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Reminder to Renew 2022 Tidings of Zion Subscription
Dear Saints,
As many of you may recall, at the direction of the 2020 Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE), a
process was initiated to identify those on the Tidings of Zion (TOZ) mailing list who wanted to continue
to receive printed copies of the publication and, for the first time, to collect an annual subscription
donation for printed copies of the TOZ. It was determined that the annual subscription donation would
be $12 and after the initial year would correspond with the CRE’s fiscal year, May 1 thru April 30.
Electronic options to access the TOZ, such as email or reading it on the CRE website, were also
identified, and many of you elected to do so in lieu of receiving printed copies.
We wish to express our appreciation for all of you who subscribed this year to receive the TOZ and sent
in your annual subscription donation, as well as those who gave well beyond the requested donation
amount. With your generous gifts, we were able to cover a significant portion of the cost of printing and
mailing the TOZ this past year.
We are now a couple of months away from May 1, 2022, when the new subscription year begins, and it
is time to renew your annual subscription and send in your subscription donation. To electronically
renew your subscription and contribute your annual donation, or to donate additional funds for the
printing and mailing the TOZ, you may do so by going to the CRE website at www.eldersconference.org
and selecting the Donate button under the TOZ image. In the Note section that will appear as part of
the donation box, please indicate that your donation is for the TOZ and that you wish to continue to
receive printed copies.
You may also renew your subscription and contribute your annual donation, or donate additional funds
for the printing and mailing of the TOZ, by mailing a check to:
CRE Tidings of Zion
PO Box 4085
Independence, MO 64051
On the check memo line, please note TOZ 2022 Subscription.
Those unable to donate the annual subscription amount will continue to receive the TOZ, but we
request that you communicate that it is your desire to continue to receive the TOZ. You may
communicate this by using the following link, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TOZ2022.
Or, send a note indicating that you wish to continue to receive the TOZ to the above mailing address.
Please remember to contact us in a timely way if you have an address change. You may share this
change through the above survey monkey link, by sending a note to the above address, or by calling
the CRE office at (816) 836-3421 and leaving a detailed message.

And behold, this is the whole meaning of the law; every whit pointing to that great and last
sacrifice; and that great and last sacrifice will be the Son of God; yea, infinite and eternal;
and thus he shall bring salvation to all those who shall believe on his name;
This being the intent of this last sacrifice, to bring about the bowels of mercy, which
overpowereth justice and bringeth about means unto men that they may have faith unto
repentance. 								
Alma 16:215-216
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2022 Restoration Branch Family Reunion & Conference of Restoration Elders
The Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) invite all Restoration branch
saints and priesthood to participate in the 2022 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders. The combined reunion and elders conference will be held at the Center Place
Restoration School (CPRS)/Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June 19 thru 24, 2021. Once again,
participation in worship services, classes, and meetings will be available virtually. For registration
information, go to the CRE website at www.eldersconference.org. Or to register directly, use the
following link, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022Reunion-CRE.
Elders wishing to participate in the 2022 Conference of Restoration Elders need to register separately
using the following link, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022EldersConference, or register through
the CRE website.

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule
Take Upon You the Name of Christ and Run the Race
Mosiah 3:11 — Hebrews 12:1-2
June 19 -24, 2022
Christ, the author
and ﬁnisher of our
faith, took upon Him
the sins of the world

Time

Sunday

Registration and
information desk
will be open from
2:00pm to 6:30pm

9:00
10:30
12:00
pm
2:00
–
6:30
3:00
–
5:00

6:30
7:00

Prayer
Service
Worship
Service
Lunch (on
your own)
Displays &
Exhibits in
Gym

Daily
Themes

Run the race set
before you with
full purpose of
heart and
patience

Run the race
holding the
banner of
truth and
freedom

Run the race
proclaiming
the fullness of
the Gospel

Run the race
with a
determination
to serve him
to the end

Run the race
and obtain an
incorruptible
crown

Time

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:00am to 6:30pm
7:00 –
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
Breakfast &
8:00 am
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
Gathering
8:00 –
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer Service
9:00
Service
Service
Service
Service
9:15 –
General
General
General
General Class
General Class
11:00
Class
Class
Class
Elders
Elders
Elders
Elders
Elders
9:15 –
Conference
Conference
Conference
Conference
Conference
11:00
Meetings
Meetings
Meetings
Meetings
Meetings
11:15

Classes on Daily
Theme

Classes on
Daily Theme

Classes on
Daily Theme

Classes on
Daily Theme

Classes on
Daily Theme

12:15 pm

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:30 –
3:00

Topical Classes
& Discussion

Topical
Classes &
Discussion
Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class
Priesthood
Discussions/
Class
Dinner

Topical
Classes &
Discussion
Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class
Priesthood
Discussions/
Class
Dinner

Topical
Classes &
Discussion
Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class
Priesthood
Discussions/
Class
Dinner

Topical
Classes &
Discussion
Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class
Priesthood
Discussions/
Class
Dinner

Elders
Conference
Meetings
Begin

3:15

Dinner
Song
Service
Evening
Worship
Reception

5:00

Women’s
Council
Sponsored
Class
Priesthood
Discussions/
Class
Dinner

6:30

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

Song Service

Evening
Worship
Fellowship

Evening
Worship
Fellowship

Evening
Worship
Fellowship

Evening
Worship
Fellowship

Evening
Worship
Fellowship

(PLEASE
NOTE)
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7:00

Statement to Independent
Restoration Branches
the 2021 Conference of Restoration
During
Elders, Brother Vim Horn, chairman of the

Conference, was moved upon by the Holy Spirit
to prepare a statement to the Restoration branches
that contained the following two messages:





That the purpose of the Conference of
Restoration Elders is not, and never has been,
to be the instrument to organize or reorganize
the Church.
That it is time for the Restoration branches to
come together to confer and seek God’s
guidance on how to become more unified and
engaged with each other to accomplish the
work entrusted to us.

A statement was prepared and presented to
elders. After some consideration and some minor
changes, the following statement was approved by
the elders, with final preparation and distribution
to be determined by the CRE Coordinating
Council:
Dear Independent Restoration Branch Members
and Priesthood,
There has been much confusion and
misrepresentation concerning the purpose of
the Conference of Restoration Elders (hereafter
referred to as CRE) and its perceived intent
to organize the Church. To be clear, the CRE’s
purpose and intent is not to organize or reorganize
the Church. Although some CRE leaders in the
past have made movements towards this, it has
been consistently rejected by the elders meeting
in conference.
The overall purpose of the CRE, established in
1993, remains the same today: To bring solidarity
to a growing number of Restoration Branches—and

Latter-Day Saints in general—during this period of
disruption and fragmentation. (Source: Conference
Operating Guidelines accepted in 1996.) The scope
of this purpose is focused on offering ministry and
support to any and all Restoration branches and
saints within the Restoration Branch movement
that desire that support. The Conference is not the
Church, but a gathering of the Melchisedec Priesthood
to share in testimony, prayer…and preparation to
return to our branches better equipped and unified
to perform our duties to minister to our brothers and
sisters in Christ. (Source: Tidings of Zion, Issue #43,
2000.)
Without going into detail, there is growing evidence
that the Restoration Branch movement within the
US is experiencing loss of branches and members
through attrition, divisions and other factors. The
movement is in a general decline in terms of its
effectiveness to offer ministry within and outside
of the Church. While there is no question that God
is in control and will accomplish the purposes of
His church, the question remains, are we doing all
we can to assist with the work?
Therefore, there is a need for a significant number
of Restoration Branches to come together to confer
and seek God’s guidance on how to become more
unified and engaged with each other to accomplish
the work entrusted to us. Restoration Branches
coming together for such a purpose is something
the CRE would encourage and support.
In a statement to the 1998 Conference of Restoration
Elders, brother Vim Horn shared the following:
The majority of ministry from the Melchisedec
priesthood is currently being provided within the
Restoration Branches. We know and agree that the
leadership of the Melchisedec priesthood transcends the
branches and extends to the Church. However, because
of our current scattered state, the ability to offer the
extended ministry to the Church has been greatly
limited.
If there is going to be an opportunity to offer coordinated
ministry and leadership, the Branches are going to
have to desire to come together. The Branches need
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to determine initially how that coming together
will be accomplished.
A courtship is taking place. If you can recall the first
time you went out with your wife or sweet heart,
remember how awkward the two of you were as you
began the process of forming a relationship with one
another—the tenuous steps you took to begin to form
that relationship.
I believe that we, in the Restoration Branches, find
ourselves in a very similar situation. I believe there is
great desire on the part of the people, and consequently,
the Restoration Branches, to come together and begin
to become a part of one another. I believe that we are in
that awkward time when we as Branches are beginning
to court one another.
We are ready to take some tenuous steps to come
together, but we are not real sure how to do it, or if we
are ready to commit ourselves to one another. Brethren,
I believe the Branches and the people need some time to
figure this out. To figure out that it is all right to come
together and to do things with one another. That we are
of one Church, the Church of Jesus Christ, restored for
the last time on this Earth.
I believe that as the Branches begin to come together
for worship, fellowship, and other activities, the good
Spirit will be witnessed and an environment of love
and trust will begin to develop.
The CRE believes it is time for us to intensify this
courtship. If we agree that our current condition
will not bring about the vision, or hinders or
weakens the work, then maybe it’s time for us to
do something different. We believe it’s time for us
to challenge the status quo of our condition. We
believe it’s time for all of us, in our individual
branches, to engage in a soul-searching process—
first, within each branch, and second, between
branches.
It is the sense of the 2021 CRE that the unifying
of the saints can only occur with the active
participation and support of the “Branches.”
This can only occur by priesthood in Restoration
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Branches faithfully magnifying their calling and
preparing the Saints (Doctrine and Covenants
135:2b-c), and the Saints faithfully executing the
principles of the law of the celestial kingdom. It is
our understanding that the foundational element
in all of this is that each individual, priesthood
and member alike, must be fully converted unto
Christ, must have a covenant relationship with
Him, and must be committed to fulfilling His holy
purposes. Only when our individual preparation
is true, will a collective desire to be unified be
accomplished.
The CRE remains committed to working with
individual Branches, and Branch associations, to
accomplishing the above. Doctrine and Covenants
136:3 reflects our hope:
The movements toward better understanding of
ministerial responsibilities, duties, and goals, and
toward unity of endeavor in teaching, preaching,
evangelizing, and the perfecting of the Saints, are
pleasing to the Lord.
Contentions, bickerings, and strife are unseemly,
hinder the work of the church, and should not find
place among the Saints. Only in the peace of fraternity
and the unity of those caught up in the spirit of Zionic
redemption can the work of the Lord be accomplished.
To this task let the church devote its energies.
It is our great desire that one day soon, the word
of the Lord will say of us:
The Spirit saith further unto the church: The Lord is
well pleased with the advancement which has been
made in approaching unity; …and though there may
have been differences of opinion, these differences have
been held in unity of purpose and desire for the good of
my people, and will result in helping to bring to pass
a unity of understanding. So be ye encouraged and
press on to the consummation designed of God for his
people—unity, honor, sanctification, and glory. Amen
(Doctrine and Covenants 129:9.)

One Response to the Statement to
Independent Restoration Branches
As the Statement to Independent Restoration Branches
was being shared at a reunion last summer, the
question was raised concerning next steps in
response to the Statement. Below is one example of
a process branches could engage in as a next step:
First, individual branches would agree to study
and prayerfully consider questions such as:



If we continue functioning as independent
branches, what is the likely outcome of the
Restoration Branch movement? What is the
impact on the work going forward?



How and when do we become united, or one?
What can and should we do now to become
one fold?



How can we work together and move beyond
the branch level?

These are just examples of questions. Individual
branches need to address these kinds of questions
and reach agreement on them before they will
be able to effectively address them with other
branches. Many branches have not considered
these types of matters and consequently don’t
have a common and/or collective understanding
of them. We urge the branch leaders to engage in
such a process within their individual branches.
Second, once agreement is reached within a
branch, then the branch needs to determine if
and how to share their conclusions with other
branches.
If individual branches are willing to engage in
this process, there should be clearly articulated
parameters such as:



The process should be completely voluntary.



No branch should experience unsolicited or
undue influence from any other branch, or
outside influence, as they engage in their
process.



There is no exact timeframe for when a

branch should engage in or complete the
process, although it is hoped that branches
would have a reasonable timeframe.



There is no prescribed manner or materials
that a participating branch should use
to engage in the process, but it is hoped that
branches would share scriptural, historical,
and other materials that they have found
useful in their study with each other.



There is no requirement that any branch,
having engaged in the process, share their
conclusions with other branches, although it
is hoped that each participating branch would
be willing to do so.

Finally, while there would be no predetermined
outcome or follow-up process at the completion
of the branch level process, it is hoped that
participating and non-participating branches
would be willing to come together to confer and
collectively seek the mind and will of God and
determine what, if any, further action could/
should occur.
The above process is one way for the branches
to safely begin to engage with each other. If we
are desirous and willing to move beyond our
current condition, if the status quo is no longer
palatable to us, then we must find ways to engage
with each other. Whatever the process to engage
is, it needs to happen in the right way, in a way
that the branches agree on. It needs to be done
in a manner where the good Spirit can touch our
hearts collectively so we can come to a common
understanding of the Lord’s will. Not running
ahead of the Lord, or each other. It is time for us
to be willing to find more fruitful ways to engage
with each other, even as the Spirit directs and
guides us.
We must become a people of one heart and one
mind. Then and only then are we fit to be engaged
fully in the work of the Kingdom. Then, and only
then, will the gifts of the Spirit abound amongst
and between us and go before us. Then and only
then will the fruits of the Spirit be evident in that
which we do.
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The Prayers of
Jesus, Gethsemane
and Calvary
By Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, Missouri

So, what does all of this mean to us? What is the
purpose for us to understand?
There is much to be gained and understood by
considering the prayers that Jesus offered at the
Garden of Gethsemane and Mount Calvary. We
learn a great deal about what ideals and actions
matter the most to Jesus. Matters, such that Jesus
would remind us of these things in order for us
to give them preeminent importance to His final
thoughts in prayer on earth.

was going through the mind of Jesus as
W hat
He was coming near to the time of Cavalry?
We see that Jesus knew what was going to take
place in Jerusalem. He began to prepare His
inner circle, the disciples, for what was to come
(Matthew 16:21-22.) As much as Jesus loved these
twelve men, He would know that one of these
disciples would deny Him, another one would
betray Him, and all of them would go through
their own personal struggles.
In principle He was “slain from the foundation of the
world” (Revelation 13:8.) The story of Jesus, at this
point in time, in the Garden of Gethsemane, was
filled with agony. Luke 22:42-44 states:
“{Jesus} Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove
this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will, but thine
be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony, he
prayed more earnestly; and he sweat as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.”
So great was the agony of Jesus that an angel was
dispatched to strengthen Him as He prayed in the
garden. The atonement for the sins of the world
was not to be done or come easily. Neither should
this sacrifice be taken lightly. The Redemption for
all of us hung in the balance.
Everything that had gone on before Calvary,
and everything that would take place afterward,
would climax at the cross. Jesus would proclaim
from the cross this final celestial decree, “It is
finished” (John 20:30.) The battle is over, and
victory has been won!
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Prayer at Gethsemane
Found in the entire chapter of John 17, this is the
longest continuous prayer recorded of Jesus in the
New Testament. The twenty-six verses show to us
the heart and mind of Jesus.
This prayer has three distinct parts to it. As we
study the intent of the prayer and who the prayer
is directed toward, we unlock the message of what
it is we should focus our lives on.
In verses 1-6 of John 17, Jesus addresses the Father.
John 17:1, “These words spake Jesus, and lifted up
his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee…”
Jesus teaches all of us how to pray. We are familiar
with the prayer referred to as the Lord’s Prayer in
Matthew 6:10-15. Here, in this prayer, we see Jesus
teaching the disciples how to pray. He is teaching
the disciples of all ages how to pray. Jesus begins
the Lord’s prayer with, “Our Father who art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Matthew 6:10.)

We are to begin our prayers with praise and
thanksgiving unto the Father. In Gethsemane,
Jesus next prays for His disciples, “I have
manifested thy name unto the men thou gavest me out
of the world…” In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus follows
His praise of the Father with these words, “Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is done
in heaven” (Matthew 6:11.)
In verses 7-19 of John 17, Jesus prays for the
disciples. Although He speaks of the disciples
that were with Him in Gethsemane, it should be
understood that He is speaking to the Father about
the disciples, men and women, of all generations.
We rightfully anticipate that the focus of Jesus’s
prayers will be centered on those things that are of
the most importance to Him—praise, discipleship,
and the Kingdom of God. We can include other
aspects of the gospel such as forgiveness and
being one that are found in these two prayers.
In the Lord’s Prayer, we see Jesus teaching us
to ask for forgiveness and be willing to offer
forgiveness to those “who have trespassed against
us.” In Gethsemane, Jesus prays for the disciples,
“that they may be one, as
we are” (John 17:11.)
In verses 20-26 of John 17,
Jesus changes the point of
reference to the True and
Living Church, “Neither I
pray for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe
on me through their word…”
What is it that He prays for
those of the Church? What
is it that would be valued
by Jesus as the highest
priority?
I now finish the scripture.
“Neither I pray for these
alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through
their word; That they all may

be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us; that the world may believe
thou hast sent me” (John 17:21.)
Jesus not only calls us to be one, but He teaches
us that the world will not easily believe that
Jesus has been sent to be the Savior of the world
if His disciples are not one. I remember a very
good friend and person telling me that he would
not know which group to join if he chose to be
baptized. He was looking for a people that were
one and truly loved each other.
Let us look at the prayers that Jesus offered at
Calvary. The pain of the cross was not as much
physical as it was the anguish and torment of
being rejected by those Jesus came to save.
The Prayers at Calvary
While Jesus hung on the cross, He talked in prayer
with the Father. The life of Jesus was filled with
prayer unceasing. From the cross, he talked with
the Apostle John in regards to Jesus’s mother, Mary
(John 20:26-27.) Jesus talked with the repentant
thief (Luke 23:41-44.) Jesus ministered to the needs
of those around Him until
the very end. He gave His
all. He gave His life for
all to come unto Him. We
cannot give our all unless
this includes prayer in our
daily lives.
Two of the prayers that
Jesus offered at the cross
were, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what
they do” (Luke 23:35), and
“Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit. And
having said thus, he gave up
the ghost” (Luke 23:47.)
The first prayer was
Jesus interceding with
the Father, asking Him to
grant forgiveness to those
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who sinned in ignorance, not knowing who Jesus
was. Everyone is in need of forgiveness. None of
us have treated others fully as we should or lived
perfectly righteous lives before God.
The Lord’s Prayer has been referred to already,
but I will add the part on forgiveness. “And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.” Important to this prayer is
the message on forgiveness. Forgiveness is born
out of love, a Godly, agape love.
Jesus, after teaching the disciples how to pray,
taught them what the benefit of prayer was for
their lives. “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, who
trespass against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you, but if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your heavenly Father forgive you your
trespasses.” The Father will forgive us, as He asks
us to forgive others.
There is a parable found in Matthew 18 on this
subject. A man who was forgiven of his debt by
the king, in turn would not forgive someone of
a smaller debt owed to him. The king was angry
with the man, and the man became tormented
because of his unwillingness to forgive another.
The other prayer on the cross is the benediction
of Jesus before His death. Here we see Jesus,
“commending” that His spirit be received back
into the courts of heaven. None of us can be an
intercessory for Jesus since we are not spotless
before God, as is Jesus. But He came to the earth
to be the means for us to be saved. By His stripes
we can be healed (Isaiah 53:5.)
The battle is already won! Jesus is alive and sin is
overcome!
We can return to the Heavenly Father. We who
have been prodigal sons and daughters.
This message is unto all of His creation!
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My Testimony of
Mercy and Grace
By Becky Stayton
Independence, Missouri

March of 2022, Missionary Branch had a mini
I npreaching
series. During the week, I was so
happy to hear Brother Mundy preach a sermon
on grace. It reminded me of my first testimony
of grace. I shared my testimony with him, and he
asked me to share it here.
About fifteen years ago, we were studying the
subject of charity in the adult Sunday school class
in our congregation. My husband, Scott, was the
teacher. As he taught the class, it all seemed to
point to grace. That was not what he had intended.
It just happened that as he studied, listened to the
Lord, and planned the class, it pointed to God’s
grace.
Grace had not been a subject we had really
studied, discussed, or dwelt on before, so it was
intriguing to me. In fact, one member said she
had mentioned we were studying grace to a
person from a different congregation. That person
had said, “You mean Protestant grace?”
I thought I understood mercy. God had been
merciful to me many, many times. He had carried
me through many trials and struggles all of my
life. And, I believed He had forgiven me many
times when I repented; although, I had a hard
time forgiving myself.
Since grace is the unmerited love of God, it is love
that is not dependent on our works. I had always
thought those that said they were saved by grace
were somehow cheapening God’s sacrifice. I
thought they believed they got a free pass and

then could do whatever they wanted because they
were “already saved.”
About that time, I was really struggling with
issues in my life that were holding me back from
being close to the Lord. The sins of my past kept
playing like videos in the back of my mind. They
were constantly proving to me what an unworthy
creature I was. Even though I had asked for
forgiveness for the times I had done and said
the wrong things, I didn’t feel forgiven. I tried to
make things right with the people involved, but I
still felt terrible and guilty. I did not feel worthy to
be blessed of God. I just couldn’t seem to get past
this. I know now, this is exactly what the enemy
wanted. He is the accuser, not Jesus.
As my husband was preparing for class, he found
a book called, A Call to Grace, by David Nasser. He
read it and suggested that I read it too. It was split
into thirty-nine short chapters and was intended
to be read one chapter each day while fasting
from some activity and praying, meditating, and
journaling as part of the day’s lesson. I took the
challenge and began.
While reading the book, I decided I needed to pray
for God’s grace to become real to me. God’s grace,
at that time, was only head knowledge to me. My
heart had not received a testimony. I prayed that
it would become “heart knowledge.”
The book went through Ephesians 2:1-10 phrase
by phrase. Sometimes, a chapter would only be
about one word in the scripture. It began to open
my eyes as to what grace was really about: the
unmerited gift of salvation from God. I began to
wonder how I had spent forty-five years in the
Church without really understanding it! I had
not even felt like it was important to me! Grace, I
began to realize, is what the WHOLE basis of the
Christian walk is all about! Without God’s mercy
and grace, we are all lost! Why was it not the center
of what I was taught? Why was the focus always
on works? Works should be the response to God’s

grace in our life! I’d been thinking backward!
As I continued to read the book, pray, and journal,
my understanding grew. But, my understanding
was still basically head knowledge. I was learning
and growing, but did I really understand God’s
grace in my own heart? Had I really received His
grace?
One day, as I was reading, I realized my past
wrongs had not been in the forefront of my mind
for several days. Maybe even for a week! I realized
my past was no longer holding me back from
the Lord. I realized I had been released from the
baggage that had been holding me down. At that
moment, I realized the chains were gone! Just like
in the song! At that moment, grace became heart
knowledge. “Amazing Grace.” It was no longer
just a song to me. It was a reality! I had been set
free by Jesus. I didn’t deserve it, but Jesus shed
His blood while I was a sinner just to save me! I
was filled with so much joy!
I finally realized I can never be worthy. Of course, I
can try. But no one is worthy enough to receive the
grace of Jesus! We are all unworthy. But His grace
is free! Unmerited! As long as we truly seek Him
and come back to Him with a repentant heart, He
forgives and gives us His grace. Just like the father
in the parable of The Prodigal Son took the son
back, He takes us back in His arms and covers us
with His robe of righteousness.
Now, I know that no matter what happens, God’s
grace is sufficient. Not that it makes me want to
sin because I know He will forgive me. Quite the
opposite! It helps me to be a better person. Because
of His grace, I can praise Him and really mean it!
When I praise Him and commune with Him, He
lives inside me and guides me and teaches me
along the way. As He guides me and lives with
me, I have more joy! What a wonderful circle!
What a great God! He is full of mercy and grace!!
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Mildred Smith Mission
Health Center Update
By Elder Doug Smith
Odessa, Missouri/Kisumu

T

he New Year has seen some changes and many
blessings at the clinic. Judi and I returned
to the US in January, where we were able to be
with our family to welcome a new grandson into
the world and to say goodbye to our newborn
granddaughter and my brother, who returned to
the love of their Heavenly Father. It was good to
be able to encourage one another in the challenges
of new life and the adjustment to being separated
from those we love. We were just grateful to be able
to have that time at home and for me to be able to
work to get the resources we need to continue our
work here. The trip was made possible because
we were able to add Dr. Eric Presler Odida to our
staff in December. He graduated from medical
school last year and just finished his internship,
so we were able to travel while he took care of our
patients.
We were even more
grateful, and indeed
overwhelmed, by the
outpouring of love
that greeted us in
the New Year. Many
of those who are
supporting the clinic
donated during the
Christmas
season,
resulting in all of
the equipment and
medical supplies we
were able to bring
back with us! This included a new microscope,
a wheelchair, and a cot, as well as an emergency
cart. Those were all blessings, but an even greater
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blessing was that we had a vehicle that could
carry it all back to the clinic in Awasi.
Back in August, the opportunity came for us to
bid on some Toyota Land Cruisers that the Kenya
Red Cross no longer needed. They had been
used as ambulances and were stripped down for
resale. We had bids on three vehicles priced high,
medium, and low, and we won the bid on the
middle one. Although we had the resources to pay
for the vehicle, it still needed a lot of work for it to
be suitable for us. In November, when we returned
from the United States after Judi’s accident, we
had the vehicle sent to a shop for refurbishing. We
didn’t actually have the money we needed for all
of the work at that time, but trusting in the Lord,
we moved forward. When we arrived back this
time, it was ready, and the generous donations we
had received allowed us to pick it up and use it to
transport everything back to the clinic.
We now have a “go
anywhere” vehicle to
use for transporting
patients,
personnel,
and equipment! While
this was still a very
substantial cost, we
were blessed to be able
to get it for about half
of the usual cost!
God always seems to
provide at the very time
it is needed. We were powerfully reminded of this
the day after we returned when we were notified
that one of the church members in a rural area was

very ill. He was not able to walk and could not get
transport to be seen at the clinic. So, Dr. Odida,
our nurse Lucas Otieno, and I were able to take
the Land Cruiser on its first house call.

Mombasa, Kenya —
Fertile Soil

It had been raining in the area where our patient
lived, and we did find ourselves stuck once, but
a quick shift into four-wheel drive extricated us,
and we were able to continue on our journey.
Our patient needed to be seen in the clinic for lab
work, so we brought him back with us and were
able to use our new wheelchair to easily transport
him around the clinic. A week before, we would
not have been able to do this, but just when our
brother needed it, God provided the needed
equipment so his needs could be met! Talk about
God’s perfect timing!

By Elder Thomas Mitchell
Independence, Missouri

There is so much going on in terms of the clinic. We
are going to add a new building which will have
a toilet for patients to use, a laundry/sterilization
room where we can clean linen and equipment for
sterile use, and a storage area. We are also going
to drill a well (or borehole, as it is called here,)
to provide the clinic with water during the dry
season. We are collecting rainwater now, but it is
sometimes not enough, and as we expand, it will
certainly not be enough.
Another big change is that Judi and I are planning
to move to Awasi to a house right across the
road from the clinic. This will avoid our current
forty-five-minute commute each day and allow
us much quicker access to the clinic as we need.
We will miss the five flights of stairs we currently
climb to get to our apartment in Kisumu, but we
are willing to sacrifice that.
God is truly blessing us in this endeavor to share
His love with the people here in Africa. We are
certainly humbled by the opportunity we have
been given to be a blessing both physically and
spiritually to our patients and the community. We
cannot thank each one who has been a part of this
endeavor, and we trust that the Lord’s promise is
sure that as we seek first His kingdom, everything
we need will be added to us!

all the continents with opportunities for
O fmission
work, Africa is the one I personally

would have never chosen to visit. People often
tell me how exciting it must be to travel there and
see the animals and landscapes they have seen
in movies and folks have read about in books.
Indeed, many great adventure stories have been
set in Africa, and truly the people there are some
of the most loving and wonderful on the earth, as
many people in America can attest. But I was not
traveling back to Africa for vacation or on a photo
safari, even though I have been a professional
photographer and imaging professor and an
adventurer most of my life.
For me, traveling outside of the United States
into a developing country in East Africa has been
a great personal challenge of climate, culture,
food, and political intrigue. To be clear, I have
been to Africa previously for several men’s
priesthood retreats in Kenya. I have visited many
of the homes of the saints near the major cities
of Kisumu and Nairobi where clusters of saints
live and the church is growing successfully in
that part of God’s great vineyard. I have been to
African baptisms and funerals. And in my life, I
have been an avid hiker/backpacker/cyclist and
do not mind traveling long distances, sleeping
on the ground, eating food only as fuel instead of
culinary convenience, and going without regular
showers or modern bathrooms for a time when
facilities are not available. Yet each time I return
to Africa there has been some mental anxiety.
This same feeling was present at the beginning
of my journey this last fall as I responded to the
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call from Brother Eric Odida to teach at the new
church-sponsored school Attenzion in Awasi,
near Kisumu, Kenya. Brother Doug Smith had
extended that invitation some time ago, but my
schedule at the college as a professor and then
COVID precluded that adventure. But now as a
semi-retired person and with COVID restrictions
beginning to wane and being fully vaccinated, I
was able to make it through the paperwork travail
to travel with Brian Mundy who was heading to
the Uganda national church conference.
The Restoration branch movement has never had
a stronghold of saints or a mission on the East
Africa coast of Kenya. Mombasa is known as an
old resort harbor town established in the 1400s as
a part of the spice trade. (It has recently been a
harbor of another kind.) According to the US State
Department website, Mombasa is one of the more
dangerous cities for Caucasian men traveling
there due to kidnapping, not by native Kenyans,
but by Middle East terrorist groups to raise funds
for their activities by way of ransom. I was initially
not excited about visiting there. It was, of course,
the first place Eric Odida wanted to visit.
Brian Mundy and I accompanied Eric on the train
to Mombasa from Nairobi after our arrival from
the US to the coast that had an open-air veranda
to meet and worship. Duncan and John were
two of the three men Eric was searching for, and
we met with them in worship. John had been
baptized previously but had waited about fifteen
years for confirmation. After chatting with him,
we believed he had waited long enough, and he
was confirmed with the gift of the Holy Ghost.
However, we could not locate or even contact
Felix. As we headed back through the lengthy
security procedure at the weekend’s conclusion
at the train station after purchasing return tickets
to Nairobi, Felix finally returned Eric’s phone call,
desiring that we return to the city and visit with
him.
Brian and I had already been talking between
ourselves that we should stay in Mombasa
another day instead of the non-express sevenhour-long train back. Eric would have no part of

14 Tidings of Zion

that though and said he felt we should continue
on, and if needed, Eric and I would return to
Mombasa at the end of the month. We then
learned we would be waiting another six to seven
hours for the afternoon train because the morning
train was booked full. After all this drama and
waiting and waiting…this is where the first of
my two “bookend” Mombasa testimonies begins.
It begins with an Ozark bottle of water given to
me by Brian before we boarded the train and a
woman who sat across from me on the long warm
ride back to Nairobi—a woman named Susan.
 Susan of Mombasa
The coach class train
cars have a cubical of
sorts with four seats
facing each other in
tandem. The cushion of
the seats had to predate
both the year of Kenyan
independence
from
Britain and my day of
birth in the 1960s. It
was very warm, and
there was little airconditioning in this
train car. Out of all the
hundreds of African
people on that train, Eric and I were seated across
from two women who were not speaking English
and appeared to have no interest whatsoever in
chatting with us. There was little room to straighten
our legs as all were trying to nap around a small
table which was the least of things separating us
as the train pulled out.
After some time, the woman directly across from
me looked at the water bottle I had been given by
Brian, the sole item on the table. She read “Texas”
as the water bottle’s origin and began to ask if I
was from Texas or the Midwest. She told me she
was going to visit her daughter in Des Moines
who had just finished nursing school in the US,
if she could procure a visa from the embassy in
Nairobi. We chatted for some time about our
lives—why Eric and I were traveling to Mombasa,

her daughter and my wife both working as nurses,
our families, etc.
Before we left the train, Eric had conversed with
Susan and noted some common friends, as they
were from the same Kenyan tribe. She gave Eric
her contact info, and we headed toward our
apartment in Nairobi. As we got into our Uber lift,
Brian worked to arrange for me to preach in Des
Moines when I returned to the States, as he was
the one responsible for guest ministry there. I was
working to get my wife to clear her schedule of
work to go to Des Moines with me to meet Susan
and her daughter’s family. Susan texted Eric just
a short time after the embassy opened the next
day to confirm her trip to the US was on. Almost
three weeks later, she texted Eric and gave her
daughter’s phone number as she was boarding
the plane to the US so I could easily contact her.
I knew God had moved in Susan’s life and mine to
place us across from each other that day, when we
could have easily gone back to see Felix and taken
a different train. I asked Susan sometime later why
she was on that couch car train and not in first class
since her family has considerable means, and she
said she normally travels first class but something
moved her to ride the coach train on that day. My
wife, Debbie, was amazed that she was allowed
off work to accompany me for a day we needed
to make the trip together to Des Moines. She had
taken off the entire week of Thanksgiving, and
for some unknown reason there were too many
nurses to work that following Monday, the day
she wanted to remain with me in Des Moines.
In Des Moines a few weeks after my return, we
picked up Susan and she accompanied us to
the Des Moines Northeast Branch as I shared
my testimonies about the recent trip to Africa,
including the fantastic way I met Susan. We met
with her daughter later that afternoon and took
them out for Chinese food as we chatted about
families and countries and nursing. Before the
evening was over, the women had agreed that
Susan and Loretta would come to visit us in
Independence and stay in our home and booked
it on their Google calendars. I sat in amazement as

I had done nothing but watch God move as Eric’s
prediction and hopes came true, that Susan would
come to Independence, stay with us in our home,
and visit and worship with us at our Outreach
Restoration Branch.

That evening they texted and made sure we got
back to the hotel and invited us to their apartment
for an African breakfast the following morning.
We spent the morning sharing freshly-made
mandazi donuts and chai tea while reviewing my
African images and videos and testimonies with
Susan’s daughter, Loretta, before we left to return
to Independence. Right before we departed,
Loretta’s husband awoke with their eight-monthold daughter, and I apologized for interrupting
his sleep as he worked nights. He replied quite
frankly, “No, I heard from Susan the story of how
God worked to bring you together miraculously
on the train and had the chance to be together
in America.” I was stunned by the family’s
testimonies and apparently how openly Susan
had shared what took place in Africa.
 Joshua of Mombasa — His Vision of the
Glories
At the end of my month in Kenya, Eric and I
traveled back to Mombasa to find Felix, a church
member and member of Eric’s tribe who long ago
had moved to Mombasa.
Meeting late in the afternoon back at the same
resort, and after a cramped ride in a Tuk Tuk vehicle
into the heart of the city, we were dropped off and
made our way to a compound of sorts to meet a
man named Joshua and settled into his home for
the usual introductions and refreshments. Joshua
was a deacon in a local church and a sort of
neighborhood patriarch in the community. Felix
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had been living with Joshua, but it appeared their
relationship had been strained somewhat.
It was not very long before Eric looked at me
and then Felix and then back to Joshua and said,
“Joshua, we have a testimony to share with you
about Jesus.” Eric then proceeded to lead Joshua
through New Testament scriptures illuminated
by cell phone flashlights about the fullness of the
gospel and how Jesus instituted His Church on
the earth. It reminded me so much of the same
scriptures and story that Brian had shared in other
places in Africa and the manner my father had
shared with many folks around Independence as
I ran the slide projector showing the “Go Ye and
Teach” series decades ago. The sharing seemed
very successful, and Joshua and Felix and his
friend Justin appeared not only inquisitive but
very happy we had come to share.

Joshua then responded and made clear that he
appreciated Felix bringing us to his home when
at first he had been apprehensive of who we
were and why Felix would bring us to his door.
It appeared the difficulties between the two had
been mended. Then something I would have
never before believed happened right before my
eyes and ears. Joshua shared a vision, a testimony,
of what had happened in July of that year. He
had a liver ailment and ended up in a Kenyan
hospital in a coma for four days. Joshua believed
in the vision he had died and went to heaven. To
his amazement, he saw not one but three heavens
or glories. He described with detail the Father on
His throne, surrounded by rows or concourses
of angels singing and praising. He described the
room as of pure gold like transparent glass, and
the doors moved on their own to open as people
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passed through. He saw another heaven where
Jesus resided but not the Father—those who were
judged to be on the right hand of Jesus. And he
saw a third heaven where those on the left hand
of Jesus resided, those who were not the more
righteous and could not abide the presence of the
Father or the Son. These words and many more
are as close a rendition as I can remember from
my journal entry that night which described
Doctrine and Covenant section 76 in detail by a
man who has never heard of the Book of Mormon,
the Restoration church, or our theology about life
after death.
Many more things were shared, but Eric and I
cannot recall them all. Eric felt a need to record
it on his phone, but it passed too quickly. After
group prayer, we went outside under the dark
cobalt Kenyan sky and looked at each other in
amazement. Outside Joshua’s door, we both said,
“Did you hear what he just said?” This may seem
to you amazing, saints, but if you could know that
Eric and I had been conversing on this trip about
the glories and that there are some teachings now
circulating in the Center Place that there are no
glories after the resurrection, this testimony has
profound significance. In fact, some pastors and
other priesthood who are struggling through
this issue were praying and fasting that someone
would have some experience to make the truth
on this matter clearer. Who would have thought
it would happen to us in Africa, halfway around
the world, from the mouth of someone never
acquainted with the Restoration work.
It was a long walk back through the dark that
night through crowds of men wondering why
a white man was out in the city at that time of
night. Normally, I would have been terrified by
this situation, but the Spirit was strong in me and I
joked with Eric that this was a scary situation and
Sister Debbie would not be happy. I was escorted
by Eric, Joshua, Felix, and Justin all the way back
to a major road through the crowds to another
Tuk Tuk, shoved in, and rushed back to our hotel
where we had a great meal and even greater
conversation with Eric near the ocean beach.

The saga continues as my wife and I hosted Susan,
daughter Loretta, and baby Leah in our home
in Independence after the Christmas holidays.
Susan cooked some massive wonderful African
meals, we visited the Festival of Lights at Powell
Gardens, worshipped and fellowshipped together
with the saints at Outreach, and made plans for a
trip for our family to visit Susan in Mombasa to
share more of the good news. We plan to return
there to this coastal town where Eric and I can go
back and visit with Joshua and Felix and his family
regarding the testimony he shared and how God
is revealing Himself in the life of this venerable
man. We can visit again with Duncan, studying
medicine, and John and his family—paving the
way so that for the first time, there might be a
mission in Mombasa on the coast of East Africa.
 The Mission Field Around the World and
Down Your Street
Saints, witnessing around the world or down your
street is not hard and does not always require a lot
of money or expertise. You do not have to know
everything about the Church or God; I certainly
do not. The first step is just to show up with a
bit of faith, to invest your time, and to make a
decision to be a witness for something good and
wonderful. But we have to speak up, to live up, to
the promise we made to take upon us the name of
Jesus with whomever we meet.
Please pray for the great work the Lord is doing
all across Africa and in all the world. Please pray
for Eric and the priesthood there in this fruitful
vineyard. Pray for Doug and Judy Smith and
their incredible work at the new clinic in Awasi,
as well as the Attenzion college. Pray for all of the
men traveling to and fro to share the gospel. And
please pray for Susan and for Joshua. Eric and I
both believe they may be the keys to opening the
door to a greater work of the Restoration church
in Mombasa.
Godspeed, saints, in all your journeyings during
these trying times. Trust in the Lord. His arm is
long to reach deep into your lives and into the
lives of those around us. He is mighty to save.

A Journey
of Outreach
Ministry for
our Lord,
Jesus Christ,
January 2022

Elder John F. Eichhorn

By Elder John F. Eichhorn
and Elder Eric Woolery
Elder Eric Woolery

of Jesus is always present in our lives. He
T heislove
always preparing His ministry (priesthood)

for something beneficial for His Kingdom. He, in
His marvelous way, has placed upon my heart the
need to give ministry to the scattered Saints. He has
opened many doors for outreach in past years. It
was in June last year (2021) at the CRE Conference
that a Domestic Outreach program was established
to bring ministry to the Saints throughout the
United States of America and Canada. At our
July and August meeting, we arbitrarily divided
the USA and Canada into nine geographic areas.
I selected to serve the southeastern states, which
included Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.
The Lord blessed me in writing a letter of
introduction which was sent to 150 Saints. It stated
my desire to share my love for the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and the many testimonies I have received
over my eighty years that I might strengthen the
faith of the Saints for the days that are before us.
The letter was well-received, and many of the
Saints wrote or called back, inviting myself and
a team member to visit. After much prayer and
preparation, Eric Woolery and I began our trip to
Alabama on January 13th, to return January 27th.
Words are inadequate to describe the blessings
God had in store for us.
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We started with several names of families in Mobile,
Alabama, who invited us to stay in their homes. Our
first three days were spent in the home of George
and Camille Givens. We basked in the Holy Spirit.
The first evening we met their daughter, Carrie, her
husband, Jason, and daughters Molly (age 11) and
Emma (age 4.) The entire weekend was sharing
faith-built testimonies, the prophetic insights and
warnings given by the Lord to our Patriarch Mike
Ballantyne, and the promise of the Millennial Reign.
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was observed
Sunday morning and two received administration
of healings. Tears and hugs expressed our love for
these beautiful Saints.
Our next visit was just as blessed as the one we left.
Our Brother George (Sunny) Goff and his wife, Jean,
greeted us. Sunny and I enjoyed a mutual interest,
that of teaching Industrial Arts, now retired.
Sunny, an elder, and Jean shared about their ministry
in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. Their bond in Christ’s love was just
as genuine as it was in the first home we visited.
These Saints feel rejected because of the doctrine
of the Community of Christ. Their doctrine is not
relevant to the Old Jerusalem Gospel of which
many of the brothers and sisters grew up knowing.
Sunny, Eric, and I made many home visits during
the days and evenings we were in their home.
I will share briefly two blessings we received while
staying with Sunny:
1. I called Brother Charles to make an appointment
for a visit. He hung up the phone on me. A little
time later, Sunny called Charles again, giving him
more detail of the visit. He refused again. Monday
morning at 9 am, Sunny received a call from Charles
asking the three of us to come over for a visit. Upon
arriving, we met Charles and his wife, Anna Mae.
He, at the age of ninety-three, began sharing with
us his military experiences in the US Navy. Our
conversation moved to his priesthood. He began
telling us of many of his former experiences living
in Texas over a period of thirty years. He traveled
on witnessing weekends with Apostle Ed Barlow.
Then his voice cracked as he shared his morning
experience. He went for his usual morning walk,
and when he looked up into the blue sky, the Spirit
rested upon him and he knew he needed our visit.
All he could talk about was how he was being
blessed by the Lord. He said, “I haven’t felt this

18 Tidings of Zion

Spirit for so long.” Then he asked for administration
for his health, and his wife also asked for a similar
administration. He repeated again how much he
felt the love of the Lord. How blessed we were in
that loving experience.
2. During our stay with Sunny and Jean, doors
of other Saints opened up to us. The outpouring
of the Spirit was beyond expression. Wednesday
afternoon the three of us traveled to Vancleave,
Mississippi. We met with Presiding Elder Steve
Goff, a nephew to Sunny, and Elder Wake
Inabinette. The church facility seats 400 Saints. The
signs leading to the church through the scattered
country community read the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. The Community
of Christ sign has been removed from the church.
These gathered Saints reach out in this community,
witnessing the Old Jerusalem Gospel. Many folks
from other denominations have the elders preside
over the funerals of their loved ones. Wake recently
preached from his lakeside dock located in the
harbor where many boats filled with people and
fishermen gathered around to hear the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. FIVE baptisms resulted from that
day’s experiences. They preach from the THREE
STANDARD BOOKS of Scripture with authority,
without apology. They invited Eric and I to come
back and preach and share our testimonies.
We said our goodbyes to Sunny and Jean with the
promise to return. Eric and I then drove to Pensacola,
Florida. Sunny gave us several contacts to visit
upon arrival. We made a phone call to Darrell and
Donna Kelly. They invited us to stay in their home.
Again, the Spirit of Christ went before us. In four
days, we visited in many homes from three to four
hours per visit, sharing the love of Jesus. Darrell and
Donna attend the Community of Christ Church in
Navarre, Florida. This congregation is struggling.
Their history and background in the Gospel was
taught in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints. Their church building sits on
a million-and-a-half-dollar property on the Gulf of
Mexico. Like many other churches, their deed is in
the hands of the World Church. This is a dilemma
for our brothers and sisters. The Kelly’s, Eric,
and I spent hours with these brothers and sisters,
searching the Scriptures, sharing, and listening to
the testimonies of deeply concerned Saints. These
brothers and sisters made a covenant in baptism as
we have. They are searching for direction. My eyes

and heart were opened with compassion. Many
of these Saints have been forgotten who remained
with the Community of Christ but who believed in
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints yet do not have a clear understanding of
the Restored Church of Jesus Christ. They need our
love, our testimonies, and our prayers, but more
than this, they need us to communicate with them.
Eric and I experienced a love and bonding with
these Saints. We did not pursue the differences but
focused on what God had invested in us as sinners
and how He draws us to become one in Him. Eric
and I, Darrell and Donna, as well as others, found
a new expression of God’s love as we bonded
together. This came by asking questions, sharing
Scriptures, and praying for each other. God so
graciously attended all of us. Our eyes, our hearts,
and our minds were opened to a new dimension of
His love.

GOD’S
LOVE

On the last Sunday of our visit to Florida, I was
the guest speaker for the Pensacola Restoration
Branch located in Pace, Florida. There, my brothers
and sisters and I met in the home of Carmen
Trampler. Approximately fifteen Saints were in
attendance. Several families were out with COVID.
After a lovely meal, we shared testimonies and the
Lord’s concerns and warnings for His people to be
prepared for the hard times ahead of us.
Leaving Florida, we traveled back to Alabama,
making visits in Troy, Montgomery, Birmingham,
Huntington, and Hartselle, Alabama. Our last
stop was in Nashville, Tennessee. The Saints were
awesome to provide meals and an overnight
sleeping quarters.
Before closing this article, Eric and I want to share
the love and sacrifice Donna and Rita gave that
our trip was possible. Without their consent and
willingness to take care of our homes, we would
have not had the liberty to provide the ministry
required of us.
A word of gratitude must go out to Paul Ludy for
his faithfulness in providing Church materials to
these separated Saints.
As it is stated in 3 Nephi 2: 97, “Behold I (John and
Eric) am a disciple of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
I (John and Eric) have been called of him to declare
his word among his people, that they might have
everlasting life.”

By Dylan Lavigne
Odessa, Missouri
February, 2022

L

ate into the night,
I ponder on the day;
I think about the times when I
Had wandered from God’s way.

When Christ was hung on Hill Calvary,
And His blood began to spill,
God was there to catch every
Drop that touched that hill.

Perhaps a stolen bite to eat,
An instigating smile.
“Small things,” you say, “it’s no big feat.”
But small things add up after a while.

God had a plan in mind,
A special one by far.
A plan that every man shall find
At God’s great judgment bar.

When an artist makes a painting
He must keep his eye on the goal.
He must keep his focus from fainting
With his heart, might, mind, and soul.

God will open up a book,
By name, The Book of Life.
I will see my name and below it look,
At my many times of strife.

We, just like the artist,
Must be careful in all we do.
For just one little drop of paint,
Then things get bad for you.

I will look with anticipation
Through eyes all filled with tears.
“This must mean damnation!”
And I am overcome with fears.

As careful as I try to be,
I still make big mistakes.
That’s when Jesus comes to me
He reaches, and my hand he takes.

Beside me stands the Master,
And he asks to see the book.
My heart beats somewhat faster
As His face has changed its look.

When I sit in bed and ponder and think
On the things I’ve done both good and bad,
I feel my heart begin to sink,
When I know I’ve made God sad.

He seemed to have a smile,
As He grabbed a writing brush.
He dipped it in a vile,
And the Heavens seemed to hush.

I can see Him now, sitting
On His Mighty Throne so high,
Weeping, wailing, for my sake.
A terrible, pitiful cry!

He gave me back the book and said,
“Come and follow me.”
He led me through God’s glorious gate,
So beautiful to see!

And Jesus, on his right-hand side,
Tears streaming down his cheeks.
Not long ago He came and died,
And suffered many weeks.

“Well done, my faithful servant,”
He said as He smiled to me.
“Thou hast been strong and observant,
“In God’s Glory shalt thou be.”

Such tumult happens when I do wrong,
Such awful, deep despair!
But angels take up joyous song,
Because this the Lamb repairs.
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2022 January
Priesthood and
Men’s Retreat

Spirit that we are transformed into the image of
the Lord Jesus—and section 50 says and it grows,
“brighter and brighter, until the perfect day.”

By Elder Vim Horn
Independence, Missouri

year, 120 men—mostly priesthood
T hismembers,
but not all, mostly adults, but not
all—met together in person (81) and virtually (39)
through Zoom to gain a better appreciation of
what it means to become Perfect and Upright Men
of God. The primary scripture for the retreat was
Psalm 37:37, “Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright, for the end of that man is peace.” The retreat
took place at the Church of Jesus Christ Oak Grove
Restoration Branch, the evening of January 21st
and Saturday the 22nd from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm.
Friday evening began with worship. Brother
Aaron Rhoads invited those present to come
apart and focus their eyes solely on their Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Through the reading of
scripture and the sharing of selected music, a firm
foundation was laid for the class that evening.
The Friday evening
class
was
taught
by Brother Chuck
Miller. He shared
with the brethren that
perfection comes only
by and through the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
At one point Brother
Miller asked, “What
do we need to do to
be perfected?” His unequivocal response to the
question throughout the class included, “Well,
we need more of the Holy Spirit; we need to be
filled with that light that will cleanse us. We need
to awaken to our sense of duty…It is through the
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Saturday morning began with worship. Brother
Steve Bohall, presiding, started by acknowledging
his status before Christ and invited the brethren to
consider theirs. He stated, “But I am imperfect; I
am not what the Master would desire of me, and
I would invite you to consider your own presence
before Him.” He used the example of the tuning
of a piano to point out the challenge of what it
takes to achieve perfection for our lives. For our
lives to be in consonance with the intent of our
Creator. At one point, Brother Steve offered this
encouragement: “The Lord accepts our humble
service, but He invites us to greater things.” After
the singing of a hymn, he invited the brethren to
offer prayers for the day’s activities, to become
more perfect in God’s sight, and for the mending
of the imperfections in their lives.
The first class of the
morning,
taught
by Brother Charlie
Booth, focused on
the
understanding
that perfection does
not come by the Law.
He shared that while
perfection does not
come by the Law, in
our quest for what it
takes to be perfect, there are rules and laws to be
followed that will guide us on our quest. Much
discussion ensued during the class as Brother
Booth encouraged the men to share. He finished

by referring the brethren to a number of scriptures
for their consideration in relation to the question,
Can we be content with our defined level of perfection?
The next class
topic,
Perfect
as the Master,
was taught by
Brother Mark
Bendorf.
He
started
by
asking
those
gathered
to
share what the
word
master
means to them.
After some discussion, he identified Christ met all
four aspects of master: ruler/Lord, owner, teacher,
and one deserving respect, and thus is deserving
the title of Master. Brother Bendorf pointed out
that we are not the source of perfection, but that
we are called to reflect the perfection of the Master
in our lives. To illustrate, he shared that we are to
be like a Moon, reflecting the perfect light of the
SON. He emphasized that we are not, and never
will be, able to perfect ourselves. He shared that
Christ, the Master, was obedient in every way and
gave God all the honor and glory due to Him. If
we are to be perfect as the Master, we too must do
what He did. We must be obedient and give God
all the honor and glory as well.
Brother Tom Mitchell
taught the final class
of the morning. The
focus of the class was
Perfect Love Casteth
Out Fear, as reflected
in I John 4:16-21
and Moroni 8:18.
He began by asking,
“Are we holy men?”
He
shared
some
thoughts regarding this question and raised three
additional questions for consideration: 1. How
close are we in our daily walk with Jesus? 2. How
much has perfect love moved us toward being

a perfect man, a holy man? 3. How much does
pride still penetrate our patterns of behavior and
our intentions to be more obedient and loving?
He shared that as men of God, we still allow the
world and our own desires and fears to divide us.
He emphasized the need for us to become one and
shared that the best way to prepare for the great
task of becoming one is through perfect love.
Brother Mitchell then asked the men to respond
to two questions: What do we love? and What do we
fear? Numerous responses to both questions were
received and discussed. He then emphasized that
the defining attribute to address our fears is love.
He said that “true love—the love we have for the
Lord and for each other—is the only thing that
will cast out fear…the only thing, the only power,
that will free us from fear.” In closing, Brother
Mitchell, with the use of D&C 2:3c, emphasized
that we should not fear man more than God, and
if we faithfully depend on the perfect love of our
Heavenly Father, He will extend His arm and
support us, and we need not fear anymore.
After lunch, Brother Shaun Turner began the final
session of the day by asking these questions: Has
He (God) given us the tools necessary to accomplish
the task of being perfect? Has He provided us every
opportunity to fulfill the commandment? Or is it a
commandment that really can’t be fulfilled? Brother
Turner then responded to these questions with
this: Why would a God that loves us ask us to do
something that was impossible? The answer is, He
doesn’t.
He then summarized some of what had been
shared during the retreat in the classes. He shared
that in the beginning, when God created us, we
were created in His image and we were perfectly
created, which included the gift of agency. That
when we chose disobedience as our way, and fell
from our created state of perfection, God’s love for
His creation was such that He established the way
and the means for us to return into His presence
in our created state of perfection. The way, of
course, was through Jesus Christ, the Master, who
was perfect in every regard. He paid the price and
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Women’s Council Winter
Gathering
By Jackie Frinsthal
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

demonstrated the way for our return to perfection.
The means for our return to a state of perfection
is the gift of the Holy Ghost, as we accept Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior and covenant to live
righteous lives. If we do these things, we need not
fear, For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but
of power and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy
1:7.)
Brother Turner then asked the brethren to
identify the barriers and hindrances to the goal
of perfection in their lives and share what action
they would take to address them. He asked the
brethren to take a risk and share that they might
draw closer together. He talked about the need for
the brethren to support one another. Numerous
actions to address barriers and hindrances to
perfection were shared by those present.
To view or listen to the entire proceedings of the
retreat, go to Priesthood and Men’s Retreat, January
21 & 22, 2022, on the home page of the CRE
website and select video or audio recordings:
www.eldersconference.org.
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Restoration Women’s Council held its
T heannual
winter gathering on Saturday,

February 5, 2022, from 9 am to noon, at Missionary
Restoration Branch. The theme of the gathering
was “My Vessel is His” and our two main speakers
were Rachel Miller and Jennifer Schrunk. Each
shared their personal testimonies of God’s love
and mercy in their lives and how we can become
“new vessels” in Him. Elder Shaun Turner
presided over the gathering and challenged all of
the ladies present to keep our vessels filled and
overflowing with the Holy Spirit.

We were then asked to write any prayer concerns
we had on a card, and then these were passed out
among the ladies so that we, as sisters in Christ,
could pray for one another. Isn’t that what Zion is
all about?
This was followed by
a delicious soup and
salad luncheon provided
by the Council and
the Missionary Branch
ladies. A big THANKS
to everyone involved.
There was a good Spirit
present, and it was a great
way to spend a Saturday
morning.

Following is a list of Spring Classes the Restoration
Women’s Council is sponsoring. They are all being
livestreamed through the Oak Grove Restoration
Branch beginning March 8th and ending May
24th.

Restoration Women’s Council
2022 Spring Classes
The Restoration Women’s Council will once again
be sponsoring three months of spring classes.
They will begin on March 8th and go through
May 24th. A variety of speakers will be sharing
topics based on the Words of the Apostles and
Prophets. The classes will be shared via Oak
Grove Restoration’s livestream. The link is listed
below. The livestream classes will begin at 10 a.m.
If for some reason we have to record any of the
classes, we will be updating the table below with
that information via our Facebook page as well as
the CRE (Council of Restoration Elders) website.
The Council prays that you will be filled with the
Lord’s Spirit as you listen to these women share
what the Lord has placed upon their heart. Many
blessings to each of you!
Oak Grove’s livestream link:
https://livestream.com/accounts/
4027297?query=Oak%20Grove%20
Restoration&cat=account
CRE website:
https://www.eldersconference.org/
Women-s-Ministry.php
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FASTING

By Elder Bob Immer
Napoleon, Missouri

about His (supposed) lack of recognition of their
show of obedience. Isaiah condemns the people
for their pretense of being faithful, humble, and
repentant. He then lists many of the behaviors
they could be demonstrating:
“Loose the bands of wickedness.”
“Undo the heavy burdens.”
“Let the oppressed go free.”
“Break every yoke.”

has been practiced in many different
F asting
nations and cultures around the world for

“Deal thy bread to the hungry.”

a very long time. This fasting has customarily
consisted of abstaining from food and sometimes
from other activities. In a dictionary, the primary
definitions for FAST and FASTING are: firm, solid,
firmly fixed, close, tight, adhering. Last on the list
of those definitions was abstinence from food for
religious purposes. There are many references
to fasting in the Scriptures. Most do not define
fasting, but all emphasize the vital importance
of fasting. Some instances of fasting in the Bible
are in the book of Matthew. In verse 6:18, Jesus
admonished his disciples not to make a show of
their fasting. In Matthew 17:1921, He instructed His disciples
after they had failed to cast out
a devil and He had succeeded,
“Howbeit, this kind goeth not
out but by prayer and fasting.”
Jesus fasted in the wilderness.
(Matthew 4:1-2)

“When thou seest the naked that thou cover him.”

A few years ago, in reading
the Bible (I finally, in old age,
started reading Scripture daily,) I
“discovered” something in Isaiah
58, something I had not noticed
before. I believe that Isaiah 58
tells us all we need to know about
FASTING. He is speaking to the
Israelites, the “chosen people.”
He chides them for expressing their belief in God
but not living according to His commandments.
He reprimands them for complaining to God
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“Bring the poor that are cast out to thy house.”
“Hide not thyself from thy own flesh.”
He then told them (Isaiah 58:8-14) of the rewards
that would be theirs if they would abide by His
instructions for fasting. Verses 8-9 in particular:
“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,
and thine health shall spring forth speedily; and
thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory
of the Lord shall be thy rearward.” (“Rearward”
means all around.) “Then shalt thou call, and the
Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry,
and he shall say, Here I am. If
thou take away from the midst of
thee the yoke, the putting forth of
the finger, and speaking vanity;”
Then verse 14 concludes Isaiah
58 with this promise: “Then shalt
thou delight thyself in the Lord;
and I will cause thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of
Jacob thy father; for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.”
You will notice as you read Isaiah
58 that there is no mention of
abstaining from food or anything
else. Isaiah’s counsel brings to
mind God’s covenant with Noah in Genesis 9:21,
“…the everlasting covenant, which I made unto
thy father Enoch; that, when men should keep all

my commandments, Zion should again come on
the earth, the city of Enoch which I have caught
up unto myself.”
This is simply a covenant and commandment
of how people should live their lives and of
the blessings available when they keep the
commandments.
In the Book of Mormon, Mosiah 1:58-59, King
Benjamin gives detailed instruction, much like
Isaiah’s: “And secondly: he doth require that
ye should do as he hath commanded you, for
which if ye do, he doth immediately bless you;
and therefore, he hath paid you. And ye are still
indebted unto him; and are, and will be, for ever
and ever; therefore, of what have ye to boast?”
Simply stated, he’s saying, “Do what I (the Lord)
say and you will be blessed.”
For many years, I “fasted” the morning meal
on Sundays. This was my custom and habit; it
became routine. I finally realized that skipping
Sunday breakfast was not doing me or anyone
else any good: it was merely a routine. Abstaining
from food is an acceptable fast only when done in
the proper spirit. All that we do, or abstain from
doing, must be done in the proper Spirit or it will
not be effective.
Simply stated, if we keep the commandments of
the Father and the Son, we will be blessed. If we
do not, we will not receive those blessings. Section
59:3a-b in the Doctrine and Covenants says, in
instruction on how to keep the Lord’s Day: “And
on this day thou shalt do none other thing, only
let thy food be prepared with singleness of heart,
that thy fasting may be perfect; or in other words,
that thy joy may be full. Verily this is fasting and
prayer; or, in other words, rejoicing and prayer.”
Doctrine and Covenants Section 81: 3b says, “I,
the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say, but
when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.”
Let’s FAST more and in better Spirit, rejoicing in
the Lord’s blessings.

My Testimony
of Our
Gathering
By Todd Lavigne, formerly of Stony Creek
Ontario, Canada, currently of Odessa, Missouri
many years we have known we’ve been
F orcalled
to gather, and for the past two years, the
pull has only gotten stronger. It was throughout the
months of July and August that our conversations
really started to revolve around gathering, and
the adversary’s claws were getting deeper into
our shoulders. Every time the conversation got
started, there he was, distracting our minds and
attitudes. As September rolled around, I started
to pray harder, asking for protection that the
adversary couldn’t stop me from doing what God
was asking of me.
I can’t remember dates of when I reached out to
a close and dear friend of mine for advice and
prayers, and also another elder. There was an
online meeting set up, and things started to get
real, real fast. For many nights following that
meeting, I felt torn, being but a mere man with
what I can only describe as petty pride stopping
me from going to God and putting my faith in Him
that cares and carries me. It took many calls back
and forth to an elder in Missouri, and a couple to
another elder there to finally get over myself, only
to realize God had His own agenda in play.
The second elder had given me the advice to have
my family do this “fleece prayer,” just as Gideon
had done before going to battle. I proposed this
to my family, and we all thought, “Well, this is
weird, but...if it worked with the faith of Gideon
and we ask in faith, God will let us know.” So,
we grabbed a typical dinner napkin and prayed
that if it be God’s will then the napkin will be dry
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come morning. All that day, it had been raining,
and I felt as though it wouldn’t work so it was
pointless to try. Here is where I didn’t realize,
but the adversary knew different than I did and
decided to stick his nose in and had a heyday with
us. He got between my wife and me and pitted us
against each other, because of my lack of faith, but
our Almighty Father stepped in and showed me
the hurt I left in my wake.
It hurt me to see what my lack of faith has caused,
and being a father and husband, and a son of God,
I knew I had to fix what I had done. After praying
with my family members, I heeded to the advice
I was given and set the napkin out for the night.
In the morning, I let my pride get before me again
and left for work without looking at the napkin.
When I got to work, I received a phone call from
my wife asking if I had looked at the napkin. I let
her know that, no, I hadn’t, and she let me know
that my faith was weak. She then proceeded to let
me know that the napkin was dry and I should
have been the one to find out for myself.
That night we had gone to God in prayer again
and asked that as we lay out the napkin again
that come morning the napkin be wet, this time
without the arguing. All that day there was no
rain, and we weren’t expecting any overnight,
so we left it in God’s hands and that His will be
done. Come morning, I once again let my pride
come over me and left for work without looking.
As I was getting ready to start work, I got a call
from my loving wife again, letting me know that
I’m too prideful and that the napkin was wet. Our
fleece prayer was answered, and we knew that
God had blessed our efforts, even though I was
skeptical the whole time.
So, from there I figured, “Ok, it’s time to book
some plane tickets and head to Zion.” Well, I was
wrong. I let my foolish ways stop me again and
didn’t follow what God had planned. Not being
able to see any way for me to protect and support
my family, I couldn’t put them in danger. I failed
again. I called the first elder multiple times and
feared that I was just not strong enough to follow
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God and His plan for my family. He helped me
to realize that just because I can’t see it doesn’t
mean it’s not there, my faith that is. Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen, and that if it be God’s will, things
would be taken care of. This went on for a few
nights.
As time passed, the elder kept saying that if we
were coming, we were on a tight deadline to be
able to get any help. I came to the realization that
God is bigger than me and my fears, and that if I
were to be able to get help, I had to book the flight.
So, I did. We were booked to fly in ten days. This is
where God came to our rescue. We had a twentyfour hundred square foot house full of our life and
only nine days to pack it up and rid ourselves of
all of our idols. It was the hardest thing that God
had for us to do, but He had a plan for us. Without
saying it to us, He said, “Give up your treasures,
and I will bless you for it.”
Time was ticking away, and we weren’t getting
anywhere packing. We had four days left and still
had a house full of stuff, so we said, “It’s time to
go,” and had an estate/content sale and let it all
go. We had a three-day sale and still was left with
a house full. God didn’t want us to sell; He wanted
us to give so He could give to us. I talked to one of
the people that came to the sale and asked him if
he could take it all for free, and it had to be gone
in twenty-four hours, and he came through for us.
While this was all taking place, the elders that
were helping and praying for us had their work
to do for us here in Zion. There were many people
in Independence doing their part to try and find
ways to help us out. One elder and his wife had
taken upon them the grand task of coming all
the way to Canada to pick up as much of our
belongings in a U-Haul trailer and the back seat of
their car as they could. They arrived at our house
around noon and asked that we work as fast as we
could so they could be on their way back home.
We managed to pack the back of the car and the
trailer as fast and neat as we could in just under

two hours, say a prayer with them, and send them
on their way. All the while still managing to keep
working on getting ourselves ready for the trip.
Now came the hard part, our cat and dog. I had
to take our cat and dog to the vet, the dog needed
his shots up to date and our beloved cat had to
be put down. My family was devastated, but we
knew we had to end his suffering. After I consoled
my wife and children about our cat, we had to say
goodbye to our dog for a few weeks, as he had
to go to someone’s house while we did the final
push and fly out of the country. We never knew
this person but had to put our faith in her that she
was going to be able to take care of him until we
could send for him.
We had less than twenty-four hours before we had
to be at the airport. We had no cat, our dog was
with a stranger, and we were unsure how he was
going to react to being in a new environment. All
we could do was put our faith in God and pray
that all was going to work out in His favor.
The morning took forever to arrive, and we
could not sleep for the time had come that we
were leaving. My mother was on her way to
pick us up and head for the airport. Our hearts
were thumping in our chests. We went to the
neighbor’s house and bid them a final farewell. It
was difficult, but we knew God was with us. The
time arrived, and we all piled into our van and
headed off to the airport. We had five hours before
takeoff, and time was going by fast.
We arrived at the airport with the three-hour
buffer for international flights like advised. We
picked up our tickets and headed for customs.
When we got to customs, the officer we had to deal
with was, well...a customs agent, and acted like
one, taking his time. We ended up having to go
for further screening, and the clock was winding
down at what felt like an endless minute. All we
could do was pray in our heads and hearts as it
was too busy and loud to pray aloud and busy all
around us.

It was finally our turn to be spoken to. I was called
to the counter and had to call my wife to join me.
We had to ask our older children to watch our
younger ones while we went into the back with
the officers. As they started asking us how much
money we were carrying, we felt little relief. I then
had to explain what we were doing to the superior
officer, who didn’t understand why we were doing
this. As I started to explain things, I could see and
hear the other officer, who didn’t like anyone that
day, deny everyone she had spoken to. As I was
explaining our situation to this officer, my wife
and children were in silent prayer for us, and God
once again had joined us and softened the hearts
of the ones that held our fate in the balance.
The angry officer had come over to us and asked
what was going on, and the officer I was dealing
with said, “I like them; I’m letting them in.” And
under the breath of the angry officer, she said, “I
wouldn’t,” and that’s when I knew God was there.
We had twenty minutes at this time to make it to
the other end of the airport, a twenty-five-minute
walk in twenty minutes or less. Off we went,
running through the airport, and we made it with
seconds to spare. All the doubt I had carried was
gone; we were about to board the plane and take
the next step closer to what our God had called us
to do. We were off, and there was no going back.
There was nothing there for us. It was all gone,
and what was ahead of us was what we were
looking for. Zion.
Our plane landed in Detroit just over an hour later,
and with no cell service, we had no way to contact
the elder waiting for us to let him know we had
arrived. Walking around the airport looking for
him, we grew scared. I ended up asking an airport
employee if there was a pay phone around that I
could use, and she offered to call from her phone.
The priesthood members had pulled up, and we
were one step closer to our destination.
All seven of us and our two friendly escorts
climbed into the van, and we were off toward the
land of Zion. As we drove down the highway,

Tidings of Zion 27

I could feel all worry and doubt stay behind,
because God was leading the way and we were
along for the ride. It took a day and a half to drive
here, and when we reached our final destination,
we felt completely at home. There was even a hot
dinner waiting in the kitchen for us.
Our Heavenly Father works in very mysterious
ways to get His own way, and if we listen and
heed His commandments, we can reap the great
and many rewards He has for us. Sometimes they
seem weird and far out there, but listen and follow
your heart, because it is Him telling you what to
do.
It was a long road to get here, and we look forward
to helping build our Heavenly Father’s Zion.

Excerpt of My
Testimony of Gathering
by Dylan Lavigne, age 13
A few years ago, my brother,
Joshua, age seven, was having
a spiritual experience. While
in the Spirit, my sister, Alicia,
asked him when we were to gather. “The summer
after the summer I turn eight,” was the reply.
So life carried on, and then the year of 2020 hit,
which eventually turned into 2021, the year of the
“summer after the summer Joshua turned eight.”
In the beginning of the year, we tried to buy
a house. Essentially, I believe that God didn’t
want us to move for a “wiser purpose in Him.”
At the time, however, we were distraught. I felt
completely and utterly stuck, and at times, even a
little bit forsaken by God; however, I tried not to
create a big scene and tried to look for a brighter
future.
Eventually, we got past that trial and I turned to
a new goal, to gather to the land of Zion and help
build its foundation. I have always been a Zion
“enthusiastist,” you could say, but I was fully
determined and ready to put all my strength,
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energy, and soul into it. Nothing could get my
mind off of it. I thought and prayed about it when
I woke up, throughout the day I would talk about
it and nothing else, and I would fall asleep with
the determination to do better tomorrow.
It seemed as though the entire family was the same
way, as often at the dinner table, or after reading
our Scriptures at night, it was the main topic of
conversations. Many an hour did Mom and Dad
spend looking up different routes and plans to get
to the Center Place. But we had one issue the entire
time: the devil was one step ahead of us, making
things seem scary, insane for a “rational” human
to so much as consider, and even impossible. So
we kept procrastinating, and procrastinating, and
procrastinating, and putting it off, and saying,
“The opportunity will arise.”
We had many dreams and signs to confirm our
leaving, but we procrastinated until the summer,
according to the Gregorian calendar, was well
over. In fact, it was nearing the end of the middle
of October. We became more desperate than ever.
Whatever route we took, we couldn’t see the end
of the tunnel. Ultimately, though, as intimidating
as it was, we knew which one was right, and it
was the one for God.
With our fleece experience, God had once again
fulfilled one of His promises: “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed” (James 1:5-6.)
That night after reading, Dad and Mom were
looking up more airplane tickets before I went to
bed. I was more elated than I ever imagined could
be possible; we were on our way to do the Lord
God’s work! The Lord had directed us. I felt an
unexplainable joy. We were on our way to Zion,
the city of the Almighty and living God!
This is the story of our journey to our promised
land, a story never truly finished until Zion is built

and Christ is abiding therein for one thousand
years. A story of hardships and trials, of rejoicing
and happiness, a story of despair and sorrow, and
of joy, blooming into an eternity with our Lord.
May the Spirit who has accompanied us through
our entire journey, and who is with me even now,
be with all those who may read this, and may
God use this as a tool to give others the faith and
strength they will need for their journey.

Excerpt of
The Big Gathering
by Michael Mahoney
For many years, we have been
anticipating gathering to Zion.
We have done lots of prayer
and studying over the last
year and a half when we really started feeling the
pull to gather. We tried many avenues such as
finding a job in Missouri and trying to get in via
employment. We tried looking into all possible
ways, but nothing seemed to work out. Finally,
speed ahead several months, and I guess you
could say we put Zion aside, for lack of a better
word. We didn’t forget about it, but we put it aside
as it almost felt way too far-fetched for us now as
we were in the depths of the COVID era. It seemed
like any chances of gathering grew dimmer and
dimmer, although we still had our Faith in God.
Anyway, we decided we’d buy a house in Fort
Erie, Ontario. We really liked the place, and
both the mortgage agent and real estate agent
saw no reason why we shouldn’t get this house.
My parents have an excellent credit score and if
needed, my sister and I could contribute. It was a
no-brainer that we would get the house, especially
since we put in an offer well above asking price.
Well, lo and behold, we beheld some depressing
news that didn’t seem to make sense to me, or the
rest of the family at the time; we didn’t get the
house! We were all heartbroken. Nevertheless, we
believed it was God’s will that we didn’t get the
house and that He must have something else for

us in store as we all put in a lot of prayer and some
fasting over it.
My Mom had a dream about missing a train, then
another, and then something about everyone
complaining about two more weeks. Did that
mean we wouldn’t get on another train for two
weeks? Was this the final call to Zion?
Maybe another month went by, and we really
started getting into more fasting and praying
about the biggest decision of our lives. We were
praying, asking God if NOW was our time to go.
Was this our last chance? We were really starting
to feel the pressure now as it felt as if it was now
or never.
We put out our fleece, and from that point on,
we knew God was telling us it was time to go. It
was the big day! The day we’d been praying and
fasting about for years! This was God’s will, and
we were about to do as He had asked of us. All
these years we had talked about doing this, and
here we were! We said goodbye to our neighbors,
and we left. Upward and onward to Zion!
In the book of Nephi, Lehi was commanded by
God to flee from Jerusalem. Lehi and his family
gave up pretty much everything except for some
provisionary things that were necessary to get
by. I took great joy in my guitars and guitar gear
that I had collected and upgraded over the years.
I enjoyed my Ford F150. I gave it all up in a matter
of days for God, not knowing exactly what is to
come next now that we are here. Like Lehi and
his family, we did it in faith. We did it trusting the
Lord would lead us and protect us along the way,
and so far, He definitely has! From the moment we
landed, the kind and loving warm Saints made
us feel so welcome. So many were praying for us,
and here we are! I thank God for being with us and
answering our prayers, and I thank all those who
were praying for us along the way.
I should even mention that we weren’t able to
bring our van with us at the time, and we were so
blessed to have a van provided for us that fits our
needs for the time being.

Tidings of Zion 29

Calendar of Events
Save the Date
MISSOURI
Sept 10-11
Sept 24-25

Women’s Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
CRE Priesthood Kirtland Trip

NW REGION DATES
Spring Youth Retreat
May 6-8
May 13-15
Men’s Retreat
YAG Retreat
May 27-29
June 17-19
Summer Series
Sept 16-18
Priesthood Retreat
Oct 7-9
Fall Conference
Oct 14-16
Fall Youth Retreat

2022 Restoration Camps
IOWA
Little Sioux, Iowa
June 12-18
JR&SR High Camp Bethel (ages 13-18) Directors: Dave & Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
Theme: “Lord, Show Me”
July 10-14
Junior Camp Emmanuel (ages 8-13)
Director: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
Theme: “Following God’s Direction Leads to Protection”
MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES CAMPS, ODESSA HILLS, MISSOURI
Theme: "He Only is My Rock" Psalms 62:6-8
Go to www.odessahills.com for more information. Register early for a discount.
May 22-28
Older Youth (College age/unmarried) Directors: Brian & Monica Twombly
SR High Camp (Grades 10-12)
Directors: TBA
June 12-18
JR High Camp (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jeff & Christy Schrunk
June 19-25
June 26-30
Junior Camp (Grades 3-7)
Directors: Nicole Capps
Grades are for the upcoming school year.
RCI CAMPING registration opens February 15th. Go to www.rcicamps.org to find out more. Register early for a
discount.
Theme: “Joy Unspeakable” 1 Peter 1:8
Director: Mike Moores
Colorado
Jun 25-July 1 Mountain (Grades 10-13)
Jul 9-15
Leadership (Grades 10-14)
Director: Aaron Bailey
Odessa Hills
Jul 10-16
Bountiful (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Jason & Cathy Hamilton
Odessa Hills
Jul 17-23
Mammoth (Grades 9-13)
Directors: Chip & Jill Gowan
Lake of the Ozarks
Tiona (Girls Grades 4-7)
Directors: Aaron & Kelda Brown
Odessa Hills
Jul 24-27
Jul 27-30
Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Directors: Landon & Avery Hampton
Odessa Hills
Aug 1-5
Walk the Talk (Grades 10-13) Directors: Angie Stultz & Aubree Wilson Living Hope RB
MICHIGAN-GREAT LAKES REGION
July TBA
JR High/SR. High Camp
Director: PJ Fought 419-233-2024
July TBA
Children's Camp (Grades 3-7) Eric Beach, ON CANADA SIDE
WASHINGTON
July 12-17
Northwest Regional Youth Camp (Grades 6-12) Yacolt, Washington
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384
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2022 Restoration Branch Reunions
June 4-11

Central Missouri Restoration Branches Reunion (CMRB)
Odessa Hills, Odessa, Missouri
Theme: "He Only is My Rock" Psalms 62:6-8
Directors: Bob & Sheila Schrunk 660-542-4548 & Brian & Jessica Holmes

June 5-11

Zion's Ridge
Independence, Missouri
Theme: “Ask, Hearken, and Obey”
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

June 11-18

South Crysler Restoration Branch Reunion
Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas
Director: Mark Churchill
Contact Registrar: Paul & Lynette Davis: Lynette 816-795-0703 or Paul 816-739-2795
lynettedavis2400@gmail.com or pauldavislaw@yahoo.com

June 19-24

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Waldo Avenue RB/Center Place Restoration School in Independence, Missouri
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com

July 2-9

Buckner Reunion
Odessa Hills Campgrounds in Odessa, Missouri
Director: Justin Jones 816-588-2770 / Eric Baker co-directing

July 18-24

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Weslyn Woods in Vassar, Michigan
Theme: “My People will I Preserve”
Contact Registrar: Helene Danicki 248-651-3208

Director: Eric Eliason

July 23-30

Woodbine Reunion “Come Before the Throne of the Almighty God”
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Alan Ronk 712-592-1977

July 25-31

Northwest Regional Reunion
2602 NW 151st St., Vancouver, Washington
Theme: “Bearing Fruit”
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484

July 23-30

Maine Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Richard Leighton 207-217-8453

July 30-Aug 5 Kirtland Area Restoration Reunion
Temple Grove Campgrounds, 347 Hamburg Rd., Transfer, Pennsylvania 16154
Contact: Renee Webster 440-622-5837 email: Rjb_2bnzion@yahoo.com Director: Larry Cottrill
If any corrections need to be made, contact:
CRE Office 816-836-3421 or centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com
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Change Service Requested

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES:
Please notify the CRE of any changes in your mailing address. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news, youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the CRE c/o
Publication Council. Contact information is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
LIVE STREAMING of SERVICES or UPLOADED SERVICES:
Belton, MO RB
beltonrestorationbranch.sermon.net
Buckner, MO RB
www.bucknerrb.org/onlinesermons
Central Florida RB
www.centralfloridarestoration.com/sermons
Colbern Road RB
colbernrd.org/ministries/sermons/live-streaming
Columbia RB
columbianrestorationbranch.wordpress.com/recorded-services
Council Bluffs, IA RB
cbrb.weebly.com
Garden City, MI RB
gardencityrestorationbranch.org/sermons.html
Living Hope RB
www.livinghopebranch.org/sermons
Missionary RB
www.missionarybranch.org
Oak Grove, MO RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video_audio.html
Oakwood, MI RB
www.oakwoodrestorationbranch.org/videos.html
Outreach RB
YouTube – Outreach Live Streams
Silverton, OR RB
restoredchurchofchrist.com/sermons/index.html
South Crysler RB
www.southcrysler.org/video-sermons
Vancouver, WA RB
www.churchofchristrestored.com/sermons.html
Waldo Avenue RB
http://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

