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Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders

“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration
branches and Latter Day Saints in general during this period
of disruption and fragmentation” (Conference Operating
Guidelines accepted in 1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priest		 hood, as well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
•  Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on
			 behalf of the work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us
			 to defend and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the
			 critical issues now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel
			 as restored in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and
			 1993 Conference Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work
		 together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as
		 they are requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration
		 priesthood.
5. Offer support to the elders to take the gospel message to
		 the world.
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“For With God Nothing Can
Be Impossible” Luke 1:37
by Lyle Smith, Oak Grove, Missouri
and Eric Odida, Kenya, Africa

D ear Saints,
The following letter has come from Eric Odida in
Kenya. Sister Salome, Eric’s grandmother had a
dream a few years ago and told her family that
missionaries would be there to do her funeral.
She had the same dream again a few days before
she passed on. She was over 100 years of age and
I had the privilege of visiting in her home most
years as I went to Kenya. Her service was held
on Saturday July 22nd and lasted eight hours. At
least 1000 people were there. They had set up six
large tents with chairs and they were almost filled.
The formal religious service lasted about one and
a half hours. Many, many people spoke about
her and many hymns were sung. Sister Salome
had been an active Christian most of her life. She
participated fully with the Seventh Day Adventist
Church. About 10 years ago she heard of the
Restoration through her grandson Eric. After
considerable investigation she joined. This caused
a real upset in the community. They felt that she
was making a great mistake. Her life since joining
the Restoration has been a real witness. You will
understand as you read the letter below. As Eric is
so vividly saying below, Surely the Lord blessed.
Lyle Smith

SISTER SALOME WERE’S MEMORIAL SERVICE
Beloved of The Lord,
We reached out very well. Our priesthood retreat
was a blessing as men from the continent of Africa
met and worshiped together.

Sister Salome’s memorial service was favored by
The Lord. The church and the clan had budgeted
for the funeral service to cost $3,500. I was
horrified, I wondered what they were thinking
of coming up with such a budget. I wondered
where they expected such kind of money to come
from. Perhaps the clan had expected the church
in America to come up with that kind of money
since Salome passed on while I was in the U.S.
They sent me the budget while I was in America.
I was not happy at all with the budget, but the
church here decided to pray and work to raise the
money. They conducted two funds drives while
I was still in the U.S. By the time I got back they
had done a lot. But still it was far from what was
budgeted. When I returned they called for a final
fund raising. The church responded as one, those
who had gone through scholarships programs and
had work, and my boss, colleagues and friends
responded. They sent radio announcements
for two days. The Lord DID IT. They met and
exceeded the budget. People sacrificed like I
have never seen before, for example Rakwaro
Branch had pledged to contribute $15 but ended
up bringing $40. Kandaria Branch brought a ram
worth $35 and a bag of maize worth $40. Lisana
Saints contributed produce worth $135. It was
hard to believe. I still look back and wonder why
the Lord decided to host that service as He did.
But I know it was for the sake of His Church.
Materially it was like a memorial service of
some rich or powerful personality in Kenya, but
spiritually it was a celebration. It is still spoken of
by the church members and the locals.
Many people attended, relatives, neighbors ,
government officers, my Governor and his wife,
and others. Elder Lyle Smith was there to give the
spoken word. He had such freedom as he spoke
and took his time explaining the Restored Gospel.
The people paid attention. Missionaries Aaron
Pressler and Tom Mitchell gave befitting support
to the ministry. It was the Lord who took control
and did everything through different people and
groups.
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Many people have come up to express their
desire to join the church. The first Sunday after
the memorial service I returned to Lisana and
found two new people from a neighboring village
in attendance. The church building was full. The
extended family that had been opposed to the
church was in full attendance. More are coming.
Far beyond Lisana those who attended and heard
the teaching have opened up to testify that they
had no idea the church’s teachings made such
sense.
Sister Salome and her Lord did a lot while she
lived, but at her death the Lord decided to complete
what she did not achieve in life. He opened the
church for the world around her. Neighbors and
relatives and people from beyond heard what the
church stands for. At Lisana village where they
called the church a cult they were able to hear the
teachings, and to fellowship with the Saints from
the other parts of the country who received them
with love. Those who had tried to scandalize the
church were disappointed as the people witnessed
for themselves the conduct of the body of Christ.
The poor old widow was given a send off befitting
a Princess , for she was the daughter of a King.
That is the Lord our God.
We have received invitations from people who
attended her memorial service to take the gospel
to them. A chain reaction has been activated
again, to take the gospel beyond Lisana and to
the places who had not heard about the church,
but where people came from to attend Salome’s
memorial service.
Thanks and God bless you all who continue to
hold us in prayers and are part of our labors from
here to there.
Your brother,
Eric Odida
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The Sufficiency of God
by Brady Winegar
Los Angeles, California
been a member of the Reorganized
I have
Church of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints

since the year 1978. My brother Anthony and I
were speaking about our frustration about the lack
of fellowship we have in this part of the Lord’s
vineyard. Anthony suggested that I go “on-line”
and try to hear sermons this way. This had no
appeal to me whatsoever, but after long talks
Anthony convinced me. He had been listening to
some of the sermons while he was on the night
patrol. One day I decided to browse the site.
And to my surprise I saw a name that I actually
recognized. As I thought to myself, I wonder what
Brother Stu Gage has to say?
As I listened to this man speak, the Holy Ghost fell
upon me in great power and I could only weep.
Weep for my sins, weep for the time I had wasted.
But most of all, I wept because I felt the love of my
Savior.
I continued to listen to these sermons. I heard
something that I had never heard before; sure
I heard about the dealings with God and His
people but that was so long ago. As I continued
to listen to these sermons I heard something
that I had never heard about taking place in my
lifetime. It was mentioned in a message that while
certain men were serving in another part of the
Lord’s vineyard [East Africa] they literally had
miraculous blessings heaped upon them: the
provision of much needed water, and not “just”
being prepared to bring the word- but being
prepared in heart alone so that God opened the
man’s mouth that he might preach, and as he
preached he learned with the congregants. Truly,
when there were no monies left for what was
needed, God Himself, through His Divine Spirit
filled a backpack, with exactly what amount of
monies was needed! The sufficiency of our God!
As I listened, the Spirit bore witness of the truth.
I had heard of things like this from early church
members and from the scriptures as God dealt
with His people, but that was long ago...

I felt compelled to send a “thank you” letter to
the man whose email was on the Salem Branch
website Elder Brian Herren, pastor at Salem,
Oregon. Over the course of weeks, I interacted
with this man. I was informed that sometimes
they had guest ministry for people like my family.
I was very excited about this. For the next couple
of months my brother and I made preparation to
meet with these traveling ministers, Elders Brian
Herren and Gary Livingston. As we began to do
this, something started changing in our hearts and
home, and things were good.
My prayer to God was that I might bask all
weekend in His goodness with the visiting
brethren. How can it be that God answered my
prayer? The tender mercies of God…while I spent
time with these men the Holy Ghost administered
to me in a profound way.
Yet God has done something wonderful to
this people here…where there had been no
fellowship…through planting and watering and
digging about, God Himself has given us a place
to worship. May He add increase to our numbers
to whom He would, that they might be saved.
For truly Jesus Christ does His best work in
graveyards- for the Saints in Santa Clarita were
all but dead and God himself is raising up unto
Himself a small branch, that we might serve our
purpose and remember that God has given us
back the years that the locusts had eaten.

Inspired Version of the Scriptures
Compared With Other Translations
Members of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints know that Joseph
Smith Jr. was directed by God to correct errors
in the King James version of the Bible. Take time
to compare the following scriptures in the King
James and Inspired Version.
Matthew 5:1-11 KJ and 5:1-13 IV; Matthew 8:1012; Luke 4:1-9; Acts 7:56-59; Revelation 1:1.
These are a small sample of plain and precious
truths being taken out of the KJ. Do your own
study to find many other precious truths.

A Testimony
by Dil Gurung
Kathmandu, Nepal
name is Dil
M yGurung.
I come

Dil and Rebecca Gurung

from a family who all
belong to Buddhism. Before I went to India, I was
living in my village of Gorkha. In 1988 December
I went to New Delhi, India to work. One night,
in February, 1990, I was sleeping in my bed. At
midnight somebody called my name three time,
DIL-DIL-DIL. I woke up and opened the door,
but there was nobody there. The next night, at
the same time the voice called me again. I woke
up again, but there is nobody. The third night,
at the same time, I envisioned a man standing in
my bedroom. He had so much light about him,
even more than sun light on his face. I couldn’t
see the face properly, but same voice was calling
me again. “Dil, you come to me” When I heard his
sweet voice that time I was so happy and felt so
good. There was not any tension in my life. I was
very joyous!
The next day I went to work and shared my
dreams with my Muslim friend. He told me that
maybe it was a Muslim God, but actually my heart
is saying that it was not a Muslim God. I shared,
also with my Hindus friend, who said maybe it
was a ghost.
After some time, I and my friend, Bharat Tamang,
moved from New Delhi, India to Darjeeling, West
Bengal. I went to visit at the house of my friend’s
brother, who was a pastor in Darjeeling. I shared
my vision with my friend’s brother and he told
me about my vision. He told me that the Son of
God, Jesus, is calling you and I felt great joy, I
believed the Son of God. I didn’t know anything
about Christianity and Jesus before this time. He
took me out of sin and I am very grateful that
Jesus chose me to work in His Kingdom. Now all
my family are Christian. Thank you Jesus!
Before I left New Delhi in 2002, I and my family
were employed by a wealthy contractor and
were receiving an excellent salary and other
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benefits. During this time I received two visions,
given three times. The first vision was of a huge
black snake. In the first two visions the snake
disappeared somewhere. The third time I was
able to destroy that snake. In the second vision,
also given three times, I was climbing a mountain
with a white man (I think the white man may be
like brother Francis Harper because our Nepali
people are dark brown. That’s why when I met
brother Francis in 2005, in late October, I thought
that my vision was fulfilled).
We were helping people of all nations, a mixture
of people, climbing up a mountain. As we drew
near the summit, we could not climb any higher,
I saw two large hands of God reach down to help
in the final ascent to the top of the mountain.
My second vision is a perfect illustration of the
scripture, “For we know that it is by grace that we
are saved, after all we can do.” (2 Nephi 11:44) I
concluded that I had been called to return to my
native land of Nepal to fulfill the vision God had
given me because there are no mountains around
New Delhi.
When I informed my employer of my intentions
to leave my position with the company, the
company boss offered more money to stay, but I
did not accept. The man wept as he said, “I have
lost my right hand,” then he added, “You are an
honest man. If you ever decide to return, my door
is always open for you.” I turned my back on
worldly security in exchange for eternal security.
First, I prayed to God, “My problems are the
Lord’s problems.”
My family and I moved back to Kathmandu in
2003. We suffered in poverty with many others
until I got part-time employment as chauffeur at
the American Embassy. We lived in a two room
apartment with shared kitchen and bathroom
facilities. My two older sons, Ashish and Biswas,
were provided food and shelter by relatives.
One morning my wife Rebecca told me, we needed
some meat, shampoo and chocolate. I said that my
pockets were empty. That evening before leaving
the embassy. my employer asked me to wait
because she had prepared something for me and
my family. She gave me a large heavily loaded box
and the taxi fare to get home. After reaching home,
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I
opened
the box and
found two
large dressed
chickens, a
giant-sized
bottle
of
shampoo,
and,
yes,
among other
items there was also chocolate. I wondered how
my employer knew that we needed two chickens
- one for my family and one for those providing
for my sons? I remember His promises with me
before I left from New Delhi India. (Matthew 6:
25-34). Praise The Lord !
More than once I was offered a good salary,
plus other benefits, if I would serve as a pastor
of Christian congregations in Kathmandu, but I
refused to become a “hireling.” My family attended
several Christian churches in Kathmandu, but
spiritually we were not satisfied with any of them.
We finally decided to worship in our own home
church. In the Lord’s name, when we started our
own church, God sent the Saints.
In 2005 I met brother Francis Harper in Kathmandu,
Nepal in my home. After the prayer, brother
Francis started the discussion. His first words
were, “Do you believe the Book of Mormon is
sacred scripture?” We stated that yes, we believe,
but we did not seem to be well acquainted with
its message. We were eager to learn and I asked,
“What is the theme of the Book of Mormon?”
Brother Francis said, “The Book of Mormon is a
second witness of Jesus Christ.” For three days we
continued talking from 3PM to 10PM about the
Joseph Smith testimony and so many other things.
Brother Francis gave us answers to satisfy us.
Other Churches offered me so many things like
salary, Bible college, apartment, etc. Brother
Francis did not offer anything like money or
any other things. He only brought the Word of
God and wonderful heart touching testimonies.
They are the same testimonies I have, so it is the
double witness supporting each other. Now I am
pleased with God’s willingness to use me and He
has blessed me in many mighty ways beyond my
understanding.

Which Way Are You Going?
by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, MO
has been a great challenge for all mankind
T here
since God gave man his agency in the Garden

of Eden, so we might choose Him as our Father.
That challenge is: God’s way or our way! In John
14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
Alma, in advice to his wayward son, Corianton
in 19:71 states “Now the decrees of God are
unalterable; therefore the way is prepared, that
whosoever will, may walk therein and be saved.”
Alma, inspired by the Holy Ghost was very blunt
and direct to his son, like God often is to us when
He reminds us, as in DC 81:3, “And again, I say unto
you, I give unto you a new commandment that you
may understand my will concerning you, or in other
words, I give unto you directions how you may act
before me, that it may turn to you for your salvation.
I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say, but when
ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.”
For many years, after the ascension of Jesus Christ,
those who were His disciples were called, “followers
of the Way.” The age old question still is, “Are we
fans or followers?” A “fan” will support a team,
project, etc as long as things are going well and no
one stirs the water. But let things begin to unravel,
and the “fan” generally, is no longer around. On
the other hand, the “follower of Jesus,” will stay
in the game, plan, program, etc. for the duration,
regardless of what happens, even if it means
persecution and death. Jesus even gave us an idea
of what to expect in Matthew 5:13-14. Those who
truly choose Jesus, as the Way, are committed from
the time they make their covenant with Him, even
if it is unto death. After all, our Lord and Savior
was persecuted, suffered, bled, and died to show
that He was and is THE WAY. Followers don’t give
up or quit just because someone throws a rock,
whips them, or throws them in jail. Where would
the early Christian church be if Peter, James, and
John gave up after being put in jail? What would
have happened to the work if Paul, Barnabus,
Silas, Nephi, Alma, Moroni, Joseph Smith Jr. and

many others had turned back just because they
were persecuted? Everyone can answer that for
themselves.
Often, however, the ridicule, scorn, and persecution
comes from within the body of Christ, as evidenced
in DC 105:9-10 which describes a whirlwind that
starts in the house of the Lord among those who
profess His name, but don’t know Him and who
blaspheme against Him in the midst of His own
house. WOW! How does that happen? When we
choose our own way instead of His Way. Why were
there so many factions after Joseph Smith’s death?
They wanted to do it their way. Why have there
been so many factions since 1984? They want to do
it their way instead of His Way.
Many singers have performed a song called, “I
Did It My Way.” The song is somewhat boastful
of those who do their own thing and rather than
giving credit and glory to God as they, and we,
should, we proclaim, “I did it my way.” The last
verse of the song is shocking. It states, “For what is
man, what has he got? If not himself, then he has
naught, to say the things he truly feels and not the
words of one who kneels. The record shows, I took
the blows, and did it my way. Yes, it was my way!
We know we cannot serve God and mammon.
We know we cannot be lukewarm. We know we
cannot enter the wedding feast of the Bridegroom
(Jesus Christ) without sufficient oil, spiritual oil, as
described in DC 45:10, for that is how the wise will
know Him.
The great lack of unity in the Restoration and the
Christian world, at large, is due to our doing things
our way. This is an indication that we either do not
understand John 17 and DC 38:6a or we choose to
ignore those scriptures thinking we have a better
plan than God.
DC 38:7a, goes on to inform us, “And that ye
might escape the power of the enemy, and be
gathered unto me a righteous people without
spot and blameless:” No matter what reasons,
excuses, or “rational lies,” we use to avoid our
own sins, we will not fulfill this scripture or any of
God’s guidance to us unless we “Choose Him as
Our Father, and truly follow THE WAY, which is,
of course, God’s Way.
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ARM: Nigeria, Africa Report
by Dayo Samuel
National President of the church in Nigeria
members and friends of the Restored
D earChurch
of Jesus Christ and the Conference

of Restoration Elders. I greet you in the beloved
name of Jesus Christ our Lord and our Redeemer
and am deeply sorrowed that I was unable to
attend Conference of Restoration Elders in 2016
due to difficulties in obtaining a VISA to the
United States.
The Lord has been blessing our efforts in Nigeria
and there are many testimonies regarding these
blessings.
1. During Elder Dale Stafford and Priest Rick
		 Johanson’s trip in November 2015 we were
		 able to reach out to three new groups in
		 different areas of Nigeria. These groups are
		 interested in learning more about the
		 Restored Church of Jesus Christ and we
		 continue to communicate and reach out to
		 these groups.
2. One of my wife’s fellow workers has
		 spent large sums of money for many years
		without success to become pregnant.
		 Dale and I administered to her during the
		 last missionary trip and now she is pregnant,
		 because the Lord has blessed her and her
		 family.
3. Brother Sunday has testified that he
		 swallowed a blade and this has caused him
		 problems for a long time. But since joining
		 the church during the last missionary visit
		 and taking Sacrament several times he was
		 able to vomit up the blade. He has testified
		 that he now has a strong testimony
		 concerning the Book of Mormon and about
		 the restored gospel.
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4.
		
		
		
		
		
		

We currently have three branches and three
groups in western Nigeria, two branches
and a new group in Umuahia, and one
branch and two groups in the Northeast area
of Nigeria. A big challenge we have is
difficulties in finding places of worship for
these groups

5.
		
		
		
		

God is opening the hearts of people and
they are conveying to me that the Lord’s
Spirit is testifying to them that the Book of
Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenant are
part of God’s word.

MOST URGENT NEEDS – We discussed this
urgent need with the missionaries who came in
November. The Nigerian Government is requiring
us to be register under the CAC (Christian
Association of Churches) in Nigeria, and in order
to become registered, the church needs to have
land. The government is telling us we will no
longer be able to function if we don’t comply.
We are asking our Heavenly Father to touch the
Saints hearts in the United States to help us with
this urgent need. The Lagos government is very
serious in passing this law.
We need the ministry that is provided by the
servants of God coming from the U.S.A.
If
ministers could come three or four times a year I
believe the Lord’s work will blossom and flourish
in Nigeria. Usually we only receive one trip a
year and it would be a blessing for the church in
Nigeria if more trips could be scheduled in the
future.
We thank the Saints for their support and
providing funds, allowing us to attend the Pan
African Conference in Kenya this summer. May
God richly bless the Saints around the world. May
you and your branches, your homes, and your
families continue to embrace this great gospel
restored to us in the last days. The Saints who are
your brothers and sisters in Nigeria are looking
forward to your testimonies as to how the Lord is
working with those in the United States.

Rational Lies
by Elder David Teeple
Port Huron, Michigan
me begin with this statement: If you love it
L etand
desire it, you will find a way. If not, you
will find an excuse.

While I do believe that it applies to every aspect
of our lives, in this article, I want to apply it to
ZION. All my life I have heard many people whom
I considered very spiritual, talk about “Someday,
God will bring Zion.” People were and are good
talking about it, hoping for it, and waiting for it
to come to pass. Yet, in our scriptures it has been
pointed out, very plainly, that God is waiting for us,
the people, to move the “cause of Zion,” by setting
our lives in order in obedience as mentioned in DC
140:5.
In Luke 17:20 in the Inspired Version (IV), it says
that, “The Kingdom of God cometh not with
OBSERVATION.” Jesus was being demanded of the
Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come.
Just looking for it to happen will not make it so. In
Doctrine and Covenants 140:5c we are told that,
“The work of preparation and the perfection of my
Saints go forward slowly, and Zionic conditions are
no further away nor any closer than the spiritual
condition of my people justifies; and continuing
in 5d, but my word shall not fail, neither will my
promises, for the foundation of the Lord standeth
sure.” DC 102:2c indicates that, “Zion cannot be
built up unless it is by the principles of the law of
the celestial kingdom, otherwise I cannot receive
her unto myself;”
It seems to me that we have been given the principles,
but have continued to make excuses. Let me put it
another way. We use the word “rationalize” in our
culture quite a bit. While it is spelled differently,
the pronounciation defines it perfectly. The word
is really two words: Rational Lies! It is the way we
excuse ourselves for things we either have or have
not done. Our society has become very good at this
by always blaming someone else for our problems
and we have followed along with all the rest even
though we are called, “To be in the world, but not
of it.” DC 128:8b.

I hear people saying things like, “When God brings
the church back together,” or “When He straightens
things out, then we will be OK.”, or when God
sends the Endowment, then things will get right.”
My dear friends and Saints, while the church and
the priesthood have been waiting for God, HE has
been waiting on us!
God’s love is truly unconditional. We cannot do
anything to make Him love us more or to make
Him love us less. His blessings, however are
conditional, as stated in DC 81:3b, “I, the Lord, am
bound when ye do what I say, but when ye do not
what I say, ye have no promise.”
All the years we had all the quorums in place and
every other aspect of the church in place, we still
didn’t have Zion. While I treasure dearly those
spiritual men and women of the past who have
been an important part of my life, I know that they
did not establish the cause of Zion either. F. Henry
Edwards wrote, “Zion is a Spiritual Condition
which produces bi-products that are social and
industrial.” Saints, it all depends on our Spiritual
condition.
We have been asked, and given the ability to be an
ensign, the light of the world, the salt of the earth,
the leaven, the city on the hill, a prophetic people.
God has also promised that He would ask nothing
of us, except He first provides the way for us to
accomplish that which He has asked. I Nephi 1:65.
It is my belief that if you and I are going to be a part
of Zion, we need to change NOW! It has been said
by several people that the definition of insanity is
“To continue to do the same things and expect a different
result.” If we are going to be a part of Zion, there
must be changes made in our attitudes and thusly,
our actions.
I will ask this question concerning Zion, “Do you
love it and desire it? What is your excuse? In the
book, “The Harbinger,” by Rabbi Jonathan Cahn,
there is a profound statement, “Do you know how
much time you have before you stand before the
Lord in judgment? “One heartbeat,” or maybe as
God put it in DC 142:5b, “It is yet day when all can
work. The night will come when for many of my
people opportunity to assist will have passed.”
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Domestic Outreach Report
by Deacon Jacob Roberts
Independence, MO
Priest Paul Gage, Elder Leo Carroll, and I
H igh(Deacon
Jacob Roberts) travelled ministered

from July 14 to August 7 in Stoney Creek, Ontario,
Canada; Erie Beach, Ontario, Canada Youth Camp,
Great Lakes Regional Reunion, and the Kirtland
Area Family Reunion. We also shared in ministry
with the Otter Lake, Michigan Restoration Branch
and to the Saints in Bainbridge, Indiana.
July 16-17—Stoney Creek, Ontario: We were blessed
to witness the baptism and confirmation of Dylan
Lavigne and his uncle Robert Willoughby (from
England). It is a great joy when a person makes a
covenant with their Heavenly Father, enters into
the water of baptism and is confirmed into the
Church of Jesus Christ. We were truly graced with
the Spirit. God is truly doing a wonderful work
in this part of His vineyard and we look forward
to what He will do in England. Robert and Dylan
have a great desire to serve their Heavenly Father
and to study His Word.
July 17- 23—Erie Beach Youth Camp: The camp
theme was “Bee Obedient”. It was a blessing
spending the week with youth that truly love God
and sincerely desires to serve Him. It was a week
of good fellowship, comradery, conversations,
classes, and campfires.
July 24- 29—Great Lakes Regional Reunion: The
theme was “All Glory Be To God”. It was another
week of good fellowship, classes, and services.
God blessed us with the Spirit that made it a
beautiful, peaceful atmosphere. I was blessed with
the testimony that God still speaks today and that
He spoke to me confirming a number of things that
I need to change in my life.
July 30- August 5—Kirtland Area Family Reunion:
There were daily themes during the week (Draw
Near Unto God, Do We Need God?, Take Hold of
the Spirit, The Reality of God, God is Our Lifeline,
We Leave Washed by the Spirit of God). Again we
were blessed to share in good fellowship, classes,
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and services. It should be a blessing when Saints
come together. My testimony from this week
happened the morning I was asked, along a few
other Aaronic Priesthood members, to assist in
the Thursday morning prayer/ testimony service.
Brother Paul Gage was the presider. He asked
me to share the lead testimony and to share my
testimony about how the ministry began with the
Lavigne/ Mahoney family in Canada. Towards the
end of the service Sister Dawn Peterson shared her
testimony:
I heard a testimony from Jacob this morning and
I was surprised to hear about friends I had from
long ago. I had to share my testimony about
these friends as well. When I was a teenager I
heard of a youth retreat in Dearborn, Michigan
(now Garden City). There weren’t many youth
in Kirtland, Ohio so I was excited to go. My sister
Tricia went with me. When we were there we
met two sisters Rachel and Crystal. We instantly
became good friends. Rachel, I remembered,
had told my sister and I that she was losing her
sight and would be blind one day. After we left
the retreat, we never saw the two sisters again.
But I always remembered them. I prayed for
Rachel and her eyesight and hoped I would see
them again someday.
Flash forward to 2016 and what do you know,
they have resurfaced in my life. But I didn’t
know it until later. I received an email about
a husband and wife that were in England and
wanted church friends to talk to. I thought why
not? I started talking (emailing) Robert and
Rachel Willoughby. Not knowing it was Rachel
from my youth! I had started taking my own
children to Garden City, Michigan for retreats
with Betty Lou Newman. While we were there
I visited with Sister Newman andI asked about
the sisters Rachel and Crystal. To my surprise
she told me that Rachel had married and was
living in England and her married name was,
Rachel Willoughby! What a surprise! I was
already talking with a friend from long ago
and didn’t know it! I also found out that Rachel
was able to keep her eyesight. How wonderful
prayers are answered and friends can be united.
Make new friends, but keep the old, for one is
silver but the other is gold! God is truly blessing
His people in every part of His vineyard.

A Report from Mindanao,
the Philippines

Time Is
Running Out

by Elder Marciano Pamongcales Jr. (Jun)

by High Priest Francis Harper
Woodbine, Iowa

to the Saints of the Restoration around
G reetings
the world,

sermon [at Missionary
I n aBranch,
Independence,

The Church of Jesus Christ Restoration, Mindanao
area and Bohol, Visayas area are doing good by
God’s Grace. We have conducted priesthood
meetings and fellowship with the families, three
times this year. During our priesthood meetings and
fellowship we are strengthening our relationship
as co- ministers with the Lord. We have a time of
prayer and study the words of God, which reminds
of our priesthood duties and responsibilities.
My wife Keren, and I are visiting branches and
missions, sometimes joining them in worship,
service, and study. We also have a radio program
in Pantukan every Sunday afternoon at 2:30-4:00
pm. Elder Bernardo Camana and I are teaching
the Words of God using the three standard books
of Scripture. The name of the radio program is “
The Living Hope” (“ Ang Buhing Paglaum”) in
Cebuano dialic). We are pay about 2000 Philippine
pesos (about 45 US dollars) a month to do the radio
program and we are already five months into the
programming.
In the Tagum Branch we are going to start
our church building construction this coming
September, 2016. Since we have little church funds,
we are hoping and praying that the Lord will
provide for everything that we need. There are
times that we face problems and difficulties in our
life and our family due to some health problems
and sometimes financial problems, but we praise
God for He is the source of our Strength and the
Lord will help us overcome those trials in life.
We are still united and we work for the Gospel
of Christ for His own Glory and Honor and are
looking forward for His coming. The Saints in
Mindanao appreciate the support received from
the Conference of Restoration Elders and the South
East Asia and Australian Ministries (SEAAM).

Missouri, October 19, 2014] I was
prompted to say, “The hourglass
is almost empty. The final grains
of sand will soon be gone.” After the service, an
elder informed me that earlier that morning he had
envisioned an hourglass during a priesthood prayer
service. This double witness of truth confirms that
our days, as the particles of sand in an hourglass,
are being rapidly depleted.
We are being warned that the days of our probation
are rapidly coming to an end. Some may scoff at
this statement, as Peter prophesied: “Knowing this
first, that in the last days there shall come scoffers,
walking after their own lusts. Denying the Lord
Jesus Christ and saying, “Where is the promise of
his coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4).
The message is, “Awake Ye Saints of God, Awake!”
We are running out of time. Jesus is coming back
sooner than most people think. “Remember
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent [make the necessary changes
in our lives]. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know
what hour I will come upon thee” (Revelation 3:3).
I would rather be prepared too early than too late!
“. . . the evil servant is he who is not found
watching, he will say in his heart, My Lord delayeth
his coming” (Luke 12:54 IV; 12:45 KJV). “O son of
man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house
of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my
mouth, and warn them from me . . . then whosoever
heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not
warning, his blood shall be upon his own head . . .
But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow
not the trumpet, and the people be not warned . .
. his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand”
(Ezekiel 33:1-7). Judgment is coming.
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Jesus said, “And again, this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, for a witness
unto all nations, and then shall the end come, or
the destruction of the wicked” (Matthew 24:32 IV;
24:14 KJV). Some may say the gospel has not yet
been preached in all the world. Anne Graham Lotz
recently stated: “At this very moment the gospel of
Jesus Christ is being preached to the whole world
. . . through the internet, television, radio, printed
materials and live presentations.”
The world is being threatened with extinction as
never before. It has been said that three missiles
with nuclear warheads fired from Iran could
destroy Israel in one day. The Lord stated, “Except
those days should be shortened, there should none
of their flesh be saved. But for the elect’s sake,
according to the covenant, those days shall be
shortened (Matthew 24:19-20 IV; 24:22 KJV). Since
1948, many Jews have returned to Israel, where they
are living under the constant threat of annihilation!
Joseph Smith, Jr., was only seventeen years old
when on the evening of the 21st of September, 1823,
after he had gone to bed, he prayed to be forgiven
and also to be given a manifestation of his state and
standing before God.
He wrote, “While I was thus in the act of calling
upon God, I discovered a light appearing in the
room, which continued to increase until the room
was lighter than at noonday, when immediately
a personage appeared at my bedside . . . When I
first looked upon him I was afraid, but the fear
soon left me. He called me by name, and said that
God had a work for me to do . . . He said there
was a book deposited written upon gold plates,
giving an account of the former inhabitants of
this continent, and the source from which they
sprang. He also said that it contained the fullness
of the everlasting gospel. Also there were two
stones in silver bows and these stones, fastened to
a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim
and Thummim, [were] deposited with these plates,
and the possession and use of these stones was
what constituted seers in ancient and former times,
and that God had prepared them for the purpose of
translating the book.
“After telling me of these things he commenced
quoting the prophecies of the Old Testament. He
first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi;
and he quoted also the fourth chapter of the same
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prophecy . . . he quoted it thus: ‘For behold, the
day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall burn as
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch” (Church History, Vol. 1, pp
12-13).
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun [Son]
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the
stall [sheltered and protected]. And ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith
the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 4:2-3).
These scriptures were quoted three times during
the night and once during the following day (Joseph
Smith Tells His Own Story, p 13). This vision being
repeated three times is similar to Peter’s vision
repeated to him “thrice” (Acts 10:16). These same
scriptures from Malachi were quoted by the Savior
during his visit to the descendants of Joseph [who
was sold into Egypt] who were living in what is
now called Meso-America (2 Nephi 11:2, 22-24, 29).
The Lord sent an angel to re-emphasize scriptures
which were already available to all Christians in the
Bible (Malachi, chapters 3 and 4). Other prophecies
of a burning, cleansing fire in preparation for the
Millennial Kingdom are found in Matthew 13:44
IV; 13:40 KJV; Matthew 3:39 IV; 3:12 KJV; Isaiah
1:28; 13:9-11; 24:6; 2 Peter 3:10-12).
Those who accept the testimony of Joseph Smith
and The Book of Mormon, have been warned and
warned, and warned again! We are left without
excuse. It is written, “Behold, I sent you out to
testify and warn the people, and it becometh every
man who hath been warned to warn his neighbor
[and his own family], therefore they are left without
excuse, and their sins are upon their own heads”
(Doctrine and Covenants 85:22a). During the 4:00
a.m. hour of July 10, 2015, I was awakened with
these words being repeated to me many times: “I
send you forth to testify and warn the people.”
The Lord is calling his servants as never before, to
testify and warn all who will listen. The hour of
judgment is near.
In his later years an elderly gentleman, who lived
in our neighborhood, once said, “I guess if I have
anything I need to do, I better get started!”
We better get started!

Strait is the Gate and
Narrow is the Way:
Matt. 7:23

by Louretta Waite
Woodbine, Iowa
I was a recent convert to the Followers
I n 1994,
of Christ Church, a Restoration branch in
Woodbine, Iowa. I was baptized in 1989, at 65
years of age. I have often wondered why the Lord
waited so long to show me that I had more or less
been wandering in a spiritual wilderness.

I had never been a believer in the significance of
dreams, or felt they had a special message which
would affect my life. But a series of dreams I had
been having troubled me, and made me wonder.
In my first dream I was standing near the cross
on the hill above the reunion grounds near Little
Sioux, Iowa. It appeared to be morning, for the
shadow of the cross extended all the way across
the area below me. There was a bright glow
around me, as if from the morning sun. As I
looked down, I saw the grounds were filled with
people, looking up at me, as if waiting for me to
do or say something. I wondered what it was that
was expected of me.
I felt something in my hand, raised it, and saw
the New Testament my mother had given me on
my eighth birthday. I said to myself, “What am
I supposed to do with this?” and I stood there
pondering it. Then the command came from
somewhere, “Open the book!” As I began to do so,
the book actually fell open in my hand. “Good,” I
thought, “what I am supposed to see will probably
be on these pages.” I remember distinctly a
feeling of disgust when I found the writing was
indecipherable to me! It seemed to be written in
Arabic. I have seen that language printed, and I
was seeing the same curls, swirls and symbols of
the script.
“Big deal!” I thought. “I can’t read this,” and I was
disappointed. But then came another message,

seemingly from somewhere behind me: “Thou
knowest!” “But I don’t know,” I said. “I can’t read
this. I don’t know!” Again came the words, more
strident than before, “Thou knowest!”
I was feeling very confused and even more
frustrated. I looked down at the people below
in despair. I knew I was supposed to tell them
something, and I was concerned because I could
not. Then I noticed the big gate to the grounds
was closed, with some people on the inside, and
some on the outside, with their hands on the gate,
wanting in. I recognized faces in the crowd, and
wondered why some of them were on one side
and some on the other. “That gate should not
be closed,” I thought. I turned around to say so
to whoever had been telling me I should know
about this, but I was blinded by the glow and
could not see clearly. I remember holding the New
Testament up to shade my eyes, but there was no
one there. Then suddenly, I was awake, facing the
digital clock on my bedside table. I felt the chill
of “goose bumps” on my arms, for the time was
exactly 3:33 a.m.!
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I lay there thinking about what I had so clearly
seen, heard and felt, while the chill remained. I
told myself it was just another weird dream, as
many of my dreams seemed to be. But the dream
scenes kept playing over and over in my mind,
like a film re-run. I tried to remember the last time
I had read my New Testament, and realized it had
been long ago. I didn’t even know where to find it,
but I felt compelled to do so. It was about 4:00 a.m.
when I gave up, and roused myself to search for it.
I wasn’t certain where to look, but I found it in
the first place I looked, and when I picked it up
it fell open in my hands . . . more goose bumps!
“Wouldn’t it be weird,” I mused, “if when I look,
it is written in Arabic?” Well, it wasn’t, but the first
words that I read on the right hand page were,
“For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God. So then every one of us shall give
an account of himself to God. Let us not therefore
judge one another anymore; but judge this rather,
that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion
to fall in his brother’s way” (Romans 14:11-13
KJV).
My eyes went back to the words, “Let us therefore
not judge one another anymore.” I read the rest of
the page, then the left hand page, and finally went
back to the beginning and read the entire chapter.
I was even more puzzled, still wanting to discount
any significance of the words as applied to my
dream. But I had a feeling there was a connection
somewhere. “Let us not judge one another”
kept running through my mind, along with the
memory of the closed gate at the reunion grounds.
I had almost put the dream out of my mind when
about three weeks later, I had another dream. It
was almost as if the first dream was continuing.
I wasn’t surprised to find myself back at the
reunion grounds. But this time I was down among
the people gathered under the cross. There were
many faces I knew, and many I did not recognize,
but each face was vividly clear in every detail. As
I walked through them, it soon became apparent
that while I could see them, they could not see me.
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I kept wending my way through the crowd, until
I came to the gate, where I could go no further. It
seemed that the gate had been moved in, so that
there was a smaller area for the people to stand,
and it was still closed, with many people on the
outside. I immediately said, “This gate should
not be closed! We need to open this gate!” But
no matter how hard I pushed and shoved, I could
not get to the gate. My feet seemed weighted with
lead, and each step was an intense effort. I pleaded
with the people near me, “This gate should not be
closed! We must open this gate!” This time people
responded to me, saying, “Oh no! Keep the gate
closed. These people do not belong here!” I tried
to tell them they were wrong; that the people on
the outside were our people—our friends! But no
one listened, and they blocked my every effort to
get to the gate.
In despair, I bowed my head, as if to pray, and I
saw the shadow of the cross, once more extended
across the grounds. Those same familiar words
came from somewhere: “Thou knowest!” I
protested again and again that I didn’t know—I
didn’t know . . .” and I woke up. I was facing the
clock, and as God is my witness, the time was 3:33
a.m.
This time the significance of waking at that specific
time could not be ignored. I knew Francis had
explained all the ways 3 or 333 are represented,
and of his often waking at that specific time.
So, I told myself all that information had been
absorbed into my subconscious to the point that
it influenced my dreams, or at least my waking
from them. But that small, quiet, inner voice kept
nagging at me, saying, “Are you sure?”
It was several months later that I once more
dreamed I was at the holy place, but this time I
was alone, walking down to the spring, where a
light was shining just around the last turn in the
path. The whole scene was misty, almost like I
was in a fog. I was half awake, and willed myself
to go back to deep sleep, but when I did, I was still
trying to reach the spring, and still failing to get
there; never reaching that beckoning light.

I have had those misty, unclear dreams at intervals
throughout the years since. And I always see that
gate still closed. I have awakened at 3:33 more
times than I wish to contemplate. And many
times upon awakening, I feel within my very soul
that there was something I should remember;
something I was supposed to do; something I am
failing to carry out. Even after Francis interpreted
the dreams for me, in my mind, in my memory, in
the still silent moments of the night, that closed
gate haunts me. Why I was given the dream
haunts me. And most of all, I now feel that the
reality of the dream was far more significant than
I could ever have imagined. Even as I write these
words, I feel chilly and somehow sad. Who will
open that gate?
Francis Harper’s interpretation: “I feel the dreams
you describe are of divine origin. I say this because
they have been confirmed by multiple witnesses.
The fact that you were given the same, or similar
dreams on more than one occasion, is highly
significant, and is further evidence your dreams
were more than the result of an overworked
imagination. The Lord has on many occasions
used this principle to authenticate a prophetic
word to his people. Joseph said, “And for that the
dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because
the thing is established by God, and God will shortly
bring it to pass” (Genesis 41:32).
“It was morning in your first two dreams. You
spoke of the glow of the sun against your back,
casting a shadow from east to west. The glow
seems to indicate the nearness of the coming of
the Lord. His coming has been compared to the
sun. “For as the light of the morning cometh out of
the east, and shineth even to the west . . . so shall also
the coming of the Son of Man be.” Your dreams are
prophetic warnings of the nearness of the Lord’s
Second Coming.
“In your first two dreams, you were deeply
concerned by the closed gate at the reunion
grounds. Hopefully, the gate will always be open
to every sincere follower of Christ. I feel that the
closed gate you saw was also symbolic of the
Lord’s Millennial Kingdom. These gates will be
closed at the time of the Lord’s Second Coming!

His kingdom is near. It’s almost closing time. He
will close the gate. He will open the gate to those
prepared to enter. “The keeper of the gate is the Holy
One of Israel, and he employeth no servant there; And
there is none other way, save it be by the gate, for he
cannot be deceived; for the Lord God is his name” (2
Nephi 6:81-82).
“Your dream is a solemn warning to all who will
listen. Many who expect to be within the gate will
find themselves locked out when Jesus comes.
Our choices will determine his judgment. We
should be thankful that the Lord is warning us.
His warning is personally addressed to each of us.
The wise will respond appropriately.
“Although we may agonize over the closed gate
to the Kingdom, which will no doubt be closed
to many of us and our friends, we should take
comfort in the righteousness and justice of God’s
judgment. Those who are worthy will be allowed
to enter. He cannot be deceived.
“You have been concerned about some of those
you recognized who were outside the gate. These
people should be warned that they are in danger
of losing their birthright to the Kingdom. We still
may have time to help them. All of us need to
repent, watch and pray.
“Your final dream is another message to all. He
says to come to the spring of ‘living water,’ (John
4:12 IV; 4:10 KJV). Jesus is the source of all we
need. It must be a personal quest. He is our Savior
and Redeemer.
“You were alone in your third dream as you
sought the spring of ‘living waters.’ Each of us
must establish a personal relationship with the
Savior. He expects us to come to him, one by one.
‘Knowing’ Jesus Christ, will unlock the gate of the
Kingdom for us.
“You mentioned the mist and fog obscuring
your vision as you tried to reach the spring. Lehi
described a great mist of darkness that caused
many to become lost, and only by clinging to the
rod of iron (the Scriptures) were others able to
reach the tree of life [or the spring of living waters,
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as in your dream] (1 Nephi 2:67-69). Nephi was
given the interpretation of the mists of darkness
being “the temptations of the devil, which blindeth
the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the children
of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads,
that they may perish and are lost” (1 Nephi 3:125).
The beckoning light beyond the last turn in the
path represented Jesus, the light and life of all. “In
your first dream, the Scriptures were written in an
unknown tongue: Arabic. Many feel they cannot
read or understand the Scriptures. Satan whispers;
you can’t read it or understand it, so why bother?
Moses also felt inadequate. God will help us.
“The scripture to which you were directed in
the New Testament (Romans 14:11-13 KJV) was
‘Every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall confess to God.’ This scripture is speaking
of the Second Coming when all knees shall bow
before him and every tongue shall confess Him.
“The Lord will be our judge. We must leave the
judgment of our brothers and sisters to Him! He
will close the gate to the Millennial Kingdom.
Those whom He judges unworthy will be shut
out. He will say to those outside, ‘Ye never knew
me!’ Matthew 7:33 IV.
Testimony of Nancy Baker,
an employee at the Woodbine Farm Supply
“On June 2, 1994, Francis came to me where I was
working on the office computer and told me he
was writing a letter to a certain lady. He said she
had been troubled by a series of dreams she was
having, and had written them down and given
them to Francis. She hoped that he could help her
understand the meaning of the dreams.
“He hadn’t finished the interpretation, but when
it was done he wanted me to type it so he could
give it to her the following Sunday. He was still
working on the letter, and continued that day and
the next. During that time, I kept thinking of all
the work I had to do. We are very busy during the
spring planting season and through early summer
at the Woodbine Farm Supply. I was behind in my
work, and I was tired. About 4:30 p.m. Francis
brought the letter for me to type. I was trying to
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get my work rounded up so I could go home. I
guess I had had enough. I told Francis I would
come back Saturday morning and type it.
“When Francis left the room I thought to myself,
‘Why do I have to type this? Why doesn’t he just
go talk to the lady and get it over with? This letter
writing is childish!’ (The letter was also very
long). Several times throughout the evening I had
this same thought. I told my husband, as we made
our plans for the next day, that I had to go to work
in the morning and wasn’t sure how long it would
take. Francis has to edit and change everything
half a dozen times!
“When I went to bed that Friday night, this
thought was still bugging me, ‘Why doesn’t he
just go talk to her?” I went to bed at my usual time.
I was sleeping very soundly when all of a sudden
my eyes came completely open. I was looking
directly at the digital clock, and it was 3:33 a.m.!
The thought came immediately, ‘Type the letter!’
“This is odd for me. It is normal for me to awaken
early in the morning, but usually I am slow to
completely wake up. To look directly at my clock,
I have to be on my right side. I never sleep on my
right side! But this particular night, I was.
“The next day I went to work and willingly typed
the letter. I corrected it several times that morning.
I even went back Sunday morning and did more
correcting.
“I know the lady was puzzled by being awakened
several times at 3:33 a.m., at the end of each of
her dreams. I have never awakened at 3:33 a.m.,
before or since. I had a rebellious spirit, and I
believe the Lord was trying to correct that and
was confirming the truth of the lady’s dreams and
Francis’ interpretation. Now I know who controls
the gate, and can open or close it.
My prayer is that once it is closed, I will be on the
inside, along with my family, the family of my
heart, and my friends. I was reluctant to share
this experience, but if it touches even one reader’s
heart, then I will feel it was right to do so.

Being Called To Go Home
by Kathleen Hayley
Garden City, Michigan
by Betty Lou Newman
Amherstburg, ONT Canada
Robert James Young, came
M ytofather,
Windsor, Ontario, from Glasgow,

Scotland when he was nineteen years old. He
got a job at “Walkerville Lumber Co.” where
he met another young man named Robert
Newman. (To avoid confusion, my dad was
Robert and the other man became Bob.) They
became “fast friends” that lasted a lifetime.
Bob introduced Robert to The Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
which Robert whole heartedly believed in and
was baptized. Eventually he was ordained a
Deacon. Bob was later ordained an Elder. They
both served faithfully in their respective offices
for the rest of their lives.
Robert met a young lady, Hazel Chittim, who
became his wife. (She also happened to be
a member of the church.) Robert and Hazel
became my parents in 1936. We were a very
close family. As an only child, my father always
said that he had to be the brother that I never
had, and he filled that role very well. In 1954,
when the Lord called him home at 47 years old,
I was devastated. I prayed and asked the Lord
“why?”. I was 17 years old and in my final year in
high school. One of the prayers that my parents
had was that if either one of them were to be
called home early that I would be old enough
to take care of myself. The Lord answered that
prayer. Thank you Lord.
My Dad died in March, I turned 18 years old
in May, graduated in June and received my
Patriarchal Blessing in September at a youth
retreat. In my blessing the Lord answered my

question. I was told that my father was resting
for a time before his heavenly duties would
begin. It was impressed upon me at that time
that he would be accepting the souls into heaven.
This let me know that his Deacon duties would
continue.
Years later, “the rest of the story” takes place,
and Betty Lou now tells her experience.
It was a usual day in 1986; I arrived at Grace
Hospital in Windsor, Ontario, Canada to visit
my husband’s father, Robert (Bob) Newman
and to help him with lunch. He was already
propped up with the lunch table across the bed.
I’ll always remember the menu for that day –
tuna fish sandwich. We chatted a few minutes
and then he put down the sandwich and started
choking. The nurses came and then brought in
the suctioning equipment and sent me to the hall
saying, “We’ll have him fine in a few minutes”.
In a few minutes they were back, telling me
there was nothing they could do.
As I stood by his bed, he was quiet and peaceful
but was looking up across the room as though
watching something. Then he smiled and
reached out both hands as though meeting
someone. Then he joyfully exclaimed “Robert!”
and departed from this earthly life.
Betty Lou and I have rejoiced over this experience
because it lets us know that life goes on, and
long lost friends remember each other. It’s also
an added blessing to know that my Patriarchal
Blessing was correct, and my father, Robert,
came to welcome his lifelong friend, Bob, home.
Alma 16:82 “And now, as the preaching of the
word had greater tendency to lead the people
to do that which was just; yea, it had had more
powerful effect upon the minds of the people
than the sword, or anything else, which had
happened unto them; therefore, Alma thought
it was expedient that they should try the virtue
of the word of God.”
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Testimonies from Luzon the Philippines
baptized on May 9, 2012, but before this
I washappened,
I had to make a big decision in

my life. I was not a religious person but I believe
that this is the path that I must walk in. Before I
was baptized, I used to attend the Independent
Church and took communion there. One
day, in the year 2007, Murray and Delma
Broughton visited the Philippines to share the
word of God. I used to join their Bible study. I
attended, listened, participated, and read the
Holy Scriptures. Because of this, I gained more
knowledge about God. It seemed that God’s
plans for me were getting clearer. We had Bible
Study every night. A few years later, I was able
to witness the first baptisms in the Luzon area,
and because of that, I gained more interest in
attending the services. I also made the biggest
decision in my life..to be baptized. Before I was
baptized, I had many questions that I wanted
answered, but all of these became clear to me
in time. I am very thankful to the Lord because
he showed me the right path to follow.I became
stronger and able to face the everyday challenges
in my life. I know that He always looks after me.
Now, I am a member of Church Of Jesus Christ
[ COJC]. and I am very happy and very blessed,
because God showed me the right way.
Sister Ericka N. Coladilla
COJC-Agno Pangasinan Branch
2010, I was able to go for a holiday
I ntoOctober,
Australia and to attend the wedding of

my cousin. I thanked my uncles and aunties
who sponsored my visits to Australia. This
was my first time to be away from my family
for three months. I felt happy during my stay,
but I felt loneliness also, because I missed my
own family. Although my uncle and auntie took
me to see the beauty of Australia, I missed my
husband, son and daughter.
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During my stay in Australia, I felt the love, care
and hospitality of my auntie and uncle and felt
God was with us as we studied the word of God.
We studied and shared the word of God every
afternoon during my stay with Murray and
Delma Broughton, especially when they invited
me to go to their church. I feel the kindness and
love of the members. Truly God was and is with
them. Deep inside I felt that when I went back
home I wanted to be baptized. I wanted to be
one of them.
On December 26,2011 I was baptized, Since
then, I tried my best to study and read the Bible
and follow the teaching of the Holy Scriptures.
I keep on praying that someday my family will
join me in the COJ. I know, GOD IS SO GOOD
and He will hear my prayers. Thank you Lord..
Sister Victoria de Guzman
COJC Trece Martirez Mission

Testimonies from Stoney
Creek, Ontario, Canada
2016 , Paul Gage, Leo Carroll
O nandJulyJacob15, Roberts
arrived at our home in

Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada. As always we
were looking forward to and anticipating their
arrival. This time was different, however. They
were here for the baptism and confirmation
of my son, Dylan Lavigne and brother-in-law
Robert Willoughby from England. We also
had a little surprise in store for them this time.
Together, Dylan and I had been going through
the pre-baptismal book that was given to us by
Judy Monarch from Michigan. We’ve also done
a lot of studying together, as a family as there is
always something for each of us to learn, brush
up on, or enforce in our own lives.
We decided to finish off the pre-baptismal
classes by having a family “Jeopardy”. It turned

out to be so much fun, that we thought we’d
have each of the members of the priesthood
play “Jeopardy” the evening of the priesthood
arrived from Independence, Missouri. It turned
out much better than expected and we were
happy that they were all willing to play. We
were so blessed the entire weekend.
The next day, Rex and Judy Monarch from
Michigan arrived for the services. Excitement
was in the air! Leading up to this day, Dylan
had been looking forward to this for a whole
year since he had seen his older two siblings
and Dad get baptized in July 2015. Dylan, had
been studying hard, reading, learning, praying
and even fasting! He had been so excited for this
moment to come! What better way to describe it
than through his own words which are written
below. We are so thankful and blessed for the
people that God has put into our lives. The Spirit
of the Lord was so abundant in our home over
the weekend, it would be difficult to describe.
by Crystal Lavigne
Stoney Creek, ONT.
my baptism everything I talked about
B efore
was baptism. I was also scared of drowning.

When I got in the font, it was cold to be exact!
But at that moment I felt the Spirit surrounding
me. It was quite the experience. Now it’s time
for the best part…. the confirmation!!! I was
waiting and waiting, and then finally I was being
confirmed. It’s very exciting being a complete
member of the Church Jesus Christ. But that’s
not all, now I hear His voice helping me choose.
Dylan Lavigne, Age 8
Stoney Creek, Ontario

I John 3:18 “My little children, let us not
love in word, neither in tongue only; but
in deed and in truth.”

God’s Advice to Young
People
by Arthur A. Oakman, (Apostle 1938-1964)
is a commendable faculty in young people
I t that
they thirst for knowledge. “Knowledge

is power,” one man has said. Yet sometimes I
fear that those who go to college sometimes
neglect the brightest avenues through which
truth can come to them. Modern insistence
upon the scientific method has served to throw
a disproportionate emphasis upon the process
of the intellect in the search for truth. Because,
over a long period of time, science has appeared
to obscure God behind a universe that has
developed in accordance with law, many of
the treasured and comforting anchors of life,
engendered by loving parents of more than
simple faith, and sustained by the Christian
techniques of faith and prayer, many young
people experience heartaches about the treasures
of their earlier life, and in extreme cases openly
rebel against those “simpler” beliefs.
Whatever we are, it is certain that the universe
has produced us, and moreover from it we draw
our sustenance. It has given us all our faculties,
our feelings, our wills, our intelligence. If
therefore we seek truth about that which has
produced us, surely we must trust all these as
valid instruments upon which to rely during
the process. the scientific method is not the
only process valid in the approach to truth, nor
have its conclusions always been consistent.
Many scientific postulates have had to be
reconstructed in the light of fuller investigation.
Other men besides scientists have perceived
truth about the universe, which has the power
to commend itself to us with no degree of
uncertainty. Consider the great artists. They
experienced reality and have endeavored to
convey their findings to us in various definite
ways. I have repeatedly perceived mental states
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conveyed by the power of music; for instance,
poets, philosophers, and prophets have testified
to their deep spiritual convictions, desiring that
we shall share with them the profounder things
of life. After all, the test of truth is its power.
If over a long period of time anything has the
power to continually commend itself to men,
and so work upon them that they are moved
to bigger and better things, we should, by all
means, seek its possession.
The greatest influence through the ages
is Jesus Christ. He still has the power to
commend Himself to the enlightened spiritual
and scientific understanding of the age. He
did so rather concretely to Joseph Smith Jr. and
through him to us has come the advice to seek
learning by study, and also by faith. Now it may
be that we cannot, at one time, find agreement
between two seemingly conflicting ideas,
and this may be due to our limited powers of
perception, and the deficiency in the finer traits
of character. Yet we must live. Let us not forget
the simple techniques taught at the knees of our
parents. Prayer is just as valid an instrument
in the attainment of truth as the scientific
method of experimentation, classification, and
generalization. Jesus prayed and turned the
world upside down, not simply because He got
down on His knees and said things, but through
His prayer and faith was generated a deep
spiritual conviction about God and the universe
which has served and still does serve to order
the lives of billions.
“Hearken ye to these words, behold, I am Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the world. Treasure these
things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities
of Eternity rest upon your minds. Be sober, keep
all my commandments. Even so. Amen. DC
43:8. We should take our problems to the God who
inspired this utterance, not merely in an effort to get
beyond thought, but in an honest endeavor to think
through our problems in light of the consciousness
that there is a personal Being who cares and who is
striving to make Himself known to us through all the
avenues possible. You are never alone.
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At Sundown
A reprint from Zion’s Hope, March 29, 1970
story in the life of Joseph Smith
T hisIII,isasa true
told by Daniel Lambert, the other
character in the story. Daniel Lambert and
Brother Joseph Smith III lived in Lamoni, Iowa,
at the time. Brother Joseph lived on a hill west of
town and Brother Lambert lived near the center
of town.
Both men loved the church and worked very
hard for Jesus. They worked in the printing shop
helping to publish papers for the church people
to read. With all the other work he had to do,
Brother Joseph even took time to edit the Zion’s
Hope, a children’s paper used in Sunday School.
He was anxious that children have good stories
to help them be good members of Jesus’ Church.
These two men often got together and talked
about what they thought was best for the church,
and many times problems came up that had to be
solved. Usually they agreed about what should
be done, but one day as they discussed a problem,
they disagreed. Brought Joseph thought it should
be done one way and Brother Lambert thought
it should be done another way. They talked and
talked, but neither could get the other one to see
it his way. Brother Lambert became angry and
some cross words were spoken as they parted to
go home.
“I thought Brother Joseph would be more
considerate of what I had to say,” said Daniel to
himself. “I guess Dan Lambert is not the man I
thought he was,” Brother Joseph said sorrowfully.
Home did not seem quite as nice a place as usual
when Daniel Lambert reached it that evening.
His wife was just as sweet and his two daughters
just as thoughtful and kind, but he was not a
happy man. He was still angry and resentful.
It was suppertime and a good meal was on the
table, but Daniel was not very hungry. The sun
was just about to set and it made a glorious blaze

of splendor behind the western hill, but Daniel
did not notice its beauty.
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The was a knock at the door and Daniel went
to see who was knocking. When he opened the
door, there stood Brother Joseph. “ Daniel,” he
said, the Bible says not to let the sun go down on
your wrath. I came to say I’m sorry we disagreed.
We should be able to talk about our differences
without being vexed at each other. Will you be
my friend again? The two men shook hands and
were friends again. Daniel was hungry enough to
eat a good supper and even noticed the beautiful
sunset.

June 21, 2016, Fran Webster,
O nfromTuesday,
Painesville, Ohio and I went to Olive

Brother Lambert often told this story and he
would say, “Brother Joseph is the best and
kindest man I ever knew. He is the prophet, and
yet he walked all that distance just to right a little
thing like an angry word with a plain man like
me. I should have been the one to go to him. I
have always tried to follow his example. I never
want to go to bed feeling angry at anyone.

After a short while, a man seated about two
tables away from us came over and thanked us
for having a prayer over our meal. He said he
also was a Christian. We were very blessed by
this happening. God is so good!

Supportive scriptures include: Ephesians 4:24-32;
Matthew 6:10-16; Alma 16:228-236; and Doctrine
and Covenants 42:23 as well as many others.

look forward with anticipation to
I always
events of our’ in-town reunion. I had been

Joseph Smith Jr. Receives the Plates
“At length the time arrived for obtaining
the plates, the Urim and Thummim and the
Breastplate. On the twenty-second day of
September, one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-seven, having went as usual at the end
of another year to the pace where they were
deposited, the same heavenly messenger
delivered them up to me, with this charge
that I should be responsible for them; that if I
should let them go carelessly or through any
neglect of mine, I should be cut off; but that
if I would use all my endeavors to preserve
them, until he, the messenger should call
for them, they should be protected.” Church
History, Volume 1. pp. 17-18

Garden for lunch during the Restoration Branch
Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration
Elders/Pastors of Zion in Independence, MO. I
asked Fran if she would say the blessing on the
food, to which she agreed. Our server asked if
he could join us and we all three held hands for
the prayer. After the prayer, our server told us he
was a Christian and we shared with him about
the conference that was in progress.

Glenda Spencer
Independence, Missouri

asked to play for the 10:30 am Sunday June 19,
2016, worship service. Since we would be having
a lot of people attending, I asked David Guthrie
to play the organ along with the piano. The
worship was great but it was about to get greater.
On the next to last hymn, I soon came to realize
that there were more voices singing with the
congregation than what was in attendance.
I wanted to turn to look to see what was
happening, but since I was playing a hymn that
I was not too familiar with, I dared not look for
fear of losing my place. After the hymn I looked
towards the balcony and saw only a few people.
I knew that there had been angelic voices coming
from that area and even though I could not see
them I knew they were there.
On the last hymn the same thing happened. As
the congregation sang the hymn, again the voices
could be heard. I was filled with the Spirit and
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knew that this reunion week would be filled with
wonderful events. After the service was over, I
hadn’t even left the piano yet when David came
towards me. “Did you hear them?” he asked. I
was thrilled knowing that someone else had
heard those wonderful voices singing with the
congregation. As I made my way to the foyer, my
friends stopped me along the way and asked me
the same question ... “Did you hear the angels
singing with us?” I heard others asking the same
thing and I was thrilled. I knew that the Lord
would be with us throughout the week and I
know that He was.
Rebecca Griffin
Independence, Missouri
families from other branches and
S everal
a number from the Buckner Restoration

Branch attended our Reunion in July at the Odessa
Hills Campground. We were blessed with the
good Spirit in our meetings and fellowship. We
sat under the spoken ministry from brothers Ed
Turner, Joe Williams, Tony Brown, Steve Bishop,
Mike Estle and Stuart Gage. We also heard many
testimonies from Brother Jack Hagensen who
taught the adult class. The children, in particular,
seemed to enjoy one another’s presence and
played graciously together during the week. Our
weather was truly wonderful. Despite being
the middle of the summer, there were very few
hot days and we were extremely blessed with
gentle breezes and sunny skies. There were two
rainstorms that caused the lake to overflow but
no property was damaged by the deluge. My
wife and I always anticipate at least one mishap
or injury but this week we had only minor cuts
and bruises.
We look forward to the day when reunion does
not end but that we may fellowship indefinitely
with one another and raises our voices in praise
to our Heavenly Father for His great mercy and
His love!
Eric Baker, Pastor
Lee’s Summit, Missouri
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Revelation Given at Blue
Valley Stake Reunion
August, 1970

through Patriarch Henry Schaefer

H

oly, Holy, Holy is the Lord. Let all men be silent
before Him. I, the Lord your God, look with
deep compassion upon each and every one of you
that is present in this my house. I look with patience
upon you because I love you dearly more than any
human soul can love anyone of you, and it is my
deep desire that I might share with you that love in
a way and manner so that out of this sharing you
might comprehend the love that was in the heart of
me when I gave my Only Begotten Son.
This, my Son was saturated by that love and was
willing to give His very life in order that the way
might be opened for all of my children to come unto
me and feel at home in my bosom. All of you are
deeply aware that you have been projected into
a most tremendous, awesome age and yet be also
aware that this is one of the most glorious age of all
ages, because you my people are on the threshold
of great things, where my mighty arm will be
revealed in behalf of those that dearly love me, of
those that keep very close to me, of those that I am
able to endow with that greater endowment that I
have promised so many years ago. Because I am
willing to supply your needs so that, therefore, you
might be equipped to go forward and reveal that
which is in my heart for all mankind. This through
the implementation of the building of my beautiful
Zion, the kingdom that was conceived in my heart
so many years ago.
So out of this revealment my people in the whole
wide world shall realize that I am still in charge,
that I am still anxious and willing to consummate
that which I have begun when I created my people.
Be aware that through the visitation of this greater
power that I am willing to share with you so that all
of you can become like a thousand before me. So
fear not little flock when you think of the smallness
of your numbers for it does not matter how many
you are but what really matters is to what extent I
can reveal my power through one of you.

Remember also that with me there is no generation
gap because the invitation to come walk together
with me is extended to all people from the youngest
to the oldest. There is a job to do for each of you
my people because I have seen the times that I have
invited each one of you to walk together with me,
that, therefore, you may make a contribution in
the realization of my purpose for the benefit and
blessing of all mankind.
So I bid you to go forward with renewed courage.
Be united as never before. Be cemented with that
love that leaks out of my heart into the hearts of all
those with whom I can communicate through my
bountiful Spirit that I have prepared.
Listen to the counsel that I have given down
through the ages in keeping my commandments.
Remember the counsel I have given so many years
ago concerning the conduct of my people in the
Word of Wisdom. Study it. Apply it into your lives
so that therefore, you might be able to be prepared
for that endowment from on high to which you
can go forward in my strength and reveal into man
everywhere that I have residence below, because I
have residence with you through the power of my
Spirit.
So go forward with faith and with complete trust
in me, that I am still capable of doing my work in
my own way, and that nothing will hinder me from
bringing my work to a triumphant climax.
Have love one for another. Express your gratitude
and your thanks that is within your heart in a more
consecrated service to me by serving my people
where ever you find them, that, therefore,
you might reflect my glory for the benefit and
blessing of this true, dying love and yet in glorious
days when I am ready to move among my people to
reveal that I am the one that started this work and
I am capable of bringing it to a triumphant climax.

These are my desires. These are my promises. So
be faithful, endure to the end, reflect my glory in a
display of genuine love in genuine humility. So that
thereby mankind everywhere might know that you
are in touch with me. These are my desires, even
an expression of love to you my people. Even so,
Amen.

Luzon, The Philippines
by Mitch Arndt
Auburn, Washington

T

he trip to visit the Saints in Agno, Pangasinan,
in Luzon the Philippines was a blessing and
memorable experience. My wife, Cristina and I were
both humbled and overwhelmed by the enthusiasm
of the Saints for the Word of God.
In December, 2015 we traveled to Cristina’s home
in Manila, Philippines. This was a pleasure trip to
spend Christmas with her family and meet up with
friends. Elder Murray Broughton, from Australia put
us in touch with some of the local elders covering
the northern Luzon region and I was privileged to
offer ministry on one Sunday.
Cristina and I were warmly welcomed and blessed
as we worshiped, sang, and shared testimonies
together. It was a pleasure to share the gospel with
this kind and enthusiastic group of Saints. A special
thanks to my wife, Cristina for her support; Elder
Ace de Vera, and Murray and Delma Broughton and
Delma’s family for their guidance and generosity.
Also, thanks to the South East Asia and Australian
Ministries (SEAAM) Board of the Conference of
Restoration Elders (CRE) for their support.

So go hand in hand with me and each other so
that thereby men might indeed see in you that you
have love one for another and by His love all men
everywhere that are of sincere heart will begin
to respond and that through their contribution
that my work might prosper and indeed might be
consummated not for blessing of my own people
who have committed themselves up to these days,
but for the benefit and blessing of all mankind
throughout the whole wide world.
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A Memo from the
Conference of
Restoration Elders
Elder’s Quorum session
I nonan Thursday,
June 23, 2016

during the Restoration Branch
Family Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders, a message was
presented to the Elders in session.
“Thus saith the Spirit unto this Body,
I have not changed regarding my
word. The pattern is before you.
Set aside these three to petition me
on behalf of my people and I will
reveal Myself, My will regarding
the direction this body should go.
It is My will that my servants Paul
Gage, Joe Burkart, and Richard
Neill should separate themselves to
receive My instructions. If My people
will uphold them in prayer and
fasting, I will forgive My people and
they will hear My voice. In the name
of My Son. Amen.
The message was approved by a
large majority of those present.
The three men have met, thus far,
seven times for two-four hours per
session. The men have met in prayer
with discussion of the message. As
the Lord has, so many times, there
are conditions to be met for the
message to be fulfilled. The Saints
are encouraged to set aside times for
personal, as well as Branch fasting
and prayer. A study may be done of
many scriptures where we hear the
Lord say, “If you will, then I will.”
A few scriptures for each person to
ponder over are II Chronicles 7:14;
DC 85:16-25; DC 90:1; DC 105:9,10;
and Alma3:85-91.
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Heaven’s Gate
One night I had a dream, I stood at Heaven’s gate.
I started to go in, but someone said, “Hey, wait.”
Have you lived a worthy life, to walk the streets of gold?
I stood with eyes full of tears, as my life story was told.
Jesus said, “Come unto me and I will make you whole.
If you give your life to me, then I will save your soul
Walk the straight and narrow path, and when your work is done.
I’ll say, “Come share eternal life, my good and faithful son.”
I woke up the next morning, my pillow soaked with tears.
The dream I had the night before, confirmed my darkest fears.
I quickly got down on my knees and gave my life to Him,
I said, “Jesus, I will walk with you from now until the end.”
He showed the nail prints in his hands and scars upon his head,
I said, “Lord, just tell me what to do” and this is what He said
“Just come ye unto me, and I will make you whole,
If you live your life for me, then I will save your soul.
Walk the straight and narrow path and when your work is done,
I’ll say , “Come, share eternal life, my good and faithful son.”
One night I stood at heaven’s gate, before the father’s throne,
The gate swung open, He took my hand and said,
“Son, welcome home!”.

by Stuart J. Gage, Independence, MO

Jesus, the Great Physician
Have you a sorrow, like a canker gnawing at your troubled heart?
Jesus is the Great Physician, skilled beyond all human art.
Are you very sorely tempted, far beyond your strength to stand?
Jesus know your every weakness, let Him take you by the hand.
Is your life confused and troubled, like the stormy sea at night?
Jesus is the Great Commander, let Him guide your craft aright.
Are you sick and bruised and beaten, hope departed from your soul?
Jesus, still the Great Physician, may He cleanse and make you
whole.
We have an anchor that keeps the soul,
steadfast and sure, while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the
SAVIOR’S LOVE!

by Elbert A. Smith

Calendar of Events
Central Missouri Retreat, Camp, and Reunion Schedule
Fall Retreat Dates 2016 Matthew 13:3-7 “Prepare Your Heart”
JR. 		
Jr. High
Sr. High
Older Youth
Young Marrieds

10/8-10/9			
10/21-10/23			
10/28-10/30			
11/11-11/13			
11/18-11/20			

Josh and Elyse McCleod
Justin and Tiffany Jones
Stu and Milee Gage
Steve and Rochelle Kropp
Amy and Erik Simmons

Winter Series 2016 12/28-12/30		 “Renewing in Jesus”
Director: Jared Mulheron

Spring Retreat Dates 2017 Phillipians 3:14 “Pressing towards the mark”
JR.
Jr. High
Sr. High
Older Youth

03/18-03/19
03/03-03/05			
03/10-03/12			
03/24-03/26

Justin and Tiffany Jones
Stu and Milee Gage

Summer Camp Dates 2017 Genesis 9:22 “Embrace the Truth”
JR.
Jr. High
Sr. High
Older Youth

06/04-06/08
06/25-07/01 			
06/18-06/24 			
05/21-05/27

Justin and Tiffany Jones
Stu and Milee Gage

Reunion

06/10-06/17, 2-17

Odessa Hills

Pacific Northwest Regional Fall Conference
Oct. 7-9, 2016
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484

Genesis 9:17-23 Inspired Version of the Bible
17 And I will establish my covenant with you, which I made unto Enoch, concerning the remnants of
your posterity. 18 And God made a covenant with Noah, and said, This shall be the token of the covenant
I make between me and you, and for every living creature with you, for perpetual generations; 19 I will
set my bow in the cloud; and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 20 And it
shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud; and I will
remember my covenant, which I have made between me and you, for every living creature of all flesh.
And the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 21 And the bow shall be in the cloud;
and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father
Enoch; that, when men should keep all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the
city of Enoch which I have caught up unto myself. 22 And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when
thy posterity shall embrace the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward, and all the
heavens shall shake with gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy; 23 And the general assembly of
the church of the firstborn shall come down out of heaven, and possess the earth, and shall have place
until the end come. And this is mine everlasting covenant, which I made with thy father Enoch.
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Lyle Smith, Aaron Pressler, and Tom Mitchell were on a mission to Kenya in East Africa in August of 2016.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elder Brian Mundy, Elder Joe Hale, Connie Hale, and Kathleen Rindels visited the Saints in Germany in
September of 2016.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina,
provide ministry in Mexico. David and Sara Schoff were in Honduras in January, 2016.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.
Australia:
		
		
		
		
		

The Saints in Australia continue to hold fast to the Rod of
Iron and serve the Lord wherever they are able. The three
branches, Brisbane, Euroa, and Tamworth keep the work going
in their areas. Elders Leo Carroll, Paul Gage, Jack Hagensen,
Tom Rindels, and Deacon Jacob Roberts were in Australia from
September 23-October 19, 2016 for a reunion and visiting Saints.

India/Nepal:
		
		
		

Elder Ram Baral traveled to Nepal in May of 2016 and will be
involved in missionary work in China, Nepal, and Tibet for six
months. Elders Bob Schrunk and Rob Bird shared their ministry
in Nepal in September, 2016.

The Philippines:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The work in the Philippines continues to function in the
Mindanao area in the south and Luzon in the northern region,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair, Seventy
Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom completed a trip
there in the fall of 2015. In the Manila area, Elder Murray
Broughton and wife Delma, from Australia visit at least twice
a year. Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons
were in Luzon in May and July 2015, January 2016, and May,
2016.. The work has now expanded into the middle island, the
Visayans with several baptisms.

All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue
depending on how many copies are printed, sent,
and the postal rates. The Tidings of Zion currently
goes into 4400 homes around the world, including
48 states of the USA as well as Australia, Canada,
England, Germany, Honduras, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and the United
Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”
As treasurer of the CRE I would like to thank you for
your response to the financial needs that were mentioned
in the last Tidings. Remember just as you have monthly
obligations to meet for your home the CRE also has
monthly obligations to meet.
Ray Lane, Treasurer, CRE

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES
Oak Grove RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html

Waldo Avenue RB
https://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

CD’S, DVD’S

Many branches record services and will send copies
to those who so desire. One is Oakwood RB in
Michigan. Contact Dennis Smith at 248-961-6487.
Let us know if your branch also livestreams and/or
sends out CD/DVD’s

READER’S COMMENTS
Thank you for the Tidings of Zion. Please
continue to send the magazine.
Marilyn Spowart, Lara, Victoria, Australia
We very much appreciate receiving the Tidings
of Zion.
The Saints of the Philippines in
Luzon and Mindanao.

Doctrine and Covenants
[Sec 85:20a] Behold, I will hasten my work
in its time; and I give unto you who are
the first laborers in this last kingdom, a
commandment, that you assemble yourselves
together, and organize yourselves, and
prepare yourselves; and sanctify yourselves;
[Sec 85:20b] yea, purify your hearts, and
cleanse your hands and your feet before me,
that I may make you clean; [Sec 85:20c] that
I may testify unto your Father, and your
God, and my God, that you are clean from
the blood of this wicked generation, that I
may fulfill this promise, this great and last
promise which I have made unto you, when
I will. [Sec 85:21a] Also, I give unto you a
commandment, that ye shall continue in
prayer and fasting from this time forth.

Tidings of Zion 27

Tidings of Zion
Conference of Restoration Elders
PO Box 4085
Independence, MO 64051

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Independence, MO
Permit No. 191

Change Service Requested

Patriarchs Vernon Darling (left) and Mike Ballantyne (right)
share with students at Center Place Restoration School several times each year in chapel services.

