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V. A Blueprint for Talents
Pro. 31:11-13 "The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shal have no need
of gpail. She will do him good not evil dl the days of her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and
worketh willingly with her hands.”
A.( In depth) When we built our house, there were many different blueprints. It
seemed we had a blueprint for everything. Blueprints for plumbing, hegting,
support walls etc. etc. These blueprints, if followed properly, would assst usin
achieving the find goal, a completed house, with the proper support walls, hesting,
plumbing, eectrica wiring, etc. etc. dl in their proper places.

Here we find a part of the blueprint that tells us, to reach the find god of eternd
life, we need to be faithful in the development of our talents. We need to be so
fathful in this area, that the very heart of God can trust in us. We need to be so
faithful that He can trugt usto use dl the taents He has given us—trust us to not
let even one spoil or go unused, but al will be used to build up His Kingdom on
this earth and glorify Him.

B. InMait. 25:1-12 We compared the wise virgins, to the virtuous woman of
Proverbs. Directly following that parable in Matt. is another parable about the
talents. Mat.25;13-33 Here we see those who waste thair talents cannot dwell in
the Kingdom of Heaven. Like the unwise virginsthey will not be able to enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven, when the Lord comes. Directly following the opening
statement about the virtuous woman, and her price being above rubies, we find the
Statement that her husband, Who we now know is Chrigt, can trust in her because
thereisno spoil. Soiit isthat we find that the two parablesin Mat. 25 correspond
with the 2 opening verses of Proverbs.

1. Please note that both of these parables in essence refer to the fact that there

should be no waste, or spail.

2. Inthe Doctrine and Covenants we find that development of out talentsisaso

connected with being one of God's jewels.

Sec. 60:1-2b". .. 1 amnot well pleased, for they will not open their mouths, but
hide the talent which | have given unto them, because of the fear of man. Woe
unto such, for mine anger iskindled againg them. . .and in the day when | shall
make up my jewels, al men shall know what it is that bespesketh the power of
God."

C. InPro.31:13 "She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands."
The wool and flax are raw materids that need to be made into something useful.
We must seek out our raw talents and cultivate them to be used for the Kingdom.



The wool and flax are symbolic of our undeveloped taents.

Sec.46:4-7f gives us an excdlent discourse on talents and gifts. In part it says
". . .seek ye earnestly the best gifts, dways remembering for what they are given;
for verily | say unto you, They are given for the benefit of those who love me and
keep dl my commandments. . .and verily | say unto you, | would that ye should
adways remember, and dways retain in your minds what those gifts are, that are
given unto the church, for al have not every gift given unto them; for there are
many gifts, and to every man is given a gift by the Spirit of God: to someit is
given one, and to some is given another, that al may be profited thereby. . .and dl
these gifts come from God, for the benefit of the children of God."

We see here that everyone has at least one gift. In the Parable in Matthew those
who developed their talents acquired even more talents. The Lord upon His return
sad to them "Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a
few things, | will make thee ruler over many things, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord." (25:21& 23) The virtuous woman searches out her talents and develops
them. The heart of God can trust in her because she is true and faithful and
diligently develops her taents and uses them to bless othersin the household of
God.

D. Vase 12 Tdlsusthat shewill, ". . .do him good and not evil dl the days of her
life" Itistruethat we must do good al the days of our lives. That is not to say
that we will not sSn upon occasion, but when we fdl into transgresson, we will not
choose to remain there, but will quickly repent. We want to be accounted as
faithful when we meet our Lord face to face. We want to be able to hear the
words "wel done my good and faithful servant enter into the joy of the Lord." To
endure unto the end and dways be counted among the faithful is aimportant part
of the blueprint.

[1 Nephi 13:29-32 saysit thisway "Wherefore, if ye shdl pressforward, feasting
upon the word of Chrigt, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father: Ye
shdl have eternd life" (verse 30)

E. (Tosumit up) The virtuous womean isfaithful and the very heart of God can trust
in her. She develops her talents for the good of His Kingdom. She does good all
the days of her life and endures to the end.

F. (On the surface, verses 11-13)

1. Thevirtuous woman works willingly to meet the needs of her family, and lets
nothing spail. It isimportant for every woman to be a good manager of her
household. If we are not careful, we can waste food, and other resources faster
than money can buy them. The virtuous woman must plan carefully and
manage the affairs of her home in such away that thereisno spoil. There are
many good Christian based books available on this subject. It isimportant that
we gain what knowledge we can in this area so that we can become good
stewards over our households. We need to be stewards over dl the gfts God
has given us, both the physicd and the spiritud. Taents, time, and our
physical resources must be used in amanner designed by God. To do so we



must day in tune with Him.

2. Her earthly husband can place histrust in her, he can trust her to manage the
affars of thehome. We find agood example of thisin Bertha Madison Smith,
the wife of Joseph Smith the 111. Joseph Smith the [11 wrote of his wife Bertha
"l found my second wife to be a most capable woman, onein whom | could
place my implicit confidence, and in whose care | dwaysfdt it safe to leave my
home affairs without question, when | entered into the ministry of my work
which required me to go upon digtant trips. | felt an assurance that she would
not only do the best she could but that she possessed the natura ability to

discharge the duties of her position honorably and acceptably.”
3.  Emma Smith wife of the prophet Joseph Smith also set aexample for usto
follow. Truy Joseph's heart could trust in her, in al things. During the winter
of 1838-39 mobs drove the saints from their homes in Missouri. Emma escaped
with her smdl children and walked across the frozen Missssippi river. In her
arms she carried baby Alexander. Little Fredrick, Joseph the 11 and Juliaclung
to her skirts. Concealed beneath her skirts she carried the manuscript of the
Inspired Verson. Yes, Joseph's heart could trust in Emma. He once said of
Emma "My beloved Emma- she that was my wife, even the wife of my youth,
and the choice of my heart." Her mother-in law, Lucy Mack Smith, said of her,
"l have never seen awoman in my life who would endure every species of
fatigue and hardship, from month to month, and from year to year, with the
unflinching courage, zed and patience, which she has ever done.”

How were Emmaand Bertha able to set such examplesfor usto follow? |
believe it was because they were in tune with the Spirit of God which assstsus
in every avenuein our lives. We will shortly see that the virtuous woman in
Proverbsisindeed surrounded by the Holy Spirit.

4. To keep our home running smoothly and to avoid waste of resources we must
cdl upon God and ask His Spirit to guide and direct usin the daily affairs of
our homes.

a. Tedimony: | remember my cousin telling how poor they were when her
children werelittle. She had just enough money to buy some fabric to
make her son a couple of new shirts for school. When she started to lay the
pattern out, she prayed that she might do it properly so as not to waste any
of the fabric. First shelaid it out the way it showed on the pattern package.
Then, shesad, it wasasif her mind was enlightened and she saw a better
way to lay the patterns on the materid. She quickly laid it out the new way
and redlized that she could get two shirts out of each piece of materid.
What ablessing, instead of two new shirts, her son now had four new
ghirts.

5. If we are managing the affairs of our home in the proper way, the way designed
by God, indeed our earthly husbands can trust in usaso. To do this we must
day in tune with God. Over and over again in this parable of the virtuous
woman we are given the in depth blueprints that show us how to say in tune



with our God. When we follow the blueprints dl the rest will begin to fdl into
place.

6. Alsoonthe surfaceleve the statement "The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her, so that he shal have no need of spail” brings usto the concept of
the deep and abiding friendship that should devel op between a husband and
wife. James Dobson in his book "Life on the Edge’ comments thet very few
marriages become truly bonded marriages. A bonded marriage is when the
husband and wife become best friends on a deep level where they can share their
innermost thoughts and desires. They share abond of intimacy that is not only
physica, but emotiona and spiritud aswell. The virtuous woman gtrives to
develop thistype of bonded relationship with her husband—a rdaionship
where the heart of her husband can safdly trust in her on every level. Thereare
many good books available to us today on the subject of developing agood
marriage reaionship. Thisisan areathat is very important and should not be
ignored. Here again, when we pray and are led by the Holy Spirit, we can be
led to the right books and information, we can be led to do and say those things
that will build the marriage rdlationship in a pogstive way.

V. A Blueprint for Inviting the Holy Spirit into your Life
Pro31:14-15 "Sheislike the merchants ships; she bringeth her food from afar.”

A. (In Depth) In Strongs Concordance it says that merchant ship, in the Hebrew
(#5503=5507) when used in the feminine means "'something surrounding the
person as a shield or buckler."

It isthe Holy Spirit that surrounds the virtuous woman as a shield and buckler.
She does not stand alone. It is with the assstance of the Holy Spirit thet sheis able
to become the virtuous woman that God has caled her to be. Without the help of
the Holy Spirit it would be impossible to become like the virtuous woman
described in Proverbs. It isonly aswe invite the Holy Spirit to come and surround
us and dwell in us and function as a partner in our daily lives that we can become
like her.

B. Inverse 15 we see the virtuous woman riseth while it is yet night. In sec. 63:16
we see the importance of prayer. It says™Y e receive the Spirit through prayer.”
Thus we see the importance of an early morning prayer time—if need be to arise
before dawn. Jesus sat the example for He spent time in prayer in those early
morning hours. We dl know how busy our lives are once the day begins. It is hard
to fit in that prayer time once the business of the day is upon us. We must
discipline oursdves and get in the habit of having amorning prayer time, if we
want the Holy Spirit functioning in our lives.

C. Inverse 14 we seethat she brings food from afar. This does not mean that she
drivesto the Price Chopper across town instead of the one down the block. The
scriptures do come to us from afar. The words of the holy prophets and apostles
and those afar off come down through time as recorded in the scriptures.

Il Peter 3:1-2 .. .inwhich | stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance;



That ye may be mindful of the words. . .spoken before by the holy prophets, and of
the commandments of us, the gpostles of the Lord and Savior.”

We areto stir our minds up and read those words spoken before by the holy
prophets and the aposties.

In verse 15 she ariseth early to get mest for her household, and even aportion to
her maidens. This coincides with amorning prayer time. It isaso to be atime of
study. The very bread of life isfound in the scriptures, and we must study the word
so0 that we may be able to impart of it to those around us. Also that we may walk
correctly obeying the word and be aliving example to those around us. How can
we do thisif we do not know the words of life that have been given to us.

I1 Nephi 14:4 ". . .Feast upon the words of Chrigt; for behold the words of Christ will
tell you dl things what ye should do."
John 6:27 “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meet which
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man hath power to give. . ."

1. Tesimony: Thewords of Christ do tell usdl things that we should do.

| am reminded of when my children were very little and some psychologists
were saying that it was hedthy to let children fight and argue with their

ghlings | wondered if this could be true. The next mormning in my quiet time

| was reading the Book Of Mormon and | read these wordsin Mosiah 2:25-27
"And ye will not suffer you children, that they go hungry, or naked; Neither

will ye suffer that they transgress the laws of God, and fight and quarrel one
with another. . .ye will teach them to love one another, and to serve one
another;"

My heart burned within me and | knew that | should never let my children

fight and quarrd. | dways made my girls get dong with each other and
work out any difficultiesin acam and peaceful way. They areinther 30's
now and remain the best of friends.
D. Sheapplies God'sword in her daily life, and waks in the Spirit and brings ministry
to others as she goes about her daily activities.

1. Often our family members may have needs that we are not even aware of, but
God isaware, and by the power of His Holy Spirit our minds can be
enlightened thus enabling us to meet their needs.

a. Tedimony: Our daughter Sandy was in aterrible accident with her
husband's truck severd years ago. The week before her accident, we wert
to vigt her in lowa, where shelives. | knew that the driver’s Sde seat belt
in her truck was jammed, but had forgotten dl about it, until we were
leaving Independence. Just as| started to get into our car, astrong
impresson cameinto my mind. It said "Tell Hal to take histool box. He
mugt fix the seat belt while you are therel" | told my husband to go get his
tool box, and he did.

While we were visting, he fixed the seet belt. Six days later our
daughter was driving the truck and had aterrible accident. She swerved to



miss something, her whedls went off the paved road and hit the gravel. She
skidded for 45 feset, then left the road and was airborne for 54 feet, and
crashed upside down in adeep ravine. The men at the scene of the

accident said without her seat belt, she would have died. Her seat belt was
stretched and shredded, but it held. She was blessed in many ways that day
and her life was spared. How thankful we are for the quiet yet strong voice

of the Holy Spirit that reminded me of the jammed seet belt. The gift of

the Holy Spirit isawonderful thing. We dways need to have him functioning in
our lives and be listening for his quiet but strong voice.

2. Inverse 15 note that she gives to her maidens. These maidens were those who
serve her. Inour day and age they are the grocery store clerk, the waitress,
etc.—adll those we come in contact with during our dally activities. We need to
be ready to meet the needs of those we come in contact with every day. We
need to be in tune with God so that we can meet their needs and give them that
mest which comes from above.

a. Tedimony: | cannot help but recal ahairdresser | usedto goto. Shewas
agood Christian woman. | had experienced a horrible week. There had been
atruly earth shattering crisis enter our lives. | did not want to discuss it with
anyone outside of the family. | wasin extreme distress and pain over the events
of theweek. | went to get my hair done, and my hairdresser asked mean
innocent question, a question she had asked me many times before. Thisweek
the question caught me off guard. She asked me "how is your week going?' |
s inslence | did not know what to say. My mind went blank, and al | could
think of wasthe current criss facing our family. Tears weled up and ran down
my cheeksand | just sat and cried. | was so embarrassed, and thought | would
get up and leave, but my hair was haf set. It wasjudt aterrible moment. This
good woman, | believe functioned under the guidance and direction of the
Spirit. She sad, "dl the women in here today are Chrigtian women. Why don't
we have prayer together." She went to the other 3 women and asked them if
they would come and pray for me. Therein that beauty shop alittle circle
formed. It wasastrange group redly. We were dl of different denominations.
My hair was haf set, one woman was having her hair frosted and had on a cap
with just pieces of her hair sticking out, another was in curlers, and the other in
perm rods. | have never before or since been in such a strange little prayer
group. We formed acircle and held each other’ s hands and the women took
turns praying for me. During those prayers, the Spirit of God filled that beauty
shop and by the end of the prayers we were al deeply touched. | was
comforted and peace flooded my soul. It wasatruly beautiful experience. You
seethisday | was one of my hairdresser’ s hand maidens, and she provided me
with the opportunity to receive that which was needful in my life. Thisisour
responsibility as virtuous women to provide the bread of life to our family and
those we come in contact with.

3. Thefunctions of the Holy Spirit are varied and many. To discussdl of them



would be another whole class by itsdlf. Let mejust say the Holy Spirit
functioning in your life is something to be greatly desired. The Holy Spirit will
comfort you, strengthen you, enlighten, guide and direct you, reved the
mysteries of the Kingdom to you, bear witness to you of theliving Chrigt. He
can compel you to action, warn you away from danger and temptation. He can
aso help you to develop dl the fruits of the Spirit. He can lift your prayer life

to ahigher level and enable you pray in accordance with the will of God. In
times of fear He can cdmyou. The Holy Spirit can bring joy to your heart, and
peace to your soul. Heislike the American Express card you just don't want to
leave home without him.

E. Thevirtuous woman redlizes that her body isatemple for the Holy Spirit and she
keepsit fit with diet and exercise. God is concerned with the physical side of our nature
and has given us many ingtructions concerning our bodies. Sec.86 'the Word of
Wisdom' is agood example of such ingruction. We should study these words and try
to follow them. We need to aso keep our temples free from those thingsin the world
that will pollute our minds and hearts. When we partake of movies that take the name
of the Lord in vain, can the Holy Spirit abide with us while we are listening to such
things? We need to think carefully about those things that will make our temples unfit
for the Holy Spirit to dwell in.

F. (Tosumit up) When we put these verses together we see that the virtuous woman
keeps an early morning quiet time of prayer and study. Thisiswhere sheinvitesthe
Holy Spirit into her daily life and obtains the spiritual food for her household and for
those she comesin contact with, as she goes about her daily activities She bringsdl
aress of her life under the direction of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit surrounds her as
ashied and abuckler, he also guides and directs her. Thisenables her to livea
balanced life. A life where her relaionship with Jesus Chrigt, her earthly husband, her
children and others are dways in proper balance. She knows her body is atemple for
the Holy Spirit and keeps hersdf spiritudly pure and physicaly fit.

1. Incosng thissubject, | might add that if youwork, it is harder to fit in thet
prayer and study time. Be creative. Turn your drive to work into a prayer
time. Buy tapes of the scriptures and play them in your car on the drive home.
Listen to the scriptures while you exercise, do house work, etc. Whatever you
do, fit prayer and study into your daily schedule.

G. (Onthe surface) The virtuous woman is not afraid of hard physica labor, and when
it is needed, she will arise early S0 that she may meset the needs of her household.



