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Called to Become
the Living Church

By Seventy Richard Neill
Independence, Missouri

the 2019 Elders Conference, the pastor
During
for the conference, Brian Mundy, sent a

text to several on Wednesday at 10:21 p.m. with
these words, “Brothers, I feel a need to ask for
additional prayers. As the pastor, I have seen a
continuing to grow in the ways of righteousness,
and we are truly experiencing walking with God.
I believe we are also experiencing transformation
and even the prophecy from the opening night
{the dry bones mentioned in Ezekiel} being
fulfilled. I feel as though we are or have been
brought right to the edge, and there is a step that
needs to be taken that will require every ounce
of faith we can muster. There will be fear in some
parts—what or who they will leave behind if they
take this leap of faith. All of this is just weighing
very heavily upon me. The easy answer is just
let God keep doing what He’s doing, but if there
is something else that needs to take place, I just
need to know. Please hold the people in this
reunion up in your prayers mightily.”

The conference ended on Friday night. The next
morning, being worn down, I was lying down on
my bed, thinking about the week of conference. I
thought about how all of the sermons and classes
were powerful. The gathering had brought many
people from the states and other lands. I began
to think about the extraordinary fellowship we
had. It was more than just that we got along
that week—it was that we trusted one another
to the extent that there was no contention or
strong disagreement. As Brian had said: we were
“walking with God.” While I was thinking on this
conference experience we had shared in together,
the Lord gently said to me, “The People have
become my Living Church.”
Arthur Oakman shared in his 1966 lecture series
that the Church is more an organism than it is an
organization. This means that the Church must
be alive and living if it is to represent the living
Christ. I understood that the organizational
Church was not being restored at this time but
rather the “Living Church.” The Living Church
“walks with God.” The concern that Brian
expressed is not only that there would be some
who may be left behind, but also the fear is that
we will not be able to maintain this level and will
return to our former ways, such as the children
of Israel wanted to do. Moses told his people
to “go forward.” As the Lord prepared the way
for Israel, so he prepares the way for Zion. Look
upward, press forward.

On Thursday of the conference, the
day after Brian sent out his text, Elder
David Joyce was the speaker at the
evening service. David made a point
in his sermon in regards to Section 1
of The Doctrine and Covenants. Brother
David told the people that we
misquote this scripture. We say, “…
the only true church upon the face of
the earth, with which I the Lord am
well pleased.” David reminded us
that this is not the complete scripture.
What the scripture fully says is, “…
the only true and Living Church.”
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Be Ye Transformed
for Our Journey to
Zion
By Seventy Richard Neill
Independence, Missouri
Transcribed and edited from his Restoration Branch
Family Reunion sermon on Sunday evening,
June 23, 2019, in Independence.

Moses went up unto God, and the Lord
“A ndcalled
unto him out of the mountain,

saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob,
and tell the children of Israel; ye have seen what
I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on
eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. Now
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure
unto me above all people; for all the earth is mine;
and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt
speak unto the children of Israel. And Moses came
and called for the elders of the people, and laid
before their faces all these words which the Lord
commanded him. And all the people answered
together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken
we will do. And Moses returned the words of the
people unto the Lord.” (Ex 19:30)
This scripture speaks of a people that gave
agreement to what Moses had brought to them;
however, you know the story would be somewhat
different when it came time to live out what they
had committed themselves to. Many of them did
not make the destination. I’d like to have us take a
look at the journey to the promised land; however,
only a portion of that will be in terms of the trip
that took place as we read it in Exodus in the Old
Testament, because that journey is for us today as
well. To just talk about it in historical terms would
not be adequate for this group. So in reading this
scripture, it sets the guidelines.
I’m going to refer at different times to Exodus.
Let’s look at Exodus, chapter 3. In verse 2, it says
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the Lord appeared to Moses in the burning bush.
This would be in response to the children of Israel
crying to the Lord, wanting their deliverance—
probably not knowing fully what they were asking
for, but nevertheless, they were under a bondage.
In verse 7, the Lord said, “I have surely seen
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt,
and heard their cry.” We hear and see a Lord
who listens to His people. Who listens to their
prayers. Who listens to their cries. And we have
a sense of that in our day, but we have seen this
down through the ages. Even the generation that
preceded us and the generation before that cried
out to the Lord, seeking for the day of His return
and the establishment of His Kingdom.
In verse 8 of chapter 3, the Lord says, “I am come
down to deliver them.” We can trust in the word
of the Lord, and we see clearly what his intention
was for the people as they cried out. He said, “I
will deliver them.” Today we stand as a people
seeking for deliverance from the bondage of the
spiritual depravity, the spiritual difficulty we face
in our lives. In verse 10, it says, “I will send them.”
In verse 11, Moses said unto God, “Who am I that I
should go?” But we see there would be a response
made by God to Moses, because Moses would ask
another question: “What do I say when they ask
who it is that sent me?” We know that what God
told Moses was, “Tell them, I AM THAT I AM.” If
we look at the power of words, we see that Moses
asked the question, “Who am I?” (lower case), and
God responds to him, “Tell them (upper case) I
AM THAT I AM.”
What is God saying to Moses at that point? If you
will be my servant, I will give you the power to
overcome those forces that would not only hold
you, but would hold this people in captivity and
bondage.
We have before you a map of this journey. On this
map, you will see the land of Goshen, which is
where the Israelites were living when they were
set free from their captivity. You see two paths
leading from Goshen. It doesn’t matter which one
we rely on, but I’m going to use the one that most
scholars prefer, which is the one going through
Mount Sinai. I want to first explain something. We
find in the scriptures that God, true to His word,
provided the way for the Israelites, as He does with
us today. Exodus 13:17 says, “And it came to pass

when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led
them not through the way of the Philistines.” The
Philistines lived in the far north area of the land by
the Great Sea. Scripture tells us God did not take
them there, although that route was nearer. For
God said, “Lest, peradventure, the people repent
when they see war, and they return to Egypt.”

company—a body of people —the journey could
have been made in about forty days. We don’t
know whether it would take forty days or sixty
days or even half a year, but what we do know is
what happened.
That is, they were unable to take the shorter
northern route, peradventure they might doubt
the Lord and, at the first sign of trouble, return to
Egypt. Then it would have been a whole different
story.
We don’t know what the outcome would have
been, whether the Lord would have them regroup
and find another way to make the journey, or
whether they were going to have to suffer many
more years. But if we look at the southern route,
we know that it took forty years.
Let me ask you a question about our day. If we
were given the choice, what would we choose?

The word “peradventure” is defined as
“uncertainty” or “doubt.” This usage of the word
“repent” is the generic definition, which means
“to change direction.” If we use these definitions,
the last line of that verse reads, “Lest, through
uncertainty or doubt, the people change direction
when they see war, and they return to Egypt.”
Let’s follow along in this journey. I’ve seen
estimates of the number who traveled everywhere
from 1.6 million to 3.5 million. Just like the route
that was traveled, the exact number doesn’t
make any difference for our purposes. We know
there were many people, because we do see one
reference that talks about 600,000 men.
In Exodus 23:20 and 27-30, here is what the Lord
promised: “I send an angel before them. I will send
my fear before thee. I will make all thine enemies
turn their backs unto thee,” which is suggesting
that they would flee in fear. “I will send hornets
before thee, which shall drive out them before
thee, until thou shall be increased and inherit the
land.”
What is it that we have here? The Lord has
provided for this journey to take place. Scholars
have estimated that, even with that size of a

In hindsight, knowing what we know, knowing
the Lord was going to provide the way, knowing
that He was going to cause those opposing the
Israelites to be overcome with fear so they would
not create an obstruction, we see that our choice is
the shorter, more direct route or the longer route.
Not only did it take forty years, but many of the
Israelites did not complete the journey.
We’re going to be faced with the reality of the
choices that we’re making as a people. It’s easy for
us to look back upon the Israelites and say, “Well,
if I had been there, I would have said ‘Let’s do
this.’” Let me pose the question to you: If the Lord
provides for a way for Zion to come about, why
is it that we feel so often that we’re wandering in
the wilderness? I think the map shows a graphic.
A graphic that would cause us some emotion—
sadness, maybe anger, maybe shame—because
the Lord has provided the way for Zion to be
established. “When my people look up…when my
people embrace the truth…” we see the reunion
with the Church of the Firstborn.
The journey is assured, and was assured in that
day, to be victorious. There was nothing that could
have stood in the way of the Israelites. Moses was
called forth and sent back to the people from the
land of Midian. He was sent back, knowing that the
Lord was going to set His people free. As we read
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the scripture, we come to the question of, as they
were set free, what went wrong? What happened
to the people that said, “We will do what the Lord
asks us to do”?
We see various things, and one of the things we see
is that they came to a place called the Red Sea. If
we look at Exodus chapter 14, we find these words
in verses 10-15: “And when Pharaoh drew nigh
(and this was Pharaoh chasing after the children
of Israel in his chariots), the children of Israel
lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians
marched after them; and they were sore afraid;
and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord.
And they said unto Moses, Because there were no
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die
in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus
with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this
the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying,
Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?” Is
that what they said? No! But in their anger, in their
fear, they’re now saying to Moses and to the Lord,
“No, we didn’t say free us. We said leave us alone,
that we might serve the Egyptians.” They continue
by saying, “For it had been better for us to serve
the Egyptians, than that we should die in the
wilderness.” Somewhat of a prophetic statement.
They didn’t have to die in the wilderness.
The Lord—even though they didn’t take the path
that was near and had taken the long path—
was still providing for them, because we know
what happened at the Red Sea. And we know
what happened at the rock. And we know what
happened when they ran out of unleavened bread.
The Lord provided manna for forty years. And
then they began to murmur about the manna. My
question is—think about this—was that rational
thinking on their part? They were tired of the
manna because they had to eat it for forty years,
but it wasn’t God’s plan for them to be out there
for that long. They were to enter into the land
of milk and honey, but they chose not to. Folks,
we can choose to follow the Lord and follow His
path to Zion, or we can choose to wander in the
wilderness and tack on years, and generations,
and find out that we’ve become lost. And some of
us will not survive the journey. What choice are we
going to make tonight? What choice are we going
to make this week? What choice are we going to
make when we leave here?

6 Tidings of Zion

We see that Moses then said to them, in their
murmuring, “And Moses said unto the people,
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of
God, Behold, the power of God, that salvation is
His desire for each one of us.” He provided it at
the Red Sea, and He provided it at Calvary, and He
provides it for this generation as well. Moses said,
“Stand still to see the salvation of the Lord, which
He will show to you today. For the Egyptians who
you have seen today, ye shall see them again no
more forever.” I don’t think we’re being trailed by
Egyptians, but I do think we have our own set of
problems, and they have a tendency to bind us. To
hold us back. The Lord made the promise to them
as He would to us, that through the salvation of
our God, the problems that hold us back from Zion
shall be seen no more forever. That is His promise
unto His faithful people.
The Lord said unto Moses, “Wherefore criest
thou unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel
that they go forward.” I challenge you as a people
to go forward. Those things that hold you back
in your life…those things that hold us back
together…I challenge us to go forward. And if you
notice, Moses didn’t open it up for a forum or a
discussion. What God said to Moses was to tell the
people to go forward. There’s a time for us to leave
behind those things that bind and move forward.
We want to move forward as a people.
I’m going to share with you a testimony. In 1995,
the Neill family gathered to Independence. I’m
very happy that we made that journey. I want
to share with you something that happened two
weeks later. Only recently, in my mind, have I
classified this as an open vision. I realized the
reason it should be is because I was fully awake
when this experience happened. I was sleeping
in bed on a Saturday morning when I began to
rouse and my faculties started to come to me, and
I realized I was in the process of waking up.
Before I got involved in anything, the Lord spoke
to me and said, “Go down to your study.” I knew
it was the Lord, so I got out of bed, didn’t ask
any question. I went down and sat in a chair in
front of my Scriptures. As I sat down, I thought
to myself, “Okay, I’m here because the Lord has
brought me here.” So I said to Him, “Lord, what
do you want me to do?” He said, “I want you to

open scripture.” I asked, “What scripture?” He
told me to turn to Section 102, verse 2. You’ve
heard this scripture many times. “Behold, I say
unto you, Were it not for the transgressions of
my people, speaking concerning the church and
not individuals, they might have been redeemed
even now. But, behold, they have not learned to
be obedient to the things which I require at their
hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do
not impart of their substance, as becometh Saints,
to the poor and afflicted among them, and are
not united according to the celestial law…that’s
required by the…law of the celestial kingdom;
and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the
principles of the law of the celestial kingdom,
otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself; and
my people must needs be chastened until they
learn obedience, if it must needs be, by the things
which they suffer.”
I read that scripture, and the Lord asked me a
question. “Where have you seen that scripture
before?” I’ve had my time in studying scripture,
and I said to the Lord, “I haven’t seen this scripture
anyplace that I can recall.” The Lord said to me,
“Turn to Genesis 7:23.” I turned to it, and this is
what I read: “The Lord called His people Zion,
because they were of one heart and one mind, they
dwelt in righteousness, and there was no poor
among them.” I said, “Okay, Lord, explain to me
what you’re saying here.” What He showed me
was that the experience of the Saints in 1834 was
Him speaking to a disobedient people. Genesis
7:23 was the contrast of speaking to an obedient
people. Then He said to me, “Look at it,” and He
went in reverse. In Section 102, it says they would
not impart of their substance to the poor; Genesis
7:23 says there was no poor among them. Section
102 says they did all manner of evil; Genesis says
they dwelt in righteousness. Section 102 says they
were not united according to celestial law; Genesis
7:23 says He called His people Zion, because they
were of one heart and one mind. The Lord showed
me these things, and then He said, “I’m going to
show you four generations.”
The first one was the generation of the Saints of 1834.
I’ve studied church history quite extensively, and
He showed me something that I had never heard
or seen. That was that the people of 1834 were, two
years later, going to raise up the Kirtland Temple.
We read in history that there was an endowment.

We read about how the people—the elders—went
out from that place and went to England and other
places, and marvelous things happened. But do
you realize that that generation never went back
into and on the land of Zion? All that power that
came out of the Kirtland experience. They did not
because they were not allowed to go back in that
generation. And so, we see something about the
Saints of 1834.
The second generation I’m going to speak about
was the children of Israel. Although I have read
passages, I’m going to read another one. This
is Exodus 14, verses 10 and 11. This is about
Pharaoh. “And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the
children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold,
the Egyptians marched after them. And they were
sore afraid, and the children of Israel cried out
unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses, ‘Because
there was no graves in Egypt, has thou taken us
away to die in the wilderness.’” We see that they
were a disobedient people. We know that twelve
spies were sent into the land of Canaan. When they
came back, they gave two reports. The majority
of the report was that the people in Canaan were
giants, and the Israelites were but grasshoppers,
and they stood no chance. This is the same people
who, with one voice, said they would do all that
God asked. Now they are so fearful that they
contemplate taking Aaron’s and Moses’s lives. The
minority report was filed by Joshua and Caleb.
What they said was, “If the Lord delight in us, we
cannot lose.” What we find is that the children of
Israel again would murmur.
The Lord showed me the third generation, and
I’ve already referred to them earlier, and they
are the people of the city of Enoch. A people who
would live in righteousness. A people who would
be of one heart and one mind. A people for whom
there would be no poor among them. We see them
as being an obedient people. As I pondered this, I
thought, “We have the Saints of 1834. They didn’t
do right. We have the people of the house of Israel,
and for the most part, they didn’t do right, although
those under twenty were able to enter in. We know
that there were those whose carcasses would lie
in the wilderness. And I knew that the people of
Enoch were mentioned as being obedient. Then
there was kind of a pause, so I asked the Lord,
“Well, who’s the fourth generation?” He said this
to me: “What is your generation going to decide?”
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Brothers and sisters, that experience was twentyfour years ago. We have divided many times,
not just in the past five or ten or twenty years.
If nothing changes, we will continue to repeat
the results. What can we expect if we make poor
choices? What can we expect if we do not love
God with all our heart, might, mind, and strength?
What can we expect if we don’t love our neighbors
as ourselves? That we would love one another—
that’s laid before us this week. Are we a people to
choose that we will seek to be of one heart and one
mind? That we will seek to be righteous? To have
no poor among us? That we will seek to love one
another in all that we do and say?
What we see is a God of mercy. Because the children
of Israel did not take the shorter route in obedience,
the Lord, instead of forsaking them, was merciful.
He led them in the southern route, and He would,
with the Egyptian army and the Pharaoh behind
them, be ready to take this people and cross the Red
Sea. Even the Red Sea of our day. We see that the
Lord in His mercy still continued with the people.
And we see that when they complained about the
lack of water and Moses struck the rock, water
came forth. We know the rock was representative
of Jesus and the living water was representative of
Jesus. God was merciful and when the time came
that they needed more food, when their supply
wasn’t great enough, the Lord was merciful to
them and provided the manna and even quail for
their eating.
“If my people, which are called my name, shall
humble themselves (I’m going to paraphrase here)
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal them, and
heal the church, and heal the land of Zion.” (II
Chronicles 7:14)
I leave with you, as a people, the challenge that we
go forward together. We go forward in the days
ahead and become a people who would be equal,
who would love and cherish one another, and who
would cherish those to whom we are to take the
gospel.
Richard concluded the sermon by sharing ten things
we know about Zion which will be included in a future
Tidings of Zion issue. He then read the Seventy Prayer
included in the Tidings of Zion #126.
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Words of Council
Given During the
Conclusion of the
June 23, 2019
Reunion Service
By Elder Brian K. Mundy
Independence, Missouri

I

have something I would like to share with
you that I believe has been directed by the
Lord. This is my second year as pastor for the
reunion, and I have felt instructed to share
something with you. Today, as Richard was
talking, I saw us right here {indicates north of
Kadesh-barnea in the Wilderness of Zin on
map—see map included with Richard Neill’s
sermon}. And we have a choice to make. Do
we head farther away {south}, or do we take
this short route right here {Zin to Jerusalem}?
The Lord would share with you, you can’t do
anything about this past. He’s been with us,
He’s guided us, He has provided for us, and it
doesn’t matter where we have been, but right
now, Saints, we are here {indicates Wilderness of
Zin}. We have a choice to make, and if the long
route was forty days, the short route could be a
week or two. And the choice is ours.
And He shared with me to prophesy over you,
through scripture, from the 37th chapter of
Ezekiel {verses 1-14}. “The hand of the Lord was
upon me, and carried me out in the Spirit of the
Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley
which was full of bones, and caused me to pass
by them round about; and, behold, there were
very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were
very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can

these bones live? And I answered, O Lord God,
thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy
upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the
Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will cause
breath to enter into you, and ye shall live; and
I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall
know that I am the Lord. So I prophesied as I
was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was
a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones
came together…And when I beheld, lo, the
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and
the skin covered them above, but there was no
breath in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy
unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood up upon their
feet, an exceeding great army. Then he said
unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel; behold, they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off for our
parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord God…O my people, I will
open your graves, and cause you to come up
out of your graves, and bring you into the land
of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the Lord,
when I have opened your graves, O my people,
and brought you up out of your graves. And
shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and
I shall place you in your own land; then shall
ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and
performed it, saith the Lord.”
And so, Saints, that prophecy is upon you
tonight. And we’re here. One week. Where will
we be? May God bless you. Might you look for
this transformation.

Be Ye Transformed
through Fasting
and Prayer
By Tom Mitchell
Independence, Missouri
Transcribed and edited from his Restoration Branch
Family Reunion sermon on Monday evening,
June 24, 2019, in Independence.

I’

ve selected, for your consideration, a scripture
out of the Book of Mormon, Helaman 4:48-57
and 70. {Please read.}
I want to start with a short scripture: Galatians 2:20.
This is attributed to one of the writings of Paul—
the letters of Paul. “I am crucified with Christ;
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.”
Some years ago, while my parents were still living,
I wanted to take them to the movie Dances With
Wolves. There is a scene where the main character
is a lone cavalry officer in the far reaches of the
West at that time. He’s in a teepee with one of their
religious leaders and a woman who was trying
to be the translator between the soldier and this
shaman. The soldier was trying to figure out what
the other man was. He said, “Are you the chief?”
And the man shook his head no. The woman said,
“He’s a holy man.”
I sat there in that theater with my mother and my
father, and of all places, the Spirit of God poured
down into me. The Lord spoke to my mind, as He
does to all of us in different ways and in different
places, and said, “Tom, are you a holy man?” I
wasn’t sure at that moment. I ran through a list
of good men I knew. My father would be one, my
pastor, and others. I knew some really good men,
and I actually wasn’t quite sure, other than the
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scriptures, what a holy man was.
A few years after that, I was on the way to church
one morning, thinking about this very thing. I was
alone and running a little late. I had made this
kind of like a prayer as I meditated on the way to
Sunday School class. I asked a question as I drove,
something like, “Lord, when am I finally—after
all this—gonna arrive?” And in my mind, I was
thinking to be…I wouldn’t use the term “a holy
man,” but “arrive.” I wondered, with all the things
I was doing and all the things I was involved in
and all the things I’ve done in my life…and just
as clear as I’m speaking to you tonight, the Good
Spirit spoke to me audibly and said, “You won’t.”
That was not the answer I was looking for. I turned
to the empty seat next to me and said, “Well,
why not?” It was that real. And of course, all this
happened in seconds in my mind. Somewhere
in this period, I realized this was the Good Spirit
trying to help me understand my miserable
condition. And the Spirit conveyed something
like, “You have gotten to where you are in life, in
your spiritual condition, by your best efforts, by
your best plans, by your best intentions. But if you
want to be a holy man…a holy man…then, that’s
a different path. That path is not your way or your
intentions or your methods. They’re holy ways.”
Now, some of you may know me and know that I
can flip really quickly between being very serious
and in my mind just laughing, because God has to
laugh at this in my mind. And I said, “Well…what
would those be?” Isn’t that sad? I understood
what was going on, but I was frustrated. And
without saying anything, to my mind was recalled
everything I’d been taught from a very small boy.
My mother and father were great teachers. Not
instructional teachers, but by the way they lived
and what they practiced. I knew exactly what
that message was, and my mind was flooded
with memories of all those women that taught
my Sunday School classes that worked with me,
the people in my branch who instructed me, who
nurtured me as a young priesthood member. I
remember them actually teaching classes and
preaching on those subjects.
I remember, not too many years ago, the Patriarchs
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put out a pamphlet and called us to unity. You’d
think that if anyone could have done that, it
would have been our spiritual fathers. And what
were those principles? Purposeful prayer, focused
fasting, feasting upon the words of Christ, and
being humbled by service and love for the people.
I knew that. It came to my mind. And you know
what I did then? You’d think I was smart enough
by now to shut up, but…
I started down my list. I said, “But, Lord, I’m really
busy. I’ve got a lot of things going in my life, and
I’ve got a sack of stones on my shoulder as big as
the Rock of Gibralter. I just finished five years of
working on my degree so I could keep my job, and
we have this new house which has all this grass.
Wasn’t too long ago that we had our newborn son
(which was James.) At the same time, I’ve taken
a second year of pastor at Warrensburg, and I’m
actively involved at the Warrensburg youth group.
And, of course, I’m a professor, so I’m involved
in photographer projects, I’m writing papers to be
published, and I’ve got all this stuff going. I’m a
photographer and a cyclist. And seriously, Saints,
I really felt justified. Have you ever been there?
I felt really justified at the moment. You may not
be like me, but I was. And that sweet Spirit came
into the cab of that truck, calling me by name, and
said, “Tom, I know. I know. And that’s why I gave
you today.” And like Job, for the first time that
morning, I shut my mouth and drove on to church,
contemplating what that really meant. And over
time, of course, I began to understand.
First of all, He gave me 1/7 of my life—right?—one
day. One day of the week as a gift, to do nothing
but those things I knew I should be doing. I want
to spend some time talking about that. Because
often in my life, and I’m going to guess that you
may not be as messed up as I am…as broken as I
am…but in your own ways, you have your own
things you deal with that we have constructed
by a lifetime of our best intentions. A life that we
want to give to the Lord. The problem with that
is that our theme for the week, “Transformation,”
requires something different than that. It requires
something different than our best intentions.
It requires the disciplines and obedience to the
commandments He has given us.

Scripture tells us that man has a habit of using the
vain things of the world. And in that, often we
find disobedience and kind of a coolness toward
God because this world has many voices. There’s
lots of noise out there. And there’s a voice calling
here, and lo here, and lo there. And there’s a voice
in Christianity calling here and there. And at
times, there’s a voice in our church. “Go here, lo,
go there.” And repentance, we know, is initiating
part of that change, and the heart’s desire is our
catalyst.
And tonight, my assignment is prayer and
fasting, and I add to those words purposeful
prayer and focused fasting. But I want to talk for
just a few moments about transforming change or
transformation. This is a marvelous subject. I’ve
had long conversations with Patriarch Vernon
Darling on this and studied it quite a bit. Not only
the scriptures, but this is a subject I study a lot in
education and in my studies. And transformation
was a buzz word, you know, there’s a new word.
There’s always a new word, but I want for us
to understand that even in the world, there’s
a difference in definition between change and
transformation. And I want you to understand
that. Usually a change uses some type of external
influence to modify some action.
Let me give you an example. Let’s just say you
have a problem—a problem with weight—and
you want to get rid of it. So, the normal way is
to start a what? A diet. But see, that’s the first
problem. I don’t believe at all in diets, unless it’s
something a medical doctor would give for some
reason. And the reason why is because that is a
temporary change. Because when you’re done
with that, you’re back to where you started. That’s
a change. It is a change in behavior, but it’s not
transformation. Transformation modifies our
thoughts or our beliefs and actions so they become
the new actions…natural…and therefore we
become a new creature, as Apostle Paul said. We
are not the same. We are not the same as we were
before.
In my example, instead of thinking it requires
change, we need to think transformation. But for
transformation in that situation, we need to realize
we cannot continue that cycle. We must decide

there are certain things that we know if we eat,
they will very quickly turn into sugar, which very
quickly turns into fat, and that’s the way it is. It’s
a mixture of learning not just for six weeks not to
do that, but to eradicate or minimize those things
in our diet and eat a whole bunch of…what? Leafy
green vegetables and fruits. Lean meats. And
to add with that some kind of exercise you can
sustain. Every medical person and trainer will tell
you that. There’s a difference between change—
which is temporary—and transformation, which
helps us to be new creatures as Paul said. New
creatures. We’re different. We’re not the same.
It’s not just a change of ideas or a change of labels,
but purpose and power. In this thought pattern,
I’ve come up with three different categories of
people. I’m not going to tell you who you are.
You’re going to get to choose which one of these
three. And you may not like my categories. They’re
not all-inclusive; they’re just ones I came up with.
The first group are what I call change agents.
Change agents. They are those that try to transform
by either will of self, or whatever else, and the
Lord…and they’re very self-driven. The reformer
of India, Mahatma Gandhi, said transformational
change has to be in you. It’s not something you
can put on somebody else. There are people in this
room who are change agents. And I consider myself
a change agent. But there’s a problem with change
agents. And that is, we think that because we have
an idea, we should change, and guess what? I
think you should make exactly that same change,
right? And not only that, I don’t understand why
you won’t make that change.
My wife, Debbie, came home from some class
with this analogy which will tell you the
difference between my wife and me in this kind
of thing. She said, “I understand why sometimes
our communication is not what it should be.”
I said, “Well, tell me,” because I’m all about
communication. She said, “I’ve learned that I am…
my metaphor is, I am a clam.” I go, “That’s perfect.”
She’s very quiet, and she really is kind of reserved.
She said, “And you, Tom, are a crowbar.” Now,
I’ve been remodeling our house, and I have a little
Stanley crowbar that’s perfect for taking off really
delicate 100-year-old trim. It’s a wonderful tool for
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these little nails. But that is not who I am. My father
gave me a pry bar, a giant crowbar that’s probably
five feet long and about an inch and a half of rolled
steel, and I can pull whole walls down with that.
That’s what I am. My point is that a change agents’
problem is—and we’re not perfect—that we want
to put that change on somebody else.
Next, there are what I call change attempters, and
they are those who know they need to change.
Whether that’s innately in them, whether it’s
something they learn, whether it’s something
they find in the gospel, or the Holy Spirit. But one
group of change attempters wants to change, and
they like the appearance or benefits of change, but
it’s just not worth the price you have to pay. And
all of us have probably been in that situation on
something. The other group are those that really
believe they need to change, and in their heart
of hearts, they theoretically know God can give
them that power of change, but they don’t believe
they’re worthy of that change.
And finally, there are the change refuters. They
are those that do not believe they need a change
because they’re not broken. And they’re all right.
You hear this all the time, folks. I heard this the
other day on the news by somebody. God made
me this way, and I’m happy with it, and no one’s
going to tell me that it’s not right. So they are the
change refuters.
Some of the hardest things for us to change—the
hardest things for me to change—are our weak
areas. For some people, that might be something
like eating. It might be something like some type of
addiction. I can tell you what mine is. I have the gift
of endurance. I got it from the genes of my father.
It’s not that I’m a good person because I do that.
It’s just a gift. I’m like a beaver gnawing down a
tree, and I’ll either ruin my teeth or that tree—four
or five trees—will be down. That’s just the way I
am. I’m a closer. But, if I can’t close, if I can’t finish,
if I promise something and I can’t deliver, then I
start to murmur and complain, and I get a really
bad attitude. Then I start to blame. And my point
is this: that even though I can control my weight
very easily, if you put me in a place like that and
tell me to be joyful and loving and don’t complain,
I will fall apart because that’s my weak area. And
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I’m telling you this because those areas that we’re
weak in are the hardest areas for transformational
change. And that’s where we need the Lord the
most.
There’s a price. There’s a cost to change, and that
increases as we near our own weak areas. But
there’s good news, Saints. And that good news
is that the Holy Spirit is strong enough. And
the Lord’s arm is long enough to reach into the
deepest, darkest recesses of any man or woman or
child’s heart because He created us. His DNA is
stamped in us. And it takes no more energy and
no more strength to do good and to allow the Holy
Spirit to work in us than it does to give in to the
natural man. That I attribute to my good friend
Brian Herren.
Transforming change can begin instantly with
the right catalyst. And that catalyst is a yearning.
It’s a longing. It’s something you can’t get
enough of. Saints, there’s no going back. I want
you to understand that completely. From where
we are now in the Restoration—wherever you
find yourself, your families, your branches, the
Church—there’s no going back. There’s nothing
behind us but dry bones, as we learned last night.
With no life. No purpose. The regrets of the past,
the failures of the past, are dead works. There’s
nothing back there for you, only sorrow. The path
is to look forward to today and the tomorrows, in
that transforming change.
I want go to the word about these two transforming
tools which He gave us. Spiritual tools. They are
mentioned in these scriptures together, and they’re
mentioned together for a reason. {Please read the
following scriptures:}
Section 85:21a, Section 85:36b, Matthew 17:15-21,
III Nephi 12:10-14, IV Nephi 1:13-14, 19
Alma 12:2-5, 14: In this passage—one of the
greatest missionary stories we know—there’s a
key word in verse 5. “This is not all. They had given
themselves to much prayer and fasting, therefore…”
That’s the important word. Everything that came
afterward—all the great conversions of King
Lamoni and his father and all those Lamanites and
everything that happened: all the miracles, signs,

families saved, husbands and wives reunited…
and remember, the Lamanites became the stronger,
more faithful ones as time went on—all this, it says,
was because of what? Because they went in prayer
and fasting. They are not just good words we find.
They are powerful disciplines. And as much as
I wanted to be a holy man, with my learning in
school, my better attitude, being in shape, serving
in church, being a pastor, and working with kids
at the college…those are all good things, but to
change those parts in me that are not Christlike, I
needed stronger tools. Not my tools but righteous
tools. It’s His Kingdom. It’s not my kingdom. It’s
not your kingdom. He said if you want to be in
His Kingdom, to build up His Kingdom, it will
be built by His laws, by His principles, by His
commandments. Why? Because it’s His Kingdom.
And two things are very important to that.

for you, and if you have not at least attempted to
practice sacrificing the food of this earth. When
Jesus sent that bread that came from heaven, that
wasn’t from Moses. That was from the Father. Will
we trade that for the spiritual food that’s eternal,
that will change us forever? I want you to think
about that tonight. And just because you’ve never
done it doesn’t mean you can’t experiment on it
in small doses. And as my good friend Seventy
George Thomas said, we have to stretch those
muscles sometimes, and sometimes it hurts when
we stretch them. And children, even though
they’re small, can experience that. Because if we
don’t teach it to our children and experiment in
small doses with them, they’ll become sixteen or
eighteen or twenty, and they’ll never have had
that experience. They won’t have that tool in their
tool chest when they walk out into the world.

The list of prophets and holy men and holy
women who have testified of the power of prayer
and fasting is extensive. You can hear it from
David, Daniel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, Paul, Nephi,
Alma, Moroni, Joseph Smith, Joseph Smith III…
all reference these two spiritual powerful gifts and
disciplines together.

Saints, it is a day of choosing. To be spiritually fed.
Eternally. To be humbled. To find audience and
communion with our Maker and our Redeemer.
There is a war taking place on this earth as I speak,
and most of you know this. We’re losing, I believe.
I’ve spoken this many times. We’re losing some
of the daily battles because we will not yield to
Him. We will not yield to the God of Israel and the
things He has given us to save us from our sins
and be transformed. We simply will not because
we love the world too much.

There’s a story about Joseph the martyr. He was
sitting with a man, and they were listening to a
man give a sermon. The man that was sitting next
to Joseph thought this was a marvelous sermon,
and so, at the very end, he turned to the prophet
and said, “Wasn’t that a great message?” Joseph
turned and said, “No. He failed.” And the man
was just taken aback. He said, “Why?” Joseph said,
“Because, though he spoke with great words and
he spoke many wonderful, beautiful things, he
never asked us to do something great. Something
sacrificial.”
So I’m going to ask you to do something sacrificial.
I’m going to ask you to do something great. Before
you go to bed tonight, as individuals, as couples,
as parents with small children, I want you to think
about this very carefully: if Jesus gave us these
powerful disciplines to change our lives and help
make us more like Christ and less of ourselves,
consider if you have not utilized these two gifts
in your life. If you haven’t focused on purposeful
prayer every day, in whatever way that works

We are losing loved ones. We are losing a
generation of young people who wander from
branch to branch, which often become smaller and
smaller, who never sang “Redeemer of Israel” in
the Auditorium. They never had that experience.
They never went to a room where there were
8,000…9,000 people together, worshipping.
It is a day of surrendering a lifetime and a lifestyle
of rebellion, or a neglect for the path of peace and
the Spirit. Saints, it’s a day of obedience to things
most of us have known all along, many of us since
childhood, but we’ve daily refused to give it our
attention and our allegiance. Instead, we give it to
the world. Let us love with reckless abandon. Let
us serve as the least of these. Let us walk in the
way with Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant,
that He may heal us, and that He may heal this
land.
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Be Ye Transformed
through the
Renewing of Your
Heart and Mind
By Elder Steve Kropp
Napoleon, Missouri
Review of his Restoration Branch Family Reunion
class on Tuesday morning, June 25, 2019,
in Independence.

I

n preparing for a class that was to be a part
of the In-Town Reunion this past summer,
the topic for the day was “Be ye transformed by
the renewing of your heart and mind.” A high
percentage of those reading this material will be
familiar with the scriptural basis for the class,
which can be found in the 12th chapter of Romans
in the first verses, verse 2 specifically.
The first text that came to my mind was what we
in the Restoration have as a part of the fullness
of the scriptures while the balance of the world’s
population is completely unaware: Doctrine &
Covenants, Section 22.
This portion of scripture, given in this dispensation
of time, is a treasure trove of information providing
mankind with a glimpse of what it means to have
our minds renewed with the end result of that
renewal being transformation.
Turn to Section 22, also found in the preface to the
first chapter of Genesis in the Inspired Version.
Seriously, stop what you are doing and take eight
minutes and forty-three seconds to read this
account of Moses and the Creator of the universe
interacting face to face before the story of creation
was given to Moses starting in Genesis 1:1. This
conversation is a critical piece of our heritage
and our understanding of God and the worlds
without end that He has created. It also provides
a unique glimpse into how He provides the time
and inclination for our minds to be renewed for
His sake. (Psalm 23)
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What part of Moses was doing the supposing?
As I was preparing for the class, the thought
occurred to me that Moses was being transformed—
he was actually transfigured—by the renewing
of his mind. During the class, the response was
overwhelming that it was Moses’s mind that was
supposing, the ability to think and reason and
choose between glory and darkness, to judge
between the things of God and the things of Satan.
Moses said he knew he had been transfigured
before God because he could behold God’s face.
His mind was being renewed, and thus he
was transformed by the new understandings,
experiences, and the glory of God that he knew
was upon him. He could discern that he was
nothing and God was Holy and that man is less
than the dust of the earth. These elements of time
and thought caused Moses to reach a new level of
understanding about the nature of God and man’s
dependence on Him.
As a result of this transformation, Moses was able
to command Satan to depart thence, causing Satan
to cry with a loud voice. I would ask at this point in
the scripture…was his transformation complete?
Not quite.
As is the case with Christians in this dispensation,
when we have a new understanding or the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit has changed our
lives, the adversary does not concede defeat and
go away quietly. The text says that Satan groaned
and cried with a loud voice, and at this time, Moses
began to fear exceedingly. Why? Can you relate that
when we have returned from a retreat, reunion,
or a spiritual high moment that temptation and
doubt are willing companions in our walk? Moses
saw the bitterness of hell, and although he had just
been transfigured in the presence of God, the real
fear of being eternally separated from God and
being cast into outer darkness caused him to fear
exceedingly.
Let your mind be transported to this scene and
think on similar moments in God’s dealing with
mankind where this type of event has unfolded. It
should not take too many ticks of the clock to land
on a young boy praying for guidance and being
surrounded with darkness yet being delivered by
this same God that delivered Moses.

Moses’s mind “caught hold” of his previous
experience, and he called upon God and received
strength, commanding Satan to depart “for this
one God only will I worship, which is the God of
glory.” (D&C 22:13)
One of my favorite conversion experiences to read
is the conversion of Alma the younger. Maybe
because I can equate with being less than a good
Christian example in my youth, but nonetheless,
Alma’s personal statement that his mind “caught
hold” of this thought: Jesus.
Alma 17:16, “Now as my mind caught hold upon
this thought, I cried within my heart, O Jesus, thou
Son of God, have mercy on me, who art in the
gall of bitterness, and art encircled about by the
everlasting chains of death.”
The mind of Moses had been renewed to a degree
that his understanding, thought process, and his
entire being had been transformed. Romans 12:2,
“And be not conformed to this world; but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God is.”
Another example of minds being renewed is given
in the Book of Mormon, Mosiah 2:1, “And now, it
came to pass that when King Benjamin had made
an end of speaking the words which had been
delivered unto him by the angel of the Lord, that
he cast his eyes round about on the multitude, and
behold they had fallen to the earth, for the fear of
the Lord had come upon them.”
In our time in history, men and women continue
to need this renewing of our mind in order to
be transformed into a being that God can use for
His purposes. Both in ancient times and in our
modern times, He has used the trials of life to
shape, perfect, cleanse, and transform His people.
Deuteronomy, in the first few chapters, explains
to some degree the purpose of God’s forty-year
plan with Israel. To humble them and show them
it is God who delivers these things to their hands,
it was God who provided the manna, and when
Israel had achieved much, God warned them that
they would say within themselves, “Look what we
have accomplished…” God wanted their minds to
be renewed with humility.

My recent experience of a job loss and rehire and
uncertainty caused worry and stress to steal away
the inner peace in my life for a period of time.
Through this season, my prayer life grew deeper,
and my dependence on Him grew more real.
The Lord’s Prayer has escalated as a magnificent
tool in our day and time to establish us on a firm
foundation. The Lord in His condescension has
worked to renew my mind in areas I never would
have willingly gone. Being transformed by the
renewing of our minds is a promise from the God
of creation that if we study His word, store it up in
our hearts, and build on a firm foundation, when
the storms come, we will feel the effects of each
blow, but our foundation will not be moved. “Be
ye steadfast and immovable, always abounding in
good works...” (Mosiah 3:21)
There are multiple references in the scriptures
commanding us to take up our cross and follow
Him. This requires a different mind than that of
natural man, as self-deprivation is not a strong suit
of our species. Denying one’s self of all ungodliness
and every worldly lust is the result of a renewed
mind. (Moroni 10:29, Matthew 16:26, Titus 2:12)
Transformation defined: Transformed from an old
way of thinking to a new and completely different way
of thinking, to change in composition or structure, to
change the outward form or appearance, to change in
character or condition.
Trials, by design, are experienced to renew our
mind, to shake us up and get us out of the rut that
often limits our ability to maintain a clear vision
of Zion
The word “mind” appears in the scriptures 256
times. The word “heart,” 1000 times.
Now for the part of the class dealing with the
renewing of our hearts. I struggled with this,
admittedly, due in part to semantics, but as I dove
into the idea, my mind was again renewed.
As I prayed and pondered the idea of renewing
one’s mind, the foregoing scriptures and examples
seemed to flood in with a confirmation of the
thoughts to be presented in the class.
On the contrary, as I considered the idea of renewing
our hearts, I came up empty. What I was given is
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that our hearts cannot be renewed as our minds can.
His word is clear in the fact that we must present
a broken heart to be accepted of Him. In addition,
we are accepted of him because our heart is broken
and our spirit is contrite (II Nephi 3).
He can take our stony heart and place in our
chest a heart of flesh. He convicts us of our hardheartedness and offers us a stone (Matthew 21) on
which we can fall and be broken, or if through our
hardness & unyielding, this same stone will fall on
us and grind us to powder. God trieth the hearts of
men, and he shines his light on our inward parts
and exposes the weakness and the sin and hidden
recesses. He doesn’t proclaim that we will just
renew this old heart. He offers us a new heart:
Ezekiel 18:31, “Cast away from you all your
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed;
and make you a new heart and a new spirit; for
why will ye die, O house of Israel?”
Ezekiel 36:26, “A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I
will give you a heart of flesh.”
Genesis 8:10, “And God saw that the wickedness of
man had become great in the earth; and every man
was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of
his heart; being only evil continually.”
He proclaims that we must become transformed
through the renewing of our minds, like Moses,
and then requires that we be a people of one heart
and one mind. Not being double-minded and
unstable in all our ways, but of ONE MIND and
ONE HEART, having a head-heart connection.
“For as a man thinketh in his heart, so he is”
(Proverbs 23:7).
We can be transformed by the renewing of
our minds, but our hearts require a complete
replacement. For our carnal, sensual, and devilish
self has damaged our DNA, and without a complete
breaking and replacement of our hearts, mankind
cannot come back into the presence of God.
God’s word is perfect for converting the soul and
for renewing our minds when we take the time to
eat those words, allowing them to nourish us from
the inside out.
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My Experience
with Church
History
By Rebecca Griffin
Independence, Missouri

a member of the Educational Council.
I am
Under the leadership of Paul Gage, he asked

that the council take on the responsibility of
getting the teachers for the youth for the 2019
Restoration Branch Family Reunion (In-Town
Reunion) and Elders Conference. Each of the
members of the council was asked to find a
teacher for the age group they chose. I chose
the older students, grades six through nine. I
contacted people who had taught that age group
in the past but had no luck, as many had jobs
and could not be there that week. So, I decided
I would teach the class. I studied the theme
of the week and pondered what I could bring
together for class materials that would keep the
children’s interest. I prayed mightily over this
as I didn’t know which direction to take. As I
have been taught, one must put everything in
the hands of the Lord, and He will guide you.
So, I waited for an answer or direction.
In April, the Pastors of Zion always sponsors a
Restoration Week commemorating the founding
of the Church and its heritage and history. There
were four speakers scheduled for the weeks’
services held at Waldo Avenue Restoration
Branch. The first speaker was Danny Hight,
who spoke about Joseph Smith III and Israel
A. Smith and the work the Joseph Smith III
Historical Society is doing in restoring the
Smith home. As he spoke, the Spirit rested on
me and began to give me the answers to what
I was to teach for my class. As Danny spoke,
more thoughts were given to me, and I quickly
began writing them down so I would not forget

them. After the service, I looked at my notes
and realized I had been given the lesson topics
for the whole week for each class session. In the
following week, I began immediately gathering
the materials needed.
In my education, history has always been an
interest to me. As I studied more of the topic,
I narrowed my areas of interest to our Church
history, history of the Native Americans, the
Book of Mormon and the archaeology related to
it, and in archaeology in general. After receiving
my B.A. in History from Graceland College—
now Graceland University—I furthered my
education in history, earning a M.A. in history
with a concentration in living history in museum
studies. It was here that I learned the technique
of designing exhibits.
Back to my class preparation for the week of
conference. I thought that one of the ways to
teach the students church history was to make
exhibits and exhibit boards that they could look
at and learn from…sort of like a museum. I
purposely chose the art room of CPRS so I could
have all the tables for the exhibits and for class
work. The results were rewarding, not only for
me but for the students who came to my class
and to the parents and
conference visitors that
came to see the exhibits.
Each student had a
notebook with handouts
and worksheets on the
various topics, plus they
read from the scriptures.

very positive. I believe the Lord led me to teach
this topic of church history because many of our
young people do not know our church history,
as it goes much deeper in meaning than what
is taught in a Sunday school quarterly. It is
something that constantly needs to be studied,
just like repeating over and over studying the
scriptures for a better and clearer meaning and
understanding. If you don’t know the history
of the Church, then you cannot understand the
Doctrine and Covenants and the direction that
was given to the Church through the Prophet
Joseph Smith Jr and his successors. I believe
the week was a success and that the students
returned to their various congregations with
a better understanding of the heritage of the
Church established on April 6, 1830.
The history of the Church continues to this day.
It is our challenge on which way we direct our
history with the guidance from the events of
the past. Remember, history always seems to
repeat itself. We have a wonderful future with
the promises of the building up of the Kingdom
of Zion, the building of the Temple, and the
coming of our wonderful Savior, Jesus Christ.
What a wonderful day in the history of the
Church that will be!

I felt like I was on a
cloud all week as I
shared aspects of church
history, why things and
events happened, and
where we are going or
supposed to be going as
the Church. The response
from the students was
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Reflecting on the
Past but Moving
Forward
By Seventy Frank Dippel
Morgantown, West Virginia

I was called to the office of seventy
I nand1982,ordained
to that office in October 1982.
There were several seventy presented to World
Conference that year, including Brother Richard
Neill, and there are still a few others active in the
Restoration. I believe Richard and I were in the
third quorum. We were sitting near each other
in the 1984 quorum meetings. Our quorum was
meeting in the Stone Church annex at that time.

We were told in the morning conference session
that there had been a document (Section 156)
given and to report to our meeting place. I arrived
a bit ahead of the others, and there were a few of
us sitting in the room assigned to our quorum. A
fellow seventy from another quorum struck his
head in the door and said, “Brothers, I understand
that they are not going to present open communion
(that was a big relief),” but he continued, “You
may have problems from the women serving it.”
He got a big smile on his face and said,” See you
later.” We laughed, and the Brothers continued to
gather.
The head of the quorum read the document, and
it was difficult to understand its purpose. I began
to reflect on how this would affect our ministry,
as well as the Church. Brother Richard and I were
sitting across from each other, and by the look on
his face, one could see this was a hard thing to
bear, not only for him but for several of us.
In 1988, I felt it was necessary to request a release
from the seventy and return to the eldership. The
Church was taking a new direction, and I did not
like the idea of having to force change upon other
Saints. I had in our region a very dictatorial and
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demanding regional administer. He and I did not
agree on entirely anything. He had the attitude,
“Its my way or the highway.” I chose the latter.
The next sixteen years, I ministered only in the
Morgantown Branch and no where else. In 2004,
we went to the Kirtland reunion. That reunion was
a great blessing, and I look forward to it every year.
I became acquainted with several Brothers and
Sisters from the Independence area and became
very close friends. There had been established
monthly meetings in our region, and they now
included the Morgantown Branch.
In 2011, Brother Paul Gage notified the Saints of
a change in the Elder’s Conference in the Center
Place to become a reunion and conference. My
wife and I attended. It was fantastic. What a Spirit!!
What a blessing!! The In-Town Reunion has been
held at the Waldo Branch, since its inception, and
this year set new records for attendance. It is a
wonderful week. The preaching, classes, meals,
music, and fellowship are extremely well done. It
is a Spirit-filled week, and what a lift it provides.
Some Brothers and I had been discussing the
seventy, and they had felt I should request
reinstatement for several years now. I was always
concerned that I had taken that mantle off and
should not take it back up. We discussed my
reasons and the fact that the Church then would
have taken it anyway. These discussions went on
for several years, and I still was never sure. This
year was/is different.
Brother Richard called, and during the
conversation, he lamented the fact that there were
but a few seventy left. This is a pattern among
several priesthood offices, and these ministries
will soon be lost if the Saints and Church do not
order themselves. This statement seemed to bore
deeply into my heart and was very pronounced
when conference/reunion began. One of the first
things that happened was, I was asked to assist in
the Sunday morning service at Waldo. This was
a new opportunity for me and was very special.
Then Sunday evening, Brother Richard presented
a wonderful spiritual sermon which included a
map of the wilderness and the forty-year journey

of the tribes of Israel. These events seemed to
weigh even heavier on my heart. These thoughts
of being lost without leadership is a scary scenario
that could happen. At the conclusion of the
sermon, Brother Brian Mundy felt lead to share
some verses from Ezekiel 37 beginning around
verse 4. This is the prophecy of the dry bones. This
was amazingly powerful for me, and I once again
believed God had directed me to this scripture,
and it had meaning for me. In particular, I was
not to become as the dry bone not functioning
but actively ministering in His Name, take up the
mantle and “cover thy bones” and begin again.

CRE 2019
Conference

The next morning, upon entering the Waldo branch,
a Brother came to me and said, “Brother Frank, I
have been instructed to pray for you these last six
months, and I feel the Lord would have you know
you are not done. The Lord has a greater work for
you to do.” Now I was truly convicted in my heart,
and the task was laid out before me. I approached
Brother Richard, and he suggested we meet with
Brother Juan Reyes, a Brother seventy. The three
of us met together and had prayer also. The Spirit
confirmed that it was time for me to transform
my ministry and take up once again the office of
seventy. The quorum of seventy presented it to the
conference of elders including four high priests,
and it was accepted and passed unanimously.

conference. Over the course of the week, the men
met in session for four days as well as meeting
for a Friday sharing service.

This was one the most spiritual times in my life.
The approval process was much more spiritual
then the actual ordination back in 1982. I am so
very grateful for all the Brothers’ testimonies and
belief in the working of the Spirit in this event.
Now to move forward is the challenge. I am sure
the Lord will lay out what He would like done,
how to go about the task, and places I need to
bring ministry. The past two years have been a
period of reconstruction in my life. The Lord,
my family, and my Church family have battled
through nerve damage in my leg, illness because
of lack of elements in my body, and spine surgery.
I just pray I am finally getting over the hump, so
to speak. I’m able to preach again with the Lord’s
assistance and looking forward to ministering
again in other areas. Please continue to pray for
me and my ministry. I sure would love to get off
the canes so I can carry my own baggage.

By Conference Secretary
Elder David Joyce
Wadestown, West Virginia

elders were seated at the 2019
S eventy-five
Conference of Restoration Elders’ June

Elder Vim Horn chaired the conference and
welcomed reports from the various CRE Councils
and Missionary Boards. The elders and guests in
attendance bore testimony of a wonderful spirit
which accompanied the news of activities and
ministry that had taken place throughout the
past year. What a beautiful atmosphere ushered
in the week’s business as we joined together and
listened to ongoing and upcoming programs and
projects that will undoubtedly have a positive
impact on the lives of Saints and friends around
the world.
The conference approved a budget for the 2019
reunion/conference week of $11,340 (which was
met through reunion offerings) as well as the CRE
2020 budget of $74,400. Several major points of
business were brought to the floor by the various
quorums and councils. Those items of business
included the Reestablishment of the “Youth
Missionary Corp” (YMC), which harks back to
the 1990s as a program to facilitate opportunity
for youth witness. This included financial
support of $25,000 from the CRE to help fund the
YMC. Another major piece of business was that
the CRE support the establishment of “Freedom
Stewardship Ministries,” a program of debt
reduction for individuals within the branches
of the Church. Details on these programs are
available in the conference minutes as well as in
upcoming articles in Tidings of Zion.
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In addition to approving officers and members
to serve on the CRE Councils, the conference
approved three other legislative items. First that
the CRE donate $10,000 to support the Center
Place Restoration School (CPRS) matching funds
project toward sanctuary renovation at the CPRS
site. The CRE would also extend the lease on
the office space it was using for an additional
two years at its current rate. Finally, the Youth
Council would direct its focus on ministry to
areas outside the Center Place and be composed
of members from regions in those geographic
areas.
The elders present in attendance on Tuesday
were privileged to show approval of a motion
recognizing Elder Frank Dippel as a seventy in
the Church based on his ordination in 1982. There
was some explanation by Seventy Richard Neill
about why Brother Frank was led in the late 1980s
to part ways with the RLDS leadership in respect
to this office as he was unable to support many
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of the programs and direction of the Church at
that time. Like many in the Restoration who
trace their priesthood authority to a time prior
to silencing, etc. from the world church, there
was great joy and a tremendous outpouring of
the Spirit as many testimonies were shared along
with a show of support recognizing Frank’s
ministry in the office of seventy.
There seemed to be no distinction between the
objectives of the conference and the objectives
of the entire reunion experience as we moved
seamlessly from business to worship under the
theme “Be Ye Transformed.” A great big “Thank
You” to those who spent uncounted hours
preparing for and listening to the leadings of the
Spirit in making this reunion/conference week
an uplifting and encouraging experience for all
who attended. We look forward to gathering
together again with the Saints on June 21, 2020,
for our next In-Town Reunion and Conference.
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From the
Treasurer of
the Conference
of Restoration
Elders (CRE)

Conference Approves
Creation of Youth
Missionary Corps
Ray and Rene Lane

By Elder Ray Lane, CRE Treasurer
Sibley, Missouri

B rothers and Sisters,

We have completed a week of fellowship and
business at the Restoration Branch Family
Reunion/Conference of Restoration Elders. We
were blessed with many excellent services and
classes along with the fellowship of the Brothers
and Sisters.
A couple of the financial matters that were
addressed were to put $25,000 in the Youth
Missionary Corp fund that moved to reinstate
this endeavor. Also, $10,000 was contributed
to CPRS for the renovation of the lighting and
seating in the sanctuary.
A budget for the year was passed in the
amount of $74,400, with $33,800 set aside for
the Publication Council for the publication and
mailing of the Tidings of Zion. The rest of the
budget is for the everyday operation of the CRE,
rent, maintenance, supplies, and the different
council programs.
With the amount contributed to CPRS and placed
in the Youth Missionary Corp fund, it leaves a
balance less than the amount to cover the budget
for the year. That is, if no contributions were
received.
Thank you for your needed support. May God
continue to guide you and bless your lives.
Ray Lane
CRE Treasurer
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By Elder Tom Mitchell
Independence, Missouri
the summer CRE conference, a
D uring
resolution passed establishing the Youth
Missionary Corps with a $25,000 fund balance
with an external fund donation match when the
first youth missionaries are approved and begin
training hopefully this year. Several young men
have shown interest but no team has been formed
at this time.

The advisory board who has been meeting
through the year to propose the Youth Missionary
Corps (YMC) resolution to the conference met
recently and elected a seven-member board of
Jeff Anger, Aaron Bailey, Aaron Smith, Brian
Mundy, Shaun Turner, Richard Neill, and Tom
Mitchell who currently serves as the liaison
representative to the Coordinating Council. The
board is recommending the YMC be organized
under the Evangelism Council of the CRE with
close ties to the Youth Council.
Missionary location sites and area mentors are
being researched as applicants continue to apply.
A training class curriculum is being established
to prepare for the training session before the
teams are sent out into the field.
Interested young men out of high school are
encouraged to apply. Please contact Tom Mitchell
at mitchell@ucmo.edu for more information or
apply online at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YMC-App
licationForm

Erie Beach Younger Youth
Camp (July 14-20, 2019)
By Camp Director Betty Lou Newman
Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada
and blessed we all are to be able
H owto special
come to such an incredible example of

God’s creation with a beautiful piece of land on
the shore of one of God’s wonders, Lake Erie—
living away from the world with our only focus
being to serve God and learn more of His ways
and devoting all our efforts to praising God. All
ages were willing to leave the comforts of home
to devote an entire week to becoming more like
Jesus.” (excerpt taken from Riley Hall’s note in
the camp log)
This is the setting for the twenty-seven people
who gathered at Erie Beach, Ontario, Canada,
from eight branches for the twenty-seventh
annual youth camp. The daily song “Somebody’s
Knocking At Your Door” connected to the
scripture theme from Luke 11:10, “Knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.”
The goal in every activity was to help each one
recognize that Jesus is their best friend and to
learn how to develop that friendship. Praying,
listening, repenting, serving, and studying were
topics of discussion. The story and poem If Jesus
Came To My House was read and discussed.

Besides the formal learning, knowledge was
increased by completing sticker scripture quizzes,
listening to scripture CDs, singing scriptures
and hymns, and getting “zapped” with exciting
accounts from the scriptures. The prayer rock
activity and campfire closing testimonies were
additional learning experiences. Reading material
for the week for younger youth was the book
More Precious Than Gold, and for the young adults,
Stand Tall by Louise Wrigley. So much to absorb,
to take home, and put into practice.
Besides all that has been mentioned, we have the
memories of large and small waves, hammers
and saws, gourmet dishes, and daily walks.
As “Grandpa” Riley stated, “How special and
blessed we all were.” Thank you for the prayerful
support for camp. Our next service project is
“Light a House” sponsored by ARM.
Testimony From a Camper at Erie Beach Camp
(Anna - London, Ontario)
Prayer—the one thing we
all need to do. A way to
get closer to God, a way
to build our faith, and this
week, that is exactly what
we did. A few months
back, I was too tied up in
video games. I forgot to
study the scriptures, pray,
or fast. I hung out with friends that talked about
bad things. But after this week, I have learned
how to stop and overcome those sins. We made
a “prayer rock” and that helped to remind me to
pray. How it works is you put it on your pillow,
and when you lay your head down to go to bed,
it hits you on the head and you remember to
pray. When you’re done, you put it on the floor.
When you wake up, you step on it and remember
to pray. That has been a great start to my good
habit of praying. Studying the scriptures is a lot
more important than I thought because of how
much faith you can gain, how much more you
can understand God’s word, and how much
closer you can get to Him. This week taught me
so much, and I was so glad to be here this year. I
can’t wait to be a better Christian!
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The Erie Beach
Experience
By Alicia Lavigne
Stoney Creek, Ontario,
Canada

July, I was invited by a friend of mine
T histopast
help out with the kids at the Erie Beach

Youth Camp in Ontario, Canada. What a blessing
that was! I had been invited a handful of times over
the years, and this year I didn’t think I would be
able to make it again as I had lots of appointments
scheduled for that week, but after much prayer and
a few phone calls, my schedule was cleared, and I
set my travel plans. A couple days before I was to
leave, my mom decided she would take my younger
brothers for the first few days of camp as well. So
I revised my travel plans to go to camp with them
and then come home at the end of the week myself.
They made a great addition to the camp!
The camp week was jam-packed with classes,
songs, lessons, and fun activities. The camp was
a youth camp, and I love kids, so my favourite
experience was being paired with a young child
to help them during classes, activities, and during
reading time. It brought me such joy to help
God’s precious little ones to learn about Him.
One particular moment that was really special
to me was when my young friend and I were
reading a testimony book together and we came
across a section where the laying on of hands was
being performed. We paused so we could share
experiences and talk about just how awesome our
God is! Children are so precious and pure, and
it brings my heart joy like no other to see a child
know and accept without a doubt that God is real
and all-powerful and that He loves them.
Another moment that was really meaningful to me
was having some of the young girls at camp feel that
they could trust and confide in me the things that
were bothering them and to seek counsel. It made
me really happy to be able to share experiences
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and connect with them, but most importantly, to
share how our Heavenly Father helps us when we
need it.
The Lord blesses us in so many ways every day,
and when we all come together, whether at a camp,
reunion, retreat, church, or just a get-together,
those blessings magnify greatly.

A Testimony of How God
Speaks to You Through Others
By Abigail Sebulsky
Point Marion, Pennsylvania

I

was born and raised in this church. I am a
sixth generation, but to me, church was just
something I did because it’s what I was raised
doing, and I went with my parents. In 2007, my
family and I decided we’d go to the Temple Grove
church camp in Transfer, Pennsylvania. I was only
four years old, but I had such a great time that I
wanted to go back the next year.
Camp was something I always looked forward to
every year. But for me, church camp wasn’t anything
special yet because I did not have my own personal
testimony. I was more excited to hang out with the
other kids and play games with my friends. I didn’t
spend much time in prayer or study at camps. Over
the years, I’ve gotten close with many of the youth
at Temple Grove. There were probably about nine
or ten of us who really got close and formed a bond.
Over the years, several of the members of the group
just stopped coming to church camp or just left the
church in general.
Like in the parable of the sower, we should all be
striving to be that of good ground.
Luke 8:15, “But that which fell on the good ground
are they, who receive the word in an honest and
good heart, having heard the word, keep what they
hear, and bring forth fruit with patience.”
This past summer at church camp, the group was

down to me and five other members. I still just
came, though, to have fun and enjoy the week
with just those five others. The first night we had
a campfire. We all kind of goofed off a little and
didn’t really sing a lot of the songs. We all would
just sing and laugh at random stuff. The second
night, they announced campfire was going to be
inside because some of the people couldn’t make
it outside to enjoy the campfire. So my five friends
and I decided we weren’t going to campfire. We’d
just skip and go the next night when it was outside
again.
Then the third night, they said campfire would be
inside again due to rain. Two others and I talked
about how much we’d rather have the campfire
outside and didn’t like having it inside. So again, we
all decided to skip campfire and do our own thing
and just hang out and chat. Except one member of
our group decided he was going to go to campfire.
He saw us all sitting at the same table we all sat at
the night before and thought, “Should I invite them
to campfire or not?” He decided he’d just leave the
decision up to us, and he went to the campfire.
About fifteen minutes later, a lady came out with a
young toddler who was getting tired and needed to
go to sleep. She saw us sitting at the little table and
asked if we were having our own little campfire.
Then she saw us all on our phones, laughing at
stuff that had nothing to do with church. She kind
of got upset and said, “You know, it would be nice
if you came to campfire tomorrow night.” She then
began to say how we are the next generation of the
Church and how the younger kids look up to us.
I’ve personally heard that before, but it never really
meant anything to me until that evening. She began
to say how she didn’t even know where her other
two kids were, but she knew they didn’t come
to campfire that night. She said that evening at
campfire, there were probably about seven young
children there, and the rest were adults. Something
about her saying these things to us really touched
me, and I began to cry. That evening, the Spirit of the
Lord touched me as I realized none of the younger
youth wanted to come to campfire because of the
example we were setting for them. I knew I needed
to become a better servant of the Lord! Later that
evening after campfire, we all decided to go back
to her and apologize for setting such a bad example
for the younger ones.

The next morning, which was Wednesday, we
split up for prayer and testimony services. The
women, men, and youth had their own services.
We all decided we were going to stand up and say
something at our service and set a better example
for the children. So, myself and two others shared
part of what happened the previous night. The
other two said prayers. That evening we all said
we were going to campfire no matter where it was.
We all sang and had a wonderful time praising the
Lord with our voices. After the campfire, one young
man shared a testimony, and several others decided
to share testimonies as well. It was so spiritual that
nobody wanted to leave. It was getting really late,
so a lot of the adults began to leave, and suddenly
it was mostly just youth there. We all just continued
to share in testimony.
Usually after campfire, those five others and I
would go somewhere in private and hang out
and do our own thing. But instead, we went into
the middle room of the lodge where we were all
staying and approximately seventeen of us decided
to continue our fellowship. Hanging out with all
those kids was so much fun to me, even if it was
to do something as simple as to be there and share
with one another.
So from now on, I’m not looking forward to coming
to church camp just to have fun. I’m looking
forward to worshiping and praising the Lord with
all of my family and friends. For all the youth who
might read this, remember we are not just the next
generation of the Lord’s Church. Our hope and
desire should be that we are the generation to bring
about the cause of Zion, and we need to share our
testimonies with others so we can let our light shine
and let others know about God and His Church.
3 Nephi 5:63 “Therefore let your light so shine
before this people, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
May we all continue to let our light shine unto the
world for the Lord.
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Zion Let Your Light Shine Forth
- Buckner Restoration VCS
By Courtney Farrell
Buckner, Missouri

W

hat an honor and humbling privilege to prepare
for Vacation Church School this year. It was
a joyful, spiritually uplifting experience to work
alongside other Saints giving of their God-given gifts
and talents to bring about ministry for our youth.
The experience truly emulated a Zionic community.
Every day we started with worship led by a different
priesthood member. Monday, Justin Jones provided
encouraging words on praising God while we
patiently wait upon Him to answer our prayers.
Our story that day was Abraham and Sarah being
blessed with Isaac. Tuesday, Bill Ormsbee discussed
the story of Elijah and the chariot of fire. We focused
on the power of God’s might and our purpose.
Wednesday, Ed Turner came in his police uniform,
comparing his physical uniform to the armor of God
while discussing that God protects and provides for
His people. Our story was the 2,000 sons of Helaman.
Thursday, Steve Willey shared beautiful personal
testimonies and that of Arthur Oakman seeing
one of the three Nephites. Our story that day was
about Joseph Smith and the powerful experiences
at the Kirtland Temple. Friday, Mike Estle brought
the worship on the promise to the pure in heart.
We discussed Enoch and the return of Zion.
During our closing ceremony, each child inserted a
light bulb that he/she had previously decorated to a
strand of lights that displayed how our lights shine
brighter together. Our humble prayer for our little
buds of promise and all Saints, as we faithfully wait
for the return of our precious Savior Jesus Christ, is:
ZION LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE FORTH!

Church of Jesus
Christ Buckner RB
Reunion 2019 at
Odessa Hills
Campground
By Stephanie Turner
Independence, Missouri

T heme: The “Admonition”

O my people, saith the Spirit, Hear the word of
God today. Be not slothful but obedient; tis the
world’s momentous day! Unto honor I have called
you—Honor great as angels know; Heed ye, then, a
Father’s counsel, And by deeds your purpose show.
1

Time is ripe! My work must hasten! Who-so will
may bide the hour. Naught can harm whom God
protecteth—Elements confess his power. Up ye,
then, to the high places I have bid you occupy! Peril
waits upon the heedless, Grace upon the souls who
try!
2

Love ye me and love all people—Love as I have
loved you; This your calling—this my purpose—
Thus be my disciples true. Then in this exalted
station, Your companion I will be; Every promise
of my Scriptures Will be verified in thee.
3

Get ye up then to your mountain, Zion of this
closing day! For the glory of my coming Waits
to break upon your way! Forth from thence your
testimony Shall to trembling nations go, And the
world confess that with you God has residence
below. Amen.
4

As I reflect upon our past reunion, I am filled with
wonder and delight! Our God is so magnificent!
Our theme this year was a few verses from the
hymn “Admonition.” I appreciated the theme
being a hymn. Music and the words of songs can
bring so much comfort to one’s soul and be inviting
of the Lord’s Spirit.
Our week consisted of the typical activities…
swimming and canoeing, but we also shared
together in a special flag-raising service on the
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Fourth of July and even enjoyed some friendly
competition during our fishing derby! Throughout
the week, I recognized a unified effort to build
deeper relationships with each other and the Saints
trying to put the words of the “Admonition” into
practice. I witnessed everyone working together,
visiting more often, and laughing together through
late evening Boggle games! But the best times spent
together were during our worship services in the
tabernacle, even on Thursday evening, the Fourth
of July, when the storm clouds unloaded what
seemed to be a never-ending downpour. It was as
if the Lord was encouraging us to move near to
one another because we had to pull our chairs in
closer together. It was also very difficult to hear
our speaker that evening, but it caused us to listen
more intently to the message. The words from the
“Admonition” (vs. 2 line 2) rang true that evening.
“Naught can harm whom God protecteth—
Elements confess his power!” Each of our evening
speakers brought wonderful messages, and our
daily prayer services were extra special too.
As our week progressed, other hymns became subthemes for our reunion. One was “Abide With Me,”
and the other was “I’m Pressing on the Upward
Way” (“Higher Ground.”) It was such an uplifting
week! There was a common desire on building
relationships with each other, and I felt a strong
sense of unity among the Saints. It was beautiful!
As the Children’s Youth Director for reunion, part of
my responsibility was finding people to do a chapel
for the youth each day. I tried to focus on using a
priesthood member to fill that responsibility. This
year I was more intentional about those I selected.
I desired to have men whom I hadn’t called on for
that task before. One priesthood member I was
considering had recently been ordained to the
office of elder. He was excited and passionate about
this responsibility. He has such a strong desire to
serve the Lord in any way he can. I appreciated his
willingness to participate in this opportunity to
bring a chapel to the youth one day that week.
Before reunion, he discussed with me some
struggles he was having in his preparations for this
responsibility—trying to make what he wanted to
share work for three different age groups. He so
strongly desired to please the Lord in this duty.
The morning he was to teach his chapel, I was
awakened early by a song in my head, “Abide
With Me.” I remember lying in bed, thinking how

strange it was that I would have THAT song in my
head. It comes from the blue hymnal, which I wasn’t
aware of at the time and which our congregation
mostly just uses during our reunions. I continued
to let those words and the tune repeat in my mind
as I made my preparations for the day and our
upcoming prayer service that morning.
Before our prayer services begin, a few of the
women and young ladies prepare to invite the
Spirit by singing some hymns. Brenda Williams
has a wonderfully organized list of hymns in her
journal that we would choose from each morning.
This particular morning, she whispered to me
to choose a hymn. I began searching the list for
“Abide With Me” since it had been on my mind all
morning, but I didn’t see it. At this time, I wasn’t
aware that it was in the blue hymnal, but I flipped
to the back to see if I could find it. I did, and it was
the first hymn we sang that morning. While we
were singing this hymn, the elder doing the chapel
that day, the same one who had been struggling
with what to bring the youth, arrived and found
his place in the tabernacle for the service.
During the testimony portion of the service, he
stood and shared that he had been awakened that
morning early with “Abide With Me” on his mind.
As he arrived on the campground, before coming
to the tabernacle, he prayed and asked the Lord
to help him. He also asked that the preparations
he had made for that day would be pleasing to the
Lord. As he headed to the tabernacle that morning,
“Abide With Me” was being sung, and this was
confirmation to him that the Lord was with him.
I have no doubt that the Lord orchestrated that day
by awakening both of us with the same song in our
heads. This was done because of my responsibilities
in choosing those who would minister to our youth,
and it would be a confirmation to this elder that
the Lord was indeed pleased with his preparations.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place!
“Abide With Me” (Verses 3 and 4)
I need thy Spirit every passing hour; what but
thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? Who like
thyself my guide and stay can be? Through cloud
and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
3

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; Ills have
no weight, and tears no bitterness. Where is death’s
sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still if
thou abide with me. Amen.
4
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Sermon Notes from
POZ Summer Series
Youth Service at
Waldo Restoration
Branch, August 2019
By Priest Samuel Jordison
Independence, Missouri

B

e Valiant

Valiant is defined as having courage or determination. When thinking of our roles as spiritual warriors,
the attribute of valiance is as important as any.
In the 20th chapter of Alma, we learn of a man
named Moroni who, at twenty-five years old, was
given command of the entire Nephite army. Moroni
was a righteous man and throughout the book
of Alma shows his love for the Lord. In the 21st
chapter, a man by the name of Amalickiah desires
to be king and lures many people to follow him.
He flatters some of the Saints and leads part of the
Church away by promising them positions of power
once he becomes king. The Scriptures point out that
much wickedness is done because of just one man
(Alma 21:37). But while there was a wicked man
who would cause a large amount of trouble, God
had a man who would bring much righteousness to
the Nephites: Moroni.
Moroni hears about the ideas Amalickiah has and
writes his testimony and call to battle on his coat. He
calls it the Title of Liberty (Alma 21:41). He puts on
his armor and marches through the streets, calling
anyone who will also remember the Title of Liberty
to march with him. Inspired, the people put
on their armor and come running to parade
with him, saying they will fight for God,
their rights and liberty, and their families.
The Title of Liberty is then raised on every
Nephite tower.
It reminds them why they will defend
themselves against the Lamanites and what
they fight for. They will remember the things
God has done for them and, with that, know
the things he will continue to do for them if

28 Tidings of Zion

they are righteous.
Like Moroni, we are called to be strong and
courageous, leading others out of a world of
wickedness and back to a memory of our God. Like
that Title of Liberty on every tower throughout the
land, our own testimony, the things we say and do,
should point others to Him as well. We should strive
to be spiritual warriors who are valiant, standing
strong in the world.
Persevere
Not every moment of our lives is spent in spiritual
highs where being valiant is easy. Camps, reunions,
and retreats offer us a chance to escape the oftenworldly environments. Even at those camps and
reunions, we may see others having wonderful
experiences which we are not a part of. In my senior
year at camp, I remember seeing those younger than
me sharing testimonies they were having within the
week. I hadn’t even felt His Spirit, and I wondered
why God was skipping over me.
In times when we feel low or unfulfilled, it’s hard to
find motivation to do the things God has asked us to
do. We might ask ourselves, “How can I be valiant
with my testimony if I don’t have one?” or “How
can we tell of Jesus if I don’t see Him interacting
in my life?” Isaiah 65:1 tells us that He is found by
those who seek after Him. What does it mean to seek
after Jesus?
In the book of Luke, we see Mary and Joseph do just
that. They have literally lost Jesus after the Passover
feast. For three days, they seek after Him, only to
find Him in the temple, teaching the people there.
Mary and Joseph are upset, but Jesus tells them they
should have known where He was. They should’ve
known He would be about His Father’s business.

In times when we feel low, unfulfilled, or
disappointed in how things are going, we need to
turn to Jesus. We will find Him by taking part in the
same work that He is doing. The work of His Father.
As spiritual warriors, we are called to persevere
through the tough times. While the thought of
“work” when you are beaten down and tired sounds
like the last thing you want to do, Christ tells us that
His yoke is easy to bear. The work of the Kingdom
offers us a chance to see God’s hand moving in
others’ lives and, because of that, moving in our
own. We all need to persevere.
Be One Under Him
No matter how strong the soldier is, he or she must
follow the orders they were given. They also must
work together with others. It is the same for us as
spiritual warriors. We need to look to our leader,
Christ, and make sure we work together with others
to follow His commands.
As a church, we have segregated into branches we
feel comfortable in and have allowed backbiting and
gossip to come between us and the other branches
we don’t, even if they believe the same things we do.
That backbiting and gossip has not pushed us closer
to Christ but has taken us further away from his
commands to love others and be one. The division
that starts between different branches seeps into the
branch, and then it continues into our families. This is
the reason our testimony of Christ matters so much.
A single person who runs the race toward Christ can
inspire those around them to do the same, leaving
those things that hold us back and cause division.
Hebrews 12:1-2 reminds us that when we decide to
follow after Christ, our testimony will be seen by
others. When looking at those around us, we see our
witnesses. As a challenge, I have three questions for
you to ask those who are close to you, whether that
be your children, spouse, or close friend.
First ask them, “Do you know my testimony of Jesus
Christ?” If they say yes, ask them to tell it to you. If
they are able to tell you why you follow Christ, ask
them, “Is there any way my life could reflect that
testimony even more?”
There is a strength that comes to people when
they are able to look up to someone and see Christ
working in their life. Let us strive to get rid of those
things that dim our testimony, that keep us from
being one and being His.

CENTER PLACE RESTORATION SCHOOL

THANK YOU!!! THANK YOU!!!
SPECIAL MATCHING FUND
DRIVE WAS A SUCCESS!

September 1992, Restoration Branches
S ince
and the Saints from across the nation and

particularly in the Center Place have responded to
the call to help support Center Place Restoration
School. This year, a unique opportunity was
offered for a matching funds drive, which is
explained below. Every dollar given was matched
100%.
This year’s matching fund drive was two-tiered.
In the first stage, the monies donated up to $27,500
were to be used for CPRS’ operating fund. This is
critical to meeting our operating budget that covers
paying teacher salaries, utilities, extracurricular
activities, and everything else that you’ve come
to know and love about our program here. The
second stage was matched dollar for dollar up
to an additional $20,000 that will go directly to
building renovation. We are excited to announce
a program to renovate our sanctuary/auditorium,
and this will help us to begin Phase One.
We JUST went over the goal for our matching
fund drive. Thanks to the many Restoration
Branches nationwide, CRE, POZ, and numerous
Saints who donated. We are now able to start on
the first of three phases to renovate the sanctuary/
auditorium. Over $60,000 has been donated. We
look forward to beginning some much-needed
renovation of the facility.
We have had a successful start to the school
year with enrollment topping 200. Our two

Tidings of Zion 29

new
computer
science
classes,
middle
school
and high school,
have gotten off
to an excellent
beginning.
The
curriculum
for
these classes is
provided at no
cost by Microsoft through the TEALS program.
Many new things are happening because of your
prayers and support. CPRS has been blessed.
We hope you’ll prayerfully consider how you may
be able to continue to assist with the school, as it is
a great blessing for all those involved.
HOW CAN I SUPPORT THE MINISTRY OF CPRS?
I.

Please keep us in your prayers at all times.
The Lord has blessed the school throughout
the years because of the prayers of the Saints.

II. By donating to:
1. Operating Fund - only 46% of operating
expenses are covered by tuition. The remainder
is covered by donations and fundraisers.
2. Student assistance/Adopt a student fund
- This helps those students who are in need
and unable to pay full tuition.
3. Sanctuary/Auditorium renovation fund - We
have started the first of three phases.
4. Center Place Educational Fund (CPEF) - CPEF
is an endowment fund that annually donates
the earnings from the fund to CPRS. The fund
will often give a college scholarship to
deserving seniors. If you have an interest in
establishing CPEF or CPRS as a beneficiary in
your estate planning, attorney Paul Davis
(816) 254-0444 has offered a free consultation
to answer your questions on estate planning.

Calendar of Events
CMRB Fall Youth Retreats
Theme: “I am the good shepherd; the good
shepherd giveth his life for his sheep”
						
~ John 10:11
DATES
Older Youth Retreat
November 15th-17th
7 pm Friday to 1 pm Sunday
Directors: Sean and Rachel O’Keefe
Senior High Retreat
October 11th-13th
7 pm Friday to 1 pm Sunday
Directors: Jeff and Shelly Morrison
Junior High Retreat
October 25th-27th
7 pm Friday to 1 pm Sunday
Directors: Mark and Nikki McCormick
Junior Retreat
October 19th-20th
9 am Saturday to 1 pm Sunday
Directors: Jared and Katie Mulheron

2019 CMRB Senior High Camp

You may donate by cash, check, or using the
PayPal button at www.cprsgoldeneagles.com. If
you have questions or you would like someone
to come to your congregation to discuss CPRS,
please feel free to call me. Thank you for your
prayerful support of CPRS.
In Gospel Bonds, Elder Dan Schoenemann
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2019 CMRB Older Youth Camp

Announcements:

individuals are already doing this, and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.” Mailing information is inside the front cover.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. All contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Stewardship is the response of my people to the
ministry of my Son, and is required alike of all those
who seek to build the Kingdom. D&C 147:5 a.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. Please note the article, in this
issue, from Ray Lane, CRE Treasurer. Tidings of Zion
currently goes into 4400 homes around the world,
including 48 states of the USA, as well as Australia,
Canada, England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya,
Mexico, Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the
United Kingdom.

SHARE WITH US!

Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Kenya and the northern island of Luzon and
southern island of Mindanao in the Philippines. The
copies of Tidings of Zion are then distributed by the
ministers to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If every family that receives the Tidings
of Zion would donate $20.00 each year, it would
easily cover the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some

2019 Leadership Camp

LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
Buckner, MO RB
Central Florida RB
Garden City, MI RB
Oak Grove, MO RB
Oakwood, MI RB
Waldo Avenue RB

sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
www.bucknerrb.org
centralfloridarestoration.com
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
www.ogrb.org/video.html
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

********** NOTICE:

2019 Temple Grove Youth

THE CRE OFFICE HAS BEEN MOVED **********

TO 1551 N. COURTNEY ROAD, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 64050.
The mailing address is still the same, however: PO Box 4085, Independence, MO 64051.
This is 3-4 miles north of CPRS/Waldo via Liberty St. and Kentucky Road.
CONTACT VIM HORN OR RICHARD NEILL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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