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A Christmas Gift
by James Daugherty, Pastor, Butler, Missouri
and Historian of the Conference of Restoration
Elders
1933, during the heart of the great depression,
I nthere
appeared a little insert in the December
18 Saints’ Herald entitled, “I am Christmas.”
“People tell me that my origin runs far back
into a heathen festival. My roots, they say, lie
in pagan life.
So be it!
I accept the charge-and glory in it.
For my pagan practice has been redeemed at
the touch of Christ. My heathen ancestry
was never the same again once His name and
Spirit blessed it.
And such is my mission, always to the soul.
I touch self-seeking, and it gives place to good
will.
I touch the warlike plans of men and they hide
their battlements with folly,
knowing they are out of harmony with His
Spirit.
I touch hard faces and make them tender.
I touch saddened children and make them
laugh.
I touch the cynic and give him faith.
I touch people like you-and they are never the
same again.”
The prophet Isaiah, 61:1-3, expressed the coming
of Jesus Christ, and His ministry, with the touch of
the Holy Spirit, in these words.
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that
mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in
Zion; to give unto them beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of
the Lord, that He might be glorified.”

This is God’s gift to us, but what is our gift to
Him? Most would answer, our hearts and the
totality of our lives. But we find that many of our
Saint’s homes and relationships are not much
different than many unbelievers around us. So
many become caught up by living in a fractured
and dysfunctional world, where they react with
similar confusion and despair as others.
The world we live in defines social problems and
their solutions in terms of programs and policies.
Yet, despite their best efforts, race relations,
economic inequality, international chaos and
ineffective government leadership, on all levels
are still with us. In recent years there has been
a movement to separate religious values from
secular policies. The results have been a rise in
cynical speech and actions, demand for change,
and growing dismay that things are beyond
repair. The solutions to the troubles that face us
can only come through spiritual revival. We need
a spiritual revival that will change our culture and
give this Christmas, the gift of hope.
The other gifts we had prayed for are still
withheld; peace, an orderly society protected
from crime, a desire for right and justice, a new
tenderness toward the weak and poor, a growth
of international good will are not yet. But let us
rejoice in this one gift; hope; that out of the chaos
of present conditions, some good may come; hope,
that the gospel of Christ will yet redeem the world;
hope, that it will bring to humanity the salvation
of spiritual, intellectual, and social maturity.
Inez Smith Davis, in her book, “The Story of the
Church”, on page 518, gives us insight into one of
the foundational principles of our faith, the hope
of Zion.
“Latter Day Saints believe there will eventually be
found a group of people who are so regenerated
spiritually that they will have the will and the
desire to live together in a great brotherhood,
where want and oppression will be unknown, and
each one will have the opportunity to develop the
faculties within him for the great achievement,
but always for the good of the whole. If it should
be but a dream, it is a great one, and worthy of any
people.”
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The Evidence
for Jesus
Christ in
Church History
by Elder David Joyce
Morgantown, WV
that my Redeemer lives.” Since the
“I know
restoration of the Church in the early 1800’s,
His Saints, and subsequently, the world, have been
blessed with testimonies of visions and healings,
of visitations of angels and messengers of the
gospel, of gifts of the Holy Spirit and wondrous
miracles, of His unfathomable peace and His
prophetic voice. These blessings date from the
earliest years of our Restoration history in New
York and Ohio to the present day in all corners
of the world. From among all the testimonies of
the revelation of Jesus Christ, I would bring to
mind two very special testimonies from our rich
heritage. Two testimonies that every member of
His Church should be intimately aware of and
aptly able to defend. Testimonies of the Christ
himself, as he appeared to the Prophet and others.
Upon this rock was the church established, and
upon this rock doth the church continue.
Christ revealed in Palmyra:
Early on a spring morning in 1820, a young Joseph
Smith, Jr. retired to the woods near his home in
Palmyra, NY in response to a powerful, forceful
prompt which accompanied his recent reading
of an invitation in the New Testament epistle of
James to “ask God” for wisdom. (The details
of this event are recorded in Church History,
Volume 1, beginning with page 8.) Following
an overwhelming conviction of his heart, he
surrendered to the truth revealed to him in that
passage of scripture, and went alone to the woods
to “ask.” As he knelt in the grove and began
to pray, the adversary caught hold of him and
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enveloped him in a darkness that he testified
was as literal and real as the enemy which was
about to consume him. It was then, as he cried
for God’s deliverance, that a marvelous pillar of
light, brighter than the sun, descended upon him
and brought the following revelation of Christ.
Immediately, as the light appeared above his
head, the darkness left and the unseen evil which
was so close to taking his life, fled away before
the presence of the Lord. According to Joseph’s
testimony, “When the light rested upon me I saw
two personages (whose brightness and glory defy
all description) standing above me in the air. One
of them spake unto me, calling me by name, and
said, (pointing to the other,) “This is my beloved
Son, hear him.”
Joseph relates what the Lord spoke to him as
he continued his testimony.”My object in going
to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all
the sects was right, that I might know which to
join. No sooner therefore did I get possession of
myself, so as to be able to speak, than I asked
the personages [plural] who stood above me in
the light, which of all the sects was right… and
which I should join. I was answered that I must
join none of them, for they were all wrong, and
the personage who addressed me said that all
their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that
those professors were all corrupt; ‘they draw near
to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from
me; they teach for doctrine the commandments of
men, having a form of godliness, but they deny
the power thereof.’ He again forbade me to join
with any of them: and many other things did he
say unto me which I cannot write at this time.”
More than once, we have record that Christ said
things to people which, for various reasons, were
unable to be written. What a spirit must have
accompanied this revelation. And with a simple
command…“Hear Him.”
Later, Joseph spoke of how similar his story
was to the Apostle Paul when Paul shared his
testimony of seeing a light and hearing a voice.
Many doubted and ridiculed Paul yet he remained
faithful to that testimony his whole life. So it
was with Joseph, as he says, “I had actually seen

a light, and in the midst of that light I saw two
personages, and they did in reality speak unto
me, or one of them did; and though I was hated
and persecuted for saying that I had seen a vision,
yet it was true; and while they were persecuting
me, reviling me, and speaking all manner of evil
against me falsely for so saying, I was led to say
in my heart, ‘Why persecute for telling the truth? I
have actually seen a vision,’ and ‘Who am I that I
can withstand God,’ or why does the world think
to make me deny what I have actually seen; for I
had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that God
knew it, and I could not deny it, neither dare I do
it; at least I knew that by so doing I would offend
God and come under condemnation.”
Christ revealed in Kirtland:
In the spring of 1836 the Kirtland Temple was
completed and dedicated to the Lord. A week
after the dedication services, in the afternoon
following preaching services and the sharing
of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, Joseph
testifies…“I retired to the pulpit, the vails being
dropped, and bowed myself, with Oliver Cowdery,
in solemn and silent prayer. After rising from
prayer, the following vision was opened to both
of us:- “The vail was taken from our minds, and
the eyes of our understanding were opened. We
saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the
pulpit before us, and under his feet was a paved
work of pure gold in color like amber. His eyes
were as a flame of fire, the hair of his head was
white like the pure snow, his countenance shone
above the brightness of the sun, and his voice
was as the sound of the rushing of great waters,
even the voice of Jehovah, saying:- “‘I am the first
and the last; I am he who liveth; I am he who was
slain; I am your advocate with the Father. Behold,
your sins are forgiven you, you are clean before
me, therefore lift up your heads and rejoice, let the
hearts of your brethren rejoice, and let the hearts
of all my people rejoice, who have, with their
might, built this house to my name, for behold, I
have accepted this house, and my name shall be
here, and I will manifest myself to my people in
mercy in this house; yea, I will appear unto my

servants, and speak unto them with mine own
voice, if my people will keep my commandments,
and do not pollute this holy house; yea, the hearts
of thousands and tens of thousands shall greatly
rejoice in consequence of the blessings which shall
be poured out, and the endowment with which
my servants have been endowed in this house;
and the fame of this house shall spread to foreign
lands; and this is the beginning of the blessing
which shall be poured out upon the heads of my
people. Even so. Amen.’ “ (Church History Vol.
2, p 46)
Not only do we have evidence of His person, but
also of His Word. As beautiful as scripture itself,
this truth warms our hearts, to testify, “Yes…I
know that my Redeemer lives!”
Luke 2:9-17 Inspired Version
of the Holy Scriptures
And there were in the same country, shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks
by night.
9
And lo, an angel of the Lord appeared unto them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them;
and they were sore afraid.
10
But the angel said unto them, Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people.
11
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12
And this is the way you shall find the babe, he
is wrapped in swaddling clothes, and is lying in a
manger.
13
And suddenly there was with the angel, a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying,
14
Glory to God in the highest; and on earth, peace;
good will to men.
15
And it came to pass, when the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one
to another, Let us now go, even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
has made known unto us.
16
And they came with haste, and found Mary and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
17
And when they had seen, they made known
abroad the saying which was told them concerning
this child.
18
All they who heard it, wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds;
8

Tidings of Zion 5

Reconciliation
Ministry

relatively minor things like an unkind word or
failing to return a borrowed tool, or they can be
much more serious and damaging such as in cases
of slander or abuse.

by James Loumiet
Independence, Missouri

Yet even if another church member has seriously
wronged us, we have the responsibility to respond
in a Christ-like manner. Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. 5:24) gave this warning, “But I say
unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother,
shall be in danger of his judgment; and whosoever
shall say to his brother, Raca, or Rabcha, shall be
in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say
to his brother, Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hellfire.”Jesus also said in John 13:34-35, “A new
commandment I give unto you. That ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
1 John 3:15 says, “Whosoever hateth his brother
is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer
hath eternal life abiding in him.” Mosiah 11:140
says, “And ye shall also forgive one another your
trespasses: for verily I say unto you, He that
forgiveth not his neighbor’s trespasses, when
he says that he repents, the same hath brought
himself under condemnation.”

is one of the most important
R econciliation
ministries in the Church of Jesus Christ and
every member should be familiar with it. It was
given by Jesus to the church and its members to
help resolve conflicts, to reclaim sinners, to heal
our relationships with one another and with
God, and to break the power of the adversary
(Matt. 5:24-26; 6:16; 1 Nephi 7:60). When done in
accordance with the word and Spirit of God, the
ministry of reconciliation is a key to real spiritual
power.
Conflict often occurs because someone says or
does something that puts them at odds with
someone else. How we respond to such situations,
however, is up to us. Satan tries to stir us up into
anger and resentment towards one another, and
he tells us that we’re justified for feeling the
way we do. Lies, gossip, false assumptions, selfrighteousness, pride, resentment, and vengeance
are the tools of his trade. We need not fear him,
but we should be aware of what he does so we can
guard against his traps.
The fact is that sometimes people do things that
bother us, yet they’ve done nothing wrong. For
example, I may not like the choice the branch makes
for the new carpet in the sanctuary to the point
that I’m resentful and make sure that everyone
knows it. The problem occurs not because of how
the branch members voted, but because I’m angry
that I didn’t get my way. In these cases, I need
to repent of my own sinful attitude and my own
sinful actions.
On the other hand, offenses can be quite real.
When the scriptures talk about trespasses and
offenses, they are generally talking about sin that
injures or offends someone else. Offenses can be
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In none of these scriptures do we find exception
clauses such as, “unless you’re in the right” or “except
if that brother did something really bad to you.” The
commandments to forgive and love one another
are absolute and without exception. Forgiveness
isn’t given because it’s earned but precisely
because it’s not. If it was earned, it wouldn’t
be forgiveness; instead it would be justice.
Rather, forgiveness is given because it’s needed.
That’s the point of reconciliation. It’s not about
ensnaring those taken in sin like the woman taken
in adultery (John 8:1-11). Rather, reconciliation
is about bringing the ministry of Jesus Christ to
those who need it. It may not always be easy to
love and forgive someone who has genuinely hurt
us; in fact, it may require God’s help to do so. But
He will help us if we will just ask Him and trust
Him (3 Nephi 8:51).

So what do we do when we find out another
member has something against us? Jesus in
Matthew 5:25-26 made quite clear what we should
do: “Therefore, if ye shall come unto me, or shall
desire to come unto me, or if thou bring thy gift to
the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother
hath aught against thee, Leave thou thy gift before
the altar, and go thy way unto thy brother, and
first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift.” (See also 3 Nephi 5:71-72, D&C
46:1d).
In cases where we’ve sinned against another
member, reconciliation requires that we go to
them, acknowledge and confess our sins to them
D&C 42:23a, g; James 5:16), forsake our sins (D&C
58:9d; 42:23d-g), and repair the damage we’ve
done as best we can (Luke 19:8; Mosiah 11:204).
After that, we are free to come to the Lord. In cases
where we’ve done nothing wrong but another
member still has aught against us, reconciliation
still requires that we go to them. Even if we’ve
been wrongly accused, we must refuse to take
offense or see them as our enemy (Alma 28:11). We
should reason with them regarding the situation
to try and clear up any misunderstandings
(Alma 28:2-10). We should also work together to
try and find a just and acceptable solution to all
concerned (Alma 28:19-27). The situation between
Moroni and Pahoran in Alma 27-28 where Moroni
wrongly accused Pahoran of malfeasance in office
was handled by Pahoran in just such a manner so
that Satan had no power to divide them.
For cases where a brother or sister has sinned
against us, Jesus laid out the reconciliation
process in Matthew 18:15-17: “Moreover, if thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him
his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established. And if he shall
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if
he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee
as a heathen man and a publican.”

Whether an offending brother acknowledges
their wrongdoing or not, we still must personally
forgive them (D&C 64:2c-e; Luke 17:3-4; Matt.
18:21-22). If they’ve acknowledged and repented
of their sin and made the appropriate recompense,
then reconciliation is complete. If, however, they
refuse to acknowledge or repent of their sins even
after we’ve taken one or two others with us, it
then becomes a matter for church discipline. This
is not because we don’t personally forgive them
for what they’ve done, but rather “this ye shall do
that God might be glorified, not because ye forgive
not, having not compassion, but that ye may be
justified in the eyes of the law, that ye may not
offend him who is your Lawgiver.” (D&C 64:2g).
In the end, the success or failure of reconciliation
ministry is up to us. So let us love one another,
pray for one another, forgive one another, repent
when necessary, be humble, submissive and easy
to entreat, and remember our own need for Christ’s
grace. Of such will be the kingdom of God. (Note:
Brother Loumiet taught several classes at Waldo
Ave. RB on this topic. CD’s or hand out materials
may be obtained by contacting Paul Gage at 816833-6552.)
Book of Mormon ...Third Nephi 1:12-17
And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the
Lord, all that day; and behold, the voice of the Lord
came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be of
good cheer, for behold, the time is at hand, and on
this night shall the sign be given,
13
And on the morrow come I into the world, to
shew unto the world that I will fulfill all that which
I have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy
prophets.
14
Behold, I come unto my own, to fulfill all things
which I have made known unto the children of men,
from the foundation of the world, and to do the
will, both of the Father, and of the Son of the Father,
because of me, and of the Son, because of my flesh.
15
And behold, the time is at hand, and this night shall
the sign be given.
16
And it came to pass that the words which came
unto Nephi were fulfilled, according as they had
been spoken:
17
For behold at the going down of the sun, there was
no darkness; and the people began to be astonished,
because there was no darkness when the night came.
12
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The Story of the Church
in Australia
by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, Missouri

Church of Jesus Christ has been in
T heexistence
since before the foundation of the

world. It was established on earth, by Jesus Christ,
Himself, as we find recorded in Matthew 16:19 “...
and upon this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The
Apostle Peter had given an answer to the question
of Jesus, “Whom say ye that I am?” But Peter’s
answer had been given to him by revelation
from God. It was the “rock of revelation” upon
which Jesus built His church. Jesus proceeded
then to organize His church and place within
it the various ministries of the church such as
the priesthood, the sacraments, ordinances,
principles, teachings, etc. Jesus commissioned His
disciples to go into all the world preaching and
teaching all that He had commanded them. As is
believed in the Latter Day Movement and among
other disciples that there was a “falling away” of
the church from the original teachings of Jesus
and thus the need for His Church to be restored.
Again, those of the Latter Day Saints believe that
happened on April 6, 1830 when Jesus restored
the church through the prophet, Joseph Smith Jr.
Another falling away took place from 1844-1860
following the assassination of Joseph Smith. The
church was then officially “Reorganized” in 1860
and the Church Jesus had established on the earth
was functioning once more.
The first missionary to Australia, William Barrett,
was sent from England in July, 1840, but there
was never a record of his arrival or his ministry.
On October 6, 1841, Andrew Anderson, with
his wife and three children arrived in Sydney,
New South Wales, Australia from Scotland. In a
letter to a friend, it was told that the Andersons
had organized a branch of nine members by
December 25, 1844, but there was never any
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further information received regarding the work
of the Andersons.
Charles Wandell and John Murdoch went to
Australia in 1851 and were quite successful
in their ministry in the Sydney area. With the
developments, in the church in America, causing
confusion in Australia, Brother Wandell returned
to America and went to Utah to see what was
happening. He withdrew from the church when
he found out what was going on in Utah. On
August 22, 1873, he joined the Reorganization and
was ordained to the office of Seventy. On January
22, 1874, Charles Wandell and Glaud Roger again
arrived in Sydney and immediately set to work
among the members of the church and built a
foundation for the work of the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Unfortunately,
Brother Wandell died from sickness in March of
1875, but Brother Roger continued on until he
returned to the states in May of 1879. There was
a lull in the work until 1882 when the General
Conference adopted a proposal that missionaries
be supplied by the First Presidency and the
Twelve. From that time, the church in Australia
grew and at one time had a greater membership
than any country in the world, outside the United
States. Reunion grounds, retirement centers, many
branches, etc were established, particularly in the
population centers around the five major cities of
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melboune, Perth, and Sydney.
The church was officially recognized as having
been founded in Australia in 1874 with the return
of Charles Wandell and Glaud Roger.
As changes in the church begin to take place in
America, the same things were happening all over
the world. These changes caused many of the
Saints to have a growing concern as to the direction
the church leaders were going. The year 1984 was
a pivotal year in the lives of many members of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints and led to a considerable disassociation
from the “institutional church” as it was now
referred to by those separating from the church.
Since 1984, the situation has been similar to the
years from 1844-1860, with various factional
groups springing up and many Saints simply
dropping away from the Restoration.

To help fill the void, the Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE) was founded in the early 1990’s and
has, itself, gone through some major divisions,
but still maintains today, its purpose for existing.
CRE statements of purpose are listed on the inside
front cover of every issue of the Tidings of Zion
magazine, which it publishes. Various missionary
boards have been established and function under
the CRE. One of those is the South East Asia and
Australian Ministries (SEAAM) Board. SEAAM,
along with other missionary efforts have been
working with the Saints in Australia since 1996
when SEAAM was formed.

The Church in Australia:
Part Two

The purpose of the CRE and SEAAM is to provide
ministry wherever and whenever requested by
the Saints. For a time, SEAAM provided ministry
to Australia for extended periods of time from
perhaps three months to more than a year. In more
recent years, in working with the priesthood and
Saints of Australia, there has been a strong effort
to provide some ministry each year, even if only
for a month or so.

Australia 1999-2001 Doug, Judi, Brett, Lauren,
Natalie, and Bryan Smith were all blessed to be a
part of the work in Australia from 1999-2001. Our
testimony actually starts before going, as the Lord
opened up the way in a miraculous fashion.

Australia is very similar in size to the United
States, but with a population of about 25 million
people. There is, of course, the presence of
the Community of Christ still there, which is
encountering the same problems and difficulties
being experienced in the USA and around the
world. In the entire country of Australia, there
are just three Restoration branches, in Brisbane,
Euroa, and Tamworth, with perhaps a Restoration
membership in the country of 150 or less. The
current need in Australia is to provide pastoral
ministry to the scattered Saints. To have an idea
of where the branches are, distance wise, Brisbane
is about 6-7 hours from Tamworth, while Euroa
is about eleven hours from Tamworth. Brisbane
is almost 17 hours from Euroa. The branches
are blessed in that each branch has at least one
resident elder and each branch is blessed with at
least two priesthood members. Many of the Saints
live in somewhat isolated areas from the branches
and do not have the privilege of meeting regularly
with other Saints.

The following is a time log of reports/testimonies
from some who have served in Australia since
1984.
1997 Elders Jack Hagensen and Harold, “Skip”
Robison from Independence, Missouri journeyed
to and provided ministry to the Saints in various
parts of Australia.

We first met Peter and Helen Archer in 1998
before we traveled to Australia. They attended a
reunion at Odessa Hills along with their two boys,
David and Danny, and Helen’s mother and father,
Roy and Daphne Schubert, and Chris and Chloe
Schubert, Helen’s niece and nephew. I was the
guest minister at the reunion, and throughout the
week it seemed to me as though I was preaching
directly to Peter. On Thursday night, the family
asked for administrations for David and Danny.
During those administrations the Spirit was
evident in strong measure, so much so that Peter
and Roy also ask for administrations. Both of them
have since stated that as the hands were laid upon
them and prayers offered, they felt the Holy Spirit
in a way that they had never known before. Peter
was not a member of the Church at that time, and
he told me after the reunion that he had always
felt that there was a wall between himself and
Helen in regard to religion. She had her religion,
and he had his, but he said that during that week
he saw that there was a door that could be opened
and that he could be a part of what Helen had in
her life. He said he was not ready to go through
that door, but he knew the decisions and the
commitment he would need to make if he were to
join with her in the Gospel.
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The next year we were delighted to hear that
Peter and Helen were returning to the United
States for another visit. During that visit, Peter
made his decision to be baptized. The baptism
took place at the home of Carl and Becky Martins,
and our family was blessed to attend that event.
As Peter was baptized, the Holy Spirit spoke to
me very plainly and told me that if we would go
to Australia and support Peter in his covenant,
that many people would respond to the Gospel.
I spoke with Judi about my experience, and she
confirmed that she felt it was from the lord, and so
we began to explore the possibilities of our family
moving to Australia. Through contacts that Helen
had in Australia, I was able to receive a job offer
for work that would allow our family to live in
Tamworth, New South Wales, the same city where
Helen and Peter live.
In August, I quit my job in anticipation of our
move, and we were able to find a young couple
who had just married and were in need of a
place to live who were willing to move into our
house and” house-sit” for the time we would be
gone. However, there was a problem with the
immigration department in Australia and we
were caught in a “Catch-22” that held up my
work visa. No amount of effort from our side
or from the Australian side seemed to be able to
make a difference, and even appeals to the local
MP (Member of Parliament) were unable to move
the legendary Australian bureaucracy. And so
for three months our family was without a home
and I was without work. We stayed with various
family members as we could, but finally it got
to the point where I needed to either return to
work in America or have the Lord open the way
for us to go to Australia. Our family decided to
fast and pray for a weekend, and on Monday, as
usual, I called the Australian embassy. The lady
assured me that nothing new had happened, but
said that she would look anyway. She found our
application, and said in a startled voice, “Your
visa was sent out today! I wonder how that
happened.” I said, “I don’t know. Thank you
very much.”, and hung up the phone. Actually I
knew very well what happened, and that the Lord
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had intervened. This was confirmed to us when
we called Helen and Peter and found that the
congregation at Tamworth had also chosen that
weekend to fast and pray about our visa coming
through, and the Lord answered our prayers.
Wednesday, of that same week, we were on our
way to Australia!
When we arrived, we found that the house which
my employer had located for us to rent was
woefully inadequate to our needs, and they said
that it would be fine for us to try to find another
place if we could. Helen went with us to the
rental bureau, and we found a house that had
been made available just a few minutes before.
We went to the home and met the gentleman who
was renting a house. It turned out that his wife
had worked with Helen at the hospital and he
agreed to let us rent the house. It was just perfect
for our needs at that time. The man said that he
had received other calls from people wanting to
look at it, but shared his testimony with us that
he had gone to United States for some education
some years before, and while he was there found
himself somewhat destitute. He said the people
in America had opened their arms to him and
had been so kind, that he promised God that if
he ever had the opportunity to repay someone
from America he would. So he not only rented
us the house, but brought home furnishings for
us, planted a garden in the backyard so that we
would have vegetables, and was an excellent
landlord throughout our stay. The Saints also gave
us furnishings for our home, my work gave us a
car to drive, and told me I could use it to travel
wherever I wanted in Australia. They also gave
me 12 weeks off to travel and do missionary work
during the time I was there!
All of the many blessings that the lord gave us
throughout our stay in Australia are too many to
enumerate here. We met with wonderful people,
and started having reunion and youth camp with
the Australian Saints, which have continued to
be a blessing. One of the highlights of that first
reunion was that Patriarch Verle Cornish agreed
to come over to offer ministry. Many of the Saints

received life changing Patriarchal Blessings, and
other Patriarchal ministry which had been missing
for years!
I will share one experience I had after we had
been in Australia for almost six months. I had
been praying about my ministry. We had seen
wonderful blessing as the Holy Spirit worked in
the lives of many of those who had previously
known the Gospel and were once again inspired
to be a part of the work. But I was concerned that I
had not been able to share with someone who had
not heard the Gospel message previously. One
Wednesday I decided to fast and pray about that.
I asked the Lord to just show me one person with
whom I could share the Gospel. I told God that
if He would just show me that person, I would
pursue them for the rest of my time there until I
had found a way to be able to open the door to
share the Gospel with them. That night we were
having the prayer service in our home, and as the
service finished, there was a knock at the door. I
went to the door and the person standing there
was a neighbor of Roy and Daphne Schubert’s. I
was somewhat surprised to see him, but invited
him into our home. He said that he had just felt
that he should come over that night. He said he
didn’t know if there was a God or not, but that one
time he was at a funeral and he had felt something
outside of himself. He felt contact with something
or someone that he did not understand. He
said that had set him on a search for God, and
that he had been to the Buddhists, the Bhai and
the Baptists, and even gone to the Seventh-day
Adventist End Time seminar, but that nothing had
made as much since of the Bible as a book that
Daphne had given him one time, entitled, “The
Call At Evening.” He then said, “Would you
teach me that Gospel?” It was a truly humbling
experience, as I had prayed to God would show
me someone I could pursue, but instead God
brought someone to my door, asking to hear!

and throughout Australia as we travelled to visit
with the Saints. I went to Euroa, Victoria one time,
and Murray Broughton took me to 36 homes in
four days. It was an amazing experience. Murray
was not a member of the priesthood at the time,
but was held in such high regard by members of
the community that not one place turned us away.
One gentleman was honest enough to say, “I’m
not really very interested in what you have to say,
but since Murray brought you, I will listen.”.
The Lord’s promise was certainly fulfilled. Our
family was personally blessed, as our children
testify of the fact that their experiences with the
Lord while we were there were pivotal in their
walk with the Lord. My own ministry also grew
while we were there. I had only been ordained
an Elder for four years when we went, and found
myself initially as the only priesthood member
in Tamworth, so I was in charge of the service,
teaching the class and preaching every week, and
directing the Wednesday evening prayer services
unless a visiting minister was available to come.
The Lord truly blessed me with knowledge and
understanding that I could share each week, until
others were prepared to take on that responsibility.
As the Spirit moved in the lives of the Saints there,
Peter Archer, Roy Schubert and Murray Broughton
were all called and ordained to the priesthood.
Each of those experiences isa testimony in itself,
and I pray you have the opportunity to hear them
share it at some time. Others, who had previously
been active in the priesthood, again took up their
callings, and those faithful priesthood who were
continuing to labor were blessed, and the work in
Australia has gone forward.
I cannot express how thankful I am for the
opportunity the Lord gave our family to be with
such wonderful people, who have blessed our
lives in so many ways, and continue to be some of
our dearest friends even to this day.

Of course there were many other opportunities to
share, both through my work, in the community
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The Church in Australia:
Part Three
August 30, 2002 to August 15, 2003 Harold and
Judith Hawley, along with Judith’s guide dog
Madera, were in Australia. We were there under
the SEAAM Missionary Board of the CRE.
Harold drove over 20,000 miles in the “Gospel
Wagon” as we called it. Our home base was
among the Tamworth Saints in New South Wales.
We visited with, held services with, taught classes
and helped out at retreats, reunions, in homes and
in churches throughout the country. Our hearts
were warmed by the welcoming spirit and love
we found in fellowshiping with the Australian
Saints. Harold, being a cabinet maker, made a
Sacrament set for use in serving the Sacrament to
the isolated Saints.
Jared Updike was with us for a few months too,
working with the youth of Australia.
2003 Francis Harper, Woodbine, Iowa, John
Mundy, Independence, Missouri and Gary
Wilson, Maine provided ministry in Australia.
Memory of an Australian Reunion submitted by
Francis Harper
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord
. . . “(Psalm 37:23)
During our trip to Australia, in 2003, we met
Colin and Mary Dunn. In Colin’s own words:
“The reunion of 2001 was held at a holiday resort
called Mt. Sea View, situated in the mountains of
New South Wales [NSW Australia]. As we were
traveling the distance of nearly 1000 kilometers
(622 miles) to reunion, we stopped for some rest
and refreshments at the town of Old Bar.
While we recuperated from our long journey
we decided to walk to a park on the beach.
Actually, I did the walking and pushed Mary in
her wheelchair. The trip, to the park, started off
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on a good concrete path, but this only lasted 100
meters (109 yards), then came a sandy, unformed
footpath. On the other side of the road there was
another concrete path, but it soon ran out, so the last
500 meters (547 yards) we walked on the bitumen
[blacktop] road. There were no wheelchair ramps
to the roadway.
When I lifted the front of the chair to get it on the
road, the front wheel fell off.
Mary nearly fell out! Investigation found that the
nut holding the axle in place was missing!
“Now, this was a ¾ inch nut about 3/16 inch
in thickness, especially designed for the wheel
chair. It is not a size kept in the hardware stores,
so I had the impossible task of trying to retrace
my footsteps back to the place where we had
refreshments.
I walked, zig-zagging back along the road with
no success, then heading back to the beach, still
with no luck. Now, back in the sight of Mary, I
decided to pray: ‘Lord, I come to you for help. You
know that if I can’t find the nut, it is going to be
impossible for Mary to get around camp.’
“A clear voice commanded me to ‘Stop!’ The voice
said again, ‘Turn around and walk!’
This I did, and must have walked about 300
meters (328 yards) when I again was commanded
to “Stop and look around!’ It was then I noticed
a bottle cap shining in the middle of the road. As
I bent over to pick it up, I could hardly hold back
my excitement, for there it was! Only a foot away
was the nut, lying beside the road. To make it
more amazing, the nut was exactly the same color
as the bitumen. As I bent over to take the bottle
cap off the road, I could still have missed seeing it.
“I thanked the Lord, and ran back to Mary, very
excited, not because I found the nut, but because
of the way the Lord found the time to help Mary
and me. God does answer our prayers. We did
get to the camp, and a wonderful experience was
ours.”

Note: Brother Colin passed away in 2015. Sister Mary
now lives at 26 Mount St. Linton Village, Yass, NSW
2582 Australia.
Sept 2003 to March 2004 Elder Dan Schwartz from
Belton, Missouri was in Australia representing the
SEAAM Missionary Board of the CRE.
I was based in Tamworth, and blessed to travel to
Adelaide, Melbourne, Euroa, Sydney, Newcastle,
Brisbane, and many points between. Everywhere
I went I found the Saints to be welcoming and
genuine. They have a deep and abiding faith,
all while being scattered in small groups across
half of Australia. They love their Lord, they love
the Gospel, and they made me feel a part of their
family. I love and miss them all, and hope that I
may return for another mission trip someday. Dan
went back another time with his wife, Lisa.
2007 Elder Roger Graybill and Priest Glaude
Graybill, from Independence, Missouri served a
six month term of missionary duty in Australia.
They were based in Tamworth in the flat rented
by the Saints in Australia. They represented the
SEAAM Missionary Board of the CRE.
2007 High Priest Paul Gage and wife, Sharon,
Independence, Missouri ministered in Australia
in July. They traveled to all the branches and
visited many Saints along the way. Distances were
great, but the love and fellowship of the Saints
was greater.
2012 Patriarch Vernon Darling and High Priest
Paul Gage ministered in Australia in April/May
of 2012. They were there for the reunion at Lake
Keepit, visited each of the branches and flew
from Adelaide to Perth to visit Keith and Gwen
Whately.
2013 Bob and Sheila Schrunk, Osborne, Missouri
(now in Odessa, Missouri)
We so appreciated our missionary visit to Australia
from October to December in 2013. The Saints were
so wonderful in each area and we felt so blessed

by the Lord to find our way across the great
expanse of the country. Brother Peter and Sister
Helen Archer of Tamworth were instruments in
the Lord’s hands to help us meet and share with
so many dear Saints. It was their invitation and
prompting many times as they visited America
and our prayers over the years that led us to go.
The Tamworth Saints took such good care of us.
It was so good to get reacquainted with Brother
Roy and Sister Daphne Schubert that we had met
at Odessa Hills Reunion many years before. We
enjoyed picking lemons, vegetables, and touring
Port Macquarie with them. Bob Wilkinson taught
Bob to drive on the left side and Beverly taught
Sheila the names of beautiful flowers and birds.
Bob and Bev took us to Newcastle for ministry
at Kelly and Gianna Lloyd’s home and DiRicos,
Gianna’s parents. We had a Sacrament Service
with Elder Kelly giving the remarks. Gianna’s
sister, Donna was able to worship with us also.
The Lloyd’s now reside in Independence, MO.
Two days later we were off to visit the Saints in the
Brisbane area. Pastor Alma and Janice Kerswell
warmly greeted us and shared a meal. Next day
we met Noel and Joyce Rowlatt who joyfully
shared testimonies and took us to visit George
and Sue Parker who also shared wonderful
testimonies. We saw the Gold Coast with the
Rowlatts and then the next day they took us to the
Sunshine Coast area to visit Robert and Adrienne
Windsor. We had a beautiful Sacrament Service
with many wonderful testimonies shared. At the
Kingston Branch in the Brisbane area, Bob taught
a class and shared in the Sacrament Service. We
enjoyed metting the Melling family, Neil and
Emma Kerswell, Glenn and Leanne Kerswell, and
Audrey Kerswell.
On November 4th, we left Brisbane and traveled
up the coast to visit Paul Faulker at Gin Gin. We
shared in a Sacrament Service with him in his
home and he shared his love of the scriptures.
We then went to Maryborough and visited Sister
Alva Robinson. She shared many wonderful
testimonies. We traveled about eight hours to
Goondiwindi where Sr. Laurel Thompson lives.
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We had Sacrament with her and so appreciated
her hospitality and testimonies.
After a two day rest in Tamworth we traveled to
Sydney to meet and worship with Ron and Jan
Mitchell, their granddaughter Charise, and Sr.
Faye Butterworth in her home. We worshiped
with these dear Saints in services and testimonies.
We traveled on to Goulburn where we had a very
nice visit with Albert and Beth Whipp and their
daughter Jemma. We learned a lot about raising
sheep from their shared testimonies. At Boorowa
we met Beth’s parents, Colin and Mary Dunn.
We had great fellowship for four days with
these valiant soldiers of the Lord. Euroa was
our next stop and we were blessed to stay with
Murray and Delma Broughton. Many wonderful
testimonies were shared about their church work
in the Philippines. Murray took us to visit many
inactive members to invite them to church. We had
a service at the Kelvin View Branch, which is in a
beautiful setting, in the wildwoods of Australia.
Next we traveled to Gawler in South Australia
with Peter, Helen, and Danny. We stayed with
Kerry and Gina Kreig and were able to visit with
the Hummel’s at their home celebrating Ethan’s
birthday. Bob had a few books left after three
months of handing out scriptures and booklets
in Nepal and Australia that he wanted to give to
the boys. He had one scripture book left which
was a 1947 Doctrine and Covenants and Monique
was pleasantly surprised it matched her Inspired
Version and Book of Mormon. She was missing
that book for her set. She felt it was definitely a
testimony from the Lord.
Roy and Daphne took us to Port Macquarie where
we visited with Merren, her son, Lance, and his
wife, Georgia, and their children, Isabella, Xavier,
and Charlotte. Our last week we traveled by train
to Newcastle area to visit and worship with David
and Melissa Game and their children, Lauren and
Micah. They had just moved to their new home
but were very gracious and hospitable to have us
stay.
We can’t express enough how wonderful and truly
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blessed by the Lord we felt to have met so many
dedicated, spirit-filled Saints in Australia. We
were also blessed to see some of God’s beautiful
scenic countryside, oceans, and unique wildlife,
like koalas and kangaroos. We pray the Lord will
guide and bless us all to continue our journey
toward Zion.
January 2013-December 2014 (2 years) Monica
Moreland, Independence, Missouri.
The Lord blessed me with an opportunity to move
to Australia for two years under the SEAAM board.
He opened up opportunities for me to substitute
teach and to teach full-time at a public high school
in Innisfail, Queensland. As I was far from many
of the Saints at that time, I visited other churches
on some Sundays. The Lord provided a way for
me to teach classes about our beliefs at those other
churches.
On my school holidays I was able to travel around
Australia and visit many of the Saints. I was
impressed with the devotion of the brothers and
sisters there. David and Melissa Game opened up
their home to me a couple times, and I was happy
to see their dedication in teaching their children
the fullness of the gospel, even though they were
far from other Saints. I also enjoyed a weekly
scripture study with Neil Kerswell’s family while
living in Brisbane. Neil was trying to teach his
children about the Doctrine and Covenants. The
Saints in Tamworth were very supportive of
my time in Australia, and I enjoyed talking and
worshiping with them. They are always looking
for more ways to serve and bring the isolated
Saints together. The Archers work hard to raise
money so they can travel and provide a necessary
ministry to those who are isolated. It was an
interesting two years in Australia, and I’m so
thankful for the opportunity to get to know so
many of the Saints while staying there.
2015 High Priest Paul Gage was again in Australia
for nearly two months sharing in the reunion at
Mount Seaview and sharing in the branches and
homes of the Saints and friends. Traveling with

the Archers, we were able to visit the Windsor’s,
Alva Robison, and Paul Fulker.
2015 Elder Doug and wife, Judi Smith, Elder
Hal and wife, Pat Chadwick, and Elder Daniel
and wife, Lauren Nixon also took ministry to the
Saints at the reunion and the branches.
A testimony from the Chadwick’s: Hal and I
had the opportunity to go to Australia in 2015.
We went with Doug and Judi Smith and their
daughter Lauren and her husband Daniel. We met
Helen and Peter Archer and their son Danny. We
appreciate so very much the sacrifice of both time
and money the Archers made to travel with us as
our guides. We started at reunion where the Love
of God abounded and then continued on to meet
the Saints in different areas.
When I think upon that trip this scripture from
Romans 5:5 comes to my mind, the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us. In our journey through
Australia truly the love of God was shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost as we met the many
saints there. Upon meeting each one there was
this great love that came into my heart and still
remains today. It was not like meeting strangers
but meeting friends who I had already known and
dearly loved. There are so many, I can’t mention
all of them here, but suffice to say that we met
many wonderful Latter Day Saints who are still
dear to our hearts today. We still keep in contact
through email with a number of the Saints there.
I have many testimonies of our trip but due to
space will only share one. At the Euroa Restoration
Branch, (Kelvin View) near Melbourne, we met
with the Saints who held meetings in a former
school house. They have a small organ and Sister
Elma Grayden, who was to play the organ was not
feeling well that morning. She asked if Doug and
Peter would administered to her before the service
and after the administration her countenance
changed and I could see that she felt much better.
She was so blessed by the Lord that she was able
to play the organ for the service. Sister Grayden

celebrated her 90th birthday this year. Many of
the scattered groups are small but I could see
their great determination and sacrifice to continue
the work there, and how because of that, God is
blessing and sustaining them.
At the close of reunion we gathered in the
parking lot for a picture and sang “God Be With
You Till We Meet Again.” It was a very moving
experience. Hal and I feel we have a whole new
church family in Australia and I would send my
love and deepest affection to all the Saints we met
there and say once again “God Be With You Till
We Meet Again.”
2016 High Priest Paul Gage, Elders Leo Carroll,
Jack Hagensen, Tom Rindels, and Deacon Jacob
Roberts, all from the Independence, Missouri
area were in Australia for nearly a month from
Sept. 21-October 19. They shared in ministry at
the reunion at Myuana Bay Sports and Recreation
Centre near New Castle, visited the Brisbane,
Euroa, and Tamworth Branches. They were
graciously hosted by the Gary Melling family
in Brisbane, the Archer and Schubert families in
Tamworth, the David Game family in Medowie,
and the Murray Broughton’s in Euroa. Also,
much appreciated was the transportation of Noel
Rowlatt, Gina Krieg, Mandy Fry, and Melissa
Game.
A goodly number of others have shared in
ministering to the Saints in Australia, but their
testimonies were not available at this time. Some
of those included: Gary and Marge Holmes,
Michigan, Daniel and Lauren Nixon, North
Carolina, Frank Shepard, 2006, Maine, Ron, Di and
Cara Smith from Iowa, Micah Bates, Don and Pat
Beebe, Dan Brotherton, Val Brotherton, Maurice
Bryant, 2008, Hal and Pat Chadwick, 2015, Verle
and Sally Cornish visited several times, Heidi
Gilbert, Gary and Ester Hoover, 2007, Wayne
Kearns, 2008, Steve Kropp John Larson, Carl and
Becky Martens Ray and Sheila McFarland,2005,
JimNegard, Richard Neill, Jacob and Lucy Sherer,
Lindsey Smith, 2012, Mark Smith, 2012, and
George and Jeanette Thomas all from Missouri.
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Our Mission to Australia

This is the way the song was sung:

by Elder Jack Hagensen
Independence, Missouri

Verse one: Jesus is coming! O hear him today,
Coming for you, Coming for you. Will you
not quickly the summons obey?
Jesus is
coming for you.

trip, with Brothers, Paul Gage, Leo Carrol,
M yTom
Rindels and Jacob Roberts was filled

Chorus: Coming for you; Coming for you!
Hear him today; do not turn him away! Jesus
is coming for you.

with many opportunities for giving and receiving
ministry. We stayed in the homes of several of
the Saints who not only provided excellent food
, but more especially spiritual ministry. Gary and
Rebecca Melling, Peter and Helen Archer, Roy and
Daphne Schubert, Murray and Delma Broughton,
David and Melissa Game, their children Lauren
and Micah were all very gracious hosts. Melissa’s
sister, Monique Hummel and her sons Jacob and
Seth, and Melissa’s mother, Gina Krieg also were
with us at the Games. Noel Rowlatt, provide
transportation while we were in the Brisbane area
as we visited Robert and Adrianne Windsor or
George and Sue Parker.
The reunion was a special time of the gathering
of the Saints from various parts of Australia.
There were children and adult classes and
preaching services. The singing of the Saints was
outstanding. Brother Kelly Lloyd gave a very
uplifting sacrament message to open the reunion
, as we shared the Lord’s Supper. The individual
time of sharing with both adults and youth were
inspiring.
The Lord gave me a marvelous message,
on August 8, 2016 to share with the Saints
everywhere. I believe He wanted me to share not
only in the United States, but also in Australia and
throughout the world, where ever He would send
me. I was totally wide awake. I am not sure of the
exact time, but it was between 5-6:00 AM. The
Lord spoke and said these words, “Jesus is coming
soon.” Immediately the words to the song, “Jesus
is Calling” were given to me, except the words
were, “Jesus is Coming,” and where ever the word
calling was in the song , it was replaced with the
word coming.
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Verse two: Jesus is coming! Your service he
needs, Coming for you, Coming for you;
Tenderly, patiently with you he pleads, Jesus is
coming for you! Chorus:
Verse three: Jesus is coming! He stands at the
door; Coming for you, Coming for you. Open
your heart and his mercy implore, Jesus is
coming for you! Chorus.
I knew this message was for everyone. He is
coming for you as a individual. We must be
ready for His coming as the five wise virgins in
the parable of the ten virgins. The wise with their
lamps full of His oil with extra and the five foolish,
who were unprepared at His coming with no oil
in their lamps.
We went, with Murray Broughton, to visit some
of the Saints and non-members in Euroa, Victoria,
near Melbourne. I also had the opportunity to sing
with Delma, Murray’s wife at their home. She
has a beautiful voice. We also had a hymn sing at
their home one afternoon and celebrated Geoff
Grayden’s wife, Elma Butterworth Grayden’s
90th birthday.
David and Melissa Game and their children,
Lauren and Micah were a wonderful host family.
David and Melissa were airline pilots. Melissa
flew for over ten years until she had her children.
She chose to be with her husband and care for
her children over her profession. This was a
wonderful testimony to me. David recently had
a minor stroke and currently is teaching pilots
and helping them gain their certification. Please
pray for David that the Lord will guide him in his
career.

We also had the opportunity
to visit many of the isolated
Saints. Mary Dunn now
lives in a care center in Yass,
New South Wales, where
her beautiful smile, loving
spirit and friendship bring
so much joy to her fellow
residents, Faye Butterworth,
in Sydney, New South Wales,
has a great knowledge
which she has gained from
reading her scriptures. She
is an ardant believer in, and
enjoys living by Doctrine and
Covenants Section 86, the
Word of Wisdom. Our visit
with her was also inspiring,
because it proves, that even
though you may be isolated,
you can stay very close to the
Lord in your personal study
and prayer.

Elder Noel Rowlatt
Brisbane RB

Dirk Waasdorf
Cobram,Victoria,
Australia

Saints in Tamworth, New South Wales, Australia

Australian Reunion near New Castle, New South Wales / Members of the Page family

Ron and Jan Mitchell in Sydney

Murray and Delma Broughton
Euroa Victoria Australia

Euroa, Victoria, Australia Restoration Branch members

Alva Robinson and family in Brisbane

Faye Butterworth in Sydney
Jacob Roberts from Missouri

Mary Dunn
Yass, New South Wales,
Australia
Saints in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia
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Nepal 2016
by Elder Rob Bird
Higginsville, MO
shared funding and many prayers
W ithof theRestoration
branches, the Evangelism
Council of the CRE/SEAAM and several faithful
individuals, Elders Bob Schrunk and Rob Bird of
the Lexington, Missouri Restoration Branch, left
on September 14, 2016 for two weeks of travel,
visiting and ministering among our brothers
and sisters in Nepal and India. Because of
more political pressure from India, the Nepalese
government is taking away more freedoms and
rights from the minority Christians (Christmas
and Easter are no longer recognized as holidays
for our Nepalese Restoration Saints). Brother
Dil Gurung had advised us not to come as
“missionaries” but as “tourists” so we weren’t
able to take as many scriptures and teaching
materials as have been brought in the past. Along
with travel problems due to the 2015 earthquake
damage and the restrictions placed on foreign
Christian missionaries, our ministry focus was to
be centered on the priesthood retreat and ministry
to the branches in Kathmandu. We were welcomed
at the airport by Prabha and Prakash Pradhan from
the Sinamangal branch and then taken by Dil and
Rebecca Gurung from the Satdobato Restoration
Branch to their home. Their home became our
home for our stay in Nepal as they graciously met
all of our needs.
The next morning we both were asked to share
at these two branches for their services. They
meet on Saturdays because most have to work
on Sundays. The Holy Spirit was very evident as
these dear Saints came prepared to worship God
through their music, prayers and scripture study.
It was encouraging to see numerous children
and youth involved not just in the services but in
fellowship and visiting afterwards.
The next day Elder Pushkal Gadal from Fikkal,
India arrived with Brother Debak who had been
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called to the office of elder at their branch. After
hearing their testimonies and visiting with them
through our interpreter, Brother Dil, we were
asked to ordain him. This had to be put off until
the next day because Pushkal was not well and
had to go to the hospital for tests on his heart. The
diagnosis was that he needed to get a pacemaker
which would cost thousands of dollars. After
his ordination Brother Debak participated in the
administration of Brother Pushkal who received a
great blessing of much less chest pain. We need to
keep these brothers in our daily prayers.
Through the next day several more priesthood
began arriving at the Gurung home to prepare
for our retreat. After a three hour trip on an
adventurous bus ride through Kathmandu
and over several mountains we arrived at the
“Mountain View” hotel/resort to begin our
priesthood retreat with 15 pastors and priesthood
from eight Rbranches from Nepal and India.
The worship and classes take longer because of
the translation process, but the presence of His
Holy Spirit was evident from the time of our
first meeting these dedicated brethren. Many
had traveled in difficult conditions over great
distances up to 18 hours by bus and motorcycles.
I was humbled by the sacrifices many of these
men had made to come leaving their families and
livelihood to come together for the Lord and for
their branches.
Classes were taught by Elders Dil Gurung,
Prakash Pradhan, John Chettri, Pushkal Gadal,
Chhiring Lama, Bob Schrunk and myself covering
many Restoration topics and beliefs.
They
seemed to be well-received as most were taking
notes and using their scriptures as translation was
taking place. Brother Chhiring, who is the 32 year
old pastor from the Hetauda branch with 80-90
members in south central Nepal, shared how his
branch was finishing a new building project that
the Lord had miraculously provided the funds
for. A man whom he didn’t know had come to
his home one evening and questioned Brother
Chhiring about the needs of his church and found
out what bank they used. They first received a
$5,000 deposit, then later an $8,000 deposit and

finally a deposit of $7,500 to help complete their
beautiful building that is earthquake resistant and
meets the needs of their branch very well, The
only follow-up they have had was a phone call
from a small South Korean Christian group that
was helping Nepalese Christians rebuild after the
2015 earthquake with “no strings attached.” The
Lord has indeed provided!
As we prepared for the prayer circle on our final
evening together, the Lord impressed upon me at
that time that I should share the words that He
had given me to write down earlier in the day for
these good brethren. Some of what was shared
included:
“Each of you have been created with specific
purpose for such a time as this. It is not by accident
that you are here today. It is not by accident that
you know Jesus Christ. It is not by accident that
you have knowledge and belong to the Church of
Jesus Christ – Restoration. It is not by accident that
you have been chosen and ordained to the Holy
Priesthood of Jesus Christ. …..for unto whom
much is given, of him shall much be required…
Luke 12:57 and D&C 81:1c.
Remember I Nephi 1:65 ….I Nephi…know that
the Lord giveth no commandments unto the
children of men, save he will prepare a way for
them that they may accomplish the thing which
he commanded them.”
The prayer circle required each brother to share
a prayer request(s) that would be prayed for by
the brother on his left. Specific prayers were then
offered for each in the circle (one prayer was vocal
but we all prayed together for that specific need
within our hearts). This activity gave each man a
powerful sending forth testimony as we would be
going many different ways after our retreat.
There is one other testimony I need to share
concerning this retreat. Even though this retreat
was a day longer with an extra night’s lodging
and three more meals provided than at previous
retreats, the non-member owner did not charge
our group any extra for that day. His testimony

was that since we have had our restoration retreats
at his “resort” that his business has flourished
and he wants us to continue using his facility in
the years ahead. This “extra” money along with
some other specific donations allowed Brother Dil
to replace his old motorcycle with a new one to be
used in bringing ministry to the Saints in distant
places. His 24 year old son, Elder Ashish Gurung,
has a great desire to travel to all of the various
branches in the days ahead to assist in spreading
and maintaining the Restoration message in Nepal
and northern India. What a blessing this will be!
This trip and the witnessing opportunities in
Nepal concluded after another time of sharing
with two of the branches in Kathmandu and a
couple of days spent with the Gurung family. We
spent about 21 hours in flight as well as 11 hours
in layovers before getting back to Kansas City,
Missouri on September 28, 2016. What an amazing
opportunity and experience! Please keep these
precious brothers and sisters in Christ in your
thoughts and prayers and that the Restoration
message will continue to flourish in this special
part of His creation!

Luke 1:26-33 Inspired Version of the Holy Scriptures
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God, unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth.
27
To a virgin, espoused to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name
was Mary.
28
And the angel came in unto her and said, Hail, thou
virgin, who art highly favored of the Lord. The Lord
is with thee, for thou art chosen and blessed among
women.
29
And when she saw the angel, she was troubled at
his saying, and pondered in her mind what manner
of salutation this should be.
30
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for
thou hast found favor with God.
31
And behold, thou shalt conceive, and bring forth a
son, and shall call his name Jesus.
32
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David;
33
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever;
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
26
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Prepare Ye! Prepare Ye!
by High Priest Francis Harper
Woodbine, Iowa

psalmist, answers, “He that hath clean hands
and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Psalm
24:4). The Lord Jesus warned: “Therefore be ye
also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not,
the Son of Man cometh” (Matthew 24).

M

The vast majority of people on earth will be
caught completely off-guard when the Lord
suddenly appears. Will we be numbered among
the unwary?

Only those whose lives have been purified, as
his life is pure, will be caught up . . . to meet the
Lord in the air when he shall come in the clouds
with ten thousands of his saints . . .

Although many sense that we are living in
the end-times, only a very few are diligently
preparing spiritually for the Savior’s coming.
Alma asked a series of questions we can use
as a checklist in our preparations to meet the
Lord. He asked, “Have ye spiritually been born
of God? Have ye received his image in your
countenances? Have ye experienced a mighty
change in your hearts? Have ye walked, keeping
yourselves blameless before God? If ye were
called to die at this time [or to meet the Lord
today] . . . have ye been sufficiently humble?
Are ye stripped of pride; envy? Behold ye must
prepare quickly, for the hour is close at hand,
and we know not when the time shall come . . .
(Alma 3:27-53).

any believe the second coming of Jesus is
near. The question in the minds of those
who expect to see him soon is, “Am I prepared
for his coming?” This question has never been
more appropriate. Only those whose lives are
comparable to the life of Jesus will be prepared
for his coming. John wrote: “. . . we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him . . .”
(1 John 3:2).

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 John 3:3; Jude 1:14;
Revelation 1:7). This is the description of the
First Resurrection.
The gate to the Lord’s
millennial kingdom will
be closed at the time of
the First Resurrection. “.
. . and the keeper of the
gate is the Holy One of
Israel: and he employeth
no servant there, for he
cannot be deceived . . .” (2
Nephi 6:81-82).
A call to prepare ourselves spiritually was given
on November 1, 1831: “Prepare ye, prepare ye
for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh;
and the anger of the Lord is kindled . . . and
the arm of the Lord shall be revealed” (D & C
1:3-6).
Malachi warned, “. . . the Lord whom ye seek
shall suddenly come to his temple [the church;
the body of Christ] But who may abide the
day of his coming? and who shall stand when
he appeareth?” (Malachi 3:1-2). David, the
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We tend to procrastinate. This is a bad habit
we must overcome. The Prophet Samuel sadly
informed the people of his day, “. . . behold,
your days of probation are past: ye have
procrastinated the day of your salvation, until it
is everlastingly too late, and your destruction is
made sure; yea, for ye have sought all the days
of your lives for that which ye could not obtain;
and ye have sought for happiness in doing
iniquity, which thing is contrary to the nature
of that righteousness which is in our great and
Eternal Head (Helaman 5:51-52).
“Lead on, O King Eternal, we follow not
with fears. For gladness breaks like morning
Wher- e’er thy face appears. Through days of
preparation Thy grace has made us strong. With
deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly kingdom
comes.”

A Memory from Israel
by Judith Hawley
Independence, Missouri

I

n 1979, my husband Harold, our ten year old
son Max and I went to Israel to live for a
year and a half in a kibbutz in the Negev Desert.
While in Israel, we went to Jerusalem.
Our walking tour of the city took us to the
Wailing Wall. We found a low wall nearby and
sat down to rest. The Dome of the Rock (where
Solomon’s Temple had once stood) was to our
right looming above us. The Wailing Wall was
below that, in front of us on the right. Hundreds
of people were there at the Wailing Wall praying,
men to the left and women to the right. It was
all a sight to behold, so many people praying
and milling about, only a few yards in front of
us.
It was then that both Harold and I noticed
what else was taking place around the three of
us. PEACE was coming from every direction.
It floated on the breeze. It exuded from every
rock and every blade of grass. It wafted around
us, moving as if to some unheard rhythm. We
were filled with it and surrounded with it, as
was everything.
As we sat there, I began to talk to the Lord in
my mind. I asked Him, “How can this be, so
much PEACE in a land wrought with wars and
the potential of wars to come?”
Into my mind came His answer. “What did the
angels say to the shepherds on that night so
long ago?
PEACE on earth, good will to men.
Earth remembered, but man forgot.”

‘For unto you is born this day,
in the city of David,
a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord,
And suddenly there was with the angel,
a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God, and saying,
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST;
AND
ON EARTH, PEACE;
GOODWILL TO MEN”
Luke 2:11, 13, 14 IV

Testimonies from NW
Youth Camp
by Kevin Herren
Salem, Oregon
# 1: Youth camp 2016 was a very
T estimony
special camp. Brotherly love reigned, Zion
prevailed and the Spirit of God was abundant
in every corner. I bear a short testimony of the
providence of our Father. God provided for our
every need and we lacked in nothing. During
the week we basked in His goodness and the
sense of the Holy Ghost grew stronger and
stronger while we were lifted closer and closer
to the heavenly veil. As authority has been
given to the Aaronic priesthood to call upon
the angels, so I did in preparation for camp
and most earnestly upon the grounds day by
day. One could not be on the grounds and be
unaware of His holy presence and so I sought
the Lord that we might be ever nearer and even
come into His presence.

As the week passed and the Spirit grew even
stronger day by day I continued in my petition
for the ministering of angels. He did not
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disappoint. One night as we were outside for
our evening with the pastor “non-class” I was
filled with the Spirit as I listened and I felt as
though anything were possible. Nothing of this
world could cumber us, we were strengthened
beyond human abilities in some way which I
can hardly explain. God was no doubt with us.
In the Spirit I looked up and beheld that we were
not alone on the grounds but I saw the presence
of angels. I will not say that I saw flowing wings
and flaming swords but in a way that God has
shown me once before I was made aware of His
heavenly messengers encircling us about as the
word was broken before us. My eyes were not
permitted to view these heavenly bodies in their
state, but my vision was opened beyond human
sight. I cannot properly describe what I saw in a
way which I am satisfied but I can only say that
I was made aware and saw angels around us but
could not behold their bodies. Being cautious of
such spiritual gifts I wondered in my mind if I
was correct in my interpreting things correctly
when the comforter came to me in a still and
quiet manner, comforting my mind. My mind
was taken to my previous experience with these
celestial beings as I walked in the sacred grove.
I was reminded that I was unsure then as I am
unsure now, as the Spirit bore witness then, so
now did He come again to me. We were in the
presence of God’s heavenly servants. Arthur
Oakman once said, some things you think and
some things you KNOW. I know I had been in
communion with those from above.
Testimony # 2: We are promised that if we seek
we shall find, if we ask we will receive. The
doctrine of Christ is not philosophy but rather
a very real and living truth. All of my life I have
heard “ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye
shall find.” I bear this testimony to all who will
hear, this promise is true. God will uphold the
faithful and come to them in their hour of need.
I have been recipient of this promise before but
again at youth camp this year I was blessed by
the hand of the Lord in this promise.
Before camp I made usual preparation for
classes that I would be leading. Through prayer
and fasting and study I had prepared a series of
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classes which I felt blessed in and felt would be
an excellent course for the senior high campers.
When we arrived at camp my prayers continued
for the campers and staff. After dinner the first
night, in response to my petition, I was made
aware that what I had come to offer as classes
would not be used. In a way that I cannot very
well translate into words, my eyes were opened
and I saw the needs of the campers and I knew I
would be preparing a new class that night.
The Spirit of God was with us even in the early
parts of the very first day, a Spirit which could be
felt as we walked onto the grounds. I had offered
myself as a servant to the Lord in any way that
He might want to use me without bounds. As
I began preparing class the first night to teach
the following day I felt encouraged in the Spirit
of the Lord. Before delivering the class I made
it a matter of prayer that God be with me, and
He responded. This became my daily practice.
I found myself in constant prayer petitioning
the Lord for help and seeking guidance. Every
day He delivered to me that which He would
have me to teach the following day. As the
week progressed I found myself becoming very
excited to see what the Lord had in store. It was
as though I was a camper again coming before
the teacher not knowing what the lesson would
be. Day by day God was with me and leading
me. Throughout the week, though blessed by
the hand of God, I began to feel that there was
nothing else that my simple mind could teach.
I was at the end of me. I had nothing left to
offer the campers and in that space I found the
workings of the Spirit and His ministry. When
I was no longer able to get in the way with my
own understanding and my own plans I had to
rely wholly upon Him. I found myself realizing
that though my tank was completely empty
in a way which I had not known before, I was
being upheld and my Father was carrying me
according to His will. I found a new faith this
year at camp; not a faith taught by the mouth of
men formulating a set of scriptures but a faith
taught by the author of faith Himself, taught by
the one I must learn to have faith in, the giver of
all good gifts. I learned firsthand that if we seek
we WILL find, ask and we WILL receive.

Women’s Retreat Report
by Rhonda Stahlman
Sibley, Missouri

I

was asked, by a member of the Women’s
Council, to write an article about the
September 24-25, 2016 women’s retreat held at
the Odessa Hills Missouri Campgrounds. I was
given the choice whether I would like to submit
it for the Tidings of Zion, or the Women Council’s
newsletter, Women of the Restoration. I know that
the person asking had been led by the Holy
Spirit, because it had been my desire to share
an article in Tidings of Zion.
After receiving the registration papers, I knew
within my heart that I wanted to attend, so
I didn’t delay in sending in my registration.
Looking back, I can understand why the Holy
Spirit had placed upon my heart the desire to
attend.
Saturday began with Debbie Mulheron playing
the piano for the hymn sing. She invited us to
sing along to one of her favorite hymns Nearer
My God to Thee and then she left it open for
others to request their favorites as well, some of
which were; Come Learn of the Meek and Lowly, I
Need Thee Every Hour, O for A Thousand Tongues
to Sing, and My Faith Looks up to Thee. What a
wonderful way to begin.
Elder Justin Jones, retreat pastor, reminded us
that we were called out of the world and that we
were gathered together to receive a blessing. He
petitioned the Heavenly Father on our behalf
that no harm would come and that angels would
stand guard. He invited the Holy Spirit to guide
and direct in the name of Jesus Christ.
Devotions were led by Shirley Holloway, who
inspired us with words to live by. She shared
some valuable thoughts she received from a
book called God’s Plan in Protecting His People
in the Coming Depression by David Wilkerson
[It can be downloaded at the following site (http://

LEFT to RIGHT:
Jennifer Raffety, Susan Bendorf, Mary Prater
Sylvia Powell, Tiffany Jones, Deana Griffin

www.vaterherz.at/DOWNLOAD/OFFENBARUNG/
David_WilkersonGod’s_plan_to_protect_his_people.pdf]

One quote from this book was , “The only
trustworthy preparation are those of the heart,
not the body. If you love the Lord, this is where all
preparations must begin.” As women, we are to
give up control by allowing the Holy Spirit to
be our guide. We are to put our homes in order
and this does not mean in a physical sense, but
in a spiritual sense. We are to seek learning by
study and to show love. Our husbands are to
feel the peace when they walk in the door of
our home, sensing that our homes are a place of
refuge. Godly music can help assist us in these
endeavors.
She shared how the children of Israel were
secured by the blood of the lamb on their door
post. They ate the lamb, which is a similitude
of our partaking of Sacrament. They had to
be prepared and ready to leave Egypt and not
take much with them, for they had to be totally
reliant on the Lord.
Jill McGowen taught a class on Christ being the
Example as we read in Philippians 4:9 “Those
things, which ye have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do; and the God of peace shall
be with you. So she titled her class and we are to
“SEE, BE, and DO.”
She explained how Christ set the example by
simplifying His life, preparing Himself and
developing meekness, which is humility added
to courage. He responded to His Father’s will.
She gave examples how we could do those
things for ourselves. We simplify our lives by
limiting our material possessions as found
in a book entitled The Power of Half to read as
an example of how to cut down on material
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things. https://www.bookbrowse.com/bb_briefs/detail/
index.cfm/ezine_preview_number/4577/The-Power-of-Half.

Priesthood & Men’s Retreat
January 19 & 21, 2017

We also simplify our lives by using our time
wisely, and creating white space. We prepare
ourselves by learning His word and following
through with it. We also prepare ourselves
by understanding what our gifts, our hearts
passions, our personality and our abilities are.
We develop humility by putting ourselves last
and becoming obedient to God’s will.

Oak Grove Restoration Branch
Oak Grove, Missouri

After the hymn, “Open My Eyes” was sung,
Judith Hawley stood and eloquently bore
some of the testimonies of how she has been an
ambassador of love for our Savior Jesus Christ.
Her testimonies bore record of how she received,
trusted, and obeyed God’s Word.
Suzanne Bendorf shared how we can count our
many blessings by writing them down so that
they may be passed on to our future generations.
It’s our legacy as it speaks of in a song written
by Steve Green; Find Us Faithful, that all
those who come behind us find us faithful.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eERKnxzNzwg .
She had learned early that even “little people”
can have testimonies too. A true testimony will
testify of God’s goodness and point to Christ
and in so doing strengthen the reader’s faith.
Written testimonies are a legacy for our children
as it states in Psalms119:111, “Thy testimonies
have I taken as a heritage forever; for they are the
rejoicing of my heart.”
She pointed out, as mentioned in the Doctrine
and Covenants 76, that being valiant in our
testimony of Jesus Christ determines which
glory we receive. She confessed that she regretted
not having written down more of her mother’s
testimonies, because now that her mother has
passed the testimonies are gone with her.
We were able to visit with one another as we
participated in one of two service projects;
cutting out patterned pieces for a shoe project
and/or recycling plastic bags by crocheting
them into mats for the homeless to sleep on. The
day ended with pastoral thoughts from Elder
Justin Jones.
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“The First Step to Wisdom is Silence
The Second is Listening”
The winter months provide a prime opportunity to expand
your learning and explore God’s calling upon your life in
each respective priesthood office. Please mark your
calendar to be present at the Oak Grove Restoration
Branch in January to ingest the words of Christ. The
Central Missouri Restoration Branches, the Pastors of
Zion and the Conference of Restoration Elders invite
you to participate in a priesthood and men’s education
classes scheduled for:
• Thursday, January 19 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm
• Saturday, January 21 from 8:30 am  to 1:00 pm
(Lunch provided)
All priesthood are invited to attend and have the
opportunity to bring non-priesthood men from their
congregation who are earnestly seeking the Lord’s will in
their life and journey on this path.
Please ponder the following scriptures as you consider
the theme of Wisdom:
 Nephi 12:37 Blessed are those who hearken unto
my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for
they shall learn wisdom;
 Mosiah 1:49 Behold, I tell you these things that
ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when
ye are in the service of your fellow beings, ye are
only in the service of your God.
 D&C 94:1a Verily I say unto you my friends, I
speak unto you with my voice, even the voice of my
Spirit, that I may show unto you my will concerning
your brethren in the land of Zion, many of whom
are truly humble, and are seeking diligently to learn
wisdom and to find truth;
Ephesians 1:17-18
Acts 21:40 		

Psalm 4:1
Acts 22:1-2

D & C 10
III Nephi 4:54

Pre-registration is not required, however we do ask that you
do so, so we can plan for lunch. To register online go to the
CRE website, eldersconference.org, or click on https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/2017JanuaryRetreat. You can also pick
up a registration form at the CRE office, or contact the office
and request that a form be mailed to you. To contact the CRE
office, call 816-836-3421 (local) or 877-748-8947 (toll free)
For questions or more information, please contact
Steve Kropp at skropp@saint-lukes.org, or Vim Horn at
hornw@umkc.edu.

2017 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
The Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) are again
sponsoring a combined Reunion and Elders Conference. The Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Elders Conference will be held at the Center Place Restoration School
(CPRS)/Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June 25 to June30, 2017.
The primary focus of the week will be on worship, classes and fellowship for all the Saints, classes
and meeting opportunities for all priesthood, and opportunity for the Elders to meet in conference.
The overall theme, and daily themes for the week are as follows:

Jesus is calling! O Hear Him Today

Behold, I say unto you, that the good shepherd doth call you;
yea, and in his own name he doth call you,
which is the name of Christ;
And if ye will not hearken unto the voice of the good shepherd,
to the name by which ye are called, behold,
ye are not the sheep of the good shepherd.
And now if ye are not the sheep of the good shepherd,
of what fold are ye?
Alma 3:62-64

Sunday, June 25, Calling us to Listen
Monday, June 26, Calling us to Repent and Obey
Tuesday, June 27, Calling us to Forgive
Wednesday, June 28, Calling us to Witness
Thursday, June 29, Calling us to our Stewardship
Friday, June 30, Calling us to BE OF ONE HEART AND ONE MIND-ZION!
We invite all restoration branch Saints and priesthood to participate in the 2017 Restoration
Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders. We believe that this Reunion will
once again be a wonderful opportunity for the Saints to draw close to the Lord and to each other.
Registration for the Reunion/Conference can be done by going to the Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE) website at www.eldersconference.org.
You can also go to the CRE website to print out a registration form.
There is only one registration form for both the Reunion and the Conference.
For more information, visit the CRE website, or call the CRE office.
Local calls: 816-836-3421 or Toll free calls: 877-748-8947
Office Hours are Mon-Wed-Fri 10-4. (Please leave a message if no one answers)
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Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule
June 25-30, 2017

“Jesus Is Calling! O Hear Him Today”
Alma 3:62-64
Daily
Themes

Calling us
to listen

Daily
Themes

Calling us to
repent and
obey

Time

Sunday

Time

Monday

Calling us to
forgive
Tuesday

Calling us to
witness

Calling us to
our
stewardship

Calling us to
be of one
heart and
one mind Zion

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:30am to 6:30pm
Registration and
information desk will
be open from 2:00pm to
6:30pm

7:00 am

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

7:30 –
8:30

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Priesthood
Worship
Breakfast
and
Gathering
Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

10:30

Worship
Service

10:30

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

12:00
pm

Lunch (on
your own)

12:00
pm

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

2:00 –
6:30

Displays &
Exhibits
Open in
Gymnasium

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time or
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

5:00

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

4:00 –
5:00

Priesthood
Meeting
&
Worship
Dinner (on
your own

1:30

3:00 to
5:00
Monday
1:30 to
5:00
Rest of
Week
3:00 to
5:00

6:30

Song
Service

6:30

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Dinner (on
your own)
Song Service
or Other
Activity

7:00

Evening
Worship

7:00

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening of
Sharing

Evening
Worship

Reception

Campfire

Refreshments

No Event

No Event

Campfire
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2017 Restoration Branch Reunions
June 5-10

Zion’s Ridge
Independence, MO
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

If any additional camps,
retreats,
or
reunions
should be listed or any
corrections needed, please
notify the CRE Office at
816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

June 10-17

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: odessahills.com or 816-230-4000
or Judi Smith 816-633-4199

June 11-17

South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University
Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Todd Schoenemann 816-796-6945
Registrars: Paul and Lynette Davis 816-795-0703

June 25-30

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion
Independence, MO
at Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch/CPRS
Contact CRE Office 816-836-3421, or eldersconference.org

July 1-8

Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds Odessa, MO
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802

July 22-29

Woodbine Iowa Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Mic Coolman 712-310-7495

Australian Reunion 2015 —
David, Melissa, Lauren, and Micah Game

July 24-30

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208

July 24-30

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484

July 29-Aug 4

Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove, Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-862-1029

July 29-Aug 5

Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Eddie Faulkingham 207-348-2297

Australian Reunion 2015 — Ethan, Jacob, Seth, and Monique Hummel

Australian Reunion 2015 — Choir
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2017 Restoration Branch Youth Camps
IOWA
June 11-17

Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211

July 9-13

Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

GREAT LAKES REGION
Dates: TBA

Jr. High and Sr. High Zion’s Youth Camp (Site: TBD)
Contact: Shaun and Michelle Turner 616-951-2138 or 616-881-6309

July 9-15

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) at Erie Beach, Ontario CANADA
Contact: Betty Lou Newman 519-734-1097

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO

Genesis 9:22 “Embrace the Truth”
May 21-27		
June 4-8		
June 18-24		
June 25-July 1		

Older Youth			
Junior Camp			
Senior High Camp		
Junior High Camp		

Directors: Ron and Raylene Buckles
Directors: Mark and Jamie Bendorf
Directors: Stu and Milee Gage
Directors: Justin and Tiffany Jones

RESTORATION CAMPING INC. (RCI)
Go to RCICamps.org for more information.
			
Mountain Camp
(grades 10-13)		
Colorado
			
Walk the Talk		
(grades 10-13)		
Odessa Hills
			
Mammoth Camp
(grades 9-13)		
Lake of the Ozarks
			
Leadership Camp
(grades 10-13)		
Odessa Hills
			Bountiful		(grades 7-9)		Odessa Hills
			
Tiona			
(Girls grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills
			
Liahona		
(Boys grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills

NORTHWEST REGION (Oregon/Washington)
July 30 - August 5

Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA

Contact: Dustin Mason 360-931-1738

TEXAS
July 5-9

2000 Strong Adventure Camp
Camp begins at 5:00 PM on Wednesday, July 5 and
concludes Sunday, July 9. There are two camps held
concurrently. A youth camp for ages 8-18 and a young
adult camp for those 18-25 (or close to 25). The camps
are held at the Collin County Adventure
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Calendar of Events
CENTRAL MISSOURI YOUTH WINTER SERIES 2016
December 28-30, 2016 Theme: “Renewing in Jesus”
Director: Jared Mulheron
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA RESTORATION BRANCH OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Winter Revival 2017. February 24-26, 2017
Contact: Mark McCormick 402-639-2952
CENTRAL MISSOURI
ODESSA HILLS CAMPGROUNDS AT ODESSA, MO
Spring Retreat Dates 2017 Philippians 3:14 “Pressing towards the Mark”
March 3-5		
March 10-12		
March 18-19		
March 24-26		
April 7-9		

Jr. High				
Sr. High				
Jr.				
Older Youth			
Young Family Retreat		

Justin and Tiffany Jones
Stu and Milee Gage
Mark and Jamie Bendorf
Chuck and Karen Miller
Eric and Amy Simmons

MISSOURI: COLBERN ROAD RESTORATION BRANCH PREACHING SERIES
Sunday, April 23 AM and PM and Monday (24) and Tues (25) evenings
Elder Brian Herren from Salem, Oregon
CRE WOMEN’S COUNCIL SCHEDULE FOR 2017
January Women’s Brunch; Sat. Jan 28 at Colbern Rd. RB
Spring Retreat
Sat. April 8: Details forthcoming
Fall Retreat
Sept. 23-24 Odessa Hills Campgrounds
The Women’s Council functions to serve the women of the Restoration.
Contact Chair, Dana Griffin at 816-254-2806 for information about ministry and events.
Matthew 1:1-8 Inspired Version of the Holy Scriptures
Now, as it is written, the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise. After his mother, Mary, was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
2
Then Joseph, her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put
her away privily.
3
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a vision, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy
Ghost.
4
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins.
5
Now this took place, that all things might be fulfilled, which were spoken of the Lord, by the prophets, saying,
6
 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, (which,
being interpreted, is, God with us.)
7
Then Joseph, awaking out of his vision, did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife;
8
And knew her not until she had brought forth her first-born son; and they called his name Jesus.
1
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Lyle Smith, Aaron Pressler, and Tom Mitchell were on a mission to Kenya in East Africa in August of 2016. Other
visits were made to Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Nigeria in 2016. There was an East African women’s retreat
in Kenya in April, and a Pan-African priesthood retreat in July, including Priesthood from Nigeria, Cameroon,
the DRC (Congo), Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, and Kenya. There was a women’s retreat in Nigeria in June, a
youth retreat in August, and a national conference in September.
The final work on the Book of Mormon translation is going forward. There will be a youth camp for the East
Africans in December, led by a team of older youth from the Northwest region of the USA. There are trips
planned to Tanzania, Rwanda, and Uganda early in 2017, as well as a women’s retreat in April in Kenya, a
priesthood retreat in August, and a youth camp next December in Kenya. In Nigeria, there will also be a youth
retreat, a women’s retreat, and a missionary trip in the fall of 2017. The Lord has been moving in amazing ways
to further the work of the kingdom on the African continent.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elder Brian Mundy, Elder Joe Hale, Connie Hale, and Kathleen Rindels visited the Saints in Germany in
September of 2016.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina,
provide ministry in Mexico. David and Sara Schoff were in Honduras in January, 2016.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

See articles in this issue for updates on Australia, Nepal, and India.
The Philippines:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The work in the Philippines continues to function in the
Mindanao area in the south and Luzon in the northern region,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair, Seventy
Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom completed a trip there
in the fall of 2015. In the Manila area, Elder Murray Broughton
and wife Delma, from Australia visit at least twice a year.
Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons were in
Luzon in May and July 2015, as well as January, May, and
November 2016. The work continues to expand in the middle
island, the Visayans with several baptisms.

All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue
depending on how many copies are printed, sent,
and the postal rates. The Tidings of Zion currently
goes into 4400 homes around the world, including
48 states of the USA as well as Australia, Canada,
England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”
As treasurer of the CRE I would like to thank you for your
response to the financial needs that were mentioned in the
last Tidings. Remember just as you have monthly
obligations to meet for your home the CRE also has
monthly obligations to meet.
Ray Lane, Treasurer, CRE

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES
Oak Grove RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html

Waldo Avenue RB
https://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

CD’S, DVD’S

Many branches record services and will send copies
to those who so desire. One is Oakwood RB in
Michigan. Contact Dennis Smith at 248-961-6487.
Let us know if your branch also livestreams and/or
sends out CD/DVD’s

READER’S COMMENTS
I really appreciate getting the Tidings of Zion
to keep me up on events in the Restoration.
Keep up the good work. I remember you in
my prayers.
Al Lind, Preston, Missouri
The Tidings of Zion is what I look forward
to receiving in the mail. It is a great source of
strength to me.
Wayne Snell, Shelburne, Ontario, Canada

New Life in Christ, Abundant and free
What glories shine, what joys are mine
What wondrous blessings I see.
My past with its sin, the searching and strife,
forever gone! there’s a bright new dawn!
FOR IN CHRIST
I HAVE FOUND NEW LIFE!
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Sweet the place, exceeding sweet, Where the Saints in glory meet,
Where the Savior’s still the theme, Where they see and sing of HIM.

Waldo Avenue RB
Independence, MO

Dover, Ohio RB

Warrensburg, MO RB

Central Florida RB
Apopka, FL

Brisbane RB
QLD Australia

Then go to the house of the Lord, then go to the house of the Lord,
With anthems and songs of thanksgiving and praise,
Let us go to the house of the Lord.

