Tidings of Zion
Conference of Restoration Elders

MAINE REUNION

GREAT LAKES REUNION

KIRTLAND AREA REUNION

July-August-September 2017 Issue 120

2017 Reunions

The Tidings of Zion is published quarterly by the Conference
of Restoration Elders. It is under the editorial responsibility of
the Coordinating Council, Vim Horn, Chairman. It is sent to all
who desire to receive it.
An annual contribution of $20 is appreciated.

Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders

“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration
branches and Latter Day Saints in general during this period
of disruption and fragmentation” (Conference Operating
Guidelines accepted in 1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priest		 hood, as well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
•  Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on
			 behalf of the work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us
			 to defend and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the
			 critical issues now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel
			 as restored in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and
			 1993 Conference Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work
		 together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as
		 they are requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration
		 priesthood.
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In addition, the Conference of Restoration Elders provides a
forum for Aaronic priesthood and member alike to share in
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world to enjoy the hope that we find in Jesus Christ and each
other.
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Reflections and
Summary of the
2017 Conference
of Restoration
Elders (CRE)
by Elder William “Vim” Horn
Chair
week began with
T hetheReunion/Conference
Lord calling us to gather together in the

spirit of charity. He further directed that Tonight,
before you sleep, pray that charity will abound
among you this week, first within yourself, and then
in the hearts of others. Saints, I testify to you that
as those who had gathered responded to the
Lord’s direction, they were filled with charity,
and charity abounded throughout the week. All
who participated were richly blessed.
As has become Conference practice, the first part
of the week focused on conducting the business
of the Conference, such as receiving reports
from the various CRE councils and missionary
boards and ensuring that the CRE is properly
organized for the coming year. In addition,
two new motions identified through the
quorum process were presented for Conference
consideration.
The first motion pertained to moving the CRE
Domestic Outreach Program (DOP) from under
the direction of the Coordinating Council (CC)
to under the Evangelism Council (EC), and
it directed the EC and DOP to reach out and
offer ministry to every branch and group in
the US and Canada before the next conference.
A substitute motion was offered and passed as
follows:

Whereas, there is a need for some guidance for the
Domestic Outreach plan of the CRE;
Be it resolved, until the CRE Conference of 2018,
the Domestic Outreach Committee come (will
remain) under the Coordinating Council with these
objectives in the coming year;
1) By September 1, 2017, a meeting be held, presided
over by the Coordinating Council, consisting of
the Chairman of the Conference, the Coordinating
Council, the Evangelism Council, and the Domestic
Outreach Committee. The purpose of this meeting is
to plan an effort to have two men from the above set
of men be assigned to schedule and travel to domestic
areas that have a concentration of branches and/or
members by May 1, next year. If at all possible, it
is advisable to have the Conference Chairman or a
member of the Coordinating Council be one of those
two men.
2) After determining who the two men are to
go to these areas, contact would be made with the
leadership of the outlying area. From this contact
and working with the Regional leaders a time would
be set for the following purposes;
A. A Regional Leadership gathering be set up.
In this gathering the Regional leaders will share
what ministry is taking place, what needs they have,
and how the CRE can be of help.
B. The two men representing the CRE can
dialogue on what the CRE is doing, what resources
the CRE has, and after listening to the Regional
leaders, make suggestions as to the support that can
be given. Discussion would include evangelism
support. Other areas of support could include
priesthood training, women’s ministry, men’s
ministry, and youth ministry. This may include
topical subjects such as stewardship, church history,
Book of Mormon studies, etc., based on the needs or
interests of the outlying areas.
Some outlying Regional areas would include, but
not be limited to; (a list of areas was included)
*
4) The Regional reports will be brought to the May,
2018 Coordinating Council meeting for review and
making recommendations to the 2018 Conference.
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5) The 2018 Conference will determine;
A. Whether Domestic Outreach should come
under the Coordinating Council, the Evangelism
Council, or be its own Council.
B. The CRE, working with Regional leaders and
Branches, develop a plan to strengthen the domestic
Branches, the members, and taking the gospel into
these locations.
*There is no number 3: the numbers were
mislabeled.
During the discussion of the motion, it was
pointed out, as recorded in the CRE minutes,…
that many efforts were being made regarding
Domestic Outreach by groups and/or branches that
have association with the CRE, as well as the actual
Domestic Outreach Program within the CRE. The
statement was emphasized by the body that all of the
efforts made to date and the ongoing efforts in this
line have been greatly appreciated.
The conference also approved the transfer of
the Smith home on W. Short St. from the CRE to
the Joseph Smith III/Israel A. Smith Historical
Society. Brother Richard Neill expressed the
Board’s appreciation for the CRE’s support and
stewardship of the properties while the Society
got organized.
The second motion considered and passed
was That the CRE form a committee to work in
conjunction with the Pastors of Zion (POZ) to reach
out to those who have left the Community of Christ or
the other various faction groups. In the discussion
concerning this matter, it was noted that the
POZ had formed a committee to address this
process and that it should be easy for the CRE
to work in conjunction with that committee.
Finally, the Conference approved a motion to
reconvene the week of June 24 thru June 29,
2018, in conjunction with the Restoration Branch
Family Reunion at the Waldo Ave Restoration
Branch/CPRS location.
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With the business of the CRE concluded on
Wednesday, the brethren determined to spend
the remaining time on Thursday and Friday, as
recorded by David Joyce, Conference Secretary,
directing…our minds in prayer (as inspired by
Daniel’s prayer recorded in Daniel 9) recognizing
our responsibility to repent on behalf of the body as
a whole. A request for preparation by prayer, study,
and fasting was encouraged. Brother Brian Mundy
to preside as directed by the Spirit. And if time
allowed, they were to discuss the topic Absolute
Truth…what it entails and how it’s playing out in
the world today. Both days were spent in sincere
prayer and reflection, seeking God’s forbearance
and guidance. Brother Paul Gage shared his
reflections of these days and the week in the
online Daily Tidings as follows:
Today, Thursday, June 29, was a wonderful day of
fellowship and great worship. The Priesthood met
at 3:00 p.m. in a special and most powerful session
of prayer. The theme for the service was “Let Us
Pray For One Another,” sung by Bill Barrett and
Andrew and David Joyce. The service was presided
over by Elder Brian Mundy. The participation was
outstanding, and the Holy Spirit was in our midst.
The Spirit of the Living God was among us and
upon us throughout this reunion and was especially
present in the classes and sermons during the week,
as well as the priesthood worship services and general
prayer services each day. On Thursday and Friday,
the Elders spent time in discussion as to ways their
ministry can be enhanced. They also discussed those
many things that distract them from their duties and
also keep the Saints from being in obedience to God’s
commandments as we should. Sessions of mighty
prayer were entered into, and the Holy Spirit was
very much present. In my opinion, this was one of
the most highly spiritual reunions and conferences I
have attended in many years.
Truly, the pure love of Christ was present
throughout the week.

A Memo from the
Conference of
Restoration Elders
By Richard Neill (On behalf of the committee)
and Vim Horn (On behalf of the CRE)

CRE: A Change
in Historians
By Elder Danny Hight
Oak Grove, Missouri
Danny and Sue Hight
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I nthattheduring
the 2016 Restoration Branch Family

is my friend, as well as my brother
J imin Daugherty
Christ. We both have a longtime interest and

Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders a
message was presented during one of the Elders
sessions. The message was approved by a large
majority of those present.

curiosity in history. Our families have common
roots that go back before either Jim or myself was
even born. My mother Roberta (Eldred) Hight and
Jim’s mother Margarete (Shephard) Daugherty
were Zion’s Leaguers together in Joplin, Missouri.
Mom lived with Brother and Sister Sidney Gray
while she looked after Sister Gray’s elderly mother
who lived with them.

The message instructed that three should be
set aside to petition the Lord on behalf of his
people regarding the direction this body should
go. The message identified three brethren, Paul
Gage (High Priest), Joe Burkart, (Bishop) and
Richard Neill (Seventy), to separate themselves to
receive his instructions, and directed, My people
to uphold them in prayer and fasting, and He
would forgive them and they will hear My voice.
The Saints were encouraged to set aside time for
prayer and fasting on behalf of the three men.
The committee met many times this past year
in prayer and meditation over this matter. We
cannot report that the Lord gave us direction in
our prayerful petitions. What the Lord did do was
give us the assurance that He is still working with
this people, and He will, in His own due time, bring
the counsel we seek. We can take comfort that the
committee did not feel the pressure to come up
with “something.” The Lord continues to test us
in terms of our obedience to Him, and if it is his
voice we will seek to recognize and follow. The
committee was humbled by the faithful support
in word and prayer that was given to them by the
Saints. Do not be discouraged, He will speak to
us. Continue in faith, hope in Him, and exercise
charity towards all. We have not been forsaken
for His promises are sure.
God Bless.

To keep things straight, the Jim
Daugherty we know is the son of
Jimmy and Margarete Daugherty.
Jimmy, after a profound conversion
to Christ, preceded with tender
training by the Gray’s, went under
Church appointment, and was
later President of Seventy. Before
that, he helped build the Medoc,
Missouri, Church and served
as its first pastor. Medoc is a small community
abut 15-20 miles north of Joplin, Missouri, and
the same distance east of Jasper, Missouri. I grew
up at Medoc; but by then, the Daugherty’s had
moved on to other church assignments. Jim’s dad
(Jimmy) was legendary at Medoc because of his
enthusiasm and interest in the youth.
In more recent years, when Jim and Laura
attended Oak Grove, my mother was introduced
to him again, but this time he was all grown up.
She had not seen Jim since he was a little boy. She
asked, “Where’s Harlan?” Jim smiled and said,
“Well, I am Harlan!” Are you confused yet? He is
James Harlan Daugherty.
Jim asked me some time back to consider making
myself available for historian when the time
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comes. I never wanted that particular time to come.
I told him that I would do that if the conference
should choose but was not looking forward to
it. Jim has big shoes to fill. I’m not trained as a
historian. Brother Jim has likely forgotten more
about history than I know. I can only bring my
curiosity and dedication to truth.
It doesn’t matter whether our study is in Ancient
History, American History, or Church History,
it’s all about things that happened in the past.
As time passes, events related in history can be
studied oftentimes more objectively than at the
time they happened. For example, a United States
President’s administration is more accurately
judged years, even multiple decades, after they
leave office. The saying goes, “Hindsight is
twenty-twenty.”
Our eyesight is measured by a standard method
to determine how good we can see. When we can
read letters of a twenty-font size on a wall some
twenty feet away, it is said our vision is twentytwenty. That means our vision is good.
When events unfold in our lives, we are caught up
in the moment. We are effected by many factors
that may distort our memory. What we remember
sometimes is not “twenty-twenty.”
I remember when President Kennedy was
assassinated in Dallas in 1963. My memory was
of our school janitor coming in to our classroom
and telling us that President Kennedy had been
shot. I remember many crying in our classroom,
teachers as well as students. Our little school was
dismissed to the gym after our principal told us
that President Kennedy was dead. Some of my
classmates ran and played kickball. Others of us
sat in spontaneous groups in a stunned silence,
only speaking occasionally.
It was a cold, dreary November day, and it was
sleeting outside as we milled around the gym. My
brother David said he vividly remembers, too, but
he says there was no sleet. Hmmm, he and I were
both there, but we remember differently. In my
curiosity, I asked two of my cousins who were also
at school that day if it sleeted. They agreed with
David that there was no sleet. Even the official
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weather records from the Joplin Globe said there
was no sleet. I didn’t remember it right. I guess I
thought that day was so awful it should have been
sleeting.
It’s funny how our minds can remember details
in different ways. Possibly you, too, have been
at a fun gathering where one person whispers a
very short story with several points of detail to the
next person. The story is then whispered person
to person until it goes completely around the
room. The last person then tells the story out loud,
and to everyone’s amusement, it is usually quite
different than the original version. Many details
are dropped, changed, or added. History can be
like that.
We remember the moment as seen through our own
unique lens. How we felt emotionally, physically,
and spiritually colors our recall. Sometimes these
factors can distort our memory. I might not get
anything out of someone’s sermon, while others
think it was very good. When I take into account
a stress I was feeling at the very time the sermon
was being delivered, I realize my memory lens
was distorted. This is why it is important to get
multiple accounts of events in history. The more
people who recall what happened, the more
likelihood of accuracy is increased…“twentytwenty hindsight.” We are blessed with multiple
accounts in scripture testifying of the True Gospel
because our Heavenly Father knew we would
need them to see things clearly and accurately.
An old saying of truth goes something like this…
“If we do not learn from our mistakes from the
past, we are doomed to repeat them.” Let’s apply
this saying to the church. As a church, it’s not
possible to learn from past mistakes (or successes)
unless we are aware of them. How can we learn
from our mistakes (and successes) without
knowledge of our history?
As a society today, we are not hesitant to confront
“hate speak.” Laws are on the books about this.
We take seriously the rhetoric from neo-Nazi hate
groups that spew anti-Semitic and other racial
talk. Why? Because such rhetoric in Germany
in the 1920’s and 1930’s ultimately led a strong
and proud German nation to murder six million

Jews in a war that ultimately caused many more
millions of deaths.
From our recounting of that history, our “twentytwenty hindsight” tells us that nations must
always talk to each other. Communication can
and has prevented new wars. Learning from the
lessons of history, the United Nations was formed;
and in spite of its poor record of late, it still is a
fundamentally good idea.
As individuals, our own personal histories tell
each of us that it is good to keep the lines of
communication open with those around us. It
can and will prevent misunderstandings and
conflicts. If, however, we fail to examine our past,
we can neither remember to repeat the steps that
were taken to bring about good nor to avoid those
things that caused bad to happen.
Our church history is rich with stories and accounts
from many people. Our sacred scriptures are our
primary historical accounts that show us the way.
The gospel is repeated through multiple accounts
from many individuals. We can objectively
examine these records and get at a fairly accurate
account of what happened. By studying their
history, we can use to our advantage the benefit of
“twenty-twenty hindsight.”
We know failings and triumphs in the context
which they occurred. The rest is simple…we
identify the ingredients that made for their
triumphs and apply them to our day. We avoid the
pitfalls that led to their failures. Studying history
saves us precious time we would otherwise spend
floundering in trial and error. By studying history,
we can move on to the higher plain, to which our
Lord calls us.
Thanks, Jim, for pointing out to all of us not only
interesting and relevant historical facts, but more
importantly, how to correctly approach the study
itself. Note: At the Conference of Restoration Elders,
in Independence, Missouri, June 25-30, 2017, Danny
Hight was elected as historian, taking the place of Jim
Daugherty who had served in that capacity for over 20
years. Brother Daugherty felt the need to resign due to
failing eye sight and other physical problems. The CRE
is most appreciative of Brother Daugherty and
the years of excellent service he gave to the CRE.

Calling Us
to Listen
By Seventy Richard Neill
Independence, Missouri

a unique experience at the Restoration
I had
Branch Family Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders, held June 25-30, 2017, in
Independence, Missouri. I was asked to preach
the opening sermon on Sunday evening, June 25.
The theme for the day was “Calling Us to Listen.”
As I was preparing for the sermon, I became aware
that the Lord desired to give a message in this
very first service, not only during the service, but
right at the very beginning. I don’t know if I have
ever seen that done before. Usually a message of
the Lord is given in the body of the sermon or
near the end. Many times it has been observed
towards the latter part of the reunion week after
the people have had experiences together. This
time, however, the Lord made it clear that it was
to be right at the very beginning of the sermon.
The Lord truly was “Calling Us to Listen” right
from the start.
I know, by the Spirit, that this was a message to us
that week, and I believe it is guidance for times yet
to come. Of this, I have no doubt. One elder told
me he had never been in a group that experienced
such a unity from beginning to end. Being
convinced of the divine origin of this message, I
now record the message for you to read. By acting
in this spirit of charity, the message affected the
people in all that they did that week. It was truly
a Spirit-filled week.
The Lord wants to speak to you. I call you to gather
in the spirit of charity. As I have said before,
Without charity you Doctrine and Covenants 16:4d
can do nothing.
The greatest gift is charity.

I Corinthians 13:13
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Charity never faileth.		

I Corinthians 13:8

Charity is the pure love of Christ.
The two Great Commandments
are centered on this love.

Moroni 7:52
Matthew 22: 35-39

Gather together in the spirit of charity.
Tonight, before you sleep, pray that charity will abound
among you this week, first within yourself, and then in
the hearts of others.
I am a God of miracles, and there is no greater miracle
then when charity reigns in the hearts of a people.
Charity has the power to cleanse, to heal, and to unite.
May it be so with this people. Amen.
The following is a summary of the sermon I
shared at the Restoration Branch Family Reunion
and Conference of Restoration Elders on Sunday,
June 25, 2017. The theme for the week was “Jesus
is Calling,” and the theme for Sunday was “Jesus
is Calling Us to Listen.” A scripture used was
Doctrine and Covenants (D&C) 1:1—”Hearken,
O ye people of my church, saith the voice of him
who dwells on high.”
The first word of scripture given in the latter days,
D&C 1:1, is to hearken. Hearken means to listen or
to give respectful attention.
In D&C 1, the word hearken is used twice, the
word listen, once, and the word voice, three times.
The message that comes to us in these last days
is that God wants to speak to us. He wants us
to assist Him to bring to pass His work, which is
the immortality and eternal life of man and His
kingdom to reign on this earth. He tells us we
cannot assist Him unless we have charity in our
hearts.

good shepherd giveth his life for his sheep. I and
my Father are one.
2.
Arthur Oakman: The Meaning of the
Crucifixion, April 7, 1954. As I traveled to the
Michigan Reunion last year, I listened to this
sermon six times.
“I have long believed at root, Latter Day Saintism
is devotion to a person. I don’t believe it is basically
conformity to an ideal or a formula or a theory or even
an idea. I think at root, it is devotion to a person. It
began with the words, ‘Hear ye him.’ I believe we will
be listening to ‘Him’ through the countless ages of
eternity.”
3. Testimony of Mosiah Cottrill, age 11 and son
of Jacob and Rebecca Cottrill from Parkersburg,
West Virginia. Judith Hawley, from Independence,
Missouri, shared this testimony on April 4, 2017,
here in this sanctuary of Waldo Avenue Restoration
Branch/Center Place Restoration School. I texted
Jacob soon after the service, and he taped Mosiah
sharing the testimony and sent it to my cell phone.
Judith was invited to share at a Women’s Retreat
in the Ohio Region. She was at Mosiah’s branch
and mentioned to him that she liked to collect
rocks from places she visits. Mosiah decided to
go into their church’s prayer garden to find a rock
to remind her of her visit. He found a rock that
was broken. When he brought it to her, he told her
this is a special rock. He had prayed over the rock
and washed it. Mosiah told Judith this was only
a piece of the rock since it was broken, like the
many pieces of Zion, like the many churches that
have split up, and we have to come back together
to build Zion.

Let me illustrate by giving four examples of us
needing to listen to the Lord.

Saints, is it that obvious—that we have to hear
from a young boy in West Virginia that we are not
one? Are we listening?

1. (Selected verses from John 10) He that entereth
in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. He
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him; for
they know his voice. And a stranger will they not
follow, but will flee from him: for they know not
the voice of strangers. I am the good shepherd; the

4. This took place at the Deer Park RLDS
Campground in July of 1983. This story is also
about a young boy, but this boy was 12. His name
was Steve, and he had some physical difficulties
which included ADHD. Consequently, Steve had
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great difficulty in staying focused and paying
attention. It was the last day of camp and was
pouring, so we decided to have our closing service
in the chapel. Early in the morning, I decided to
go over to pray in one of the empty cabins that
overlooked a farm. It was so foggy you could not
see past 25 feet. You could not even see the farm.
As I sat in a chair praying, I heard a noise coming
from the farmer’s field. I could tell that there was
a tractor out in the field. I thought, “What is he
doing? It has rained so much it must be muddy
out there in the field.”
So I stopped my prayer, and I began to intently
listen. As I was now in the act of listening and not
speaking to the Lord, the Lord spoke to me, and
He said “Go tell the people I am working in their lives
even when they cannot see me.”
I went over to the chapel early. I was presiding,
so I stood up at the front, without a podium, as
the campers filed into the chapel and took their
seats to the right or left of the center aisle. Steve
looked at me and left his cabin friends to come
up and sit on the bench where I would sit also.
I wrestled with letting him sit there because he
could become a distraction, but I decided to not
change anything. As the service progressed,
I shared the message the Lord had given to me
for the camp. I looked over at Steve, and to my
surprise, not only had he sat still the whole time,
but he was weeping. I knew he was experiencing
the love of God for him. As I looked at him, I could
see, by the Spirit, God’s Spirit enter in and come
out of his body. I was made aware that the day
would come when Steve would be whole and that
he would remember this moment. The Lord then
spoke to me and said, “You thought I could not reach
this young boy. I want you to know how much I love
him, and I can enter into the deepest part of his soul.”
Saints, this week and at any time, the Lord has
the power to enter into the deepest part of our
souls and bring peace and healing to our lives.
He is calling us to come unto him. He is calling
us to service for His kingdom. Saints, any time
we meet, let us gather in the spirit of charity, and
“Hear Ye Him.”

“The Gospel
According to ...”
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

Creator of all things. God is in control
G odof allis thethings.
God has a plan for mankind that

will not be altered by Him. We have the option
(agency) to choose God’s Way or our own. In the
beginning, in the Garden of Eden, everything was
in a state of perfection...until Eve followed the
gospel of Satan, taking it as her gospel; and after
passing it on to Adam, they were cast out. They
were spiritually dead. God had told them they
would die if they ate the forbidden fruit. Many
people claim that since they did not fall over dead,
physically, that God lied to them. We know that
God does not lie, nor does He tempt us. In James
1:12-16, we have this instruction, “Blessed is the man
that resisteth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I
am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth he any man; But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin;
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do
not err, my beloved brethren.”
God desires that we choose Him as our Father,
which is to obey the great commandment. This is
His Gospel! Lust can be anything that draws us
away from God and into thinking that our “own
gospel” is better than His. Lust can be anything that
so entices us to the point of becoming obsessed,
and maybe possessed, by it that we lose sight of
God’s plan for us.
A number of years ago, I was asked to teach a Bible
class at a nearby nursing home facility. The first
day of class, I had my Three in One and was asked,
“Why is your Bible so much thicker than ours?” All
they had for a text was the New Testament of the
New King James Bible. I explained to them what
our scriptures were and how and why they came
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into being. I told them that they could go to any
Christian bookstore and find over 40 versions or
translations of the Bible and that anyone who so
desired could come up with their own “gospel
according to them.” So, why wouldn’t a translation
of the Bible that the translator said was from God be
better than one that some person just decided they
wanted to “rewrite.” I used our scriptures freely in
the class, always telling them where I was reading
from. In 15 years, I never had anyone object to my
using the Inspired Version, the Book of Mormon, or
Doctrine and Covenants. At one time, there were
four former ministers of various churches in the
class, and no one ever objected to my using the
scriptures that best present the “Gospel according
to God.”
The Inspired Version is truly a treasure to us and
the world. Joseph Smith, Jr., could never have
translated the King James into the Inspired Version
on his own, nor could any other person. Let me
give you one “small” yet so significant change that
was made, as inspired by God. In most, if not all
other translations of the Bible, particularly with
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, they will say either
“The Gospel according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, or
John,” or they will just say the name of the book.
In the Inspired Version, it says, “The Testimony of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.” That is because it
was not their gospel! It was, is, and always will be
the “Gospel According to Jesus Christ!”
If we only proclaim or follow our own gospel, we
will be cast out of God’s presence. The Inspired
Version has so many truths that were put there by
God but were taken out by the adversary and his
helpers. Just a few: Compare the IV with others
regarding the creation itself, how the earth was
populated in the beginning, the Beatitudes, and
what Jesus really meant to do rather than actually
cutting off your hand or plucking out your eye.
I will conclude this article with a statement from
Arthur Oakman regarding the Inspired Version of
the Bible:
“Let me put something in here about the Inspired
Version.
There are all kinds of versions of the Scriptures; and
I suppose—although I have not read all of them, I
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have read many of them—that they contain some
insights, but they are of dubious and questionable
character.
So far as I am concerned, the Inspired Version is
the one which has been given to us in these latter
days. Joseph was told, “The Scriptures shall be
given even as they are in mine own bosom,” and,
“Hold thy peace concerning them,...until thou hast
received them in full...For they shall be taught unto
all nations”
(Doctrine and Covenants 34:5b and 42:15a-b).
If we neglect the Inspired Version of the Scriptures,
our ministry suffers. I commend it to you, not as the
only valid version, but the most valuable version of
the Scriptures that we have. We ought to treasure
that book, for it is to the Reorganization what the
Book of Mormon is to the Restoration Movement in
its inception. It is the one valid existential existence
that proves that there ever was a Restoration
Movement.”
Arthur Oakman - “The Endowment Series”
THOUGHTS FOR DEVOTION
Imagine you are in a store and you see a display that
features a new kind of shoe polish. A salesperson gets
your attention by saying, “This miracle of modern science
will bring a rich luster to dull leather. It is so good that
everyone will notice the difference and want to know what
you are using. Sure, it costs more, but you just can’t afford
not to buy it.
You notice something that causes you to say, “I’m sure you
believe in your fancy shoe polish, but from what I can see,
your product does not work any better than the brand I
usually buy. If what you are selling is so great, why don’t
your shoes shine brighter than mine?”
Our efforts to interest people in the gospel are sometimes
just as unconvincing. All too often we ask them to trust
Christ as their Savior and be willing to pay the high price
of following Him, but we fail to give them visible evidence
that Christ makes a difference in our lives.
How do we establish a credible witness? One way is to
love our enemies, or those we don’t care for, and not just
our friends or family. We can also show kindness when it
is not expected or deserved. By the Holy Spirit’s power,
we can demonstrate that following Christ is well worth the
higher price. Luke 6:27-38
Photo Credits: Those who have supplied photos for this
issue of Tidings of Zion are: Amy Burk, Melissa Clark,
Paul Gage, Brian Mundy Crystal Lavigne, Jacob Roberts,
Doug Smith, David Teeple, Shaun Turner

It Is Yet Day When
All Can Work

along with the warning. It is, even now, yet day
when we can work, but the night is coming for
us. Will we qualify ourselves for the work of the
Lord or not?

By Jon Tandy
Independence, Missouri

Judgment Against Shepherds and Sheep
In Ezekiel 34, the Lord gave a warning against
the shepherds of Israel. This applies to some of
the priesthood in our generation:

is an adaptation of a sermon given at
F ollowing
Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch on August

“The diseased have ye not strengthened; neither
have ye healed that which was sick; neither
have ye bound up that which was broken;
neither have ye brought again that which was
driven away; neither have ye sought that which
was lost. But with force and with cruelty have
ye ruled them.

13, 2017, by Elder Jon Tandy. This was the concluding
service of the 2017 Pastors of Zion Summer Series,
which included a few summary thoughts of the other
speakers during the summer. The theme of the series
was “Seek to Bring Forth and Establish the Cause of
Zion.”

A Message of Hope and of Warning
Doctrine and Covenants 142 was given in
1950, at a time when the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was doing
relatively well. We had come through the Great
Depression, paid off the Auditorium, and had
become reputable in our community. The Lord
gave a message of hope through Israel A. Smith
in verse five “The hopes of my people and the
goals of my church, while not yet fully realized,
and at times and to many seemingly, are closer
to realization than many recognize. It is yet
day when all can work.” But there was also a
message of warning: “The night will come when
for many of my people opportunity to assist will
have passed.”
It has been 67 years since this scripture was
given, and we have seen this prophecy fulfilled.
Some have veered into strange paths of false
doctrine, some have inappropriately taken the
reins of power and authority, while others have
become accusers of the brethren, tolerated sin
in the church, or just wandered into inactivity,
worldliness, or abandoned their faith entirely.
Many have truly disqualified themselves from
being able to assist in the work.
Yet the promise given in 1950 still applies to us,

And they were scattered because there is no
shepherd; and they became meat to all the beasts
of the field when they were scattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mountains and upon
every high hill; yea, my flock was scattered upon
all the face of the earth, and none did search or
seek after them... my flock became a prey...to
every beast of the field” (Ezekial 34:4-8).
If the sheep are scattered, it’s because the
shepherds have failed in their job. We have
not sought out the sheep or bound up their
wounds, but instead they have become a prey
to the enemy.

But there isn’t just a shepherd problem—there
is also a sheep problem. The Lord proclaimed
judgment against the people as well as the
leaders: “And as for my flock, they eat that
which ye have trodden with your feet; and they
drink that which ye have fouled with your feet.
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Therefore, thus saith the Lord God unto them:
Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat
cattle and between the lean cattle. Because ye
have thrust with side and with shoulder and
pushed all the diseased with your horns till ye
have scattered them abroad” (Ezekiel 34:17-21).
We think of sheep as being innocent, gentle
creatures, but they can be mean to each other.
What are we doing? Do we criticize and
condemn other brothers and sisters? Are we
being accusers of the brethren or driving them
away by our words?
Jesus said, “Blessed are all the peacemakers; for
they shall be called the children of God” (Matt
5:11). If we are not being peacemakers, if we are
burning bridges instead of building them, then
we should have no expectation of being called
the children of God.
Earlier in the summer, David Lotz (July 9, “The
Hopes of my People”) said, “Followers of the
Lord always manage to find themselves in
the spirit of contention when they don’t have
the Spirit of the Lord with them. Contention
destroys the hope of the people, and it is not
according to the doctrine of Christ” (in reference
to 3rd Nephi 5:28-31).
Chuck Sperry spoke on June 25 at Waldo Avenue
RB in the morning service and said, “We reject
people because of differences of opinion and
offenses; but we accept people who are teaching
false doctrine and who continue in unrepentant
sin. We have it backwards.”
Dayn Cederstrom (June 11) spoke on the subject
“Let Nothing Separate You From Each Other
and the Work.” He talked about D&C 94:5c, “for
this is Zion, THE PURE IN HEART.” If we could
become pure in heart, we would be united in
covenant relationship, which means we would
no longer be separated.
The good news is that the Lord is seeking out
his people! Despite the failures of the priesthood
and the people, Jesus is coming in both judgment
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and mercy to restore and redeem his people. “As
a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that
he is among his sheep that are scattered, so will
I seek out my sheep and will deliver them out
of all places where they have been scattered in
the cloudy and dark day...I will seek that which
was lost, and bring again that which was driven
away, and will bind up that which was broken,
and will strengthen that which was sick; but I
will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed
them with judgment.” (Ezekial 34:12).
The judgment is not something that is coming
some day in the future. I had a powerful
experience in 2007 here at Waldo during a
conference that the judgment is already upon us.
The Lord is judging us, not based on whether we
are right or wrong about the issues, but whether
we will conduct ourselves in charity for one
another. If we are wrong about the issues, the
Lord can change our minds. If we are wrong in
our uncharitable attitudes, we will be cut off.
Jesus passionately loves his Bride (the Church),
and He will love and honor anyone who honors
His Bride. But woe to those who dishonor the
one that He loves.
Some of the youth in 2008 wrote an open letter
and petition to the church, in particular to the
priesthood, to cease from hypocrisy. We teach
people that we should be humble and charitable,
but then we employ anger, contention, and pride
in order to “protect our beliefs.” The youth see
this and recognize the difference from the Spirit
of Christ, and it discourages them from their
belief in the gospel. Let us be more aware of our
example.
Richard Neill (June 25, “Hearken, O Ye People
of my Church”) gave a message calling us to
“gather together in the spirit of charity... pray
that charity will abound among you, first in
yourself and then in the hearts of others. I
am a God of miracles, and there is no greater
miracle than when charity reigns in the heart
of a people. The generation that embraces the
spirit of charity will see a power in the world
that seldom has been matched. There will be
a blessing not only for us, but for the whole

world. Charity has power for us to come into
the presence of God.”
Jared Smith (June 18, “The Lord Standeth Sure”)
told the story of Archie, who had been converted
years ago in Michigan. Two weeks later his son
was killed by a drunk driver. Rather than asking,
“How could there be a God if he allowed this
to happen?”, he confessed that his conversion
kept him from going to killing the drunkard.
Instead, he took food to the man’s family who
was destitute because of his drunkenness. The
power of the gospel is not only a true doctrine;
more importantly, it has the power to help us
bear the very real burdens and trials that we are
called to face.
Humble and Full of Love
Doctrine and Covenants 142:5 foretold that some
would no longer be able to “assist.” Section 11:4b
tells why: “No one can assist in this work except
he shall be humble and full of love, having faith,
hope, and charity, being temperate in all things
whatsoever shall be in-trusted to his care.” If we
want to assist in the work of God, we need to
walk in the depths of humility and in the depths
of love.

Brad Hampton (July 30, “Called to Charity”)
said that “we must have the mind of Christ,
the fullness of God dwelling in our hearts by
faith, so that we can receive the Spirit and be
rooted and grounded in love. You can’t have
the fullness of God, if your heart is filled with
the world. You can’t have the mind of Christ,
if your mind is not set on him and keeping his
commandments.”
Robert Gillam (July 2, “His Word Shall Not
Fail”) said, “Faith is not simply what we believe.
It is belief in action. Are we washed clean? Are
we sanctified? Are we justified? How are we
spending our leisure time? What witness are we
giving in our lives?” Are we loving our brethren
by putting our faith into action?
It’s Time to Get to Work
We don’t have any more time to whine about
the failings of the church or the priesthood in
the past. We need volunteers who will do the
work of the Lord, not complainers who are just
standing in the way. Be the solution, not the
problem. There is no more time for lip service,
no more time for excuses for why we can’t do—
just do something.

A few years ago, I preached a sermon about
pride. The idea came to me that pride boils
down to two things: 1) I am better than others—
an inflated sense of self-worth; and 2) I deserve
more than I have—a sense of entitlement. If we
are walking in the depths of humility, we will
neither offend nor can we be offended (Psalms
119:165; Proverbs 13:10; James 3:2). We will have
no room for covetousness or many of the other
sins that plague us.

It’s time to get to work in two ways. First,
work on yourself. We need a spiritual checkup.
When you go to the doctor, he checks your
vital signs, makes a diagnosis, and may give
you a prescription. Check yourself against the
word of God, find scriptures that will treat the
symptoms where you may be lacking, meditate
on those things, and spend more time with the
Lord. If you need help with this, call on the
priesthood for assistance.

Walking in the depths of love starts with love
for the Lord. Tom Mitchell (July 16, “Called to
Faith”) challenged us to seek sanctuary in the
presence of God, through purposeful, committed
quiet time every day. His testimony was that as
he made a diligent, long-term commitment to
spending regular time with the Lord in daily
prayer, study, and fasting, the Lord began to
reveal himself more powerfully through the
Spirit.

We also need to get to work in service. This is a
call to action. Use your talents to do something
for the Lord. Be dependable and true to your
word. Ask your pastor, your youth leader, your
women’s leader, your Sunday school director,
etc., if there is something you can do to help.
Assist or call someone who is elderly. Call
someone you haven’t seen at church in a while.
Invite someone to church, or youth group, or to
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participate in an act of service, or invite them
over for lunch. Pray with someone who needs a
blessing from God.
Youth, you typically have more knowledge in
the area of technology than your parents and
grandparents. There are worthwhile projects
that require technology skills and your youthful
energy that will benefit the church, if you will
dedicate your talents to the work of the Lord.
Mark Griffin (July 23, “Called to Sacrifice”)
shared a testimony in which the Lord spoke
to him and said simply, “Tell of the beautiful
story.” The gospel is beautiful. The power of
Jesus Christ is real. People need that. We need
to first learn the story and then tell it. Study
the scriptures so you know where to find those
important scriptures and truths. Seek the Lord
for your own testimonies. Then share your
testimony of the power of Jesus Christ in your
life.

Greater European Ministries
(GEM)
By Brian Mundy
Independence, Missouri

families from Germany arrived in
T wo
Independence, Missouri in early August of

2017. They came to share in the celebration of
John Mundy’s 80th birthday as well as visiting
with Saints and seeing a portion of our beautiful
country. They had a great time at a lake in
southern Missouri as well as going to Branson,
Colorado and many places in the Independence
area. Please continue to pray for the ministry
in Germany. The GEM Board is focusing on
language training for our missionaries in order
to expand our base in Germany.

Andrew King led the youth service on August
6 (“All are called according to the gifts of God
unto them”). There were some wonderful
testimonies from the youth on how the Spirit of
the Lord had ministered to them in real ways
this summer. They told how the Lord had been
leading them to “walk the talk,” to get out of
their comfort zone so that we can make a real
difference in the lives of others. Andrew shared
a testimony in which he received a deep feeling
of the Lord’s concern and sorrow for us, his
children, who are separated from him through
the cares and tribulations of this world. They
need our testimony.
We are called to sacrifice. It isn’t sacrifice if you
aren’t giving your all. Don’t let the failings of
others get you down; instead, make a choice that
you will succeed and do the will of the Lord.
“Behold, I am the light and the life of the world
that speak these words; therefore, give heed
with your might, and then you are called.
Amen” (Doctrine and Covenants 11:5).
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Eileen, Stephan, Sylvia, Thomas, Christian, Lily and Anna

The Beautiful
Story
By Mark Griffin
Oak Grove, Missouri

preparing the message for the July 23,
I was
2017, service for the Pastors of Zion Summer
Series. The theme for the evening was “A Call
to Sacrifice.” My study and prayers were going
well. I had met with brother Steve LaHue, the
presider for that service, the prior week after
work for prayer. Terry Griffin, Steve, and I also
met for prayer following the Sunday evening
service on July 16th. The Lord blessed us with
His Spirit as we fellowshipped and talked about
our preparation for the service the following
week and our desires for the Lord to unify us
as one.

Up until Friday morning, July 21st, my week
was as routine as any other as I continued to
contemplate and ask the Lord for guidance. I
felt He was guiding me in my normal process of
preparing a sermon, writing down my thoughts,
and selecting scriptures.
As I was traveling to work on Friday morning,
pondering and sifting through my preparations
up to this point, I began to pray to God, and I
questioned Him as to what He truly wanted
His children to hear Sunday evening. As I
was praying, His Spirit slowly began to build.
I can’t tell you the exact words I prayed, but I
became aware that maybe what I was preparing
wasn’t what the Lord wanted to share with
us on Sunday evening. I asked my heavenly
Father again what His will was for the message
on Sunday evening, and immediately the
words or phrase “The Beautiful Story” flooded
my mind. My emotions swelled, filling my
entire body. The next words I spoke out loud
were, “The Beautiful Story.” I’m not sure if I
was questioning that thought or repeating it to
myself, because of the love and emotion that had

engulfed my soul. But as tears flowed freely,
again the words “The Beautiful Story” captured
my thoughts.
To the best of my ability, I shared this “Beautiful
Story” as I was led on Sunday evening. The
story of Jesus Christ and the sacrifice He made
for each and every one of us. Our Heavenly
Father is waiting on us to bear witness to this
“Beautiful Story.” He desires of us to live this
story, that it would be a testimony upon our
hearts and tongues, made manifest in our
actions and deeds and a light to a darkened
world around us. My thoughts centered around
John 3:14-22.
God wants more than anything for us to choose
Him. In Genesis 7: 35-40 (Enoch’s Vision),
Enoch sees the God of heaven look upon the
residue of His people and weep.
And he asks God, “…how is it that thou
canst weep, seeing thou art holy and from
all eternity to all eternity?...The Lord said
unto Enoch, behold, these thy brethren, they
are the workmanship of mine own hands,
and I gave unto them their intelligence in
the day that I created them. And in the
garden of Eden gave I unto man his agency;
and unto thy brethren have I said, and also
gave commandment, that they should love
one another; and that they should choose
me their Father.”
As Jesus Christ’s life was the “Beautiful Story”
of sacrifice, our lives must be a beautiful story
of sacrifice unto our Heavenly Father. Moroni
7:52-53, “Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which
is the greatest of all, for all things must fail; but
charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth
forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the
last day, it shall be well with them. Wherefore,
my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with
his love which he hath bestowed upon all who
are true followers of his Son Jesus Christ, that ye
may become the sons of God, that when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is, that we may have this hope, that
we may be purified even as he is pure. Amen.”
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Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders
By Rebecca Griffin
Independence, Missouri

T

he annual Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration
Elders was held at Waldo Avenue Restoration
Branch/Center Place Restoration School in
Independence, Missouri, during the week
of June 25-30, 2017. This was a wonderful
opportunity to renew friendships and make
new friends. There were people visiting from
Arizona, Iowa, Michigan, New York, Ohio,
Oregon, West Virginia, and Saltillo, Mexico.
The week began with the Sunday evening
service challenge from Seventy Richard Neill.
He spoke on charity and how we must use it
in our daily lives. He challenged us to study
the scriptures as we have never done before.
Brother Neill gave the assembly a message from
the Lord, which is included in his article in this
issue of Tidings.
The Monday evening sermon was given by Elder
Brian Mundy. He compared a piece of clay to
that of our lives. He shared how hard a piece of
clay can become when left out to dry. But if the
clay is warm it becomes pliable and workable
in your hands. He compared this to the lives
we live. If we do nothing, then the works of our
lives become cold and meaningless. If the clay
becomes soft and able to be molded, then we
also can do the same with our lives with good
works. He asked the question, “Do we need
to assess our hearts?” He explained how stiff
necks are caused by pride. Another question
he asked was: “Do we complain?” When we
have hard hearts, it means that we have quit
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repenting. The main thought of the message was
that we are called to be one. He reminded the
congregation that “If we are not one, we are not
His.” Do we give 100% of ourselves to service?
Does the adversary sway us? Brian spoke of the
need to have the spirit of humility among us.
We need to be the people God wants us to be.
Who will you serve this day?
The Tuesday evening service was given by Elder
Garry Piatt. He shared four instances when God
introduced His son Jesus Christ to the world. The
first and second instances were Jesus’ baptism
by John the Baptist and that Jesus was baptized
to fulfill all righteousness. Many people were in
attendance, but it was only John who saw the
dove descend from heaven. The third instance
took place here in Central America at the time
of the destruction. It was dark, and the people
could not see anything, even to light a fire to see
or cook with. Through the darkness, they heard
a voice. The voice was God introducing His son
Jesus to the people on this continent. The fourth
instance was the appearance of God and Jesus
to a young boy named Joseph Smith, Jr. It was
because of that event in The Grove that the Lord
began the work of restoring His gospel here on
earth. Now it is up to us to fulfill that work and
establish the cause of Zion here in the Center
Place. Garry spoke of Doctrine and Covenants
22:23b, “. . . and there is no end to my works,
neither to my words; for this is my work and
my glory, to bring to pass the immortality, and
eternal life of man.” He also shared the scripture
found in Section 140:5c,d, “The work of
preparation and the perfection of my Saints go
forward slowly, and Zionic conditions are no
further away nor any closer than the spiritual
condition of my people justifies, but my word
shall not fail, neither will my promises, for the
foundation of the Lord standeth sure.”
The Wednesday service was given by Elder
David Joyce of Morgantown, West Virginia.

Using the theme of the day, “Calling Us to
Witness,” David shared that we, as a people,
must be a witness for Christ to others. We are not
to be afraid to speak out and share the gospel.
Dare to lead, dare to do right. We must be able
to move out and sacrifice everything to share
the gospel. We must make a commitment to
witness to all people in every opportunity that
comes our way, no matter the place. There are
many open doors which give us the opportunity
to witness of and for Jesus Christ. He closed
with these words, “Are you witnessing for
Him? I Dare you.”
The Thursday evening service was about the
missionary work that is going on in Africa,
Australia, Germany, Mexico, Nepal, the
Philippines, and Russia. Those who have
served and continue to serve in these areas gave
testimonies of their work and how they have
changed lives of others and how others have
changed their own lives. Those sharing were
Juan Reyes from Mexico; Sheila Schrunk about
her experience in Nepal; Eric Woolery about his
work in Tanzania, Kenya, and Rwanda; Kathleen
Rindel concerning her work in Germany; Francis
Harper about his work in Nepal; Riane Thomas
about the work in Kenya and Rwanda; Brian
Mundy about the work being done in England,
Germany, and Russia; and Dayn Cederstrom
about the work in the Philippines.
The final sermon was given by Elder Karl
Anderson. He reminded us that we are in
the last hour of our probation and that the
day of choosing has passed. He reminded us
that there are too many factions in the church
today; and because of that, the work cannot
be accomplished as one. He reminded us that
Christ is the cornerstone, that the lives of the
people are broken, not the Church. It is the
people that need to be fixed, not the Church. He
spoke of how the church is asleep and how God
is calling us to awaken to the work that needs to
be done, and he gave the example of the parable

of the ten virgins in Matthew 25. God proposes
to make each one of us a temple where we can
have His Spirit to be with us. Brother Anderson
ended by challenging us to check our lamps so
that they will not run out of oil. Doctrine and
Covenants 45:10b tells us what the oil is.
There were classes during the week for the
children and adults. Those teaching the children’s
classes were Deana Griffin, Janellen Cappo, and
Christy and Heather Joyce. Those teaching the
adult classes were David Joyce, Janellen Cappo,
the board members of The Joseph Smith III/
Israel A. Smith Historical Society, Bob Bobbitt,
Joe Burkart, and Vim Horn. The classes about
the daily themes were: Calling Us to Repent
and Obey, Calling us to Forgive, Calling us to
Listen, Calling us to Witness, Calling us to our
Stewardship, and Calling us to Be of One Heart
and One Mind—Zion.
There were display tables in the gym for the
Publication Council, Pre-Columbian Institute,
Women’s Council, Zion’s Ridge Campground,
The Joseph Smith III/Israel A. Smith Historical
Society, ARM, GEM, LAMB, and SEAAM. Paul
and Dee Ludy had a wonderful selection of
church books for sale. Beryl and Bob Immer had
a table sharing her books for children and also
the Restoration Hymnal.
The meals for the week were prepared and
served by the ladies from Missionary Branch. The
conference and reunion was another wonderful
and successful experience. The challenge for all
who attended was to take what we learned in
classes and the evening messages and change
our lives, share the gospel, and come back next
year a changed people. The challenge has been
given; the work is ours to do. We are to be one,
in spirit and in mind, working for the common
goal set before us through Jesus Christ—that of
the kingdom of Zion.
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Living with
Macular
Degeneration
By Judith Ann Hawley
Independence, Missouri
may wonder, what is Macular Degeneration
O ne(MD)?
I can only explain it in layman’s terms.
There is a section of the retina of the eye called
the macula. For some unknown reason, often
hereditary, that section on the retina starts to
degenerate. There are two types of MD. One
is called dry and the other wet. With modern
research, shots have been developed for the wet
type of MD, and in most cases, there have been
fabulous results and many times restoration of
lost vision. For dry there is no treatment. I have
the dry MD.
Doctors often recommend such things as
preventives to slow down the degeneration, such
as vitamins specific for the health of the eyes.
Bilberry capsules are recommended, as well as
green leafy vegetables such as spinach, kale,
broccoli, etc. Avocados are highly recommended.
Flaxseed oil capsules are good for reducing
inflammation and improving circulation in the
macula.
First of all, when one hears the diagnosis of
Macular Degeneration, it means “change.” It
also means “courage.” Yes, to change is to begin
learning how to live with it. To have courage is to
face the future, living with it.
I have lived with Macular Degeneration for over
61 years. It seems to come on most people when
they are older. However, I was eleven years old
and in the sixth grade when, in a very short
time, I went from normal sight to legally blind.
I remember well the emotional trauma when
the doctor told me and my parents, “Oh my, this
child is almost blind.” That’s when my prayer
life began to become more meaningful. I would
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lay awake at night, look out at the stars, and talk
to my Heavenly Father, begging Him, with tears
streaming down my cheeks, to always let me see.
I won’t say it has been easy living with MD, a
degenerating process. It has not! Over these many
years, I have lost more and more of my vision.
However, I have learned so much from the trials
I have had to face. It is my desire to teach others
what I have learned.
Just as in all loss, there is a grieving process; so
there is in loss of vision. One must allow themselves to cry, to sorrow over the loss, and to yes,
even ask God, “Why me Lord?” In working
through all those emotions, courage grows. Glare
is one of the enemies of MD. A simple billed hat or
visor will reduce glare and allow one to utilize his
vision to the max. Outside, a billed hat and proper
sunglasses are necessary, for the sun can deprive
one of more vision if exposed to it too often and
too long a time without protection.
Contrast is important. The person with MD loses
depth perception. A dark placemat with a white
plate allows the MD person to find the edge of
his/her plate. Doilies under items bring contrast.
Lighting under the top cabinet which shines
down on the counter top allows one to see what
they are doing better. Low vision catalogues offer
many useful and helpful items in them to make
life easier for those with low vision.
My vision loss over the last 61 years is likened to
a plateau. For some years my vision has remained
constant, thus the plateau. Then suddenly I will
notice what I did or saw last week, I can no longer
do or see this week. This is how I know I have
lost vision, by comparison. Then sets in an entire
readjustment of who this new person, me, is and
how to function on this new plateau. What I can
“now” do. There has been plateau after plateau in
my life.
Now that my vision is so poor, I cannot see the
world around me. I have taught my family and
friends that when I ask where we are, as we drive
along in the car, I need the information given to
me quickly. When I do not know where I am, it
feels like I, both physically and spiritually, am

floating out in space. It is a most horrible and
frightening experience. If left alone too long, I can
get anxious, nervous, and panicky. Therefore, I ask
the one driving the vehicle where we are. When
the answer is given, I am instantly back on firm
ground, or grounded as some call it. My body and
mind are at peace and my spirit at rest.
I would be amiss if I did not mention there are
blessings too. I cannot see the trash along the side
of the road or stubble in a field. I do not see faces,
so my friends never grow old and neither do I. I
see no deformities. To me, everyone is beautiful.
The world is beautiful! Therefore, I can rejoice in
God’s marvelous, perfect, and lovely creation. I
have also learned to see with my “spiritual eyes.”
Yes, I’m often allowed to see within the heart of
a person and thus bring ministry to their needs.
I’ve had to forfeit one sense to receive another.
Sometimes in just listening, I learn far more than
those who are always looking. The one who is
only looking misses so many sounds that clue one
into the needs of others.
Sometimes I will feel my spirit spiraling downward
with discouragement and fear of future vision
loss. That is when my prayers increase. Yes, I get
down on my knees and petition the Lord for His
help in adjusting to the new me. When I go to
Him in concentrated, sincere prayer, He is ever
there to answer and give comfort and counsel. I
find in those times, my readjustment time is much
quicker than if I am slow to turn to my Jesus for
help. He has said He is there for us in our every
time of need.
They say the eyes are the pathway to one’s soul.
With God’s guiding hand, I have learned to
use other pathways. One is “listening,” and it
is something one must learn to do. I have also
been taught by the Spirit how to perceive, or as
I call it, put out my “spiritual feelers,” to gather
information around me. With these two indicators,
listening and using my spirit to reach outward,
my life has become more Christ-centered, more
at peace, and I feel more in oneness with my
Heavenly Father.

Would I change my life? I would probably like to
change some things. But I would not want to lose
the spiritual blessings that come from introspect
and reaching out to lift another. I would not
want to lose the blessings received from simply
“listening.” In listening, sometimes one can hear
the still small voice of God with His message, “I’ll
never forsake you, my child, nor leave you alone.”
His promises are sure, for He never has, in all my
life, forsaken me or left me alone. It is He that
has given me the courage to go on, to face life’s
changes. He ever holds before me the promise that
when I leave this world, in that moment, I shall
SEE PERFECTLY. What greater blessing could I
desire, than to see, with my new eyes, my Jesus?
Hallelujah!

Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
Officers and Councils for 2017-2018
CRE Officers
Chair:
William “Vim” Horn
Secretary: David Joyce
Treasurer: Ray Lane
Historian: Danny Hight

Corporate Officers
President: William “Vim” Horn
Secretary: David Joyce
Treasurer: Ray Lane

Aaronic Council:
Aaron Dillion, Ray Dillion, James Friend, Lonnie Griffin,
Stephen Henson, Ken Prater, Aaron Saylor, Tim Saylor,
Wilbur Wilson
Coordinating Council:
Jack Hagensen, Brian Mundy, John Mundy, Richard Neill,
Don Norman, Howard Parker, Garry Piatt
Education Council:
Synthia DeBarthe, Brenda Eggert, Tracy Levengood,
Lonnie Wilson
Evangelism Council:
Dale Bainter, Leo Carroll, Russell Reid, Lyle Smith
Representatives from: ARM; GEM; LAMB and SEAAM
Publication Council:
Paul Gage, Jackie Frinsthal, Rebecca Griffin,
Jason Hamilton, Janet Huntsucker, Pam Neidboldt,
Jacob Roberts, Christy Schrunk
Stewardship Council:
Dale Carrick, Vaughn Cornish, Terry Griffin, Elzy Lasley,
Tom Rindels
Women’s Council:
Suzanne Bendorf, Nicole Capps, Angie Goff, Deana Griffin,
Mary Prater, Jennifer Rafferty, Monica Rush
Youth Council:
Stephen Henson, Todd Henson
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Young Church People’s
E-Mail Pen Pal Project
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

A

new project is underway with some exciting
results and possibilities. The Holy Spirit
presented a thought to a person about starting a
“Young Church People’s E-Mail Pen Pal Project.”
Several names came to mind, and those young
people were contacted to see if they had any interest
in this project. The response was, “YES,” and a
number of young people have submitted their
names and email addresses to be shared with other
young church people around the world.
At this point, young
people involved include
T.J. from Iowa; Megan,
Alicia, and Michael
from Ontario, Canada;
Jeremiah from Ohio;
Abigail and Skyler from
West Virginia; Gary
from Michigan; and
Melissa and Michael from Oregon. Several have
shared testimonies of their interactions and how
they are developing friendships.
There are no guidelines or restrictions. Anyone
interested, preferably between the ages of 12-25, are
welcome to participate. If you are interested, send me
your name, email address, some information about
yourself, your family, and activity in the church. I
will add your name to the list and periodically send
out a new list to all participants. The following is a
testimony from Melissa and Michael in Oregon:
“Michael and I have felt extremely blessed in the
opportunity to partake in the pen pal project for the
past few months. It has been strengthening to our
faith as we get to know youth in other states, as well
as in other countries, who believe the same things we
do. We are thankful for the bonds we have already
formed and look forward to new ones in the future.
God continues to bless us as we work together to be
one in Him.”
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The 2017 Navajo Reunion
By Elder David Teeple
Buckeye, Arizona

with the Navajo Saints was held
O urJulyreunion
12–16. We were joined in Pinon, Arizona,
by Mark Clement, Tom Carlson, Jim Jones, Pete
Hughes, Jim and Alicia Negaard, and Eugene and
Mary Jane Story, all from Missouri, and Awilda
Thomas and Barb Teeple joined us from Phoenix,
Arizona.

We enjoyed a wonderful Spirit. The Saints were very
responsive, and each day the numbers increased.
We began each day with a prayer service, and there
were many wonderful prayers and testimonies
offered. The service was followed by a study class
focusing on our theme “Drink the Living Water.”
Campfires each evening were fun, and we all
enjoyed the songs and the testimonies. Wonderful
things happened, and we rejoice that God provided
blessings even beyond our expectations. Special
thanks to Mae Ayze for her help getting things
together.
Each day the children made crafts and played
games that helped them to understand their part
in “Drinking the Living Water.” They enjoyed their
time together.
There were several administrations on Sunday,
along with the blessing of two children. Some of
us will be returning in a couple months to meet
with the Saints again. There is a young couple that
want to get married and be baptized. Please keep
the Navajo Saints in your prayers.

Restoration Branch Family
Reunion 2017 Senior
High Class
By Janellen Cappo
Independence, Missouri
is nothing that can keep you “on your
T here
toes” more than teaching eight beautiful and
spunky Navajo senior high girls. Their spark
and enthusiasm was contagious!

Their zest for life really showed through on
the first day of class when I presented the
curriculum “It’s Not About You” by Max
Lucado, as well as the Christian movie “God’s
Not Dead.” The student desks in the classroom
weren’t conducive for everyone to view the
movie playing on my laptop computer. So,
very spontaneously, they decided to turn the
classroom into a movie theatre by relocating an
old couch and several comfortable chairs into
the classroom. An hour later, when the laptop
didn’t generate enough sound, we carried all the
furniture down to the Sorensen Room, where
we then decided to hook up the “surround
sound.” Through the ingenious thinking of our
young ladies, our classroom became a firstrate movie theatre, complete with
buttered popcorn. They now held
an investment in the class which
helped as we began our spiritual
journey through media and
modern-day topics that held their
attention.

The Christian witness tells others what they
know about Jesus Christ and what it means to
personally trust Him with their life.
As a witness for Christ, our life is a key part of
our witness. We are a new creation; the way our
faith shows itself in our conduct is the greatest
testimony we have (Matthew 5:16). This means
our habits and lifestyle should reflect a life given
over to Jesus Christ. It does not mean that you
must be perfect before you can be a witness. We
all stumble from time to time as we are learning
to walk; but as you grow grace to grace, God is
willing to forgive your sins and put you back on
your feet again.
“That you might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing….” Colossians 1:10
“For you were sometimes darkness, but now are
you light in the Lord: walk as children of light.”
Ephesians 5:8
“See then that you walk circumspectly [carefully],
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16
One of the girls simply stated, “We need to
plug into God when life depletes us. He is our
recharge. God wants to recharge us when we’re
out of juice.” Amen! WOW!

Thought-provoking messages and
relationships within the Christian
movie we watched were key to
discussing a “real-life,” thoughtprovoking
question:
“Why
Stand Up For Jesus?” A witness
in a courtroom tells what they
know about a given situation.
Tidings of Zion 21

Great Lakes Region Zion’s
Youth Camp Report
By Elder Shaun Turner
White Lake, Michigan

Great Lakes Region Jr. High and Sr. High
T he“Zion’s
Youth Camp” was held July 9-15,

2017, at the Woodlands Campground in Hale,
Michigan. The Lord attended us in abundance as
we considered the theme “A Choice Land.” What
a Spirit-filled week!
I had a concern leading up to the camp regarding
the low attendance, which my wife Michelle and
I made a matter of prayer. The Lord reassured us
that He would take care of it and all we had to
do is place our concerns in His hands. You can
be assured that He delivered in ways we never
imagined.
As with all camps, we had daily classes, worship,
fellowship, recreation, and great food. The Lord
provided us with all the ingredients needed to
create an environment for the Holy Spirit to
work among the campers and staff. Elder Brian
Mundy from Independence, Missouri, was able
to come and provide a great ministry. Whether
it was in the classroom, on a zip line, or pushing
the campers on the swing, he came to serve and
fellowship with the children of God.
We had to reschedule our float trip from
Wednesday to Tuesday, due to weather. The
campers had a great time lounging on the
“Deluxe Tubes,” floating down the Rifle River.
It was a nice diversion for them and provided
an opportunity to develop some camaraderie
outside the structure of a church camp. The
night following the trip we had a very spiritual
campfire.
The Weather Service was forecasting some bad
thunder storms for most of the week. Several of us
made it a matter of prayer so that the camp would
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not be spoiled and so that the youth would have
a personal testimony of God’s hand in our lives.
Elder Doug Daggett works for Consumer Power,
and he and his wife Susie monitor the weather,
due to the nature of his job. On Wednesday, there
was a large storm cell headed directly toward
camp. Susie was keeping a close eye on it in case
we needed to take cover. Low and behold, as the
storm clouds gathered near the camp, they broke
up, went around, and gathered back together on
the east-northeast side of the camp. You could
see this happening both on the satellite imagery
on Susie’s phone and in the sky. It completely
missed us. The campers and staff were totally
amazed!
After the Lord’s miracle, the campers began
to pray together without being led to do so. I
watched them swim on Thursday. While they
were in the pond, it began to sprinkle. All of
the campers joined together and prayed. The
sprinkling stopped, and they enjoyed the rest of
their swim time without any rain. I told them it
was time to come in and prepare for class, and it
started to rain as soon as we were inside. God is
great!
It absolutely amazes me how much the Lord
poured out His Spirit on the campers and staff.
Michelle and I have been directing this camp
since 2015, and each year has been more spiritual
than the previous year. We look forward to seeing
what He has planned for us throughout the
next year. I can only imagine! I anticipate that
we are all going to need our spiritual seatbelts
(scriptures) with the Master in the driver’s seat.

Erie Beach,
Ontario, Canada
Children’s Camp
By Jacob Roberts
Independence, Missouri

I

had the privilege of attending the Erie Beach
Youth Camp again, along with Leo and
Clareen Carroll. The director of the camp was
Betty Lou Newman. Her time and dedication
was greatly appreciated in making the week a
success. We had thirteen staff, eight counselorsin-training (CITs), and five campers. I encourage
parents to consider sending their children to this
camp for a great opportunity and rewarding
experience.

Grace, Sarah E, Bryan, Brandi, Emma D., Anna,
Caleb.
What did I learn and how was I changed by
my experience at Erie Beach? I learned and was
convicted that God truly loves me and each
one of us, that my ministry needs to be even
greater, I need to magnify my calling, it is ok to
be vulnerable, I truly need to make changes and
eliminate distractions/ hindrances/ stumbling
blocks/ excuses from my life, I need to stop
being idle and procrastinating, and I need to
come up to Higher Ground.

I was blessed in renewing relationships made
last year and making new ones this year. Even
though we had some hurdles in the beginning
of the week, we were blessed with a week of
good fellowship, fun activities (which included
swimming in Lake Erie), classes, and learning to
work together. We had testimonies of answered
prayers and being led by the Holy Spirit.
Our Camp Pastor was Jason Howard from
Independence, Missouri. His testimonies,
experiences, and leadership was of great
benefit to the spirit of the camp. Everyone
appreciated his ministry. He even had the
extra duties of cooking meals and helping with
the woodworking project because of some
unfortunate circumstances of people not being
able to be at the camp. God provided and was
in control.
Thank you to the following who made the week
an awesome week: Jason, Nancy, Fred, Betty,
Bill, Clareen, Leo, Judith, Joel, Sarah, Sherri,
Sharon. Also to each of the following CITs
and campers, thank you for enriching my life:
Gordon, Megan, Derek, Trinity, Ellie, Emma E.,

Anna Vlasic

Fred Brown Sr.

Emma Eliason, Gordon Vlasic
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Report from Africa

Forgiveness For My
Battle Scars

By Doug Smith
Odessa, Missouri

By Todd Lavigne
Stoney Creek Ontario, Canada

O

to being two years and three months
I confess
new to Christ. I am 37 years old and was

n June 22-25, the Saints in Tanzania gathered
together for a retreat in Mwanza, Tanzania.
Thirty were expected to come, but we ended up
with over 70 that the Lord brought together. That
stretched the resources and our planning, but as
always, the Lord provided all that was needed,
including places to sleep! Ministry was provided
by Doug Smith and others from the United States,
and Mishael Onyiego, Pam Odida, and Trufina
Okeche from Kenya. The local priesthood lead the
retreat with classes and worship, and the Spirit was
manifested throughout the weekend, as we grew
together in knowledge and fellowship.
The theme of the retreat was from John 17:3- “This is
life Eternal, that we know God and Christ,” (adapted
from the scripture) and the theme was certainly
shown in the lives of those who attended, as 12
people decided to make their covenant in baptism.
Eleven of them were from a new place in Mwanza,
and one was from the town of Bunda.
The second Sunday after the retreat, I received a text
from Paul Makawiti, the Elder at Mwanza. He said
that a great blessing had taken place. The church
in Mwanza had always consisted of about two
families, and they either met in a home or a school
room. But with the new members, they decided they
needed a place to meet, so all of the members, old
and new, young and old, worked together and built
a church building! It is a temporary structure, but it
was the first church building in Mwanza, and was
an amazing blessing to the church.
God is so good, and his kingdom continues to go
forward in Tanzania.

Attendees of the retreat in Mwanza, June 22-25, 2017
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baptized just over two years ago. I lived a
worldly life and partook of it. I drank, smoked,
and got multiple tattoos. Seven years ago when
I married my wife, we put the bottle down
together and never looked back. Five years
ago we quit smoking and, again, only looked
forward.
As time passed on, our daughter pushed “The
God” subject on us; so as parents, we took
her advice and went with it. Leading up to
my baptism with our two oldest children, I
had many questions about forgiveness, and I
learned that repentance was very important.
I asked God to forgive me for the things I had
done to others and to myself.
Not long ago, I had gone to Elder Shaun Turner
and asked him about my tattoos. How would
I know that God has forgiven me for defiling
my body? My family and I went to The Great
Lakes Reunion in Vassar, Michigan, for our
first time July 24-30, 2017. While there, Shaun
and I rehashed the conversation we had about
the Lord’s forgiveness, and he had told me,
“These tattoos are your worldly battle scars.”
As we spoke, he reassured me that God loves
me, and yes, He forgives me. While at reunion,
I was sitting in class with my wife, and she had
to step out to get our younger children from
their classes before lunch. I told her I wanted to
hear the end of the class. After she left, and the
final prayer was underway, I bowed my head
and caught myself looking at the tattoos on my
arms. I prayed that I would get confirmation
about my forgiveness. As I sat there in prayer,
looking at my arms, the tattoos seemed to come

off them, and I felt the presence of God letting
me know that He loves me.
Before going to reunion, I was nervous about
what people would think of me and my tattoos.
Now I have this testimony to share, and I
know He forgives me. Thank you, Shaun, for
helping me understand how to listen. Even
more so, thank you, Heavenly Father, for your
forgiveness.

Blessings of God in Egypt
By William Settles
Aurora, Illinois

my Patriarchal Blessing, I was told that
I n“The
Master has spared your life in certain

times and hours when the Destroyer would
have taken you...” I have traveled to Egypt four
times and would like to share two experiences
when the Master spared my life.
One was when my wife and two children were
with me. We were in the Cairo, Egypt, area and
were going by boat to the Elephantine Island to
spend the day in the gardens and museum. A
while after arriving, a guide came to tell us to
follow him as a sand storm had been seen and
everyone was to go to the museum basement.
We stayed for an hour or so for the storm to pass
and then returned to our activities.
The next day we left on time, and for a while
all seemed to be going well, until I noticed that
it felt like we were turning around. When I
inquired about the situation, I was told that we
would have to stay in Aswan for maybe a day

or two. The boat ahead of us had been hit by the
sand storm and had been flipped up-side down.
The river channel was blocked, and so we had
to return to Aswan.
Early the next morning, we left for the second
time and soon neared the over-turned boat. As
we crept slowly around it, we realized it could
have been us if the storm had been one day later.
“Thanks to the Lord,” we prayed over and over
in our cabin.
A few days later, we had gone ashore to see
some of the major sites along the Nile River. The
boat could not wait for us but had to continue
up the river to dock and wait for the passengers.
We were told there would be a taxi waiting
for each family, but we were surprised to find
that the “taxi” was a horse-drawn carriage.
As we traveled along, I noticed a truck was
approaching us very quickly from the east, as
we were traveling north. I did not give it much
thought at first, but neither our driver or the
truck driver slowed down. As it appeared we
would hit each other, I yelled for my family to
hold on to the carriage, and I threw myself over
them as best I could. We felt the impact, and the
carriage came to an immediate stop. The horse
had taken the brunt of the hit and was lying on
the ground as if dead.
I checked to see if my family was ok, and we got
out of the carriage. There was little we could do,
so we set out walking along the river, knowing
our boat should not be too far away. We saw the
boat as we went over the next hill and were very
glad to hurry along and get on board. Again, it
was another night of saying many praises to
our Heavenly Father, for if the truck had hit the
carriage instead of the horse, some or all of us
might have been killed or injured. Again, the
words of my Patriarchal Blessing came to me.
Thank you, Lord!
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A Broken Ankle

around the house by hopping with the aid of
the walker.

By Laurelle Redford
Independence, Missouri

On February 5, I had problems again and
couldn’t breathe. I was sent to Menorah Medical
Center, but they sent me back home on the
same day. The next day, Wednesday, February
6, again I couldn’t breathe. An ambulance was
summoned, but before we got to Menorah, I was
in such respiratory distress that it was obvious
I wouldn’t make it to Menorah. Instead, we got
as far as St. Joseph Hospital on State Line Rd.
On Friday, I had an echocardiogram showing a
very weak cardiac wall with cardiomyopathy.
Dr. Lundgren described it as Takotsubo
cardiomyopathy, or sudden weakening of the
heart. They then put me on heart medicine.

November 21, 2012, the day before
O nThanksgiving,
thankfully I fell and broke

my ankle. That was on a Wednesday. An
ambulance was called, and they took me to the
hospital. However, I didn’t remember much of
what was going on because I was sicker than
I realized. At the time of the ankle fracture, I
also had a blood infection, bladder infection,
kidney failure, and pneumonia. Because of the
infection, they could not operate on the ankle
until the following Sunday morning. Before
going to the hospital with the fracture, I hadn’t
realized I was so sick. The broken ankle forced
me to the emergency room where the gravity
of my situation was discovered. Thanks to the
broken ankle, I didn’t die Wednesday night.
On Thursday afternoon, Maurice Bryant and
Jacob Scherer came and administered to me.
Miraculously, everything cleared up—yes,
cleared up. Only because of administration and
the prayers of the people did I survive.
Friday, the doctor told me he hadn’t thought I’d
make it through the first night. Then suddenly, he
said, by the next night I had made a 180-degree
turnaround. He said he was quite surprised. I
told him it was because of the prayers of my
church family and administration by the elders
of my church.
From Overland Park Medical Center, I went
to Menorah Medical Center for rehab. I was
admitted there for 15 days, and I was then able
to return home. Because I couldn’t walk on my
right foot until January 24th, I was confined
to a wheel chair and walker. I could navigate
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I came home on February 15, but on March 2, I
was too weak to walk. This time, my husband
Charles took me to the emergency room. I was
found to be severely dehydrated. Finally, I was
able to come home on March 4. During all this
time, I was truly blessed by the Lord. On March
14, another echocardiogram showed my heart
to be normal. I know for a certainty that had I
not broken my ankle, I would have been taken
that Wednesday night. Firstly, I am thankful
to the Lord. But also I want to thank each one
personally for their kind prayers.
Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.
Doctrine and Covenants 59:2d
And they did admonish their brethren; and they
were also admonished, every one, by the word of
God, according to his sins, or to the sins which he
had committed; being commanded of God to pray
without ceasing, and to give thanks in all things.
Mosiah 11:149
Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with
man. To bring back his soul from the pit, to be
enlightened with the light of the living.
Job 33:29-30

A Testimony

The next morning, God took her home. It broke
me apart because I saw her very last breath.

By Anadhel Nagal
Luzon the Philippines

After many months of longing, I saw her in her
chair. She was wearing her favorite green dress
and looking dearly at her great-grandchildren
playing on the tiled floor. I called to her, and
she looked at me and smiled. She simply waved
her hand and slowly disappeared. Suddenly,
someone was shaking me. I saw my husband
beside me, and he hugged me as I was trembling
and crying. I felt that pain again, but this time,
I was thanking God that HE finally heard my
prayer. He let me see and feel my loving Grandma
in my DREAM for the very first time. Dreams do
come true, for I have faith in God (Acts 27:25).

exactly do dreams come true? Is it in
W hen
achieving goals, a relationship status, in
material things, or surpassing hardships?

Months ago, the 98-year-old matriarch of our
family was sent to the hospital because of a
condition. Her children and other relatives
decided to take her home because her body was
not responding to the medication. Instead, they
wanted her last days to be together with the
family.
But my heart was asking, “WHY? Why did they
give up on her so easily?” She was strong, I knew
in my heart that she could make it, just like before
when she was sick. But I had no strength to speak
out. I was just one of her 38 grandchildren. I keep
asking myself, “WHY?” and I doubted HIM.
The truth is, sometimes I forgot to pray and ask
for a help. My mind was too occupied with what
would happen the next day. Someone told me
to pray and don’t lose faith. I just nodded, but I
lied. In my mind, I was thinking, “What for?” I
knew my faith was being tested during this time.
One night as I was at her side, I gently whispered
in her ear that I was letting her go, that I wanted
her rest in the arms of God. I told her I would be
okay. She nodded and tears fell from her closed,
tired eyes. At that time, I was enlightened to
know that everything happens for a reason. For a
thought came to me that said, “Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God has prepared for
them who love Him,” (1 Corinthians 2:9). It is all
part of God’s plan to learn to trust Him again. My
WHY’s were answered: the family didn’t want
her to suffer—she was too old to suffer this pain.

It is very hard for me to write and construct this.
I am very emotional remembering the one who
nurtured me and treated me as her child since I
was two months old, after my mom died. She’s
more than a mother to me. Tears flow every
time I remember her, but as it said, “And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall be any more pain for
the former things are passed away,” (Revelation
21:4).

A Mixed-Up Blessing
By Lou Waite
Woodbine, Iowa

December 1, 2016, while at work, I
O nreceived
a telephone call wherein the
caller gently informed me that my daughter
Lana’s husband, Robert Schreiber, had passed
away. I was shocked because I had seen Bob
recently, and although he suffered from painful
rheumatoid arthritis, otherwise, as far as I knew,
he was all right.
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The caller was a Lutheran minister who was
with Lana at the Denison [Iowa] hospital. I told
him I would come as soon as possible, but he
said Lana wanted to go home. He would follow
her and stay with her until I got there. I assumed
he was the pastor of the church she attended,
and I was grateful to know he would be with
her.
When I arrived at Lana’s house, the pastor met
me at the door. He introduced himself, and I
thanked him for his kindness; but my immediate
concern was for my daughter, who was totally
devastated and emotionally distraught. The
man remained several hours, talking to Lana
and me. I did not question his staying. This was
what her minster should do. I was impressed
by his gentle way of comforting her, praying
for her, and quoting scriptures of hope and
encouragement.
During our conversation, I learned that Lana
heard Bob cry out loudly in another room and
then heard him fall to the floor. She ran to him,
and he told her he had a “terrible” pain in his
chest and then became unconscious. She called
the rescue unit, which came quickly and took
him to the hospital, and she followed in her
car. He was given emergency treatment, while
Lana waited in extreme anxiety and fear. A
hospital attendant asked Lana if she wanted her
pastor to be with her, and she said yes. Soon a
nurse came to tell Lana that Bob was in critical
condition but was conscious at the moment, and
she should come speak to him, for time was of
the essence. They were able to converse briefly
and tell each other of their love. This was their
final conversation.
The pastor who had been contacted had arrived,
but I am not certain when. Lana told me later,
“I had never seen the man before! But he was
so kind and compassionate I didn’t care who he
was.” I do know he was with her when Bob
died, because she said, “I was so glad he [the
pastor she did not know] was there when they
told me Bob was gone.”
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After the good Samaritan had departed from
Lana’s home, her own pastor arrived, having
just heard of her loss. I had met him once before
but didn’t realize until then that the man who
had just departed was a different person. All of
that, however, was not my priority to ponder at
the time, just my daughter’s stress and also my
own grief, for I loved Bob very much.
A few days later, Lana told me what had
happened. First that Bob had died from a tear
in his aorta, and nothing could have saved him.
Then she told me “the rest of the story” about
the mix up in pastors. The hospital staff member
had simply called the wrong man, but we could
see how it happened.
The two men shared a name. It was Lana’s
pastor’s first name, and he was called “Pastor
(first name)” by his flock. Lana realized she had
probably called him that at the hospital. It was
the last name of the pastor who came without
questioning why he was called. He was pastor
of a Lutheran church in a nearby town and was
familiar to the hospital staff. He did not know
Lana, but he knew she needed him, and that
was enough. He was true to his calling. We will
never forget him for that.
Of course, Lana’s pastor was of great help to her
and her family, as were the people of the tiny
town of Ricketts [Iowa]. I was truly amazed at
their kindness and concern. Most had known,
respected, and loved Bob all of his life, and they
were obviously very fond of my daughter. Some
of my friends attended, as did church family
members who did not even know Lana, God
bless them.
Time has passed, and Lana is learning to cope
with her grief and loss. I cannot reveal the
names of those two men of God, because I do
not have their permission to do so. But I can say
without hesitation that Lana and I truly believe
the Lord sent an “angel of mercy” in his own
precise timing. That is a comfort to me and to
my daughter as well.

Calendar of Events Fall 2017
SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2017
			

CRE PRIESTHOOD RETREAT AT KIRTLAND, OHIO
Contact CRE office or website. Information in each Tidings.

SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2017
			

RESTORATION SCHOOL at Little Sioux Reunion Grounds
Little Sioux, Iowa. Contact Mark McCormick at 402-639-2952.

SEPTEMBER 23-24, 2017
			
			

CRE WOMEN’S COUNCIL FALL RETREAT
Odessa Hills Campgrounds. Contact Deana Griffin at 816-254-2806
The Women’s Council functions to serve the women of the church.

CENTRAL MISSOURI RETREATS at Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
All retreats start at 7:00 pm on Friday and conclude at 1:00 pm on Sunday.
Except Junior Retreat which will start at 9:00 am Saturday and conclude at 1:00 pm Sunday.
		
		
		
		
		

OCTOBER			
06-08, 2017		
SENIOR HIGH
OCTOBER 		
14-15, 2017		
JUNIOR
OCTOBER 			
20-22, 2017		
JUNIOR HIGH
OCTOBER 			
27-29, 2017		
YOUNG MARRIEDS
NOVEMBER			10-12, 2017		OLDER YOUTH

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
The U.S. Constitution was approved in 1787.
Constitution Day is observed on September 17.
The Constitution is mentioned in
Doctrine & Covenants in Section 95:2 and 98:10

Presider at
Youth Service:
Andrew King

COMMITMENT
There is a town in Walton County, Georgia, named
Between. If people ask you where you live, you say, “I
live in Between.” It’s only a little place, but millions of
people, as well as Christians, live in “between.”
They are not ready to abandon Christ for the world,
nor are they ready to abandon the world for Christ.
They want to live where no one, spiritually speaking,
can really live...........in between.
“I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot; I
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot I will spew thee
out of my mouth.” Revelation 3:15,16

Youth Service at Waldo Avenue RB on Sunday, August 6, 2017

Tidings of Zion 29

God’s Spirit Is Moving

All Over The World: “Go Ye Therefore And Teach”
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Mission trips are planned to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Kenya
and Nigeria in 2017. There will be a Pan-African priesthood retreat in July/August and a youth retreat
in August. The final work on the Book of Mormon translation is going forward. In Nigeria, there will
also be a youth retreat, a women’s retreat, and a missionary trip in the fall of 2017.
Greater European Ministries (GEM)
GEM is planning a mission to Germany and possibly also, England, in the fall of 2017. Elder Brian
Mundy is learning the German language to be better able to provide ministry there.
Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)
Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister. Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife,
Tina, provide ministry in Mexico. They were also able to attend the reunion/conference in Independence,
Missouri, June 25-30, 2017.
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
AUSTRALIA: Plans are underway for a mission trip to Australia in early 2018.
NEPAL: Elders Doug Smith, Odessa, Missouri; Lyle Smith, Grain Valley, Missouri; and Brian Herren,
Salem, Oregon are traveling to Nepal in the fall of 2017.
PHILIPPINES: A mission is being planned for the Mindanao region this fall. Elder Murray Broughton
and wife, Delma, from Australia will be making another trip to Luzon later in 2017.
Thank you to the South East Asia and Australian Ministries Board (SEAAM) of the Conference of
Restoration Elders (CRE) and many others for your time and effort for sending books and materials
to Luzon. I cannot thank you enough. Only God knows your generosity and kindness to the less
fortunate! Elder Murray Broughton, Euroa, Victoria, Australia.
Tuition assistance programs are available in Nepal and the Philippines for eligible church youth who
desire to continue their education. Saints may contribute to these programs as listed below.
All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in
the world. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line designate where you want your
donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the councils, the CRE General
Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported these efforts. God
bless you.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue
depending on how many copies are printed, sent,
and the postal rates. The Tidings of Zion currently
goes into 4400 homes around the world, including
48 states of the USA as well as Australia, Canada,
England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.” Mailing information is inside the front cover.

Stewardship is the response of my people to the
ministry of my Son, and is required alike of all those
who seek to build the kingdom. D&C 147:5 a.

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES
Oak Grove RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html

Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

CD’S, DVD’S

Many branches record services and will send copies
to those who so desire. One is Oakwood RB in
Michigan. Contact Dennis Smith at 248-961-6487.

READER’S COMMENTS
We receive the Tidings of Zion and especially
enjoyed the April-My-June issue.
Norman and Catherine Melling
Brisbane, QLD, Australia

I would like to thank you for your response to the financial needs that were mentioned in the last Tidings.
Remember just as you have monthly obligations to meet for your home the CRE also has monthly
obligations to meet.
- Ray Lane, Treasurer, CRE
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