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Life's Profound Questions

• Who has the best answers for life’s
profound questions?
• Where do I go to find those answers?
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Life's Profound Questions
• Where did I come from, and is my life just a cosmic
accident?
• Is there any meaning or purpose for being here?
• Why is there evil and suffering?
• Isn't the idea of God just a crutch to help ignorant
people limp through life?
• Don't all religions basically teach the same things?
• When we reach the end, do we simply cease to
exist?
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Worldview
A “worldview” is a concept of this existence that
attempts to answer life’s profound questions. A
worldview has no value unless it can explain:
• Origins – Where did we come from?
• Meaning – Is there any purpose in this life?
• Morality – What principles should we live by?
• Destiny – What does the future hold?
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Christians in the World
To get some sense of proportion:
 Catholics – 1.28 billion
 Protestants – about 900 million
o

Evangelicals –about 600 million (most are Pentecostals and
Charismatics)
• Charismatics – believe spiritual gifts continue today.
• Pentecostals – speaking in tongues is THE sign of conversion.




LDS - 15 million
Restoration – a few thousand
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"Fullness"? "Restored"?
• If someone asked you these questions, what would you
say to them?
o
o

What is the "fullness" of the gospel?
What do you mean by "the gospel was restored"?

"How full is it? Well, it's about this full!"
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"Fullness" and "Restored"?
• Why does this gospel give you hope?
• What do we mean by “fullness” of the gospel and
“restored” gospel?

7

Is The "Restored Gospel" Important?

“One must keep on pointing out that Christianity [the
restored gospel] is a statement which, if false, is of no
importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The one thing
it cannot be is moderately important.”
C.S. Lewis
God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics
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Existing Creeds:
Some Degree of Error
“My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which
of all the sects was right that I might know which to join. No
sooner therefore did I get possession of myself, so as to be
able to speak, than I asked the Personage who stood above
me in the light, which of all the sects was right, (for at this
time it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong,)
and which I should join.”
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Existing Creeds:
Some Degree of Error
“I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all
wrong, and the Personage who addressed me said that all their
creeds were an abomination in His sight; that those
professors were all corrupt, ‘they draw near to me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me; they teach for doctrine the
commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny
the power thereof.’ He again forbade me to join with any of
them....”
Joseph Smith, Jr.
Times and Seasons (vol. 3 & 4)
Nauvoo, Illinois, 1839- 1846
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UPON THIS
ROCK I WILL
BUILD MY
CHURCH
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The Rock of the Revelation
of Jesus Christ
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God . . . Blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in
heaven . . . Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.
Matthew 16:16-18
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Rock? Prevail?

1. When Jesus said this, What did he mean by “this rock”?

2. What did he mean by “prevail”?
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COMMON GROUND: Same Jesus
Restoration: The object of our faith is the same as other
Christian denominations. We believe in the same Jesus:
For behold, the time cometh, and is not far distant, that with power, the
Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is from all eternity to all
eternity, shall come down from heaven, among the children of men, and
shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay . . . And he shall be called Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of
all things, from the beginning; and his mother shall be called Mary.
Mosiah 1:97 & 102
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Common Ground

Catholic, Protestant and Restoration
1) We worship the same Jesus (Mosiah 1:97).
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WE ARE SAVED
BY CHRIST
ALONE
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Common Ground: Christ Alone
Restoration: We are saved by Christ alone.
And now, my beloved brethren, after ye have gotten into this strait
and narrow path, I would ask, if all is done? Behold, I say unto you,
Nay; for ye have not come thus far, save it were by the word of
Christ, with unshaken faith in him, relying WHOLLY upon the merits
of HIM who is mighty to save.
2 Nephi 13:27-28
. . . relying alone upon the merits of Christ, who was the author
and the finisher of their faith.
Moroni 6:5
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Common Ground: Christ Alone
And if ye believe on his name, ye will repent of all your
sins, that thereby ye may have a remission of them
through HIS merits.
Helaman 5:67
And now my son, I have told you this, that ye may learn
wisdom, that ye may learn of me that there is no other
way nor means whereby man can be saved, ONLY in
and through Christ.
Alma 18:11
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Sharing the Gospel

Every witnessing opportunity should begin by establishing
common ground. For our evangelical friends:
1) We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
2) We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
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WE ARE SAVED
BY GRACE
ALONE

20

Common Ground: Grace Alone

Restoration: We are saved by grace alone.
And remember after ye are reconciled unto God, that
it is ONLY in and through the grace of God that ye
are saved.
2 Nephi 7:42
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Sharing the Gospel

Christian Belief:
1) We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
2) We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
3) We are saved by his grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42).
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"GRACE”: THE
KEY THAT
UNLOCKS GOD’S
POWER IN OUR
LIVES
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Grace: Unlocking God’s Power
What is grace?






Most Protestants say grace is: “unmerited favor.”
Strong’s Concordance gives a literal definition: Charis means “the
divine influence upon the heart and its reflection in the life.”
We need to look at 1 Corinthians 15:10 to derive an operational
definition of grace: “the desire and power to do God's will.”
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Grace: Desire/Power - Do God's Will
The definition of "grace" that says it's "the desire and power
to do God's will" is derived from the following verse:
But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,
but the grace of God which was with me.
1 Corinthians 15:10
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Grace: Desire/Power - Do God's Will

. . . continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will
and to act according to his good purpose.

Philippians 2:12-13
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What is Grace?

1)
2)
3)
4)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God's will (1 Cor 15:10).
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WHAT IS
“JUSTIFICATION”?

28

Two Types of Grace
Justifying Grace and Sanctifying Grace
D & C 17:6 a-c:
a. And we know that all men must repent and believe on the name of Jesus
Christ and worship the Father in his name, and endure in faith on his name
to the end, or they cannot be saved in the kingdom of God.
b. And we know that justification through the grace of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, is just and true;
c. And we know, also, that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, is just and true, to all those who love and serve God
with all their mights, minds, and strength.
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Justifying Grace
What is Justification?
The Restoration View of “Justification”
 “Justification” is BOTH an event and process initiated by “God’s grace” in
which the righteousness of Christ that we don’t deserve is credited to our
account:
• by a forensic declaration at initial belief as described in John 5:24 and
Romans 8:1, 33-34 (an “event”), and
• as we allow “God’s justifying grace” to accomplish repentance, faith and baptisms
as described in Hebrews 6:1-3 and James 2:24 (a “process”).



Justified by “Christ alone” (2 Ne. 13:27-28) through “grace alone” (2 Ne. 7:42).
Rather than only two possibilities of condemnation or justification, there are
THREE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS: condemnation, justification or ignorance
(Romans 5:13, Romans 4:15, James 4:17, Romans 10:14, Luke 12:47-48, 2 Nephi
6:51-53).
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Sanctifying Grace
Restoration View
Restoration View of “Sanctification”:
Sanctification: the process of becoming more like Christ.
 It is the gift of God’s sanctifying grace, that gives us the desire
and power to do God’s will (1 Corinthians 15:10, D&C 17:6c).
 It is only by a power outside ourselves, a supernatural act, that we
could ever arrive at the “measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)
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A FALSE
ASSURANCE
OF SALVATION
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Distorted Gospel
John MacArthur:
“Not everyone who calls himself a Christian really is.
Unbelievers do make false professions of faith in Christ,
and people who are not truly Christians can be deceived into
thinking they are believers . . . The cheap grace and easy
faith of a distorted gospel are ruining the purity of the
church.”
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Distorted Gospel
MacArthur continued:
“The softening of the New Testament message has
brought with it a putrefying inclusivism that in effect sees
almost any kind of positive response to Jesus as
tantamount to saving faith. Christians today are likely
to accept anything other than utter rejection as
authentic faith in Christ.”
John MacArthur The Gospel According to Jesus, p. 37
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A Distorted Gospel and a False
Assurance of Salvation
Matthew 7:13-14:
13

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and MANY there be which go in thereat.

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that
find it.
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Using Grace to Excuse Lifestyle
Antinomianism (i.e., not subject to law)
"For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were
before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men,
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness
[indecency, absence of restraint], and denying the only
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ."
Jude 1:4
[Note: There are some evangelicals who say that, because they are saved by
grace, their actions or lifestyle have no bearing on their eternal destiny.]
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Grace Results in Faith & Works

God’s “justifying grace” works within us to accomplish
his purpose for our lives:
. . . continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to
act according to his good purpose.
Philippians 2:12-13
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Sharing the Gospel
For our evangelical friends:
1) We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
2) We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
3) We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
4) Grace is the desire and power to do God’s will (1 Cor 15:10).
5) It's possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
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MORE THAN
ONE GOSPEL:
THE NATURE
OF FAITH
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1) Easy-Believism
EASY BELIEVISM – “Accepting Christ as my Savior” or "faith"
consists of:
1) Knowledge – I understand that Christ saves; and
2) Assent – I recognize that that Christ’s salvation applies to me
personally.
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Faith
“Faith" consists of:
1) Knowledge – I understand that Christ saves;
2) Assent – I recognize that Christ’s salvation applies to me;
3) Trust – I make a commitment to Christ

41

TRUE FAITH
LEADS TO
ACTION
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True Faith Leads to Action
Matthew 14:26-29:
• And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.
• But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
• And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me
come unto thee on the water [belief].
• And he said, Come [assurance]. And when Peter was come
down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus
[action and power].
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True Faith Leads to Action

What is a true, saving “faith”?
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
Galatians 5:6
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The Gospel

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God’s will (1 Cor 15:10).
It’s possible to have a false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
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REPENTANCE
SAVES
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What is "Repentance"?

Definition of “Repentance”:
 Protestants: “a change of mind about who Christ is”

 Strong's: “to think differently or to reconsider”
 Restoration: “a remorse for sin that alters the
pattern of sin in our lives”
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Must Repentance Bear Fruit?

Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance . . .
Luke 3:8
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit
[continue in] sin;
1 John 3:9
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Is "Faith Alone" Enough?

No, repentance is also necessary for salvation:
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord.
Acts 3:19
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Sharing the Gospel
For our evangelical friends:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God’s will (1 Cor 15:10).
It’s possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
Repentance is more than a change of mind (Luke 3:8).
Repentance saves (Acts 3:19).
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SURRENDER
(WILLINGNESS TO
OBEY) SAVES
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"Surrender" To Christ As Lord
• Is it possible to be a “carnal” Christian?
• Is surrender (i.e., a willingness to obey) really
necessary?
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:36
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Sharing the Gospel
For our evangelical friends:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God’s will (1 Cor 15:10).
It’s possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
Repentance is more than a change of mind (Luke 3:8).
Repentance saves (Acts 3:19).
Surrender to Christ as "Lord," not just Savior (Acts 2:36).
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OBEDIENCE
(NOT JUST A
"WILINGNESS
TO OBEY")
SAVES
54

Does "Obedience" Save?

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 7:21
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Does "Obedience" Save?

We believe that through the atonement of Christ all
mankind may be saved by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the gospel.
Joseph Smith, Jr.

Epitome of Faith
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Sharing the Gospel
For our evangelical friends:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God's will (1 Cor 15:10).
It's possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
Repentance is more than a change of mind (Luke 3:8).
Repentance saves (Acts 3:19).
Surrender to Christ as Lord, not just Savior (Acts 2:36).
Obedience saves (Mat. 7:21; Mat. 19:16-26; Mat. 25:31-46).
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BAPTISM SAVES
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Does "Baptism" Save?

Jesus to Nicodemus in John 3:3-5:
• Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
• Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?
• Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
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Does "Baptism" Save?
•

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
Acts 22:16

•

Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 3:20-21
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Baptism: Sacrament or Ordinance
Christianity has conflicting beliefs about water baptism:
1.

Sacramentalists: Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and "mainline
Protestants" say that water baptism is a "sacrament" conducted by
God by which they are:
• saved – forgives infant's "original sin" (vs. a "believer's baptism" for ALL sin.)
• receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, (we separate this into "confirmation")
• born again (fulfilling the "water and Spirit" requirement in John 3:3-5).

2.

Ordinance View: Evangelicals say that water baptism is an
"ordinance" conducted by man (i.e., human effort only):
simply an “ordinance” that does not save,
• just a "memorial" or "sign" of a "born again" experience that already
occurred at initial belief.
•
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Believer's Baptism vs.
Baptism of Little Children
Christians DISAGREE with one another regarding:
• "Believer's baptism" – which says that, before he can be baptized, a
person must be mature enough to understand morality, God, sin,
salvation, etc. in order to make a conscious choice for Christ (we &
evangelicals agree on this as a requirement).
• "Pēdo-baptism" - baptizing infants/little children to forgive original sin
and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts (we believe is wrong)
o
o

Pēdo-baptists use "household conversions" (Acts 16:31) to justify this.
They have a "confirmation" later when those who were baptized are
mature enough to understand what was done in their infancy.
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Baptism: Sacrament or Ordinance
• "Sacramentalists" include:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Catholics,
Eastern Orthodox,
Anglicans,
Lutherans,
Methodists,
Reformed Churches, and
Restorationist Churches (like Churches of Christ).

• "Ordinance View" – is held by Evangelical Protestants
(.e.g, Baptists), not mainline liberal Protestants.
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Baptism: Sacrament or Ordinance
The Restored Gospel:
Regarding "sacramentalism," we agree that, if properly administered,
water baptism saves, but:
 water baptism doesn't save infants or give them the gift of the Holy
Spirit (a child's blessing should be provided instead as described in
Mark 10:13-16),
 a "believer's baptism" is required for salvation (Acts 2:37-38),
 water baptism is normally a separate phenomenon from spirit
baptism.
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Three Purposes of Baptism

In the Restoration, baptism involves three things:





remission of sin – Acts 2:38; Mosiah 9:40 & 44.
method of entrance into the church – Acts 2:41; Mosiah 9:50.
covenant to obey God's commands – Acts 2:44-47; Mosiah 9:41.
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Does "Baptism" Save?

John 3:5:
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.
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the Gospel
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42) .
Grace is the desire and power to do God's will (1 Cor 15:10).
It's possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
Repentance is more than a change of mind (Luke 3:8).
Repentance saves (Acts 3:19).
Surrender to Christ as Lord, not just Savior (Acts 2:36).
Obedience saves (Mat. 7:21; Mat. 19:16-26; Mat. 25:31-46).
Baptism saves (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:20-21).
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LAYING ON
HANDS TO
CONVEY THE
GIFT OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT
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Lay on Hands to Receive Gift of H.S.
Acts 8:12-17 is an instance of laying on hands to convey the
gift of the Holy Spirit after water baptism:
12

14

15
16

17

But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized . . .
Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter
and John:
Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost:
(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Ghost.
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Lay on Hands to Receive Gift of H.S.
Acts 19:1-6 is another instance of laying on hands to convey
the gift of the Holy Spirit after water baptism:
1

2

5

6

. . . Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to
Ephesus . . .
He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost . . .
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.
And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied.
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Lay on Hands to Receive Gift of H.S.
Acts 9:17 describes another example of laying on hands to
convey the gift of the Holy Spirit, but this time before water
baptism:
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
Acts 22:16 tells us that Ananias then instructed Saul to be
baptized and wash away his sins:
And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
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Laying on Hands to Receive Gift of H.S.
 However, all Christian faiths believe we must be “born of the Spirit,”
but they disagree as to how and when that happens:
• at the point of initial belief,
• at the moment of water baptism or
• through laying on hands after baptism.
 In the Restoration, the ordinance of “confirmation” is the point
at which “regeneration” (being born again) and “justification”
(being declared to have received the righteousness of Christ)
are complete and we can have an assurance of our salvation.
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ENDURE TO THE
END
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Eternal Security:
"Once Saved, Always Saved"
Does John 10:27-29 refer to “eternal security”?
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me;
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.
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We Must Endure to the End
• For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost,
• And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come,
• If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
him to an open shame.
Hebrews 6:4-6

• But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Matthew 24:13
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THE GOSPEL
1) We worship the same Jesus (Mos. 1:97).
2) We are saved by the merits of Christ alone (2 Ne. 13:27-28).
3) We are saved by grace alone (2 Ne. 7:42).
4) Grace is the desire and power to do God's will (1 Cor 15:10).
5) It's possible to have false assurance of salvation (Mat 7:13-14).
6) True faith always leads to action (Mat. 14:26-29).
7) Repentance is more than a change of mind (Luke 3:8).
8) Repentance saves (Acts 3:19).
9 )Surrender to Christ as Lord, not just Savior (Acts 2:36).
10) Obedience saves (Mat. 7:21; Mat. 19:16-26; Mat. 25:31-46).
11) Baptism saves (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:20-21).
12) Endure to the end (Hebrews 6:4-6; Mat. 24:13).
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THOSE WHO
HAVE NOT BEEN
TAUGHT THE
GOSPEL
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Those Who Have Not Been Taught
EVANGELICAL VIEW
They have the light of "creation" as a witness
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.
Romans 1:20

They have the light of "conscience" as a witness
.... their conscience also bearing witness...
Romans 2:15
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Those Who Have Not Been Taught
EVANGELICAL VIEW
“Therefore, the aborigine isolated in the jungle, who has
never heard the gospel, will be condemned. Having had
the witness of creation and conscience, he was given the
ability to respond. We all rightly deserve hell. It is a
gracious and sovereign God who, in mercy, chooses to
save any of us.”
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Those Who Have Not Been Taught
RESTORATION VIEW
"You are accountable for what you know"
But he that knew not and did commit things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed much, of him
they will ask the more.
Luke 12:48
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Those Who Have Not Been Taught
RESTORATION VIEW

"You are accountable for what you know"
Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sin.
James 4:17
. . . for where no law is, there is no transgression.
Romans 4:15
But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.
Romans 5:13 (NIV)
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Those Who Have Not Been Taught
RESTORATION VIEW
"You are accountable for what you know"
2 Nephi 6:51-53:
51 Wherefore he hath given a law; and where there is no law given
there is no punishment;
52 And where there is no punishment, there is no condemnation;
53 And where there is no condemnation, the mercies of the Holy One
of Israel have claim upon them, because of the atonement.
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Discuss Subjects in This Order
Attempt to present subjects in the following order:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christ – What is your testimony?
Grace - Define
Faith - Define
Repentance – Define and show necessary to be saved
Surrender – Demonstrate that necessary for salvation
Obedience – More than “willingness” to obey
Baptism – must include right internal condition of heart
Endure to the End vs. “once saved, always saved”
Rewards or Glories – use Charles Stanley’s quote
Those who have not been taught the gospel
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CALVINISM
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T.U.L.I.P.
TOTAL DEPRAVITY
Calvinists: suggest that man is in such bondage to sin that he is
incapable of choosing to follow God because of passages like Jer. 17:9.
Response: The Inspired Version affirms that man is “carnal, sensual
and devilish.” Humanity is depraved, but that depravity is not
“total.” Per John 1:9, John 3:19, John 5:40, 2 Thess. 2:10, etc., a
degree of God’s Spirit is given to every man who comes into the world
enabling him to choose righteousness.
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T.U.L.I.P.
UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION
Calvinists: “To suggest that we know why God chooses some and
rejects others undermines his sovereignty. He simply loves some more
than he loves others. We do not know why, in his mercy, he chooses to
save anyone."
Response: Predestination, as described in Eph. 1:11 and Romans
8:28-30, means that God decided our eternal destiny long ago based
on his foreknowledge of the choices we would make. Therefore
“human free will” has more influence in determining our salvation.
This is called “Arminianism."
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T.U.L.I.P.
LIMITED ATONEMENT
Calvinists: “Christ died upon the cross for the purpose of saving
only an elect few that he predestined to salvation. At the point of his
death on the cross, their salvation was guaranteed. Nothing they did
would alter that fact.”
Response: Christ’s death on the cross only provided a means for
redemption for those who choose to follow him. Salvation was not
locked into place at the cross. Christ died for the sins of the
whole world. Arminians call this Universal Redemption or General
Atonement (John 12:32; I Cor. 15:22; I John 2:2).
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T.U.L.I.P.
IRRESISTIBLE GRACE
Calvinists: “When God elects you to be saved, his grace is an
overwhelming, all-powerful force that cannot be resisted. Nothing man
can do will alter his destiny once God has elected him for salvation.”
Response: According to John 1:9, God provides a degree of his grace
to every person who comes into the world. Yet not everyone chooses
to follow him. It is possible for man to resist the impulse of the Holy
Spirit and choose to rebel against him. Grace is not irresistible.
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T.U.L.I.P.
PERSEVERENCE or ETERNAL SECURITY
“Once saved, always saved”
Calvinists: “A true believer has the assurance of salvation. God would not
give this assurance unless it were guaranteed, locked in, unalterable.”
Response: It is true that believers are given the assurance of salvation
(Heb. 11:3; I John 5:10-13). However, the idea that the believer can never
choose to reject God seems contrary to teachings in Heb. 6:4-6, Matt.
10:22, Matt. 24:13, Luke 8:13, Col. 1:23, 2 Peter 1:10 and 2 Peter 3:17.
For someone who suggests that “those who deny Christ were never saved
in the first place,” read these passages carefully. It is possible to fall
away.
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The Restoration
Even though Arminianism is a minority view among Protestants,
Joseph Smith adopted that perspective on all five points:
•
•
•
•
•

Predestination – based on God’s foreknowledge
Unlimited Atonement – Christ died for all
Human Free Will (or “agency”)
God’s grace is not irresistible
Perseverance: It is possible to fall from grace.

There is doctrinal error in other churches, but there are also honesthearted believers, such as Arminius, who have been responsive to
the truth of God.
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CONTINUING
MODERN
REVELATION
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Does God still want to reveal his will to man as he
has in times past?
The Restored Gospel affirms “continuing modern revelation.”
Examples of doctrinal error:
1.Some churches believe that, based on passages such as Revelation 20:12,
the canon of scripture is closed, and that the Bible is all the revelation
believers will ever need. Nothing about this passage precludes further
revelatory insight (See Deuteronomy 4:2).
2.Some churches teach that the gifts, including the gift of prophecy, all
ceased centuries ago. But if the gifts cease, then any ministry we can hope to
offer is empty and meaningless.
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Paul Was Highly Educated, But He Was Taught
the Gospel by Revelation
But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached of me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ.
Galatians 1:11-12
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MINISTERIAL
PRIESTHOOD
AUTHORITY
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What about ministerial offices in Christ’s church?
Christ’s restored church affirms a lay ministry with many
different offices and functions to serve the many needs of the
body of Christ.
Examples of doctrinal error:
1.Some churches assert that a “priesthood of all believers”
replaced ministerial functions at the cross. However, the New
Testament makes it clear that there were functions exclusive to the
ministers of Christ’s church.
2.Some churches claim a continuous succession of ministerial
authority from the New Testament church down to the present day.
Succession is important, however, ministerial authority is validated
by the fruit that is borne, the Spirit that accompanies such ministry,
and how aligned those ministers are with the teachings of Jesus.
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Ministerial Authority
And they were astonished at his doctrine;
for he taught them as one that had
authority, and not as the scribes.
Mark 1:22
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And no man taketh
this honor unto
himself, but he that
is called of God as
was Aaron.
Hebrews 5:4
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Ephesians 4:11-13
Ministerial Offices
“And he gave some, apostles; and some prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers;”
What is their Purpose?
“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ;”
How long will they remain in the Christ’s Church?
“Till we:
1.in the unity of the faith,
2.all come to the knowledge of the Son of God,
3.unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.”
98

Holy Ordinances
Holy ordinances, that follow the pattern given in the New Testament church,
provide a blessing to God’s people and a means for us to align our lives
with the will of God. God’s ministers are given the responsibility to
bring holy ordinances to the body of Christ, such as:
• Water Baptism
• Baptism of the Holy Spirit
• Communion
• Administration to the Sick
• Marriage
• Blessing Children
• Ordaining Ministers
• Patriarchal Blessing
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The Doctrine of Christ
Therefore [not] leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of:
• repentance from dead works,
• and of faith toward God.
• of the doctrine of baptisms,
• and of laying on of hands,
• and of the resurrection of the dead,
• and of eternal judgment.
Hebrews 6:1-2 (IV)
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Unlimited Atonement

Behold, he sendeth an
invitation unto all men; for
the arms of mercy are
extended toward them, and
he saith, Repent, and I will
receive you.
Alma 3:57
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INFANT BAPTISM
If the person being baptized is unable to make a conscious decision to
serve Jesus Christ, baptism has no value; it is an empty and
meaningless act.
Rationale to baptize infants: “It removes both the guilt and the punishment
due to Original Sin, delaying baptism until a child can understand the
sacrament may put the child‘s salvation in danger, should he die unbaptized.”
“ . . . I know that it is solemn mockery before God, that ye should baptize little
children . . . Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the
commandments unto the remission of sins. But little children are alive in
Christ . . . For awful is the wickedness to suppose that God saveth one child
because of baptism, and the other must perish because he hath no baptism .
. . And he that saith that little children need baptism, denieth the
mercies of Christ . . . “
Moroni 8:10-21
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THE NEED TO RESTORE
CHRIST’S CHURCH
There was an urgent need to restore,
and not simply reform, Christ’s
church in light of doctrinal error that
had developed over the centuries.
Any attempt to restore his church
would include doctrines, gifts of the
Spirit, holy ordinances and
ministerial offices that adhere more
closely to the pattern found in the
New Testament.
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104

Doctrinal Error in
Catholicism
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PAPAL INFALLIBILITY
This is a dogma of the Catholic church that says when the pope
speaks “ex cathedra” (i.e., when he speaks about doctrine or
morals in the discharge of his duties as pastor over all
Christians), the supernatural assistance of the Holy Spirit
will prevent him from making any mistakes.
The book Catholic Dogma says, “The Pope is judged by
nobody.” The supreme teacher is unilaterally responsible to
have jurisdiction over all matters of church life. So the pope is
supposed to be infallible when he speaks ex cathedra.
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PAPAL INFALLIBILITY
The idea of papal infallibility had existed for centuries. It
became the majority view of Catholics during the CounterReformation (1545-1648) in reaction to dissension caused
by Reformers.
However, it did not become official doctrine until the First
Vatican Council of 1869.
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PAPAL SUCCESSION
This is the idea that there was an unbroken chain of papal
succession from Peter in Rome until today.
However, there is no record in scripture of Peter ever assuming
leadership of the church in Rome. Peter’s activities are described
in Acts 15, and then that is it -- nothing about passing his
leadership to Clement.

In fact there were time periods when there was no Bishop of Rome
at all: the years 304 to 308, 638-640, 1085-1086, 1241-1243, 12691271, 1292-1294, 1314-1316 and 1415-1417.
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PAPAL SUCCESSION
For hundreds of years, five episcopal sees of the Roman empire,
each one with their own bishop, battled over who would be
victorious.

That issue was not settled until Rome became dominant under
Gregory the Great (Bishop in Rome from 590 to 604 AD).
At that point, to justify Rome’s pre-eminent position, a myth
was constructed about Peter leading the church in Rome
and continuous succession down through the centuries.
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SEVEN SACRAMENTS
1. Baptism: Catholics say, “Infant baptism removes both the
guilt and the punishment due to Original Sin.” However, this
is not true; unbaptized infants will not go to hell.
2. Confirmation: Around the age of twelve, a bishop or priest
can anoint a member to consecrate and empower them for
service to God. However, Acts 8 indicates that the gift of the
Holy Spirit should be conferred soon after water
baptism.
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SEVEN SACRAMENTS
3. Eucharist: The communion or Mass involves ingesting the
Real Presence of Jesus (i.e., literal body and blood of Christ).
However, this is not true, the bread and wine should be
merely symbolic of Christ’s body and blood.

4. Penance is comprised of:
a. Confession – by which you find forgiveness of sin.
b. Satisfaction - means to restore to others what was lost, or
say some “Hail Marys” or “Our Fathers” if you can’t repay.
Sacraments also include:
5. Matrimony,
6. Anointing the Sick, and
7. Holy Orders.
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PRIESTS’ ROLE IN TRANSUBSTANTIATION
The book Catholic Dogma states:
“When the priest announces the tremendous words of
consecration at the Mass, he reaches up into the heavens, he
brings Christ down from His throne and places Him upon
our altar to be offered up again as the victim for the sins of man.
It is a power greater than that of saints and angels, greater than
that of seraphim and cherubim."
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PRIESTS’ ROLE IN TRANSUBSTANTIATION
At the Mass or Eucharist, bread and wine are placed on the
altar, and through a supernatural power greater than the angels,
the priest raises his arms, allegedly to enact a miracle every
time that Mass occurs (i.e., change the water and wine into
the literal body and blood of Christ).
This is called “transubstantiation.” One conclusion from the
Council of Trent in 1546 was that even the bread and wine are
therefore worthy of worship. Also, Mass can supposedly be
conducted to atone for the sins of the dead as well.
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PRIESTS’ ROLE IN TRANSUBSTANTIATION
The power of the Lord’s Supper resides in a changed life, not
what happens to the bread that is served.
But Catholics believe in “transubstantiation” or the “Real
Presence of Christ” because Jesus said, “This is my body, and
this is my blood.”

There is nothing in scripture that indicates we must take these
words of Jesus in a wooden, literal sense. Bread and wine are
symbolic, and the change in our hearts is the key miracle that
must occur.
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CELIBACY OF CLERGY
Celibacy had been practiced for centuries, but in 1079, Pope
Gregory VII made it an official doctrine and began to rigorously
enforce celibacy as an obligation of Roman clergy.
The problem with this unscriptural requirement is described in
1 Corinthians 7:9: “It is better to marry than to burn.” In other
words, it is better to marry than to have lust burn in the
heart of the believer.

The rationale for the celibacy requirement is supposedly
Matthew 19:12, which talks about voluntarily being a eunuch for
the kingdom’s sake.
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CELIBACY OF CLERGY
The celibacy requirement has contributed to the large number of
sexual scandals that have rained down in torrents upon the
Catholic church in recent decades.
1 Timothy 4:1-3 says, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith . . .
speaking lies in hypocrisy . . . forbidding to marry . . .
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PURGATORY
In 1439, the Council of Florence made the concept of Purgatory official
dogma of the Catholic church. Prayers had been offered for the dead for
centuries, and the concept of Purgatory helped to promote an active
relationship between those on earth and those who had passed on.
Revelation 21:17 supposedly offers a rationale by saying that no unclean
thing can enter heaven. So Catholics believe that we go to Purgatory to
be purged or cleansed of sin. However, there actually is no scriptural
justification for the concept of Purgatory.

In the 1500s, Johann Tetzel sold indulgences to shorten people’s stay in
Purgatory. This was a way to raise money to build St. Peter’s Basilica. This
helped to launch the Reformation and Martin Luther’s stinging criticisms of
the Catholic church.
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MARY: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
This is the idea that, at her birth, Mary was not subject to original sin.

In 1854, Pope Pius IX made this official dogma by issuing Bull Ineffabilis
Deus which said:
“Mary was preserved by Immaculate Conception when conceived in her
mother's body and was miraculously free from pollution of sin inherited
from Adam. She was in soul and body holy, sinless, stainless, undefiled,
pure innocence . . . the Most Blessed Virgin Mary in the first instance of
her conception by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God
in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was
preserved free from all stain of Original Sin. This is a doctrine revealed
by God and therefore to be believed firmly and constantly by all the faithful.”
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MARY: PERPETUAL VIRGINITY
This is the idea that, through a miracle, Jesus was born without passing
through the birth canal, thus not injuring the body of Mary. It also
includes the idea that Mary remained a virgin throughout her life –
perpetual virginity.
In 649 AD, Pope Martin made this an official belief. He stated, "Mary gave
birth in miraculous fashion without any opening of her womb and injury to her
body and without pain.“
However, Matthew 1:18 says,”. . . when as his mother Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came together . . . (This passage tells us that Mary and
Joseph eventually “came together.”) Matthew 13:55 tells us that Jesus had
brothers named “James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas.”
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THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
This is the idea that, at the end of her life on earth, Mary ascended into
heaven with her body intact just like Jesus did. It is also believed that
when that happened, everyone who was in Purgatory was released.
Even though this belief existed as early as the fifth century, it was not
official doctrine until November 1, 1950 when Pope Pius XII stated, “The
bodily assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven is a dogma of the
divine and Catholic faith.”
The idea of the assumption of Mary showed up in the 400s AD but was
labeled as heresy at that time. Prayers to Mary were officially instituted
around 600 AD. Rosary beads to aid in prayers to God and Mary were
implemented in 1090 AD. But it was not until 1950 that the assumption of
Mary became official belief.
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MARY AS “MOTHER OF GOD” AND
“QUEEN OF HEAVEN”
In the fifth century, the Bishop of Alexandria referred to Mary as the “Mother
of God.”
In 431 AD, Mary’s title as “Queen of Heaven” became official dogma when
Pious XII said, “The Blessed Virgin Mary is to be called queen not only on
account of her divine motherhood, but also because by the will of God she
had a great part in the work of our salvation . . . she took a unique part
in our salvation by desiring it, praying for it and so obtaining it.”
Some of our Catholic friends say this is “veneration” rather than “worship.”
This seems to us like a distinction without a difference.
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MARY AS “MOTHER OF GOD” AND
“QUEEN OF HEAVEN”
In 1745, St. Alphonsus Delaguarie, a cardinal who became a saint, wrote The
Glories of Mary, which continues to be reprinted by the Catholic church today,
and which identifies tributes to Mary used in the Catholic church. Here is one
example:
"O immaculate and holy, pure Virgin Mary, mother of God, queen of the
world, thou art the joy of the saints, thou art the peacemaker between
sinners and God, thou art the advocate of the abandoned, the secure
haven of those who are on the sea of this world, thou art the consolation
of this world, the ransom of slaves, the comforter of the afflicted, the
salvation of the universe."
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MARY AS “MOTHER OF GOD” AND
“QUEEN OF HEAVEN”
It is disturbing to think about Mary’s immaculate conception, sinlessness,
perpetual virginity, ascension into heaven, so-called appearances (which
is part of the church’s official belief), and that she supposedly mediates all
divine graces to members because she is co-redeemer with the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Mary plays a much more prominent role in congregational names and
statues than either the Father or Son. In the rosary, there are 50 prayers to
Mary (10 prayers said five times) and only five “Our Fathers.”
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MARY AS “MOTHER OF GOD” AND
“QUEEN OF HEAVEN”
"Mary has changed the Trinity into a holy quartet. Mary is viewed
as the spouse of the Holy Spirit, the mother of the Son and the
daughter of the Father. And even an outsider looking in can see
that she is treated as a fourth member of the Godhead.“
Newsweek Magazine, August 1997

124

MARY AS CO-MEDIATOR
Catholic theologian Ludwig Ott catalogued much of official doctrine. He
said, ”Mary's sublime dignity as Queen of Heaven makes her supremely
powerful in her maternal intercession for her children on earth. She
intercedes to God and Christ to get the grace for whatever we need and it
never comes except by her intercession."

Delaguarie said, “We may be afraid to go to God because it is His infinite
majesty we have offended, Mary has nothing in her to terrify us.”
The idea here is that, as our advocate, Mary is tender, merciful, and
compassionate, whereas the Son and Father are thought to be less
approachable. So Mary, as the sinless Mother of God, has great
influence on Jesus to convince him to have mercy on us. We have to go
through her.
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MARY AS CO-REDEEMER
This is not official dogma, but it is such a widely-held belief that, in the 1990s,
4.4 million Catholics from many nations signed a petition to John Paul II
imploring him to make it an official belief of the Catholic church that, “Mary is
co-redemptrix with Jesus Christ.”
The widely familiar St. Peter Catechism says, “God willed that our
redemption and all its consequences should depend on the free
consent of the Blessed Virgin Mary.”
St. Bernard said, "All men past, present and to come, should look upon
Mary as the means and negotiator of salvation.“
St. Ambrose: "Open to us, O Mary, the gates of paradise since thou hast its
keys."
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MARY AS CO-REDEEMER
Richard of St. Lawrence said, "Mary is the mistress of heaven,
for there she commands as she wills and admits into heaven
whom she wills."
Catholic Theology: “O Lady, since thou art the dispenser of
all graces and since the grace of salvation can only come
through thy hands, our salvation depends on thee.”
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THE TREASURY OF MERIT
This begins with the concept of Purgatory and includes the idea
that most people will not immediately go to heaven.
So to “purge” their sins, they must first go to Purgatory,
perhaps for hundreds or thousands of years.
Time in Purgatory can be shortened by experiencing the pain
that we rightly deserve, by prayers for the dead that are
offered here on earth, or perhaps by having someone else’s
excess merit applied to us.
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THE TREASURY OF MERIT
Dead saints have excess righteousness or more merit than
necessary.
The excess merit of saints is deposited in the treasury of
merit, and that is supposedly available to us. In fact, you can
even obtain merit before you die: you can purchase an
indulgence whereby excess merit will be credited to your
account, and your stay in Purgatory will be shortened.
You can also pay a priest to hold Mass for a departed loved
one, who will receive merit to shorten their stay in Purgatory.
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THE NEED TO RESTORE
CHRIST’S CHURCH
There was an urgent need to restore,
and not simply reform, Christ’s church
in light of doctrinal error that had
developed over the centuries.
Any attempt to restore his church would
include doctrines, gifts of the Spirit, holy
ordinances and ministerial offices that
adhere more closely to the pattern found
in the New Testament.
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The Hope of the Gospel

Why does this gospel give you hope?
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