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Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders
“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration
branches and Latter Day Saints in general during this period
of disruption and fragmentation” (Conference Operating
Guidelines accepted in 1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priest		 hood, as well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
•  Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on
			 behalf of the work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us
			 to defend and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the
			 critical issues now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel
			 as restored in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and
			 1993 Conference Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work
		 together.
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Invitation and Testimony
on Calling for a Solemn
Assembly
By CRE Chairman and Coordinating Council

and Sisters, members of The True
DearandBrothers
Living Church of Christ,
We, beggars and simple servants, come now to
share our collective testimony and assurance with
you that the Lord of Hosts is calling for His people
to gather together for a solemn assembly. It is our
testimony that the call has been so directed by the
Lord and confirmed by the Holy Spirit.
We believe this call to assemble together is for all
people of all ages, in harmony with the passages
in Joel 2:16-17.
We believe this call to assemble is for all who
are part of this gospel founded in 1830 and fully
reorganized again in 1860.
We believe this call to assemble is for all who are
willing to repent and come unto Jesus Christ.
We believe this call to assemble is for all who will
share with a broken heart and a contrite spirit
(D&C 17:7b.)
We believe this call to assemble is for all who will
seek for God’s purpose in their life and have a
desire to “spread the gospel of the Kingdom unto
all nations” before the end shall come.
We now invite each of you to prayerfully consider
and prepare your hearts to gather in a solemn
assembly this September.
CRE Chairman – William (Vim) Horn
CRE Coordinating Council – Richard Neill (Chair),
Jack Hagensen, Steve Kropp, Tom Mitchell, Brian
Mundy, Mark Nunn, Howard Parker (Members)
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The following narrative
describes the foundation of
our testimony and why we
are sharing it at this time.
(Compiled and written by
William (Vim) Horn on behalf of
the group)
In 2019, the coordinating council found its
meetings going longer because, in addition to
considering matters pertaining to the conference,
time was spent discussing important topics
concerning the Church. As a group, over the past
year we had sensed an acceleration and urgency
concerning the conditions within the Restoration
Branch movement and the world at large. Because
of never having enough time to fully address
these topics, we were unable to spend the quality
time needed to discuss them in depth. So, it was
determined we would draw apart for a twentyfour-hour retreat where we could spend time
together in worship and prayer and more fully
consider a variety of subjects.
On December 27 and 28, 2019, the conference
chairman and six of the seven members of the
coordinating council came together at the Odessa
Hills Campground. Brother Howard Parker, the
seventh council member, was unable to attend due
to illness. After settling in, we began with a period
of worship led by brothers Mark Nunn and Jack
Hagensen. Concerning that worship and our time
together, Brother Nunn shared the following, “It is
my personal testimony that as we gathered together in
fellowship and worship in the name of Jesus Christ that
His Spirit rested upon each one of us. The Holy Spirit
remained and grew stronger throughout the short time
we were together.”
After a shared meal, we gathered together for
the evening discussion. Brother Vim Horn began
the discussion by sharing some scriptures and
thoughts concerning the Hastening Time and the
urgency of the hour. He then asked each one
to share some initial thoughts about what was
on their hearts concerning the condition of the
Church and the focus of the retreat.

Brother Brian Mundy began by
sharing an experience he had
the night before concerning his
attending the retreat. This is
his account of that experience.
“Thursday, December 26th, was a very
rough day for me, not only physically
but spiritually. I was under attack all
day. That night around 10:30 pm, I went out on my
back deck and was soaking in my hot tub, reflecting on
the day. I decided I wasn’t going to go to the retreat.
With the spirit that was upon me, I didn’t want to
take away any blessing my brothers would receive. I
was busy and had a number of things I could work on.
Besides, nothing really important was going to take
place, just another meeting (these were the thoughts
going through my head justifying me not going.) When
all of a sudden in a powerful way, God spoke to me so
clearly it penetrated my very soul, saying, ‘Brian, you
have to be there! Just as I chose those six men April 6,
1830, I have chosen you and your brothers for this day.’
Let me clarify right here, I did not think then or now
that I had to be there because He had chosen us to rereorganize the Church, simply that something special
was going to take place and He wanted to make sure I
understood it and was there.”
Brother Mundy then read D&C 138:3 (please read)
and shared that the words contained there had
been pressing upon him for several months and
should be part of our consideration. Each of the
other brothers then, in turn, shared their thoughts,
ending with Brother Richard Neill.
Brother Neill expressed that early
that morning he had, what he
believed to be, a spiritual dream.
(See “Dream” in this issue.) He then
shared it with us. In the dream,
Brother Neill saw a large room filled
with the spirit of revelation and a
group of excited people. He was
directed to read the book of Joel for understanding
of what was taking place, the essence of which is to
call for a solemn assembly, a call for the people to
repent. Upon completion of Brother Neill sharing
his dream, including the reading of portions of
the Book of Joel, Brother Horn testified that he
had felt the confirming Spirit that Brother Neill’s
dream and experience was of the Lord.

Brother Neill recalls this about our time together:
“The Conference of Restoration Elders Coordinating
Council with the Chairman of the Conference had set
aside a twenty-four-hour gathering to take place at the
Odessa Hills Campground from 3 PM, December 27,
to 3 PM, December 28. It was the morning of December
27 that I had the dream. I believe the exact timing of
the dream—on the morning of the gathering for the
retreat—was not coincidental. I remember distinctly
that each of us at this retreat was sharing about our
thoughts on our gathering together. Up until this
time, the thought of a solemn assembly was not on the
minds of anyone in this meeting prior to gathering,
including myself, until the message was received on
the morning of the 27th. Having written down the
dream as I awoke that morning, when it became my
turn to share, I announced to the group that I had a
dream that very morning, and I shared the message for
the first time with these men. The spiritual nature of
the dream has been reconfirmed to me every day since
then.”
It was determined, after some discussion and
prayer, to continue consideration of the dream
and its meaning the next day. In the morning, after
a spirit-filled two-hour sacrament service led by
Brothers Steve Kropp and Tom Mitchell, Brother
Neill was asked to share his dream again. At that
time, two others confirmed that the dream was of
the Lord, and discussion of its meaning ensued.
As we shared and discussed with one another the
calling of a solemn assembly, there were certainly
different perspectives shared on how to move
forward, particularly how quickly. At one point,
because of these differences, we stopped to pray
for direction. Immediately a calm ensued, and
Brothers Kropp and Mitchell suggested we each
go to the leadership of our individual branches
and share the dream and the calling of a solemn
assembly with them before any decisions were
made on how to move forward. Unanimous
agreement on this was reached, and the meeting
moved forward to consider other matters.
While only three of those attending had a direct
testimony concerning Brother Neill’s dream, all
seven had a testimony that the Lord is calling His
Church to gather for a solemn assembly.
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Brother Nunn summarizes our time
together as follows: “Much prayerful
consideration was given to the message
of the dream, and each one in attendance,
while not necessarily having a direct
confirmation of the dream, agreed
that the Lord was calling His people
to gather for a solemn assembly. Not
for the purpose of establishing new doctrines for the
branches, but rather to gather together in faith and
brotherhood for the specific purpose of seeking the
Lord for His divine intervention and to glorify Him.
The presence of the Holy Spirit was strong during this
gathering.”
Brother Hagensen shares these
thoughts concerning the meeting:
“This was a very humbling experience
for me. The reason I felt the way I did was
because of the Spirit that was present.
I could tell my brothers on the council
were on the same page, desiring to ask
and receive the Lord’s will, after hearing
Richard’s testimony of his dream and the concern all of
the brethren had to seek the Lord’s will and the love
that we all had for our brothers, sisters, and all their
families. This is the time to follow the instruction given
in Joel 1:14: ‘Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly,
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into
the house of the Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord.’
I believe the time has come that we gather together to
seek the Lord’s will and not our own concerning this
great latter-day work. Especially for His glory and
honor.”
Brother Mundy recalls our deliberations as such:
“As I looked around the circle, I saw such a variety
of personalities, as well as gifts and talents. I saw
cautiousness as well as excitement. And yet under this
Spirit that was upon us, one asked, ‘Brothers, are we
all together on this? It will require us to be all-in.’ We
looked around as though something special was taking
place, like a spiritual roll call was happening. We
were in full agreement with the message of the dream.
God was calling for us to call all the people together,
to call a solemn assembly! Questions started being
asked: ‘What does this mean? Who gets invited?’ Etc.
etc. I remember clearly saying at one point, ‘Brothers,
under the Spirit that is upon us now, all I want is to
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be obedient. For us to be obedient and do what He has
asked us to do. For if He asks us to jump, we are not
to even ask how high, because if we just jump, He will
provide whatever height is required.’ So, my testimony
is that God is calling us to come together in a solemn
assembly. To offer up to Him our whole souls, even a
broken heart and contrite spirit. Not only individually
but collectively. What He does then is up to Him. I
honestly have no preconceived ideas or agendas. All I
want is to be obedient, and He will provide whatever is
necessary.”
Brother Kropp’s reflections include
the following: “The Friday night thru
Saturday retreat of the coordinating
council, in response to a dream shared
by Brother Richard Neill, became
focused primarily on the idea of inviting
all those in the Restoration to join in
a solemn assembly. The Good Spirit
accompanied our discussion and our coming together
and sharing one with another of spiritual dreams
and our studies associated with the call to assemble
in solemnity. This idea of God’s people gathering in
a solemn assembly as spoken of in the Book of Joel is
not new to the Restoration nor to Christian groups
in general. It is a call to the people of God to fast and
assemble themselves with no intent to promote an
agenda, nor to escalate the ideas of man nor with the
intent to convince those in attendance, but simply to
honor God and present the appropriate sacrifice.
“My testimony of this message to the Restoration and
all those who would have ears to hear is that it is given
to His people to know the mysteries of the Kingdom
of God (D&C 6:3, Mosiah 1:39.) As we began to
consider calling the Restoration branches to a solemn
assembly, the Holy Spirit who has accompanied me in
times past began to bring that assurance that we are
in a unique window of time for us to gather together
with our eyes single to His Glory and worship in a
solemn assembly.
“After the retreat, I discussed the idea with the
priesthood at our Wellington Restoration Branch and
subsequently with the entire branch. We invited our
sisters to fast with us every Wednesday to understand
the Mysteries of God. Our goal being to understand
how we are to come together to be pleasing to Him.”

Brother Mitchell shares that he
thought our meeting in December
was “Spirit-led and Spirit-filled” and
affirms that “the Lord is calling us to
gather together for a solemn assembly,
and there is a window of opportunity
open and the writings of Joel are
pertinent to us now.” However, he is
also one that did not have a specific testimony of
Brother Neill’s dream, and so he has “been praying
for more discernment about Richard’s dream.” On
May 5th, Brother Mitchell had a dream which
he recounts as being a response to seeking
discernment about Brother Neill’s dream. The
following is a portion of his experience: “As I asked
God in prayer if this was the answer I was seeking and
if Richard’s dreams were of God and this dream was a
testimony to and for me, I was made to know by what
I believe is the Spirit, that Richard’s dreams, especially
the first dream, did not have to be plenary to me to be
valid and true. I was amazed at that word for I had
studied revelation and in particular plenary revelation
and what that means as we interpret and validate gifts
of the Spirit. The remembrance of that word brought
confirmation immediately of the direction the council is
trying to pursue for an assembly.
“The Spirit then clearly reminded me that Nephi had
asked of God to understand his father Lehi’s dream, and
because of his faith, he was given his own similar dream…
that was a plenary experience—his own between Nephi
and God. But the Spirit reminded me of the experience
of Joseph in the grove, how he saw the vision and heard
the voices and instruction of God the Father and His
Son. Many have believed in his testimony, us included,
but not all—in fact, very few—have had a similar open
vision. Yet the Spirit confirms that the angel message
and the restored gospel is true. The words of Jesus came
to me: ‘But more blessed are they when they believe on
your words…’ This was my feelings concerning the
direction given us at the retreat as we prayed about our
focus and as Richard shared his initial dream.
“I came into my study and wrote these thoughts down
as soon as I awoke while they were fresh in my mind.
I hope they may be of worth to you. I believe I now
understand Richard was given these dreams, I perceive,
because he is currently the leader, the focal voice and
chair of the council of the elders, the same reason he has
been prompted to write the letters or papers of research
and instruction, based upon his years of study and
preparation concerning the Church and its history and

function. And because he is the most active and visible
member of the Seventy in our midst and has a special
witness of Jesus according to the office which has been
bestowed upon him.
“Brethren, I have believed in a need for a solemn
assembly for some time beginning with the Restoration
branches, long before our current discussion, maybe
not calling it by that name specifically…My heart is
now content on our endeavors and on the testimony
of Richard’s recent dreams. Moreover, brothers, I agree
with brother Brian. I sensed an urgency in my dream
during the resurgence in the ‘team,’ not concerning an
official organization or legal right to organize, but to
move with all diligence toward solemn assembly and
other activities already in motion with the results of a
living and moving group of dedicated people, what has
been coined ‘The Living Church.’”
I, Vim Horn, concur with what my brothers have
shared. Our time together was attended and led
by the good Spirit, and I add my testimony to
theirs, that God is calling His people to gather for
a solemn assembly. While Brother
Howard Parker was not able to
attend the December meeting, as
we have continued to meet and
pray together about the calling for
a solemn assembly, he has shared
his personal testimony and has
affirmed, in no uncertain terms, his
strong support as well.
Since we met in December, we have continued to
study, pray, and discuss together concerning the
calling of a solemn assembly at this time, and we
testify to you that our assurance that the Lord is
calling for His people to come before Him in a
solemn assembly has only increased.
In the history of the Restoration, so many men
have attempted to garner a following after
man’s interpretation of the Gospel, so many in
the Restoration are hesitant, and rightfully so.
Notwithstanding that temptation to be hesitant,
we would invite you to join many of us who are
praying and fasting all or some part of every
Wednesday to understand the mysteries of the
Kingdom and in preparation to gather together
in a solemn assembly as a people presenting the
sacrifice of a broken heart and a contrite spirit
before the Lord.
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Dream
12/27/2019
article 1 of 3
By Seventy Richard Neill
Independence, Missouri

morning of December 27th, 2019,
E arlyI hadon athedream.
I believe the dream occurred

Joel 2:25 “I will restore to you the years that the
locust hath eaten...”
Joel 2:28-30 “And it shall come to pass afterward
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions: and also upon the servants
and upon the handmaids in those days will I
pour out my Spirit. And I will show wonders in
the heavens and in the earth...”

around 5 AM just before awaking. I arose before
6 AM, and I could still recall the dream in detail.
I went to our dining room table and wrote the
experience down. This is my experience.

Joel 2:32 “And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be delivered; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in
the remnant whom the Lord shall call.”

I was in a large body of people. The size of the room
was like the size of the CPRS auditorium. I was aware
the room of people was excited because the room
was filled with the Spirit of revelation. The Spirit
restrained those who would prophesy and not be of the
Spirit of the Lord. I do not know how long the dream
lasted. Since I was an observer, I only know that I was
watching and feeling the excitement as well.

Joel 3:16-17 “The Lord also shall roar out of
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the
heavens and the earth shall shake; but the Lord
will be the hope of his people, and the strength
of the children of Israel. So shall ye know that I
am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy
mountain; then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there
shall no strangers pass through her anymore.”

As I was watching, I was directed to look at the
book of Joel in the Old Testament to have a better
understanding of what was taking place. (I read from
Joel after the dream ended.)

As the dream continued, I was now sitting at a table.
There were men of understanding at the table. I clearly
saw my son, Andrew, not as he looks now as an adult
but like when he was eight or nine years old. His face
shone with a brightness, and as he looked at me, he had
a bright countenance and a smile on his face. I then
woke up from the dream.

Joel 1:14-15 “Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn
assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants
of the land {the church} into the house of the
Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord. Alas for
the day! for the day of the Lord is at hand...”
Joel 2:15-16 “Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify
a fast, call a solemn assembly; Gather the people,
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that suck the
breasts; let the bridegroom {Christ} go forth of
his chamber, and the bride {the church} out of
her closet.”
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As a matter of observation, I knew during
this entire dream that I was having a spiritual
experience. The words of Joel call the people to
repentance. I cannot adequately explain how
I felt during this time. I had feelings of great
excitement but also feelings of trepidation. The
excitement was for what the Lord wanted to do.
The trepidation was whether we would be up to
the task of doing it. I was feeling much more that
we are ready.

Called to be the Living Church
article 2 of 3

Christ dead or alive? How can we explain
I s Jesus
the transformation that took place among the

believers after Jesus died on the cross? If Jesus
died on the cross but became revived after His
body was released for burial, how do we explain
what happens next? How did a group of men (the
apostles) and others go from being discouraged
and defeated to becoming the nucleus of a people
who would forever change the world and become
the most dynamic force the world has ever
known? By all accounts, they were nothing more
than ordinary men and women. Some miracle had
to take place in the lives of those who followed
Jesus. If it was all a hoax, why would they not
only testify to the resurrection of Jesus, but each
disciple in their own way would sacrifice their
life as a testimony of a risen Lord and Savior. This
cannot be explained away. Something extraordinary
and powerful had to take place for them to take a
stand before the leaders of Israel and the world.
Matthew 28:4-5 proclaims this angelic message,
“Fear not ye; for we know that ye seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he is risen.”
The gospel of John suggests to us that the
first witness to the resurrection was Mary
Magdalene. The disciples, along with others,
became eyewitnesses to the knowledge that the
resurrection was real. We unfairly comment on the
disciple known as Thomas. We have called him
“doubting Thomas.” When Jesus first appeared
unto the disciples after his resurrection, Thomas
was absent, but all of the rest of the apostles were
together and saw Jesus. We call him a doubter
because of his comment recorded in the gospel of
John 20:25, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
Jesus came to the apostles again, and this time,
Thomas was with them. Jesus did not rebuke
Thomas for wanting to see the nail prints. The
Lord told Thomas he could do what he said he
wanted to do in order to believe—touch the prints

and thrust his hand into Jesus’s side. What Thomas
asked for was not amiss, and the Lord fulfilled his
request. When Thomas had touched Jesus, the
Lord invited Thomas to “be believing.” Being an
apostle, we should have expected this of Thomas.
Thomas, too, needed to be an eyewitness of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, or else his testimony
would not have been the same as the others. Now,
Thomas had the personal and apostolic testimony
of the risen Lord. All of the apostles were agreed
on this central and necessary understanding and
revelation—Jesus is alive!
If we are convicted by the apostles’ testimony that
Jesus is alive, we must believe that the church
Jesus built, also known as the Body of Christ, is
alive or that church is not His Church. To be His
Church and His Body, it must be a Living Church.
The Living Church believes in a Living God, and a
Living Lord. The Church comes alive through the
Holy Spirit living and dwelling within it.
The idea of a Living Church is not a new or
radical thought or idea within the Restoration. I
share with you these quotes from acknowledged
and revered Restoration sources. The True and
Living Church is mentioned in the first section
of the D&C. Two apostles highly respected in
knowledge and wisdom within the Restoration
often made reference to the Living Church and
that the Church is more an organism than an
organization. Apostle Joseph Luff served in the
Quorum of Twelve from 1887 to 1909, and Apostle
Arthur Oakman served in the Twelve from 1938
to 1964.
Doctrine and Covenants 1:5e, (1831) “…also those
to whom these commandments were given might have
power to lay the foundation of this church, and to bring
it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness, the only
true and living church upon the face of the whole
earth, with which I the Lord am well pleased, speaking
unto the church collectively and not individually.”
Apostle Joseph Luff—The Old Jerusalem
Gospel, Ch. 11 pg. 125, “A Living Church,” (1903)
“Jesus ‘breathed upon the organism called His
Church,’ or spiritual body and on the day of Pentecost
the Spirit, the soul of the Church, descended from
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heaven and entered the earthly habitation prepared,
and the ‘Church became a living soul,’ the eyes, ears,
hands, feet—the apostles, prophets, etc., saw, heard,
and moved with spiritual insight under this baptism
of life.”
Apostle Arthur Oakman – “If we are to be the true
and living church, we will be true to love and sacrifice,
to God and His Son, and live our lives accordingly by
love and sacrifice to all of His creation.” (Sermon
Preached—The Meaning of the Crucifixion—
General Conference, April 7, 1954)
Apostle Arthur Oakman – “So it was when the visible
order of human existence first came into being. After
forming man from the dust of the earth God ‘breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became
a living soul.’ The spiritual parallel is plain.
Having taken men as ‘living souls’ and with them
formed a body for himself—his church—Christ
breathed into that body the breath of the Holy
Ghost. And so the church stands forth, exhibiting
and mediating a quickening spirit.” (Resurrection
and Eternal Life of Man, pg. 227)
Apostle Arthur Oakman – “The Christian ideal
will be realized as human beings are incorporated
as living members into the organism of the body
of Christ.” (Belief in Christ, pg. 124)
Apostle Arthur Oakman – “This Church is not an
organization of people just banded together, beneath
which you find some ideal. That’s not our calling. We
are members one of another—as an organism, a
living body—so definitely wrought together as to
be inseparable. We have very often lost sight of that in
our ministration abroad.” (The Endowment Series,
Lecture 6, Toward Spiritual Endowment)
Rick Warren – The Purpose Driven Church, Page
16, (1995) “…since the church is a living organism,
it is natural for it to grow if it is healthy. The church
is a body, not a business. It is an organism, not an
organization. It is alive. If a church is not growing, it
is dying.”
Rick Warren – The Purpose Driven Life, Page 131,
(2002) “To Paul, being a ‘member’ of the church meant
being a vital organ of a living body, an indispensable,
interconnected part of the Body of Christ. We

10 Tidings of Zion

need to recover and practice the biblical meaning of
membership. The church is a body, not a building; an
organism, not an organization.”
I mention these references to Rick Warren for
two reasons. One is that he is highly respected in
Christian circles. Two, and more importantly, he
and others are seeking for the “living church.”
In our day, we have often confused the
organizational church with the Living Church.
The organizational church cannot save us. We
do not worship an organization or structure—
we worship the Living Christ through a Living
Church. While John the Baptist was in prison, he
sent two of his disciples to Jesus with a question:
“Art thou he of whom it is written in the prophets that
he should come, or do we look for another?” (Matthew
11:3.) What did Jesus tell these disciples of John?
Did Jesus tell them about how He organized the
Church and the priesthood. No, what Jesus told
the two disciples of John to tell John is this: “Go
and tell John again of those things which ye do hear
and see: How blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk, and the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached unto them” (Matthew 11:4-5.) Jesus was
telling them to tell John I have built the Living
Church—a loving, serving, healing church.
We cannot be saved by an organization. The
Church was fully organized when Joseph and
Hyrum Smith were martyred in 1844, and the
Church was not saved or spared from the will and
design of men. The Church was fully organized in
1984 when a change in an ordinance took place,
and the Church was not saved then either. There
is only one name under heaven by which men and
women can be saved, and that name is Jesus. His
Church is the Living Church.
The Living Church is the Genesis 7:23 Church.
What does a church look like that assists in the
building of Zion? “And the Lord called his people,
Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and
dwelt in righteousness; and there were no poor among
them.”
We find in Genesis, chapter 7, the account of the
coming forth of the city of Enoch in Enoch’s day.

Here is a list of steps leading up to the building of
the city which would be called Zion:

can have this type of experience. We are called to
be that Living Church of Jesus Christ.

1. Enoch goes up the mount and was “clothed
upon with glory.” (God’s glory) (Gen. 7:3)
2. God’s glory fell upon the people of Enoch.
(Gen. 7:21)
3. The people of Enoch became blessed.
(Gen. 7:22)
4. The Lord called his people Zion. (Gen. 7:23)
5. Enoch preached righteousness unto the people.
(7:24)
6. The city is built which “was called the city of
Holiness, even Zion.” (Gen. 7:25)

My Testimony of the Living Church

Let’s review this process again. The Spirit or Glory
of God fell upon Enoch, and he was endowed from
on high. The people of Enoch then had the Spirit
or Glory of God fall upon them in great power.
Under this Spirit, the people became of “one heart
and one mind,” and Enoch continued to preach
righteousness to them. Under this great Spirit that
fell upon them, “they dwelt in righteousness” and
“there was no poor among them” in temporal or
spiritual matters. The “Glory of God” falling upon
Enoch and the people didn’t just fill their souls,
the Spirit cleansed them, like Cornelius in Acts 10.
The Living Church can achieve those conditions,
and then the city can be built. The Living Church
will have no division and no separation. Zion will
be achieved because of these things being acted
upon by the right people, in the right spiritual
condition, and in the right place.
Genesis 7:27 states, “Zion in the process of time
was taken up into heaven.” In Genesis 9:23, Noah
is spoken to, and we see this promise that is still
to come to pass in the last days: “And the general
assembly of the church of the firstborn shall come down
out of heaven, and possess the earth.” Genesis 7:71 tells
of a great reunion of the Church of the Firstborn
in heaven and the faithful of the church living on
earth: “And the Lord said unto Enoch, Then shalt thou
and all thy city meet them there {faithful of the church
living on the earth}; and we will receive them into our
bosom; and they shall see us, and we will fall upon their
necks, and they shall fall upon our necks, and we will
kiss each other.” Only a Living Church—those of
the past, present, and future who are faithful—

During the Elders Conference of 2019, the pastor
for the conference, Brian Mundy, sent a text on the
Wednesday of conference at 10:21 PM to several
people. Brian’s message was this, “Brothers, I feel a
need to ask for additional prayers. As the pastor, I have
seen a continuing to grow in the ways of righteousness,
and we are truly experiencing walking with God. I
believe we are also experiencing transformation and
even the prophecy from the opening night {the dry
bones mentioned in Ezekiel} being fulfilled. I feel
as though we are or have been brought right to the
edge, and there is a step that needs to be taken that
will require every ounce of faith we can muster. There
will be fear in some parts—what or who they will leave
behind if they take this leap of faith. All of this is just
weighing very heavily upon me. The easy answer is
just to let God keep doing what He’s doing, but if there
is something else that needs to take place, I just need to
know. Please hold the people in this reunion up in your
prayer mightily.”
On Thursday of conference, the day after Brian
had sent out his text, Elder David Joyce, from
the Morgantown, West Virginia Branch, was the
speaker at the evening service. David made a point
in his sermon in regards to Section 1 of the Doctrine
and Covenants. Brother David told the people that
we often misquote the scripture. We say, “the only
true church upon the face of the earth, with which I
the Lord am well pleased.” David reminded us that
this is not the complete scripture quote. What the
scripture fully says is, “the only true and living
church, in which I am well pleased.”
The conference ended on Friday night. Brother
Eric Odida preached a powerful sermon on Caleb
in the Old Testament to conclude the week. The
next morning, being worn down from the week of
conference, I was lying on my bed, thinking about
the week of conference. I thought how all of the
sermons and classes were powerful. The gathering
had brought many people from the states and
other lands together. I began to think about the
extraordinary fellowship we had experienced. It
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was more than just that we got along that week—it
was that we trusted one another to the extent that
there was no contention or strong disagreement.
As Brian had said, we were “walking with God.”
While I was thinking on this conference experience
we had shared in together, the Lord gently said to
me, “The People have become my Living Church.”

The Window Is Open

As Apostle Joseph Luff and Apostle Arthur
Oakman expressed, the Church is more an
organism than it is an organization. The
organization of the Church is important, but it
can only come to life when the Church is living
and filled with “the breath of life,” which is the
Holy Spirit as it comes upon the Church like at
Pentecost. It was only by the power of the Holy
Spirit that the New Testament Church became the
dynamic body and force to make disciples of all
nations.

“My people have become my Living Church.” (See
article “Called to be the Living Church.”) After
pondering that message, the Lord spoke further
and said, “The window is open.” I shared this
experience with the priesthood gathered at the
Kirtland Temple on September 15th, 2019. In my
forty-seven years of ministry, I have been made
aware of the “windows of heaven” being opened
and the “windows of heaven” being shut. A few
years ago, the “window” was opened in the
Restoration. As the Lord made this known, I
also became aware that because of our weakness
and failure to respond obediently the “window”
became closed for a time. In my sadness, I made
a commitment to the Lord. I said to Him, “Lord
if you ever tell me again that the windows of heaven
are opened, I commit to you that I will be all-in. I
would commit to do all that I could in following
Your direction and fear no person. I would commit to
actively proclaim this message to the people.” I testify
this to you—the Lord has made it known to me
that the window is now open once again.

This means that the Church must be alive and living
if it is to represent the living Christ. I understood
in my experience that the organizational church
was not being restored at this time, but rather the
“Living Church” was to be. The Living Church
“walks with God.” The Living Church is a loving
church, it is a forgiving church, it is an obedient
church, it is a serving church, and it is a sacrificial
church. It is a church that is one, because it is His.
The fear that Brian expressed is not only that there
would be some who may be left behind, but the
fear is that we will not be able to maintain this level
and will return to our former ways, such as the
children of Israel wanted to do by returning back
to Egypt and bondage. Moses was commanded
by God to tell his people, “Go forward.” As the
Lord prepared the way for the children of Israel,
so He prepares the way for Zion.
For our day, we have these added words in
D&C 98:8c, which is the parable concerning
the redemption of Zion: “And his servant went
straightway, and did all things whatsoever his lord
commanded him, and after many days all things were
fulfilled.”
Look upward and press forward. Zion is coming.
Amen.
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the Elders Conference in the Summer
F ollowing
of 2019, the Lord spoke these words to me:

In the Old Testament book of Malachi there is
the classic reference to the “windows of heaven”
becoming open. This reference is talking about
tithes, but it has a broader application of what
happens to a people when they are obedient.
Malachi 4:10-12 says this, “Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the ‘windows of heaven’
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it, And I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground: neither shall your vine cast her
fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.
And all nations shall call you blessed; for ye shall be

a delightsome land {people}, saith the Lord of hosts.”
So, what are the promises that the Lord makes of
the window being opened if we are obedient? In
this scripture, just quoted, we see the following:
1) “the Lord will pour out his blessing,
2) There shall not be room enough to receive it,
3) I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
4) He shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;
5) Neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the
time in the field
6) And all nations shall call you blessed;
7) For ye shall be a delightsome land {people},
saith the Lord of hosts.”
The Lord promises to pour out great blessings,
bind the devil so he cannot destroy the work, and
bless the nations through His people. In order to
claim a blessing, the people must be humble and
full of love, diligent, and obedient to God. When
the people see and know the window is open,
they must be ready and prepared to carry out
the Lord’s commands. Finally, they must commit
themselves to the task they have been called
to do and finish the work the Lord has called
them to do. Jesus is the great example of this.
In principle, He was “slain from the foundation of
the world” (Revelations 13:8), He offered His life
that we might be redeemed, and at the cross He
uttered the words, “It is finished” (John 19:30.)
In order to respond to this “open window,”
we must be prepared. We are familiar with the
parable of the ten virgins found in the 25th chapter
of the book of Matthew. In this parable there are
five wise virgins and five foolish virgins. The
wise virgins had placed oil in their lamps, and
when the cry went forth at midnight to meet the
bridegroom {Jesus}, they trimmed their lamps
to go and meet him. The lamps would be the

light that would lead them to the bridegroom.
The five foolish virgins did not have oil, so they
could not use their lamps to light their way until
they procured some oil, and then it appears they
were too late coming to the bridegroom. As with
the “windows of heaven,” the parable of the ten
virgins states, “the door was shut.” This parable
is also referred to in D&C 45:10b, only in this
account we understand the significance of the
oil. The oil represents “they {the five wise virgins}
have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have
not been deceived.” The promises made to the wise
virgins are listed in this scripture out of the D&C
reference—they shall not be hewn down, the
earth shall be their inheritance, they shall wax
strong, their children shall grow up without sin
unto salvation, the Lord shall be in their midst,
His glory shall be upon them, and He will be
their King and their lawgiver. This is all to take
place during the end-time when Satan shall be
bound. No wonder I Thessalonians 5:5 refers
to the believers in the last days as “Ye are all the
children of light.” Jesus is that light—the light of
the world. Those who follow Him and serve Him
are His children.
We have been instructed by the Lord to create
temporal storehouses. The Scripture from
Malachi mentions bringing the tithes to Him.
We have many scriptures that teach us about
stewardship. Have we ever thought that if all
things are spiritual before the Lord, that with the
commandment to have a temporal storehouse
there is commandment to have a spiritual
storehouse as well? The temporal storehouse
we can easily see—money, resources, tithing,
oblation, surplus, etc. So, what would a spiritual
storehouse look like? The Lord many years ago
gave me an illustration to better understand the
concept of a spiritual storehouse.
When we have a temporal storehouse, we store
items that will carry us through rough times.
In the Old Testament, we see Joseph in Egypt
interpreting Pharaoh’s dream. He told Pharaoh
that Egypt would have seven years of plenty in
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their crops, but this would be followed by seven
years of famine. He also told Pharaoh that if he
would have his people set aside their surplus,
Egypt would be spared the devastation that
would come upon other nations. This Pharaoh
did, and not only was Egypt protected, but the
children of Israel {Jacob} were protected also. In
today’s circumstance, if we save money, we can
handle financial setbacks better—like if we have
car trouble. If we have no money saved in the
bank, the car problem becomes a very difficult
and stressful matter to resolve.
So how can we better understand a spiritual
storehouse? This is what the Lord showed to me
in regards to a spiritual storehouse:
Every time we pray, we make a spiritual deposit
in our storehouse.
Every time we fast, we make a spiritual deposit
in our storehouse.
Every time we study our scriptures, we make a
spiritual deposit.
Every time we serve others, we make a spiritual
deposit.
Every time we show love toward God and love
our neighbor, we make a spiritual deposit.
Every time we keep his commandments, we
make a spiritual deposit. And so on.
If we have surplus in our temporal storehouse, not
only can we take care of our needs, but we have
extra to help others. It is a temporal manifestation
of “all things in common.” Likewise, if we have
surplus in our spiritual storehouse, not only can
we take care of our needs, but we have extra—
knowledge, understanding, wisdom, kindness,
patience, etc.—to help others. This is the spiritual
manifestation of “all things in common.” In
order for us to comprehend the beauty of
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the storehouse commandment and principle,
we must understand not only the temporal
storehouse, but the spiritual storehouse as well.
We find the two storehouses connected together
in the Malachi account. If we bring our tithes
into the storehouse, consequently acting in
temporal obedience, the Lord promises to “pour
out blessing, that there shall not be room enough to
receive it.” Our temporal sacrificial response in
time, talents, gifts, and monetary resources, etc.
is met with a spiritual endowment from on high.
What we then see is “the window” allows us a
temporal understanding to a spiritual condition.
The windows of heaven recorded in Malachi are
not windows as we understand them, but rather
the Lord is proclaiming that the windows of
heaven being open results in the Lord not holding
back His blessing, and this is because of our
preparation and obedience to being His people.
In other words, heaven and earth come together.
The “windows” do not open for just any reason
at all, and they do not remain open indefinitely.
They open by His choosing, and the response of
His people. When the windows are open, there is
nothing that separates heaven from earth unless
it would be the disobedient response of the
people. If this response occurs, then the windows
become shut, because God cannot “pour out
blessing” on us with power from on high in our
disobedience. He, too, cannot cast pearls before
swine. If He did, the blessings would be to our
condemnation because we did not deserve them.
Only through humility and repentance can we
regain the blessings He bestows on us.
The “windows of heaven” being open means it
is a time for preparation and service. It is time
to have the covenant relationship stated in II
Corinthians 6:16, “as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them, and ‘I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.’” God desires to pour
out his blessing on His people and His creation.
Are we prepared to receive? Are we ready? The
window is open.

Invitation to Fast and Pray
from High Priests
Saints of Restoration Branches
D earMembers
around the world:

and

The Restoration High Priests are asking the
membership to observe a day of fasting and
prayer, beginning Sunday, April 12, 2020, and
continuing each Sunday until the corona virus
pandemic has ended. How one chooses to fast is
up to them. There are many examples of fasting in
the scriptures. Perhaps some of the better-known
ones are: Jehoshaphat in II Chronicles 20, Esther
4, Isaiah 58, Daniel 1 and 10, Jesus in Matthew
17:21, Mosiah 11:183-185, and D&C 85:21a.
Please join us in this effort, not only to ease the
pandemic, but to prepare us for the return of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.
We encourage each pastor to make your members
aware of this endeavor.
In Christ,
High Priests:
Steve Bohall, Wellington, MO
Cloyce Coffman, Stewartsville, MO
Bill Curtis, Sublimity, OR
Paul Gage, Independence, MO
Marlin Guin, Lee’s Summit, MO
Francis Harper, Woodbine, IA
John Henderson, Dallas, OR
Dale Smith, Sloan IA

Fasting and
Praying for the
Kingdom of
God
By High Priest Paul Gage
Independence, Missouri
Priests of the Restoration Branches,
T heasHigh
well as many other groups and branches,

have asked the Saints to observe each Sunday
as a day of fasting and prayer. There are many
reasons for asking the Saints to fast and pray. The
ultimate objective, however, is for the return of
Jesus Christ in His Glory and the establishment
of His Kingdom (Zion) on earth.
Jesus is our chief example regarding fasting
and prayer, as He fasted and prayed often, as
indicated in the scriptures. In our efforts to grow
spiritually, we always hear fast, pray, and study.
So, what is fasting?
We understand “fasting” to be the practice of
deliberately abstaining from food for spiritual
purposes. Fasting is a means by which a believer
brings his body into subjection. Fasting breaks
down the barriers in man’s carnal nature that
stand in the way of the Holy Spirit’s omnipotence.
(All powerful)
The scriptures are full of examples of fasting,
the reasons for it, and the results. There are a
number of different types of fasting: absolute,
which means no food or water;
partial, which means no food, but
water is permissible; types of food—
see Daniel 1:8-15 and 10:2-14. The
Book of Daniel is most interesting.
It includes three times that Daniel
fasted in different ways and one time
when someone else fasted. See if you
can find those four fasts and apply
them to your own life. Scriptures
also indicate where people fasted one
meal, one day, three days, seven days,
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up to forty days.
Fasting is, for the most part, an individual
practice. Therefore, the person decides how,
when, and what to fast and for what purposes.
Fasting is a covenant or commitment to the Lord.
Pray about it before you start. Write out your plan
for fasting, indicating why you are fasting, how
you are fasting, the times to start and end your
fast, and perhaps a scriptural reference. Keep a
journal so you can record your efforts.
Many Saints are fasting the Wednesday evening
and Sunday morning meals in preparation for
worship. Again, it is between you and the Lord,
but in this case, the Saints, as a body, are being
asked to observe each Sunday as a day of fasting
and prayer. There are many good books on the
market about fasting. Three that I have found
helpful are: Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough by
Elmer Towns, Shaping History through Prayer
and Fasting by Derek Prince, and The Miracle
of Fasting by Paul Bragg. All of these and many
more can be found on the internet.
Critical times have always called for critical
measures to meet the circumstances. You can
find such things in all the scriptures and Church
History. A temporary situation in the world is
the virus. The real critical need of the world is to
know Jesus Christ.
A verse in a hymn states: “Church of Christ, in
Latter Days, Rise, Fulfill your destiny, Meet the
challenge of this hour, Serve in love and unity.”
Things seem to be loosening up in many areas of
the world. However, don’t let up on your efforts
to assist in bringing forth God’s Kingdom on
earth. We are one week closer to Christ’s return
than last week. Stay strong and hold fasting to
the Rod of Iron.
Saints, keep up the great work! God bless each
of you in this time of trial and assist you in your
efforts to come unto Him. Remember, He is
marshaling His army.
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Solemn
Assemblies of
God’s People
By Elder Michael Brown
Concordia, Missouri

Heavenly Father has always wanted the
OurSaints
to enter His presence, and He has

desired to dwell among them. Unfortunately,
God’s covenant people have historically strayed
from Him and gone after other gods in Egypt
or Babylon—the things of the world. In light of
this condition among the Saints today, there is
currently consideration of the need for the Lord’s
people to meet in solemn assembly, and I have been
invited by leaders of the conference and pastors
within the Restoration to write on the subject of
solemn assemblies. Most of us would agree that
there is a great need in the Church for us to do
this. However, there are many differing ideas and
statements made about what a solemn assembly
is and what the purpose of a gathering like that
would be. In reviewing scripture, there are a few
points and thoughts to consider in helping us to
have a better understanding of solemn assemblies.
What is a solemn assembly?
In simple terms, a solemn assembly is the
gathering of the Lord’s people in humility and
contrition to confess and repent of their sins, to
soften their hearts, and to renew their faith and
obedience toward God. A solemn assembly of
the Lord’s people is not a focus on what we are
doing—but on laying everything down before
the Lord. Solemn assemblies historically have
been called to draw the people’s attention back
to their God and to repent from severe moral and
spiritual decline. Because the Lord’s people have,
over a period of time, strayed from Him and will
not call upon His holy name, God moves upon
prophets and individuals by the Holy Ghost to
address the people that they must needs repent or
be destroyed.

This warning was usually in the midst of God’s
judgments that were already coming upon
them—when they would be more likely to listen.
Solemn assemblies are an acknowledgement of
sins to be collectively confessed and forsaken with
the intent to repent from all matters that have
contributed to the righteous judgments of God.
Every Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper should be
a “solemn assembly” for the branch as well as the
Church as a whole. This is one reason why it was
agreed that the whole Church would set aside
the first Sunday of each month for this Sacrament
to humbly repent and remember the Lord Jesus
Christ together.
Purpose for a solemn assembly
The Lord’s admonition given to the Church in
June of 1833 in Section 92:1d-f rings very loud and
clear to our ears today. They had been disobedient
and found themselves in difficulties in the land
of Zion. The Lord specifically gives the reason
for His desire that they call a solemn assembly
when He says: “But, behold, verily I say unto you,
There are many who have been ordained among you,
whom I have called, but few of them are chosen: they
who are not chosen have sinned a very grievous sin, in
that they are walking in darkness at noonday; and for
this cause, I gave unto you a commandment, that you
should call your solemn assembly; that your fastings
and mournings might come up into the ears of the Lord
of Sabaoth, which is, by interpretation, the Creator of
the first day, the beginning and the end.” The words
“fastings and mournings” can be interpreted to
us as humility and prayers of repentance. Notice
the strong warning that they had “sinned a very
grievous sin”—hence the need for a “solemn” or
serious and focused assembly to collectively repent
as a people before the Lord. We, too, can honestly
say we are “walking in darkness at noonday”
because in the midst of the fullness of the light of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, we know not what to
do because of disobedience and carelessness. This
is a grievous sin.
King Jehoshaphat of Judah
An example of people gathering in solemn
assembly is found in 2 Chronicles 20: 1-18. King
Jehoshaphat faced an overwhelming invading
enemy coming to battle against Judah. The first

thing we are told is that Jehoshaphat “feared, and
set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah.” It started with Jehoshaphat
humbling himself and asking the people to do
the same. Part of what fasting does is to bring us
into humility. In the face of this crisis and possible
destruction, all of the people of Judah softened
their hearts and gathered themselves together to
pray and ask for help of the Lord.
Then Jehoshaphat offers a beautiful prayer on
behalf of Judah where he acknowledges God
as being their God and both lists and praises
the divine attributes of Almighty God. He then
continues in his prayer to recall publicly in front
of the people of Judah the promises and covenants
God had made to their fathers—including part of
the dedication prayer Solomon had prayed when
the Temple was dedicated to the Lord. The king
brought to the remembrance of the people the
covenant they had made to God, as well as God’s
promises in return to them. Jehoshaphat prays:
“If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment,
or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and
in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and
cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and
help.”
Then Jehoshaphat, in the depths of honesty
and humility, states the true condition of Judah
and their need for the Lord when he says, “for
we have no might against this great company that
cometh against us; neither know we what to do, but
our eyes are upon thee.” It is interesting to note that
ALL of Judah stood humbly before the Lord—
including their wives and little children—as this
prayer of supplication was being offered. In Joel
2:16, we see that even the bridegroom and bride
had their honeymoon cancelled and the mother
with an infant at her breast was gathered for
solemn assembly. Nothing was to be put ahead of
repenting and seeking out the Lord.
The Lord accepted the sincere and humble
petition of Jehoshaphat on behalf of Judah, for
the Spirit of the Lord rested upon the Levite,
Jahaziel, in the midst of the congregation and
the Lord spoke to Judah and said: “Hearken ye,
all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou
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king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude,
for the battle is not yours, but God’s. Tomorrow go ye
down against them…ye shall not go to fight in this day;
set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of
the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem; fear not,
nor be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them; for the
Lord will be with you.” We are then told that King
Jehoshaphat and all of Judah bowed their heads
and faces to the ground, and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshiping the
Lord. We know God saved Judah as the multiple
enemies who were against them turned upon each
other and destroyed each other without Judah
engaging in any fighting. Truly the battle was the
Lords.
King Solomon and humility
We have recorded that at the time of King Solomon,
he prepared all of Israel for seven days, and on
the eighth day they gathered in solemn assembly.
The Lord appeared unto Solomon and told him
He had heard the king’s prayer and had chosen
the place for the sacrifice of the Lord’s people.
God went on to covenant with Israel that if there
be a drought or locusts or pestilence among the
people, the promise was: “If my people which are
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.” (See 2 Chronicles 7:8-14)
The first direction to all who called themselves by
His name was to “humble themselves.” In reading
James 4: 6-10, we are told, “God resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto the humble.” The motivation of
having a solemn assembly is not about gathering
to “get” something from God, nor telling God in
any way what to do. Rather, it is just the opposite;
it is turning to Him in repentance that He might
bestow His grace upon a people who have come
to realize they have nowhere else to turn and
who need the Lord. In humility, pray and seek
His face, and repent of individual and collective
wickedness. Then He has promised to hear from
heaven and forgive. Only then will He heal the
land.
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Isaiah records a solemn assembly not accepted
by God
What would happen if the Church today attempted
to come before the Lord while still in a rebellious
spirit without being sufficiently humble and
penitent? We have an example in Isaiah 1:10-15.
Israel did not know who their God was and had
provoked the Holy One of Israel by continuing an
“empty worship” with the feasts and other rituals,
“having a form of godliness,” but continuing to
live in the spirit of rebellion without humility and
repentance. As a result, they were under righteous
judgments of desolation, burned cities, invasion
by foreign occupants, and are likened unto the
people of Sodom and Gomorrah. Notice that in
the whole list of worshipful activities they are
performing, there is no mention of a “sin offering.”
This example of a solemn assembly is worship
which desires the good will and blessing of the
Lord, which celebrates and rejoices and seeks to
embrace the benefits of the Lord’s covenant, but
which involves no repentance, no confession of
sin, and no adjustment of lifestyle on the part of
the worshippers. God asks Israel: “To what purpose
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the
Lord;” God rejected their solemn assembly in his
courts when He said, “Bring no more vain oblations;
incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with;
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons
and your appointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a
trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. And when
ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from
you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear;
your hands are full of blood.” Isaiah later records
that as a result of this kind of rebellious spirit in
their solemn assembly, Israel was ultimately led
into captivity and scattered among the nations—
even to this day.
Latter Day instruction on preparations for
solemn assembly
The Lord gave instruction to Latter Day Israel in
December 1832, as found in Doctrine & Covenants
85:16-20. The priesthood was to prepare themselves
in a process outlined in verse 16. They were told
to ponder this commandment in their hearts: “…
call upon me while I am near; draw near unto me, and
I will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and ye
shall find me; ask and ye shall receive; knock and it shall

be opened unto you; whatsoever ye ask the Father in
my name it shall be given unto you, that is expedient
for you; and if ye ask anything that is not expedient
for you, it shall turn unto your condemnation.” This
outlines a process of drawing near unto God as
initiated by Him when He is near, and leading to
us finding Him, receiving of Him, and the opening
of the door of His direction to us.
God goes on to tell us that the voice we hear in
preparation is as the voice of one crying in the
wilderness because we are not yet able to see Him
and that His voice is Spirit. Then we are given an
encouraging instruction and promise: “And if your
eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be
filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in you,
and that body which is filled with light comprehendeth
all things. Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your
minds become single to God, and the days will come
that you shall see him: for he will unveil his face
unto you, and it shall be in his own time, and in his
own way, and according to his own will.” We must
always remember that we can approach the Lord
in humility and make preparation to receive, but
it is always God’s to give in His own time and
way—and not ours to take.
Then in verse 19, the Lord begins to address
specifically what should happen in preparation
of calling a solemn assembly when He tells us
to: “…cast away your idle thoughts and your excess
of laughter far from you; tarry ye, tarry ye in this
place, and call a solemn assembly, even of those who
are the first laborers in this last kingdom; and let those
whom they have warned in their traveling, call on the
Lord, and ponder the warning in their hearts which
they have received….” This gathering is solemn in
that it is serious in the conditions that they found
themselves in and that all eyes must be single to
His glory and nothing else.
Then the Lord gives a commandment to these
same laborers in verse 20 that they are to: “…
assemble yourselves together, and organize yourselves,
and prepare yourselves, and sanctify yourselves; yea,
purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands and your
feet before me, that I may make you clean;” Purifying
our hearts focuses on the purity in our motivation
of coming before God because we love Him
with all of our heart, mind, and strength. The

first great commandment spoken by the Master
was: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind…
And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:3639.) God, throughout all ages, has called people
through the prophets to repent of their sins and
return back to Him. The root of all sin is rebellion
against God because we do not love Him with all
of our hearts. In each case, if the people humbled
themselves and repented, they were promised
great and marvelous blessings. God has been
reminding us with urgency of what great things
have been foretold by the prophets that are now
being fulfilled, and that we must be obedient
to His holy law because we love Him. Both the
prophets and the law that He seeks us to keep are
based on our love of God with all our heart, soul,
and mind—which collectively we have not done.
The experience on the Mount of Transfiguration
witnessed by Peter, James, and John where they
saw Jesus transfigured before them with Moses
(representing the law) and Elias (representing the
prophets) is important. Moses and Elias stood
on either side of Jesus with the voice from the
excellent glory saying: “This is my beloved Son, hear
ye Him” (Mark 9:5.) This visual experience did
not go unnoticed by the three apostles. It is in the
love, power, and glory of the Son of God that the
law and prophets come together in perfect unity.
For us to cleanse our hands and feet is to repent
of actions done by our works and travel. Israel’s
failed solemn assembly in Isaiah was because they
did not “wash ye, make you clean; put away the evil
of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
learn to do well” (Isaiah 1:16-17.) Only when we put
our evil away and learn to do well are we assured
that Jesus Christ will testify to the Father that we
are clean from this wicked generation and that He
may fulfill the great and last promise made unto
the Church.
As we continue to examine Section 85, the Lord
speaks to us about increasing our collective faith
by helping to prepare each other. This, of course,
would require sufficient humility to first admit
we need help and are willing to be taught by each
other under the influence of the Holy Ghost, which
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brings wisdom. Wisdom is knowledge being used
correctly as directed by the Spirit. “Therefore, verily
I say unto you, my friends, Call your solemn assembly,
as I have commanded you; and as all have not faith, seek
ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom;
yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom;
seek learning even by study, and also by faith” (D&C
85:36a.) Some learning is by study of the three
standard books of the Church, and other learning
comes by faith through personal experience with
the Holy Ghost and being taught from on high.
Both are mentioned as important and needed in
learning the ways of the Lord.
For a second time, in verse 85:36b we are told
the same instruction as in verse 20 with added
points on homes. “Organize yourselves, prepare
every needful thing, and establish a house, even a
house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a
house of learning, a house of glory, a house of order, a
house of God;” In verse 85:37a, we are also told a
second time with added information to: “…cease
from all your light speeches, from all laughter, from
all your lustful desires, from all your pride and lightmindedness, and from all your wicked doings.” It is a
necessity that these things are found not only in
the House of the Lord, but in our personal homes
and families. This preparation must needs take
place before a solemn assembly can be effective.
The Lord, in verse 38, details very personal things
for preparation in our individual lives and the
lives of our families that are essential: “See that ye
love one another; cease to be covetous; learn to impart
one to another as the gospel requires; cease to be idle;
cease to be unclean; cease to find fault one with another;
cease to sleep longer than is needful; retire to thy bed
early, that ye may not be weary; arise early, that your
bodies and your minds may be invigorated; and above
all things, clothe ourselves with the bonds of charity,
as with a mantle, which is the bond of perfectness and
peace; pray always, that you may not faint until I come;
behold, and lo, I will come quickly, and receive you unto
myself. Amen.” There is no substitute for personal
preparation and adjustment prior to a corporate
experience with the Lord.
There are many other examples in scripture to
study out relating to similar solemn assemblies.
Just to list a few to review are: Moses consecrates
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Israel in Exodus 19:3-19; Hezekiah restores
worship of God in 2 Chronicles 29:1-20; Ezra the
priest in Ezra 9:1-15; and the Prophet Joel in Joel
1:5-14 and 2:2-16, which specifically refers to the
last days.
We are living in a time where we, like Jehoshaphat
and Judah, can cry: “for we have no might against this
great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do, but our eyes are upon thee.” If we are
honest with ourselves, we do not know what to
do today. We are witnessing the prophecies of the
Lord coming to pass before our eyes. Examples of
the judgments of God include: desolating sickness
that has come upon the land (coronavirus,)
pestilence (locusts in Africa & Middle East, Asian
murder hornets,) burned out cities by wild fires in
California and Australia, tempests (tornadoes in
the South,) earthquakes in diverse places (Utah,
Idaho, Oklahoma, and Kansas,) waves heaving
themselves beyond their bounds (hurricanes &
rising oceans,) asteroids falling from the sky as
if the stars from heaven were falling, wars and
rumors of wars, and we are scattered as Israel
was through our own choices of disobedience,
rebellion, and carelessness. Do we not face a
multitude of enemies and judgments like that of
Judah?
Perhaps, because of the disruption to our otherwise
self-directed lives, we are currently more willing
to ask the Lord for help. We have great need to
humble ourselves before the Lord and repent
of our sins. How would we respond if the Lord
heard our supplications and forgave us and
spoke? Would we accept what Judah was told, to
go down to battle but not to fight? Can we “stand
still and see the salvation of the Lord?” Would
we be humble enough to accept His direction—
especially if it is not what we expect? The world
desperately needs an ensign (standard) among the
nations—even Zion. We must humble ourselves
before the Almighty God who created the Heavens
and the Earth and all things that in them are. This
is the “Angel Message” of this last dispensation
of time. None of us knows the answers—but God
will perform His “strange act.” Pray in humility
and weep for Zion, and turn from wickedness and
carelessness. God will forgive if we are humble,
repentant, and full of love for Him in our hearts.

Pat Chadwick’s Class on
“Spiritual Preparation of
the Body of Christ”
By Jackie Frinsthal
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

you have not had the
I f opportunity
to watch or listen

through May 26th. You can find them at:
www.ogrb.org, then click on Videos & Audio and
go to the “Oak Grove Video Channel.” Click on
this link and find all of her classes. The first few
were live with ladies present, so it’s necessary
to scroll over approximately 45 minutes before
Pat’s class actually begins. However, beginning
with the March 17th class, all were simply livestreamed because of the coronavirus stay-at-home
orders. Also, if you wish to view or print off any of
Pat’s class materials, go to the same website and
click on Resources. You will be so glad you did!

to Sister Pat Chadwick’s classes
on “Spiritual Preparation,” I pray
that you’ll be able to very soon.
The material, testimonies, and
scriptures she shares have been
so Spirit-filled! I know the Lord
is pleased with all of her preparation, hard work,
and commitment in leading these important,
timely classes. Although Pat is teaching under
the umbrella of the CRE Women’s Council, I
know my husband, along with many other men
and priesthood, are receiving ministry from these
classes as well.

May God bless all of us in our Spiritual preparation
and daily walk with the Savior.

Pat has not only taught us that our hearts must
be right with the Lord, but she has challenged us
to be “doers of the word, and not hearers only…“
(James 1:22.) Together we must prepare ourselves
and take action for Christ in the Kingdombuilding process!

By CRE Chairman and Coordinating Council

Pat has given us four things to pray about at least
once a day:
1. That there will be a revival in the Church
2. That there will be an endowment given our
priesthood
3. That Zion will be established soon
4. That each one of us personally would ask
what we can do to help in this Kingdombuilding process.
We must not procrastinate! His coming is near!
Sister Pat’s classes began on Tuesday, March
3rd, and have been live-streamed every Tuesday

All Things Work Together
For Good to Them That Love
God

things can change. Who amongst
H owus quickly
several months ago would have predicted

how fast our world would change, being put on
hold in many ways. It causes one to reflect on how
fragile our societal systems and institutions truly
are. To some degree, they are as houses built on
sand. It reminds us and causes us to reflect from
whence our strength comes. Consider the words
from Psalms 46, “God is our refuge and strength,
a present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth shall be removed, and though the
mountains shall be carried into the midst of the sea;
And the waters thereof roar, being troubled, and the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Yet there
shall be a river, the streams whereof shall make glad
the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle of the
Most High. For Zion shall come, and God shall be in
the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God shall help
her right early.”
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As believers, we know God is never caught
unawares and that He is able to use any situation
for His holy purposes. The assurance voiced
in Romans 8:28, “…we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose,” gives us hope
and encouragement to trust God in all things. So,
as we in the US and around the world began to
experience the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the closing of schools, businesses, entertainment
venues, and even our places of worship, numerous
considerations and questions arose.
In regards to worshiping together, as the leadership
of the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
considered the question of what could be done, it
was determined that we could not sit idly by and
wait for things to open back up. The first question
we addressed was, What do we do? Since the
conference was already using Zoom as a platform
to host meetings on a limited basis, we decided
to use it to host online services. We upgraded our
Zoom account to accommodate a significantly
increased number of participants, and on Sunday
morning, March 29, 2020, the conference sponsored
an “All Saints Worldwide Prayer Service.”
In that first service, there were at least eight countries
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represented, and 800 to 1,000 people were able to
participate in the service. Since then, the CRE has
sponsored Wednesday night prayer and testimony
services, as well as Sunday morning preaching
and worship services. On Sunday mornings, the
number of individuals, families, and small groups
joining the services has ranged from 320 to 400.
Using a multiplier of on average three to four
joining participants, this represents somewhere
between 1,100 to 1,600 worshipers from all over the
US and at least ten countries. Some of the countries
we know who have participated in these services
are the United States, Canada, Honduras, England,
Australia, Philippines, Nigeria, Rwanda, Kenya,
and Germany.
The second question the conference leadership
asked itself, knowing that God can use anything
for His purposes, was, What good would come from
having to worship using an online platform? It is safe
to say that the leadership was pleasantly surprised
with the answer to the question. We honestly did
not anticipate—but knowing our Lord, we should
have—the response and the testimonies that have
come out of this ministry. Below are just some of
the many responses received, expressing what a
blessing the worship services have been.

- “Oh my! How great this is!”
- “Looking forward to future services. Let me know if we can
help in any way.”
- “Now this is the unity the Lord desires. Thank you
very much!”
- “Service was awesome! We plan on continuing to attend.”
- “This is quite a ministry. We will pray the Spirit guides you
well in preparation for any upcoming challenges.”
- “Please, let’s do these services Wednesday night as well as
Sunday morning.”
- “We, the people, are hungering and thirsting after
righteousness. A huge thank you to one and all!”
- “It was truly a blessed service. I am very much looking
forward to Wednesday and Sunday services in the future.
Thank you!”
- “I am inviting my boss and other friends to watch these
services. Tremendous ministry!”
- “My family stayed in the CoC church. We invited them, and
they have been participating in our services. Hopefully they
will come to the Restoration from this.”
- “Anticipation is growing. Looking forward to the next
service!”
- “Wow! The Spirit that is upon me! I am so moved by the
message Brother Smith shared from Kenya. I am sending out
messages, seeking forgiveness. After doing so, a vision was
opened up before me. I saw angels, warriors, and those who
have gone on before us, as if they were at a starting line,
waiting for the gun to go off like a big marathon, to be sent to
the earth. The King was behind them all. The King is coming!”
- “The Kingdom is so close! My eyes are filled with tears. I can
hardly see to type. I hope each can see it.”
- “We haven’t been able to participate in a combined worship
service for over three years because we are so remote. It has
been so great to participate in these services together.”
- “These services have truly been a blessing to us. Thank you
for including us. I am so moved by everyone’s prayers.”
- “That was awesome!”
- “Thanks to all who put the services together. Please continue!
I am thinking of other areas to send the invite.”
- “You all have done something that has been needed for a
long time to bring together all the Saints in one body before
the Lord. Hopefully Zion is our next step. Keep up the Lord’s
work. May God bless you all in all of your efforts!”
- “Thanks for having Wednesday night services! It was nice to
be on my knees with the Saints again.”
- “We are so thankful for all you are doing with these services.
This is such a blessing to all!”
- “Well done, brethren. Please thank all who helped coordinate
today’s service. A very big thank you. We look forward to
future events. Wonderful Spirit and a much-needed uplift for
me.”
- “We praise the Lord for His goodness! The Spirit is with us,
and we are so glad for our bonds in Jesus Christ that brings us
all together.”
- “Even after we get back to holding services at our home
congregations, I hope we can continue having Zoom services
together.”
- “I look forward to seeing everyone’s smiling faces online
from all over the world.”
- “I have really enjoyed the time of family and individual
sharing before the preaching services.”
- “It’s nice seeing the church alive!”
- “It’s been so good seeing people from other countries
and hearing them sing. We especially loved the family in the
Philippines singing, including the little girl who sang her
heart out.”

One of the greatest blessings coming from these
worship services was expressed by three different
people almost verbatim, “These services have
been fantastic! I feel like I belong to a worldwide
church now and not just a branch!” Brothers and
Sisters, what good indeed would come from our not
being able to gather in our places of worship? God has
taken this situation and turned it to His purposes.
There are isolated Saints throughout the country
and around the world who, for the first time in a
long time, have been able to worship with their
brothers and sisters on a regular basis. There is a
growing sense among those participating that they
are part of something beyond their local branch,
that they are members of The True and Living
Church of Christ. Truly the Lord has used our
current situation to bless those that love Him.
We all look forward to the time we can once again
meet together in our places of worship. There is
no substitute for the fellowship, the comfort, the
movement of the Spirit, and the collective sense of
oneness we experience when worshiping our Lord
together in person. While the online “All Saints”
worship services will no longer be held during
regular worship times, because of the blessings
received, the CRE is exploring different ways to
sponsor online worship services and events that
don’t compete with regularly scheduled local
services.
In closing, please remember these words, “Therefore,
let your hearts be comforted, for all things shall work
together for good to them that walk uprightly, and to
the sanctification of the church; for I will raise up unto
myself a pure people, that will serve me in righteousness;
and all that call on the name of the Lord and keep his
commandments, shall be saved. Even so. Amen”
(Doctrine and Covenants 97:4c-d.)
There is a YouTube link to all of the Sunday morning
services on the Elder’s Conference home page, www.
eldersconference.org. If you were unable to view
any of the services, we would highly recommend
you watch them online. In addition, there is and
will be in the future a wealth of information to
help keep the body connected and informed. If
you would like to receive notices and information,
please share your contact information using the
following
link:
https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/AllSaintsContactInfo
Brothers and Sisters, let us walk this journey
together with the Lord. Amen
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Be Steadfast and
Immovable

By Elder Steve Kropp
Napoleon, Missouri
he writers in the Book of Mormon provide
an excellent example of being “Steadfast
T
and Immovable,” and many of you reading these

words can quote chapter and verse of those specific
moments in which the servants of God were
exercising the qualities of standing, feet firmly
planted, in the path of righteousness and enduring
as good soldiers in Christ.
The months of March and April will be forever
in our memories as a time when our faith was
strengthened and our souls found new spaces to
invite Christ into our lives as many of the idols
of mankind were sidelined for a season. Social
separation is nothing new as we look at the
scriptures and the record of men and women who
for a time were either forced into separation or
chose to separate to avoid the distractions of the
time in which they lived.
The Wellington Restoration Branch in Missouri is
a small little congregation of believers and, like all
other churches across the land, found our ability to
congregate put on hold while the world attempted
to slow the spread of an unseen enemy. This
presented a unique opportunity to discover new
ways to worship and remain as one across many
miles of separation.
On Sunday, March 22nd, we joined together for
a conference call with not only our families at
Wellington, but also the members of Saints Branch
in Blue Springs, Missouri; the Miami, Oklahoma
Restoration Branch; and members of the Carthage,
Missouri Branch joined together for morning
worship, Sunday school class, and worship service.
Was it different? It certainly was. Was it impersonal?
It certainly was not. Was it a burden or a blessing?
It was a blessing that would not have been received
had we not been separated for this season.
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The scriptures make good use of the word “season”
in a number of passages, and I want to point out one
such passage that I used in the sermon on Sunday,
May 3, with these same groups joined in an online
worship service.
II Timothy 4:2 – “Preach the word, be instant in
season; those who are out of season reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.”
Whether we are in season or out of season—or
in other words, we are to be in His service when
we feel great and are close to Him spiritually and
things are going good, and even more so, we are to
be in service even when we may not feel it or if it’s
not convenient. In the scripture from II Timothy,
Paul was attempting to convey how important it
is to stand as a witness of God in all times and in
all things and in all places that ye may be in, even
until death. (Mosiah 9:39-40)
One sister in the church contacted me after we had
conducted two or three services—both Sunday
and Wednesday—and shared that she felt she
could actually focus more on truly worshipping
in this social separation. As she sat in her home
and participated in the Sunday school class and
the worship services and the prayer & testimony
services, she said how much she appreciated the
chance to continue worshiping in this season.
I asked her how she felt the worship services
were going and if she could truly worship in this
separated state. Her reply was interesting and very
telling as it has bearing on all Christians everywhere
who have placed our focus somewhere other than
Christ. She said, “I feel as though I can worship
better because I don’t have to worry about my
dress or my hair or how I look but simply worship
Christ.” Have any others appreciated this new
understanding? Have you discovered any new
areas of your life that Christ is pursuing that you
may have been too busy to recognize before this
season in your life?
Some have commented on the many lessons we
are learning about ourselves, our faith and our
ability to remain “steadfast and immovable” in our
faith—even when we may be out of season. The
commandment to preach repentance and remission
of sins did not come with a provision that says
“except for times of pandemic.”

The scriptures do warn the priesthood from Moroni
9:6 – “…for if we should cease to labor, we should be
brought under condemnation; For we have a labor
to perform while in this tabernacle of clay, that we
may conquer the enemy of all righteousness and
rest our souls in the kingdom of God.”
Many of those who joined online services through
the Conference of Restoration Elders, through
individual branches, or some other contact point
have expressed their appreciation and the blessings
associated with being able to come together for
prayer, testimony, and worship, even if we cannot
be physically together for a time.
“Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might with
surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at
the right hand of God, which hope cometh of faith
maketh an anchor to the souls of men, which would
make them sure and steadfast, always abounding
in good works, being led to glorify God” (Ether 5:4.)

Statement
Concerning H.
Schneebeck
By Elder William (Vim) Horn
Independence, Missouri

D ear Saints:
It was recently brought to my attention that there
were concerns with a source I quoted and referenced
in an article I wrote, “Be Transformed and Be ‘The
Living Church’ of Jesus Christ,” (Tidings of Zion,
Issue 129), and in a sermon I preached that has been
distributed. I was unaware of the history associated
with the author and his book and apologize for
not doing the due diligence that should have been
done before quoting Harold N. Schneebeck Jr. and
referencing his book, The Body of Christ.

The concerns were brought to my attention by
Brother David Price. He shared with me information
concerning the role the author and his book played
in relation to changes in direction introduced by
church leaders through the infamous Position
Papers, which challenged the Restored Church as
being the only true and living church. While there
may be things in any writing that ring true, after
reviewing the evidence Brother Price shared, I
concur with his concerns with Harold Schneebeck
Jr. and his book and do not endorse it as a source
from which to determine the direction for the
church and the work entrusted to us. I am firm in
my belief that the church brought forth through
Joseph Smith Jr, established on April 6, 1830, is “the
only true, and living church upon the face of the
whole earth.”
I wish to also clarify the overall intent of the article
and the sermon I shared. The focus was not to
minimize in any way that the Restored Church is
the “true” church, but rather to emphasize that to
be part of the true church, our response must be a
living expression of what Christ has done for us.
Only when the church is alive, bearing the fruits
of the Spirit, is the claim of being the only true and
living church not a boastful, empty claim. This is
what was meant by the statement below.
“When we, as priesthood and a people, spend less time on
establishing that we are the only True Church and more
time on being The Living Church, then it will become
evident that we are The True Church, and we will no
longer need to spend time proving we are. When we
stop seeking to be affirmed in our positions and allow the
Spirit to transform us, then we are the Body of Christ,
the True and Living Church in whom He is well pleased.
This is our focus, our mission—To Be Transformed
and Be The [True and] Living Church of Jesus Christ.”
(Tidings of Zion, Issue 129:8)
I am grateful that Brother Price reached out to me
concerning this matter—which has afforded me
this opportunity to clarify my stance in regards to
H. Schneebeck Jr. and his book, The Body of Christ.
Elder William (Vim) Horn
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Kenya Youth
Retreat

By Priest Samuel Jordison
Indepedence, Missouri
December, I had the opportunity to
T hisgopast
to Kisumu for the Kenyan Youth Retreat.

Joining me were Doug and Judi Smith, Zoey
Gard, Cara Smith, and Andrew Smith. Arriving in
Kenya bright and early Sunday, December 15th,
we headed to the Nairobi branch for worship and
a sacrament service. We were welcomed by the
wonderful people of the Nairobi branch, and in
between the class and the service, we found out
that there was an individual still waiting for the
baptism of the Spirit. Elder Doug Smith was happy
to perform that ordinance, and it fit into the service
beautifully.
As soon as the service ended, we hopped into a
van to Kisumu where we stayed with Eric and Pam
Odida. We had two full days at their homestead
where we were able to prepare, fine-tune our
classes, and readjust our internal clocks before we
headed to the retreat grounds on Wednesday.
Wednesday was full of registering, mixers, and
getting to know everyone. All in all, we had about
120 kids from ages eight to twenty-four, so there
were a lot of names to learn. In our evening meeting
with the retreat staff, it was very evident that
they wanted classes that could be applied to the
campers’ lives right now. We had a brainstorming
session where we went over the classes we had all
brought and how they fit together. Brother Eric
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Odida and Tom Okeyo
went through and gave
us their thoughts about
additional classes that
could be used later in
the retreat.
Each day was started
with
a
morning
worship led by the
young men of the
retreat. After breakfast
we divided the retreat classes into three groups.
Primary, or elementary, and middle school in the
first group; Secondary, or high school, in the second
group; and young adults, or everyone out of high
school, in the third group. While the primary-age
kids had a different set of classes, secondary and
young adult had the same classes. There ended up
being five classes taught to secondary and young
adults each day, and as mentioned before, these
classes focused on what kids were going through
in their daily lives. These classes dealt with subjects
such as marriage, applying the word of wisdom to
our lives, sexual purity, and vulnerability.
At the end of the day, we had a group activity. The
activities brought everyone together, regardless
of age, and had parts that everyone could play a
role in. Thursday evening we had groups act out
a scripture story. They were given a reference and
then created a skit. After their skit, the audience
would try and guess what story it was. Friday
night we did an armor of God lesson where each
group chose one person to be their soldier. They
then went around to each station, learning about a
piece from the armor of God. After a brief lesson,
they were given tin foil and had to create that piece
of armor for their soldier. Saturday night we had
a talent show where everyone was divided into
groups according to the branches they came from.
Each branch then performed either a skit or sang a

song, which provided tons of
laughter from everyone.
Sunday morning was our
dedication service. Many
of the campers shared their
testimonies, as well as how the
retreat had helped them grow.
More than a few bore testimonies of a specific class,
like vulnerability, and how it had helped strengthen
their faith. While not everyone’s dedication was
the same, they were all focused on strengthening
their relationship with Christ. As part of the retreat
staff, that’s all we could ask for.
After the service, we ate lunch and then took
pictures before saying our goodbyes. We had the
night to get cleaned and packed before heading to
the airport and back home on Monday. Overall, it
was a wonderful trip. We were blessed with the
Spirit in so many different ways, and it was a joy
just to be in the service of our God, working on
building the Kingdom with Saints on the other side
of the world.

Sermon in
Summary
10/05/2019
By Elder Mishael Onyiego
Kisii, Kenya
Nyabigege Restoration Branch

IS BACKSLIDING
W HAT
As believers, we have been given a “new

nature”—a part of us that hungers after God,
a supernatural inclination to do what is right.
Unfortunately, being human, we also have an
“old nature”—a natural inclination to do wrong
or evil. Sometimes we as Christians begin to fall
back spiritually or “backslide.”
When we hear the word backslide, it generally
conjures up images of falling into open, even gross,
sin. While backsliding certainly includes that, it
is not necessarily limited to it. Backsliding is not
just falling backward, but it is also failing to go
forward spiritually. If we are not moving forward
in Christ as a church, then we are naturally going
backward. In the Christian life, there is no standing
still. We are either progressing or regressing. See 2
Nephi 13:24-30.
Backsliding is a uniquely biblical word. As we
have seen in Jeremiah 2:19, God says, “Thine own
wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings
shall reprove thee; know therefore and see that it
is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken
the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee,
saith the Lord God of hosts.” Also, as Jeremiah
3:22 says, “Return, ye backsliding children, and
I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come
unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God.”
The Bible tells the story of a man who fell into this
trap, someone whom no one probably expected to
fall away. It is the story of Simon Peter and his
denial of Jesus Christ. Peter had walked with the
Lord during three years of intensive discipleship,
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and yet Peter denied Him. It is a reminder to us,
as the Church of Jesus Christ, that any of us have
the potential to fall. In Luke 22, we are given the
account of his spiritual regression.
Peter’s denial was not merely a spontaneous
response to unexpected danger or embarrassment.
For all practical purposes, he had already laid out
the groundwork for desertion/abandonment/
forsaking. No one suddenly backslides. A series
of steps always leads to it, because every day we
are either building up or weakening our spiritual
character. We are either moving forward or falling
backward, depending on the decisions we make
in our daily life.
Let’s now look at the steps that led to Peter’s fall
and try to relate that experience to our spiritual
lives.
1. SELF-CONFIDENCE. Luke 22:31-34 tells us that
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, I am ready to go with
you, both into prison and unto death.” Peter was
boasting in the wrong thing: his own strength.
Mark’s gospel tells us he did this repeatedly. He
was prideful and self-assured. The Bible warns,
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12.) We should
not be confident in ourselves, but in God.
2. PRAYERLESSNESS. This sin of prayerlessness
was a direct result of Peter’s first sin of selfconfidence. When Jesus was accompanied by the
disciples to the Mount of Olives, He specifically
instructed Peter, James, and John to pray (Luke
22:39-46), but they decided to sleep instead. They
failed in praying. In Matthew’s account of this
incident, Jesus had even warned them, “The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak!” (Matthew
26:38.) Yet they felt no weakness and saw no need
to be prayerful and watchful. (Alma 4:6, Alma
10:28) If they were not so full of self-confidence, I
am sure they would have been praying.
Often, we do the same. We don’t pray. We take
matters into our own hands and come up with
clever little plans and make a big mess out of
things. We need to call upon the Lord. We need
to recognize our own weakness. This brings us to
Peter’s next step down.
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3. FOLLOWING AT A DISTANCE. In Luke 22:54,
we read, “Peter followed afar off.” A lack of
closeness and fellowship with the Lord will always
be the foundation of all spiritual regression. In his
defense, Peter was still following, but at a distance.
He was not following as closely as he could have
been. It was half-hearted commitment. So as a
Church, are we committed fully in the Lord, by
keeping His commandments? For God says if
we love Him, we must keep His commandments
(John 14:15, 2 Nephi 13:12-13.) We need to ask
ourselves the following questions:
Are we truly and fully committed…
-

in keeping the Sabbath day holy?
in keeping the Word of Wisdom?
in keeping the law of stewardship?
to be one body? (Genesis 7:23, D&C 38:6a)
to love one another?
to forgive one another?
to keep the Covenants?
to be witnesses of Jesus Christ? (Mosiah 9:39-40)
to pray and fast?

If we are not fully committed, keeping God’s
commandments, then we are following Jesus
Christ at a distance. For any word which comes
out from the mouth of God automatically becomes
a commandment for us to keep!
For Mosiah 2:13-17 says, “…if you believe all these
things; see that ye do them.”
4. WARMING UP AT THE ENEMIES’S FIRE. (Luke
22:55) Following in the distance, Peter became
cold and was attracted to the fire. Peter hoped to
go unnoticed in the larger crowd, so he settled in
with the very people who were responsible for
arresting his Lord. The Bible tells us, “Oh, the
joys of those who do not follow the advice of the
wicked, or stand around with sinners, or join in
with mockers” ( Psalms1:1.) Tragically, Peter was
doing exactly the opposite. When that spiritual
passion in our hearts begins to die, that fire for
Jesus Christ will grow cold, and we will look
elsewhere for warmth. (2 Nephi 7:40-41)

5. DENIAL AND DISASSOCIATION. (Luke
22:56-60) Peter reached this final step of spiritual
regression when he denied knowing or being with
Jesus. Matthew tells us that he began to curse
and swear, which means he took an oath, saying,
“I know not the man!” (Matthew 26:74.) Peter
had lost all sense of reality and, seemingly, all
awareness of God. (Matthew10:28-29). In regards
to us, are we confessing the Book of Mormon to be
a true word of God?
Despite Peter’s fall, he was restored. In Luke
22:61-62, his eyes met those of Jesus, and Peter
cried bitterly. As Peter grieved over his sin, Jesus
saw his heart. The Bible says, “For godly sorrow
worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented
of; but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” (2
Corinthians 7:10.)
As Christians we will sin. I John 1:8 says, “If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.” But the Holy Spirit will
lovingly convict us of that sin and lead us back to
the cross where we can confess it and turn from it.
Remember, when we sin, we should run to—not
away from—the Lord.
So, are we growing spiritually, or have we been
in a state of regression? Remember, backsliding
is not just going backward; it is a failure to go
forward. Why not make a fresh commitment
today to move forward in our relationship with
Jesus, as the Church of Jesus Christ?
Now ask yourself the following question:
1. Is there anything you need to do to move this
gospel forward?

Calendar of Events
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Sept 18-20

Priesthood Retreat

MISSOURI
September

Solemn Assembly

September 19-20

Women’s Fall Retreat at
Odessa Hills Campground

September 26-27

CRE Kirtland Priesthood Trip

2020 Restoration Camps
IOWA

July 5-9

Junior Camp Emmanuel, Little Sioux, IA
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

MISSOURI

CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION
BRANCHES CAMPS
ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
“The Straight and Narrow Path” II Nephi 15:10
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information.
Register early for a discount.
July 5-11*
		

Junior Camp (Grades 3-7) 		
Directors: Jared & Katie Mulheron

June 21-27
		

JR High Camp (Grades 7-9) 		
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk

Grades are for the upcoming school year.
*change of date

2. Is there anything you need to do to see that
Zion is redeemed?

RCI CAMPING
Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more.

3. Is there anything you need to do to see that the
body of Jesus Christ is one?

The RCI board met June 2nd to finalize what
camps we would be able to authorize for the 2020
season. The camps we had scheduled include
Mountain Camp, Walk-The-Talk, Leadership,
Bountiful, Mammoth, Tiona, and Liahona. We
considered each camp individually with respect
to date, location, age group, and regulatory
guidelines published by the CDC, Jackson County,
and other appropriate regions. After much prayer,

We need to examine ourselves, brothers and
sisters, very well and see if there are things we
need to take out of our lives in order to be the
people God wants us to be. We need to repent and
come back to our first Love. May the grace of our
loving Father in Heaven be to you all. Amen!
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information gathering and discussion, the board
voted in each instance to not authorize the camp.
We are diligently looking into other opportunities
to offer ministry this summer and will publicize
that information when it becomes available.

2020 Restoration Branch
Reunions
June 21-26*

Our board, directors, and staff are made up of
individuals who have dedicated themselves for
many years to youth ministry. This was not an
easy decision. Our hearts break over the lost
opportunity, and we look forward to next summer
when we hope to return to our normal camping
season.

MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION

Restoration Branch Family Reunion
& Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors
of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place
Restoration School in Independence,
Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421
*This reunion will be a virtual
reunion held online

July 5-11

JR High/SR. High Camp

July 12-18
		

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7)
Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE

June 27-July 4 Buckner RB
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in
Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Justin Jones 816-588-2770

July 8-12*
		

2000 Strong Adventure Camp
Contacts: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051

July 25-Aug 1 Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

		
		
		

Camp begins at 5 PM on July 3 and
concludes on Sunday July 7. There
are two camps held concurrently.

		
		

A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a
young adult camp for ages 18-25.

TEXAS

		
The camps are at the
		Collin County Adventure
		
1180 W. Houston, St. Anna, TX.
		www.2000strong.us
		
		

*This camp will be a
virtual camp held online.

WASHINGTON

Aug 9-14
Northwest Regional Youth Camp
		(Grades 6-12)
		Yacolt, Washington
		
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

July 20-26

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helene Danicki
248-651-3208

August 1-7

Kirtland Area Family Runion
Temple Grove Campgrounds,
CANCELLED 347 Hamburg Rd.,
DUE TO
Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
9
-1
Contact: Renee Webster
ID
V
CO
CAMPGROUND 440-622-5837
TIONS email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com

RESTRIC

July 25-Aug 1 Maine Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
D
E
L
L
Contact: Richard Leighton
E
C
N
CA
207-217-8453
Aug 3-9

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484

If any corrections need to be made,
contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your
mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. All contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
There is a great need for additional help in
funding the Tidings of Zion. Tidings of Zion
currently goes into 4400 homes around the
world, including 48 states of the USA as well
as Australia, Canada, England, Germany,
Honduras, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the
Philippines, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies
so we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger
number to Kenya and the northern island of
Luzon and southern island of Mindanao in the
Philippines. The copies of Tidings of Zion are
then distributed by the ministers to the Saints in
scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If every family that receives the

Tidings of Zion would donate $20.00 each year,
it would easily cover the cost for Tidings of
Zion. Some individuals are already doing this,
and it is VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks
can be made out to the CRE and in the memo line,
write, “Tidings of Zion.” Mailing information is
inside the front cover.
Stewardship is the response of my people to
the ministry of my Son, and is required alike of
all those who seek to build the Kingdom. D&C
147:5 a.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch
news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send
to the CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact
information is on the inside front cover of each
Tidings of Zion.
The domestic outreach program continues to
offer ministry throughout the United States
and Canada. We have provided ministry for
preaching, retreats, and youth ministry.
Please contact Brian Mundy 816-668-4521
or bmundy@bradlech.com if you would like
to have ministry brought to you or if you are
willing to travel and bring ministry.

LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
http://sermon.net/beltonrestorationbranch
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org
Central Florida RB
centralfloridarestoration.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/mobile.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org
********** NOTICE:

THE CRE OFFICE HAS BEEN MOVED **********

TO 1551 N. COURTNEY ROAD, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 64050.
The mailing address is still the same, however: PO Box 4085, Independence, MO 64051.
This is 3-4 miles north of CPRS/Waldo via Liberty St. and Kentucky Road.
CONTACT VIM HORN OR RICHARD NEILL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Change Service Requested

New Virtual All Saints Restoration Worship and
Study Group and Links to Sunday Morning and
Wednesday Evening Worship Services
Dear Brother and Sisters,
As many of you are aware, the Conference of Restoration Elders for the past couple of months
has been sponsoring online Sunday morning and Wednesday evening worship services due to
the shutdown of local Branches in response to the coronavirus pandemic. The opportunity to
continue to worship together has been a God sent blessing for the many saints throughout the
world who have participated in these services.
Many who have participated are isolated, far from other Restoration Saints, and have no
Restoration branch near them. These dear Saints have expressed their joy at being able to
worship with others of like faith and their desire to continue to have that opportunity. Now that
many Branches have started to hold services in their places of worship again, we have reflected
and discussed what might be done for those who have been participating in the services, but
don’t have a place of worship near them.
In response to this need, the CRE chairman and coordinating council is excited to announce
that we have decided to sponsor a virtual group, to be known as the All Saints Restoration
Worship and Study Group. This new group will continue to hold online worship services
Sunday morning and Wednesday evenings. Elder Larry Cottrill will offer pastoral leadership to
the group, and several of us will support him as this new ministry is implemented.
We look forward to the ministry the All Saints Restoration Worship and Study Group will be
able to provide to those who are isolated and others who may want to participate, opportunities
for regular worship, classes, fellowship, and even home visits. We will share additional details
concerning how the Worship & Study Group will function as they are defined. If you have any
thoughts or questions concerning the Group, please email them to:
allsaintsrestorationgroup@gmail.com
We invite all who want to participate, or to receive notifications of services and other Worship
and Study Group events, to go to www.eldersconference.org
and click on the link there to share your contact information, or use the following link to share
it directly: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AllSaintsContactInfo

Sunday Morning Worship Services
Join a Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84821
941970?pwd=eUVFNTJBZTVyMGt
KdklNK3QrWHMvQT09
Meeting ID: 848 2194 1970
Password: 721721
One tap mobile for Sunday
+16699006833,,84821941970#,,1#,721
721# US (San Jose)
+19292056099,,84821941970#,,1#,721
721# US (New York)
Wednesday Evening
Prayer Services
Join a Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83753
705757?pwd=Y2hJdzZkeG82Q1Nx
Ti9lMk9hdlhmdz09
Meeting ID: 837 5370 5757
Password: 935872
One tap mobile for Wednesday
+16699006833,,83753705757#,,1#,935
872# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,83753705757#,,1#,935
872# US (Houston)
Dial by location (either Sunday or
Wednesday)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

