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Coordinating Council
By Richard Neill, Chair
Much has happened within the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) and the Restoration since the
annual Conference of June, 2020. We share with you some of the highlights from this past year, while so
much more has taken place in the World, the nations, and the Church.
As you read the many reports in the Conference notebook you will see that the CRE Councils have been
actively engaged in their areas of responsibility. We encourage everyone to read these reports.
The Coordinating Council assigns one of its Council members to act as a liaison with each Council, in order
to coordinate and facilitate the Councils to work not only on their responsibilities, but in conjunction with
the other Councils when needed to put together events and activities. Assisting the Councils to work
together when needful is a high priority for the Coordinating Council. After the annual June Elders
Conference, the liaison will help the Councils organize with the election of officers for the coming year.
This past year the Coordinating Council brought to the attention of the Church that the Lord had confirmed
to the Council His desire to have a Solemn Assembly called for the fall of 2020. This Assembly open to all
in the Restoration. The date was set for September 27th, with more worship activities taking place during
the days surrounding the date for the Assembly. The 2020 Elders Conference unanimously approved the
gathering for a Solemn Assembly.
Much preparation took place at all levels of the Church. This was done by holding information meetings,
and having preparation worship services from around the world. By means of Zoom, many joined into
the Solemn Assembly gathering to not only watch, but to join in participation. This experience testified
to God’s mercy, and confirmed that God was still with us. During the Solemn Assembly four to five
thousand Saints from many countries worshipped together for up to 8 hours.
Something of this magnitude had never been done before. The response was overwhelming, and
indicates the peoples’ desire for a closer relationship with each other, and with God. A testimony given,
made reference that the Lord desired to speak to the people, not so much at this time through one person,
and one revelation, but through a thousand revelations He would speak to many people from around the
world in personal revelation as to what His desire were for them to do in their lives to advance the
Kingdom of God on earth. And this happened!
The Coordinating Council has been led by the Spirit to know that the Lord has much more in mind for His
people. From this, a series of gatherings have and are taking place to build on the experience of the
Solemn Assembly.
On April 9 -10, the Spring Gathering was held at CPRS/Waldo. The theme was ‘The Field is No Longer
Fallow’. The Lord brought that message to us, and it perfectly fits into following up on the Solemn
Assembly. We believe the Lord is telling us that the ground (for ministry) is now ready for planting. The
April-May-June Tidings of Zion has several of the presentations given during that weekend, and the next
Tidings will have the remainder of the presentations. Many powerful thoughts and ideas were shared at
that time. We invite you to read these offerings.
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We look ahead to our Fall Gathering which is being planned for being held at CPRS/Waldo for September
24-25, 2021. The theme is set, ‘We Shall Come Rejoicing, Bringing in the Sheaves’. This also connects with
the Solemn Assembly and the Spring Gathering.
We hope you are able to join the Saints from around the world to worship, and come together. May we
be ready to receive God’s blessing and direction for ‘for such a time as this’. We testify to you of God’s
leadings in these things. May the Lord bless you and keep you!

Education Council
By Tom Mitchell, Liaison
The education council worked sporadically through the year due to Covid and other challenges, focusing
mainly on the publication of several educational books and visual aids for use in the domestic field and to
aid in those overseas missions.
After several years of dedicated effort several members requested to come off the council and pursue
other areas of service. A recent council meeting including possible new council members brainstormed
other possible areas of education including curriculum and programs for ministry and activities for
children and youth as well as adult education and materials. A restructuring of the council is planned when
additional new members and a council chair are selected after the conference.
We want to thank the council members of this past year, Donna Eichhorn, Dorothy Dalton, Judith Ann
Hawley, Rebecca Griffin, Lenoir and Russ Howard, and Riane Marsh, for their dedicated efforts to the work
of this council.

Evangelism and Outreach Council
By Larry Cottrill, Member
To: The Conference of Restoration Elders
The council met monthly via Zoom during the pandemic with representatives from the various mission
boards joining from time-to-time. Several efforts were made through written articles and general
correspondence to garner interest in things such as: witnessing weekends, preaching help, and various
other resources. The ongoing difficulties surrounding the pandemic largely rendered our attempts null
and void.
The All-Saints Group, born out of the pandemic, continues to worship weekly via Zoom. Wednesday is
the common prayer and testimony service, and Sunday brings devotions, class and a preaching service.
At the end of each service, we regularly meet in “break-out” rooms that allow for a more intimate time of
sharing and being part of what a normal brick and mortar branch brings with meaningful personal
relationships. The All-Satins Group helps meet a need for those Saints without organized branches in their
particular areas and still others, who for personal reasons have made the All Saints Group their weekly
place to worship. Thirty different Priesthood members from seven states and two countries have willingly
given of their time and talents in the ongoing efforts of exceptional ministry.
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While missionary trips from the US were also curtailed due to the pandemic, as can be seen in the
following missionary board reports, some did occur. The reports reflect some exciting and significant
developments occurring throughout the world as the saints and priesthood in different locations respond
to God’s call in these challenging times.
As this year comes to a close, we have met to consider how this council might more effectively work in
meeting the needs of evangelism and outreach from this church to the world. We know the need is great
for leading lost souls to God through Jesus Christ. As such, we will be making a recommendation to the
Conference on the purpose and function of the council going forward, as well as how it might be
restructured to better accomplish the work entrusted to it.

Missionary Boards
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
By Eric Woolery, Chair
We bring you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whose service we are. We
continue to bring you greetings from the Saints in East and West Africa. East Africa is comprised of The
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. While West Africa at this point
consists of Nigeria.
We have met many challenges and yet we have been blessed beyond anything that we could have
expected this past year. The work continues to grow with baptisms and ordinations to priesthood taking
place in several countries. The Covid-19 virus has hampered our physical presence because of travel
restrictions throughout the world and yet ministry has continued to happen through the medium of Zoom.
Physical ministry though, has taken place in Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya over the past several
months as travel restrictions have been eased somewhat. The local priesthood in many instances have
stepped up and provided the necessary ministry to keep the work going forward until we can once again
have “boots on the ground” to bring the needed teaching,
leadership and encouragement for their continued growth.
Additional trips will be planned as the Lord leads and world
conditions allow.
From the secretary—The following trips were made with a very
brief summary of each:
Rwanda – 3-16-21 to 3-31-21
Peter Cornish and B.J. Schultz
7 branches were formed, 12 priesthood were called, approved by the
branches and ordained, including 4 Elders, 5 Priests, 1 Teacher, and 2
Deacons. Each branch was taught how to run a business meeting and
keep records.
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Uganda – 5-12-21 to 5-27-21
Brian Mundy and Shaun Turner
An Elder was ordained
in Kenya.
Uganda
which
had
been
crumbling because of
many struggles and
obstacles now has a
new beginning because
God was victorious.
Reconciliation, love and
forgiveness prevailed!
The vision looks brighter than ever. 26 people were baptized.
Nigeria
Brother Dayo, the National Presiding Elder of Nigeria, made several trips to the various groups and
branches. With local priesthood, several new areas were ministered to and new groups formed. Many
new members were baptized. An Elder was ordained and has become the pastor at Dayo’s branch. This
gives Dayo more freedom to travel and evangelize. At least 58 have been baptized this year in Nigeria.
Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support. Without these
supports and the willingness of the Lord’s servants to go, do and share, the
work would indeed flounder. However, there is still a need for more
workers as we seek to provide an even more diligent and consistent effort
to share the gospel in Africa. Are we willing to go and serve the Lord Jesus
who has so richly blessed us? Will we say “Here am I O Lord, Send me!” The
Lord has told us that it is His “good pleasure to give you the Kingdom”. That
includes not just us but ALL who will respond to His invitation “Come unto
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye
shall find rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
—In Gospel Bonds!

Rwanda Report
By Peter Cornish and B.J. Schultz
Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen.
In December, 2020, we were in the midst of COVID-19 precautions and restrictions because the numbers
of people getting sick were high. During this time, B.J. dreamed that he and Peter were discussing when
they would go back to Rwanda. In the dream, he argued for February and Peter argued for March.
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We discussed the idea with Chris, Francis Baganizi, Michel Nzayisenga,
Jean de Dieu Rutihinbuouza, and Nestor Rusatira. Restrictions were tight
in Rwanda at the time: no travel was permitted into the districts or into
or out of Kigali. We began meeting with them over zoom each week for
prayer, classes, and discussion about the possibility of arranging a trip.
During these discussions, the purpose for traveling to Rwanda began to
be opened to us. During the pandemic, we (saints in Columbia, Missouri)
faced challenges but were blessed with local ministry and a local branch
of the Church of Jesus Christ. This meant that we were able to continue
to worship together, pray together, and participate in the ordinances of
the kingdom of God together. All this could occur because local
priesthood was available for the members of the church and because the
church was organized into branches that could gather together. This situation strengthened our faith and
allowed us to continue to accomplish the work of God in our community despite the challenges of the
pandemic.
This was not the case in Rwanda. The entire country was considered one branch. It was presided over by
one elder, Francis Baganizi, and two priests, Michel Nzayisenga, and Jean de Dieu Rutihinbuouza. They
worked tirelessly to reach the people and minister the word of God to them before and during the
pandemic. However, opportunities for that ministry were often limited by travel restrictions and meeting
restrictions imposed by the public health policies in place to limit the spread of COVID-19. They prayed
and had classes over conference calls. Some also joined services in the U.S. over zoom. However, sharing
together in the ordinances of the church requires the personal presence of priesthood authorized to
perform those ordinances. Furthermore, while
sharing together over conference calls and zoom
meetings is a good experience, it does not compare
with being physically gathered together in one place
for one purpose.
The purpose and goals for the trip began to come
into focus as we continued to meet
together. Primarily, this involved support for
Francis, Michel, and Jean de Dieu in ensuring that
the membership of the Church of Jesus Christ is fed
with the word of God and that the gospel can be
preached to all who will hear. We recognized this task is best accomplished by following the pattern set
by the Master: organizing local groups of members presided over by priesthood who have been called
and authorized by God to represent his Son in the world. We call these groups branches whenever they
are comprised of at least six members, one of which is a high priest, an elder, priest, teacher, or deacon,
chosen and sustained as president by vote of the branch. Collectively, these groups make up the church
of Jesus Christ whenever they are willing to come unto him and abide in his doctrine of repentance. The
covenant by which the members are bound to Christ and one another is made in the waters of baptism
through faith on his name.
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We continued to meet with the brothers from
Rwanda each Saturday through late January into
February. During this time plans for the trip
continued to develop. The additional need for
recognition as an officially licensed organization
by the government of Rwanda was made
clear. This required supportive legal registration
documents from the U.S. The priorities for the
activities of the trip also developed through
these conversations. We prayed about how to
accomplish these and decided to purchase tickets
for the trip from March 16 - March 31.
We left for Rwanda on Tuesday, March 16. After some challenges at the airport in St. Louis, we had no
other travel or entry problems the entire trip. We were released from the mandatory hotel quarantine
within 16 hours of landing in Kigali and arrived at the home of Nestor and Sada on Thursday, March
18. (This was the first time our expectations for the trip were exceeded. We anticipated a 7 day
quarantine, possibly in the hotel).
For the first four days after arriving, we remained at the home of Nestor and Sada and met with Francis,
Michel, Jean de Dieu, and Nestor for prayer seeking the will of God for the work of the gospel in Rwanda
and discussion of plans for implementing that work. As a result of this time spent together, the following
conclusions were reached and agreed upon by all 6 people involved:
1. There is need for local organization of the ministry and membership of the
church so that the sheep can be fed.
2. This organization should take the form of branches, formed wherever at
least 6 members of the church are gathered. At least one of these should
be an elder, priest, teacher, or deacon.
3. Upon receiving copies of the registration paperwork, Francis would apply
for formal registration of the church with the Rwanda government. It is
hoped that this will result in a document that each branch can keep on
hand to show authorities when requested.
The next question considered was how to move forward with organizing the ministry and branches. The
process by which the eleven apostles chose a replacement for Judas in the ministry (Acts 1:15-26), along
with that followed by Alma (Mosiah 9:49-55) and the instructions given in DC 17:12-17 was followed as a
pattern in our preparation and accomplishment of this work. We first identified areas where membership
numbers could potentially support a branch: -Kigali, Rwamagana/Kaonza, Butare, Nyarumba (Butare
village), Gaseke, Zoko (Gaseke mountain), and Nyamata.
We next considered members of the church in these areas that would be candidates for priesthood calls
and began to discuss them and pray for confirmation from the Lord.
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In each case, at least one of the elders present needed to present
confident affirmation of the call as originating from the Lord. He also
needed to have either supporting testimony or support for his testimony
from the rest of those present. All priesthood calls were confirmed
among the six of us, Francis being present and supportive of each:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Rwamagana/Kaonza: 3 calls - 1 Elder, 1 Priest, 1 Deacon
Butare: 1 Priest
Nyarumba: 1 Elder
Gaseke: 1 Priest
Zoko: 1 Priest, 1 Deacon
Kigali: 3 calls - 2 Elders, 1 Teacher
Nyamata: 1 Priest

The priesthood calls were presented to each of these men prior to any
organizational meeting. In each case, the call was accepted quickly and,
in some cases, confirmed by testimony of prior experiences of the
individual.
We visited each of the above locations and met with the saints. In each
case the formal branch organizational meeting was preceded by a class
and by discussion of the nature and purpose of local branches of the Church of Jesus Christ along with the
process by which such branches are organized. The organizational meeting for Nyamata was postponed
to a future date and accomplished after our departure.
The order for the meetings included the following
items: call to order, nomination and approval of
secretary for the meeting, those present were
asked if they wanted to form a branch,
membership lists were presented and approved,
priesthood were accepted in their respective
offices, any new priesthood calls were approved by
the members prior to ordination, and a branch
president was nominated and chosen by each
group prior to adjournment. Each item of business
was accomplished by vote of the members after
any necessary discussion.
We enjoyed a few more visits with saints and those investigating the gospel prior to our return home
Thursday, April 1.
Truly God is faithful to his promises and is both able and willing, “to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think.” The power that works in us does so by faith, hope, and charity for the glory of God
the Father through the ministry of Jesus Christ. He works in us by the witness and influence of the Holy
Ghost. As the power is his, so is the kingdom and the glory forever and ever, Amen.
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Mildred Smith Mission Health Center - Awasi, Kenya
By Doug and Judi Smith
What an amazing blessing this year has been! We have
seen the Lord working in so many ways, and we owe an
amazing debt of gratitude to all of you who have given
so generously for this work to go forward. Let me give
you a rundown of all that has happened in the last year.
In May last year we found a property that we could rent
to establish the clinic. It was a great place to start, and
with the help of many people here and abroad we were
able to transform it into a clinic. In November, we were able to get through all of the bureaucracy and
the clinic was officially registered. With the registration in hand, I was able to get my medical license in
December, and we began our search for the people the Lord had had planned for us to have as staff.
Our first hire had actually been our security guard/groundskeeper. One of the saints here, Avalyne Oyata,
was able to step in with her family, to give us security during the day, keep up the grounds, and do cleaning
in the clinic.
Our next need was for a Health Records Officer, who the
government requires to be in the clinic for reporting
purposes. After interviewing several candidates, we found
Brendah Akoth, who turned out to be a blessing in so
many ways. Beside record keeping, she has had
experience in working in a pharmacy, and she has stepped
up to act as an interpreter, organizer, receptionist, and
excellent community liaison.
We would also need someone to help Doug assess patients and interpret for him. We interviewed several
nurses, and then remembered there was a church member named Efgo Lawis who is a clinical officer,
certified in medicine and surgery. He had been working for the Red Cross in refugee camps in the
Northeast of Kenya, but recently had gone back to Nairobi to work. He actually had gone to one year of
medical school, but had to stop because he is from a very poor family, and
could not afford the tuition for his second year. He was working to save up
enough funds for his next year. We could not afford to pay the salary he was
making, but we offered to find his tuition for the next year if he would come
and work for us until school starts this September. His dream had been to
work in a place where the emphasis was on the patients, and not on making
money, and so it worked out perfectly. We of course had no idea where the
money would come from to pay for his tuition, but felt that God was leading
us to hire him. It was not long before the Lord moved on some individuals
who felt led to supply that need! God is always ahead of us! Efgo will have 4
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more years of medical school ahead of him after this next year, so if anyone is feeling they want to assist
the Lord in helping an amazing young man get through school, that opportunity is there! He has been
invaluable in helping me get oriented to practicing medicine in Kenya, getting our pharmacy stock in order,
and being our main translator for patients (He was on the translation team that got the Book of Mormon
translated into Kiswahili). He also knew a lot of people we needed to work with, and his contacts
smoothed the way in getting our laboratory registered and licensed.
By March, it was obvious that our landlord was not an
honest man. We had been looking for land to buy, but
the corruption and exorbitant prices kept us from finding
an adequate place. The Lord moved again, and an acre of
land with a house on it came up for sale right next to the
Attenzion school, the church operated vocational and
technology college in Awasi. The Lord provided the funds
at the right time, and the land was purchased in April.
There was money left over for renovations, which are
almost complete. We have been able to start seeing
patients, even in the midst of the renovations, since May.
Our goal is to provide quality preventive medical care to low resource clients. Our fees for service and
medications were very affordable, but it soon became evident that laboratory services were negating
most of the savings we were trying to get for our patients, again leaving them without adequate care.
Building a lab in our new facility was again a priority, and getting the equipment we needed to care for
our patients was essential to that. And again, the Lord stepped in, and the funds were available to
purchase the equipment we needed. That left only getting a lab technologist to actually run the
equipment, and again the Lord led us to Zablon Otipah. He has been immensely helpful in getting
everything up and running, and his uncle turned out to be
one of the two inspectors who came to license the lab! With
God, nothing is a coincidence!
Our lab has the highest certification outside of research labs
at universities, and puts us on par with the best laboratories
in the country. This will be a blessing to not only our
patients, but to other facilities, both government and
private, who need quality laboratory services locally.
Last but not least, we also needed a nurse to work in the clinic while Judi and I returned to the US for a
month in June. We tried to contact nurses we knew, but they all were unavailable. Again, we were praying
and Tom Okeyo was directed to ask his sister-in-law if she knew of anyone who would fit into our model
of care. She introduced us to Mercy Siawa, a nurse with 10 years’ experience working in the public clinics,
who was currently on leave, and was looking for work during her leave because she had not been paid for
7 months! She has already been caring for the patients we are trying to reach, and is recognized as one of
the best nurses in the area.
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So, what has been happening with such a wonderful staff and facilities? We have seen many patients who
literally have never been examined by a doctor before. In the overwhelmed health system, many of the
poor are just given prescriptions based on
symptoms without an exam or testing. We
have found pregnancies diagnosed as ulcers
and malaria, breast cancer diagnosed as arm
swelling, heart disease diagnosed as muscle
aches, and muscle aches diagnosed as
pneumonia. A neighbor referred her brother
who had chest pan to us, and he was found to
have a fractured rib from a fall while he was
intoxicated with alcohol and other drugs, and
by the ministry of the Spirit of God, he has
been sober for 4 months, and is attempting to
reconcile with his wife. We have been able to
offer quality medical care, but most importantly, we have been able to show the love of Christ to those
who hurting, to pray with those who receive diagnoses which they fear, and through the generosity of the
church people here in Kenya and abroad, get surgical treatment for fractures, and a urological disorder
which had been untreated for years. We have the blessing of teaching people about the principles of the
Word of Wisdom everyday as we offer wellness education and prevention.
All of this has been made possible by the gifts of those who have a desire and feel a calling to help those
less fortunate than themselves. But the need is still great. Donations of small amounts are needed just as
much donations of large amounts. We still have
patients who cannot afford simple lab tests, many
of which only cost 1 to 5 dollars. We would love
to be able to do them for free, but we have to pay
ongoing costs for supplies. Another area of
desperate need is to be able to identify the
bacteria causing disease and to identify what
antibiotics they are sensitive to. The machine that
would allow us to do this costs thousands of
dollars, but we are praying we will have the
resources soon, so that other facilities can use it
also to raise the level of appropriate medical
practice in the whole area. Since we are in a rural area, we will need a vehicle to transport patients who
too sick for our care to the hospital.
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of those who have brought us this far, and know that as
we seek first the kingdom of God, all the things we need will be added. We continue to be humbled as we
have seen God’s hand moving us every step of the way, and we pray, with you, that He will continue to
bless this amazing work.
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Greater European Ministry (GEM)
By John L Mundy, Chair
To the conference of restoration elders:
The Saints in Europe Send greetings to the Conference of Restoration Elders. The Gospel continues to
grow in the hearts of the saints in Germany, England and Russia. Due to the pandemic, travel outside of
the US has made our missionary trips impossible. We continue to keep in touch via e-mail and phone.
The saints are surviving well physically but in need of spiritual growth which is hard to get without
personal contact.
We are hopeful that travel restrictions will be lifted soon where we can again visit the areas in
person. Tentatively we have a trip to Germany scheduled for October of this year. Prayers are always
requested for numerical and spiritual growth. The saints are grateful for the gospel and pray for the
Kingdom to come quickly. God bless the brothers and sisters in America.

South East Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
By Richard Neill, Chair
SEAAM (Southeast Asia, Australia Mission) continues to bring ministry to the continents of Asia and
Australia. The time period since the last Conference has been filled with unusual challenges. Due to
Covid-19 travel restrictions there have been no trips made into this part of the world.
SEAAM has primarily focused its ministry on Australia, Nepal/India, and the Philippines up until now.
More opportunities to share the gospel in additional countries are developing. Currently, there are
approximately about 2000 Saints in the countries that have been organized and have priesthood.
Not traveling to these lands, does not mean that not much has been done this past year. The priesthood
in these countries have continued to carry on the work and many baptisms have taken place,
particularly in the Philippines. Fortunately, when travel restrictions were put into place the countries of
Australia, India, Nepal, and the Philippines had all been visited within six months prior.
Through the generosity of the Saints, and Restoration Branches the work of the Church has continued to
be carried on.

The Philippines
The tuition program in the Philippines continues on as it has been for the past decade. This has resulted
in the blessings of many families. Many former students have graduated and have found productive
careers to bring ministry to others, and help support the graduate and their families.
The Church continues to grow in the Luzon area, near Manila, with support from Murray and Delma
Broughton. Delma was born in the Philippines, and she and Murray return to this area on a regular
basis. A good work continues.
Mindanao island contains the largest amount of the Saints. The ministry is led by Elder Marciano (Jun)
Pamongcales Jr. We have over 1000 members, and several organized branches, with Pastors. Contact is
made with Brother Jun and others on almost a weekly basis to keep current on the activity that is taking
place among the Saints. We will return as soon as the travel becomes better suited for freely moving
around the Church. Please pray for the Saints here and in all lands that the conditions become better
for them. The vaccination program in other nations often goes forward very slowly.
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The Philippine subcommittee is Dayn Cederstrom, Jack Hagensen, Jeff Stilwell, Jenna Gowan, and
Richard Neill.

Nepal/India
It is with sadness that we remind everyone of the passing of High Priest Francis Harper this past year.
Francis was the major contributor to ministry in this part of the world. He was known and loved by the
people for his many travels there and his assisting the people in so many ways. He is missed, and cannot
be replaced in the hearts of the people of Nepal and India.
The work continues on from the foundations that the Lord with Francis were able to put in place. We
thank many who have helped us to maintain support to this ministry. We invite continued support to
keep this work alive and growing.
The Nepal/India subcommittee is made up of Bob Schrunk, Andrew Smith, and Mark McCormick.

Australia
Australia has a rich heritage in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. We continue
to visit here on a regular basis. Our missionaries travel long distances, while in the country, to visit the
Branches, and Saints of Australia.
Many testimonies have been received while visiting people who have not had a visit or the Sacrament in
some time because of their distance from the priesthood and saints. Please pray for these lovely people
in their scattered condition.
The Australia subcommittee is Bob Schrunk, Tom Rindels, and Kevin Humphrey.
The Saints from this part of the world represented by SEAAM send their greetings and their love to you!

Publication Council
By Christina Schrunk, Chair
The Publication Council had a seven-member council this year who
prepared and published the Tidings of Zion quarterly. This year’s
issues, #132-#135, went out in October, January, April, and June.
Those serving on the council in 2020-2021 have been Christina
Schrunk, chair; Rebecca Griffin, secretary; Jacob Roberts; Jackie
Frinsthal; Jason Hamilton; Janet Dickson; and Jack Hagensen as
Coordinating Council liaison.
The council met once a quarter to discuss topics, articles, and
logistics, and then we worked together to compile and edit the
items
for
each
issue.
The
new
email
address,
centerplacetidingsofzion@gmail.com, has been very helpful in having more direct contact with
subscribers and those supplying content, as well as the printing company. We have also been able to use
the Dragon software on the Publication Council computer to transcribe sermons into text to print in the
Tidings.
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This year we were informed that the Elders Conference had passed a resolution to change the Tidings into
a subscription magazine due to rising costs. This resulted in the need to create a new mailing list. We sent
cards and envelopes in the first two issues of the year and included articles in the issues to explain the
change. Many people returned the cards or signed up online, and an email
list was created for those who only wanted an electronic copy of the
magazine versus a physical copy. The result is that we print 1,000 copies
now rather than 4,000. The foreign mailing list was not changed.
We continue to publish with S&S Printing of Oak Grove, Missouri, with
Scott as our contact and designer. They take care of all our printing and
publishing needs except mailing the Tidings out of country, which
Rebecca has taken charge of, along with whomever she can recruit. The
cost of printing and mailing each issue after the reduction in subscriptions
is unknown for the time being. The family working at S&S has been hit
hard with COVID, and we haven’t received the bill for the last two issues
yet. The charge for the magazine is
now $12 a year, though it isn’t
required if subscribers are unable
to pay. We have had a number of
people continue to generously
donate above the subscription
amount. It would be good to find a
way to reach the subscribers we lost
in the switch to the new mailing list
and to reach new subscribers.
The Tidings is going into many USA
Australia,
Canada,
Germany,
the Philippines, Russia, and the
the responsibility of keeping the
the electronic copies.

states and the following countries:
Honduras, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal,
United Kingdom. Jason has taken
mailing list up to date and emailing

The first Tidings this year, #132, shared about many of the 2020 camps
and reunion, along with testimonies of the Saints. The second issue, #133,
covered the September 27 Solemn Assembly at Waldo Restoration Branch
in Independence, Missouri, and many testimonies about it. The third issue,
#134, contained many gathering testimonies and articles on different
activities happening in the Center Place. The last issue, #135, focused on
the Spring Gathering that took place in April. We regularly inquire of the
Coordinating Council and the church at large for submissions for each
issue.
The council's goal for the coming year is to continue to share the Gospel
and the uplifting testimonies of the Saints. We would like to find more
ways to gather items to include in the magazine, and the Saints are encouraged to share their insights and
testimonies. We hope the Tidings of Zion is a tool to assist in preparing the Church for Zion and the return
of our Savior. We ask that you join us in mighty prayer that Zion will soon be redeemed.
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Stewardship Council
By Bob Dickson, Member
The primary activity of the Stewardship Council has been to continue to support the efforts of the
Freedom Steward Ministries Program (FSM). The following is a report of the FSM’s efforts this past year.

Freedom Stewardship Ministries Report
Brothers and sisters, we are approaching the two-year anniversary of the establishment of Freedom
Stewardship Ministries which took place at the 2019 Elders’ Conference. My intention here is to provide
each of you with an update of all the ways that the Lord has blessed this ministry and the Saints of the
Church of Jesus Christ.
First of all, this ministry has been most generously supported by the donations of the Saints, literally from
coast to coast. Donations have come in small amounts and large amounts from many brothers and sisters.
We have received donations in amounts of $10 to $25,000. A number of Saints are faithful to provide
support monthly in their giving envelopes at their local branch. Large donations have come from far and
wide from families who have never even had personal touch from the leadership team. Many have
received the call from our Lord to simply do what they can to help those less fortunate. Total donations
to date have approximated $140,000.
The services of FSM have been provided to many families. Basic to the calling of FSM has been to provide
families with face-to-face training on the law of stewardship. In our discussions with these families, we
have stressed to need to be good stewards over the blessings that have provided to all of us by a merciful
Savior. Emphasis has been directed to a discussion of the difference between “needs” and “wants”. In
many cases our Saints have been taken captive by the world into believing that they are entitled to all of
their wants, even if it means going significantly into high interest consumer debt. The burden that this
debt is placing on our families is tremendous, even to the degree of putting stress in family
relationships. Our emphasis has been to remind our Saints to rid themselves of those unnecessary wants,
to work towards debt elimination, and to use a portion of the monthly savings to give back to the Lord.
Many of our consultations have not resulted in debt refinancing. Counseling has helped the families
correct the sin of wasting a portion of the Lord’s blessings. However, by the time that you will be hearing
of this update, GSM will have refinanced consumer debt for eight families. Our refinancing has eliminated
the interest burden on these families and given them the vision of a life free of debt. The average family
that we have helped has seen their monthly debt payments reduced by an average of $182. One family
actually has experienced a monthly reduction in debt service of $573! Perhaps more importantly, FSM
refinancing will eventually save these families thousands of dollars in interest payments. The covenant
that FSM asks our families to enter into provides that they will no longer rely on consumer credit to
support their family’s needs and that they will use a portion of their savings to assist another family in
who needs help.
Freedom Stewardship Ministries believes that other families in the Restoration may be in need of these
services. If a family is simply in need of counseling ministry, that ministry is available to anyone. If a family
is in need of consumer debt refinancing, we pray that those families will approach their local branch
representative for assistance. Brothers and sisters, we are commanded by our Lord to help those less
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fortunate than ourselves. Please make your needs known to your representative. All of our assistance is
provided anonymously and is based on the stewardship laws of this church.
—God bless you for your generosity and for stepping forward to request help.

Restoration Women’s Council
By Angie Goff, Chair
This year has definitely been a challenging one for everyone, but we didn’t let it get us down with the
events we had planned for the year. We just had to get creative!
The 2020 Fall Retreat took place at the Odessa Hills Campground. We had originally planned on a full
weekend (Saturday/Sunday), but changed it to a one-day outdoor event at the tabernacle. Our speakers
were Cara Smith and Zoey Gard. Our theme was “Equipped to Serve: Send Me Forth”. We had a
wonderful time meeting with the women of the Restoration.

Our 2021 overall theme is “Be Still and Know and Know that I am God”. Our first event was the Winter
Gathering on February 6th. It was changed to an online event via Zoom. Our theme was “Be Still and

Know That I am Trustworthy”. Our speaker was Caylee Johnson. She shared thoughts,
testimonies, and journal prompts for us to reflect on.
Our Spring Retreat took place on April 17, 2021 and was held at the Grain Valley Restoration Branch. The
theme was “Be Still and Surrender to Me”. We were blessed with two wonderful speakers, Savannah
Hawley and Raylene Buckles. After our morning classes, we broke for lunch and enjoyed seeing everyone
in person.
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The main event that has happened most of the year were our women’s classes on Spiritual Preparation.
Sister Pat Chadwick spearheaded these classes and we were also blessed to have additional guest
speakers. Classes were held online via livestream and/or rerecorded. The fall 2020 classes went from
September through the end of November. The spring 2021 classes went from March through the end of
May. All the links to the recordings and handouts are available in multiple places. You can access them
on the Conference of Restoration Elder’s website under the Women’s Council tab, on the Women’s
Council Facebook page, and on the Oak Grove Restoration Branch website.
During the CRE In-Town Reunion, there will be classes held each afternoon at 3:15 pm. They will be
available for in-person and we will also be providing a link on Zoom for those who are unable to attend.
Our next major event will be held September 11-12, 2021 at the Odessa Hills Campground. The theme
will be “Be Still and Rejoice in Walking with Me”. More information will be forthcoming closer to the
event.
We have truly been blessed this year and look forward to working and fellowshipping with you in the
future!

Youth Council
By Marten Garn, Chair
This report, unfortunately, will be much briefer than was originally intended when our charter began.
As most of you know, my Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, which I’ve lived with for nearly 7 years,
transformed into a much more aggressive form which required treatment around the first of the year. I
requested at the onset of my chemotherapy in February that I be relieved of my duties as chair. That
effectively ended the activities of the Youth Council for the duration.
Goals at the outset:
Determine the “mission” of the Youth Council.
a) What is the balance between Doing and Facilitating?
b) Discover and record Resources.
i) people
ii) tools (paper and technology)
iii) facilities and other resources (ex. Churches with showers or gyms; congregations with busses or
vans)
We made little lasting progress on any of these fronts. This could be attributed to several reasons, but
mostly it is my belief that other than one person, the efforts were not a priority when compared to
members’ other obligations. Some of it may have been attributable to growing pains and
communication issues.
Specific goals developed:
1) Establish databases of churches, the kind of facilities they possess (showers, etc), and the types of
resources they might be near (state and national parks, etc.).
2) Establish databases of youth workers, particularly people with experience and the talent to train
others.
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3) Determine how to best use available technology to our benefit (Ivan Telljohann initiated a Facebook
page for youth).
4) Determine how best to position the Youth Council to be a resource for training and otherwise
assisting youth leaders throughout the church. I do not believe the Youth Council should be running
camps/retreats other than maybe one central big event per year that would draw from around the
country.
Private Note: This falls somewhat within the jurisdiction of a different committee, but it continues to be
my firm conviction that the church needs a common curriculum to use in Christian Ed. I fail to see why
the basis for that curriculum, the old quarterlies cannot be. I know some work was done on one set of
them, but I believe that is the sum total. If we do not start educating/training our people on RLDS
“doctrine,” history, etc., the game is over except for individual pockets here and there. This includes
parents, priesthood, and the children. Our educational material needs to be plug and play because
there are so few potential teachers who know it. They can learn, however, as they teach – if the
material is put together correctly. If Christina Salyards could spend 35 years writing quarterlies, we can
spend a couple updating them – if it is even necessary. The quarterlies also have the advantage of being
common to all our factions in recent history. Perhaps they could be a tool toward rehabilitation in the
restoration movement.
This will seem off the wall, but we need to reemphasize, somehow, the maxim from the D&C that
members should marry within the church. One of our biggest problems has been young people falling
away and marrying outside the church or vice versa. A young mother who marries a man who has no
interest in the church is not nearly so likely to raise her children in the church as the one who marries a
member. One of my five children has married within the church. The one is very active. The second is
friendly to the church but lives an hour from any congregation (another problem), the third has a spouse
who is actively participating and likely to join, the fourth, I’m not sure, but I suspect will join, the fifth is
like the third – likely to join. I suspect our family is unusual in this respect.
If we do not do things like this, I do not see a bright future for the church. I certainly don’t see any need
for a youth council if we don’t keep some youth.
Finally, I apologize for not seeing this project through in the manner I envisioned. It has been a rough
first half of 2021.

Aaronic Council
By Stephen Henson, Chair

God has blessed the Aaronic Council this past year. There have been opportunities for us to help
in different ways. We've also been able to be involved in priesthood visiting. Back in September
we were able to assist for the Solemn Assembly in some of the temporal needs. It was a blessing
to be there. We enjoyed helping however we could. We also had the opportunity to assist at the
spring gathering in April in some of the same ways.
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In late May we had an Aaronic priesthood retreat. We're thankful to Missionary Branch for letting
us use their church for the weekend. Friday evening, we had dinner and a worship talking about
the theme for the weekend which was "For Such a Time as This: The Need to Magnify Our
Callings". Saturday morning, we had a Prayer service to start. We also had three great classes
taught buy Aaronic men. After a couple hour break, we had a discussion on home ministry and
then dinner. After dinner we went out to visit the members of Missionary Branch. It was a great
time! We were able to share testimonies and hear testimonies. We also read some scripture and
enjoyed visiting.
Any Aaronic priesthood that wants to get involved should contact us, 816-507-0638. We're
thankful to our Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, and we look forward to serving in the
future.

Section 4 Addendum on Page 20
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Section 4 Addendum
ARM Report Addendum
Kenya Report
By Elders Joseph Ochieng and Eric Odida
IF you ask us we would say this was the year the saints stood their ground and refused to
surrender to fear and doubt.
As I look at the manner in which the church programs in Kenya could have been adversely
affected following the advent of the covid19 pandemic, I can only say faith of the saints won
the day. Generally it was to be a year of fear and uncertainty. A period to be inward looking but
the saints in the stepped forth in faith and continued to support our programs beyond our
expectation. The Kenya church leadership had already made a decision to cut down or lower
expectations on a number of areas of usual support from the church in the US. But The Lord
came through for us through the sacrifices of the saints. The stewardship response of the body
of Christ in the US continues to provide good lessons for the saints in Kenya, who also try to
respond to the needs in their midst. This has been very encouraging.
A number of programs performed beyond our expectations.
The Retreat Center
1) The Retreat Center received support to put up additional buildings for the church’s
programs, and to improve ones earlier built. The center now has a hall for worship and large
gatherings, classrooms and rooms for accommodation that has made it possible for the
church to host her retreats instead of the rentals expenses that used to drain the church of
the most needed resources to push the gospel into new areas. The facilities still require
work to make it comfortable but our joy is that for the first time, the church has her own
facilities to conduct her programs.
2) Just before the covid19 pandemic struck last year the facility was the center of a very
successful Restoration Internship Program. High school graduates waiting to join colleges
and other areas of life gathered for a 3 months training on the restored gospel and life skills.
The lockdowns interrupted our program but it was still a very successful undertaking. This
program will be carried out every year for the high school graduates, to prepare them for
life after high school.
3) The sacrificial response by the saints also enabled the Retreat Center which also houses
AttenZion College to open doors for students admission. The college teaches practical
technical courses that will enable students to learn to used their hands and skills to serve
and earn to support their families. The students will also study restoration foundational
religious education classes as a compulsory unit of study and examination. It also offers
employments to the saints in an environment of high unemployment and biased
employment practices. Presently it is employing 10 church members and 3 non-church
members.
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Education Program
The saints’ dedication to supporting the education program saw our children continue with
their studies in the face of the difficulties posed by the pandemic. The numbers of admissions
and attendance at both the high school and post high school programs have continued to grow.
As the church has continued on a fast growth in membership this need has also increased. We
praise The Lord for the response of the saints to meet this need even in the face of economic
challenges such as was the case this past year to-date.
This program continues to give hope to the church and many poor families as children
graduating are not the same as those who do not have formal education. Their understanding
of issues affecting the family, the society and the world at large are much better. Education
further open doors for better opportunities for employment and healthy living.
The Widows Support Program and Oblation Funds
IT would have probably been a most difficult year for the widows in the church here but for the
sacrificial efforts of the saints to cushion the widows and their families from the adverse
economic effects of covid19 pandemic. The offerings made by the saints built more houses,
bought food, provided much needed medical support and has now opened new doors for the
widows to have a form of medical insurance cover (even if limited).
Coupled with this was the oblation fund that assisted the entire body of the church during the
period fraught with lockdowns and curfews in our country. The leadership was able to
distribute grain and the other foodstuffs to families that sustained them for a reasonable length
of time. This was a big relief.
The early covid19 period also saw unprecedented flooding of a district with a large number of
the saints. Houses collapsed, crops were destroyed and the saints would have seen a lot of
suffering. But the church came up with offerings that made it possible to buy foodstuffs for
the affected and to construct new buildings for them.
New Missions
The church continued to grow in the face of the environmental challenges within our country,
praise the to The Lord. A branch has grown out of a mission started late 2019. Siany branch
now has 28 members and an Elder presiding over it. A new mission also grew into a branch of
18 baptized members during the same period with an Elder Presiding over it. The Lord brought
increase of 64 baptized members into the church during this difficult period.
Elder Doug and Judi Smith
The work here is benefitting a lot from the Smith’s decision to relocate to Kenya. Besides their
work with the clinic, their mission is about spreading the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus
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Christ, and strengthening the body here. As yet they have not ventured outside Kenya because
of the covid19 based travel restrictions, but we know their ministry will greatly assist the work
in the entire region.
Eldoret which was one of the places the missionaries first baptized members into the church in
the 90s but went dormant after some problems has started a mission again. Elder Doug Smith
has been working with the group which has 6 baptized members, with 3 more asking to be
baptized. The church is also working in other new areas including Nyalenda, Mombasa, Ogembo
and Nyahera amongst others. The Lord has been so good to us. We praise His name as we share
these testimonies with the saints who share the privilege of Christ to take the fullness of the
gospel into the whole world. God bless you and your families.
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