua. We know
that Joshua was an apprentice—an intern—to
Moses and was very intimate with the workings
of God in the life of Israel. However, Caleb was
just one of the ten spies that Moses sent out to
scout the land of Canaan. Yes, he was a leader
from the house of Judah at forty years old, but
still he was an ordinary man like you and I. The
reason he distinguished himself in this scripture
was because of his response—a higher level or
covenant response.
After they had crossed over the Jordan River, Caleb
came to Joshua and gave a powerful statement of
what had gone wrong with the tribes of Israel and
how they had rebelled against God, causing many
to die because of their rebellion. Caleb also told
Joshua that he remembered, “God told me that
the land upon which my feet have trodden will

be my land and my children’s forever.” Then he
turned, pointing and said, “Now therefore, give
me this mountain. This one here.” This was the
place where the soles of his feet had trodden. This
was the place he had come to spy as a forty-yearold man, so he expected this to be his inheritance.
Caleb is now eighty-five, but he has not given up.
He says he is still strong in his faith and belief in
the promise that the Lord made to him when he
was a young man, and that his vision of the land
flowing with milk and honey is still as powerful
as ever. When others had died or given up hope
of an inheritance, Caleb endured—all these years,
he had endured. Now he is in the land and he’s
saying, “Now, therefore, give me this mountain.”
The scriptures tell us that this mountain was the
home of the giants, people of such great stature
that the children of Israel felt like grasshoppers
next to them. Not only was this mountain home of
the giants, it also had great cities with high walls,
great walls that rose up to the skies, and a very
important city on top called Hebron. The Israelites
felt that this mountain, if not subdued, would be a
constant threat to the children of Israel. They did
not want to stay there. They complained to Moses
that the land could not be conquered because of
these giants and that they wanted new leaders that
would take them back to Egypt. Caleb, however,
believed in the Lord’s promise and knew that if
the Lord was with him, then he would be able to
drive them out. He wanted this mountain—this
city of Hebron—and he, along with his family,
were going to claim it as his inheritance.
Brothers and sister, I want you to mark—if
you have a map—the city of Hebron, because
that’s where we are headed today. We are in the
mountains but have not gone up the mountain to
the city of Hebron yet. We have not entered the
city. Why? Because there are giants on the path of
the Church.
There are great cities with walls that are rising up
to the skies, and we are standing there with the
option of approaching the mountain or going by
and ignoring the mountain because of the giants
and high walls. Many Christians, even some
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amongst the body of Saints, will go by the side
and not dare approach the mountain. Do we as
a people have things that are hindering us from
going forward to inherit the best God has for
His people, or are we like Caleb, a soldier who
endured eighty-five years and was singled out
by God because of his faith and his high level of
response when he chose “this mountain” over
any other place? We’ve avoided going for that
mountain for many years because we thought
conditions being put before us were avoidable,
but they are not avoidable.
In Kenya during this past year, the Lord led us
in our programs of binding ourselves with the
covenant by giving us five areas:
The marriage covenant—to learn and do,
Stewardship of the family,
Stewardship of your talent, your treasure,
and your time,
Keeping the Sabbath day holy, and
The Word of Wisdom—not just to learn and
know, but to do.
One of our sisters who is a widow with many
grandchildren has a daughter who has been living
in another town, and she works in a bar and works
the night life. Then she’s able to do shopping and
bring money back home to her mother. This time
around, the mother, who is trying to implement the
program of binding ourselves with the covenant,
said, “I’m not receiving any more benefits from
the night life. No shopping from pub work. I’d
rather go hungry.” She took that painful, difficult
step because that was a mountain—a giant in her
life that had to be overcome. Another man in his
60’s who has had two wives for many, many years
came to a decision about the marriage covenant
and decided that he was going to divorce his
second wife. A painful decision, but a necessary
one if ever he wants to obtain his inheritance. It’s
an unavoidable stage, and many of the Saints in
Kenya are trying with lots of difficulties to take
these steps toward binding themselves with the
covenant.

10 Tidings of Zion

What are things holding you back? What are you
dealing with as an individual? As a family? As a
branch? As a church in the U.S.? What are those
things that you say, “No, we can’t do that. It’s so
difficult for us that we can’t do it.”? This is the
mountain that’s before you. These are the giants
you have to overcome to reach the high, greatwalled cities of the Land of Promise. If you want
to be part of the covenant church, if you are going
for the celestial kingdom, the Lord says, “Zion
cannot be built except by the principles of the
laws of the celestial kingdom. Otherwise, I cannot
accept it unto myself. Not that way. You’ll have
to pass by the way and go for another glory, for
another kingdom.” For celestial—for Zion—those
conditions are not avoidable.
So what is it that you find to be difficult here in
the Center Place? You have to deal with issues
like unity, which has been very elusive to the
body of the church here. Let me read for you
what the Lord says about that in Doctrine &
Covenants, Section 132:3a-b & 4: “I admonish the
church, and particularly those of the priesthood,
the hastening time being upon us there is great
necessity for confidence in the men of the church
chosen for positions of great responsibility, and
all should consecrate of their talents, abilities, and
substance for the prosecution of the great work
intrusted to us. Everywhere the demand for great
activity exists, and for the accomplishment of our
work the great essential is fraternal cooperation
in service to man and devoted consecration to
God and His work.” It’s talking about fraternal
cooperation and great necessity of confidence in
the men of the church chosen for positions of great
responsibility. And who chose them? God. We,
however, are putting that aside and instead are
sitting back and doing our politicking, deciding
who is who and who is not. What will you say
as a defense when you stand before the judgment
bar of God; that you led the Saints away because
of your personal bias, or that you led people to
rebel with you against the position of the eternal
Father? We’d better be very, very careful.
This mountain is what we’re talking about—this
city on the mountain called Hebron. Hebron was

important, and it’s still important for us today
as a stage, and as a step of the covenant church,
because she exists, and that’s where the church
is today. We are standing right there before that
mountain, and on top of the mountain is Hebron.
According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Hebron
was founded by Abraham. When he came into
the land as a stranger, he was looking for a city
without foundation, whose builder and maker was
God. He needed a place to bury his wife Sarah, so
this place and all the land surrounding it was the
first place he owned. It was the beginning—the
gate where Abraham was finally saying, “Mine
inheritance begins here by the faith in God. I am
owning this piece of land from here now on.”
That’s not a small thing. It’s a new beginning, the
beginning of ownership of our inheritance in the
place that we are going to live with Christ Jesus.
Hebron, on that mountain, is a place we have to go
to because that’s where we begin truly speaking
about Zion in tangible form.
At Hebron is where we have the tomb of the
Patriarchs—where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
were buried. It’s also where Sarah, Rebekah, and
Leah were buried. This tomb makes a statement
because that’s where the flesh ends and where the
spiritual life begins for them. Let me read from
Galations 4:28, “Now we, brethren, as Isaac was,
are the children of promise. But as then he that was
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born
after the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless
what saith the scripture: Cast out the bondwoman
and her son; for the son of the bondwoman shall
not be heir with the son of the free woman. So then,
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman,
but of the free.”
There are two parts here: the bondwoman—
the physical, the one that Abraham got after his
own flesh, and the spiritual—the one that he got
from Christ Jesus. Our promise, the physical has
to die, has to be left at Hebron, and a new life
of the spirit begin. That’s where you consecrate
everything and you die to self. That’s where you
finally sanctify yourself, because everything from
there on is for Christ Jesus. It’s a new life, and only
those who’ll be able to go through that—through

overcoming the giants—can be able to crucify the
body, the flesh, and rise to a new beginning of the
spirit. From that time on, we are a new people.
We’ve overcome the mountain, and now we can
go claim the city, the New Jerusalem.
This mountain is very important and very
significant. It is a mountain of transformation.
When we die to self, then we can move into the
promised land as free people, not slaves. For
some, our employments have enslaved us. The
needs for this life have enslaved us. The quest for
money and wealth, popularity and power, have
enslaved our minds. What are you dealing with
as a person? If these things be found in us, then
they are things we must be able to bring to this
mountain and destroy here before we can go to
our inheritance.
This mountain, this city of Hebron, is where we
will be able to continually learn and experience
the new life of spiritual economy and spiritual
politics. It’s a place where the needs of the flesh
mean less and less and where we can trust more
and have more faith in God. We either chose to
stand aside and say it’s too difficult, or we go up
and win and start living that preparatory period
before Jesus comes, which is our Zion. It’s our
chance and our opportunity to inherit the highest
glory and dwell with Christ Jesus for a thousand
years. We have to grab hold of it! Like Caleb says,
“We can manage it. Let’s go at once and get it for
ourselves.”
Caleb also instructs us, “…rebel not ye against the
Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for
they are bread for us; their defense is departed
from them, and the Lord is with us; fear them
not.” Fear is the one thing that is crippling the
body of the Saints in this land, because you had
a painful experience, I know. You went through
a tough period, and you lost a lot. Some people
probably lost a lifetime of savings and investment
in the church, but you can’t continue mourning
forever. You must allow yourself to trust again, to
love again freely. Can you imagine a widow that
mourns forever and ever, endlessly wasting life?
You can’t even be a joy to your children. This must
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cease, brethren. If this is the mountain, we must
be able to bring it to the altar, make an offering of
it, and overcome it in order to trust again.

our efforts together, because our Heavenly Father
expects that of us. It is commanded of us to do
that if we are to be a covenant people.

Some say that fear is an acronym for “forget
everything and run,” but it can mean, “face
everything and rise,” depending on how you
want to see it. Sometimes we’ve been in this fear
mode for so long that we’ve felt comforted with it
and we’d rather things just stay the way they are.
But my brothers and sisters, even the ships are
safer in the harbor, but the ships were not made
for the harbor. They were made for the high seas.
We must get out of this mode of fear. It is crippling
us and making it impossible for us to love freely
and to forgive freely. It’s sad that forgiveness is
also a giant in the midst of the Saints here. We
don’t trust; we don’t forgive. But scripture tells
us to sue for peace, to raise an emblem for peace,
to call for peace. When are we going to do this?
We have fought so much that now we’re fighting
amongst our own selves, and we must deal with
this giant if we ever want to get to the inheritance
that’s before us.

The church has done a lot of good things and a
great work in bringing forth the light of the Gospel
into the dark continent of Africa and other places
around the world. That is why I’m convinced the
church is so very close to getting to the city that’s
promised. There is just one step remaining, and
we don’t have much time. We have got to love one
another so dearly, to trust one another so much,
and be a part of one another so that the covenant
is real between us. It is doable. Just one step, just
one person, just one family making a dedicated
move will bring the change.

Caleb is reported to have said, “I wholly follow
the Lord,” six times between Numbers 13, 14, and
Joshua 14. He wholly followed the Lord, and that’s
what’s being prescribed for us here. To wholly
follow the Lord simply means commitment. To
commit ourselves to the Lord Jesus, that we’ll be
able to walk where He walks, that we’ll be able to
follow wherever He goes. And if it’s a mountain,
which it is, we have to go. If there’s a giant we
have to fight and He leads us, we have to go. Zion
will come, but it requires commitment, dedication,
and giving of your own self fully. It’s a cause to
invest in—thoroughly, wholly, totally.
Brothers and sisters, we have to work together!
It is so important. When we work with one
another, things happen. Friendships develop,
bonds develop, good things start happening.
We start knowing and appreciating each other
and overlooking our weaknesses because we
are working together. We learn to appreciate the
qualities and strengths in each and every one of
us. We must be able to bring our full resources and

12 Tidings of Zion

As this reunion ends and I leave here to go back
to Kenya, what message are you giving me to take
back? What are you sending me with? That the
marriages here are excellent? That you’re all welltithed? That your families are under the covenant
and the stewardship of the laws of the church?
That the word of wisdom is being practiced in
your homes? That the Sabbath day is a law that
is practiced and lived in the church at the Center
Place—the land of Zion? Is that the message? That
the women know very well that they’re loved by
their husbands, according to the love that will
be experienced in the Kingdom of God? That
the men know very well that they’re respected
openly, in word and deed, by their wives, before
their children and before the world? Is that what’s
going on here? That the children know their
grandmothers and their grandfathers as a part of
their family and love them and help them? That
everybody’s honoring their mother and their
father in the Center Place? Is that the message
you’re giving me? I want a message to take back
to Kenya.
Brothers and sisters, the time of choosing is today!
The Lord made it clearly known to me, and I
have four powerful testimonies that we are at
Hebron. We are near the mountain, and we must
go forward and take it. Be not afraid, and be not
rebellious against our God. God bless you.

Report of the Kenya
Women’s Retreat
September 2019
By Favour Dayo
Lagos, Nigeria

I

thank God for a successful women’s retreat
and God’s mighty presence. It was a Spiritfilled program, power-packed revival, and a lifetransforming experience. I learned a lot, and I had
a different encounter. I now have a clearer and
better understanding about some of the scriptures,
especially the book of Mormon. I beheld wondrous
things out of God’s word. I thank God I was a
partaker of that program. Believe me, I’m a changed
person now. I have started implementing all of what
I learned, at home and also at the church, to the glory
of God’s name.
Thank you all for making it possible for me to be
there. Thank you all for the contributions and
sacrifice in making the program successful. I’m
really appreciative. God bless you all.
I desire the Nigerian women, also, to have this same
life-transforming experience. We would love to
have this team of missionaries who were sent to the
Kenya Women’s Retreat to attend the 2021 Nigeria
Women’s Retreat, to come teach our women the
Book of Mormon and Church doctrine, or any other
team that can teach like them. We will have more
time to learn at the retreat and also to ask bothering
questions, please, for better understanding.
As an example, Elder Doug’s circle of faith made the
topic clearer and more understandable. Alma 16:149,
“Now as I said concerning faith—that it was not a perfect

knowledge, even so it is with my words.” And Alma
16:145-146, “And now, he imparteth his word by angels,
unto men; yea, not only men, but women also. Now this
is not all: little children do have words given unto them
many times, which confound the wise and the learned.”
These passages made me understand much about
faith and vow. I asked him a question about vow
and faith, which he clearly answered, and also his
teaching about marriage revived a lot of marriages.
Sister Rhonda teaching about prayer made me
change my prayer pattern. I now know that our life
depends on prayers and we must pray according to
the will of God by keeping the commandments of
God. Before now, I would pray by telling God what
I wanted without asking if it is His will.
Sister Woolery taught about speaking the word of
Christ, which made me to understand that all our
words should be leading to Christ and also what we
eat. I have also been reading Jacob 2:36 without full
understanding: “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and
hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any
man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines
he shall have none: For I, the Lord God, delighteth in the
chastity of women.” But after her class, I now know
better.
Sister Judy taught about the Holy Spirit, which
taught me to forgive my husband and love him even
more. I was having grudges against Dayo. Also, how
to teach my children so their understanding would
be better in having faith in God. I have started using
the methods I learned.
Elder Eric Woolery’s class on reconciliation
encouraged me to make some adjustments in my
relationships with some people who have offended
me in the past, and also for me to be mindful of my
temper and run away from corrupt communications.
I must say it was a remarkable experience. Thank
you for your support, and please look into sending
a mission to our Nigeria Women’s Retreat in 2021.
Thanks again, and God bless you all.
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My Missionary
Trip to Kenya

By Elder Shaun Turner
Independence, Missouri
October, I was presented with an
L astopportunity
to serve in the mission field in

Kenya and Uganda. It was my first time going to
the African continent. I felt a lot of excitement and
anxiety in anticipation of such a trip. It was exciting
going to meet new people of a completely different
culture, and but it was also stressful. How was I
going to minister to God’s people who the Lord
was sending me to provide for in His stead? I had
not lived amongst them; I did not know what they
struggle with or even what the proper etiquette
was for greeting them. These are just some of the
things that worried me prior to my arrival.
We arrived late Friday evening in Nairobi. After
gathering our bags, we walked out of the terminal
and were greeted by Eric Odida and James Yogo.
They were all smiles and hugs. It was like being
reunited with family. Due to the late hour, we
drove about thirty minutes to Eric’s son’s flat. Dean
was a generous host and provided good beds, a
wonderful breakfast, and great fellowship.
I had the pleasure of meeting
a young lady by the name of
Emily. She was a recipient of
the monies that ARM sends
over to support the education
of the youth. The success that
she has experienced is due to
a lot of hard work on her part
and the opportunities that
God provided her through
His people. She is one of
three female engineers at
the electric company in the
Nairobi area. There is just too
much to share about Emily
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and how God has blessed her life as a member of
the living church of Jesus Christ.
It took us nearly eight hours to drive to Kisumu in
the Missionary Wagon. Fortunately, the drive was a
good way to catch up on much-needed sleep from
the twenty-seven-hour flight we endured. There
was a lot of beautiful scenery, and the sunsets in
that region are gorgeous.
Once we arrived at Eric and Pam Odida’s home, we
had just enough time to get our bags in the door,
pray, eat, and fellowship a little before retiring
for the evening. The next morning, Brian and Eric
dropped Pam and I off at the Kisumu branch, and
they were off to a baptism. All I had to do was teach
a class and preach the sermon. Out of the frying
pan and into the fire.
The time I had with the members of the Kisumu
branch was a great blessing. I was very nervous, but
the people were gracious, and the Lord provided
me the reassurance I needed to deliver the message
of love and encouragement. I cannot wait to see
them again in three weeks. I hope the Lord was
able to use me to minister to them in the same way
He used them to minister to me. There is a humility
that is present in the true love of Christ that you
can see within their countenances.
On Monday, following our arrival, we travelled to
Mbale, Uganda. We met up with Simon Maraka,
hired some botas (motorcycle taxis), and began
our assent up a mountain to Bumageni, Simon’s
village. The people of that village welcomed us

into their homes and into their lives. We prayed,
administered, taught, ate, and fellowshipped with
them. The Holy Spirit united us together, and the
same Spirit that attends each of us, whether in the
United States or in Africa, was present. In each
of those moments, we were brothers and sisters
experiencing the Kingdom in our midst.
A spiritual turning point happened within me
when Simon shared his testimony of his daughter,
Roda. Many years ago, Simon had a daughter who
had sever medical issues. The time came when her
disease overcame her. During this time, she was
taken to the hospital and had to undergo many
treatments and blood transfusions. The path was
very trying on her body and difficult for everyone.
As weeks went by, Roda became more and more
weakened by her sickness.
The time came when Roda decided she wanted to
go home. She’d had enough. Her father told her
that if she went home, she would die. She told him
she knew where she was going and that she wanted
to be with Heavenly Father. She asked her father
for two things: one, she set a goal to read the Book
of Mormon from beginning to end, but she only
got so far and needed her dad to read the rest of it
to her. As any father would do anything for their
dying child, he agreed, even though he had not
accepted the Book of Mormon as the Word of God.
Her second request was that when the fullness of
the gospel got ahold of him, DON’T LET IT GO!
Time went by, and Simon read the Book of Mormon
to his daughter. She grew sicker, and one day as
she was talking with her father, she saw several
people in white surrounding her in her room. She
asked her dad to provide them chairs, but he could

not see what she was seeing. Roda petitioned her
Lord to open Simon’s eyes, and he witnessed the
presence of the Heavenly Host. Roda went home
to the Lord.
Through this experience of losing his seventeenyear-old daughter, Simon embraced the fullness of
the Gospel and is the National Presiding Elder of
Uganda.
After a heartfelt goodbye to the people in Uganda,
we were on our way back to Kisumu. There was
still some work we needed to wrap up before we
returned home. One of the villages we brought
ministry to was called Siana. We were more than an
hour late, but the people had waited and received us
with joy. The Lord truly blessed our efforts and the
faith of those people. After leaving and returning
home, eight souls were baptized and added to the
Book of Life.
I could write ten more pages on how the Lord
blessed Brian Mundy and I on our mission trip in
Kenya and Uganda, but that would not begin to
scratch the surface of all of the blessings the Lord
poured out to those people and to each of us. The
only thing I can do is share a portion so that you,
the reader, are encouraged to share your testimony
to any person who will hear it. He has not provided
us with blessings and miracles for us alone. Those
experiences are spiritual candy to entice and
provide hope to a lost and dark world. Remember
the sons of Mosiah. They were so convicted by the
fact that they led people to destruction that they
were willing to go to their mortal enemies and
testify of our Savior, Jesus Christ. How much more
should we feel that same conviction, living in the
last days?
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A Missionary Trip
to Uganda
Elder Caleb Dimire
Ahero, Kenya

I

t was on October 15, 2019, when my brother
in Christ, Elder Eric Odida, phoned and
asked me if I could travel with two missionaries
named Elder Brian Mundy and Elder Shaun
Turner for missionary work. My response was
positive. Before we left, Eric asked me if I had
a yellow fever certificate, which I did not. Eric
was worried because without it, the immigration
could not allow me to enter Uganda. I told him
that since I was going to work for the Lord, He
would not disappoint me. I had a lot of faith that
we were going to enter Uganda.

The doctor who attended him was his namesake,
Brian, and Brother Brian shared with him about
the Restored Gospel.
On the third day, we traveled to Nauyo Branch
and found Brother Brian and the Saints waiting
for us. Brian did not come back to Bumagoni.
He spent the night at Mbale for the doctor to
check him again. We taught various classes
in the branch, and the Saints were very much
blessed. The Spirit was still with us as a team.
Later in the evening, we traveled to visit Silvans
and found him unwell with his wife. We prayed
for him and his family and were so blessed and
happy. We then proceeded to Mama Zita’s home
in Bumagoni branch. When we reached her
home, she welcomed us with a lot of love. We
fellowshipped with her about the love of Jesus
Christ before we rested that evening.

We left Eric’s house and headed to the boundary.
When we arrived, I produced my passport to the
officer in charge. He immediately stamped it and
handed it back to me without any question. That
was the Lord’s work. We reached Simon’s home
that evening and received a warm welcome from
him, his wife Sarah, and the family. What amazed
me for my first time was that when the family
greeted us they were kneeling down. We shared
the evening meal with them and fellowshipped
with them before resting.

The fourth and final day was very busy because
we had some programs before us. Brother
Brian joined us with our priesthood hosts—
namely Simon, Sam, Tedeo, and Roggers—to a
missionary outreach at Busiu. When we arrived,
we found people waiting for us because he was
Tedeo’s cousin. The same Spirit worked with us
as a team because we could still fellowship on
the same topics for the Restored Gospel. The
brothers and sisters there were so blessed and
wanted us to stay longer, but we promised to
come back if God allowed because we were due
to travel back to Kenya that day.

On the second day, we visited the Bumagoni
branch, though it was raining. On our way to the
branch, we were still amazed because the children
would come to us and kneel down while greeting
us. In the church, the Spirit worked with us as a
team because we could teach classes of similar
topics which we had never discussed before. The
Saints asked questions, and they were so blessed
with the teachings. Brother Brian started feeling
unwell with Brother Tedeo later in the day. They
went to be attended by the doctor at Mbale Town.

Ultimately, I thank the Lord for allowing me to
join our brothers from the USA who dedicated
their time to go and spread the Restored Gospel.
May God bless them in their endeavors. I also
thank our priesthood members from Uganda
who were our hosts for the hospitality and love
we saw. May God bless them. The seed which has
been sown in Uganda needs a lot of nourishing,
and it is my prayer that the Lord will open ways
to send more of the Gospel to Uganda, for the
field is large but the workers are few. God Bless.
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East Africa
Mission
By Ron Herren
Salem, Oregon

18, 2018, Elder Brian Herren, Priest
O nJimOctober
Clark, Teacher Kevin Herren, Brother
Travis Clark and I, from the Salem, Oregon,
Restoration Branch, embarked upon a service trip
to Kenya and Uganda. This was to be a somewhat
different missionary effort than many others.

We flew into Nairobi, Kenya, where we were met
by James Yogo and Dean Odida. We were taken to
the home of Brother Dean where we spent the next
day and a half. Dean provided us with housing
and delicious meals.
On Sunday we were blessed to be able to worship
with the Nairobi Saints at the Jakaranda Branch.
The accommodations were humble but the Spirit
strong as God poured out His blessings in great
measure as Brian delivered the sermon.
Preparation for this trip began months before
our actual departure. As a group, we fasted and
prayed and met each Sunday evening after our
Doctrine and Covenants class. We broke bread
together and prayed for many aspects of the trip,
but most importantly, we prayed that we would
recognize and do God’s will and not our own.
The trip to Uganda was evidence that God had
different plans than our own. We thought we would
spend the first part of the trip in Kisumu, Kenya, to
assist in the building of their church headquarters.
However, due to the permit processes and other
unforeseen issues, construction there had not
yet begun. We were sent to Uganda instead, to
assist the Saints in Bumageni in building a church
as their current structure was no longer safe or
suitable for meetings.

Brother Eric Odida accompanied us on our drive
through the Great Rift Valley to the border of
Uganda. When we arrived at the border, we found
it to be closed for the evening and not to reopen
until the next morning. This required us to spend
the night in a local roadhouse. On this trip, we
realized God’s blessings every single day in a
variety of ways. Finding a guest house with six
rooms available was one such blessing.
We woke the next morning well-rested, and after
a breakfast of mandazi and tea, we headed for the
border. Since the taxis or matatus don’t cross the
border, we entered Uganda on foot. With Eric’s
great assistance, we found a Ugandan matatu to
take us to Bumageni. As we traveled through the
countryside, we were taken by the pure beauty of
Uganda. Rolling hills covered in lush vegetation
was a comforting sight.
The trip to Bumageni was an adventure in and of
itself. We traveled on what passes for roads as far
as we could, and then we climbed aboard Honda
125cc motorcycles—people, luggage, and all—and
were taken through the jungle to a village where
we were welcomed at the home of Elder Simon
and his family, Priest Sam, and Elder Tadeo, Sam’s
father.
We worshiped and ate dinner at Simon’s home that
evening and were then assigned in pairs to homes
of the Saints where we spent the next couple of
days. Every morning we met at Simon’s house
for breakfast and worship before beginning the
day’s labor of building a suitable place of worship
for the Saints. The old church was condemned
and new building barely started. It was such a
thrill and honor to work shoulder to shoulder
with men who have faced such adversity in their
lives. The act of building was a challenge as they
do not have the resources common to us in the
United States. Sand, rock, and bags of cement had
to be brought long distances through the jungle
and mixed by hand on the ground. These men
labored arduously without complaint. The village
women transported water for the “mortar” by
using five-gallon jeep cans, making several trips a
day carrying the cans—over 40 lbs. each—on their
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heads. The water source was about one mile away
from the building site.
We were blessed each day that we labored with
these men and women. The countenance of these
beautiful people who live humbly and face daily
hardships was truly amazing. Joy and love shone
from each and every face. We were blessed with
good weather, often times having a gentle breeze
blowing. This was welcoming and made it far
more comfortable for us Mzungu—white people.
The villagers had made and stockpiled several
thousand bricks to be used in this construction
project prior to our arrival. Each day that we
labored, we were joined by the village ladies. They
would bring the children to watch the building
activities and to watch us.
The children, another blessing to us all, were
amazing. They were happy, beautiful, and joyful.
At one point, we were moving bricks from the
stockpile to the building site. Without being
asked, these small children began carrying bricks,
as many as their tiny hands, bodies, and heads
could carry. They kept it up for several hours each
day and were happy just to help. The ladies also
prepared a delicious lunch each day.
When we arrived, Brian challenged the village
children to footraces. They raced until Brian was
exhausted. Later he introduced them to the game
of “tug of war.” This was something they had never
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heard of. It was delightful to watch them trying to
master the game. Each afternoon, near the end of
the workday, the children would gather, waiting
for the treats Brothers Jim and Travis brought
for them from Salem. Jim and Travis gave them
candy, bracelets, finger lights, and other trinkets
that the children cherished.
Each evening we returned to Simon’s home for a
meal, worship, and fellowship. After several days
of construction, the building was ready for the roof
to be placed and the floor finished. This work was
physically demanding, but the Lord strengthened
us all. The next day, we departed Uganda, leaving
a piece of each of our hearts with the Saints in
Bumageni, and headed to Kisumu, Kenya. We
stayed with Eric and Pam Odida until we left
Africa. They were very gracious hosts, providing
us with wonderful meals, beds, modern facilities,
and safety. We are eternally grateful to them.
In Kisumu, since there was no physical labor for
us, we were able to visit different branches and
many homes of the Saints. One evening Brother
Eric informed Brian that there was a need for
ministry in Sori Bay. This meant our group was to
be split up for a few days. I think we all wanted
to stay together, so we prayed over this. It became
apparent that Brian and Jim should travel to Sori
Bay. Brother Eli Okecha, Brian, and Jim traveled
several hours over very rough terrain to get there,
where they were received with great anticipation
and felt very welcomed over the next three days

and two nights. They received blessing upon
blessing while there. We were happy that we
recognized and did God’s will and not our own.
While in Kisumu, Brian and Eric taught classes at
a young men’s retreat. The classes were aimed at
improving family values and trying to put away
some old traditions. Blessings were poured out on
everyone in attendance.
I would be remiss if I failed to mention the great
service of our Brother Eli. He is truly a workhorse.
Eli drove us daily, from early in the morning until
late at night, as we visited the homes of the Saints.
In addition, he translated tirelessly all day at
every class and at each of the homes we visited.
We never heard a murmur or complaint. Eli was
truly a blessing to us, and I know God is pleased
with his service.
Also, Elder James Yogo was there day in and
day out while looking after his family business.
James’s brother had recently passed away, which
meant he had numerous family obligations and
arrangements to make, yet he diligently served.
One day we told him he should take care of his
family needs, and he replied, “After God’s work!”
He was a tremendous help and inspiration to us
all.
On one particular visit, Kevin, Travis, and I were
at the home of Sister Hulda Simba. As soon as we
arrived, we all felt the Spirit in great measure.
As we were visiting, Sister Hulda looked at me
and said, “You have a testimony for me.” This
was completely unexpected and out of the blue,
but I did have a testimony and was happy to
share it. This is a testimony I have shared many
times, but on this
occasion, I was
so filled with the
Spirit and was
enlightened and
inspired to relate
it
differently.
I will always
cherish
the
insight the Lord
provided me on

that day. As I mentioned,
we all felt a strong Spirit
there. We were welcomed
by several children singing
beautiful hymns. Because
there were many children,
it was decided that Kevin
would teach the adults
and Travis would teach
the children. At the end of
the visit, both Kevin and
Travis were so excited to
tell how God had inspired
them over the past several
hours. At one point during
Kevin’s speaking, a young
man passing by on the road
entered Hulda’s home,
saying that he felt led to
enter this home to hear the
word of God. What an amazing day.
On our last day in Africa, November 4, we once
again had the pleasure of worshiping with
the Saints at Jakaranda. Priest Jim Clark gave
an inspiring sermon, and we partook of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with our brothers
and sisters. It seemed a fitting way to end our
efforts in Africa. Later that evening, Eric and Dean
Odida drove us to the airport as we prepared for
our return home. It was bittersweet leaving our
brothers and sisters in Africa. So much work is
being accomplished there, and there is so much yet
to do. I am reminded of Doctrine and Covenants
32:2c: “Yea, verily, verily I say unto you, that the
field is already to harvest; wherefore, thrust in
your sickle, and reap with all your might, mind,
and strength.”
During the short time in Africa, I grew to love
these men, women, and children so much that my
heart aches that I couldn’t do more. I feel that I
left a part of me behind; my heart belongs to the
ones in Kenya and Uganda. I thank God for His
blessings and His tender mercies. I pray for our
brothers and sisters in Kenya and Uganda, that
God will continue to watch over them and will
continue to pour His blessings upon them. I pray
that the Lord was pleased with our efforts.
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East Africa
Mission
2018
By Teacher Kevin Herren
Salem, Oregon
October of 2018, I was blessed to be able to
ILord.ntravel
to Kenya and Uganda in service to the
The intended purpose of the trip was to work

side by side physically with our African brothers
and sisters. In Uganda, there was an opportunity
to help with the building of a permanent structure
for the Saints to meet in. The structure had been an
answer to many prayers, and its manifestation was
nothing short of miraculous. Several of us here in
the States have had it heavy on our hearts to serve
a mission of service and labor.
Brian Herren sent word to Eric Odida that there
was a small group of men who were desirous and
preparing to come and help in some sort of labor if
there was any need. Unbeknownst to us, at the same
time, there were Saints in the village of Bumageni
in Uganda who had a great need for a structure
to be built. The mud building where they were
meeting was beginning to cave in on itself and was
deemed by the local authorities as unfit to meet in.
The group of Saints was given a time by which they
would be forced to abandon their church building
for safety. The brethren began to faithfully pray for
a solution as means were very scarce, and it would
be by the hand of God if they were to accomplish
the task at hand. God is always faithful!
Eric Odida spoke with the presiding elder in
Bumagini, Simon, and informed him of our group
of men from the U.S. who had it placed on our
hearts to come labor and who could assist in the
burden of the cost of such need. Simon and the
others praised God for the answer to their prayers.
These two groups, both seeking God’s will, were
brought together in the perfect timing of the
Lord to accomplish a task which only God could
accomplish.
We spent nearly a week in Uganda with the local
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Saints. We slept in their homes and ate with them,
prayed with them, played with their kids, and
labored shoulder to shoulder with our brothers
and sisters. It was a glorious experience! God truly
blessed us in so many ways. I found the scenery
of Uganda exceedingly beautiful. The sunrises and
sunsets through the banana trees are breathtaking,
second in beauty only to the love and faith
demonstrated by the Saints in Bumagini. It would
take many pages to bear all the testimonies from
Uganda I received and witnessed in those several
days. My testimony is this: God is at work in
glorious and marvelous ways in Uganda. The faith
of the Saints in Uganda is unlike what I have seen
in the States.
When our time was completed in Uganda, we
traveled by matatu to Kisumu, Kenya, where we
stayed in the home of Eric and Pam Odida. For the
sake of transportation and greater ministry, our
group was divided into two teams. Elder Brian
Herren and Priest Jim Clark ministered together
as one team, and myself (Teacher Kevin Herren),
Travis Clark, and my father, Ron Herren, ministered
together as the other team. Each morning we rose
with prayer for the day, for the needs and for the
ministry. We ate breakfast and were sent out on
our assignments for the day. Each team was driven
by a local minister who also labored tirelessly in
translation and interpretation. I, again, cannot even
begin to share all the ways in which God moved in
power and glory as we ministered in Kenya.
We had the opportunity to visit the home of a
very, very faithful woman named Hulda Simba
who opened her home to us that we might bring
the word of God. After some singing and prayer, I
began to open the scriptures and teach as the Spirit
directed. I am, of myself, not gifted in teaching,
but the Lord took over, and truths were delivered
in power. Among other things, I felt prompted to

teach the true and living Church, the only Church
with the authority of God. I was taken aback by
this because of the testimony and faith which has
been demonstrated by Sister Hulda, who converted
her whole village to the restoration after the word
was brought to her. As I was teaching, there was a
young man who walked in and sat down to hear.
I taught for nearly two and a half hours. After I
was done, the man shared his testimony of how
he was walking down the road and he felt God
instruct him to enter that home to hear men of God
teaching the true word. He obeyed, and when he
shared, he told us that he had many questions in
his heart which he had not shared with any man,
yet the very things I spoke answered his silent
questions upon his heart. God is working in this
young man’s life, and I was reminded of how God
is a God who is interested in every individual and
is aware of our thoughts and troubles on the heart.
Many other miraculous things happened that day
which can be shared by my father and my cousin
Travis Clark. That day was tremendously blessed
by the hand of God, and those who were there will
not soon forget the way God moved upon us.
One other experience I feel to share is a time when
Travis, my dad, and I were sent to Ahero, about
thirty minutes outside of Kisumu. We were sent to
meet a sister in her home and were told that she
might have neighbors join her. When we arrived,
we were met by the woman of the house and a
few neighbors whom she had called to come hear
the missionaries from America. One of the women
who joined us was in a meeting for the church she
currently belonged to. The woman of the house went

and pulled her neighbor out of the meeting to come
hear the missionaries. Our team was accompanied
on this assignment by Elder James Yogo and Elder
Mishael Onyiego, who proved themselves to be a
tremendous help both in translating and teaching.
As the day went by, we taught the authority of the
restoration of God’s Church. The neighbors who
came to hear began to ask questions and were very
interested in such things as baptism and authority
and the ordinances. We were all able to help weigh
in with scriptures and prayers and testimony, all
working together for the benefit of the work of God.
As the woman who was pulled from her church
meeting listened, she began to see truths emerge
and became inquisitive. As she sought for answers
for, “How do I know this is the true church?” I was
moved upon to share from John 10 of the Good
Shepherd and His motivation. I was prompted to
bare my personal testimony. I shared how Jesus
was motivated to become the least of men because
He loves God and loves His children with a deep
and abiding love. I was able to share my love for
my heavenly Father and my love for His children. I
shared that we had come not as hirelings, but we had
come as brothers, filled with love. We are motivated
by the same motivation as was Jesus Christ.
After baring my testimony and sharing what the
Spirit placed upon my heart, there was silence for
the space of a few minutes. The young lady looked
me directly in my eyes and said, “I am convinced.”
I thought my heart would leap from my chest!
I fought the temptation to jump up and clap my
hands, although it would have been welcomed,
I’m sure. I again testify that God is working in
glorious ways in East Africa, and I’m convinced He
is working in every corner of the globe.
I am grateful to God for the many, many ways in
which we were blessed on this trip, both physically
with health and strength as well as spiritually
in our teaching and preaching and bearing of
testimony. This was only my second time in Africa,
but each time, I have returned home with just a
little less of my heart. There is a part of my love
which will always remain with my brothers and
sisters in Kenya and Uganda whom I love so much!
I am already looking forward to and praying for
another opportunity to serve in Africa. If ever I
have had a taste of Zion, it has been in East Africa.
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Kirtland Priesthood Retreat/
Women’s Fall Retreat
Testimonies
Transcribed and edited from the Pastors of Zion
testimony service - September 29, 2019, at Waldo
Restoration Branch. To watch/listen to the service go to:
https://livestream.com/WaldoAvenue/events/8839470

Kirtland Priesthood Retreat
Patriarch Mike Ballantyne
I haven’t been to Kirtland for
three or four years because
of old age and many other
things. I had received some
instruction from the Lord back
in June, and He reminded me
of some things that would be
taking place at the Temple
someday. Let me share just a
little bit of it with you. This is
a portion of a message on June 11, 2019.
Now it is time to reveal an even greater ministry. For
many years, my Saints have looked forward to some
extraordinary things to transpire, even my act, my
strange act. So, I will reveal to you a portion of this
great initiative. Before long, you will see a change in
the lives of certain of my priesthood for I am about to
reveal myself to some and direct them unto an area of
greater service. I will host a group of chosen men in my
temple and endow them with my power of love. They
will reveal and return to their homes and congregations,
ready to reach out in ways not yet realized. For as many
as believe on my name and obey my counsel shall be
given power from on high to work many miracles in
my name. Whereas now blessings are received at their
hands during the administration of various ordinances,
the time approaches when they will speak with such
power that the people will know that they are endowed.
They will enlarge the understanding of my Saints, and
there will be miraculous healings and other gifts of
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great beauty. Yet this exhibition of my love will bring a
persecution of great measure upon all that believe.
I will not go on. Beloved, I chose then go get
ready for Kirtland and go. I don’t know if that
invitation to Kirtland was this year or other
times, whenever He chooses, and I suspect that
those that do receive an endowment at Kirtland
at His invitation will not know it at the time.
But as they continue their ministry to the Saints,
it will become evident to the Saints themselves,
and that endowment will magnify the ministries
given. I have no idea when this will take place,
or if it perhaps already has, but I was convinced
during the Sunday morning service when Brother
Howard led us in a commitment service, while I
listened carefully to every testimony and every
commitment made that morning, that it’s very
possible that several, if not many, committed their
lives in such a way that the Lord could endow and
empower. I suspect there are probably eight or ten
men in this room now that were there, and only
the Lord knows whether they are endowed or not.
But I suspect that if not now or this past month, it
can’t be much longer before He does.
We look at the world around us, beloved, and
we see the agonies that are upon us. But this is
only the beginning of His power. We will see the
miracles performed and the great endowing Spirit
that causes us to rejoice in our souls as we consider
His power among us. We are challenged, beloved,
not just to do good but to be prepared to meet our
Savior. I trust that these things can encourage us
to give our all. I know the love of a mother for
her children, which is called unconditional love.
Every soul must love with unconditional love.
Mothers give their all for their whole lives for their
children. I fear that I am not there. I still get angry
when somebody cuts me off in traffic or when
someone comes up behind me, tailgating me. Then
I remember…the Lord never got angry when He
saw those who didn’t understand. He prayed for
them. I’m determined to do the same. We are all
invited to love each other unconditionally. I have
great assurance in my soul that the endowment
is coming quickly. The question then is, are
we individually prepared to participate in His
Kingdom? May the Lord bless us is my prayer.

Elder Jack Hagensen

imagine would happen.

I believe there is a tremendous
experience
beginning
to
swell within the Church, the
Holy Spirit. The reunion this
year was just an outstanding
experience.
The
classes,
the
preaching
services…
everything was very uplifting.
It was really a preparation for
those of us who were able to go to Kirtland this
year. We talked a great deal at Kirtland about
the question: are we an organism or are we an
organization? There are a lot of groups that are
organizing or have organizations, but are we
really an organism? Are we really a living church?
I’m convinced that we are. I’m convinced that the
Church is alive. I’m convinced that there is a lot
more that is going to transpire that will be beyond
anything we have imagined.

I had the privilege of being one of the group
leaders in our class that Richard led about the
Living Church. There were about ten to twelve
men and priesthood that were there in my group,
and to hear the desires of their heart about how
they wanted to become a part of the Living Church
and what the Living Church really touched me.
Of course, that carried over into the service at
the Temple itself. There was a pollination there.
We were gathered together; we were brought
together as one in that Temple. Both for the
Sacrament service and for the dedication service.

I want to share a testimony and liken it to what
is happening at Kirtland and other places. I have
heard of a farmer who would always win the
county prize for having the best corn. He would
win year after year after year. They asked him,
“How come you keep winning?” He said, “It was
not because of me so much, but because I give
my seed to my neighbors.” You see, pollination is
so important in the farming industry, particularly
with corn, because pollen goes from one field to
another. This farmer knew that if there was a field
next door to him which had bad pollen, his corn
would not be very good. So, he actually gave seed
away to the neighbors so their corn would be rich
as well as his.
That’s the way I feel about what’s happening in
the Church. There is pollination going on. The
Church is becoming alive as I haven’t seen it in
years. I mean that. I was so touched by the number
of young men that were at the Kirtland Temple. It
was very touching, and to hear their testimonies
and the desires of their heart lifted my spirit. For
those of us who are older than twenty-one, we
want so much for the next generation to carry
on the work in an even greater way than we can

I know the desire of my heart, and I feel you
have the same desire. God desires to have an
intimate relationship with each one of us. Just as
we experienced in the Kirtland Temple, you will
experience that more and more, and I say that
by the Spirit. You will experience that more and
more in your local branches because the Lord is
pollinating His Church. He is lifting it up. It is
truly a living organism because the organism is
Jesus Christ, and the Church is now beginning to
reflect His countenance as the Book of Mormon
talks about.
I just want to bear testimony to you, brothers and
sisters, that there is still yet more light and truth
that’s going to break forth from His word in the
Kirtland Temple. The Center Place is beginning to
be enlightened more and more. I know of thirteen
families that have gathered in this summer or are
gathering in. The gathering is taking place. God is
moving. He’s alive, and the Church is beginning
to blossom.

Elder Brian Mundy
I was very blessed on the trip
to Kirtland this year. I want
to hit a few high points that
really touched me. I’m not
even going to mention names
because there were multiple
messages shared and, ultim-
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ately, the message comes from the Lord.
We had a brother who brought a closing prayer
for our preparation service. As I presided over the
service, I was standing behind him. He started to
pray, and as the Spirit fell heavily upon him as
he shared, my knees buckled, and I went to my
knees in prayer. There was such a powerful Spirit
that was upon us, and it was truly a humbling
and a tremendous blessing.
In the service at the Temple, a brother shared in
a preaching ministry, and he talked about how
there would be no poor among us, as Genesis
7:23 says. He asked if that was simply because we
throw everything in a pot and we’re all equal. Or
could it perhaps be that we are so blessed by God
that we all prosper? It was light and truth that
poured out upon us.
Another brother stood and under the inspiration
of the Spirit said that the Lord was pleased with
us. Oh, to hear those words! He’d seen our fastings
and heard our prayers, and He was pleased with
us. These words I share with you might sound
like hollow words, but I pray that the Holy Spirit
rests on you as much as it did with us as we sat
there and heard those words. An assurance came
upon us that we were not a forsaken people, and
He was pleased with us.
In the afternoon on Saturday, we went on a tour
of the Kirtland Temple. There were probably
thirty of the priesthood that went on the tour
and maybe fifteen to twenty other people that
just happened to get pulled into our group. The
guide was pretty flippant in his presentation,
and it was bothering me. We went through the
Temple, and he was glossing over some of the
important aspects. “You can believe whatever
you want to believe,” was the type of thing he
was saying. We got down to the lower chamber,
and he said, “While we’re here, would you like to
sing ‘The Spirit of God Like A Fire Is Burning’?”
We all said yes. He asked if anyone like to play
the piano, but we wanted to sing a cappella. He
started us, and when he got through just the
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very first line, he stopped and just listened. He
cried as we sang the rest of the hymn. When we
finished, he said, “Wow! I wish our people came
and toured the Temple in the spirit you guys do.”
What a blessing.
I was also blessed by another brother who stood
and said he’d come ever since 2001, the first time
we came to the Temple. He said, “I’ve had people
ask why I keep coming. I didn’t really have an
answer to begin with, but as I studied and the
Spirit of the Lord rested upon me, I came to
practice holiness and virtue.” That’s what we are
doing. We’re practicing holiness and virtue.
The Spirit of God blessed us so abundantly. I was
so richly blessed. I hope my actions, my attitude,
and my ministry is changed because of the time
we spent together. Such a tremendous blessing. I
thank everybody for your prayers because I know
those that didn’t go were praying for us. I’m very
grateful, so thank you and God bless each of you.

Elder Dale Wilson
My brother Wilbur Wilson
from Hill Cumorah and I
went last year to the Kirtland
Priesthood Retreat, and we
went again this year. Last year
we toured the Kirtland area
on Saturday, but this year,
we took the tour through
the Temple. It was that tour
that meant more to me than normal. It reminded
me of 1975 when I took my son to the Kirtland
Temple and carried him and his wheelchair up
the stairs to the second floor and then on up to
the third floor.
If you’ve been there, you know it’s a spiral
staircase, very narrow on one side and thicker on
the other as it twists and turns and goes upstairs.
And they are very steep. As I trudged up this year,
being an older gentlemen, I was really reminded
of that trip up with my son. You might think going

up would be the hardest because you’re straining
so hard to get him to that next step, but really,
it was harder coming down those steps because
that weight wanted to take you right on down the
stairs. You had to fight even harder.
That tour reminded me so much of how the Lord
had blessed me and how much He blessed my son
in 1975. It meant a lot to him since he didn’t get to
go do a lot of things that many of us do because of
his problems. The Lord blessed him that day, and
He blessed me again this year with the experience
of that tour and seeing that mighty edifice to the
Lord our God that He has placed in our lives. It
is a blessing to have the capability for each one
of us to go and experience it for ourselves in His
love as He touches each of us in His way that we
might do His work and represent His people here
in Independence and in the world.

Women’s Fall Retreat
Nicole Capps
I’m on the Women’s Council,
and this year had been really
good. The theme for the year
overall is “The Joy of the Lord
is Our Strength.” Our fall
retreat was last weekend, and
this morning I got to share
about my trip to Rwanda this
summer at Living Hope. This
afternoon we started up our Zions League again
at Living Hope, and tonight I get to share with
you about seeing God at work with the women
that I get to serve with and be a part of. That is
all just to say that God is truly working in His
Church, and I agree with everything that has
been said this evening. He is moving, and I’m just
so grateful and excited to be even just a little part
of that and to see that coming to be.
At our fall retreat, we always unveil our theme
for the next year. Two years ago, our theme
was “Blessings Through Brokenness,” and from

that theme, we went on to “The Joy of the Lord
is Our Strength” because we recognized that
even though we’ve all experienced feelings of
brokenness and pain and trials and whatever we
might have faced, God always sees us through
and is faithful. Through that comes His joy and
living in that joy, so our retreat theme was “Joyful
Together.” That’s what we are called to be. We’re
called to be His people and to have joy in our
lives.
As a council, we’ve been very prayerful about
what this next year should look like. Where
are we going in this next year? We all spent a
lot of time praying, and we talked about it at
different meetings, but we just couldn’t find that
right theme. Then we came together a couple of
months ago, and we all came with the same idea.
That is always a sign that God is working, and
He knows what He is doing, of course. So, our
theme for this upcoming year ties in so well with
that theme of being the Living Church, which is
servant of all. This year we are going to focus on
how can we serve each other.
One of the things we do every year at the retreat
on Saturday afternoon is to try to spend some
time doing service projects. This year as we were
thinking of ideas we could do, this question came
out: How can we get in homes of Saints? How can
we get out and actually spend time serving others
just through relationship-building? That is so
important in our Church. There are so many that
may not be able to attend a service or for whatever
reason has stopped becoming so involved. I feel
that if we see a need in the Church, then we are
called to fill that need. We found a few different
families in the area who we reached out to and
said, “Would you be willing to let us come, just
for a short period of time, and visit with you?”
They were so excited.
We spent some time decorating cookies, and
though I wasn’t able to go into the homes, it was
so exciting to hear from the women that went
to these families’ homes. One gentleman they
visited was even so excited that he cleaned his
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whole house just because he was so excited that
somebody wanted to come into his home and be
with him, to spend time praying with him and
just talk and see what God was going in his life
and share what He was doing in theirs.
Moving forward and hearing about that Living
Church, I would challenge you guys and myself
to find those opportunities of service, and that
looks different every single day for all of us.
Whether it’s the grocery store or being kind to
people in traffic and praying of them, we have
so many opportunities to serve, and I don’t want
any of us to miss out on that. We always love all
the women to come to the gatherings—we have
a lot of events planned for this year—so look out
for those. God is truly moving throughout His
whole Church, from the smallest and youngest to
the oldest, and I’m excited to be a part of that.

Brianne Specker
I was really looking forward
to going to the retreat this
last week. I haven’t been able
to attend any of the other
women’s retreats, and I was
excited to see the theme was
“Being Joyful Together.” The
last few months, I’ve had a
hard time being joyful with
things in my life, but I really felt like I need to
go there. It was so nice to be able to visit with
women that have been going through the same
struggles I have. It was so comforting to be able
to just visit and hear the classes.
One of the classes was about choosing joy and
how we need to be making sure we are choosing
to have joy in our lives. I thought, “Well, okay. I’m
going to start trying really hard to do that.” We
talked about spending the first twenty minutes
of your morning with the Lord, which for me is
kind of hard because I have two little boys who
are four and under two, so I might not be able
to do the first twenty minutes of my day. But I
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try to set some time to the side to pray and focus
my mind for the day. So, I’ve been trying really
hard to choose joy this week. And let me tell you,
some days were very hard. I feel like Satan has
just been throwing things at me. I had to stop and
think that if you’re trying to do something right,
Satan is going to try to throw you off the path
of that. Sometimes, I had to step aside, go back
to my room, and say, “Ugh, God, please help me
to find joy in this. Please help me to choose joy
in this.” That was something that I took from
that weekend, that I have to try to choose joy in
everything. Hopefully, that is something I can
share with you to pass on, that we need to be
trying to be choosing joy in our daily lives. Even
though it will be hard, we still need to continue
to do that.

Lori Smith
I haven’t been to a women’s
retreat in years. I had a really
good experience there. On
Saturday, they had some
ministry of music and then a
class, then ministry of music
and another class. During
the second ministry of music,
they were singing a song about when Jesus and
His disciples were in the boat and a storm came
up. I decided to close my eyes and just listen to the
music they were singing. A vision opened up to
me, and I saw a fishing net. The Lord spoke to me
and said, “Focus on the strands of rope that are
holding that net together.” I saw that each one was
a woman that was there at that retreat. The Lord
showed me that our lives are so interconnected.
He said, “A strong net catches a lot of fish. If
you women will stay connected together under
Jesus Christ, you will catch a lot of fish.” That’s
been something that’s really stuck with me since
last weekend. We need to attempt to stay very
connected with other women in the Church and
to share our burdens with one another, pray for
one another, and share the love of Jesus Christ to
everyone we come in contact with.

Five Little Pigs and
The Faith of Two
Young Boys
By Elder Darrell C. Webster, Sr.
Painsville, Ohio
hen we lived in Southeastern, Ohio, in a small
town called Senecaville, our father, Arthur
W
(Bill) Webster, took us to an animal auction in

Barnesville, Ohio. He wanted to buy a pig to provide
meat for us to eat. It was quite an experience as
we had never been to anything like it. People and
livestock were milling around everywhere. There
were various vender stands with vegetables and
crafts of all kinds around the outside of the auction
arena. Inside was a semi-circle of seats around a
pen or pit that had a wall of about six feet tall in
which the animals were paraded around in, and
in the center of the semi-circle was a raised stand
where the auctioneer stood calling out the bids and
recognizing the highest bidder. The seats where
we sat were raised up like those in a theater but
steeper.
As the animals were paraded out, people motioned
their bid as the auctioneer called out the bid.
Eventually, there was a mother sow with five little
pigs brought out, and the bidding started. Dad
tried to bid, but he was outbid. Strangely, the man
that bought the sow with the five little pigs didn’t
want the little pigs. The auctioneer asked the man
what he was going to do with them, and he replied
that he was going to dispose of them because they
were too young to be separated from their mother.
A man in the audience yelled out that he would
offer twenty-five cents apiece for them. Dad looked
at Mom and us boys. We indicated we wanted to
buy them, and Dad yelled out he would give fifty
cents apiece for them. The man that was bidding
shook his head that he wasn’t interested in bidding
further, and the auctioneer struck the gavel on the
table and said, “Sold!” When we went to the place
indicated to pay for them, they gave us a box to put
them in, and we took them home.

Because they were too small to eat the things older
pigs did, we had to feed them by hand. My mom,
Gladys, had some old baby bottles and nipples, so
we used them to feed the pigs one by one. Each of
us took turns. They grew, and about the time they
should have been weened, they became sick.
We had an old chicken coup on the hill behind our
house, and my brothers and I took them up the hill
with a cardboard box and some straw. We made a
little house for them. We put straw in their house
and on top of it to keep them warm and straw on
the floor outside their house. We also placed food
and water outside their little house for them to eat.
For a day or two, they just lay there in their little
house and did nothing.
Dad said he had seen a vulture sitting on the roof
of the building the morning of the second day and
said they probably would die. My brother David
and I ran up the hill to check on them, and they
were still breathing. We looked at each other and
said, “Wouldn’t it be nice if we could lay hands on
them like the elders do for the sick?” I suggested
we get some liniment and rub it on them and pray
over them that God would heal them and let them
live. We felt we couldn’t use olive oil, so we found
some Sloan’s Liniment and used that.
We took each little pig out of their house one by
one, laid them on top of the house, and rubbed it
with the liniment and prayed over them. When
finished with the first pig, we placed it back in the
house and took each of the others and did the same.
Within a few minutes after the last little pig was
placed in the house, they began one by one to run
out, dancing around, and began to eat and drink.
God answered our prayers. We believed He would
without any doubt, and all lived to fulfill their
destiny to provide food and income.
We did not know that Dad was outside the building,
watching us, and he told us later that he really
thought the pigs were going to die. But he said to
the Lord that if they lived, he would give the price
of half of one of the pigs to the church. Dad did
as he had promised the Lord and gave half of the
price received from the largest pig.
God does answer our prayers, even those of young
boys who have unwavering faith in Him. If God
did this for us, think what He will do for us if we
have the same kind of faith.
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2018 Fall Junior
High Retreat
By Rachel Crosley
Grain Valley, Missouri

I

recently had the privilege of serving as a
counselor at the CMRB junior high retreat.
It was held October 19-21, 2018, at Odessa Hills
Campground. We were blessed with sunny,
beautiful fall weather, tasty meals (thanks, Paula
and Samuel!), and good fellowship.
Of course, one of the major highlights of the retreat
was the spiritual enrichment we received. On the
last day of the retreat, one of our activities was to
meet in small groups. Within these small groups,
we had the opportunity to confess a sin we were
struggling with, if we chose to, so that the other
group members could pray for us about it.
When it was my turn, I shared that I have heard a
few sermons in recent months that have convicted
me that I really do not love others the way I
should. Sure, it is pretty easy to love my family,
friends, and church family. But I find it much more
challenging to love angry, difficult people who
have much different belief systems and values
than I do. And these may be just the people that
I am called to share Christ-like love with. I know
that Christ’s instructions to us are not to love only
those who love us back or only those whom we

find easy to love. He wants us to love everyone,
just as He does.
As a staff member, you go to a youth camp or
retreat expecting to give ministry to the youth, not
necessarily expecting to receive it from them. Yet,
that is just what happened for me that weekend.
I ended up being ministered to by them! Yes, I
led campfires and cabin devotions; I prayed and I
testified both in small groups and in whole-group
activities. But after the weekend was over and I
continued to reflect on it, I kept coming back to the
thought of what a good example of Christ’s love
these young teens were. I didn’t know a majority
of them when the weekend began, but by the end
of the weekend, I could feel a Christ-like love for
them as I saw them sharing a Christ-like love for
each other all weekend long.
I have been a teacher in a public school for
nineteen years, and over the years, I’ve worked
with thousands of students. It is typical for kids at
school to pair off and group up and be exclusive.
I never saw that happen at this retreat, and we
had a whole lot of different personality types and
talents represented. There were some youth who
were very smart academically, and some who were
very athletic; some who were very creative and
artistic; some who were quiet and shy, and others
who were very outgoing; some who were very
musically inclined, and some who were always
willing to help out, just to name a few!
Not only was everyone kind to everyone else there,
but I was also impressed with how knowledgeable
our youth are. During the whole-group classes
taught by priesthood, several youth raised their
hands to offer comments. Their comments reflected
their knowledge of the scriptures, and they were
able to answer some questions I think some adults
might have difficulty answering.
In my cabin the first evening after devotions and
lights out, the girls asked if they could sing some
campfire songs. I said that was fine, and I enjoyed
lying there listening as they sang in beautiful
three-part harmonies. After they sang several
songs, one of them suggested that they pray, and
so they did. Their upbringing was evident in
these choices they made.
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2018 Fall Junior High Retreat continued
In my patriarchal blessing, I was told to write my
testimonies and that I would have the opportunity
to share many testimonies before the youth. The
Holy Spirit was with us throughout the weekend,
and at the closing service, I stood and shared
my testimonies about my baptism, my dad’s
ordination, and my patriarchal blessing and how
I felt the Holy Spirit in each of these instances. I
hadn’t planned on sharing many of the things I
said, but I felt the Spirit prompting me to do so.
In much the same way, I felt prompted to write my
testimony about this weekend to share with a wider
audience. I have written down several testimonies
over the years, even when I was a young teen
like the ones I just spent time with at this retreat,
and even before I had my patriarchal blessing
which told me to do so. As a teen, I had some of
my testimonies published in church publications
such as Restoration Youth Magazine and Zion’s Call.
I haven’t submitted anything for publication since
then, largely in part due to fear. I am ashamed to
admit that as an adult, I would have fears about
what others would think as they read my words. I
don’t recall having this kind of fear as a teen about
my writing. The theme for the Fall 2018 CMRB
junior high retreat was “Fear thou not, for I am
with thee…” (Isaiah 41:10). How interesting that
this was the theme, and I headed to this retreat
just thinking that I would go and offer ministry to
others, not that I would receive ministry and learn
new lessons myself! As I taught young teens about
“Fear thou not…” it turns out that this verse spoke
to me as well as I considered writing and sharing
my testimonies from this weekend.
At a time when our nation seems so divided
politically, and when there has been so much
division in the Church over the years, it was
wonderful to see our youth united. Let us continue
in prayer for this generation who is our future.

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. All contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. Tidings of Zion currently goes into
4400 homes around the world, including 48 states
of the USA, as well as Australia, Canada, England,
Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the
Philippines, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Kenya and the northern island of Luzon and
southern island of Mindanao in the Philippines. The
copies of Tidings of Zion are then distributed by the
ministers to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If every family that receives the Tidings
of Zion would donate $20.00 each year, it would
easily cover the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some
individuals are already doing this, and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.” Mailing information is inside the front cover.
Stewardship is the response of my people to the
ministry of my Son, and is required alike of all those
who seek to build the Kingdom. D&C 147:5 a.

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

NOTICE: THE CRE OFFICE
HAS BEEN MOVED
TO 1551 N. COURTNEY ROAD
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 64050.
The mailing address is still the same, however:
PO Box 4085, Independence, MO 64051.
This is 3-4 miles north of CPRS/Waldo
via Liberty St. and Kentucky Road.
CONTACT VIM HORN OR RICHARD NEILL FOR MORE INFO.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
OHIO/WEST VIRGINIA
April 25-26
Kirtland Area Restoration Family Retreat at Kirtland, OH Restoration Branch Come Fellowship
		
with the Saints as we tour church history sites on Saturday and have a Sacrament service in the
		
Temple on Sunday. All meals will be provided at the Kirtland Restoration Branch.
		
Contact: Renee Webster for details. (440) 622-5837
June 6-7
Lima Restoration Branch Family Retreat, Lima OH
		
Contact: Sean Telljohann, 614-315-1546, limarestorationbranch@outlook.com
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
April 24-26		
Women’s Retreat
May 15-17 		
Men’s Retreat
June 12-14 		
Pacific Northwest Summer Preaching Series
Sept 18-20 		
Priesthood Retreat
MISSOURI
April 18		
September 19-20
September 26-27

2020

Women’s Spring Luncheon
Women’s Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills Campground
CRE Kirtland Priesthood Trip

Restoration Camps

IOWA
June 14-20 JR&SR High Camp Bethel, Little Sioux, Iowa
July 5-9
Junior Camp Emmanuel, Little Sioux, Iowa

Grades are for the
upcoming school year.
Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
July 5-11
JR High/SR. High Camp
July 12-18
Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS
ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI “The Straight and Narrow Path” II Nephi 15:10
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information. Register early for a discount.
May 17-23
Older Youth (College age/unmarried)
May 31- June 4 Junior Camp (Grades 3-7) 		
Directors: Jared & Katie Mulheron
June 14-20
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: Jeff & Shelly Morrison
June 21-27
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9) 		
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk
RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th.
Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a discount.
Jun 20-26
Mountain (Grades 10-13)
Director: Mike Moores
Jul 6-10
Walk the Talk (Grades 10-13)
Director: Cara Smith
Jul 11-17
Leadership (Grades 10-14)
Director: Aaron Bailey
Jul 12-18
Bountiful (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Albert & Charity Esquivel
Jul 19-25
Mammoth (Grades 9-13)
Directors: Chip & Jill Gowan
Jul 26-29
Tiona (Girls Grades 4-7)
Director: Jason & Cathy Hamilton
Jul 29-Aug 1 Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Directors: Brett & Nannette Smith
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Colorado
Living Hope RB
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills
Lake of the Ozarks
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills

TEXAS
July 8-12
2000 Strong Adventure Camp
Contacts: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051
								 Chris Taylor 214-507-3923
Camp begins at 5 PM on July 3 and concludes on Sunday July 7. There are two camps held concurrently.
A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young adult camp for ages 18-25.
The camps are at the Collin County Adventure 1180 W. Houston St. Anna, TX. www.2000strong.us
WASHINGTON
Aug 9-14
Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Yacolt, Washington
		
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

2020

Restoration Branch Reunions

May 31-June 6 Zion’s Ridge
Independence, Missouri
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573
June 6-13

Central Missouri at Odessa Hills,
Odessa, MO
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or
odessahills.com 816-230-4000
Theme: “The Straight and Narrow
		
Path.” II Nephi 15:10
June 14-19

June 21-26

South Crysler Rst. Branch Reunion
Baker Univ. in Baldwin City, KS
Director: Brian Lair
Contact: Paul & Lynette Davis:
Lynette: 816-795-0703 or
Paul 816-739-2795
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com or
pauldavislaw@yahoo.com
Restoration Branch Family Reunion
and Conference of Restoration
Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors
of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place
Restoration School in
Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421

June 27-July 4 Buckner RB
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in
Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Justin Jones 816-588-2770
July 20-26

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helene Danicki 248-651-3208

July 25-Aug 1 Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977
July 25-Aug 1 Maine Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Richard Leighton 207-217-8453
August 1-7

Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove Campgrounds,
347 Hamburg Rd.,
Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
Contact: Renee Webster 440-622-5837
Email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com

Aug 3-9

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484

If any corrections need to be made,
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
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Christ is Greater than Cancer

advice, “For me to live, is to do the will of Christ;
and to die, is my gain” (Philippians 1:22).

By Elder Jerry Shiflett
Greensboro, Pennsylvania

The prayer support I received was truly humbling.
People from all over prayed for me. There was
a brief moment of time that I let a little doubt
creep in and immediately caught that thought
and went to God in prayer to ask for forgiveness.
From them on, I did not doubt again.

March of 2017, I was diagnosed with prostate
I n cancer.
During a yearly physical, blood work
revealed that my PSA was 6.4 (my PSA was
always around 1.0). The next step was to have
a biopsy. At the time of the biopsy, my doctor
confirmed the diagnosis of prostate cancer, and
my PSA was 6.3. At first, I was a little bit upset,
but I started immediately putting my faith in
God. I told people I work with and also gave
testimony at church that I hoped to have the
attitude that Job had, “Though he slay me, yet
will I trust in him; but I will maintain mine own
ways before him” (Job 13:15), and to take Paul’s

In October 2017, I had a six-month checkup, and
I was healed of prostate cancer. My PSA was
back to 1.1. In December 2017, it was still 1.1, and
in December 2018 it was 1.2.
I also tell people often that I believe in “The
God of Miracles” (Isaiah 29:25) and nothing will
change my mind. I’ll never be able to thank God
enough in this lifetime for the blessing of healing
I received from him.

