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Charity: The Pure
Love of Christ
By William “Vim” Horn
Sibley, Missouri

of years ago my work brought me
A number
into the home of an older Baptist minister.

As I waited with him for his wife and daughter
to join us, we struck up a conversation centering
around the gospel of Christ. I don’t recall how I
came to read the last part of the seventh chapter
of Moroni from my three in one scriptures, but
I did. As I read the words of Mormon to him I
noticed a look of interest and puzzlement come
over his face. After I finished reading, he said to
me that what had been read was very true and
insightful, but he didn’t recall where it was in
the Bible. I explained to him that what I had read
was contained in the Book of Mormon. I could
sense a change in the conversation at that point,
and as his daughter and wife entered the room,
he quickly excused himself.
This experience taught me that the Book of
Mormon contains many insights into the gospel
of Christ and that its words have the power
to affect those who hear them. One of these
precious insights has to do with part of what
I was discussing with the Baptist minister,
the concept of charity. The Book of Mormon
reinforces the importance and centrality of
charity, as reflected in I Corinthians 13, but it also
brings the unique and precious perspective that
the essence of charity is the pure love of Christ. It
is the importance of this insight into charity, that
is the focus of this article.
John writes that God is love and that love is of
God (I John 4:7, 8, 16). If Christ and God are
one in essence—and they are—then we can
assume that Christ is love or that love is the

essential ingredient of Christ’s nature. This is
important because it means that charity, or love,
is not only something that Christ manifests, but
in a very basic sense, it is who Christ is. The
concept of charity reflects the essence of Christ
and his gospel. This means that charity is such
a fundamental aspect of Christ and his gospel
that without it, the gospel would be bereft of all
meaning.
Charity is so critical that if we are not found
with it at the end, all else does not matter; we are
nothing. And if a man be meek and lowly in heart,
and confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost, that
Jesus is the Christ, he must needs have charity; for
if he have not charity, he is nothing; (Moroni 7:50)
It is so critical that if we desire to serve God, to
participate in the work we must have charity. And
faith, hope, charity, and love, with an eye single to the
glory of God, qualifies him for the work. (Doctrine and
Covenants 4:1e) It is so critical that if we desire
to be part of the kingdom of God we must have
charity. Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there
must be faith, there must also be hope; and if there
must be hope, there must also be charity; and except
ye have charity, ye can in no wise be saved in the
kingdom of God. (Moroni 10:15)
Two of the above scriptures reflect an
interrelationship between faith, hope, and
charity. This article, however, will focus
primarily on the importance of charity. This
is not meant to minimize the importance of
the interrelationship, but rather reflects the
significance and fundamental nature of charity
in and of itself.
As stated, the Book of Mormon defines charity
as the pure love of Christ, which love is perfect and
everlasting. Why is this additional understanding
of charity so important? It’s important because it
inseparably links charity to the power of divine
love, the power which not only saves us, but
when fully embraced, empowers us to be that
which we could never be on our own.
One author, Matthew Richardson, provides the
following insight—Consider how easily society
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embraces forms of godliness while, at the same time,
vehemently opposes any type of connection with God.
Typically society readily accepts the acts of Jesus
Christ—kindness, compassion, promotion of peace,
understanding, and love—but will not acknowledge
any serious connection these acts have with Christ and
His doctrines or precepts. “For many,” wrote Robert
L. Millet, “the doctrine of Christ has been replaced by
the ethics of Jesus.”[6] Thus, some enjoy the “ethical”
aspects of the ministry of Jesus but cannot tolerate
the doctrinal teachings of the divine Christ. In short,
they love the form of godliness but despise the power
thereof, namely, God. It is in this sense that charity
is really little more than a “form of godliness” and is
disconnected from its power—the divine.1)
The disconnect that the author refers to is very
real in our society today and to some extent,
within the body of believers as well. In our
society we have charities established to do all
sorts of “good works” that are not linked with
the power of divine love and do not invite people
to come unto Christ. Disconnecting the concept
of charity from the power of divine love relegates
charity to simply doing acts of love, compassion,
generosity, and kindness for our fellow human
beings. While this is wonderful and good and to
be admired, it does not embrace the fullness and
the power of what charity, the pure love of Christ,
is all about. As we accept the love of Christ in our
lives and allow that love to permeate our souls,
we are changed. And as we love Christ in turn,
our natures, what is important to us and how we
deal with each other and life, become different.
As reflected in Romans 12, we are no longer
conformed to this world, but are transformed by
the renewing of our minds.
Charity is not an ordinary love. It is not an earthly
love. It transcends the kind of love with which
we are most familiar. It is not an act that we do
but is the essence and power by which we are
able to transcend our very natures. It is the power
behind the atonement, and without that love, we
are deeply hindered. Moroni acknowledged this
when he wrote, And again I remember that thou
hast said that thou hast loved the world, even unto
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the laying down of thy life for the world, that thou
mightest take it again to prepare a place for the children
of men. And now I know that this love which thou
hast had for the children of men, is charity; wherefore,
except men shall have charity, they cannot inherit that
place which thou hast prepared in the mansions of thy
Father. (Ether 5:33-34)
As was noted earlier, if we aren’t filled with the
pure love of Christ we are nothing, we aren’t
qualified to participate in the work, and we cannot
be saved in the kingdom of God. Consequently,
there is nothing more imperative than for us to
seek to be filled with this love. In Ephesians 3:19,
the Apostle Paul indicates that the love of Christ
passeth our knowledge. How then do we begin
to understand, associate with, and acquire this
kind of love? The primary means is through
the process of endowment. Endowment in
this instance reflects the process of the Holy
Ghost interacting in our lives to bring to us an
understanding beyond the understanding of the
natural man.
Paul describes this process as follows: But as it
is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him. But God
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the
Spirit searcheth all things yea the deep things of
God ...Now we have received, not the Spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God.
Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. I
Corinthians 2:9,10,12,13
In Romans 5:5 we find this process of endowment
at work when it states that, the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us.
Concerning the acquiring of this charity in our
lives, C. Max Caldwell writes, Charity is not just a
precept or a principle, nor is it just a word to describe
actions or attitudes. Rather, it is an internal condition

that must be developed and experienced in order to be
understood. We are possessors of charity when it is
a part of our nature. People who have charity have a
love for the Savior, have received of his love, and love
others as he does.2)
As we accept Christ in faith, God through the
Holy Ghost endows us with a measure of perfect
love, which love is the pure love of Christ. Moroni
8:29 confirms this: And the first-fruits of repentance
is baptism; and baptism cometh by faith, unto the
fulfilling the commandments; and the fulfilling the
commandments bringeth remission of sins; and the
remission of sins bringeth meekness, and lowliness of
heart; and because of meekness and lowliness of heart,
cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which
Comforter filleth with hope and perfect, love,
which love endureth by diligence unto prayer.
Being endowed with this love is so important
that we are to pray to the Father, with all the
energy of heart that we may be filled with it. Moroni
recognized the importance that we have this love
and prayed unto the Lord that he would give unto
the Gentiles grace, that they might have charity. Ether
5:36
A secondary way of understanding and acquiring
the pure love of Christ is to look at the attributes
or characteristics of Christ as described in the
Scriptures. For the purpose of this article, these
characteristics have been condensed into four
basic attributes.
1. Charity, the pure love of Christ, is everlasting.
Since Christ is eternal, and a fundamental aspect
of his nature is love, then it follows that his love
is eternal and something we can rely on with
full confidence. It existed before the foundation
of creation and will exist beyond it. Because it is
part of the nature of Christ, it is independent and
everlasting.
2. It is universal, not particular. The pure love
of Christ is available to all. The Lord is not
particular, or a respecter of persons, as pertaining
to his love. The Lord calls all people to come

unto him, regardless of race, creed or sex. This
does not mean that the Lord does not select and
use individuals, or a people, to accomplish his
purposes. It simply means that those chosen
for a specific purpose and endowed with a
specific measure of love and understanding are
endowed with such for the purpose of ministry,
not personal gain.
The purpose of endowed love is not to display
that we are special but rather to assist us to
fulfill our responsibility. This does not mean that
his promises are available to all. They are only
available to those who accept him as the risen
Christ and do what he has commanded. However,
it does mean that he loves us regardless of who
we are, or whether we accept who he is.
3. Closely related to the previous attribute—
The pure love of Christ is unconditional and
mature, not dependent on external relationships
or situations. God’s love is not dependent upon
the actions of others. Christ demonstrated this
characteristic with the:
- adulterous woman (John 8); he did not
condemn her but compelled her to come
unto him
- the rich young ruler (Mark 10); he loved him,
and challenged him to follow him
- his dealings with Peter (Matthew 17);
he rebuked him but did not condemn him
- and most importantly he demonstrated this
love on the cross.
It is on, or through, the cross that Christ provides
us with the ultimate demonstration of his
unconditional love.
Christ didn’t die for us because we love him; he
gave his life for us because he loves us, because
of who he is. It is his nature, and as such, it is
something we can count on with our lives. It is
the only thing in this world that we can rely on
to be eternal and unconditional. In spite of what
we do, Christ will always love us. Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
(I John 4: 10-11)
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This, again, does not mean that He doesn’t
require very specific things of us. But rather,
He continually reaches out to us, beckoning
us to come unto Him and partake of this love.
Beckoning us to be endowed with this love
in such a way that our very natures become
transformed, and that we are filled with this love
for Him and for one another. I know this to be
true because I have experienced it in my life
and have seen it in the lives of others. We love
Him because He first loved us.
4. Charity is active. The pure love of Christ
demands action. If you are filled with this type
of love, you are compelled to act when you see
others in need. It may require sacrificial action.
Christ demonstrated this love for us through
tangible actions. The ultimate example again
being that he laid down his life for us. He says
we should respond similarly. Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. (John 15:13) This type of love compels us
to act, not only in our tangible actions towards
one another, but more importantly in our attitude
towards people and situations.
To explain further, the Lord has shown that
where our hearts are, generally our actions will
follow in sincerity. Characteristics of charity
as described in I Corinthians 13 and Moroni 7
represent not only actions but attitudes as well.
As we consider being able to suffer long, be kind,
not envy, not be puffed up, not seek our own, not
be easily provoked, think no evil, and not rejoice
in iniquity, but rejoice in the truth, bear all things,
believe all things, hope all things, endure all
things; we see tangible attributes which challenge
both our attitudes and actions. This type of love
requires the transforming power of the pure love
of Christ to be within us.
Arthur Oakman, in The Meaning of the
Crucifixion, (Sermon, 1956), clearly identifies
that we are powerless to accomplish this on our
own: It is natural for men to be self-centered. It is
supernatural for them to be altruistic. Human nature
as we know it does not have the power in itself to
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exhibit the selfless love which was manifest in Jesus
Christ and was the keynote of His life—was, indeed,
not only the keynote of His life—was the life-giving
power itself to which He sought to give expression.
Human nature as we know it has become corrupt
and cannot inherit the Kingdom. If we are ever to
substitute our righteousness for the righteousness
of God it must be by supernatural means. I’ve said
before and say again, we talk a lot about agency; we
prize and treasure it, as we should. My dear friends,
whatever agency has the power to do for us and
in us, it does not have within itself the power to
deliver us from ourselves. No man can lift himself
off himself, the center. We are free, yes. We are free,
for the origin of our actions is ourselves. But we are
bound hand and foot because from ourselves
there is no deliverance.
We need to pray mightily for the transcendent
power of the pure love of Christ. We need to
pray with all the energy of heart that we may
be filled with it, pray that we may become the
Sons and Daughters of God, pray that we may be
purified, even as He [Christ] is pure, and pray for
that perfect love that casteth out all fear, Charity,
which is everlasting love
Brother Oakman continues: The Crucifixion of our
Lord was a logical, inevitable climax of a life lived
perfectly, freely, in subservience to the love of His
Father. And love is the only power known in the
universe by which a man can retain his agency
and do the will of God. Love is the only power
known by which a man can remain fully free and
surrender his own will. And in Jesus Christ, our
Lord, our human life, yours and mine, was subjected
to the will of the Father. And forever in the midst of
the universe there is a record, a testimony of His love.
As was mentioned earlier, charity is one of the
three principal graces: faith, hope and charity, of
which charity is the greatest. One commentator
addresses this as follows: “Faith fixes on the divine
revelation, and assents to that: hope fastens on future
felicity, and waits for that. But love fastens on the
divine perfections themselves. These will all shine
forth in the most glorious splendors in another world,

and there will love be made perfect; there we shall
perfectly love God. And there we shall perfectly love
one another. When faith and hope are at an end, true
charity will burn forever with the brightest flame.
Where God is to be seen as he is, and face to face, there
charity is in its greatest height - there, and there only,
will it be perfected.”
Charity as a principle, transcends the personal
and puts our faith and hope in the context of the
kingdom. It unifies the body of Christ because it
is the essence of Christ, and it calls us to become
selfless; to obtain unconditional love one towards
another. It is the common denominator needed
between Christians in order for us to become a
people of one heart and one mind. When this
happens, God will call us Zion.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the
greatest of all, for all things must fail; but charity is
the pure love of Christ, and it endureth for ever; and
whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it shall
be well with them. Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart,
that ye may be filled with this love which he hath
bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son
Jesus Christ, that ye may become the sons of God, that
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is, that we may have this hope, that we
may be purified even as he is pure. Amen. (Moroni
7:52-53)
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A Statement from the CRE Leadership
The CRE leadership is issuing the following
statement in regard to the recent development
in Brazil regarding plates similar to the Book of
Mormon plates.
Dear Saints,
The Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
Coordinating Council and the CRE Chairman met
with Bob Moore and Joseph F. Smith on the evening
of November 21, 2017 to hear their testimonies and
report concerning their recent experience in Brazil.
Both men shared their testimony and answered
questions freely. The meeting was cordial and
respectful, and we, the members of the Coordinating
Council and the CRE Chairman, are appreciative of
having had the opportunity to hear from these men
directly. Subsequent to the meeting, the Coordinating
Council and CRE Chairman had an opportunity to
pray about what had been shared, and came together
to discuss the matter on December 19.
The following statement comes from the members
of the Coordinating Council and the CRE Chairman,
and does not reflect the official position of the
Conference since there has been no opportunity for
the elders to gather and consider the matter.
After having prayerfully and carefully considered the
testimonies and report shared by Bob Moore and Joseph
F. Smith concerning their experience in Brazil, while
believing both men to be sincere, we have a number of
serious concerns and questions about what has been
shared. Due to these concerns and questions, and having
no confirmation of the Spirit that what has been shared
is true, we cannot endorse their testimonies at this time.
We will continue to pray that all might be sensitive to the
Lord’s truth concerning this matter, and all other matters
concerning His work in these the latter days.
Sincerely with the Grace of God,
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CRE Chair William “Vim” Horn
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The Importance
of God’s Word
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

I

n today’s world, maybe more than at any other
time in history, mankind is turning away
from anything and everything that has to do with
God, religion, or simply natural vs unnatural, or
good and bad. If a person does not want to believe
in God, or that we are bound to follow God’s
commandments, they just say, “I don’t believe
in a God, if there is one.” In Genesis 5:4 in the
Inspired Version, it reads, “But, behold, also Cain
hearkened not, saying, Who is the Lord, that I
should know him?”
In Jacob 5:23, in the Book of Mormon, Jacob has
been challenged by Sherem to give him a sign.
Jacob answers by saying, “What am I , that I
should tempt God to shew unto thee a sign, in
the things which thou doest knowest to be true?”
Like Sherem, many people of our time at least
know about God, but because they (we) want to
do our own thing, our own way, we say, “There is
no God.” Many, like Sherem and even Satan wrest
the scriptures to make them read as they wish they
would read.
The word, “wrest” is found in the scriptures, at
least five times, Exodus 23:2 and 6; Deuteronomy
16:19; Psalm 56:5 and II Peter 3:16. Peter especially
hits the mark, when he says, referring to some of
Paul’s writings, “As also in all his epistles, speaking
in them of these things, in which are some things hard
to be understood, which they who are unlearned and
unstable, wrest, as they do also the other scriptures
unto their own destruction.” Wresting the scriptures
means to twist, turn, change, or alter it to say what
you want it to say. A young daughter once asked
her mother why the temple in Independence,
Missouri was “twisted.” The mother’s response is
a classic. She said, “When you twist (wrest) the
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truth, you twist (wrest) the temple.” A number of
the “factions” from the 1830’s up to today, have
taken a scripture given to the Church, at large, and
wrested them, trying to make them apply to a
small group over here, or a small group over there.
In Deuteronomy 17:14-20 we find directions given
to the king in regards to knowing and keeping
God’s word. The king was to copy the law for
himself, keep it, and read it daily as long as he
lived. How many times do we “take for the gospel
truth” what someone else says?
In Mosiah 1:3-12, King Benjamin explains why
the written Word of God is so vital to each of us
individually and all of us collectively. Without the
Word of God, that is the scriptures we have, the
plates they had, we would dwindle in ignorance
and unbelief. That is also why it so important that
we teach and train our children in the Word of
God and the way they should go.
As always, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
is our ultimate example. In every situation, He
was guided by the instructions given to Him by
His Father. This is shown clearly in Matthew 4:110. “Then Jesus was led up of the Spirit, into the
wilderness, to be with God. And when He fasted
for forty days and forty nights, and had communed
with God, He was afterward an hungered, and was
left to be tempted of the devil.” Jesus, in all three
temptations, used the Sword of the Spirit, which is
the Word of God, when He said, “It is written....”
We must know the Word of God well enough so
that at every encounter with the adversary or those
who work with the adversary, we will know how
to use the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of
God, as we are told in Ephesians 6:17. Remember
also, that often, the adversary’s helpers are wolves
among the sheep. As Jesus responded in the first
temptation, “It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” Amen and Amen!
“And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the
cross, and the writing was,

JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS,

in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.”

Matthew 27:39-40
Inspired Version of the Holy Scriptures

Prepare Ye the
Way
By Elder James Daugherty
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

I

n the scriptures, there are many rich examples
of the Lord preparing the way to accomplish
His purposes. Joseph in Egypt, who saved a
whole nation, or Lehi being led to the promised
land, and John the Baptist crying, “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord and make his paths straight,”
are just a few of the ways the Lord prepared for
the coming of great events.
As we approach the 188th anniversary of the
Church in latter days, it may be interesting
to note the way the Lord prepared for the
coming of the Restoration. It is difficult for us
to comprehend how bad the period known as
the “dark ages” really was. The Roman Empire
had provided the basis of social stability such
as relatively efficient agriculture, extensive
road networks, water supply systems and
governmental cohesion. Upon the collapse
of the Roman Empire all of the above systems
collapsed as well.
By then, the Church had long since lost its
authority. For over a thousand years, gross
darkness marked by wars and governmental
instability existed between the Pope in Rome
and civil government, with the common people
living in superstition and poverty.
The Lord brought forth, in the fifteen hundreds,
a partial restoration of light and truth known as
the Renaissance, or the “Age of Enlightenment.”
There was a revival in art, music, and education,
but perhaps the greatest light was shone forth
in the Reformation movement. This period was

still marked with dysfunctional governmental
policies and a loss of power by the Roman
Catholic Church. There are many examples that
illustrate this period in history, but there are two
outstanding events that are worthy of mention.
The first was when Martin Luther, at great
personal risk, defied the Roman Church by
declaring it to be in apostasy. He translated the
Latin Bible into German and made it possible
for every home to have its own Bible.
The second event had to do with the Separatists,
known as Pilgrims. They separated themselves
from the corrupt Church of England and
petitioned the Lord to guide them to a place
where they could practice their religion in
freedom. Their leader, John Robinson, believed
that the new world, America, was the place for
them to go. After much trial and hardship, the
little band of Pilgrims met for a farewell dinner
where John Robinson spoke and said, “We limit
not the truth of God to our poor reach of mind.
The Lord has yet more light and truth to break
forth from His word.” The best account of this
period is given in the book, “The Light and the
Glory,” by David Manuel and Peter Marshall
on page 145. They actually believed what few
people have, before or since, that the Kingdom
of God really could be built on earth. They were
dedicated to living together in obedience to
God’s laws under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
All it needed, they felt, was the right time, the
right place, and a righteous people. Joseph
Smith’s paternal great grandfather was part of
this group.
The Lord had His own time table as to other
events that needed to take place in preparation
for the coming forth of the Restoration
Movement. Civil, representative government
was established and of note, the Smith family
moved next to where the book of Mormon
plates were hidden. Joseph Smith Jr., although
he didn’t know it at the time, was also being
prepared for his part in the Lord’s work. In spite
of a lack of formal education, Joseph possessed
Tidings of Zion 9

attributes and abilities that the Lord needed to
further His plan. There are three things that are
unique to the Restoration/Reorganization:
1. Joseph Smith, Jr. was chosen to be a prophet
and bring forth lost scripture and revelations
to govern the Church.
2. Priesthood authority was restored.
3. The Church would be an instrument for the
establishment of Zion.

On April 6, 1830, a small group of Saints met at
the Whitmer home to organize the Church by
common consent. Where ever the Church people
went, they established schools, welcomed all to
worship with them-- including the Negro race
and the American Indians. They believed in
living clean, healthy lives and were against the
use of liquor and tobacco. The Lord is preparing
His chosen people to build righteous lives in
order to establish His Kingdom, ZION.

The Pastors of Zion (POZ) hold joint services
in the months with five Sundays. The services
are held at Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch in
Independence, Missouri and are designed to help
bring the Saints of the Center Place together. In
2018, those services will be held in April, July,
September, and December. The last service was
October 29, 2017 and featured six pastors or
associate pastors who shared their testimonies of
how God worked in their lives and brought them to
His Church. The following six testimonies are from
those brethren who shared that evening. Copies of the service can be obtained by contacting the CRE office
at 816-836-3421 or livestreaming at https:/livestream.com/Waldo Avenue. The POZ is comprised of
12-16 Restoration Branches in the Independence, Missouri area.

GOD Answered My Prayers
By Bishop Joseph A. Burkart II
Lee’s Summit, Missouri
Pastor Grain Valley, Missouri RB
I was 17 years old, I left Maryland and
Whenheaded
for college at Oklahoma State

University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. In high school,
I shared in a Bible study group sponsored by an
organization called “Young Life” with a primary
focus on the New Testament and the ministry of
Jesus Christ. As I traveled, I prayed to God that
He would help do two things. First, that if there
was more light and truth for me to find about His
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church and His Son Jesus Christ, that He would
lead me to it. Secondly, that He would help me find
the right young woman to marry and share our
lives together.
In my junior year of college, the second part of my
prayer was answered when I met Annette Dollins,
and ten months later we were married. In our
process of dating, sharing ideas and hopes for our
future, we talked a lot about God and church. She
was a member of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, and I was raised in the
Episcopal faith. Annette shared about the Book of
Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants, and I
eagerly read both of them. Now, the second part
of my prayer was coming into focus very quickly.
I was brought to a clear understanding of God’s

teachings of “life after death” and “stewardship
and the financial law.” One of the dilemmas of
my early Bible studies and the teachings of many
churches was that when you departed this life, you
either went to heaven or hell. This didn’t sound to
me like a loving and fair God. I saw many people
who fell between displaying really good and really
bad behavior and living standards. The Restoration
teachings of the three glories and the living
standards associated with each of them removed
the “only heaven and hell” concept taught by many
religions.
Next, came the answer to my problem with the
law of tithing as 10% of gross income as the
required offering to the Lord’s church. I believe
in a fair God, and the stewardship teachings of
the Restoration church demonstrate the fairness
of God. For example, you have two families with
the same gross income, one of which has only the
husband and wife and the second family has the
husband, wife, and two children. It takes more
of the income to provide the necessary living
expenses for the family of four than it does for the
family of two. Each of us is a steward entrusted
with managing the goods which God has placed in
our care and control. In the stewardship teachings
of the Reorganized Church, more of the fullness of
light and truth was revealed to me. The ministry of
the Holy Spirit continues to minister to me, and I
am eternally grateful to my Heavenly Father for his
rich blessings in my life and the lives of my family
and loved ones.
I have had the privilege of serving in the priesthood
since 1963, first as a priest and then as an elder. I
was ordained to the office of bishop in 1978, when
serving under church appointment, and continue
as a bishop to the present time. I joined the church
in April of 1961. I have experienced many rich
blessings personally, as well as the fellowship
and love of the saints. I have served as pastor in
several branches for 35 years during my 56 years
in the church and will continue to serve in the
Lord’s work wherever I can. I love to bear my
testimony of the fullness of the gospel as restored
in the Restoration church. I encourage everyone to
develop an active prayer life with the Lord and a
regular and disciplined study of the Three Standard
Books of the Restoration. If you do, a richness of
God’s blessings will be yours.

My Testimony
By Elder Dayn Cederstrom
Blue Springs, Missouri
Chairman, Pastors of Zion

I

was born and raised in the church. That
has advantages and disadvantages. The
advantages are a wonderful fellowship with other
Saints in the local branch, youth camps, reunions
and other activities. The disadvantages are that
you can take these things for granted and assume
that you have a relationship with the Lord simply
because you are a member of the church.
As the time came to go to college, I couldn’t afford
to go to Graceland so I had to go to a ‘gentile’
college. I went to Kansas State University to
major in Architectural Engineering. There were
not any active groups of the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (RLDS) on
campus at the time. With the local mission group,
we did start a Liahona group. However most of
the RLDS students that were on campus either
went home on weekends or were not interested
in fellowshipping with one another. So if I wanted
Christian fellowship, I had to do it with other
Christians outside of the Church. One of the
things they always emphasized was Jesus Christ
as your personal Savior. To me this was irrelevant
as I was a member of His church. But this did raise
a lot of questions within me.
A few years later after college, I got a job in
Pennsylvania and moved to the small town of
Muncy. In my new home, my determination was
to spend time studying the scriptures. Nearly
every evening I would spend time studying in
the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Mormon and the
Doctrine and Covenants (D&C). One evening I
was reading the following verse in Section 16 of
the Doctrine and Covenants:
“Take upon you the name of Christ, and speak
the truth in soberness; and as many as repent, and
are baptized in my name, which is Jesus Christ,
and endure to the end, the same shall be saved.

Tidings of Zion 11

Behold, Jesus Christ is the name which is given
of the Father, and there is none other name given
whereby man can be saved; wherefore, all men
must take upon them the name which is given of
the Father, for in that name shall they be called at
the last day; wherefore, if they know not the name
by which they are called, they cannot have place
in the kingdom of my Father.” DC 16:4e-g
The light went on and I understood that the church
was all about Jesus! Our mission as His church, is
to bring people to Him through the preaching of
faith on His name, repentance and baptism for the
remission of sins! All the questions that I had in
college were answered and my ministry changed.
I moved back to Independence and had been
studying in the Book of Mormon and reading
about the atonement of Christ. I prayed to the
Lord and simply asked, “Lord, I would like to
have a testimony about the atonement.” Then
I forgot about my prayer and went on with my
busy life. But the Lord did not forget.
Several weeks later I was on my way home from
work. As I was driving, I felt a touch of the Lord’s
Spirit and I began to sing. The hymn that came to
me was “Amazing Grace.” Before singing, I felt a
touch of God’s Spirit; but when I began to sing the
words of that hymn I was flooded with His Spirit!
My voice trembled, and my eyes filled with tears.
In my mind’s eye I saw the figure of a person upon
a cross. In that moment I knew there was a Savior
and I knew His name was Jesus Christ. I knew
that He had atoned for my sins. I had preached
for many years that Jesus had died for the sins of
the world; and to me, it was always for someone
else. Now I knew that He had died for me, and if I
had been the only one to respond to Him, He still
would have come!
Whenever I preach or share about the grace and
mercy of Jesus my favorite scripture to quote is
from the Philippian epistle: “Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name; That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth.” Philippians 2:9, 10
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A Testimony of God’s Guidance
By Elder Jason Howard
Independence, Missouri
Pastor, Atherton, Missouri RB

I

was asked to share my testimony of Jesus Christ
as part of a service sponsored by the Pastors
of Zion. In the weeks leading up to this service,
one of the elders at my congregation asked the
question at a Wednesday evening prayer service,
“Why are you a member of the Church of Jesus
Christ?” As I listened to the beautiful testimonies
of the other members of why they are members,
what came to my mind was, “because my parents
were.” I felt that was an unacceptable answer but
it caused me to examine my walk with God a little
closer.
I am a 5th generation Latter Day Saint and was
“born and raised” in the church. I was brought up
by goodly parents, went to church every Sunday,
and was baptized in 1981. Many of my early
memories of the church are surrounded by a lot
of contention, confusion and fighting. I remember
leaving the congregation in which I grew up and
was baptized to attend a more “conservative”
branch almost an hour away. After a few years,
the changes in the church had crept into that
congregation as well, so a few families started
meeting in my parents’ home. By this time I was
in high school and had become more interested in
the things of the world, using the problems within
the church as an excuse to do what I wanted.
It was much easier when I moved off to college
to live the life that I thought would make me
happy. Once out on my own, I turned to a very
worldly life. During this time, I asked my high
school sweetheart, who was a nonmember, to
marry me. We had everything of the world in
common. We enjoyed the same music, the same
life style, and didn’t have a care in the world. As
we neared the date we had set, she told me her
religion required counseling before we could get
married, so I agreed. During the first session, it
was apparent that there was one important thing
we didn’t have in common - our religious belief.

In this session, the discussion of children came up
and in what religion we would raise them. She just
assumed they would be her religion since I didn’t
attend church. Even though I had walked away
from the church, I still had the knowledge and
understanding within me. I also had very devout
parents and a grandmother who hadn’t stopped
praying for me. Within a week she called off the
wedding, seeing that neither one of us was willing
to budge on the subject.
I was devastated, and moved back to my
hometown to try to get my life back in order. A
month or so after returning home, my parents
invited me to a weekend Restoration retreat,
which I promptly declined. My prized possession
was a little shiny convertible, and there was a car
show that weekend that I planned on attending.
My mother again asked me to attend, saying they
had already paid for me. I reminded her that I was
going to show off my car and I couldn’t possibly be
both places. A couple days before the retreat was
to start my mother asked me a third time, saying
“Your grandmother is going and it would mean a
lot to her.” Mom was getting to me at this point,
because I would do anything for my grandmother.
I willingly went to the retreat, but the actual desire
to be there was not in me. While there, a young lady
about my age caught my eye. I was a shy young
man and was not about to start a conversation
with this “church girl.” However, God made a
provision for that too. Her mom jokingly dared
her to talk to me (there were only few people at
this retreat our age). We figured out very early on
we didn’t have much in common. She was a city
girl, I’m a country boy. She was easy listening, I
was rock and roll. She was respectable, I had long
hair and an earring. However, the one thing we
had on common, even though I may not have
admitted it at the time, was our faith. We spent the
rest of the weekend talking and getting to know
each other. Over the next few months, we talked
every day, even though we lived over two hours
apart. The one thing I didn’t know at the time was
my grandmother had been praying for me to find
someone who would bring me back to Christ and
help keep me there. That retreat was over 24 years
ago. That “church girl” and I just passed our 23rd
anniversary of wedded bliss.

So back to the original question, I became a
member of the church because my parents are
members. I came back to the church because of the
love and persistence of my Heavenly Father and
my earthly family. I spent several years running
from the Lord and the callings He had for me. I
was searching for what the world told me would
make me happy. Fortunately, my parents and
grandmother had taught me the gospel from
a young age and hadn’t given up on me while I
was in the “wilderness”. What it took me years
to figure out is, happiness doesn’t come from
convertibles, money, occupations, or shiny things
of the world. The only place you can truly find joy
is by turning to Jesus Christ. If you can learn to lay
all your concerns, worries, and stress at His feet
and surrender your whole heart to Him, He will
bless you with that joy and peace only He can give.

The Love of Christ
By Elder Elzy Lasley
Independence, Missouri
Pastor, Living Hope RB, Independence, Missouri
a third generation member of the
I ’mReorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter

Day Saints who didn’t grow up walking the line.
I tend to be a rebellious soul, always have been. I
don’t know why, I have just always been fiercely
independent, always rebelling against authority
since I can remember. Most of my life I lived
two lives. I’m sure there are some here who can
relate to that. I was a stalwart in Sunday School,
the leader of the Zion’s League, studied mom’s
scriptures; but on the weekend, especially in high
school and college, I lived another life. I went to
Graceland College, and there again I lived two
lives. I went to all the church services and campus
ministry activities, but my real interests were girls
and sports, especially wrestling. I constantly lived
two lives, having one foot in church and the other
firmly imbedded in the world and what it had to
offer. I struggled with that battle a good portion of
my younger life, which brought me many trials.
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I was 13 when I turned my life over to Christ. I
wanted to be like Him and follow Him, I really did,
but as I grew older I just couldn’t seem to hang on
to the promises. There were so many things in the
world that were so attractive and tempting to me.
I tended to wander quite a bit, but ”Having been
born of goodly parents,” and not wanting to be a
disappointment to them, I went to church every
Sunday, and sometimes on Wednesday. I was a
model Christian. The moms of the girls I dated
thought I was the greatest guy. They trusted me,
but they didn’t know me. Nobody really knew me
from the good side of my life, and my friends from
the bad side didn’t know me either. It wasn’t that
I wanted to deceive anyone, I was just constantly
battling with myself over which path to walk. I
wasn’t very valiant in my testimony of Christ.
My testimony of the love of Jesus is that I am
here. If it were not for His intervention in my life
and pointing out, through some hard lessons, that
my rebellion was not a healthy thing, I don’t know
that I would be where I am now. I don’t know if I
would even be alive.
There was a time when I went through some
really hard times in my life, when things were
really dark. I was driving home one night. There
is a long corner on the highway, and if you don’t
make it around the bend, there is a cliff that drops
down about 60 feet onto some railroad tracks. I
thought about just holding the wheel and going
straight. My mind said “Let’s just get this thing
over with.” The wheel turned. I won’t say that I
turned the wheel but the wheel turned. I stayed on
the road, and later had a long talk with my dad. I
determined that some things had to change.
One night I felt the need to talk things over with
God. I sat in church by myself for a long time
thinking about what I needed to do. As I prayed
about things the Spirit moved upon me stronger
than I ever had felt it before. In my mind I knew
that the lord wanted to show Himself to me. I knew
it! The Spirit came stronger and stronger. I couldn’t
take it. I couldn’t bear it in my filthy rags so I got
up and left. That experience changed me. I knew
that the Lord was aware of me and the double life
that I had lived. I knew that He was also aware of

14 Tidings of Zion

the desire I had to break free and really serve Him,
to feel His Spirit as I had at youth camp, when I
first gave my life to Him. He was also aware of my
experimenting with what the world had to offer.
He was aware of my rebellion against the path He
wanted me to walk. I knew that at that time I had
to make a decision.
If I went with the world, I could no longer live
the double life. It had to be one or the other. That
realization brought me to my senses. I was able
to turn it all over to Him. I let Him take all the
garbage, the dirt, the filth, all the things I had
carried for so long. I didn’t have to carry them
anymore. I could feel the cleansing power of
Jesus. It didn’t go away overnight, the pull of the
world, but with the power of Jesus, I was able to
walk in paths that would lead in the direction He
wanted me to go. I was aware of His desires in my
life rather than the selfish desires of my own life.
Because of the constant love of Jesus I am here.
I wrote a psalm about a year ago that describes my
feelings about the journey that my life has taken.
Maybe this will help someone who has gone
through or is struggling with some of the things
that I have.
A Psalm by Elzy Lasley
My sins encompassed me. I could find no release
from the emptiness of my existence, for You were
absent from me. My paths were leading me to
dark places where You could not be found. I was
caught in a revolving door of rebellion. I saw no
way out. How could I live with this despair? Did I
even want to go on with this reality?
In anguish I cried out to God. In desperation,
trapped by the noise of confusion, I begged for
release. I wept; He heard me.
From the tree where His lifeblood flowed down to
humanity, where a spear caused the water to flow
from His side, He poured Himself out. His blood
covered me, and I was freed from the blackness of
self-loathing and sin.
I was filled with newness, with cleanness, with
hope. You, O God, are the source of my salvation.

You are the source of my strength. Listen to me
now.
When I was young, I stood as a tall reed. I was bent
by the winds of sin to the point of breaking.
You strengthened me. You held me fast till the storm
passed. You sheltered me from the nothingness of
my own decisions.
In You only, O God, do I place my trust. Only
You are worthy of my deepest love, for You have
redeemed me from Your enemy who sought to
drag me down to hell. He beguiled me to think
that I could have the world and still have You.
How naïve and stupid of me.
I will forever thank You for the gift of Your mercy. I
will trust You for Your judgment. I will praise You
for Your forgiveness. You are my only salvation.
You are the almighty God, and there is no other. I
will praise You on earth and in heaven. Praise be
to our God.

My Testimony
By Elder James Loumiet
Independence, Missouri
Assistant Pastor, Waldo Avenue RB in
Independence, Missouri
a convert to Jesus Christ, His gospel, and His
I ’mchurch,
and this is my testimony of Him. I was

born in 1959, in New Orleans, Louisiana and was
raised in the New Orleans area. My family was
Catholic, and I attended Catholic schools starting
in first grade until I graduated high school. As a
youth I went to mass with my family every Sunday.
Yet I had absolutely no interest in God or church.
I was very rebellious as a youth and often
conflicted with my parents. In my early teens I
got into drugs. It started off with marijuana, but
as I went through my high school years, I started
doing harder and harder drugs. My senior year I

was even unofficially voted among my peers as,
“Most Likely to over dose.” We thought it was
funny. I didn’t realize it at the time, and I didn’t
care, but I was addicted. All I wanted to do was
have a good time, and so I did, or so I thought.
My dad owned and operated several oilfieldrelated businesses, and when I turned 16 years
old he informed me that I would start working for
him. My dad was a self-made man who started off
as a deck hand on a tug boat, so he understood
and appreciated the value of hard work. I’m sure
he was thinking about me one day running the
business and wanted me to learn it from the ground
up. So he gave me one the lowest and toughest
jobs he could find for me. He put me to work as
a roustabout with one of the crane operators, Ken
Prater.
Ken is three years older than me, but we hit it off
right away and quickly became friends. I soon
got to meet his lovely wife Mary and his young
sons. The Prater home quickly became a “home
away from home” for me and at times was my
refuge. Ken was a little different than the rest of
my friends because he regularly went to church.
In fact, every now and then, he or Mary would ask
me if I wanted to go to church with them. It was
some church that I had never heard of before and
had a funny, long name-the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Of course, I
politely but resolutely declined.
After high school, I went to college. My first
semester grade point average was 0.75. For
those of you that may not know, that’s very bad.
Apparently, in college you have to regularly
attend classes in order to pass them. The truth is, I
really didn’t know what I wanted or where I was
going. After another half semester I dropped out
and went back to work for my dad.
Shortly thereafter, a high school friend of mine
had joined the Navy reserves and convinced me to
join with him. I went to Orlando, Florida for basic
training and Millington, Tennessee for avionics
school. Yet it was only the third day of boot camp
when I looked out a window and thought to myself,
“I’m not doing this for the rest of my life. When
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I get out, I’m going back to school and getting
serious.” I must say that the boot camp experience
was good for me. It gave me an opportunity to
clean up and clean out and I did very well. I even
got a letter of commendation.
When I finished my active duty for training, I did
go back to school and I did get serious. My first
semester back I made the dean’s list. I moved back
with my parents to help defray costs. My dad at
that time had an answering service and rented
office space so I went to work on the phones at
night. I had a job, I was going to school and doing
well, and I had a roof over my head. Things seemed
to be going well and my life seemed to finally be
headed in the right direction. But then in three
days my life fell apart.
You see, although joining the Navy had helped for
a time, it didn’t change me on the inside. I held
things together for a while, but soon the old habits
and attitudes reasserted themselves including the
drugs. One day some friends asked me to go with
them to a football game on Sunday afternoon.
Since I worked Sunday nights, I normally slept
during the day. But I was tired of working, I was
tired of school, and I wanted to go have fun with
my friends, so I went to the game. That night I fell
asleep on the job. A client came in that morning
and couldn’t even wake me up. Needless to say,
my dad wasn’t happy. We had words and I quit
my job. The next day I left home. The day after that
I quit school. All my big plans were gone.
Now I quickly got two offers to go stay with
friends. One was from another high school friend
who was sharing an apartment with his oilfield
buddies, and one was from Ken and Mary. I
politely told Ken and Mary “No, thank you” and
went and lived with the other friend. At that point
I didn’t care. I was just looking for a good time.
But after two weeks, I wasn’t having a good time.
I was hurting. I was like a ship in a storm without
an anchor or a rudder. I was lost yet didn’t even
realize it or fully understand it. All I knew was
darkness and pain.
After two weeks I sheepishly approached Ken and
asked if their offer still stood, which of course it
did. So, I moved in with the Prater’s. I was there
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for about a month, with my life in a holding
pattern, when I got approached by another friend,
Jack McNaughton. Jack and Ken were friends in
high school and that was how I met him, and we
always got along very well. Jack told me, “You
realize you can’t stay here forever.” I told him I
understood that, so he made me an offer. He was
renting a house and needed someone to help with
costs and that we could share the place as long as
I paid my share of the bills, to which I agreed. So I
moved in with Jack.
Now something was going on with Jack at that
time that I didn’t fully understand. Jack was a very
laid back, even-keeled type of guy, but I noticed
he was excited about something. You see, Jack had
started going to church, more precisely Ken and
Mary’s church, that little church with the funny,
long name-the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.
Though I didn’t realize it at the time, the New
Orleans RLDS branch was in the midst of a
missionary effort and spiritual revival. Apparently,
at some point I made the target list. There were
even a couple of times they had Bible studies at
Jack’s and my house, and I knew exactly what
they were up to and why they were there. Not
only did I not attend, but when they would start
the meetings I would literally sneak out the back
of the house, run to the front and get in my car
and drive around until I knew they were gone. I
wanted nothing to do with them or their God.
One Saturday night I was home alone and I began
thinking about my life. I finally thought to myself,
“When Jack gets home, I’m going to tell him I want
to go with him to church tomorrow. After all, what
do I have to lose?” But I went to sleep before Jack
got home and he got up and left for church the
next morning before I woke up, and I remember
actually being disappointed about not going to
church.
When Jack got home later that day I told him what
had happened, and he told me he was sorry, but that
they were having cottage meetings that Tuesday
night and I could go to that with him. “What’s a
cottage meeting?” I said, and he explained it to me.
I thought about it and then told him, “All right, I’ll

go. But I don’t want to be preached at, or lectured
to, or anything like that.” Jack reassured me that
wouldn’t happen, so Tuesday came and I went.
Now the cottage meetings were being held at the
home of Ken Prater’s brother, Jon Prater, who was
a priest in the church. Jon knew who I was and
what I was about and I’m pretty sure he wasn’t
very impressed with me. He later told me when he
saw me walk into his living room that evening that
he thought to himself, “Don’t tell me this guy’s
here. He’s going to ruin it for everyone else.”
Jon was leading the class and I sat on the sofa,
arms crossed, as far from him as I could. The
meeting started and we read John 1:1-3 out of the
King James Bible, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him; and without Him
was not anything made that was made.” Despite
twelve years of Catholic schools, I never studied
the Bible so this was new to me.
As the discussion about the scripture went around
the room, I finally said, “Wait a minute, you
mean to tell me that Jesus was in the beginning
with the Father and that He made all things?”
Jon replied, “That’s what it says in this book, and
all we’re saying is what it says in this book,” to
which I replied, “OK, that makes sense to me.” We
went to another scripture and again I said, “Wait
a minute, you mean to tell me…”, and Jon again
would reply, “that’s what it says in this book.”This
process continued, and then something happened
that forever changed my life.
As I was sitting there I became aware of a presence
in the room, and it filled that room, and I knew that
it was God, and that He was aware of me, and that
He knew that I was aware of Him. I was beyond
awestruck. The darkness and pain that had so
long characterized my life began to dissolve and
crumble. The Word and the Spirit of God began to
fill me. I couldn’t get enough. It was like water on
dry ground. The guy who was supposed to ruin
it for everyone else was the one who stayed late
asking questions. Within a few short days not only
did I stop doing drugs, I couldn’t even understand
why anyone would want to do them. God through

His Son Jesus Christ had healed me from within. I
was on fire! No one had to tell me this gospel of
Jesus Christ and His church were true; I was now
telling them it was true.
Not long thereafter I ran across my old high school
friends. They didn’t know what to do about me.
They even had a meeting about me. I didn’t care.
I was born again and all I wanted to do was to
follow Jesus Christ.
A few weeks later a baptismal service was
scheduled. But there was something I knew I had
to do. You see, all this time since I had left home, I
never had any contact whatsoever with my family.
I’m sure they feared the worst. The Saturday before
my baptism, I went to my parents and apologized
to them for all I had done and told them I was
being baptized in the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints and that I wanted them
to come.
It was Sunday, February 28, 1982. My dad and
his parents came to the service. Jim Rogers, our
District President at the time, came from Jackson,
Mississippi to preach and the Spirit of God like a
fire was burning. There were six of us baptized
that morning and Jon Prater was the one who
baptized me. I went down into the water and he
whispered to me, “This is the one I’ve been waiting
for” to which I replied, “me too.” Afterwards I was
confirmed, and I was told through the spokesman
during that ordinance that I had been like a ship
without an anchor or a rudder, but now I had an
anchor and a rudder, even Jesus Christ. From that
time forward, my relationship with my parents,
especially my father, which had been so negative
over the years, was healed.
I wish I could say from that time forward that I
quickly went on to perfection and never sinned
again, but I can’t. What I can say though is that
Jesus Christ has blessed me more than I deserve,
and though at times I’ve left Him, He has never
given up on me. So don’t tell me it’s too late to
change or you’re beyond hope or forgiveness
because I know better than that. I gave Him just
a sliver of opportunity and He came flooding into
my life so I commend Him to you. After all, what
do you have to lose?
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My Testimony
By Elder Ed Story
Oak Grove, Missouri
Pastor, Oak Grove RB Oak Grove, Missouri
is my testimony about how I came into
T his
the Restored Gospel. I am a first-generation
Church member. When I was attending high school
in Oak Grove, Missouri, I met this cute girl who
had moved from Grain Valley (a town about five
miles west of Oak Grove). Her folks had bought
a farm just south of town. Her name was Karen
Davies. Karen was dating someone at that time,
and so was I. During her junior and senior years,
we had classes together. When we graduated
from high school, we both went our separate
ways. A couple of years later, I had a friend who
was on leave from the Navy. He wanted me to go
on a double date with him and his girlfriend. I
told him that I was no longer seeing the girl I had
been dating and that I had no one to go with. My
friend said, “Why don’t you call that Davies girl
down the road? She’s not going out with anyone.”
I called Karen, and she said, “Yes.” I was twenty
and she was nineteen. That’s when my life began
to change.
Karen and I hit it off immediately. While we were
dating, I started learning, in very slow steps, about
this Church that she and her family belonged to.
We were married on July 22, 1967—within three
months from when we started dating. I could
see big changes starting to happen to me. Karen’s
father and mother were Bill and Coral Davies.
They were very strong in the Restored Gospel.
Karen is a fourth generation Church member.
How do you marry a daughter of Bill and Carol
Davies and not get involved with the Church?
You don’t! I was just starting to learn about that.
After we got married, I continued to learn. I had
never experienced a church like this one. I had
gone to the Christian Church when I was younger.
That was about it for my background in religion.
In the Christian Church, we had one paid minister
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who gave the spoken word on a regular basis,
with one or two assistants. It was nothing like
the church that Karen and I were attending with
her family. They had what they called apostles,
seventies, high priests, and patriarch-evangelists
(called the fathers of the Church). There were
also elders, priests, teachers, and deacons. Then
there was this Joseph Smith, Jr., who they called
a prophet and seer of God’s Church. Maybe you
can understand the confusion I was feeling. I felt
lost. I needed help. Everything was so new and
completely different than I had ever experienced.
I began a series of classes in our home that they
called cottage meetings. I started learning more
about this church. I became fascinated and wanted
to learn even more. Brothers Vernon Darling and
David Watson were my teachers. The gospel,
through their guidance, started to be clearer—and
yet I was still learning.
My mother-in-law, Coral, could see that I was
laboring with all of this information, trying to
sort it out. She gave me a book entitled, The Call
at Evening. What a blessing this book was to me!
Coral took me into her family, as another son, and
we had a very special relationship which I will
treasure for the rest of my life. I remember Sunday
afternoons at Bill and Coral’s house. The guest
ministers and their families were always coming
out to the Davies home, after church for dinner,
especially when there was a preaching series
going on. Coral made these fabulous dinners, and
they would sit around and talk about the Church
and share powerful testimonies. I soaked this up
like a sponge. I think Coral knew that this would
help me along the way. Coral was a very wise,
loving, nurturing lady who I grew to love more
and more as the years went by.
J. J. Cornish was my wife’s great-grandfather.
Vernon Cornish, who was a patriarch-evangelist,
married Karen and me. I grew to love Vernon and
his wife Violet and their whole family. Vernon also
gave me my patriarchal blessing. I have to say that
I had doubts about my blessing—if it was really
from God. But now as I look back on my blessing,
everything the Lord gave Vernon to tell me has
come to pass.

As I learned more about the Davies family and
their testimonies I learned why they moved
from Canada to Missouri. It started with Coral.
My father-in-law Bill wasn’t quite sure about
moving down to the Center Place. You see, Bill
grew up very poor and he had become a very
successful farmer and rancher. He was also a
council man in the town of Senlac, in the province
of Saskatchewan, Canada. Bill worked hard and
believed in his Heavenly Father with all of his
heart, and yet it was a great inward struggle for
him to give up all he and Coral had accomplished.
Yet, they knew with all of their heart that moving
to the Center Place was the thing to do because of
the leadings of the Spirit.
Bill did not like Missouri at first. He was used
to large sections of land to farm and lots of open
range land to graze cattle on. Missouri was a
foreign land; not only for him but for the whole
family. At one point, Bill went back to Canada and
tried to buy his ranch back, but it wasn’t to be. I
think Coral’s prayers beat Bill back to Canada. In
time, Bill and Coral grew to love Missouri. They
grew to love the Saints in the Center Place. And
in turn, the Saints grew to love Bill and Coral and
their children Wayne, Ron, and Karen.
In my opinion, if it were not for Coral being the
backbone of the family, Bill’s ministry would not
have flourished as it did. It was by tremendous
sacrifice in prayer and by the blessing of the Lord
and Savior. Bill and Coral radiated love to all who
met them. They were indeed a treasure to behold.
If Bill and Coral had never moved to Missouri,
I probably would have never married their
daughter or joined the Church. I would not have
the rich testimony that I carry in my heart to this
very day. This is God’s Church. He has shown us
the way and will continue to show us the way into
His kingdom if we will live by His commandments
and not take our eyes off the prize.
May God the Father and the sacrifice of His Son
continue to bring us closer together that we may be
of one heart and one mind. Let us be our brothers
and sisters keeper, just as our Lord and Savior is
the great and loving Keeper of us all. May God
continue to bless our journey.

First Priority
in Life
By High Priest Cloyce Coffman
Stewartsville, Missouri

of the chapters in the second booklet by
O neClara
Thomas is entitled: “The Greatest

Desire.” It is a story of a man named Ted, who
is out of work and goes to an interview for an
attractive job. Ted is asked to write the things he
wants most in life and is given two minutes to
complete the task. Have you ever considered
what you desire most in life?
Most of us live in an environment in which we
have many great blessings. Our lives are filled
with many activities. Generally, we are very
busy; and as a result, we fail to consider what
is most important to us in life. Often we switch
from our vocational endeavors of the day to
some hobby or special interest which consumes
our time. Day after day we rise in the morning
and go to work and then spend the rest of the
day enjoying some physical activity, taking our
children to their commitments and so forth. The
day is soon gone, and we go to bed, just to get up
the next morning to begin again.
If we truly believe there is a God, we will study His
words, feasting upon them, and treasuring them
up in our heart that the adversary will not be able
to consume us, or lead us astray. The account of
Alma, the son of Alma, is a good lesson for us to
reflect upon. He points out that this life is a time
to prepare to meet God. (Alma 16:228) He goes
on to say, “Do not procrastinate the day of your
repentance until the end; for after this day of life,
which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold,
if we do not improve our time while in this life,
then cometh the night of darkness, wherein there
can be no labor performed.” (Alma 16:229-230)
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In the next two minutes, consider what you
would list as your “greatest desire.” Would
your greatest desire be of a temporal nature; or
of a spiritual nature? Jesus said, “Seek not the
things of this world, but seek ye first to build
up the kingdom of God, and to establish His
righteousness.” (Matthew 6:38) In Doctrine and
Covenants 6:3, we have been told to “Keep my
commandments, and seek to bring forth and
establish the cause of Zion: seek not for riches
but for wisdom; and, behold, the mysteries of
God shall be unfolded unto you, and then ye
shall be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal
life is rich.”
What is the “first priority in your life”? Do the
things of this world attract you more than the
blessings God holds in store for you? Let us take
a few moments now to assess our priorities in
life. May we open our hearts to the workings
of the Spirit of God, and chose now to seek His
Kingdom first in our life.

Saved for a Purpose
By Priest Robert Willoughby
Berkshire, England

September day in 1994, my life changed
O neforever
when I was diagnosed with cancer.

Later I learned that they caught me with about
two weeks of life left in me. I remember that
I was placed into a bed next to someone of a
similar age who had also been admitted the same
day. The first time I realised the state I was in was
when we were talking about our tumour marker
levels. Mine were at 94 million and the young
man in the next bed said he had been told that he
was very sick and that his marker level was 210
thousand. At this point I realised that I was very
ill and had to be realistic. I was in a bad way, but
was still conscious and remained positive. There
was an unseen, and at that time, unknown force
working in my life to help me through.
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The young man I spoke of was quite different
in his attitude. Instead of accepting that he
was where he was and dealing with the issues
at hand, he was angry and was lashing out. His
spirit was unsettled, and he was unable to find
any inner peace to help him battle his condition.
I am sorry to say he did not make it through his
illness.
After six months of chemotherapy and two
surgeries I was rid of the cancer. I had to learn
to walk again and my body was a tired battle
ground. But through it all, I remained positive and
never lost hope. When I look back on that period
of my life, I remember the number of priests and
comforters that the Lord had provided for me,
as He carried me through the biggest trial of my
life. It redefined who I was and my focus in life.
Many years later I met Rachel Mahoney. We were
an ocean apart, but the connection between us
was so strong, that I knew from the first time
I heard her voice that she would be my wife.
Several years into our marriage, Rachel gave me
an introduction to God and we began to study
together. The first time I recall really being able
to feel His presence was when we attended the
baptism of our niece and nephew, in Canada, in
2015. At that time the feeling of warmth and joy
was almost overwhelming, and I wanted more
of it. I had set my heart on being baptised myself.
A year later we were able to realise that hope,
surrounded by family and again the strength of
the Spirit was incredibly powerful.
In the two and a half years since that time we
have studied diligently and focused our life
on being the best servants we can for the Lord.
There has been lacking one thing here in the
British Isles, and that is direct fellowship with
other Saints. The Church has very few members
in Europe, and we are in pockets, a great distance
from each other.
When we learned that Greater European
Ministries, (GEM) was planning a trip to
England, our hearts were filled with gladness.
We went, with joy, to pick up our brothers

Brian Mundy and Joe Hale at the airport. We
had made a little sign with their names on it so
that they could see us through the crowd. We
had only previously met Brother Joe for thirty
minutes, when in Independence, Missouri in
2017. We didn’t remember what they looked like.
However, the Lord worked in our hearts and
they both stood out, in the crowd. The mutual
recognition was instant when we came into eye
contact. Needless to say, we didn’t need our little
sign; the Lord used a much bigger one!
The Spirit of fellowship was strong and there was
an instant feeling of familiarity between us that
confirmed the good intent in their hearts. During
their stay we enjoyed many teachings. We were
able to discuss many things that are going on in
our lives and the Spirit continued to move us all
closer together.
One evening, Brian and Joe sat down with us,
and informed us of my calling to the office of
priest in the Aaronic Priesthood. It was on Friday,
and we decided to hold the ordination service
on the next day. Saturday evening, January 27,
2018, we connected on skype with four different
households, simultaneously. Elders ShaunTurner
and Rex Monarch, both from Michigan, Priest
Lloyd and Jean Mahoney, Rachel’s parents who
live in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada and Rachel’s
sister’s family, Todd and Crystal Lavigne in
Stoney Creek, Ontario.

What an awesome God who allowed us to
have five members of the priesthood and five
households from two continents and three
countries together, through the use of technology.
The ordination service was an event which I shall
never forget. Each member of the priesthood had
a part in the service and the Spirit was strong
and uplifting. As Brian and Joe left our home,
both Rachel and I can say that we have never felt
stronger in our spiritual lives than we did then.
Whilst we are still isolated in a physical sense, we
both feel the spiritual connection to our brothers
and sisters in the Church. Our focus is firmly
fixed, on building of the kingdom. The Lord is
continually opening new doors for us.
I am looking forward to my lifetime of ministry
with joy and gladness in my heart and a deep
sense of humility. We are eager to start sharing
the hope of the Kingdom with all those who will
listen. I only pray that the Lord will bless others
and move in their lives, as He has in ours. He
has been moulding Rachel and me and guiding
us to this point for a long time.
I include Rachel because her role in my ministry
is equally as important, and whilst we may have
different tasks, the sum of the whole is so much
stronger than the individual parts. Although I
still feel inadequate for the task ahead, God had
signalled that I am ready. So, like all faithful
servants, I have put my life in His hands and I
have faith that He will provide for Rachel and
me as we have need.
We can look back on darker days and now
recognise how the Lord was working with us
to bring us to this point. It is not always easy
to recognise the gifts that we are given, but I am
continually reminded of Psalms 46:10. “Be still
and know that I am God.”How often do we really
take the time to pause, and just thank God for all
that He is and to give Him credit for all that we
are, and will be? That we may all keep working
toward the Kingdom of God, is our hope and
prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ.
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Missionary Report from
Luzon, the Philippines

Julius Candido, which were his first baptisms.
Confirmations and Sacrament followed the
baptisms as well as study class about Zion. Sunday
school classes were taught by Sister Virginia Nilo.

By Elder Murray Broughton
Euroa, Victoria, Australia

On Sunday, January 14, Priest Julius Candido was
ordained to the office of Elder by Elder Murray
Broughton. Many people attended the ordination
service. We left there and travelled to Trece
Martirez Cavite where we had a study class on the
scriptures along with singing hymns. There was
another baptism and confirmation on January 18.

Delma, a native of Luzon, and I left
My wife,
Australia on December 22, 2017 for one of
our annual trips to the Philippines. We go with
support from South East Asia and Australian
Ministries (SEAAM) Board, many Saints throughout
Australia and others. We arrived in Manila, the
capital of the Philippines, and traveled on to Agno,
in Pangasinan, where we had a Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper on Christmas Eve. Following the
service, there was visiting, singing, and sharing
with the children and youth.
We had gone to observe the tenth anniversary of
the beginning of a Bible study in Agno and to have
a reunion in remembrance of that occasion. The
reunion theme was: “FEAST UPON THE WORD
OF CHRIST.”
The reunion started on the 27th of December at 6:30
a.m. and continued throughout the day with prayers
and testimonies. The preaching service was based
on 2 Nephi 13:14-32. We had a study on baptisms,
Zion, League activities, choir practice, and a slide
presentation covering the ten-year period.
On December 28, 2017 eight people were baptized
and confirmed. Two of the baptisms were by Priest
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On January 21, at 5a.m., we left for Antipolo to
meet with the Saints. Elder Ace de Vera presided
over the service with myself assisting and speaking
on the scriptures. On January 23, the day of our
departure we sang hymns before we left for the
airport. Brother Richard Candido drove us to the
airport. Many thanks to all who helped with money,
especially the Queensland Saints and a loving
couple from Queensland. With the money given,
we bought rice and distributed it to the needy and
also those who were sick and in need of medication.
We thank Sister Helen Archer for the gifts she sent
for the children. They were so happy to receive the
gifts which were distributed on Christmas.
The reunion was very well attended by the members
and non-members and what joy it brings to our
hearts, meeting the Saints and praying, singing,
and worshipping together. Ten years have passed,
and we are looking forward to being with them
again in the near future. Thanks to all for your help
and prayers.

2018 Restoration Branch
Family Reunion & Conference
of Restoration Elders
By William “Vim” Horn
Conference Chairman
of Zion (POZ) and the Conference
T heofPastors
Restoration Elders (CRE) are once again
sponsoring a combined Reunion and Elders
Conference. The Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Elders Conference will be held at
the Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/
Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June 24 to
June 29, 2018.

We invite all restoration branch saints and
priesthood to consider participating in the
2018 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders. We believe
that this Reunion will once again be a wonderful
opportunity for the Saints to draw close to the
Lord and to each other.
You can register for the Reunion/Conference
now by going to the Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE) website at www.eldersconference.
org. You can also go to the CRE website to
print out a registration form. There is only one
registration form for both the Reunion and
the CRE. For more information, visit the CRE
website, or call the CRE office. Local calls: 816836-3421 or Toll free calls: 877-748-8947. (Please
leave a message if no one answers)
As in previous years, the primary focus of
the week will be on worship, classes and
fellowship for all the Saints, classes and
meeting opportunities for all priesthood, and
opportunity for the Elders to meet in conference.
This year’s overall theme is, Zion the Beautiful
(I Nephi 3:187-189 and Genesis 7:21-25).
Zion the Beautiful beckons us on. Are we
prepared to do what is needed to go onward

to Zion? Are we committed to march on with
a song? This year the reunion and conference
will focus on our vision of Zion the Beautiful and
learning of ways to seek to establish it. Below
are the daily themes with some associated
scriptures.
Sunday:
Zion the Beautiful Beckons Us On
Scriptures: Psalm 50:2 & 5; D&C 97:4a,c&d
Monday:
		
Scriptures:
		

Onward to Zion—Seek to Bring
Forth & Establish My Zion
D&C 12:2a-3b; DC 6:3a; D&C 10:3a;
D&C 11:3b; D&C 38:4

Tuesday:
		
Scriptures:
		
		
		

Onward to Zion—Bind Yourselves
with A Covenant
D&C 38:4;D&C 81:4c-5b;
D&C 83:8; D&C 102:1-2;
D&C 106:1a-2c; 4 Nephi 1:3-4;
4 Nephi 1:17-19

Wednesday:
		
Scriptures:
		

Onward to Zion—Prepare
Yourselves and Your Families
D&C 64:7-8b; D&C 68:4a-g
D&C 138:3a-e; D&C 140:5a-d

Thursday:
		
Scriptures:
		
		

Onward to Zion—Prepare Ye
the Center Place
D&C 57:1; D&C 45:13; D&C 94;
D&C 108:2a-4c; D&C 136:3;
D&C 98:9a-11d

Friday:
		
Scriptures:
		
		

Onward to Zion—March on
With a Song
Genesis 9:22; 2 Nephi 5:90-92;
D&C 45:14; D&C 98:4f-g;
D&C 100:3b-f

The following thoughts are shared for your
consideration as you reflect upon the 2018
themes.
We know that the redemption of Zion is assured
because it is God’s work. Zion shall not be moved
out of her place, notwithstanding her children are
scattered, they that remain and are pure in heart
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shall return and come to their inheritances; they and
their children, with songs of everlasting joy; to build
up the waste places of Zion. And all these things,
that the prophets might be fulfilled (D&C 98:4g).
This scripture assures us that Zion will not be
moved out of its place. What is not assured is
our place in it. Our ability to inhabit Zion is
directly related to our status as citizens in God’s
Kingdom. The inhabitants of Zion are the pure
in heart, those who are of one heart and one
mind—the heart and mind of Christ.

real, or not even desirable. It causes us doubt
and fear that Zion cannot be. We cannot listen to
these voices. We should not allow their message
to find place in our hearts.

Zionic conditions is about the obedience of a
people—their obedience to the Celestial Law.
There is a time appointed when God will fulfill
all things. We must make preparation for that
day and time. The work of preparation and the
perfection of my Saints go forward slowly, and
Zionic conditions are no further away nor any closer
than the spiritual condition of my people justifies
(D&C 140:5c). So what keeps us from seeking to
establish these conditions?

One way to begin is to evaluate everything
we do. Everything we do is either moving us
towards the vision or moving us away from
it. Each moment of our lives we are either in
the will of God, fulfilling the measure of our
creation, or we are out of His will, not fulfilling
it. The keeping of the celestial law has to do
with us fulfilling of the measure of our creation.
As a people, as those representing His restored
church in these latter days, the fulfillment of
that calling is the requirement of being a people
of one heart and one mind,seeking to fulfill His
commandments in our lives with one another.
To this end we must evaluate our live. To this
end we must dedicate our lives.

ONE, when we lose sight of our common
covenant, when we lose sight of the sacrifice
Christ made for each of us, it attacks our ability
to focus on working together towards the
Kingdom and the vision that Zion will be.When
we are contentious and disputing with one
another it is impossible to work towards the
vision. Zion is not an individual condition. It
begins with the individual, but finds expression
in the condition of a people. It is the condition
of a faithful people—a people of one heart and
one mind based on their individual love and
commitment to the Lord.When we focus on
our common covenant, when we focus on the
example of Christ, we will, as a people move
towards the vision.
TWO, if we lose sight of God’s promises—if we
focus on worldly conditions—we will despair
and lose site of the vision that Zion will be. The
evidence the world presents us, demands us to
conclude the battle is being lost. Voices from the
world clamor that the vision is unattainable, not
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So, how do we actively engage in seeking to
establish the cause of Zion? Broadly, we know it
involves keeping all of God’s commandments,
(loving God and one another), and embracing
the truth. But where and how do we become
actively engaged?

Another way to begin is to commit our lives to
one another in very specific and tangible ways.
This will require us to come together. Zion will
not and cannot be brought about in a vacuum.
It will be brought about within the context of
Christ’s Church.We must become the body of
Christ. We must prepare the way of the Lord.
It starts by committing ourselves to meet one
another’s needs.We are admonished in several
places that we are to be equal in temporal things
if we are to be equal in spiritual things. This
equality is not referring to a simple redistribution
of wealth.There is a different plan.This equality
is not based on the principal of justice but rather
on perfect love. It proposes a way for each of us
to be able to fulfill the measure of our creation.
This covenant and equality is described in
Section 81 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

What has Christ called us to do? Has He called
us to move mountains? Change the course of
rivers? To go and convert the entire world? No,
He has simply called us to express our love
for Him by loving one another. He has simply
called us to love one another enough to sacrifice
self for each other. He has called us as a people
to come together and organize ourselves in such
a way that our temporal and spiritual needs will
be met. He has called us to seek after the welfare
of each other. He calls us to covenant with each
other that no one will go hungry; no one will
go without clothing; that all will have a place to
live; that all will have a means to make a living;
that all will have opportunity to contribute to
the cause; that all will come to a knowledge
of his laws; and that no one will bear any
burden alone. This does not require a special
endowment—it simply requires our obedience
and faithfulness to His calling in our lives—it
requires living the celestial law.
He has called us to do these things not for our
sake alone,but for the sake of those in the world
who care to see and hear. For when we, as a
people, are of one heart and one mind—Zion
will be—and it will be an ensign for those who to
see. Within this body of people lies the potential
fulfillment of the Kingdom; the possibility of
being the posterity that sees the fulfillment of the
promises of the ages.God has covenanted with
us that we will inherit a land of promise if we
seek it with all our hearts. (D&C 38:4) A collective
seeking not just an individual one. Let us trust
in God’s promises and keep our eyes on Zion
the Beautiful, and then we will be endowed
with the power of the Holy Ghost to accomplish
all things. Blessed are they who shall seek to bring
forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift
and the power of the Holy Ghost; And if they endure
unto the end, they shall be lifted up at the last day,
and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the
Lamb; And whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings
of great joy, how beautiful upon the mountains shall
they be.”I Nephi 3:187-189

CRE Women’s Council Brunch
By Kristin Barrett
Independence, Missouri
Restoration Women’s Council held their
T heannual
brunch Saturday, January 27, 2018 at

Outreach Restoration Branch in Independence,
Missouri. The theme was “Blessings through our
Brokenness.” We were blessed with wonderful
music being played on the violin, piano, and clarinet.
One part of the music that really moved me was
when the violinist and pianist played while Nicole
Capps read several scriptures and we reflected on
our prayer requests for the prayer cards.
As a convert to the Church, one thing I have found
that I never saw in any other church I attended was
the testimonies of the Saints. Hearing others share
their testimonies of the Lord has brought great
ministry to my life. I have attended a few other
conferences since I started attending a Restoration
branch, and the things that stuck with me from
those were the testimonies that were shared. The
women on the council shared their testimonies of
brokenness, and I found it very moving.
There was one testimony that played over and over
in my mind the whole time. Monica Rush had us
picture a field, edged with trees, and filled with
colorful flowers. She then talked about a fire in
part of that field. Once the fire is putout, the field is
still there, but now it is scarred. Then another fire
pops up, and another. Pretty soon there are scars in
several areas of the field. These scars are the trials
and brokenness that we all go through.
There is a comfort to me in those fires. God makes
all things new. When forests are burnt, the new life
that is brought forth from this fire is lush and green.
Even though my forest still has some charred spots,
there is new life that is springing up through the
promise that God will still be there for me. All I
have to do is seek Him.
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Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule
June 24-29, 2018

“Zion the Beautiful”
(I Nephi 3:187-189 & Genesis 7:21-25)
Daily
Themes

Zion the
Beautiful
Beckons Us
On

Time

Sunday

Daily
Themes

Onward to
Zion – Seek to
Bring Forth &
Establish My
Zion

Onward to
Zion – Bind
Yourselves
with a
Covenant

Onward to
Zion –
Prepare
Yourselves &
Your Families

Onward to
Zion –
Prepare Ye the
Center Place

Onward to
Zion –
March On
with a Song

Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:30am to 6:30pm
Registration and
information desk will
be open from 2:00pm to
6:30pm

7:00 am

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

7:30 –
8:30

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Priesthood
Worship
Breakfast
and
Gathering
Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

10:30

Worship
Service

10:30

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

12:00
pm

Lunch (on
your own)

12:00
pm

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

2:00 –
6:30

Displays &
Exhibits
Open in
Gymnasium

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time or
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

12:30 Picnic
Lunch

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

5:00

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

(Please
Note)
2:00 –
5:00

Elders
Conference
Meetings
Begin
Dinner (on
your own

1:30

3:00 to
5:00
Monday
1:30 to
5:00
Rest of
Week
3:00 to
5:00

Family Fun &
Fellowship
Event

6:30

Song
Service

6:30

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Dinner (on
your own)
Song Service
or Other
Activity

7:00

Evening
Worship

7:00

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening of
Sharing

Evening
Worship

Reception

Campfire

Refreshments

No Event

No Event

Campfire

26 Tidings of Zion

Calendar of Events
MISSOURI SPRING RETREATS
ODESSA HILLS CAMPGROUNDS, ODESSA, MISSOURI
Theme: “All Are Called” I Peter 2:9
March 9-11
SR. High
March 16-18
JR. High\
March 23-25
Older Youth
April 7-8
Junior
CRE WOMEN’S COUNCIL SPRING RETREAT
April 14
Atherton, Missouri RB 8:30-Noon
Theme: “The Lord Carries Us Through Our Brokenness”
Isaiah 43:2-3 and 2 Nephi 3;35
Contact: Mary Prater 816-277-8555
The Women’s Council functions to serve the women of the Restoration.
Chair is Suzanne Bendorf 660-909-4346
OHIO/WEST VIRGINIA
Women’s and Youth Retreat Sat. April 14, 2018
Regional Worship Service, Sunday, April 15, 2018
Parkersburg, West Virginia Contact Jacocb Cottrill: 740-428-2214
NORTHWEST WOMEN’S RETREAT
April 20-22
Contact: Suzy Herren 503-991-8137
NORTHWEST MEN’S RETREAT
May 11-13
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
NORTHWEST SUMMER PREACHING SERIES
June 22-24
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
NORTH PLATTE NEBRASKA
Family Retreat Weekend
2020 W. 4th St.		
Contact: Layne Groseth

August 10-12, 2018
North Platte, NE 69101
308-530-2217

THREE QUESTIONS (Source Unknown)
One night a personage came into my room and gave me permission to ask him three questions.
My questions were:
		
		
		

1. When will Zion be redeemed?
Zion will never be redeemed in its fullness until Christ comes.
2. When will the Lord come?
Sooner than any expect.
3. When will the Endowment be given? Whenever I have a people prepared to receive it.
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2018 Restoration Branch Reunions
June 4-9

Zion’s Ridge
Independence, MO
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

If any additional camps,
retreats,
or
reunions
should be listed or any
corrections needed, please
notify the CRE Office at
816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

June 9-16

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, MO
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or
odessahills.com 816-230-4000

June 10-16

South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Paul and Lynnette Davis 816-795-0703

June 24-29

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion
Independence, MO
at Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration School in Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Website www.eldersconference.org or CRE Office 816-836-3421

June 30-July 7 Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
in Odessa, MO
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802
July 21-28

Woodbine Iowa Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

July 23-29

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208

July 30-Aug. 5 Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
July 28-Aug. 3 Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove in Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-862-1029
July 28-Aug. 4 Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Richard Leighton 207-217-8453

Northwest 2017 Reunion
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2018 Restoration Branch Youth Camps
IOWA
June 10-16

Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211

July 7-12

Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
Dates TBA

Jr. High and Sr. High Zion’s Youth Camp
Location and Contact: TBD

July 5-21

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7)
at Eric Beach, Ontario CANADA

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO

“Answer the Call” James 1:22

May 20-26
Older Youth (College age/unmarried)
June 3-7
Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)		
Directors: Erik and Amy Simmons
June 17-23
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: Jeff and Shelly Morrison
June 24-30
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
Grades are for the upcoming school year.

RESTORATION CAMPING INC. (RCI) Go to RCICamps.org for more information.
June 23-29		
Mountain Camp
(Grades 10-13)
Colorado
July 7-13		
Leadership Camp
(Grades 10-13)
Odessa Hills
July 8-14		
Bountiful		
(Grades 7-9)		
Odessa Hills
July 15-21		
Mammoth Camp
(Grades 9-13)		
Lake of the Ozarks
July 22-25		
Tiona			
(Girls Grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills
July 25-28		
Liahona		
(Boys Grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills
July 30-Aug. 3		
Walk the Talk		
(Grades 10-13)
Odessa Hills
NORTHWEST REGION (Oregon/Washington)
Aug. 5-10

Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA

Contact: Kevin Herren 523-562-9384

TEXAS
July 4-8 2000 Strong Adventure Camp
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-574-3051
Camp begins at 5 PM on July 4 and concludes on Sunday July 8. There are two camps held
concurrently. A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young adult camp for ages 18-25. The camps
are at the Collin County Adventure 1180 W. Houston St. Anna, TX.
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God’s Spirit Is Moving

Around The World: “Go Ye Therefore And Teach”
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Mission trips were completed to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Kenya and Nigeria in 2017. A mission to Nigeria was completed by Rick Johanson and Mike Stephenson.
Lyle Smith and others completed a mission to Kenya in January, 2018.
Greater European Ministries (GEM)
Elders Joe Hale and Brian Mundy were in England in January, 2018. Elder Brian Mundy is learning the
German language to be better able to provide ministry there. He will be in Germany in February, 2018.
Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)
LAMB Report 2017: At the Annual Reunion in Honduras, January 2017, the Saints used the Bible, Book
of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants in all the preaching services. There were five baptisms, and the
new members shared in the Sacrament Service held later. There were classes for young people, classes
for children and marriage classes. Elder Shane Robinson preached on Friday night to the congregation.
Leaders for 2017 were elected.
In Mexico, Seventy Juan Reyes reported making several missionary trips to the cities of Jojutla and
to Matamoros. Juan and wife, Tina, attended the CRE Conference June 25-30, 2017 in Independence,
Missouri. Funds from LAMB helped cover their travel expenses.
Brother Reyes Report on the earthquake in Mexico in September of 2017.With much gratitude we turn
thanks to our God for protecting the Church Saints in Mexico. The last earthquake was much more intense
especially in Jojutla where the largest number of our Church Saints live, but no Saints were wounded.
The LAMB board consists of: James Van Biber, Jr., Chairman, David Schoff, Treasurer, Joe Hale, Secretary,
and members: Eric Baker, Manuel Castillo, Michael Holmes, Pete Hughes and Ken Ward.
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
AUSTRALIA: A mission trip to Australia is being considered for March/April 2018. NEPAL/INDIA: Elders
Doug Smith, Odessa, Missouri; Lyle Smith, Grain Valley, Missouri; and Brian Herren, Salem, Oregon
completed a mission to Nepal and India in the fall of 2017.Another trip is set for the spring of 2018.
PHILIPPINES: A mission is being planned for the Mindanao region in 2018. Elder Murray Broughton and
wife, Delma were in Luzon in December 2017. They celebrated the 10 year anniversary since starting the
Bible study in Agno.
Domestic Outreach: USA and Canada
Priesthood from Michigan and Missouri were in Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada in November of 2017 for
two baptisms. Matthew Gabriel Lavinge and Jennifer Caroline Bourque were baptized by Priest Lloyd
Mahoney and confirmed by Elder Shaun Turner and High Priest Paul Gage.
Elder John Mundy is wintering in Arizona and plans to visit Saints in Arizona and California. He and his
wife, Polly are in the Phoenix, Arizona area.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. All contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
There is a great need for additional help in
funding the Tidings of Zion. Please note the
article, in this issue, from Ray Lane, CRE
Treasurer. Tidings of Zion currently goes into
4400 homes around the world, including 48
states of the USA as well as Australia, Canada,
England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies
so we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger
number to Kenya and the northern island of
Luzon and southern island of Mindanao in the

Philippines. The copies of Tidings of Zion are
then distributed, by the ministers to the Saints
in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If every family that receives the
Tidings of Zion would donate $20.00 each year,
it would easily cover the cost for Tidings of
Zion. Some individuals are already doing this
and it is VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks
can be made out to the CRE and in the memo line,
write, “Tidings of Zion.” Mailing information is
inside the front cover.
Stewardship is the response of my people to
the ministry of my Son, and is required alike of
all those who seek to build the kingdom. D&C
147:5 a.

SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch
news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send
to the CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://beltonrestorationbranch.sermon.net/rss/main/audio
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org
Usually, you can just type in the name of the branch and it will take you to their website.

READER’S COMMENTS
Thank you so much for the Tidings of Zion.

- Pam Bohler
Arvada, Colorado
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Scripture Read-a-thon Report
By Paul Ludy
Bates City, Missouri

Year’s Day became a day of scripture reading for a
Newdozen
people who braved the very cold weather to meet

at the Bates City Restoration Branch for a “Scripture Reada-thon.” As an alternative to watching parades and football games for the day, the read-a-thon offered the
opportunity to join together and read from the New Testament.
The invitation to Saints and friends said we would begin with Matthew and see how far we could read between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Some had hopes that we could complete Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in that time
period—even with time out for snacks and lunch. We took turns reading the verses. And we stopped from
time to time to answer questions or seek explanations from other renditions of the Bible, a Bible dictionary, etc.
Saints from five Restoration branches, plus a family from Kansas, participated in the read-a-thon. Some were
present for only a few hours, but most were there for the day.
Two of the readers were eight and nine years old; they had brought copies of the NIV Bible to read. It was a
bit difficult for them to follow until they started reading from the Inspired Version. And then they were still
reading words which were not really in their working vocabularies.
As the closing time drew near, we were just finishing the book of Matthew. Likely two or three could have
read more and faster, but it wouldn’t have been as meaningful. Some of the readers said this was the best way
they had ever celebrated New Year’s Day. It gave a “jump start” to encourage people to make reading from the
Scriptures a part of their daily practice.
Other groups and branches might like to sponsor a read-a-thon. Two or three families could do it. And they
don’t need to wait until next New Year’s Day!

