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From the
Treasurer of
the Conference
of Restoration
Elders (CRE)

Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE) Annual
Priesthood Retreat at
Kirtland, Ohio
Ray and Rene Lane

By Ray Lane, CRE Treasurer

D

ear Saints and recipients of Tidings of Zion,
At the Restoration Branch Family Reunion
and CRE, in June, 2017, the budget for 2017-2018
for the CRE was presented and passed. The
budget was increased by $12,000.00 to $61,700.00
which include funds for Domestic Outreach and
rental space for the office. The house where the
CRE office is located is owned by Center Place
Restoration School and is under contract to be
sold. When the house is sold, the office would
have to be moved to another location. The rent on
another office is unknown, at this point.
The Tidings of Zion is a good portion of the budget
with publication and mailing four times a year.
The total cost of producing the Tidings of Zion
ranges from $28,000 to $32,000.00 for the year,
depending on the number of pages and US postal
rates. Going into over 4200 homes around the
world, the Tidings of Zion serves a vital role for
those in the Restoration.
The office expenses cover similar items as you
have in your homes, (heat, electric, water, rent,
phone, supplies, etc.). These utilities, of course,
continue on and vary according to the rates.
Our reserves have been depleted! Therefore in
order to continue to operate and also have the
funds to meet the budget, your contributions
are greatly needed. We are very appreciative for
the financial gifts that many of the Saints have
contributed.
As the adage goes, all expenses have been paid,
BUT the funds are still in your possession.
May the Lord bless you in your support of HIS
work.

By Elder Jason Hamilton
Independence, Missouri
Saturday, September 16, 2017, priesthood
O nmembers
from across the country gathered to

Kirtland, Ohio for an opportunity to draw closer
to their Lord and worship together in His House.
“Charity is the Pure Love of Christ” was the theme
for the weekend.
The morning activities began at the Kirtland
Restoration Branch with a worship service that set
the tone for the entire weekend. It was evident by
the prayers given that there was an earnest desire
to seek out the Lord – a spirit of contrition and
humbleness permeated the sanctuary and pierced
the hearts of those in attendance. Several testified
of God’s mercy and love in their lives.This served
to quickly unify the body, of which many had never
met before.
Following this time of worship, Richard Neill
presented a class on charity to the priesthood.
Brother Neill stated that there are many questions
being asked today by those in the church: How
should the church function? How will the kingdom
of God come to pass? How will the Saints overcome
the rulers of the darkness of this world? As these
questions and others are considered, one must
recognize the importance of charity in the lives of
the priesthood.
“Let all your things be done with charity…”
I Corinthians 16:14
“No one can assist in this work, except he shall be
humble and full of love, having faith, hope, and
charity…” Doctrine and Covenants 11:4b
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and
of angels, and have not charity, I am become
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”
I Corinthians 13:1
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Through the study of scripture, and also by
reviewing the message on charity given at the
opening service of the Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders, in
Independence, Missouri, June 25-30, 2017, it became
readily apparent that without charity abounding
in the hearts of the priesthood and the Saints, the
work of the church cannot move forward to the
degree that the world so desperately needs, and
that the Lord desires.
The priesthood spent time in small groups
discussing what it means to have charity in their
lives and how to implement it in their ministry.
Many helpful thoughts and suggestions were
expressed and then shared with the entire body. It
was mentioned that charity is a sacrificial love that
leads us to give of ourselves to others just as Christ
gave His life for us. Charity requires action, but is
more than just something we do; instead, it must
reside in us continually. Many suggestions were
given to aid individual’s efforts to allow charity to
reign in their lives, such as: making a commitment
to other people, being more sincere, praying that
the Lord will open up doors for ministry, praying
specifically for charity, working diligently to
remove selfishness, pride, and double mindedness,
and also to follow the process outlined in II Peter
1:5-8.
“And besides this, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and
to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance,
patience; and to patience, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness, charity.”
At the conclusion of the class, lunch was graciously
provided by the Saints of the Kirtland Restoration
Branch. The meal was served by Sisters Fran
Webster, Gabby Zambrano, Mickey Dippel, Christy
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Joyce and others. The afternoon was free to allow
for touring of the Kirtland Temple and other
historic sites, study, meditation, and rest.
In the late afternoon, the priesthood gathered back
to the Kirtland Restoration Branch to participate in
a Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper service. The Lord
sustained His followers as each was blessed with
an outpouring of His Spirit.
After partaking of the emblems, Brother Eric
Odida, from Kenya, brought a sermon which bears
mentioning here, for the Lord greatly blessed Eric
in his ministry. The priesthood body was reminded
of Abraham and his role to bring about the
kingdom. Giving his all was the least he could do
and we today must learn of this love. This is what
the greater kingdom is all about.The priesthood
must not give to receive, but they must give their
all and be willing to lay down their lives before
Him. When we give less we short-change God.
In John chapter six, an account is given of how
Jesus took five barley loaves and two small fish
and fed a multitude of over 5,000 people. Brother
Odida drew attention to the 12 baskets of fragments
that remained. The fragments were broken pieces,
useless, and not preferred; yet, Christ gathered
these fragments together and there was enough
to build the kingdom (12 baskets). Good pieces
will be used to feed the people (lesser kingdom),
but the Lord will take the broken and use them
to establish His greater kingdom. Those of the
priesthood have this desire to be used, but cannot
until they are ready to lay everything down before
their Master. It will be a process, but the Lord will
be there to help. In conclusion, those in attendance
were told that if they were to leave Kirtland, as a
loving people, they must be broken.
Following the Sacrament service, the priesthood
gathered to the Kirtland Temple for the first of

two opportunities during the weekend to worship
inside. The priesthood filled the time allotted by
uniting in song, offering prayers, and sharing in
testimony. Each occasion to worship in the Lord’s
House is precious, and this moment was no
different. As the service drew to a close, the body
was reminded that the Lord is asking us to listen
to Him. After the closing prayer, focus was turned
towards the final service that would be held the
next day.
Sunday morning was beautiful and the impressive
edifice that is the Kirtland Temple glimmered in
the early light of the sun. It is hard not to gaze upon
the Temple and reflect with appreciation, on the
sacrifices and faith of the early Saints who helped
erect it. During the morning service, Paul Edwards
and Jay Havener were called upon to address those
in attendance as directed by the Spirit. Brother
Edwards reminded the body of the importance
of preparation and shared personal experiences
from the Kirtland Reunion held earlier in the year.
Brother Havener talked about the transcending
love of Christ and asked the priesthood to change
their mindset from working for God to working
with God. When this mindset is changed, it is not
our shadow that is cast but it is God’s shadow that
is cast.
Prayers were offered that all may be filled with the
pure love of Christ and become the sons of God.
Many testimonies were given and lives rededicated
to the service of Christ. Of note, Darrell Webster,
who is recovering from injuries sustained in a
recent car accident, testified how the Lord had
preserved his life and reaffirmed his desires to be
in the Lord’s employ, even in the midst of the trials
he currently faces. At one point during the service,
a comment was made in regards to the endowment
and the question asked, “What have we come to be
endowed with? Prophecy? Tongues?” I Corinthians
13:8 was then read.
“Charity never faileth; but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues,
they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away.”
The reading of the scripture above reiterated the
theme of the weekend, confirming to the body the
importance of seeking out charity in their lives.
There were several who stood and bore testimony
that they had received a greater portion of this
charity during the weekend.

In closing, the men were counseled to enhance their
ministry, which includes knowing the scriptures
and having the love of Christ in their hearts. Each
was challenged to consider what the transforming
power of Christ’s love was calling them to do as
they went forth from this place.
It seems as though a line was drawn in the sand in
the lives of those who attended. It was recognized
that to return home unchanged would be a step
backwards, but instead, each must make the
necessary sacrifices to allow Christ’s love to reign
in their hearts continually. Now is the time to labor
and thrust in his sickle. The Lord will take those
who are broken and with them accomplish His
purposes in these end times. May God bless you
and keep you His until we meet again.
An Amazing Grace Testimony from Kirtland
by Priest Rick Edie, New Philadelphia, Ohio
On Saturday, September 16, 2017, I sat in the front
pew for the worship service in the Kirtland Temple.
I felt God’s Spirit with us throughout that service.
A brother, sitting behind me, told his testimony
of God’s grace and forgiveness to him, and how
meaningful the hymn, “Amazing Grace” is to him.
I had to turn around and tell him of my love and
gratitude as well.
My seven times great-grandfather, was John
Newton, the author/writer of that precious song,
“Amazing Grace”. We hugged and bonded as
brothers in Christ! I am so thankful to have been
there and heard Grandpa Newton’s song sung in
the most Holy place on this earth at this time.
I thought I saw the shadow of our Lord standing
in the top pulpits of the Temple. The service shared
by all my brothers was the most meaningful
experience of my life. May God and our brothers
continue to gather to the Temple, yearly, until the
Lord comes. This is my prayer and desire.

Vim Horn and David Joyce in class session
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My Testimony of the
2017 Kirtland Priesthood
Retreat
By Elder Jay Havener
Oxford, Michigan
long as I have been attending the Kirtland
A sPriesthood
retreats, I have always brought

home something to build my ministry upon.
This year was no different. I came away from the
retreat with a renewed understanding of the pure
love that Christ has for all. The brethren who
gathered at Kirtland this year quickly formed a
bond of fellowship that emulated this love.
I had the honor of speaking to my brethren
on Sunday morning in the Temple about the
transcending love of Christ. I shared how that
love reached out to me many, many years ago
before I had ever considered God; even before
I began to search for God. I told them of the
prayers of a little girl, who was taught early to
pray for her future companion, had reached
across time and many miles to bring me into the
Restoration. That is the transcending power and
love of Christ.
I related something that Arthur Oakman had
shared with the priesthood in the 60s about how
God had laid upon Christ the responsibility for
taking on the sins of man. As Christ fulfilled
that responsibility it was also our responsibility
to do likewise and take upon ourselves the sins
of those to whom we minister. Even as I stated
that, and trusted Brother Oakman’s statement, I
wondered at it and desired to know for myself
the truth of this responsibility.
In the early morning hours of October 2, 2017, I
had a dream that verified this idea. I awoke from
a dream that involved myself and several other
men whom I did not personally know, but knew
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to be priesthood. There was a group of maybe 10
or 12. We were working together and we were all
dressed in white robes.
In the course of the dream, we were ministering
and were being led in our ministry by a “special
guide.” I believe the guide was an angel, whose
presence I felt more that saw. I remember
being confronted by a young woman who was
confessing her sins to us. The brother standing
by my side begin to talk to her in a judgmental
way and was suggesting to this young woman
she needed to immediately change her ways. I
remember thinking to myself that this brother
was not helping the situation. I stopped him and
stood before the woman, telling her of the love of
her Heavenly Father and that if I could, I would
bear her sins for her.
Then, in my dream, the robe of the brother who
previously “counseled” her, turned dark and
I stood with a large vessel in my arms simply
labeled “Sin” and my robes remained white.
At this point I awoke. I pondered this dream and
believe that it was indeed a spiritual dream and
I remembered some text from my Patriarchal
Blessing that told me that I would encounter
those who would come to me enmeshed in sin
and tell me of those sins that I would rather not
hear about, but that I was to listen and be their
minister.
This also verifies to me the comment that Brother
Oakman made to a body of priesthood during a
lecture series about Worship and the Ordinances;
that just as Christ took the responsibility and
bore the sins of men on the cross, the priesthood,
likewise, are to take upon themselves the same
responsibility and bear the sins of the Saints.
Brother Oakman told the assembled men, that
there was no escaping this responsibility, if we
were to minister in the stead of Christ.
This verified my desire to know the truth of his
statement and testified to me, that the Kirtland
Priesthood retreat was divinely led and attended
by that Good Spirit that is calling His priesthood

into a greater service - even a risky service
perhaps - and preparing us to more completely
fulfill our office and calling because the time is
short and there is much work to do.
A Glimpse of Zion
by Elder Bruce Levengood, Dover, Ohio

Jesus Christ.” It begins with faith and with Godly
care expands to charity. “Wherefore, cleave unto
charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things
must fail; but charity is the pure love of Christ,
and it endureth for ever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with
them.” (Moroni 7:52)

It was a joy to join with the brothers who
attended the retreat at Kirtland. The focus on
charity prevailed in a powerful way, from the first
greeting of my brothers, until this very moment
my soul is strengthened by the power of charity.
As we studied and worshiped together, the out
pouring of love and concern for each other and
our fellow beings and the church impressed on
me that we were experiencing a glimpse of Zion.
I am revived by this experience. I have found
that if you avail yourself to opportunities such as
reunions, retreats, worship experiences, service
to others, etc. that God really means it when he
says “Draw near unto me and I will draw near
unto you.”

ZION WILL BE, either with us or without
us. The question is, “Will we be prepared for
Zion?” “Wherefore, ye must press forward
with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect
brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all
men.” (2 Nephi 13:29)

An old coach told us young players that we need
to be agile, hostile and mobile to excel in the sport.
It required time, energy, devotion, discipline,
diligence, and commitment, to attain our goal. If
the goal of the Saints is Zion, and it is, it is going
to require all of the above mentioned effort and
more. That “more” includes charity. The process
of charity in Peter’s exhortation (2 Peter 1:511) in part states: “...giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and
to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance,
patience; and to patience, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness, charity. For if these things be in you,
and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure; for if ye do
these things, ye shall never fall; For so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior

A Kirtland Experience —
September 16-17, 2017

Isaiah

7:14 Therefore, the Lord himself shall

give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and shall bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.

By Elder Dan Hood
Independence, Missouri
of the words of Joseph and Sidney written
I think
in Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants:
“And now, after the many testimonies which have
been given of him, this is the testimony, last of all,
which we give of him, that he lives, for we saw
him, even on the right hand of God. . .”

I did not see him in the Temple, nor have I at
any time seen him bodily. Nevertheless, I have a
testimony that he lives, and is a God of miracles.
I confess that I had not made much in the way of
preparation for the Kirtland priesthood gathering,
and I am grateful for the sacrifices of those who
did, for I believe all who attended were blessed
because of them.
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I hadn’t felt well enough the week before to
really want to go. I had an upper front tooth that
was abscessed, and although the pain had been
taken away in answer to prayers, the infection
seemed to linger in my body. I made the effort
and gathered at 5AM, on Friday, September 15,
2017. After prayers for safety and blessings, we
got into the van with several other brethren from
Independence and Eric Odida from Kenya.
The Lord wants to speak to you... call you to gather in the spirit of charity.
These words were a preface to a message given
through Seventy Richard Neill on the first Sunday
service of the In-Town Reunion, June 25, 2017. I
had recently read his testimony (Tidings Of Zion
#120), and was vaguely aware that “Charity” was
to be the theme of the gathering in Kirtland. I
wanted to focus and pray and study on the way,
but my throat was feeling tight and I just didn’t
feel well and thought, “Lord, where are you?”
The Lord answered dramatically, mid-afternoon
somewhere in Indiana. In the midst of freeway
traffic and in the fast lane, a white car moved
past us on the right and tried to merge two cars
ahead, clipping another car and careening into
the median at 70 miles per hour. As if in slow
motion it bounced off the three-cable barrier and
was heading straight towards us. By inches and
split seconds, it moved behind us and continued
across three lanes of busy interstate traffic, coming
to rest on the far side of the road on the shoulder.
We stopped in the median, whispering and saying
aloud, “Thank you, Lord! Thank you, Jesus!”
Amazingly, there were no other impacts, no rearenders, no fatalities, not even any injuries to speak
of. It could easily have turned into a 15 car pileup
with us in the midst of it all, but by the Lord’s
choosing, we were back on our way in minutes. . .
Called to gather in the spirit of charity... And charity never faileth.
That incident laid to rest any doubts I may have
had about whether or not the Lord was calling ME
personally to be a part of this gathering and I was
very glad to be in Kirtland once again. I continued
to feel just mildly sick, and my throat was feeling
tighter and it was harder to swallow. I continued
to cry out for relief, not wanting to waste my
time, and the Lord’s, being so self absorbed and
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distracted. I remember thinking on the way to the
Kirtland Restoration Branch on Saturday morning,
that “The Endowment” long sought, must also
include an endowment of physical strength and
stamina, for many of the brethren—and especially
me in this moment—were not physically up to the
challenge. During the prayer service, I vacillated
between leaving the service, finding a place to lie
down, or asking for special prayers. I felt I was
under some kind of spiritual attack, and I felt I
was failing miserably.
Then, the Lord suddenly came to his temple...the
temple that is me! (I Corinthians 6:19)
As Brother Richard was introduced to lead the
morning class, he said he wanted to share some
thoughts on the message given through him in
June, as referenced above. He said there was a
handout, which was distributed. As I began to read
it again, the words began to feel more warm and
personal. I began to read and hear them as written
to me. Then I got to the following paragraph:
“I am a God of miracles, and there is no greater
miracle then when charity reigns in the hearts
of a people. Charity has the power to cleanse, to
heal, and to unite. May it be so with this people.
Amen.”
I knew these were the words of God, speaking from
eternity to the here and now. Speaking to reassure,
to remind, even to reprove for my impatience
and doubt. As I read the words, “Charity has
the power to cleanse, to heal, and to unite. . .”
the Lord endowed me with those very gifts! The
words themselves became the power by which
their promise was delivered. I WAS cleansed—
in an instant, but after much prayer and hope. I
WAS healed—I knew and felt the sickness being
lifted completely; and even though the tightness
in my throat was not taken away suddenly, I had
no doubt that it was gone, for now I was on God’s
time and it didn’t matter.
Best of all, I was now able to be united in purpose
and intent and desire with all of the others here
with me. I knew immediately that the blessing I
had been seeking to feel better and to be healed
was just preparation for the blessings to follow. I
now had ears to hear and eyes to see—the sum

being that charity truly is the key that unlocks all
that God promises. It is both the lock and the key,
and it is in fact the treasure to be found. It is the
pure love of Christ, and it never fails.
The Lord showed me that, like the Jews, we often
fail by looking beyond the mark (Jacob 3:22-23).
We seek “THE Endowment” and wait for it, when
the Lord is willing and ready to give us “AN
endowment” of many blessings and gifts, given
whenever our heart is willing to serve Him and
bless His people. We sometimes seek to be the
greatest in His kingdom, when He calls us to gird
ourselves and serve others. I believe Brother Eric
Odida brought the greatest challenge to our way of
thinking, when he called us to be, not the miracle
bread and fish that feeds the five thousand, but
to be the fragments and broken crumbs—twelve
baskets to be the building blocks of the kingdom.
“By very small means the Lord doth confound the
wise, and bringeth about the salvation of many
souls.” (Alma 17:36)
FOOTNOTE: It is self-evident to me that my
experience is a de facto endorsement of the
message referenced; it was confirmed to me by
signs following. I believe it to be a word from God
for the church in our day, worthy of prayerful study
and discussion. This is not to exalt the messenger,
but only to praise God for his condescension to us
unworthy creatures (Mosiah 2:20). “Wherefore,
cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for
all things must fail; but charity is the pure love
of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso
is possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well
with them.” (Moroni 7:52) May it be so with this
people. Amen.
Matthew 3:9-11 When they had heard the king,
they departed; and lo, the star which they saw in
the east went before them until it came and stood
over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
And when they were come into the house, they
saw the young child, with Mary his mother, and
fell down and worshiped him. And when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Kirtland 2017
By Elder Paul Edwards
Barberton, Ohio

like to share my experience during the
I would
2017 Kirtland priesthood gathering. It was

a wonderful experience and every part of the
activities as well as the speakers were well chosen.
I would love to comment on each topic but will
keep my testimony on a personal level. Having
gone to many gatherings in the past I have always
felt less than prepared spiritually even though the
prior year I went to the height of my readiness and
did not come face to face with my Lord. None the
less it was a wonderful experience but my goals
were set to the highest. With this in mind I felt a
great responsibility to do my part, not wanting to
be the one who did little or no preparations for fear
I would diminish the opportunity for my brethren
to receive a blessing and perhaps a mountain high
experience.
I decided to start by making a covenant with God
to fast two meals a day starting July 5, 2017, also
to prepare for the Kirtland Area reunion at Temple
Grove. I was to speak on Wednesday night. The
Lord blessed me in this thing and brought me to a
place I’ve never felt, even to a spiritual level where
I truly would lay my life aside for my fellow Saints.
After having been under such an overwhelming
Spirit, I felt it would be to my benefit to continue
to fast and raise my voice in mighty prayer in the
depths of humility asking for a full remission of all
my transgressions.
After several weeks of my vigil, having felt God’s
Spirit daily with great force, I would go home each
night after work exhausted; not from my labors at
work, but from the weight of the Holy Spirit upon
me for hours on end. I must confess, I believe a
man can come into the presence of his Creator, if
his faith is such as the brother of Jared.
My desire is such, as his experience and that is
what I was preparing myself for, to meet Christ.
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I know if I have sin laid to my charge I would not
be able to stand before Him and look Him in the
eyes with a clear conscience. I knew I had to be
completely sincere with God and pour out every
ounce of humility before Him, hour by hour, day
after day and week after week that I could be
innocent before Him. This was done with much
heart ache and tears.
Two days before the gathering, my dear brother,
Larry Cottrill contacted me and asked me if I
have been prostrate before the Lord. I thought to
myself that is a strange thing to ask, but I said,
“Yes, every day.” Then Larry said to me “ I’m not
one to say thus saith the Lord very often, but I
have to, Brother Paul, thus saith the Lord, I have
seen you prostate before Me. I have heard your
prayers as they have been given from your broken
heart. Doubt no more, you are forgiven. Keep your
eyes on Me and you shall see the things you have
prayed. Seek those things that are found in my
scriptures and you shall be given strength for my
work.” Having received this priceless message
from the Creator of all, how could I ever allow my
faith to be shaken? I was going to Kirtland, Ohio
to meet my Savior!
I was like a child on Christmas morning on the
drive to Kirtland and was determined to keep
this testimony to myself until after the gathering.
We arrived Saturday morning, greeted each other
and rekindled old friendships. The worship
service began and I felt a warm spirit and had an
opportunity to offer a prayer. I poured out my
heart in the hopes that all under my voice would
be moved to be humble and have the same desire
that I had come for. I felt this could be the moment
we are all of one heart and one mind with the desire
to receive the great endowment. Of course it was
my desire as well, but to meet Christ during the
process, was on my mind. I guess I just assumed
we were all taking great lengths to be acceptable
before our God that He could have righteous men
to endow.
Having received those inspired words I really had
no doubt it was going to happen, until we reached
the Temple that night. I hurried to get brother
Joe Easterling and myself to the front row. I just
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wanted to be upfront when Jesus appeared. The
service started and my heart was in the middle
of my throat from the anticipation. I’m sure there
was a good spirit among the brethren, but not one
that I had been under the prior weeks preparing
for this moment. I bowed my head through most
of the service and poured my heart out pleading
for this to happen and said, “Father, if you want
me to stand and testify I will, but I don’t feel the
power of your Spirit I had hoped for. I prayed on
for some time, listening to the brethren pray and
testify and I looked up and saw my dear friend
and brother from Morgantown, West Virginia,
Andrew Joyce and I instantly felt better. He was
sitting up front where Joseph Smith Jr. and the
early priesthood sat. If you know me, you know
I have a desire to serve pray, testify, preach, and
minister. It doesn’t matter, serving God is at the
very top of my priorities. I said to God, “How can
I ever sit up there?” Wow! What an honor my
brother had, being blessed with the opportunity
to serve in the Kirtland Temple. Not that I would
ever desire to put myself there over another. I
do prefer my brother and was so happy to see
Andrew up there.
The service ended and I had not seen Christ.
My heart sank as we walked outside. We stood
outside a moment and brother Vim Horn walked
over to me and said, “I heard your prayer and I felt
you may have something to say.” “Yes, I said.” I
wasn’t really sure if he was going to call on me to
share the first testimony or actually preach. I tried
to get some sleep knowing there was no time to
prepare a sermon. It was about 10 pm by the time
I got to my room. On my knees I went, asking
God to help me. I felt nothing, as if I was alone.
I said, “Lord I trust you,” and I went to bed. As I
closed my eyes, I felt a dark presence in my room.
I would open my eyes and just catch something
move, but then nothing. This happened several
times and at moments I could feel something
press on my bed. I could feel it and hear it. I
remembered Moses’ experience, so I called out to
God and I was no longer afraid. It had been the
most frightening moment of my life. It was a true
trial of faith all through the night.

Brother Easterling and I got to the Temple and
waited for Brother Horn. He called me inside to
prepare to go up front. How was this possible?
God blessed me with the thing that I desired: to
preach in the Temple, but I had no idea what to
say. I trusted Him for that. As we got to the front,
Brother Horn said I was going to speak first. I still
had no idea what I was going to say. It soon became
my turn to speak and still the trial continued.
I stood and opened my mouth and it was filled. I
believe I could have spoken for hours. I felt a great
Spirit come over me and the Lord has impressed
upon me to tell His people to be prepared with
much prayer and fasting and to stand ready. He
told me to make charity the center of my service.
We should never have to say let me go and fast
and pray to prepare for any ordinance or to speak
in any capacity.
Friends, I being the least of all the Saints stand
as a testimony as to how quickly God can move
and He can use even me in this great honorable
opportunity. This would have not been possible
without being in tune with the Holy Spirit. I
believe that no man ever at any time, performed a
miracle, unless he was clean before God and isn’t
that what were are asking every time we place our
hands on anyone in the ordinances of the Church
of Jesus Christ? The ordinances are the avenue of
divine light unto man and they are performed by
men of preparation. We should think of that every
day and every time we are called in a ministry
occasion. We must make some big changes in our
lives so next year when we go to Kirtland, we will
be ready to meet Christ.
I pray this will be the unanimous desire of this
holy priesthood as was shared in Kirtland. The
greatest honor on the earth is to be called a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ. I take it personally
when people are not healed and prayers are not
answered and yes, when I don’t see Christ. If we
become the people we claim to be, then we need
to step up, all of us, lay our pride aside and follow
Christ and not men, doing what the scriptures
lead us to do, with all faithfulness and humility.
Having a permanent fast in our lives, I promise
we will all see the things we read about and only
dream about, with no real belief that we will see

them. It is possible, if we become doers of the
word and put on the robes of righteousness.
Preparation and Kirtland 2017
By Tim Saylor
Independence, Missouri
The joy and importance of meeting with brethren
of the priesthood in the Temple is important. We
meet with brethren that are in the same endeavors
as ourselves. We have then, as a result, a sense of
camaraderie, a refreshing of spirit to go out and
fulfill our duties as priesthood. We feel the charity
that transcends understanding. Some could say
that we are endowed by a spirit to continue in
faith. Is this the true endowment of power? To
turn the hearts of the children to the fathers and
the hearts of the fathers to the children? In my
own preparation for Kirtland, I had decided to
prepare more diligently. My wish is to be endowed
from on high. This required of me a deeper level
of preparation. Some brethren of my congregation
also decided to take on this endeavor with me. We
tested the promises and sweet was the reward.
Saturday afternoon before entering into the
Temple there was a Sacrament service in which
we as priesthood were united in partaking of
the emblems. Those emblems were particularly
special to me on this occasion. Having fasted from
Wednesday night, my stomach was sure to let me
know that it was empty. Having fasted only food,
the bread was especially sweet to my soul. Having
denied myself the very substance that sustains my
body and then eating a morsel of bread impacted
me on a spiritual level. What would our blessings
be if we deny ourselves of all ungodliness? Willing
to take upon me the name of Christ, to keep His
commandments.
The Sacrament wine did not have as much
meaning to me because I had been drinking water
through my fast. That makes me wonder what
the effect of fasting water would have made on
a spiritual level. The services went well. There
were prayers of faith. Men poured their hearts out
in concern of the times and season that we live
in. We were challenged in the Sunday morning
worship. Yet, again we are not prepared enough
for the endowment.
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Sunday morning after the worship, we returned
to our hotel room and had another sacrament
service to end our fast. We tested the promise to
see what the impact would be on our bodies. I was
blessed with energy and stamina to drive nearly
all the way home. No weariness at all. I enjoyed
the physical and spiritual blessings of fasting and
ending the fast with the Sacrament.
Let us then, move on to perfection. I pray that
each of us will submit to the ways of the Lord and
be molded by Him. It is not our right to fit Him to
our standards, but rather to have Christ mold us
to His.
A Note to the Saints
By Patriarch Vernon Darling
Oak Grove, Missouri
We know we are the heirs
of the Restoration. We must
clarify our vision of the
church.
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is essential for the
Christian life. We can never forget how infinitely
far the Creator is from the creature; it shows that
the church must do more than believe. Jesus
invites the disciples to come and follow Him.
It is as if He said to them, come along with me
to the place where faith is possible. We must be
the church of faith, hope, and above all love. The
power of salvation is in the victory of faith in Jesus
Christ alone; the church that is great in its faith
must be even greater in its love. The real power
of love—is its ability to transform us. A church
might have great faith, orthodox beliefs, loyalty to
its heritage, and obedience to law. But if it is not a
church of pure, all-embracing love, it is good for
nothing.
What does it mean to believe in Christ, who
was love itself, if I still hate and do not reconcile?
What does it mean to confess Christ as my Lord
and Savior, if I don’t do His will? Such a faith is
not faith but hypocrisy. One cannot be a believer
in Christ without first being reconciled with his
brother or sister. The church that calls people to
faith in Christ must be, a vivid demonstration of
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love, the height of reconciliation, the source of
the fire in which all hate is smothered and proud,
hateful people are transformed into loving people.
No church can live by the greatness of their deeds,
but they live by the mighty, but unseen deeds
of God. The source of life for the world is what
happened on the cross of Golgotha. This is what
God’s LOVE looks like. This means that it is true
that we must live by that which we cannot see; that
we do not live by our own visible work, but rather
by the invisible act of God. And He said unto me,
“My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength
is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.
Who would want to live without hope – the hope
of seeing God someday? Who would want to talk
about peace and love among human kind without
wanting to experience it someday, for all eternity?
Who would want to talk about Zion without the
hope of sharing in it oneself? We bid you be of
hope! “For we are saved by hope; but hope that is
seen is not hope; for what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see
not, then with patience we wait for it.” Romans
8:24-25
What can be greater than to live in absolute faith
before God? What can be greater than to live one’s
life for God? What is greater, is the love that lives
in God. 1 John, 4:16 says, “And we have known
and believed the love that God hath to us. God
is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him.” What is greater than the
humility of faith and hope, which longs for the
coming of God? What is greater, is a love that
here and now, assures us of God’s presence and
nearness everywhere; that clings to God’s love
and knows that God’s love desires nothing, other
than our love.
Nothing, is greater than faith that hopes and holds
fast to salvation in Christ and will be justified by
Him. Nothing is greater than love that serves,
forgetting everything for the sake of the others.
“Whosoever will lose his life in this world for my
sake will find it in the world to come.” Matthew
16:28. Through faith alone we are justified before
God, through hope we are prepared for our end.

CRE Domestic
Outreach to
Southeast USA
Leo and Clareen Carroll

By Leo and Clareen Carroll
Independence, Missouri

felt in the fellowship and closing prayer asking
the Lord to continue to bless her. Our visit really
perked Barbara up and she followed us out of
the complex to our car to bid us good bye. This
was quite a distance from her room to our car.
Just a reminder that the Saints and especially our
senior citizens and shut-ins, need to be visited
frequently.

September 15, 2017, Paul Gage,
O nLeoFriday,
Carroll and Clareen Carroll, started on a
missionary trip to Saints in the southeast United
States as part of the Domestic Outreach Program
for the Conference of Restoration Elders.(CRE).
The Domestic Outreach Program is designed to
provide ministry in the USA and Canada.
We began with a group prayer for safety on the
highways and for the Lord’s Spirit to go before
us and prepare the way before the Saints. The
first two days of the trip was to be at Kirtland,
Ohio, for the CRE priesthood retreat.
Arrangements had been made to meet with Lloyd
and Jean Mahoney, from Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada, at the motel in Mentor, Ohio. Clareen
and Jean spent time together while Lloyd, Paul
and Leo were at the retreat. Jean enjoyed a tour
of the Kirtland Temple Saturday afternoon. The
Mahoney’s left for home on Sunday morning.
Jean gave Clareen a friendship vase of flowers
which Clareen was very thankful for and it is on
display in their home.

Sunday evening was enjoyable as we shared
fellowship and spent the night with Marge
Levengood at her home in Dover, Ohio. It was
like an open door all evening as we were able
to share with Tim, Kathy, Austin, and Alana
Levengood; Bruce and
Annette Levengood;
and Rick Edie. Many
thanks to Marge for
sharing her beautiful
home and love with us.

After the retreat was over, we began our trip to the
southeast. The first stop was in Massillion. Ohio
to visit with Barbara Wilkinson. She was happy
to have us visit and worship with her by sharing
our testimonies one with another. Barbara’s
collection of church books and family mementos
added to the homey presence. The Spirit was

We left Dover Monday
afternoon and drove
to Lucasville, Ohio
to visit with Louise
Crabtree in her home.
Also joining us were
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Patsy Pleasant, and Don and Mary Mottashed.
Louise had prepared her husband’s famous ham
salad and chicken salad sandwiches. Louise is
the mother of Marge Anderson, who attends
Oak Grove Restoration Branch in Oak Grove,
Missouri After a several hours of fellowship, we
had a closing prayer and drove to Portsmouth,
Ohio.
Driving all day Tuesday, we spent the night in
Murray, Kentucky. On Wednesday, we headed
for Paris, Tennessee and met with Elder Andy
Van Dyke, on Wednesday morning. We met
brother Andy at McDonalds during his work
break. After meeting and sharing with this
young man. my thoughts were “WOW! How
knowledgeable of the scriptures.” Andy’s work
break was stretched to two and a half hours
before we parted and were on the road traveling
to our next destination.
We had a short drive to Lexington, Tennessee
and met that evening we met with Elder Fate
Britt, pastor of the Lexington RB in Lexington,
Tennessee, along with Gail, Derek, and Abi
Bartholomew for dinner. Following our visit
there, we drove to the Church to continue our
fellowship for several more hours. Paul and Leo
explained the purpose of being on this journey.
That purpose being to offering ministry to the
Saints. Brother Fate called to wish us well on the
rest of the mission trip.
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Thursday was a full day of travel
from
Lexington,
Tennessee,
through Alabama, spending the
night in Pelham, Alabama. Friday
morning we made our way on
to Marianna, Florida and visited
Sister Leola Vlieg. This was an
unannounced visit since we had nothing but
an address. We prayed that God would lead
the way, and He went before us all the way.
When we arrived at Leola’s home, she, her
daughter, and grandson were outside working
to clear the leaves, branches, and debris left
from Hurricane Irma. Leola’s home had been
spared. She was pleased and surprised to see
Saints from Independence, Missouri. During
our conversation, I, (Clareen) found out we were
from the same area in Michigan. I remembered
the Hunter family from the Lapeer and Marlette
areas. Leola remembered my parents and relayed
several experiences they all shared. Near the end
of our time together, Leola told me that my dad
had preached her father’s funeral.
The rest of the day was another long journey to
Lake City, Florida where we spent the night. On
Saturday we were on the road again to Apopka,
Florida spending the night in Orlando, Florida.
Sunday found us worshiping with the Saints at
the Central Florida Restoration Branch in Apopka,
Florida. The pastor is Elder Don Vercamen, JR.
During the Sunday School class, an explanation
was given as to the purpose of our visit and the
desires of the CRE to be of greater service to the
Saints. Leo preached during the 11 o’clock hour,
which was followed by more sharing during the

fellowship diner. It was good to have six Saints
join us from Tampa, Florida. They were Keith
and Marsha Kochis, Greg and Jean Gard, and
Steve and Jan Schultz.
On Sunday afternoon we began the
homeward trek staying the night in
Valdosta, Georgia and continuing
on to Smyrna, Tennessee, on
Monday. Elder Jason Kemp. met
us at the motel Monday evening
where we shared the gospel for
hours. Arrangements were made
that on Tuesday morning, we would meet with
Priest Cliff Wentzel at his home in Franklin,
Tennessee. When we arrived at Brother Cliff’s
home, his daughter, Nikk,i was there as well and
we had a wonderful visit. As we prepared to
leave, Brother Cliff asked if he could go with us to
lunch. The town, Franklin, Tennessee was eight
to ten miles away. We enjoyed lunch together as
we fellowshipped for another two hours.
From there, it was on to Paducah, Kentucky,
spending Tuesday night and then on Wednesday,
we traveled on to Independence, Missouri. A
marvelous experience was begun, which we
hope will extend into future gatherings.
In our encounters with the Saints during these
two weeks, they were willing to share and were
pleased with our visits. Many were reluctant to
have us leave. We also, were filled with great joy
as we shared with them, heard their testimonies,
and saw their commitment to the Lord. We also
were reluctant to leave their company.
Only God knows the success of the visits and what
results will transpire. I will be looking forward
to sharing with the Saints if the opportunity
comes again. We learned so much from the many
families we met and are thankful that the Saints
in the outlying areas are clinging to the Rod of
Iron. May God’s work continue to move forward.

Fitted for Our Time
By Elder Tom Mitchell
Holden, Missouri
watching the movie “Lincoln”, I was
W hile
reminded of the scene where Daniel Day

Lewis, acting as president Lincoln, asked a young
telegraph officer if he believed people were ‘fitted’
for the time in which they lived. The president
apparently had been awake all night trying to decide
whether to allow the southern peace delegation to
come to Washington, which would most likely end
any chance for adoption of the13th amendment to
the US Constitution to abolish slavery, if the South
negotiated surrender and the war ended. The
telegraph officer replied that he was not sure about
himself but maybe the President was...fitted for his
time in history.
I have since pondered if I, or we as Saints, like
Lincoln, have been ‘fitted’ for the time in which
we live. I have questioned if we are ‘fitted’ for
the current turbulent times and challenges yet
to come. Would we have believed three decades
ago that we would be here at this point in time as
Independent Restoration Branches in this scattered
and obviously prideful condition? Would we have
believed the world, our communities, and even
many homes of the Saints would be in this sad
and unhealthy state? Yet, I have to believe there is
purpose in God’s providence and we are, and were,
prepared for these times in which we live.
In the fall of last year, I was struggling with some
issues, among them a reoccurring complaining
attitude and personal debt which I had promised
the Lord I would not undertake again. My life was
overflowing with so many things: congregational
responsibilities and mission work, service and
scholarship at the university where I teach,
photographic expeditions and submissions as
required of me as a professor, volunteer leadership
in Boy Scouts with my teenage son, as well as work
on and at my home. As I pondered my state, I was
made aware so plainly by that revealing spirit of
God that I had arrived where I was in my life not
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by happenstance, but by my best choices, best
intentions, and limited abilities. What I needed
was not more of the same, not more of me, but a
spiritual awareness and power to transform, as the
Apostle Paul wrote in Romans “To be transformed
through the renewing of your minds.” As I began
the ever-reoccurring need to give up more of my
myself, desiring to be more like Christ, I identified
through my prayer and reflection three areas of
critical importance, which can be transformative in
life. The enabling practices to be more fitted for
the time, while here on earth, I centered on were:
Simplicity, Sanctuary, and Sanctification.
Simplicity
My good friend and fellow minister Mike Barrett
has often wisely said we spend too much time in
the world and not enough times with the Saints.
These words are true. In a period of unprecedented
prosperity and free time, most of us, if we are
truly honest, do not spend enough chosen quality
time alone with the Lord, or with one another. We
prefer time spent and focus upon things in the
world: entertainment, sports events, things on the
television and internet, things at our jobs or schools,
our hobbies and interests, texting and playing
games on our devices, etc. We love too many things
in this world far too much. Just as Israel struggled
with idols coming out of Egypt and going into
Canaan so we struggle with our own things made
with human hands-homes, cars, clothing, jewelry,
leisure activity items, electronic devices, etc.
Then, when called by the word of God to ownership
of our choices, we have far too many excuses.
I believe there is a consistent call today to the Saints
to intentionally select more wisely how we spend
our daily time and attached affections, and by
examining our long term commitments that often
become daily urgent fires we feel we must work
to put out. I have found that the less things that I
have in my life; less things around me in my house,
less things I covet to own and wear and use daily,
less things on my to do list, and less things on my
calendar, the more freedom of mind I have and the
more freedom of choice I feel to spend time with
people I love, people that need friendship, and of
course time with my God.
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There is a stark contrast of all the things we as
Saints in America have and often covet with the
scant material substance I found in the homes of
the Saints in Kenya. Yet, in what we would call
their poverty, I found a richness of life and purpose.
I found singing and laughter. I found a happiness
not tied to prosperity or security, but one based
on faith, on relationships and brotherly love. They
often gave the very best they had to me each day
freely, possibly knowing the next week they would
have not. In the footsteps of Jesus, less really is
more.
Sanctuary
There is a room at the top of the stairs in our Cape
Cod style house that has become my sanctuary.
Within those walls is my church and religious
library, mostly inherited from my father James E.
Mitchell Sr. There are portraits on the walls of my
mother and father, the first two great mentors of
my life. There are artifacts of my music endeavors.
There are a few works of art and some of my
photography. And there is a small writing desk
and a recliner given to me by my mother in law. In
this chair and at the reading desk, I have found this
last year once again the fascination and yearning to
know God through Christ in all of Their glory and
magnificence. In this room I have learned the value
of purposeful daily prayer, of searching diligently
and consistently the scriptures, and of fasting and
pondering the ways and truths Christ.
During this reflective time, I made a vow with
God, a significant vow, to work on transforming
my life; to resist the temptation and bad habit of
complaining. I made a vow to eliminate my personal
debt accumulated by spending on too many wants,
too often, that I was justifying as needs. I made a
promise to commitment to prayer and daily fasting
until I made some apparent resolution. This was not
a momentary flippant choice. I thought it through
deeply to make sure I could keep my promise.
For the first few months it was a good feeling
knowing I was striving to be obedient but I was still
feeling the tug of my sinful life that I was desperate
to leave behind. Sometime near December I started
to sense the Spirit waiting for me each morning as
I came into the room and it remained there when
I left as I headed out to the day’s activities. Then,

miraculously, over time that self-same Spirit started
to attend me when I left my room and ventured out
to the many things I was sorting through in my lifesome to embrace and some to leave far behind. It
was the greatest continued spiritual experience of
my life covering nine months. Minutes often turned
into hours as each day I yearned to be in that room
after everyone had left the house in the morning. I
was reminded of the truthfulness of a quote from
the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoffer:
“Only the man who follows the command of Jesus singlemindedly, and unresistingly lets his yoke rest upon him,
finds his burden easy, and under its gentle pressure
receives the power to persevere in the right way. The
command of Jesus is hard, unutterably hard, for those
who try to resist it. But for those who willingly submit,
the yoke is easy and the burden light.” (Bonhoeffer,
1959 p. 36)
Reoccurring in all the scriptures is the call from
Christ and all the holy prophets to these spiritual
disciplines: purposeful daily prayer, feasting upon
the word of Christ, and fasting and other sacrifices
choosing the Spirit over the flesh. Jesus said...
when you pray and....when you fast, not if you do
these things. Jesus, when responding to the many
questions he was asked by scribes and Pharisees
responded by saying ‘”It is written” signifying
the importance and enduring power of the word
of God. The sons of Mosiah and Alma, Nephi and
his brother Jacob, Moses and the Old Testament
prophets, and in the latter day Joseph Smith and
his son Joseph Smith the III along with many others
many others all testified of the power possible
through these spiritual disciplines. Not long ago
the same request came to the branches as the
patriarchs of the restoration called us to humility
and service though these same choices.
But I have also learned that sanctuary is not always
a place; not always my room or the church where I
attend. I have found sanctuary in our Toyota truck
and shell, bedded down for the night after a long
day’s drive. Also in photography in the southwest
with my scriptures and journal, alone, far from
home. I have found it under a mosquito net on
leadership and mission trips in Africa pondering
the thoughts of the day and the needs of our fellow
Saints and praying for strength and insight for the
next morning. I have found it hiking alone in state

and national parks or on long cycling trips listening
to contemporary Christian music with my mind
deeply engaged in preparing for classes or sermons
or in prayer for my loved ones.
Sanctification
This word has brought with it to the church many
meanings, some not entirely helpful to the daily
struggle of repenting sinners. Becoming sanctified
is not an award. It is not something we achieve fully
as a status in this life. Instead, I have found it it be
a constant pursuing of holiness in the sinful life of
a son or a daughter of God, a conscious attempt to
obedience through love.
The scriptures tell us holiness comes in two ways.
First, it is possible and powered by the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; for in Him we are
and can be perfected through the gift of redeeming
mercy and growth through grace. Second, it is
enabled by the daily struggle and the daily choices
in the life of a sinful Saint, struggling in the world
among those we meet and interact. It begins with
a desire to love as Christ loved, a love so elusive
in our day and time. In the last few moments of
Christ’s ministry with so little time and yet so much
to say, he said to the disciples in the upper room,
“A new commandment I give unto you. That ye
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
John 13:34-35.
But let us not confuse the struggle to become
sanctified through a humble pursuit of holiness
with a prideful sense of accomplishment and
become a modern day mirror of the Pharisee of
Jesus’ time. It is a quick detour off the road to
the kingdom when we make the gospel a set of
accomplishments, established traditions and rigid
rules-dos and do nots, lists of who is and who is not
Christ’s. Let us ever remember, the law, which we
so often quote and use as a defining truth, brings
punishment and death. It was a consequence of
the choices of a natural man, not a barrier to the
sanctified saint. Christ, conversely, brings love,
light and understanding, illuminating the way, a
promise of eternal life.
This principle is played out in the story of the
adulterous women in the eighth chapter of the book
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of John. For years I believed this story was centered
on Christ’s ability to forgive even the vilest sin.
But what I came to see was not only a question of
adultery and the law as much it was an example of
how love and opportunity for a holy life through
forgiveness were of much greater value than death
from the law. What good would stoning the women
have brought... certainly no good to the women
and also not for the redemption of those throwing
stones. Israel finally left their worshipping of idols
after the years of captivity, but upon returning to
Jerusalem switched their affection from idolatry
to the rigidness of the law, missing the mark, and
missing Jesus as Messiah when he arrived to save
the nation, missing the hope they longed for.
Are you and I to be fitted for the times, not only
now, but the prophesied days ahead? I believe
that answer lies in how much we are willing to be
invested in the work of the Lord; not our public
works, not our lists, not our laws, but a daily
laying down of life through the disciplines he has
given us. A life of love unfeigned, a people forever
faithful, with the eternal hope that He might gather
us up again unto himself, forgiven sinful Saints,
fitly joined together, for the glorious times in which
we live.
Matthew 2:1-8 Now, as it is written, the birth of
Jesus Christ was on this wise. After his mother,
Mary, was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost. Then Joseph, her husband, being a just
man and not willing to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away privily. But while
he thought on these things, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared unto him in a vision, saying,
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto
thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus;
for he shall save his people from their sins. Now
this took place that all things might be fulfilled
which were spoken of the Lord by the prophets,
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child and
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel (which, being interpreted, is
God with us). Then Joseph, awaking out of his
vision, did as the angel of the Lord had bidden
him, and took unto him his wife, And knew her
not until she had brought forth her firstborn son;
and they called his name Jesus.
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A Church History
Experience
By Elder Don Vercamen Sr.
Clermont, Florida

of my dear friend, Seventy T.
I nEvanmemory
“Tommy” Thomas, I wish to relate this

experience which took place at his home in
Independence, Missouri. My wife Shirley and I
traveled to Independence on or about the year
1994 to visit with Tommy. During our visit, he
asked me to join him in his office at his home. As we
proceeded down a hallway, I stopped to admire
a picture of Joseph Smith III, hanging on the
wall. Upon seeing my interest, Tommy asked if I
would like to have the picture. I declined his offer,
because I didn’t want to take what I considered a
valuable piece of property and history from him.
He then related to me the story of how he had
acquired this picture. He said a number of years
prior, when he was visiting in Kirtland Ohio, his
previous home; he decided to visit the Kirtland
Temple. There was a rehabilitation project being
conducted on the interior of the building. As he
entered the building, he noticed this picture had
been placed in a container. He was familiar with
this picture, and said it had hung in the vestibule
for a number of years. Upon inquiry, he was told
they were not going to use the picture again, but
were going to going to dispose of it, and he was
welcome to have it if he wished. Subsequently,
he took the picture to his home in Independence
where it remained until he observed my interest
in it. After relating this story to me, he insisted I
accept the picture as a gift.
Recently, as I became aware of the activity
centered around the purchase of the Joseph
Smith III home in Independence, I got in touch
with Brian Mundy to see if the Joseph Smith III
Historical Society would be interested in having
the picture to place in the home. Brian assured
me they would be grateful to have the picture.

He inquired as to how we might get the picture
to Independence, and even suggested that he
might have to make the trip to Florida to acquire
it, I told him we would love to have him come,
but, since Brothers Paul Gage and Leo Carroll
with Leo’s wife Clareen, were coming to provide
ministry for our branch, I would ask them to
deliver the picture back to Independence. They
took the picture to Independence and gave it to
Brian.
I hope those who are privileged to view this
picture of Joseph Smith III, might have the
same admiration of such a remarkable man as I
do. Truly, he was the Lord’s Prophet, Seer, and
Revelator in our day.

The Reunion
(Retreat-Camp)
Experience
and Beyond
By Elder Alan Teel
Sperry, Oklahoma

Alan and Kathy Teel

remember missing a reunion from
I doage not
6-18. If you compare my age to a popular

sport of today, I would be in the fourth quarter
and the two minute warning would have been
given some time ago. So it’s been a while back
that my experience with reunion began. Now I’m
old enough to have a conversation with “Self”
and no one gets upset or concerned.
So, Self and I were talking about what we
experienced at those reunions so long ago. Well,
we had to be fairly self-sufficient. We brought our
own food and supplies as well as a very large tent
to cook in and serve meals. The food had been
canned at the church from May through July.

There was a lot of good fellowship and getting
to know your fellow persons in Christ. Self said,
“That was a good thing.”
During reunion everyone was expected to help
with the meals. Moms cooked, dads carried
the heavy stuff and the kids were the clean-up
crew. We all worked together and enjoyed the
fellowship. Self said, “That was good thing.”
It is amazing to me that the fundamental structure
of the reunion schedule has changed very little
from those many years ago, and Self indicated
that there was something very beneficial in that
structure as it helped us reach a higher spiritual
plane than we were on when the week began. I
still hear the same kind of comments from those
attending reunions today, “We really reached a
higher spiritual plane for this week.”
So now, Self got a little more personal and asked,
“So now, what happened after your week of
reunion?” “Well, we all returned home and back
to our old routines,” I said. Self asked me if I
enjoyed my reunion experience. I told him of
course I did and he said, “Why did you let that
high spiritual plane get away from you?” I stated
that the “old routine” just does not allow for all
the fellowship, the classes, the prayer meetings
and preaching services.
Self reminded me that Zionic conditions are no
further away nor any closer than the spiritual
condition of God’s people justifies, and then
said, “So, maybe you should be doing more
of the things that helped you to reach a higher
spiritual plane, every week.” But I have all these
things to do I remarked, and Self said, “Worldly
things?” I had to confess, “Yes.”
Then he got really personal, “Remember what
you said about fellowship with the Saints,
studying together, prayer service and preaching
services?” “Mmmm, yes, I remember.”
His

response

was,

”WELL!.”

and...

”ZION WAITS!
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Iowa / Nebraska
Restoration School
By Amy Burk
Omaha, Nebraska

live for God. The last thoughts of this class really
hit home for me. Isaiah 6:8 says, “Here am I; send
me” Most of us desire Zion to be, but what are
we doing about it? Are we responding as Isaiah,
ready to be active and serve, or do we hesitate by
responding “Here am I, but send someone else or
here am I, but send me tomorrow.”

School was held in Little Sioux,
T heIowaRestoration
at the Followers of Christ Campgrounds

Brother Turner spoke about the Endowment and
how it is not only for the priesthood, but the people
as well. We have already been given a portion of
the kingdom through the Holy Spirit.

on September 15-17, 2017. Saints from Iowa,
Nebraska and Missouri gathered under the
theme of “The Light that Quickeneth Your
Understanding.”

On Friday night High Priest Steve Bohall spoke
about light being the Spirit and truth and Christ
being that everlasting light. He asked us to
imagine what the smallest ray or beam of light can
do to darkness and then imagine what it could do
in our lives.
Saturday morning classes were taught by Priest Stu
Gage and Elder Brian Turner. Brother Gage spoke
about faith, repentance and Zion. He mentioned
how too often if the Lord doesn’t respond in the
way we want, we lose faith. We need to realize, just
like light and darkness, that fear and faith cannot
exist in the same person, at the same time. He also
brought to light that repentance is so important
that God sent His only Son as a sacrifice for it. We
discussed that we too must die, to ourselves, to

On Saturday afternoon, there was a membership
refresher course for the members while priesthood
met separately to discuss the roles of the Aaronic
and Melchizedek priesthood. In the membership
class we discussed the timeline of the church being
established and the authority of the priesthood. A
panel discussion was then held where members
could ask priesthood questions. Here are a few
of the questions asked: How would you define
hot or strong drinks as referenced in Doctrine and
Covenants 86? Is it ok to bring food or drink into
the sanctuary? What is the “meat” of the gospel?
The retreat ended Sunday with Brother Gage
speaking at the Council Bluffs Restoration Branch.
His sermon began with a two-minute period of
silence after which he asked whether or not it
made us uncomfortable. He then asked us how we
would feel standing in front of our Savior on the
Day of Judgment. The rest of the sermon focused
on three other questions: What is your plan for
life; What is God’s plan for
your life, and do they match
up? He referenced being on a
football team and the plans,
effort and energy that go into
making the plays and game
successful.
Overall, we were very blessed
this weekend, although small
in numbers, we had great
fellowship with one another.
It was good to refill our lamps
and be reminded of how
important that light is to our
lives.
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The Center Place
Restoration School
(CPRS) Mission
By Dan L. Schoenemann
Independence, Missouri
School Administrator

T he CPRS mission statement is to:
• provide an education that instills a desire for
Godly character;
• lead students to a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ;
• equip students with the skills necessary to excel
in society and assist in the establishment of Zion.
As we are into another school year, I have been
reflecting on last year as well as looking ahead.
We attempt to fulfill our mission statement on
a daily basis, looking to see our students grow,
both spiritually and academically.
I recall an incident at our end of day dismissal
last fall. Our kindergarten teacher told me that
a student had done two new things that day,
and wanted to share with me. He had learned
to go hand-over-hand all the way across our
playground monkey bars. The second thing he
shared was that he had offered his first prayer
in front of his classmates during chapel that
morning.
Academically, our students continued to excel
during the 2016-2017 year. On the high school
level, 63% were honor roll students, with almost
half earning the Principal’s Honor Roll (3.75
or higher GPA for both semesters), and 24%
earned the Liahona Award for a perfect 4.0 both
semesters. In our graduating class of 15 students,
13 were honor roll students, with 9 earning the
Principal’s Honor Roll and 7 earning the Liahona
Award.
We are now into the 2017-2018 school year with
173 students in kindergarten through 12th grade
(a 9% increase over last year), plus 10 students in

our new preschool program. CPRS continues to
represent our school in off campus educational
opportunities such as Summit Tech Academy
(science and medical fields) and the Math &
Physics Institute.
CPRS has much to offer in the classroom and
our academic results have been outstanding;
however, that is of no importance without an
individual’s personal relationship with Christ.
In II Nephi 6:59, 61, we learn that “when they are
learned, they think they are wise, and they hearken
not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside,
supposing they know of themselves...but to be learned
IS good, IF they hearken unto the counsels OF God.”
CPRS attempts to support the families and
congregations in leading our students to a close
personal relationship with Christ. This will allow
them to use their knowledge with the wisdom
and guidance of our Lord and Savior.

The Nature of
Center Place
Restoration School
(CPRS) Mission
By Lauren Hillard
Blue Springs, Missouri
Class of 2018
attended Center Place Restoration School
I have
beginning in the Kindergarten and this is
finally my senior year. The older I get, the more I
am aware of the nature of our school. As I interact
with others, it becomes more apparent to me that
CPRS is different. Some of those differences are
obvious, such as our class sizes and our facility,
but what really makes us different is the spirit
that engulfs us here. Every time I walk into the
building, I am filled with an overwhelming
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unconditional love from those around me.
CPRS has given the students something that no
other academic institution provides: the visible
and unlimited opportunity to worship God.
The staff and teachers support us not only in
our academic studies, but also in our spiritual
life. We are encouraged to study our scriptures
and follow God. I feel so much appreciation for
my teachers when I think about how much they
have sacrificed for the students. They care for
us on a personal level and help us day in and
day out. My favorite part of any day is when our
teachers have opportunity to share their personal
testimonies and experiences. These will not only
help us now, but as we continue our walk with
the Lord in the future.
There is so much more to the CPRS experience
than just the academics. We have the chance to
participate in many extracurricular activities,
and these are all ways we can serve the Lord.
Whether it is through playing sports, being part
of the school productions, or joining a club, we
are able to give back to our community and grow
closer as a student body.
CPRS has also given me an amazing opportunity,
academically, to learn at Summit Technology
Academy. The program there offers many classes
for juniors and seniors looking to enter the fields
of health care or technology. I am taking the preallied health class and am very excited about
being part of that program.
CPRS has been such a blessing in my life. God is
amazing. He puts us exactly where we need to
be in His perfect plan. I am grateful that I have
been able to attend here for these thirteen years.
I am thrilled for my senior year to continue, as I
create unforgettable memories every day. Once a
golden eagle, always a golden eagle. Note: The
CPRS mascot is a Golden Eagle.
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Central Missouri
Restoration Branch
Campgrounds
By Debbie Mulheron
Odessa, Missouri

campgrounds, called “Odessa Hills,” and
T helocated
near Odessa, Missouri are owned

and operated by the ten Restoration Branches
of Central Missouri. The branches are: Bates
City, Chilhowee, Colbern Road, Kingsville,
Knob Noster, Lexington, Oak Grove, Odessa,
Warrensburg, and Wellington. The caretakers are
Jim and Debbie Mulheron.
Much has happened at Odessa Hills Campground
this season. I don’t realize how much activity
goes on at the campgrounds until I sit and ponder
over the last several years.
During the winter of 2016 and into 2017, the
grounds received a “water outlet makeover.” In
the past, after receiving large amounts of rainfall,
we had difficulty getting water through the lake
system in a timely manner. Our beautiful lake
is a “drain” for hundreds of acres in the area.
The members of Central Missouri Restoration
Branches (CMRB) decided it was time to redo the
system. With the help of local contractors, using
mounds of dirt, loads of large rock and a massive
(6’ in diameter) culvert, our system was rebuilt.
The rebuilding required breaking the dam,
lowering the lake, building concrete support for
the culvert, filling wire (gabion) baskets with
the large rock and placing them around the
perimeter of the outlet. There was also other dirt
work, and grass seeding to complete the project.
The process took several weeks and much labor.
The new system was thoroughly tested in July
when we received a 9.5 inches of rain in three
hours and then a 3.5 inch rain the next week.
The system kept all campers safe and moved the

water through just as designed. We had a small
cave in of dirt in the new area, but we were so
blessed! The local news channel came to do a
story on the grounds because of the amount
of rainfall we received, while in the process of
conducting a youth camp. This gave our director
of the camp and our caretaker opportunity to
share God’s praises to all who watched the news
segment.
The driveway behind the dining hall was
widened to accommodate cars needing to pass
and also, more parking on the dining hall side of
the lake. This was part of the water outlet work.
Another improvement was a new sound system
in the tabernacle. The tabernacle area is an “open
air” type situation, which makes it difficult, at
times, for everyone to hear, especially those with
hearing impairment.. We now have a sound
system that is easy to operate, designed for the
out of doors, and has capabilities to add on
components should the need arise. Many feel the
upgrades are providing exactly what was needed
for all to worship. The tabernacle received new
paint on all the metal surfaces, and the storage
rooms were cleared out to make room for the
new chairs that were donated to the grounds.
Campers now sit in comfort in the beautiful
setting of the tabernacle.
There are many camps and retreats on these
beautiful grounds. Weekends are booked solid
from March through November. There are ten
week-long reunions and youth camps of 80200 persons. The facilities definitely get a work
out during the summer months! A new pool,
a highlight for many of our campers is a zeroentry pool with two water slides and several
water features for younger children to use. We
have worked the last two years to provide more
permanent shade in the pool area for those that
enjoy watching, but not swimming.
CMRB youth camps typically have campground
service projects that they work on; and have
taken on the projects of shade with the assistance
from the caretaker. Campers have also made

a permanent rack for the canoes at the upper
lake, built benches for the campfire circles, and
remodeled the small building by the tabernacle
into a nursery, complete with a handicap and
stroller accessible ramp and deck.
Over the years, Eagle Scouts have included the
campgrounds in their projects and this year was
no different. The path that goes between the
tabernacle area and cabins 9-15 has a very steep
drop off on the west side. One of the Eagle scouts
put in a beautiful guardrail system to provide
safety on the path. Low-level lighting was also
added, making a gently lighted path through
the forest in that area. The caretakers call this
“The Old, Old Path,” and plan to obtain a sign
to designate the area with the scout’s name on
it. It is alongside another scout project, “Jacob’s
Ladder,” which a series of rustic steps that leads
to “Happy Hollow.” This is truly a beautiful
area on the campgrounds. Happy Hollow is the
children’s area with four large classroom-type
buildings.
The camping programs at Odessa Hills
Campground provide for all ages from youth to
young marrieds as well as reunions for families.
The experiences that campers receive when
working, playing and worshiping together
cannot be duplicated. The Spirit of the Lord will
meet each camper and provide a testimony of
His goodness for a lifetime.
Matthew 3:4-6 And when he had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the people together,
he demanded of them, saying, Where is the place
that is written of by the prophets, in which Christ
should be born? For he greatly feared, yet he
believed not the prophets. And they said unto
him, It is written by the prophets that he should
be born in Bethlehem of Judea, for thus have they
said, The word of the Lord came unto us, saying,
And thou Bethlehem, which lieth in the land of
Judea, in thee shall be born a prince, which art
not the least among the princes of Judea; for out
of thee shall come the Messiah, who shall save
my people Israel.
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Conference of Restoration
Elders, Women’s Council
Fall Retreat

projects that were offered: prayer journals,
Project Linus, prayer boxes, and writing letters
of encouragement. The ladies who participated
could choose one or all of the activities and many
women were able to visit all the stations offered.

By Monica Rush
Independence, Missouri

Dinner was quite the event! The members of
the Women’s Council placed table cloths and
decorations on the tables and then served the
ladies their food. We enjoyed a three-course
dinner. Nancy Eyerly gathered us together for
a fun mixer. She asked questions and we were
to gather in groups depending on our answers,
to then discuss our common interests and
backgrounds.

warm and sunny weather, women from
W itharound
the Independence area gathered

at the Odessa Hills Campgrounds on Saturday,
September 23-24, 2017 for classes, service projects,
crafts, worship and more. The beautiful morning
started with a hymn sing led by Alicia Negaard.
She shared her very touching and inspiring
testimony of how her family in the 1800s came to
love the Saints and joined the church. Our retreat
pastor, Elder Jim Loumiet, from Waldo Avenue
Restoration Branch, offered the opening prayer
and Nicole Capps led a very inspiring devotional
to start off our day. Special music was sung by
three beautiful songbirds: Zoey Gard, Abby
Mercer, and Liz Smith. Two classes followed.
Aubree Wilson presented our first class
reminding us to be ACTIVE doers of the word.
Her experiences of working with the youth
volunteering at many area shelters taught her
to be looking for opportunities to assist others.
After a short break, the second class was given
by Connie Smith. She shared her testimony and
experiences about her grandmother’s quilt and
lessons the Lord had taught her. One of those
things was to make sure you are doing the work
of the Lord for the right reasons and
motivations.
Those who stayed for lunch were not
disappointed by the light and delicious
offerings. After lunch, Deana Griffin
introduced our theme for the coming
year, which is “The Blessings in our
Brokenness.” The ladies were then
able to participate in craft and service
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Our thoughtful and peaceful pastor, Brother
Loumiet, shared some thoughts that evening
for us to consider and ponder for the service on
Sunday morning. The evening ended with Zoey
and Liz leading our campfire as we sang songs
that progressed toward peaceful, spirit filled
songs which ended our day.
When we gathered for our Sunday morning
worship, Hannah Edwards was playing peaceful
beautiful meditation music that calmed our souls.
Zoey and Liz continued with the same wonderful
gift of song and sang our ministry of music. Jim
Loumiet then presided over a wonderful prayer
and testimony service. We ended the wonderful
weekend with a delicious brunch prepared by
Reggie Bendorf, George Locke, and Joanna Goff.
Thank you so much for all your prayers, the
ladies that came, our volunteers and the cooks.
We couldn’t have had a successful weekend
without you. God Bless!

Kirtland Area Reunion
Testimonies
By the Telljohann Family

All week with each service, we were impressed,
from God, to make changes in our lives, to
repent, fast, and pray to become grounded in
God’s Word and to follow His commandments.
The reunion/camp was a great time of healing
and forgiveness for our family. The reunion/
camp at Temple Grove was a very Spirit-filled
experience.
Virgil Telljohann III
I was overjoyed to have my entire family at
Temple Grove this year. I had not been there for
about 15 years. I was amazed at how the Good
Spirit brought all of us so very close to Zionic
conditions. Even now, my soul longs to be back
with the Saints in that sweet communion with
God. O how much greater will be our joy when
those of us who endure will be together in Zion.
Christine Telljohaann, wife of Virgil III

Virgil Telljohann II
I was glad all of my family were able to attend the
reunion this year. Most of our family stayed for
the whole week and experienced a good spirit. In
one service, after the last person had prayed, all
the priesthood up front got on their knees and I
did the same. There have been several sermons,
online, suggesting that the Saints do this. I am so
grateful for the prayers and testimonies offered
by my family and for the many other areas of the
reunion and camp that they assisted with.
Marsha Telljohann, wife of Virgil II
Our family consists of my husband Virgil II,
myself, our son Sean, his wife, Krista and their
children, Ivan, Sage, and Laura; our son, Virgil
III, his wife, Christine and their children, Wyatt
and Otto; and our daughter, Brenda and her
children, Jeremy and Alexandra. We all live in
the Lima, Ohio area. Many prayers were offered
up for those who were sick, hurting, struggling,
etc. and there were several Administrations.
Later, we began to hear of healings and prayers
being answered.

This was my first time to attend the reunion. I did
not grow up in the church and God did not play
a role in my upbringing; nor did I want anything
to do with any type of religion when I was
younger. My mother-in-law, asked me a number
of years ago if I would ever attend a church
camp and I gave her a quick and biting, “No.”
It was never brought up again. Fast forward to
this year, and there I was at the Temple Grove
reunion, and actually excited about it. I had a
number of problems and was under stress, but
God took all of that away so I could be with my
family and have the experiences we shared. In the
final service, a young woman went up to receive
an Administration. She had strayed away for
several years and was seeking forgiveness. She
was told that she was forgiven of her sins. At that
moment, I was so overcome with joy for her, it
was like she had scored the winning touchdown
in the Super Bowl. I heard cheering and applause
and almost stood up because I thought everyone
was cheering for her. I don’t know if what I heard
was my own pure happiness and joy for her or if
God’s angels were rejoicing. Either way, it was an
experience that has changed my life.
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Sean Telljohann
My family all had a wonderful time at the
reunion. It was the first time we were able to stay
the whole week and are so thankful we did. Our
entire family, as you have seen, were blessed to be
at the reunion. The Lord was noticeably present
in nearly every class, service, and activity. The
Lord spoke directly to the congregation in a
prayer service and through His priesthood all
week.
Krista Telljohann, wife of Sean
I had an amazing time at the reunion. I am going
to be honest, as I did not want to go at all, but it
was the best thing I have ever done. During the
week, I had a feeling and was impressed to get
baptized. I had been baptized into the Catholic
church as a baby, but am happy to be a part of
this church now. Even though we did not have
the “comforts of home,” I did not want to leave.
Brenda Telljohann
In preparation for the reunion, there were many
things I had prayed for and almost all were
answered. God blessed us all abundantly. The
camp started out on a high spiritual level due to
the preparation of the people. We went to reunion
with the desire of receiving a blessing and we
received many. I had the incredible experience
of holding an angel’s hand during a service and
this was confirmed to me when Mosiah Cottrill’s
testimony of holding Jesus’ hand was shared. I
really enjoyed the humbleness of each person
at the reunion. I was completely engaged in the
sermons each night, as they spoke of repenting,
charity, friendships, kindness toward others, and
so forth. My children had a wonderful time as
well. This was the highlight of their year and they
can’t wait to fellowship with the Saints again.
John 1:13-14 He was born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God. And the same word was made flesh and
dwelt among us; and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.
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Ohio/Pennsylvania/
West Virginia Regional
Gathering
By Priest Sean Telljohann
Lima, Ohio

Parkersburg, West Virginia Restoration
T heBranch
hosted a children’s retreat and
regional meeting the weekend of September 30,
2017. It was a great opportunity to gather together
with the Saints once again. Jacob and Rebecca
Cottrill and the group from Parkersburg where
perfect hosts. They sponsored a fun outing for
the kids on Saturday to Blennerhasset Island, an
island located on the Ohio river between Ohio
and West Virginia. A paddle boat transported
us to and from the island. While there, we had
a class on stewardship, shared in a prayer and
testimony service, and explored a bit of the
island.
After we returned from the island we had an
uplifting campfire lead by my sister, Brenda
Telljohann, and brother, Virgil Telljohann III.
Virgil bore testimony to the youth about his life
and spiritual experiences he’s had at past camps.
To close he led us in a powerful circle prayer.
Each person took turns adding to the prayer of
the person before. The Lord’s spirit was heavy
upon us, and we
were blessed very
much that evening.
The good Spirit and
blessings continued
on Sunday as we
shared in three
ordinances that day,
the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, a

baby blessing (Ezekiel Cottrill, son of Jacob and
Rebecca), and a priesthood ordination. I was
ordained to the office of Priest by Elders Jacob
and Larry Cottrill.
We were also blessed with ministry from Larry
Cottrill, from Virginia and Brian Mundy, from
Missouri. During the services I looked around

My
Testimony
By Dean Odida
Kenya, Africa

name is Dean
M yRoro
Odida. My

parents are Eric and
Pam Odida of Kenya. I am 25 years old and I
want to be one of the greatest chefs in the world.
My love for cooking pushed me to join a culinary
school and for the past two years I watched God
work his miracles in my life. I’m about to share
with you one of the greatest testimonies that
happened to me. I am far from perfect and more
times than I can count I have strayed from the
path of righteousness, but I never forgot what
my parents taught me and how I was raised.

the sanctuary, it was uplifting to see so many
people gathered together. All the seats where
full. Our study group in Lima, Ohio has 10
people, so that many Saints gathered together
was good to see. I thank God for the opportunity
to make the trip, and for His ministry and the
fellowship with His Saints.

Despite all my short comings, during times of
need, I always remembered to pray; and true
enough He never abandoned me. Being a chef
means you entirely need the use of your hands,
as everything in the kitchen requires a hands-on
approach. It has to be perfect, from preparing the
meals to plating, you will need your hands.
At one point, my hands started this weird thing
where they would shake uncontrollably. Doing
simple tasks in the kitchen started becoming
a challenge to me. I take my cooking very
seriously and do everything to the best of my
ability. This was rewarded by the chefs’ faith in
me. Though I was just a student, the chefs had
so much confidence in me I was able to run my
own station unsupervised. With the tremors,
I was afraid the chefs would notice and what I
had worked hard for would all be lost; and true
enough it happened. Simple tasks like chopping
and cutting were becoming complicated. My cuts
went from being perfect to sloppy and unrefined.
It got to the point where I couldn’t work next to
people in fear that I might hurt others.
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With no change in sight, I was demoted to mere
tasks such as arranging or greeting guests. My
dream was slowly slipping away from me. It
seemed the harder I tried, the more my hands
shook. I broke a couple of knives and cut myself
multiple times. I was mad and I was sad because
this was all I had left. I did not know what else I
could do and I was about to lose something I was
really good at.
Multiple times I had called my mother to
complain about how hard this was and how
much it hurt. I wanted to drop out but I did not
know how to tell my dad that I was done. I was
useless in the kitchen. I sat in my room one night
and decided that the next morning was going
to be my last day. I thought maybe there was
something else for me to do.
As I sat there contemplating what I was going to
tell my dad, a thought came to me, “You should
probably pray about this.” I immediately got
down on my knees and asked God to help me
as I didn’t want to lose this. The next morning,
I went to the kitchen like always. For the past
two weeks I had been on stocking duty with
no interaction with the chefs in the kitchen and
for good reasons. My shaking hands had done
more than enough damage. This morning was
different though. I walked into the kitchen and
of course everyone was surprised and nobody
wanted to be next to Dean. I closed my eyes, said
a little prayer, and started cutting. My hands did
not shake,! I was doing good, I was doing better
than good. Every time I put the knife down
my hands would shake violently, but anytime
I picked up a knife my hands were calm and
steady, even better than before. This went on for
the entire time I was in the kitchen. The tremors
did eventually decrease, but I did not care if they
shook anymore.
I knew God had my back, I knew I was going to
be fine, I knew I will one day become a great chef
because He was/is there with me through each
step.
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The Lord’s Hand
in our Trip
to the Pacific
Northwest
Reunion, July, 2017
By Mark and Jamie Bendorf
Sedalia, Missouri

T

his year, Jamie and I decided to take a two-week
vacation and travel in our camper from our home
in Missouri up to Washington state for the Pacific
Northwest Reunion. We were greatly looking forward
to the reunion, though it took a lot of work to be
prepared. After preparing for two weeks, prior to our
travels, there were several instances when the Lord
showed that He was in control and had His hand
in our journey. We left for the reunion in Vancouver,
Washington on a Friday afternoon when the heat was
in excess of 100 degrees and the humidity was high
as well. The evening before, I had made sure that the
air conditioner on the truck was operating well. After
driving 5-10 miles from home, the air conditioning
stopped working and started to blow hot air. God
blessed us with good attitudes as we just rolled our
windows down and kept on traveling. Later, after
making a stop in Oak Grove, Missouri, I took time
to see if I could figure out what happened and was
stumped. However, there was direction, from the
Lord, given to me to crawl under the truck and look
at the connection between the compressor and the
wiring harness. When I reached up to inspect it, the
connection came apart. I was able to simply plug it
back together and make sure it was locked and the air
conditioning worked from that point forward.
I had planned to fill the truck with gas, as I usually
do, before starting the trip, but was not able to do
so. We had slightly over three-fourths of a tank of
fuel when we started. Personally, I would have
preferred to just keep ‘trucking’ down the road until
we needed fuel, but had a thought to fill up in Oak
Grove, Missouri. When I got out of the truck, I heard
a hissing sound coming from one of the tires. A valve
stem had broken and was losing air. Had we not
stopped to fuel the truck, in order for me to notice
the valve stem, we probably would have suffered a

blowout later that day. As it was, we were able to get
in to a local shop and have it repaired. While the tire
was being repaired, I had the truck propped up on a
hydraulic floor jack. As soon as I put the tire back on,
the jack failed! Had the tire not been on the truck at
just the right moment, the truck would have ended
up on the ground.
Though it is not a usual practice of mine, I was led
to check the camper tires at every stop by running
my hands along the tread to check for tire wear or
irregularities. The second day of our trip, I felt the
tires and noticed one had slipped a belt. We were in
a fairly large town and found a store that had the
correct trailer tire and had it changed out quickly.
Had this not been noticed, it could have been a
blowout while going down the road. The same thing
happened yet again in Salt Lake City, Utah on the
next day, which was Sunday. On Sundays in Salt Lake
City, many places are closed due to the large Mormon
population. With the Lord’s help, we were able to
find a shop to replace the tire.
The same Sunday, we were in the middle of nowhere
in Nevada, with the nearest town was 30 miles away
and the truck started to overheat. The first blessing
is that I noticed it and pulled off the road before
something worse happened. After pulling over we
discovered that most of the coolant from the radiator
had leaked out on the ground! This was due to one
of the engine accessory brackets missing three of its
four bolts. This caused it to come loose and allow the
coolant seal to leak.
The next blessing was that before leaving, I had been
working on a similar engine and while installing the
same bracket, had become familiar with other bolts
around the engine that could work to fasten on the
bracket. I moved a few things around on the engine
and used a bolt to assist in holding the bracket onto
the engine. After using all the extra coolant, we said
a prayer and used the water from our water bottles,
praying that, like with the loaves and fishes, the
radiator would be filled. The radiator did not get
full. Then I remembered that there was water in the
reservoir tank of the camper! This was yet another
blessing, as that morning before we left, I had
considered draining the camper’s water reservoir tank
to save on weight, but I had a “prompting” to leave
the water in the tank. We leveled the camper, drained
water from the reservoir, and filled the radiator. After
hooking back up and preparing to leave, we offered
up prayer in total humility, realizing that we were
not able to be in control of this situation. Since the
truck had run warm for some time, there was a strong

possibility we could blow a head gasket. I testify that
the Lord allowed the head gasket to last the full trip
and still has not caused a problem.
Because of the two delays earlier with the camper
tire and coolant loss, we pulled into Winnemucca,
Nevada, around 8 PM - four hours later than we
planned. We still had another four hours to drive to
Lakeview, Oregon, which was to be our stop for the
night.
In our call to make a reservation with the campsite
in Lakeview, we were warned that there were no
filling stations between the two cities, and there was
a steep 8% grade hill we would have to travel down
that night. We fueled up and got something to eat.
In our prayer over our food, we asked for the Lord’s
blessing and guidance over our trip that night. Once
we pulled out of town and headed down the highway
we noticed that the camper running lights were not
working and pulled over to check. It was not a quick
fix, as the trailer light fuses kept blowing out. We
took that as a voice of warning from the Lord and
decided to spend the night in Winnemucca. Jamie
made a phone call around 8:30 to a local RV park.
Even though they had closed at 6 PM, the manager
answered their phone and welcomed us into their
campgrounds for the evening.
The next day was our last leg of the journey and
we were blessed again. While stopping to fuel up,
I found a third camper tire with a slipped belt. We
were able to find a local tire shop to replace the two
remaining tires. Not only did they replace these tires
for better quality tires for a better price, but they did
it in less than 20 minutes and replaced the 20-yearold spare with our remaining good tire! This was our
only trouble for the day, and since the turnaround
was quick we made good time and arrived in time
to attend the opening service of the reunion that
evening.
God is so good! He blessed us in many ways on
our way out to reunion. We realized the adversary
had been working hard to discourage us, but God
lifted our spirits and blessed us in the midst of each
difficulty. He even blessed us with patience and good
attitudes! The reunion was an incredible blessing
– God’s Spirit was present, many were spoken to
under the influence of the Spirit, and the classes and
sermons worked together to teach us how to prepare
our hearts to meet God. We were so thankful for the
opportunity to be there, and for the Lord’s blessings
along the way. Editor’s note: Mark is master
mechanic, but God still blessed them greatly.
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My Testimony

My Second Chance

By Vinita Padgett
Thornton, Colorado

By Deacon Larry Martin
Independence, Missouri

I

looking up a scripture for the offertory
W hile
statement at Waldo Avenue RB, I came to

have a testimony that I need to share. I have
kept it close to my heart and shared it with
very few. The reason being, I was afraid they
would think I was boasting. As I was reading the
current Tidings of Zion the Holy Spirit impressed
upon me that I needed to share it.
I believe I need to give a little background leading
up to it. In the latter part of 2006, my husband
and I found out he had lung cancer, on the day
of our 59th wedding anniversary. There were
many blessings, prayers and tears over the next
13 months, but the Lord quietly called him home
nine days after our 60th anniversary.
Following that I leaned into the Lord. I ask Him,
“What do I do now?” Several ideas come to me that
would keep me busy and help me work through
the grief. I started reading the scriptures more and
praying more. Then, a year or so later, as I went
to bed one night, a light came up over my right
shoulder, as if it was coming from the wall above
my headboard. I was astonished at first, even a
little frightened. The next night it happened again
and it has kept coming, even until now many
years later. The significance of that to me is that it
is always on my right side as soon as I turn off my
bedside lamp.
I’m in my late 80’s and blind in my right eye and
slowly losing sight in my left eye. I close both eyes
and I see the shaft of light on my right side. It is as
if it has become a part of me and I so clearly feel
wrapped in the love of the Lord.
I think there may be someone who needs to hear
my testimony. Or maybe I needed to learn to
obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit as I receive
them, for I have procrastinated in the past before
obeying.
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Doctrine and Covenants 42:9b. It says, “Every man
shall be made accountable unto me a steward over
his own property, or that which he has received by
consecration, inasmuch as is sufficient for himself
and family.” That started me thinking about how
good of a steward I have been.
When I retired from teaching in 2001, I made the
mistake of retiring with a lot of debt. As it turned
out, I could not draw my retirement for six and
a half years because I was too young. My assets,
that I had saved all my life, dwindled down until
I had nothing left. I had no money to keep the
utilities on for my house, or buy food, or gas for
my car. I also had a stack of bills that I could not
pay. I had hit my lowest point. I was not a very
good steward.
Then I remembered that my parents had taught
me, when in need, pray to God. My way was
definitely not working, so I prayed to God and
said that I would turn things over to Him and start
doing things His way.
God saw fit to give me a second chance.
Immediately a job opportunity came to me. After
five years, I have paid off all my debt except for
one thing. As I fought through this low part of my
life, I gained strength whenever I read the words
to the song, “God Will Take Care of You.”
Whenever I am down, troubled, or frightened;
I read the words to this song and always gain
strength from it.
All is going well now and I praise God every day
for giving me a second chance.

God’s Spirit Is Moving

Around The World: “Go Ye Therefore And Teach”
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Mission trips were completed to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Kenya and Nigeria in 2017. A mission to Nigeria was completed by Rick Johansan and Mike Stephenspn.
Other missions are planned for early 2018.
Greater European Ministries (GEM)
GEM is planning a mission to Germany and possibly also, England, in the spring of 2018. Elder Brian
Mundy is learning the German language to be better able to provide ministry there. He and Elder Joe
Hale plan to visit England and Germany.
Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)
LAMB Report 2017: At the Annual Reunion in Honduras, January 2017, the Saints used the Bible, Book
of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants in all the preaching services. There were five baptisms, and the
new members shared in the Sacrament Service held later. There were classes for young people, classes
for children and marriage classes. Elder Shane Robinson preached on Friday night to the congregation.
Leaders for 2017 were elected.
Angel Castro and his family flew to Kansas City and shared in a LAMB meeting and dinner at South
Crysler Restoration Branch in June. Angel and his family also attended the South Crysler Restoration
Branch Reunion at Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa. They were able to share in the good spirit
there. In May, a report was received of two baby blessings, a call to the office of Priest, and an ordination
to the office of Elder.
In Mexico, Seventy Juan Reyes reported making several missionary trips to the cities of Jojutla and
to Matamoros. Juan and wife, Tina, attended the CRE Conference June 25-30, 2017 in Independence,
Missouri. Funds from LAMB helped cover their travel expenses.
Brother Reyes Report on the earthquake in Mexico in September of 2017.With much gratitude we turn
thanks to our God for protecting the Church Saints here in Mexico. The last earthquake was much more
intense especially in Jojutla where the largest number of our Church Saints live. They lost all their plates
and glasses that fell on the floor but no Saints were wounded.
The LAMB board consists of: James Van Biber, Jr., Chairman, David Schoff, Treasurer, Joe Hale, Secretary,
and members: Eric Baker, Manuel Castillo, Michael Holmes, Pete Hughes and Ken Ward.
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
AUSTRALIA: A mission trip to Australia is being considered for early 2018. NEPAL/INDIA: Elders
Doug Smith, Odessa, Missouri; Lyle Smith, Grain Valley, Missouri; and Brian Herren, Salem, Oregon
completed a mission to Nepal and India in the fall of 2017. PHILIPPINES: A mission is being planned
for the Mindanao region in 2018. From Elder Muray Broughton: Thank you for your help and kindness,
Sister Elma Grayden is doing very well , We pick her up for Church and take her back to the nursing
home. We are looking forward to going to the Philippines in December. It will be 10 years this month
since we started the Bible study around a table in Agno. There is a great need for people to remember the
Covenant they made with Jesus Christ. We need to fast and pray for the future of the Church in Australia.
God be with you all in the Promised land.
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Pastors Of Zion
Fifth Sunday Service
OCTOBER 29, 2017 AT WALDO AVENUE
RESTORATION BRANCH
In a beautiful service about sharing your
personal testimony of Jesus Christ, six Elders
shared their testimonies of the impact Jesus
Christ has made in them since they came to
truly know Him as Lord and Savior .Photo:
Back row, L-R: Jason Howard, Atherton, RB,
and Elzy Lasley, Living Hope, RB. Front row,
L-R: Ed Story, Oak Gove, RB; James Loumiet,
Waldo Avenue RB; Dayn Cederstrom, Chair of
Pastors of Zion; Joe Burkart, Grain Valley RB.
This service was live-streamed and would be
well worth the watching by the Saints around
the world.
The Waldo web site is
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

Announcements
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Please send
your articles, testimonies, branch news, youth
activities, regional events, etc. to the CRE c/o
Publication Council. All contact information is
on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

READER’S COMMENTS
Thank you so much for sending the Tidings of Zion magazine.
It is surely appreciated.

- Hazel Grant
Leicester, ENGLAND

