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The Prince
of Peace
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

we move on through 2018 to the end, we
Asconsider
the life of our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ. The birth of Jesus was foretold by
the prophet Isaiah around 600-700 years before
Christ was born.
In Isaiah 9:6, we find these words: “For unto us
a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.” This indicates that Jesus is the only true
source of real peace, whether it be among nations,
peoples, kindreds, families, or individuals. As a
sign once read: “Know Jesus, Know Peace. No
Jesus, No Peace.” It is really that simple, but we
want to make it difficult because we want to do
things our way.
In Matthew 5:11, as Jesus was preaching the
Sermon on the Mount, He said, “Blessed are
all the peacemakers; for they shall be called the
children of God.” So, what is a “peacemaker”?
The 1828 Merriam-Webster dictionary defines a
peacemaker as “one who makes peace especially
by reconciling parties at variance.” This goes
far beyond just breaking up a fight or signing
a peace treaty. There must be reconciliation to
bring about a lasting peace.

Problems arise across the world, in each nation,
the Church, and our families. It is amazing how
many conflicts there are in our families and the
Church, and many of these stem from things that
happened or did not happen many years ago.
As a people, we seem to prefer carrying grudges
or posting our problems on email, Facebook, and
all the other forms of social media rather than
going to The Prince of Peace and resolving our
problems and moving on to the Kingdom. The
Scriptures are so plain about this issue. Doctrine
and Covenants 42:23, “And if thy brother or
sister offend thee, thou shalt take him or her
between him or her and thee alone;...” That is
step one. Jesus says in Matthew 5:25-26, “...and
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught
against thee...go thy way unto thy brother, and
first be reconciled...”
We cannot be called children of God when we are
at “war” with each other individually, in families,
and even branches. Every one of us MUST be a
peacemaker if we want to be in Zion. Genesis
7:23, “…they were all of one heart and one
mind, and dwelt in righteousness...” Zion waits
upon us to set our spiritual lives in order. Zionic
conditions are no closer nor any further away
than ___________________ (you fill in the blank.)
Jesus came to save us from our sins, but He
cannot save us in our sins. Our standard is not
one another; our standard is JESUS CHRIST!
Merry Christmas!

So, what is reconciliation? Again, from the
same dictionary, reconciliation is changing the
relationship between God and man and/or person and
person.” It is not that we won’t have problems,
but will we follow God’s counsel for resolving
those problems when they manifest themselves?
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A Book of Mormon Reading
Challenge to the Saints
By Elder Benji Pedersen
Independence, Missouri

truth and allows us to know truth when we hear
or read it.
Now, more than ever, the Restoration needs to
find ways to come together.
Can we try a challenge together?
Are you willing to participate in a reading
challenge of the Book of Mormon?

there anything that all of the Restoration
I sgospel
peoples can agree on? If there is, one

thing is probably the validity and powerful truth
of the Book of Mormon. The early missionaries
led with the Book of Mormon because it contains
words that speak to our soul—words that were
written specifically to us as Saints and for this
very monumental time in history.
Wouldn’t it be pretty powerful if we decided to
read the Book of Mormon together?
Many in our membership have never read the
entire Book of Mormon. Some haven’t read it in
years. This is a great way for us to come together
to gain a testimony of the truthfulness of this
book and to remember the powerful messages
contained in these beautiful words of eternity.
Moroni 10:1-7 tells us to ask God to know the
truthfulness of all things and He will confirm
their truthfulness by the POWER of the Holy
Ghost. We live in a world full of darkness and
distractions. Holding onto the Iron Rod, or Word
of God, is so very critical and could save us
from pits of darkness and destruction. Reading
the Book of Mormon speaks truth to our soul,
allowing us to recognize God’s words when we
read them because we will recognize His voice.
The old adage says that the best way to know
counterfeit currency is to view real currency over
and over. Then, when we see the counterfeit, it
is recognized because it is just different enough
from the real ones. The same goes for reading
God’s word. As Alma 16 says, when we read the
good Word of God, it becomes delicious to us and
enlarges our soul. The good Spirit of the Book
of Mormon is the same Spirit that leads us into
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Are you willing to organize others to participate
as well?
Outreach Restoration Branch took on this
challenge at the start of 2018. We were accountable
to each other and came together often to discuss
our readings. We organized our Sunday school
classes to discuss what we read that week. We
involved the children by having them read
Between the Covers of the Book of Mormon by Verda
Bryant and rewarded their successful completion
of the challenge. We organized small groups that
met every other week. We started a Facebook
group for the reading challenge. We encouraged
each other to keep going. We prayed, testified,
and celebrated throughout the reading challenge.
The result was that we grew together and had
wonderful experiences together that strengthened
our faith. It helped our branch be more united as
a part of the Body of Christ.
The attached reading calendar starts the readings
on November 19th and goes to April 5th*. What
a great day to finish—the eve of the anniversary
of the restoration of Christ’s Church to the earth!
[*This Tidings will be reaching you past the start
date, so you might have to catch up or simply
start when you can and use this as a daily guide
for what to read, disregarding the dates.]
If you are unable or don’t have time to read, you
can visit www.outreachbranch.org for audio
readings of the Book of Mormon (click on the
“Book of Mormon Audio” button).
The chapters and verses on the calendars are from
the RLDS Book of Mormon text.
Please prayerfully consider taking up this
challenge.
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Women’s Retreat 2018
By Barbara Dutton
Independence, Missouri

Heals My Broken Heart, or as I would
T heputLord
it: Blessing Through Woundedness. Or
better yet, God heals our brokenness and binds
our wounds!

Two talks were presented at the 2018 Women’s
Retreat which dealt with deaths of spouses.
However, there were other types of brokenness
discussed during the retreat, such as the
woundedness of feeling unworthy, growing up
being told one is of no value, or never feeling
the love of God. Jean Robison shared in her talk
about her life’s journey and how blessed she has
been when she trusted in God as her source of
strength through the loss of her daughter and
husband, Skip. Rita Woolery reminded us that
perfection is worked by our trials. Both were
excellent examples of taking wounded spirits
and being healed through trust in God.
I went to the women’s retreat because I needed a
vacation—that is what I told the Lord—a break
from the challenges that have been mine the last
seven months. I had never been to the Odessa
Hills Campground and found it to be a beautiful
setting for long walks with other women and a
peaceful site to behold as the sun set and rose.
This brought a refreshing vacation aspect to the
retreat for me.
Another refreshing aspect of the retreat, for me,
was seeing all the young women step forward
and take their place as older women step down.
It is exhilarating to have that youthfulness
abounding and satisfying to know the women’s
ministries will continue. Pray for these young
women that, even with the responsibilities of
family, they will be encouraged to continue their
talents and service in this much-needed ministry.
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There were many opportunities to share
testimonies and develop common bonds of love
and life’s experiences with other women. In
our cabin, there were five of us, and we got to
know each other’s challenges in life and shared
worship and heart-to-heart communion.

Even though this is an easy season that I am
going through right now, I was able to reflect on
the ways God has walked with me though my
harder seasons of life. The best takeaway from
the weekend for me was the thoughts that Pastor
Chris Capps shared with us at the end:

Sunday morning we were reminded of three
points: God loves us, there will be trials ahead,
and God will be with us. My own experiences
have confirmed to me all three of these points.
God will take care of us.

1 – God Loves you.
2 – There will be trials.
3 – You are not alone because He will be with you.
I am so thankful I will never walk alone. God has
given us His love and direction, the Scriptures,
and a community of Saints to live among and
help us through those hard seasons. We are
blessed.

2018 Women’s Retreat
By Amy Jo Gillam
Independence, Missouri

I

was blessed to be able to go to the Fall
Women’s Council Retreat. There is something
about coming apart as ladies and growing with
each other—away from the busyness we call life.
All of us have seasons in our lives. Some are easy,
and some we would rather not walk through.
The classes, which were taught by Jean Robison
and Rita Woolery, were wonderful testimonies
about how they endured some of the trials they
have walked though.
There is an untrue saying out there that states,
“God will not give you more than you can
handle.” I say it is untrue because we tend to
add the words “on your own” to the end of that
phrase in our minds. God is going to give you
more than you can handle on your own…so that
you can learn to lean on him, trust him, and grow
in your walk with him.
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Kirtland Priesthood
Gathering on
September 22-23, 2018
By the Coordinating Council

2001, the Conference of Restoration
S ince
Elders has sponsored an annual trip to
Kirtland which includes two worship services
in the Kirtland Temple itself. The only year
since then that this trip was not taken was 2002.
In recent years, the invitation has been to both
the Melchisedec and Aaronic Priesthood. The
Kirtland Restoration Branch has been so gracious
to host these gatherings, and such was the case
this year.
The planning committee for this year’s
gathering was made up of Seventy Richard
Neill, Jay Havener (Oakwood, MI), David
Joyce (Morgantown, WV), and Howard Parker
(Atherton Branch). Brothers Jay and David
were able to add an important perspective from
outside the Center Place.
The theme this year was “Taught From On High.”
Doctrine and Covenants 43:4 states, “Again I say,
hearken ye elders of my church whom I have
appointed: ye are not sent forth to be taught, but
to teach the children of men the things which I
have put into your hands by the power of my
Spirit; and ye are to be taught from on high.
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Sanctify yourselves and ye shall be endowed
with power, that ye may give even as I have
spoken.”
The planning committee began discussion about
this event at the Elders Conference in June and
continued via emailing to put the weekend
together. Brother Jay Havener developed a
scriptural “40 days of preparation” for the
gathering. Many of the men shared how helpful
this was to prepare for the occasion. In addition,
the committee suggested two meals to fast from
food during the weekend. There were over 80
men in attendance, including a brother from
Nigeria. There were many men who came from
several different states and regions as well.
The weekend proved to be a great experience!
The men shared abundantly in prayer and
thought and testimony. We began Saturday with
the pastor of the Kirtland Branch, Jason Webster,
welcoming the men to the Kirtland Branch. Jason
then led us in an opening prayer service. This
service was followed by a Sacrament service, and
we felt a very closeness right from the beginning
of our worship together. The morning activities
were continued with a class by Brother Joyce on
the theme “Taught From On High.” The Kirtland
Branch was kind to provide us with a luncheon
so we could continue the rich fellowship and
share with friends and brothers, some of whom
we don’t see often enough.
After lunch, time was provided for the men to visit
the Kirtland historic sites. It doesn’t matter how

many times one goes to Kirtland, as you walk the
sacred land and spend time in the Temple itself,
you stand in awe of those faithful who have gone
on before and worshipped God in that very place.
The Kirtland Temple is the only building on the
face of the earth that all generations of the church
and all of the prophets of the latter-day have
had the opportunity to meet and worship. That
thought is ever in one’s mind when meditating
about why we come to this place and what our
hopes are for in the future as we connect once
again with our past. This is a compelling reason
to come back and visit this holy place.
In preparation for entering the Temple on
Saturday evening, we reassembled in the
Kirtland Branch for the class, “Preparing to Come
Before God.” Brother Havener led this class and
stimulated the men’s thinking to consider and
discuss how we can prepare to do this. The time
had come for us to assemble in the Temple.

dedication, in prayer, in song, and in testimony.
This closing service is always a significant
experience because in the presence of God, we
sense the responsibility to go back to our families,
our branches, and the world a different person
than when we came and to take the message of
Jesus Christ to a world that is in need.
We believe the Kingdom of God advanced from
this shared experience together. We go back to
this place because, just as the Temple was built in
Kirtland, God is building something in the living
temples of the priesthood for the Kingdom of God
to roll forth today. We invite all of the priesthood
to plan to gather together next September for this
wonderful and meaningful experience.

Groups are allowed two hours in the Temple. The
Temple staff gives us a little extra time if needed.
The Saturday night service was led by High
Priests Paul Gage and Steve Bohall. The focus
that night was on prayer. The priesthood took
the time to come humbly before the Lord, and
bow down and worship Him, just like thousands
before had done so in this place. This is always
a very powerful experience. Quietly, the men
left the lower court of the Temple, sensing the
presence of God.
Sunday morning the men gathered in reverence.
Many stood in silence, seeking God for the peace
and understanding we so desperately need in our
lives. In this Spirit, we entered into the Temple
for a service of reflection and dedication. The
planning committee presided over this service.
Brother Howard Parker brought the remarks for
the men to focus on. He challenged them to be
ready for that which is to come. The service was
open to sharing however the men desired—in
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Message in
Kirtland Temple,
September 23,
2018
Conference of Restoration
Elders Priesthood Retreat
By Seventy Richard Neill
Independence, Missouri
September 22, 2018, during the Sacrament
On service
in the Kirtland Branch, I felt the Holy

Spirit asking me to write. This I did, and this message
was written during the Sacrament service. The
following was shared the next day during the closing
service in the Kirtland Temple. The message was given
through Seventy Richard Neill and confirmed by Elder
David Joyce.
I, the Lord God, am pleased with you my servants
gathered in Kirtland and those faithful who could
not come here at this time.
I am pleased with the spirit in which you have
gathered—in prayer and Sacrament, and in study
and song.
You have been chosen for this day—a day when
my arm will stretch out upon the whole earth, to
fulfill my work and my glory—”to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.”
It is a day of choosing. I ask you to think about
what has taken place in your midst this weekend
and choose this day to follow me as never before.
The day will come when the day of choosing will
become the day of fulfilling my Word. You have
been told of this day, and this day will be a day
of my power. All that needs to be done will be
accomplished by my power.
You often forget that the Church of the Firstborn
is assembled in heaven in its complete form.
When the Church on earth is a mirror image
of my Church in heaven, Zion will roll forth.
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I will not be able to hold back my hand. As I
spoke to my servant Israel, I say to you again,
“My words shall not fail, neither will my promises, for
my foundation standeth sure.”
As it is written, so it shall be done.
I supposed the message to be complete, but I was
prompted to continue writing.
To my people of the Kirtland Branch,
I am pleased with your faithfulness. I have spoken
to you in times past, and so I speak to you now.
I, the Lord, am pleased with your diligence. You
have come through times of trial. You have come
through times of doubt. You are my people who
have kept this sacred place with a presence of the
Church.
I am pleased with your sacrifice. You have helped
make it possible for me to call my Priesthood from
around the world to this sacred place to receive
my Word, and hear my Voice. And because of this,
my Word has been sent into all the world.
Fear not, doubt not. I know what you face in your
life. I desire to bless you, and I will bless you.
Continue in this work, because there is much
more to come. You are my sons and daughters.
Know that I love you and I come for you. Amen.

Life Preserver
By Elder Bill Barrett
Independence, Missouri
Saturday, September 16, 2006, sitting in the
On sanctuary
of the Kirtland Restoration Branch,
I had the following experience:

Patriarch Mike Ballantyne was speaking on the Son,
The Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior. I was given to
see in my minds eye that I was on a fishing boat—
the kind where there is a cabin on the deck with a
walkway all around it, and a life preserver usually
hangs on the side of the cabin. I was standing
outside the cabin with my back against the wall,
and I was clutching the life preserver in my arms.
The sea was choppy, and the boat was rocking in
the waves.
Out in the water about twenty feet away and
somewhat to my right, I saw a man struggling to
keep his head above water. He was reaching a hand
to me and calling, “Please help me.” The more he
called, the tighter I held on to the life preserver. I
don’t know why. I guess it made me feel safe. But the
man kept crying for help, until he finally drowned.
I had great sorrow and remorse and anguish in my
soul, knowing that all I had to do was to toss the life
preserver to the man, and he would have been saved.
I knew that this was a warning to me. We have a
Savior, Jesus Christ, and He has restored His gospel
to us in these last days. I know I am guilty of
clutching this gospel so tightly to my breast that I am
not willing to toss it to those who are drowning in
the sea of despair—in the sea of wickedness within
the world around them. They struggle to keep their
heads above water, and they reach their hands out
for help in all the wrong places, but I refuse to toss
them some hope by sharing with them the saving
gospel I have been given. I hold on to it, thinking it
will keep me safe—thinking that I don’t want to be
pulled into the sea of despair.

can’t share it with anyone else. I pray that I may
be more valiant in my testimony that it may bring
honor and glory to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
When I shared this testimony with Brother
Ballantyne at the break, he said I needed to share
it with everyone. I shared it the following morning
with the other brethren in the Kirtland Temple
and at my branch on Wednesday night in Belton,
Missouri, and now I share it with you.

CPRS Retreat and Flag Raising
Odessa Hills Campground, Odessa Hills, MO
start of school each year, the high
P riorschoolto thestudents
from CPRS attend a retreat
at Odessa Hills Campground. Last year, the
2017-18 senior class purchased a new flag for
the campground. They also held a flag-raising
ceremony coinciding with the first day of school for
the 2018-19 school year.

Since this year’s theme at Center Place Restoration
School is “Creating Zionic Conditions,” the high
school students picked “Strength in Numbers” as
their retreat theme because we cannot obtain Zionic
conditions without everyone working together,
caring for one another, and having that love and
charity in our hearts. This is what the Lord requires
of each of us in order for Zion to be.
The morning of August 23rd at 8:30, surrounded
by CPRS high school students and staff, Jamison
Bass, Samuel McLean, and James Mitchell raised
the American flag as everyone sang “The Star
Spangled Banner,” followed by reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance. What a blessing to live in this land
of the free and home of the brave and to be able to
attend a wonderful Christian school like CPRS!

Jesus tells us in Luke 17:33, “Whosoever shall seek
to save his life, shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose
his life, shall preserve it.” I know I need to lose my
life in the service of my Lord and quit trying to hang
on to the gospel He has given me so tightly that I
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Reflections
Regarding
Righteousness
By Elder Vim Horn
Sibley, Missouri

R

ighteousness fundamentally means we are
right with God. There are two ways for us
to be right with God. One involves performing
righteous acts—keeping all His commandments.
This way hasn’t worked too well for me. How
about you?
In Romans 3:19-20, our condition in relation to
the law is clearly articulated. “Now we know that
what things soever the law saith, it saith to them
who are under the law; that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. For by the law is the knowledge
of sin; therefore by the deeds of the law shall
no flesh be justified in his sight.” These verses
clearly state that we cannot be righteous before
God by what we do. On the contrary, the verses
establish that knowing what God requires of us
only makes us more aware of where we fall short.
The other way to be right with God is to accept
His gift of righteousness. Romans 3:21-23 states,
“But now the righteousness of God without the
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; Even the righteousness of
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe; for there is no
difference; For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God.” We are not able to keep all
of God’s rules and regulations, and, thankfully,
God has provided another way for us to be right
with him. Righteousness, apart from works, was
established long ago. (Romans 4:3-8)
The Law of Moses taught that a person could be
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righteous only if he obeyed all the Law (Deut.
6:25). The problem was, no one could. The Jews
could not keep all the Law during Old Testament
times, and Christians cannot keep all of God’s
rules now. Why? Because, as Romans 8:3 says,
our efforts are “weakened” by our “sinful
nature.” Although we cannot be right with God
by our own works, verse 22 above tells us that
righteousness from God has been made available
to us, to all that believe.
If we accept God’s gift of righteousness, then
through Christ, we stand righteous before God.
Scripture verifies this:
Romans 3:24-26, “Therefore being justified only
by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus; Whom God has set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness;
that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.”
Romans 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth.”
2 Corinthians 5:21, “For he (God) hath made him
(Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
1 Corinthians 1:30, “But of him [God] are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption.”
So, the truth about righteousness is that it is first
positional and second behavioral. We do not
deserve the righteousness that God graciously
extends to us, but we must believe that we have
it and accept our righteous position, through
Christ, before God. When we accept God’s gift
of righteousness, we acknowledge that we are
unable to stand righteous before God on our own
merits. We stand righteous because of what He
did for us through His Son, and we willingly take

upon us the name of His Son, and always remember
Him, and keep His commandments.
Just because we stand righteous before God on
the merits of Christ does not mean we aren’t to
conduct our lives righteously. On the contrary,
because of His love for us and our love for Him,
we strive to live righteously with all our heart,
might, mind, and strength. Each of us who have
entered in covenant with God willingly accept
the conditions of this covenant.
One more reflection. Righteousness and selfrighteousness are not synonymous. Charles
Spurgeon once said, “The greatest enemy to
human souls is the self-righteous spirit which
makes men look to themselves for salvation.”
Another author, Blaise Pascal, said, “There are
only two kinds of men: the righteous who think
they are sinners and the sinners who think they
are righteous.”
Righteousness involves self-reflection. Selfrighteousness generally involves reflection on
others. The first is right in the eyes of the Lord; the
second is not. Consider this account in Luke 18:914: “He (Christ) spake this parable unto certain
men, who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others. Two men went
up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee,
and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood
and prayed thus with himself; God, I thank thee
that I am not as other men, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers; or even as this publican. I fast twice
in the week; I give tithes of all that I possess. But
the publican, standing afar off, would not lift
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote
upon his breast, saying, God, be merciful to
me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to
his house justified, rather than the other; for
everyone who exalteth himself, shall be abased;
and he who humbleth himself, shall be exalted.”
I know where Christ stands regarding
righteousness. The question remains, where
do I stand in regards to His righteousness on
my behalf? Am I as the Pharisee, or am I as the
publican?

A Vision
By Anita (Guin) Brotherton
Alma, Missouri
I wrote down
As athistwelve-and-a-half-year-old,
experience at my wise mother’s request.
As I read over it, it contains all of the facts but
little of the emotion I can so vividly recall even
today. I want to share some of the feelings I had
regarding this experience with you.

In preface, the congregation I grew up in was a
good congregation, but there was a point where
there was a definite division in our group. The
division was, of all things, on whether the organ
or piano should be played at the services. We
are amazing humans, aren’t we? The contention
was so great that, even as a child, I was keenly
aware of the strife that was taking place. It was
then that I began to doubt the truthfulness of the
Church. In my mind, I thought, “If these were
truly the people of God, they wouldn’t act this
way.” I know that God was aware of my questions
and concerns. Even as I write this, I weep with
thankfulness for a God who loves us so much
that even one small child is of great consequence
to Him.
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Now I shall relate my experience. I was lying
on my bed in my room that morning. I was not
asleep because I could clearly hear my mother
talking on the telephone in the other room. All
of a sudden, my spiritual body was outside in
the yard. I was with my black horse. I did not
actually own a black horse, but this was symbolic
of more that I will share shortly.
An angel on a white horse appeared and said,
“You are going to have to destroy your horse
because he is evil.”
I said, “He is just a dumb animal and doesn’t
know any better.”
The angel disappeared, and I heard the voice of
God say to me, “Anita, you did right. He is just a
dumb animal and doesn’t know any better. That
angel was Satan in disguise, trying to deceive
you.” He continued, saying, “I want you to go
with me someplace.”
We went to heaven, and I can remember a big,
beautiful, rolling meadow with huge trees
surrounding it. The grass was so green, and
there were wild flowers scattered through it. I
saw a group of young children playing together.
The sun was shining. It was beautiful beyond
description.
We walked on a path out of the meadow, into the
trees. I remember looking up and being amazed
at how tall the trees were. I could hear birds
singing in the trees.
As we walked along, I asked Him questions.
“There isn’t much time left, is there?”
“No,” He said, “There isn’t much time.”
I asked if this was the true Church. He didn’t
say anything, but my attention was drawn off to
the side to a little clearing. There was a building,
and Joseph Smith Jr. was coming out of it. He

14 Tidings of Zion

had the three books under his arm and had been
teaching.
We walked farther and came to another clearing.
Jesus was there, and he was teaching a group of
people sitting on the ground. I don’t remember
anything He said, or maybe I wasn’t permitted
to know. I was just looking around and admiring
the beauty. At some point, I said, “I had better
go back.” I remember kissing Him, just like you
would your father.
The next thing I remember is being back on my
bed. I could hear my mom talking on the phone.
I went to her and told her my experience, and she
had me write it down.
I will tell you the discernment that God has given
to me. The black horse represented the people
of the Church. Many times, we are like “dumb
animals,” not knowing right from wrong. The
Church people were wrong in their actions, but
the Church is true, and I should not judge the
Church by the people. People will always make
mistakes, but this Gospel is true. Satan, the angel
on the white horse, wanted me to doubt the
Church and leave it—to destroy the black horse.
The Scriptures tell us that Satan can appear even
as an angel of light. We must be careful not to be
deceived.
The beauty I saw in heaven was something I will
never forget. God answered my questions and
concerns as only a loving Father can. He will
always be my loving Father, and I am so grateful
for that.
I have wondered about why God didn’t just say,
“This is the true Church.” Yet, I saw Joseph Smith
Jr., and he carried the Scriptures under his arm
as he came out of a building where he had been
teaching. I don’t know exactly what the difference
is between “the Church” and “the Gospel.” I do
know the Church has made mistakes over time,
but the Gospel is eternally true.

Waldo Avenue Restoration
Branch Witnessing Weekend
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri
Friday, October 19 through Sunday lunch
On October
21, 2018, Waldo Avenue Restoration

Branch hosted the Lexington, Missouri, Restoration
Branch for a Witnessing Weekend (WWE).
WHAT IS A WWE? A WWE is where one branch
invites another branch to come and help them
revive their branch. The Lexington group had
been preparing for a WWE for some time and was
awaiting an invitation from a branch to come. In
a Waldo priesthood meeting in August, it was
agreed to invite Lexington to come to Waldo.
Dates were set, contacts made, and the project was
underway. I was the coordinator for the event for
Waldo and worked very closely with Brother John
Eichhorn, pastor at Lexington.
On Friday evening, part of the Lexington team
came to meet with part of the Waldo team and
spend the weekend with a Waldo host family.
Good fellowship was enjoyed during the
introductions, and then the group went to dinner
and then to the host homes. A 9 a.m., prayer service
was held Saturday morning. It was filled with
heartfelt prayers and testimonies and presided
over by Brother Eichhorn. A period of preparation
followed the prayer service, in which teams were
assigned, directions given, and so forth. After
lunch, the teams went out “into the field” from 1-5
p.m. to visit members of the Waldo Branch.

The Lexington Saints were: John Eichhorn, Donna
Eichhorn, Val Brotherton, Anita Brotherton, Doug
Smith, Judi Smith, Bob Davis, Jesse Cochran,
Sylvia Powell, Marilyn Luther, Caroline Leebl,
and Godfrey Ebinero who was visiting from
Nigeria. The Waldo Saints on the visiting teams
were: James Loumiet, Ken Prater, Jim Hobbs, Ray
Phelps, John Ely, Terry Griffin, Jacob Roberts, Jon
Tandy, Jo Nelson, Pat Golden, Margaret Hobbs,
Rebecca Griffin, Connie Sperry, and Donna
Vaaquez.
About sixty homes were set to receive a visit. The
visiting teams had two brochures to leave with
each family, whether home or not. The brochures
were: “Let’s Keep It Happening” and “Your Most
Holy Desires.” Both brochures were designed to
generate continued interest in the lives of the Saints
in our efforts to move on toward the Kingdom.
Each family was invited to the church for dinner
and sharing Saturday night and for services on
Sunday morning. Each visiting team was asked
to fill out a report form regarding each visit. Of
course, not everyone was home, but the effort was
made, and a good work was accomplished.
Brother Doug Smith presided over the closing
service which involved each member of the
Lexington team sharing their testimony with the
Saints gathered for worship. It was an outstanding
service and can be viewed on the Waldo website:
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org.
SO, would your branch like to have a WWE?
If so, contact John Eichhorn at 816-230-4682 or
okjd94@yahoo.com or Paul Gage at 816-833-6552
or pauljg_64055@yahoo.com.

Waldo WWE Visiting Teams
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Fall 2018 Witnessing
Weekend to Lexington, TN
By Elder Andrew King
Independence, Missouri
matter where you are in the world, when
No you
are with the Saints, it feels like home.

Perhaps this is God’s way of showing His people
that we are all a part of His creation. And though
we live in different parts of His vineyard, we are
all sinners, therefore we all need God to the same
extent. There is not one soul who needs Jesus
Christ a little more or a little less than any other
soul. In this, we are all made of equal worth. John
3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave
His Only Begotten Son, that whosever believeth
on Him should not perish; but have everlasting
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
Him might be saved.”
Of course, how can they believe in whom they
have not heard, and how shall they hear without
a preacher? It is in this context that a group of
saints from Independence, comprising of fourteen
individuals of varying ages and Restoration
branches, volunteered to bring ministry to
our fellow brothers and sisters in Lexington,
Tennessee. While a core group has continued
to visit Tennessee twice a year for several years,
once in the spring and once in the fall, the group
as a whole is always different. This trip was
indeed a blessing, not just for the testimonies and
the presence of the Lord that was felt by all, but
because of the special reunion between the Etter
family and the Saints in Lexington. It was a joy
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to witness the Etters’s expression as they reunited
with old friends and as they worshiped in the
branch they helped found. Likewise, it was a joy
to witness the Saints in Lexington welcome the
Etters back and pick up as if they had never left.
The theme for the trip was centered on the question,
“Why the Restoration?” It was our hope and
prayer to bring ministry not only to the members
in Tennessee but also to non-members. Brother
Sean Allen, an elder from the Odessa Restoration
Branch, started the series by preaching on the
angel message that the Lord restored through the
prophet, Joseph Smith Jr., knowing the calamity
that was and is to come upon the inhabitants of
the earth. And this so that the children of men
might repent and come unto the Father through
Jesus Christ the Son. Brother Allen spoke again
on Saturday concerning the necessity of God’s
Church and how the Lord used the prophet “…
to lay the foundation of this church, and to bring
it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness, the
only true and living Church upon the face of
the whole earth, with which I the Lord am well
pleased, speaking unto the church collectively
and not individually” (DC 1:5e).
We followed up each evening service on Friday
and Saturday with a time for questions from the
congregation. This appeared to be very helpful for
all, even though a majority of the questions came
from members. While there were only a handful
of non-members present throughout the weekend,
they expressed an interest in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Again, it was a wonderful time for all.
The series was concluded with a prayer meeting
and preaching service Sunday morning. Brother
Andrew King, an elder from the Outreach
Restoration Branch, preached on our calling and

our purpose, which are as universal as God’s love.
In particular, Brother King shared that we are all
called to be holy as God is holy so that we might
inherit eternal life with Him and and that we are
to glorify God through our life, our works, and
a willing heart. Truly all are called to this great
and marvelous work, whether elderly or young,
priesthood or non-priesthood, man or woman.
God has a specific calling and purpose for each of
us. Those who were blessed with the opportunity
to go on this trip do truly believe and testify that
God is able to utilize each of us, whether to bring
special music, offer a prayer, repair a bathroom or
two, visit people in their homes, ask a question…
or several, or share our knowledge of Jesus Christ
and His Kingdom simply by the way we live and
obey our Father in Heaven.
The fullness of the Gospel was not restored for the
Book of Mormon alone, but so the Church might
come forth out of the wilderness, to be “…clear
as the moon and fair as the sun, and terrible as an
army with banners” (DC 5:3d). God has brought
His Church out of the wilderness and into the
latter-day light so that His saints might lift up
their voice as with the sound of a trump, warning
the world of those things that will shortly come
to pass. For the Lord Jesus promised in Matthew
24:32, “And again, this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, for a witness
unto all nations, and then shall the end come, or
the destruction of the wicked.”
The Lord God will cause righteousness and truth
to “…sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather
out mine own elect from the four quarters of the
earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; an holy
city, that my people may gird up their loins, and
be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there
shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion;
a New Jerusalem” (Genesis 7:70). The Saints have
been called with a high and holy calling to fulfill
the Everlasting Covenant, not only to say but to do
according to that which God has written. To stand
in holy places as instruments in His hands so that
the places they occupy might shine as Zion, which
shall be an ensign to the world that the Lord alone
is God and that He reigns over all flesh. Who will
go in the name of the Lord?

Lexington Restoration
Branch Groundbreaking
Lexington, Missouri

1, 2018, was a memorable day for the
J uly
Lexington Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ.

Following the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, a
dedication and groundbreaking service was held
for an addition which will function as a sanctuary
and additional classrooms. The present worship
center will serve as the fellowship hall, library,
and study area.
Elder Val Brotherton, chairman of the Building
Committee, shared with the congregation the
following message:
“The simple act of turning over a shovel of dirt is
of no great accomplishment. The turning of the
dirt does not indicate the scope or the magnitude
of the project. From that turning of the sod, you
cannot tell if this is the beginning of a post hole,
the start of a great edifice, or even a grave. But,
its significance cannot be ignored. The trip of
1,000 miles begins with a simple step forward.
Though no single step signifies a monumental
accomplishment, when combined with many
steps, it achieves the accomplishment of the goal.
“We have, with this small but most important of
steps, begun the journey of building an edifice
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for the worship of our God and service to our
community. We have embarked on a journey
greater than ourselves. We are preparing for a
greater day. A day when we will be able to offer,
not just our personal service to our community,
but also our facilities. A day when we can offer
shelter, solace, and resources to our brothers and
sisters as they desire to make that covenant with
God in the waters of baptism, committing their
lives in service to their God and to their fellow
man.
“And so, with this first step of breaking ground,
we will move forward to accomplish the goals
that have been set before us with God’s help, His
direction, and His care.”
Prayers of blessings and testimonies were shared
by members of the congregation. Afterwards, the
Saints gathered outside where shovels of ground
were broken, symbolizing our commitment,
sacrifice, and anticipation for the erection of the
worship center.

Branching Out in Lima, Ohio
By Elder Sean Telljohann
Lima, Ohio

F

ebruary 15, 2018, was a big day for our group.
This is the day the State of Ohio granted
our
nonprofit
business
filing,
and we officially
had a Restoration
Branch in Lima
again.
Through
the grace of God
and the sacrifice
and
dedication
of many in Ohio
and West Virginia,
we are moving
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forward with humility and thanksgiving.
This testimony begins in August of 2015. There is
a great deal to share, but I will only present some
of the key events here. My sister, Brenda, and
mom, Marsha, had decided that they wanted to
start going to camp again. Our family as a whole
hadn’t been regularly attending church or camps
or even studying for quite some time. They
decided to attend the Kirtland area reunion at
Temple Grove, and for a couple of days, neither
felt at ease. They felt they didn’t belong and
considered leaving.
While there, my nephew became ill. My sister
called upon two elders to administer to him.
Afterward, the elders took an interest in the well
being of mom and my sister, and soon others
took the time to introduce themselves and make
them feel welcome.
After returning home, they shared their
experiences with the rest of us and told us that
we all needed to make the effort to attend camp
the next year. We got together for scripture study
sporadically after that, but not regularly. The
two elders that had administered to my nephew
made trips to our homes and gave classes and
met with us all. Their efforts, knowledge, and the
Spirit they carried with them made a big impact
on us.
Over the course of the next two years, they
continued their visits, and other priesthood
and their families joined them. We had three
baptisms in July
of 2016 and three
in August of 2017.
After attending
camp in 2016, we
began to meet
regularly
for
scripture study.
By the time camp
came in 2017,
our entire family,

including my brother’s family in Columbus,
made the effort to be there. We had some issues
in our family with disagreements and hard
feelings, and the Lord healed us that week. We
got on our knees as a family to pray together, and
during that prayer, all those hard feelings and
anger were melted away. What a blessing that
has been.
On October 1, 2017, I was ordained to the office
of priest. We finally had priesthood, and we
started the process of establishing the branch.
After receiving assistance from several other
branches in providing advice and copies of their
legal documents, we met with an attorney. The
initial meeting with the attorney was cordial,
and he seemed to be a good fit for our needs. He
answered all the questions we had, and we asked
him to move forward with filing the proper
papers for us with the state. We gave him a copy
of our by-laws and waited to hear from him.
The next day, I received an apologetic email from
him stating that another case had come up and
he wouldn’t have the time to do the filings for us.
The consultation we had was at no charge, and
he wished us well. I think he saw our statements
of belief and changed his mind, but there’s
no way to know for sure, of course. However,
God provided. We had gotten all our questions
answered by a qualified attorney, and for free.
Since February of 2018, we have been meeting
as a proper branch and have been blessed in
more ways than I could have ever imagined.
We held our first youth retreat in July and had
approximately forty people from three states and
seven different branches attend. I was ordained
an elder at Temple Grove Reunion this year, and
my son, Ivan Telljohann, was ordained a deacon.
The continued support of the other branches
in our region, as well as Michigan and the
Center Place, have been invaluable. I encourage
everyone to attend any retreat or conference that
you can. They are life-changing opportunites.
Move forward in faith, and you will be rewarded.

My Priesthood
Call and
Confirmation
2018 Temple Grove Reunion
By Deacon Ivan Telljohann
Lima, Ohio

testimony first started a couple months
M ybefore
the 2018 Temple Grove Reunion. I

had been called to the priesthood, but I hadn’t
received a confirming testimony. We were at
the Kirtland regional meeting, and afterward,
my father, Sean, took us to the Kirtland Temple
to take a tour. Our tour guide at the end let us
sing the hymn “The Spirit of God Like a Fire is
Burning,” and it was beautiful. I leaned over to
my father and said, “I’m going to sit up there
someday, up front.”
Testimony of my Call and Conformation.
When I was called to the office of deacon, I didn’t
know much of anything to do with priesthood.
I just knew they sat up front and spoke. Well, I
received my calling in early October of 2017.
I had been on and off the straight and narrow
path, but I finally started turning my heart and
mind toward Jesus after my calling.
I didn’t receive confirmation until the 2018
Kirtland reunion at Temple Grove. An experience
had happened with my grandmother, and we
called the elders to lay their hands upon her.
After they did, Brother Jacob Cottrill took me
aside and spoke to me. I believe the Lord used
him as an instrument as he said, “Today is the
day you make your decision.”
Later that afternoon, my branch had a business
meeting, because we were all at the reunion, to
vote on my calling to deacon and my father’s call
to elder. We were both ordained. After we had
closed, I asked four of the elders that were there
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for an administration. Each one of them prayed
about something that had been on my mind and
in my prayers for months. These elders were not
informed of any of these things that they prayed
about, but during the administration, I felt a fifth
set of hands touch my head. I believe they were a
set of angel’s hands.
After I was ordained to a deacon, Brother Paul
Gage asked me to participate and sit up front
for the Saturday evening service during the
priesthood meeting at the Kirtland Temple. I
said sure and didn’t think too much of it until I
remembered what I told my father. In this service,
each office of the priesthood was represented,
and I had the honor to sit up front in the Kirtland
Temple during a service. I don’t know what else
a teenage priesthood member could ask for. As I
looked over the crowd, all the men started gazing
at the window above us, as if Jesus Himself was
in that window. It was an amazing experience.

Testimony of Kirtland
Temple
By Sharon Goldsberry
Member of LDS Church & cousin of John Mundy
Redding, California
October, my husband, Amos, and I were
I n privileged
to take a Church history tour to

the east coast. While there, we toured Boston (a
dream come true for me), took a ski lift to the
top of a mountain to view the autumn colors,
visited the Sacred Grove, and many of Joseph
Smith’s places of abode. Although all of these—
and more—were impressive, nothing compared
to the experience of Kirtland.
While there, we spent an evening with Karl
Anderson, a well-known historian of Kirtland.
Brother Anderson was actively involved in the
restoration of Kirtland and has a great love for
the history, people, and Church members. He
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spent the evening sharing with us his testimony
of the events that took place in old Kirtland and
during its restoration. Coming from the West, I
grew up knowing of the pioneer Saints, the Salt
Lake Valley, and its expansion, which included
parts of Wyoming, my home state. The Sacred
Grove held a special place in my heart, but what
I didn’t know or expect was how important the
years in Kirtland were. The following day we
toured Kirtland.
After spending a good part of the day visiting
homes, the Newell K. Whitney Store, the school,
the mill, and other places, we boarded the bus to
visit the Temple.
Our guide shared his testimony of the Temple
and the many events that happened within the
Temple. In just a few minutes, my testimony
of Jesus Christ, the early Saints, and especially
Joseph Smith grew by leaps. I learned to love
the people who gave so much of themselves in
such a short time. I learned to love the Kirtland
Temple. I loved being in that beautiful building,
listening to the stories. I felt the Spirit there. The
Saints who gave everything to build the Temple
are still making a difference. I felt the Spirit as
strongly within the walls of the Kirtland Temple
as I have ever been influenced by it.
Since I have come home, I have had many
opportunities to reflect on my Kirtland
experience. I’ve read stories and histories. My
testimony continues to grow. In the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Dream
Come True
By April Erwin
Independence, Missouri

has been a dream of mine since I
W riting
was a very small child. I wrote my first

novel in the fifth grade. It wasn’t well written,
but it became a way for a shy girl to really
express herself. In high school I read The Call
at Evening by Jessie Ward. It was so inspiring!
A novel with action and depth and characters
that I loved, plus it shared the gospel. I wanted
to write a book like that. To share my faith in
novels that would capture people’s imagination
and strengthen their faith.
I began writing that novel my senior year at
Center Place Restoration School. This time the
novel wasn’t so easy. I worked on it for several
years as I took writing courses. There seemed
to always be something that stood in my path.
Then our family computer failed. In frustration
one night, I prayed, “Lord, I can’t write without
a computer. If you want me to write, you’ll have
to provide one.”
It was a cop-out. I knew it in my heart, but it
was also a useable excuse for why I didn’t finish
what I started. The next day I came home from
work, and Mom said, “Guess what? We got a
free computer today!” A friend from church
had bought a new computer and, on a whim,
thought maybe our family might want her old
one. I think my jaw was bruised when it hit the
floor. I hadn’t told anyone what I had prayed.
Yet less than twenty-four hours after making
my petty demand, God gave me a very clear
answer. God wanted me to write for Him, and

I’ve clung to that testimony many times over the
years when I would’ve liked to give up.
I finished that book,
Missing Pieces, and
published
it
in
2003. I wouldn’t
receive a contract
to publish my next
book until 2013, but
it was followed by
several more. I was
thrilled, and I knew
God was answering
my prayers and
opening doors. No
matter how well my
novel writing was
progressing, there
was a project close to my heart that was still
floundering in my computer folder.
It was a Sunday afternoon in October of 2001.
I was re-reading the creation story in Genesis
chapters one and two. The Inspired Version
gives us such a deeper look into that moment
when Jesus created this world. After reading in
Genesis, several recent but unconnected news
articles came to mind. The first was a science
journal that explained how everything in the
universe gives off radiation that— if our ears
were sensitive to it—we could “hear.” I found
this interesting from a singer/songwriter
perspective. It occurred to me that even though
we aren’t capable of hearing the sounds in the
universe, Jesus can. That at all time, there is a
never-ending song echoing back to the Creator.
This brought the second article to mind about
the different Native American legends that
describe creation being “sung” into existence.
This struck a chord with me as well. Music, full
of the Creator’s power, was pouring out to form
a world full of beauty to witness of His Glory,
and in turn, it would continually return that
song back to Him in a magnificent orchestra that
is for His ears alone. The verse from Luke 19:39
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followed quickly: “And he answered and said
unto them. If these should hold their peace, the
stones would immediately cry out.”
All of this was intriguing, but while considering
it all, I drifted off to sleep. I woke up a little later
from my nap and immediately had to grab a pen
and paper. The poem began to flow, and when it
was all complete, I felt a rush of the Holy Spirit
flood over me.
Creation’s Ballad was more than a poem. I knew it
was meant to be a children’s picture book. I spent
years looking for an illustrator and praying for
the wisdom and funds to publish it. My mother,
Linda, finally agreed to do the artwork, and in
2016, fifteen years after the poem was given to
me, I finally had a finished book. After receiving
quotes from every print house and publisher
under the sun, I knew I would need a substantial
amount of money to publish. Funds that were
not available. Sadly, I tucked the project back in
a drawer.
Who knows how much longer it would have
languished there if I hadn’t heard a very
important message in January of last year during
stewardship month. Paul Gage spoke about our
stewardship responsibility and broadened it to
include our gifts and talents. Suddenly, I could
see that this project I was given was sitting in
a drawer, much like the servant that hid away
his talent and had no increase to show when his
master returned. The Spirit pricked my heart,
and I felt impressed to seek Paul’s counsel.
He agreed to meet with me and pray over the
situation. Although he agreed the book needed
to be published, no immediate solution was
made known.
This time, though, rather than set it aside again,
I told the Lord I didn’t want to hide this gift
any longer, and I began to really search for an
answer to the dilemma. In January of 2018, I
discovered Kindle Direct Publishing, a way to
self-publish full-color picture books at no cost.
Not only was it free to publish, but their costs
were so reasonable that the retail price for the
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finished books was also very affordable—a rare
thing in the print-on-demand industry.
Creation’s Ballad is a project very close to my heart
and one I’ve longed to see completed for many
years. It’s more than a child’s story that shares
the story of Creation from the Inspired Version.
For me, it’s an inspired poem that brought me
a deeper understanding of the Greatness and
Majesty that is our God and Creator. With most
projects, I spend hours writing and re-writing,
but Creation’s Ballad flowed out as a complete
poem. It took many years to see it come to life,
but the Lord showed me that these gifts and
talents He gives us all are for a purpose. He
used stewardship month two years in a row to
not only remind me of the importance of sharing
them, but also to remind me of the importance
of actively seeking Him and the path we should
pursue to use them for His glory.
Over and over I’ve felt the Holy Spirit flood
through me as I’ve read Creation’s Ballad. The
Lord has blessed me with new insights over the
years as well. I offer it to you in the same Spirit
it was given to me and I pray it is a blessing
to all who read it. I pray that you, too, will see
how all things testify of our Lord and Savior
Jesus. For more information, contact April at
aprilannerwin@yahoo.com or 816-833-4368.

The Common
Princess
By Saralee Rhoads
Sibley, Missouri

a daughter in the nurture of the Lord
Raising
is hard. When I looked for Christian

reading material for young women, I was
disappointed because nothing really addressed
the granddaughter I home school. She likes
everything beautiful, except her schoolwork,
that is. She’s full of questions beyond her years.
She would rather do anything than piano and
study. She’s a princess and a pill all at the same
time. That was the genesis of The Common
Princess. I started it, sent out some queries, and
no one was interested. I set it on the back burner.
When our son, Alma, died and I found little joy
in life, my oldest son gently said, “Mom, it’s
time for you to finish your book.” I took his
advice. It filled my soul with joy! I absolutely
loved turning all the things I wanted to tell my
grands into story form. God opened doors, and
it happened. (Still pinching myself!)

fulfilling that purpose. These are the lessons I
want my grands to learn.
Book two, The Princess and
the Sword, is available as
well. Now I’m working
on getting book three into
print and tackling lessons I
want my grands to know as
they enter their tweens and
teen years. I want to teach
them courage, leadership,
perseverance, generosity,
kindness, the source of
true beauty, and walking
circumspectly.
Writing for me is like breathing…a catharsis
and a witness. As I age and am able to do less
physically, I wonder how many more years
I can do camps—I’ve already retired from
Mammoth—but is my ministry over? I hope not.
This could just be the ministry I can continue for
years to come.

If you are interested in the story, Christine is
raised in a castle, but she never really sees her
Father, the King.
His
image appears to her, and
she eventually learns to
discern his words…but
like each of us, she learns
to live by faith. Along
the way, she learns she
was adopted into the royal
line, like each of us. She
struggles to learn her
purpose in life and then
to dedicate herself to
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News from
Maine
By Elder Brian K. Mundy
Independence, Missouri

U

nder the leadership of Elder Frank Shepard
and Kelsey Jones, we had a youth retreat
and regional gathering the weekend of October
13-14, 2018.
Fourteen youth plus several adults from
Jonesport, Ellsworth, and Deer Isle went for
a hike near Bar Harbor. We stopped several
places, but it was raining, which created unsafe
conditions for us to hike.
At one point, we prayed, sincerely asking God to
stop the rain so we could enjoy a hike together.
The next place we stopped, we decided to go
for the hike. There was a light rain when we
started, but it soon stopped and didn’t start
raining again until we got back in our vehicles.
Praise God for such a blessing!
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Later, we had classes and visited Saints in
nursing homes. The youth shared in song and
prayer, which brought big smiles to faces of
those we visited. That evening we stayed at the
Sunset Branch, closing our day with a wonderful
campfire led by Hannah Hutchinson and Kelsey
Jones.
Sunday morning, we awoke early and made
preparations for the regional gathering where
we shared with all the saints in Maine who
gathered for worship in Ellsworth. Again, the
youth shared testimonies of the previous day as
well as sang, prayed, and shared scripture for
the devotions. The youth were so excited! Once
the service was over, they came to Frank and
said, “We need to do this once a month!”
Even though we only have a few branches in
Maine, unity is prevailing, and the work is
pushing forward.
Please pray for the youth in Maine, as well as the
Saints in general, that each may do their part in
the ministry in this part of the Lord’s vineyard
as He may direct.

Domestic
Outreach
Ministry
By Elder Brian K. Mundy
Independence, Missouri
ver the years, many people have dedicated
their time in providing ministry throughout
O
the United States and Canada. Since the 2017

Elder’s Conference and Reunion, we, as a body,
have renewed our dedication to this field of
ministry. Last year we had eleven regional
gatherings where Saints in a geographical area
came together to worship, study, and have
discussion, as well as numerous trips providing
ministry to the scattered Saints.
At the 2018 Elder’s Conference and Reunion, the
body decided to continue this ministry and to
continue it under the direction of the Coordinating
Council. The Coordinating Council has asked
Brian Mundy to organize this ministry. Please
contact Brian if you would like ministry brought
to your area, whether it be individually, for a
group, or for an area.

Brian Mundy
816-668-4521
bmundy@bradlech.com
Also, for those priesthood willing to travel and
bring ministry, please contact Brian or fill out the
Traveling Ministry form. You can access the form
directly using the following link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CREdomesticoutreach1

or by going to the CRE website homepage:
www.eldersconference.org
and following the link provided there.
This program is designed to offer and provide
ministry to any and all Saints in the United
States and Canada. Ministry available includes:
preaching, teaching, women’s ministries, youth
ministries, stewardship ministries, educational
ministries, evangelistic outreach, revivals,
witnessing weekends, and so forth.
This program is willing to help in any situation,
whether it be one person, a family, a small group,
a branch, or a region. All we need is a phone call
or email from YOU.
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Education
Council Activated
By High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

T

he Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
Education Council has been activated.
Current council members are: Paul Gage,
chairman; Glenda Spencer, vice-chairman;
Rebecca Griffin, secretary; Patricia Chadwick;
Eva Cartwright; Cynthia DeBarthe; Dana Smith;
Donna Vasquez; and Jared Watson. Diane Ludy
will serve as a consultant, and Elder Mark Nunn
is the liaison from the Coordinating Council.
The purpose of the Education Council is to be
actively engaged in keeping the Saints informed
about educational materials that are available
through the CRE office, as well as any new items
that might be forthcoming.
In 2003, the Education Council revised and
produced many of the Sunday school quarterlies
from the past. These are still available through
the CRE office. They include teacher’s manuals,
student manuals, and craft kits covering the
following: kindergarten ages 4-5; primary
grades 1,2,3; junior grades 4,5,6; junior high
grades 7,8,9, and senior high grades 10, 11,
12. The materials are designed to be used on a
three-year rotating basis (A, B, and C) with each
year being divided into four quarters. The Bible,
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and
Church History are covered in the quarterlies.
An updated catalog will be available as soon as
possible. Volunteers can be reached or messages
left at the CRE office at 816-836-3421 or toll free
at 877-748-8947.
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Comparative Religions
Outstanding Doctrines
and Practices of Our
Own Church

Preparing For the
Coming of Christ

And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the
Lord, all that day; and behold, the voice of the Lord
came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be
of good cheer, for behold, the time is at hand, and
on this night shall the sign be given, And on the
morrow come I into the world, to shew unto the
world that I will fulfill all that which I have caused
to be spoken by the mouth of my holy prophets.
Behold, I come unto my own, to fulfill all things
which I have made known unto the children of
men, from the foundation of the world, and to do
the will, both of the Father, and of the Son of the
Father, because of me, and of the Son, because of
my flesh. And behold, the time is at hand, and this
night shall the sign be given.
And it came to pass that the words which came
unto Nephi were fulfilled, according as they had
been spoken: For behold at the going down of the
sun, there was no darkness; and the people began
to be astonished, because there was no darkness
when the night came.
And it came to pass that there was no darkness in
all that night, but it was as light as though it was
midday. And it came to pass that the sun did rise
in the morning again, according to its proper order;
and they knew that it was the day that the Lord
should be born, because of the sign which had been
given. And it had come to pass, yea, all things,
every whit, according to the words of the prophets.
And it came to pass also, that a new star did appear,
according to the word. —3 Nephi 1:12-17, 21-24

A Testimony of
God’s Power
By Crystal Mahoney Lavigne
Stoney Creek, Ontario
Canada

27th, 2017, I was scheduled for
O na November
procedure on my shoulder. Admittedly, I

I was finished being prepped, and I was terrified!
I remembered how sick the pain made me feel
during the dye injection about a year before. I
carefully lay down on the table. I couldn’t have
my shoulder propped to make it comfortable.
It had to be as flat as we could get it. That pain
alone induced tears from my eyes. For a woman
who has given birth five times without any painreducing therapies or medicines, simply laying
my shoulder as flat as could be rendered me
unable to function. To make matters worse, a
previous injury from years before made it even
more difficult to hold my arm in that position.

was very nervous about having this done. The
last time I had anything done on my shoulder, the
pain was quite unbearable. However, as nervous
as I was, I found a bit of relief, knowing that my
shoulder was going to be numbed this time—or
so I was told…

The doctor was ready to begin, and I was alone
in the room. I desperately needed my husband,
but he was not allowed in there with me. He was
in the waiting room, praying. Of course, I had no
clue he was praying. I just simply wanted to hold
his hand.

The day of the procedure came, and as I was
being prepped for what was about to happen, the
doctor performing the surgery started discussing
pain with me. He told me that once the pain
became unbearable—and he said it would—to let
him know so he could stop. I said, “Wait! What?
I thought local anesthetics were getting injected
into my shoulder.” The doctor swiftly informed
me that there was no way to inject the anesthetics
into my shoulder. My mouth quickly ran dry. I
already couldn’t take the daily pain, let alone a
huge increase in pain.

I didn’t get to hold my husband’s hand, but I did
have a hand to hold. Just as the procedure was
about to start, I began to pray. I prayed hard, very
hard. I simply asked God to help me get through
this, to guide the hands of the doctor and make it
bearable. I felt the first needle go in. I closed my
eyes tight, preparing for something. I kept my
focus and prayed fervently to God. On my other
arm, my hand was clenched tight.

The doctor continued again. He said, “We have
to push this to the point where you literally can’t
take the pain anymore. I won’t lie. This procedure
is very painful. We have to be more aggressive
with your treatment. We will more than likely
not be able to get through the whole shoulder
today, due to resistance and pain, so you will
probably have to book at least one or two more
treatments. Once we get all the way through the
shoulder is when we will be able to determine if
the procedure was a success or not.” And lots of
physical therapy would be required afterwards
as well, of course.

Time passed, and before I knew it, the doctor was
finished. His first words after telling me we were
done were, “I can’t believe it! We broke through
your whole shoulder, and it was one of the
smoothest transitions I have ever done.” I was
astonished! I thanked him, but most importantly,
I thanked God. I felt very little during this
“very painful procedure.” HE held me up. He
comforted me. He worked through the hands of
the doctor, and He numbed my pain.
Although I went on to discover in January 2018
that the procedure had failed, I am humbled by
the fact that God let me know that He is there by
my side when I lean on Him through the good
times and the bad. I thank God often for bearing
the pain for me that day.
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God’s Spirit Is Moving

Around The World: “Go Ye Therefore And Teach”
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Mission trips were completed to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Kenya, and Nigeria in 2017. Rick Johansen and Dale Stafford were in Nigeria in June, 2018. Lyle Smith
and Aaron and Sallie Presler were in Kenya in October of 2018.
Jim Clark, Travis Clark, Brian Herren, Kevin Herren, and Ron Herren, from the Salem, Oregon, Restoration
Branch were also in Africa October 19-November 4, 2018.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elder Brian Mundy is learning the German language to be better able to provide ministry there. He was
in England and Germany in August 2018 with Stephen Henson.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

In Mexico, Seventy Juan Reyes reported making several missionary trips to the cities of Jojutla and
to Matamoros. Juan and wife, Tina, attended the CRE Conference June 24-29, 2018, in Independence,
Missouri, with their son, Saul. Funds from LAMB helped cover their travel expenses.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
AUSTRALIA: A mission trip to Australia in March/April 2018 was carried out by Elders Kevin Humphrey
and Tom Rindels.
NEPAL/INDIA: Elders Doug Smith, Brian Herren, and Andrew Smith completed a mission to Nepal
and India in April, 2018. Lyle Smith, Aaron and Sallie Presler, Bob and Sheila Schrunk were in Nepal in
October of 2018.
PHILIPPINES: Richard Neill and Jeff Stilwell were in Mindanao in October of 2018. Local priesthood in
Luzon carry on the work in that area.

Domestic Outreach: USA and Canada
High Priest Paul Gage and Deacon Jacob Roberts were in Ontario, Canada, in September of 2018.
Elder John Mundy was in Bainbridge, Indiana, in November of 2018.
Any branches, groups, families or individuals desiring ministry may contact the CRE Office at 836-3421.
You may also visit the CRE website at eldersconference.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PRIESTHOOD AND MEN’S RETREAT at Oak Grove Restoration Branch
January 17 & 19: Thursday evening, January 17 from 7:00p-9:00pm, and Saturday, January 19
from 8:30a to 2:30p (Lunch provided)
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES (CMRB)
2019 ALL-BRANCH GATHERINGS: (All start at 6:00 p.m.)
December 2, 2018: Campground budget meeting & fellowship (Colbern Road RB)
February 23: Priesthood & wife banquet (Oak Grove RB)
April 7: Worship service (Odessa RB)
May 5: CMRB Committee elections meeting & fellowship (Colbern Road RB)
September 8: Worship service (Oak Grove RB)
Priesthood education: Date and place yet to be determined
BOOK OF MORMON RETREAT at Odessa Hills Campgrounds
January 25-27: Seniors in high school to age 24
CENTRAL MISSOURI 2019 SPRING YOUTH RETREATS at Odessa Hills Campgrounds,
Odessa, MO Theme: “I am the bread of life” John 6:35
All retreats start at 7:00p.m. on Friday and conclude at 1:00p.m. on Sunday, except Junior Retreat
which will start at 9:00a.m. at Saturday and conclude at 1:00p.m. Sunday.
March 8-10: Senior High (grades 10-12)
March 15-17: Junior High (grades 7-9)
March 22-24: Older Youth (college age)
March 30-31: Juniors (grades 4-6)

2019

Restoration Camps

(not a complete list)

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS
ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI “I am the Vine, ye are the branches” John15:5
May 19-25 Older Youth (College age/unmarried)
Grades are for
June 2-6
Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)
the upcoming
June 16-22 SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
school year.
June 23-29 JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
TEXAS
July 3-7
2000 Strong Adventure Camp
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-574-3051
Camp begins at 5 PM on July 3 and concludes on Sunday July 7. There are two camps held
concurrently. A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young adult camp for ages 18-25. The camps are
at the Collin County Adventure 1180 W. Houston St. Anna, TX. www.2000strong.us
MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
July 14-20
Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2019

Restoration Branch Reunions

(not a complete list)

June 2-8

Zion’s Ridge
Independence, Missouri
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

June 8-15

Central Missouri at Odessa Hills, Odessa, MO
Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or
odessahills.com 816-230-4000
Theme: “I am the Vine, ye are the branches.” John 15:5

June 23-28

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration School in Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421

June 29-July 6

Buckner RB
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802

July 21-27

Woodbine Reunion
at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

July 22-28

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helene Danicki 248-651-3208

July 27- Aug 2

Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove in Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-862-1029

If any corrections need to be made, contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421
Gen 7: 59-60 And the Lord said, Blessed is he through whose seed Messiah shall come; for he saith, I
am Messiah, the King of Zion, the Rock of heaven, which is broad as eternity; and whoso cometh in at
the gate, and climbeth up by me shall never fall. Wherefore blessed are they of whom I have spoken,
for they shall come forth with songs of everlasting joy.
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Announcements:

then distributed by the ministers to the Saints in
scattered areas.

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. All contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.

As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If every family that receives the
Tidings of Zion would donate $20.00 each year,
it would easily cover the cost for Tidings of
Zion. Some individuals are already doing this,
and it is VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks
can be made out to the CRE and in the memo line,
write, “Tidings of Zion.” Mailing information is
inside the front cover.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. Tidings of Zion currently goes
into 4400 homes around the world, including 48
states of the USA as well as Australia, Canada,
England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies
so we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger
number to Kenya and the northern island of
Luzon and southern island of Mindanao in the
Philippines. The copies of Tidings of Zion are

Stewardship is the response of my people to
the ministry of my Son, and is required alike of
all those who seek to build the Kingdom. D&C
147:5 a.

SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch
news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send
to the CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

********** NOTICE:

1 John 5:11 And
this is the record,
that God hath
given to us eternal
life, and this life is
in his Son.

THE CRE OFFICE HAS BEEN MOVED **********

TO 1551 N. COURTNEY ROAD, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 64050.
This is 3-4 miles north of CPRS/Waldo via Liberty St. and Kentucky Road.
CONTACT VIM HORN OR RICHARD NEILL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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The Man and the Birds
by Paul Harvey

The man to whom I’m going to introduce you was not a scrooge. He was a kind, decent, mostly good man. Generous to his family, upright in
his dealings with other men. But he just didn’t believe all that incarnation stuff which the churches proclaim at Christmas Time. It just didn’t
make sense, and he was too honest to pretend otherwise. He just couldn’t swallow the Jesus Story, about God coming to Earth as a man.
“I’m truly sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, “but I’m not going with you to church this Christmas Eve.” He said he’d feel like a hypocrite.
That he’d much rather just stay at home, but that he would wait up for them. And so he stayed, and they went to the midnight service.
Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. He went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier
and then went back to his fireside chair and began to read his newspaper. Minutes later, he was startled by a thudding sound…Then another,
and then another. Sort of a thump or a thud…At first, he thought someone must be throwing snowballs against his living room window. But
when he went to the front door to investigate, he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They’d been caught in the storm and,
in a desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his large landscape window.
Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he remembered the barn where his children stabled their pony. That would
provide a warm shelter, if he could direct the birds to it.
Quickly, he put on a coat and galoshes and tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on
a light, but the birds did not come in. He figured food would entice them in. So he hurried back to the house, fetched bread crumbs, and
sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail to the yellow-lighted wide-open doorway of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored the
bread crumbs and continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He tried catching them…He tried shooing them into the barn by walking
around them waving his arms…Instead, they scattered in every direction, except into the warm, lighted barn.
And then, he realized that they were afraid of him. To them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. If only I could think of some
way to let them know that they can trust me…That I am not trying to hurt them, but to help them. But how? Because any move he made
tended to frighten them, confuse them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or shooed because they feared him.
If only I could be a bird, he thought to himself, and mingle with them and speak their language. Then I could tell them not to be afraid.
Then I could show them the way to safe, warm…to the safe warm barn. But I would have to be one of them so they could see and hear and
understand.
At that moment, the church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. And he stood there, listening to
the bells – Adeste Fidelis – listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the snow.

