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CRE Council And
Missionary Board
Reports
Coordinating Council
by Joe Burkart, Chair, Lee’s Summit, MO
The council has experienced a very busy year with
regular monthly meeting as well as several special
gathering. As is the practice, we have attempted to
carry out the decisions of the June 2015 conference.
After conference, steps were taken to secure the
Joseph Smith/Israel A Smith home on Short Street
in Independence, MO. The CRE provided support
with the process in conjunction with several of the
brethren in securing the property and establishing
tax favored status for owning the home. We
regularly coordinate with Publication Council
with the preparing of the Tidings of Zion magazine.
The annual gathering in September at the Kirtland
Temple continued to see growth in attendance
with 80+ priesthood sharing in prayer meeting,
four hours of class instruction and two sessions in
the temple. The afternoon on Saturday was open
for tours of the temple and other historical sites of
interest. In January of 2016 an all day gathering of
the priesthood was held at Oak Grove Restoration
Branch with a prayer service and several hours of
class instruction. The morning class was presented
by Elder Steve Kropp emphasizing priesthood
personal behavior, witness and ministry. One of
the enjoyable parts of our gathering is the special
lunch which is planned and prepared by Elder Vim
Horn. The afternoon session was brought by Elder
Howard Parker outlining spiritual disciplines and
dedication to developing the righteous condition
the Lord requires.
The CRE has continued to share in joint activities
with the Pastors of Zion in the combined sacrament
service held in April each year. A majority of the
branches suspend their services and join together
at the Waldo Restoration Branch. This is the
beginning of the church heritage week and is then
followed by special services usually on Tuesday
and Thursday. This year on Tuesday we shared

in a historical presentation by Elder Danny Hight
about the Smith home on Short Street and then
on Thursday the home was open for visitors.
Several hundred toured the home and listened
to Brian Mundy and Richard Neill shared their
testimonies about the home and the events which
brought the home into our possession. The
purchase of this property was one of the items
last year that the elders in the conference desired
to achieve for developing a base of witnessing of
the early restoration movement. Another area
of joint participation with the POZ is ministry to
branches outside of the Center Place. We have
however, through Oak Grove Restoration Branch
and the POZ the ability to live stream services all
over the world. The Council has been very active
in assisting with the planning of the June Family
Reunion and the Conference of Restoration Elders.
The 2016 gathering to Kirtland has been booked
for September 17-18.
The Domestic Outreach Program is continuing
and CRE is coordinating with the POZ and
individual branch programs to bring ministry to
the areas outside of the Independence area. High
Priest Paul Gage is coordinating this effort. His
report follows.
Domestic Outreach Report
by Paul J. Gage, Chair, Independence, MO
The Domestic Outreach Program is designed to
provide ministry to any and all branches, groups,
families and/or individual Saints in Canada and
the United States. Ministry can include preaching,
teaching, witnessing weekends, Aaronic ministry,
evangelistic ministry, stewardship ministry,
women’s ministry, and youth ministry.
Anyone desiring assistance from the Domestic
Outreach Program is encouraged to contact the
Conference of Restoration Elders office at 816836-3421. All other contact information is always
included on the inside front cover of each Tidings
of Zion magazine.
Our motto is “Have ministry, will travel! We are
just waiting on your call.”
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Evangelism Council
by Russell Reid, Chair, Sibley, MO

Greater European Ministries (GEM)
by John L. Mundy, Independence, MO

What an exciting dispensation to be in as we
realize our Loving Heavenly Father is using us
to rescue as many souls as possible in this chaotic
world. We on the Evangelism Council are amazed
as we listen to the many areas, far and wide, God
is calling men, women, and youth to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

This past year was a very productive year for
sustaining ministry in Germany. We are very
happy to report that for the first time in many
years we were able to have a Seventy make the
trip to Germany. Seventy Richard Neil and Elder
Brian Mundy spent most of two weeks visiting
the church members and friends & families that
GEM has been involved with for the past 25 years.
Because of the lack of Priesthood, it is a wonderful
event when the Saints can come together and
partake of the Sacrament and participate in some
of the other ordinances.

Our Council this year has consisted of elected
members, Lyle Smith, Dale Bainter, Mark Clemens
and Russ Reid, and those representing missionary
boards, Joe Hale, LAMB, John Mundy, ARM and
Richard Neill, SEAAM. We have had the honor of
supporting missions and youth Camps, reunions,
priesthood and women’s retreats in Africa, Nepal,
Philippines, and Australia.
Please keep your tithes and offerings coming so
God’s work can continue to go forth under His
leadership. Finally, and most important, we ask
that you keep praying for the work.
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
by Elder Dale Stafford, Pleasant Hill, MO
Dale Stafford (elder) and Rick Johansen (priest)
traveled to Nigeria in November, 2015 to provide
ministry. Three Baptismal Services were conducted
with a total of 17 baptized. We introduced the
gospel to four different non-member church
groups, met with two pastors in Kogi, who
are interested in the church. We met in several
Muslim homes and talked to them about Jesus
Christ. Five areas of Nigeria were visited, and
priesthood training was offered in three different
areas in Nigeria. We met with about ten pastors
from various denominations in the Geri area and
ntroduced the Book of Mormon to several nonmember groups. Doug Smith traveled to Nigeria
last summer and provided ministry for a women’s
retreat in Lagos and also provided ministry in
Umuahia.
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They visited and ministered to the members in and
around Neuruppin, Germany and then traveled
to a village in Northern Germany to visit Sister
Doris who recently moved there to be closer to
her daughter and granddaughter. GEM received
a letter from Sister Doris even before Richard and
Brian got home, thanking and praising God for
the ministry given.
In July this past year, two families came to
America and stayed in the home of John & Polly
Mundy. Those were good opportunities to teach
the Gospel.
The GEM board has prepared goals and a budget
for 2016-2017. Our goal is to have a fall retreat in
Germany. We want to send three couples to provide
teaching and other ministry. The men would all be
priesthood with their wives accompanying them.
This is what the German Saints requested. They
also requested some younger people to come over.
There may be additional trips to Germany in late
fall or winter. GEM has been asked about ministry
in England. There may be some new contacts
there. GEM has sent missionaries to England
several times before. There is also a possible trip
planned to return to Russia. We do not know as
yet when or how that will come about.
We have a general budget for Greater European
Ministries:
Germany
$13,500.00,
England
$2,000.00, and Russia $3,000.00. The total budget

for GEM is $18,500.00 For correspondence or
comments, please contact John L. Mundy at (816)
729-4336.
Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)
by James T. Van Biber Jr. Chair, Independence, MO
This past January the Saints in Honduras had
their annual conference/family reunion where
they elect officers for the coming year as they are
required to do when they renew their registration
with the government. David and Sara Schoff and
Shane Robinson had the opportunity to attend the
conference.
There are 33 priesthood and close to 300 members
as of January 2016. Honduras has 11 congregations
along with nine groups that meet.
LAMB assists the local priesthood with vehicle
fuel and repairs for their missionary travel.
LAMB also makes available books (especially,
The Bible, The Book of Mormon, and The Doctrine
and Covenants, hymnals, and other material for
study and worship) which are provided by The
Restoration Spanish Translations. As funds permit
money is also sent to assist with oblation needs.
Assistance in building Churches along with their
repair and maintenance is also provided when
needed.

LAMB also assists Seventy Juan Reyes financially
with missionary work in Mexico. Brother Juan
travels mainly to Jojutla and Matamoros, where
he alternates between locations each month. His
ministry in Mexico is limited by drug cartels and
the danger of travel there.
South East Asian Australia Mission (SEAAM)
by Richard Neill, Chair, Independence, MO
Southeast Asia, Australia Missions continue to be
great with activity. This area of the world has the
greatest population in the world. There are many
diverse cultures and religions. Added to these
conditions are the many countries and political
divisions. This can be cause for unrest, but also
offers endless possibilities.
We thank our many brothers and sisters who
have given financial and prayerful support. We
assure you that these have had great effect in the
lives of the many touched by the ministry of the
Restoration. In the Philippines and Nepal there
are many young people who are receiving tuition
help, and who otherwise would not be able to
attend school. We are helping at the high school
and university levels particularly. Two of the
graduates of universities in the Philippines serve
on the National Board of the church.
Let us look at these ministries alphabetically.
Australia is our first nation. The Reorganized
Church has a long history in this country dating
back to 1873. SEAAM continues to send ministry.
High Priest Paul Gage spent two months in the
country, in 2015, traveling with Elder Peter Archer
and his wife Helen, of Tamworth, Australia, to the

The church in
Honduras is
directed and lead by
the local Priesthood.
The LAMB Board
advises and assists
when asked.
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branches and people of Australia. These visits
are always filled with the warm experiences of
contacting isolated saints. Also, Elder Doug Smith
and his wife Judi, Elder Daniel Nixon and his wife
Lauren, and Elder Hal Chadwick and his wife Pat
visited Australia and ministered at the annual
reunion, in 2015, and visited the Saints.
There are plans for another reunion this fall. Some
of those intending to go include High Priest Paul
Gage, Elder Leo Carroll, Elder Jack Hagensen and
his wife Leila.
Nepal and India have had great success in
ministry. There are 24 branches in Nepal. During
October of 2015 Elder Bob Schrunk and his wife
Sheila, Elder Ed Essig, and Sylvia Powell spent
three weeks on a mission trip. During this time a
priesthood retreat, a women’s retreat, and a youth
retreat were held. The reports of these activities
were excellent.
Nepal and India continue to have difficult
circumstances to deal with. Nepal was recently
hit with a series of earthquakes. The Restoration
Saints responded with donations of over $40,000.
There was also some political unrest between the
nations of India and Nepal. This created some
hardships but the tensions have seem to lessened.
There is a trip in the planning this fall to follow up
on previous ministries.
The nation of the Philippines continues to develop
nicely. There are around 1000 members connected
with SEAAM. Since last conference there have
been three trips to the Philippines.
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Elder Murray Broughton, and his wife Delma,
made three trips to the Luzon (Manilla) area of
the country. The work continues to grow there.
The Elders of the southern part of the country
continue to make trips to the north to support the
ministry as well.
Seventy Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom
made one trip to the Philippines to continue the
development of the church and help with the
ongoing missionary work. Much of this work is
now done by the Philippine priesthood who have
been called to the work. It has been exciting to
see the development of these men. We are blessed
that the men, women, and young people of the
church have taken on the challenge of making the
Philippines a place of hope and promise.
The island of Palau, which is part of an area in the
South Pacific known as Micronesia also is showing
great possibilities for ministry. Elder Steve Mapes,
of the Oak Grove Restoration Branch, is a native
of Palau and has made many trips there sharing
the gospel. He also works with people from those
areas who now live in the Kansas City, Missouri
area.
We continue to invite you to lend your support to
the areas of ministry where SEAAM has been, and
the new opportunities that may shortly develop
for where SEAAM may soon go. Thank you.
Publication Council
by Paul J. Gage, Chair, Independence, MO
The Publication Council is a seven member council
whose main function is to prepare and publish the
Tidings of Zion. Council members in 2016-2017 are
Lisa Cottrill, Paul Gage, Rebecca Griffin, Janet
Huntsucker, Pam Neidholdt, and Jacob Roberts.
Dayn Cederstrom, Paul Gage, Charles Golden
and Jacob Roberts and others have provided
photographs for Tidings of Zion. Many thanks go
out to all who have helped with the Tidings of Zion
publication. A large number of Saints have helped
with the publishing of the magazine. We have
gone to a new system which is established with

S&S Printing of Oak Grove, MO. S&S now does
all the formatting, printing, insertion of envelopes,
attachment of mailing labels, and mailing the
Tidings.

Jesus” Philippians 4:7. The third quarter we
used “Whatsoever has Virtue and Praise, Think
on These Things. And our final theme is “That
Which you Have seen in Me, Do”.

The subscription number of Tidings is about 4400
per issue going into all states in the USA, except
New Hampshire and Vermont. The following
countries also receive the Tidings: Australia, Belize,
Cameroon, Canada, Germany, Honduras, Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the Philippines, and
the United Kingdom.

Our annual Fall Retreat was held at Odessa Hills
Campground and we closed our year with our
theme “May Your Hand be on me and Keep me
From Evil” I Chronicles 4:10. We had wonderful
classes as Kim Augenstein shared “Overcoming
Babylon in our Lives”, Pat Chadwick shared “Trust
and Faith” and Suzanne Bendorf shared “Personal
Touch”. We had a great time fellowshipping as
we made ‘Friendship Plates’. We came away
from the weekend with a greater desire to have
God guiding us and keeping us from evil as
we ministered to others in their needs. We also
presented Pat Chadwick and Karmi Anderson
with gifts as they stepped down from the council.

The cost of printing and mailing each issue,
depending on the number of pages and post
office fees is between $4500.00-$5500.00. There is
no charge for receiving the magazine, but a $25.00
donation, per year, is asked to cover the cost.
Women’s Council
by Deana Griffin, Chair, Independence, MO
The Women’s Council has provided ministry to
the women of the Restoration. We have provided
ministry in other states
as Pat Chadwick, former
council member and
Sylvia Powell traveled
to Ohio and then to
Virginia and Oregon to
do women’s retreats. A
great time was had in
each place and Pat and
Sylvia both said they
were blessed as well as
the sisters they took ministry to. We also provided
refreshments for the Missionary Reception and a
general class at the reunion.
Our theme for 2016 was/is “Whatsoever in
word and deed, do all in the Name of the Lord
Jesus.” We then broke this into four quarterly
themes using Philippians 4:6-9. The first quarter’s
theme was “Let Your Requests be Made Known
unto God” Philippians 4:6. Our second quarter
found us using the theme “Let the Peace of God
Keep Your Hearts and Minds Through Christ

In October, we held our Women’s Leader’s
Luncheon at the Buckner Restoration Branch. This
is an opportunity for women’s leaders from all the
different branches to come together for fellowship
and sharing. Our keynote speaker this year was
Kay
Williams.
She
shared how the Lord had
been in her life and the
strength and courage she
was given as she went
through many hardships
and trials.
Then the
different leaders shared
what they were doing in
their branches.
Our New Year’s Brunch was held at Waldo on
January 23rd. Our pastor was Jim Loumiet and we
were blessed by three young women presenting
different aspects of a woman’s life through short
vignettes. The first was given by Susan Freeze in
which she talked about juggling schedules. The
second was by Glenda Butkin on how we throw
rocks at each other in the seemingly harmless
things we say and do and the last vignette was
given by Jennifer Loumiet entitled “When I was
Little” and how the different people in a child’s
young life and teenage years can help them or
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hinder them in their walk with Christ. All gave
us a different perspective of life and much to think
about. It was a wonderful day and a great way to
introduce the 2016 theme to the women.
On April 9, 2016 we held our Spring Retreat at
Missionary Restoration Branch. The women’s
council decorated the tables with pastel buckets
filled with brightly colored flowers. We also had
a drawing for a small gift. Four blessed women
were given a little trowel and a bookmark. Each
woman was given a small bag of Hershey Kisses
with a packet of seeds. Our speakers were Mary
Sue Kennon and Susan Booth. Mary Sue Kennon
shared how to keep our minds and hearts through
Christ Jesus, while Susan Booth shared the
importance of family and the responsibilities of a
woman in her family life.
The woman’s council also published a cookbook
this year. It has many great recipes and testimonies
of the council members. The cost was $10.00 and
the money was divided between Odessa Hills
Campground and Zion’s Ridge Campground.
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African Restoration Ministries (ARM) Addendum
by Elder Doug Smith, Odessa, MO
The work in Africa continues to move forward,
with growth both in numbers and spiritually. The
Saints have been blessed in many ways as they
continue to prove the promise of God to seek first
the kingdom of God.
In July there was the annual Women’s retreat held
in Lagos, Nigeria, followed by a youth camp. Both
were well attended and a blessing to all who were
able to come, and a missionary trip to Nigeria also
took place in October.
In East Africa, There was a missionary trip to
Rwanda (with visits to the Saints from the DRC) in
July and April. The church now has a building in
Kayonza, and while it is still in the finishing stages,
it was used for services, including a “Resurrection
Sunday” service, where all but 3 of the members
were able to attend. There were 35 in attendance,
and the first business meeting was held, with Elder
Francis Baganizi being sustained in his office as
Elder, and other officers being elected to help him

with his duties. The visit in April was especially
blessed because the entire Book of Mormon was
able to be read for the Rwandan Saints, with
translation. For many, this was the first time they
had heard the entire Book of Mormon, and there
was a lot of excitement to see the translation effort
go forward into Kirwandan.
There was a missionary trip to Uganda in June.
There were missionary trips to Tanzania in
December and May, with the work being blessed
by baptisms and confirmations on each trip. They
are looking forward to a family retreat, hopefully
to take place in December.
In Kenya, there was a “couples retreat” in August,
for married couples of all ages at Maseno, with
an emphasis on strengthening our families and
relationships. In December, the youth camp was
held at the Otieno Ooyo School in Kisumu, where
the very first Youth camp in Kenya was held.
Many of the youth from that camp were now staff
members, and youth gathered from all over East
Africa to attend. There were many testimonies
from the youth of how the Lord was impacting
their lives.

In March, a women’s retreat was held, with
women attending from Rwanda, the DRC
(Congo), Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya.
In August there is a priesthood retreat planned,
and it is hoped that priesthood from all over
Africa- Cameroon, Liberia, Nigeria, Kenya,
Rwanda, DRC, Tanzania, and Uganda. Funds are
still being raised for transpiration costs for the
local priesthood to attend, but we anticipate it
being a spiritual highlight for all those the Lord
will bring together.
The translation of the Book of Mormon into
Swahili is the other exciting development in East
Africa. Final revisions are being made, and it is
hoped that the printing can be done before the
year is done. This has been a truly cooperative
effort, with many hours of labor and resources
being put into it. Many thanks to all who have
helped this far, and to those who will continue to
contribute through the publishing process. God is
surely good.

Tidings of Zion 9

CRE Officers And Councils For 2016-2017
Chair: Vim Horn; Secretary, Dayn Cederstrom;
Treasurer, Ray Lane; Historian, Jim Daugherty.

Official business transacted at the 2016
conference, June 19-24, 2016.

Corporate Officers: President, Vim Horn;
Secretary, Dayn Cederstrom; Treasurer, Ray
Lane.

Approved a budget for 2016 – 17: $49,900 (The
weekly budget of $9200 was achieved)

Aaronic Council: Lonnie Griffin, Stephen
Henson, Ken Prater, Kyle Walters, and Wilbur
Wilson.

Whereas, GEM (Greater European Ministries)
Board request to come under the umbrella of
the CRE (Conference of Restoration Elders),
Quorum 2 hereby recommends that the CRE
accepts the request by GEM.

Coordinating Council: Joe Burkart, Jack
Hagensen, Pete Hughes, Richard Neill,
Don Norman, Howard Parker, and Garry Piatt.
Education Council: Cynthia DeBarthe, Tom
DeBarthe, Brenda Eggert, Tracy Levengood,
Linda Wilson, Lonnie Wilson, and Beverly
Watson.
Evangelism Council: Dale Bainter, John Mundy,
Russell Reid, Lyle Smith and a representative
from ARM, GEM, LAMB, and SEAAM.
Publication Council: Lisa Cottrill, Paul Gage,
Rebecca Griffin, Janet Huntsucker, Pam
Neidholdt and Jacob Roberts.

Motion passed regarding GEM:

And further the GEM Board member and budget
be approved and accepted by the Conference as
with the other missionary boards.
Set the date for the 2017 Restoration Branch
Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration
Elders for June 25 – 30, 2017
Thursday and Friday sessions were spent in
prayer, discussion, and worship. All sessions
were blessed with the presence of the Holy
Spirit.

Stewardship Council: Dale Carrick, Leo Carroll,
Vaughn Cornish, Terry Griffin and Tom
Rindels.
Women’s Council: Suzanne Bendorf, Nancy
Eyerly, Deana Griffin, Tiffany Jones, Rachael
Miller, Mary Prater, and Jennifer Raffety.
Youth Council: Craig Fountain, Connie Hale,
Joe Hale, Chris Henson and Todd Henson
CRE KIRTLAND PRIESTHOOD RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2016 KIRTLAND, OHIO
Contact the CRE office for details: 816-836-3421
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Settle This In Your Hearts
by Elder William “Vim” Horn, CRE Chair
Sibley, MO
from a sermon at the Restoration
Adapted
Branch Family Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders June 19, 2016

This week we have an opportunity to focus on the
spiritual gifts, what they are, why they are needed,
and how they are to function in the church. I want
to focus on the source of the gifts, the Holy Spirit,
particularly our response to it and the importance
of being one with the Spirit if we, as a people, are
to bear fruit.
The first thing we must do is settle in our hearts
our response to Christ’s ministry if we are truly
going to avail ourselves of what the good spirit
can offer us. In Luke 14:27-28 we are admonished
that, “…whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple. Therefore, settle this
in your hearts, that ye will do the things which I
shall teach, and command you.” This scripture has
become important to me because it establishes
that I need to look at my heart and settle once and
for all whether I want to be a disciple of Christ.

commitment, reflect on your response, and settle
in your hearts once and for all to be disciples
of Christ. As individuals we cannot be doubleminded and expect that the Lord will, or can use
us to our fullest potential. If we are divided we are
of little worth to the work of the kingdom. When
we are divided we are not able to concentrate, we
are not able to fulfill that to which we are called
and created to do. It is the same for us as a people,
we cannot be divided and expect the Lord can, or
will use us to our fullest potential.
There is only one True Shepherd, and in the end
as spoken by the prophet Joel, only those who
hear and respond to His voice will be part of the
fold. There is only one fold, and I fear that we as a
people hear His voice from a distance. The further
away from the Shepherd we are, the more difficult
it is to hear and understand His voice. The further
away that we get from the true gospel, from a
relationship with Christ, the harder it becomes
for us to hear His voice. The harder it is for us to
hear His voice, the more difficult it becomes for
us to experience and use the gifts that He desires
to share with us in order to accomplish His work.
If we can’t hear His voice, if we are divided, then
we aren’t able to access the spiritual gifts as He
desires us to access them and to use them, and the
work of the kingdom suffers.

We need to settle in our hearts whether we will do
the things which Christ taught and commanded
us to do. We must become single-minded in our
focus and in our purpose. F. Henry Edwards
wrote, You cannot build a new world without newworld builders. Men whose hearts and minds turn to
some other homeland can never succeed as pioneers of
a new nation…It is similarly impossible to build the
kingdom of God with men whose interests and affections
turn back to the kingdoms of this world. He who would
assist in building the kingdom of God must indeed be
born again. (Edwards, F. H., Fundamentals, 1951
edition, p. 134)

Brother Arthur Oakman stated, “But there are
people who are not yet members of our church whom
God cannot bring into it because we are not worthy of
them. The quality of our testimony, the quality of our
fraternity, the quality of our intelligence, the quality of
our achievements have not been of such high order as to
attract their attention. And to invite their imagination
and enlist them in the cause of Jesus Christ, he said,
Zion will not be redeemed by the people who we have in
the church today.” Brother Oakman was speaking
to his contemporaries, but I would ask us, what
about ourselves? Have we caught the imagination
of our neighbors by how we are living, by what
we are sharing, by our example?

So, what do we need to settle in our hearts? We
must settle whether we are truly disciples of Christ
and citizens of His kingdom. We can’t equivocate
any longer. Reflect on your life, reflect on your

We are challenged by these concepts. As a
Restoration Branch movement our vision has been
obscured by many things and we have lost sight
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of the vision. We would all agree that the vision
of the kingdom is not to maintain our current
condition—individual branches functioning
autonomously, occasionally coming together in
good and positive ways—but rather, the vision is
to engage with each other to accomplish the work
of the Kingdom. In The Pastor’s Handbook, 1952-53”
titled “Thy Kingdom Come” we find these words.
“The church is not the kingdom, but the matrix within
which the Kingdom shall be formed…The task of the
church is to “bring forth” the kingdom—to proclaim
the King, to teach his laws, seek out and naturalize his
subjects, to establish a kingdom of righteousness. When
enough subjects are ready, [Or rather—When the time
is come regardless of the number] Christ will come to
establish his kingdom with territory and dominion.”
As this quote indicates, our responsibility is not to
establish the kingdom, but to seek and establish
the cause of it. Are we activity engaged in doing
this? I think at best we are moving forward slowly.
So, what is keeping us from moving forward,
or causing us to move so slowly? Doctrine and
Covenants 140:5c says, “The work of preparation
and the perfection of my Saints go forward slowly, and
Zionic conditions are no further away nor any closer
than the spiritual condition of my people justifies;” It
is our spiritual condition that we must address if
the work is to move forward. I’m not speaking
on an individual level, although each of us needs
to evaluate where we are in this regard, but I am
speaking in relation to our spiritual condition as
a people.
The overriding natural resource in the kingdom
of God is the Holy Spirit. Spiritual gifts are an
expression of that natural resource in the lives
of the saints, and therefore, are instrumental to
the work of the kingdom. Albert Carmichael and
Elbert A. Smith in an article titled Spiritual Gifts
shared that, “These gifts are the spiritual working
capital given to each man according to his ability to
receive and his willingness to use.” The spiritual gifts
are the spiritual working capital that we must
have in order to assist and accomplish the work.
If we as individuals, or as a people, are spiritually
bankrupt, then there is no spiritual capital for
us to be able to function and we are bereft of the
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means to accomplish the work of the kingdom.
It is imperative therefore, that we be engaged in
those things that build spiritual capital in our
lives, if we expect the spiritual gifts to be evident
in power and expect our lives to bear fruit.
Albert Carmichael and Albert A. Smith, share
this concerning spiritual gifts and fruit, “It is well
to note that there is a difference between the gifts of
the Spirit and the fruits of the Spirit. The gifts are the
manifestations of the Spirit given to man. The fruits
are the results that come from the use of these gifts of
the Spirit, or what one gives. Without the gifts there
are no fruits. Gifts reflect the love of God for us. Fruits
prove the love we have for God and our fellow
man. Love is expressed through the thing given, and
not through the thing received.”
Evidence of the fruits of the Spirit in our lives, and
in the life of the church, represents that we are
engaged in the work, and that the gifts are being
used for their intended purpose. When the fruits
of the Spirit are not being evidenced, individually
or collectively, then we know that Spirit is not with
us, and the gifts of the Spirit are not available to us.
So, if love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, aren’t
present in our lives and the work of the church, it
is evidence that things are amiss and that we need
to look at our spiritual condition. In Galatians
5:24-26 it goes on to say, And they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
[They/we have settled in their/our hearts that
they/we are Christ’s disciples-VH] If we live in
the spirit let us also walk in the spirit. Let us not be
desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying
one another. These fruits being contrary to the fruits
of the Spirit of God.
When we lose sight of our common covenant,
Christ’s sacrifice for us, the vision of the kingdom—
then differences and contentions arise. We are
admonished in Doctrine and Covenants 136:3
that, “The movements toward better understanding
of ministerial responsibilities, duties, and goals, and
toward unity of endeavor in teaching, preaching,
evangelizing, and the perfecting of the Saints, are
pleasing to the Lord. Contentions, bickerings, and

strife are unseemly, hinder the work of the church, and
should not find place among the Saints. Only in the
peace of fraternity and the unity of those caught up in
the spirit of Zionic redemption can the work of the Lord
be accomplished. To this task let the church devote its
energies.” If we looking for a game plan, brothers
and sisters, we need not look any further than this
scripture. It is our common commitment to the
Lord and the work of the kingdom that binds us
together.
When we lose sight of our common covenant it
directly affects our ability to focus on working
towards the vision. We begin to look at others and
judge them rather than looking to ourselves and
judging where we stand. When we judge each
other instead of ourselves, we begin to contend,
dispute and deal unjustly with one another, and
the fruits of the spirit are no longer evident in our
lives and in the life of the church. When we are
contentious and disputing with one another it is
impossible to work towards the vision. We are to
refrain from this, “And he commanded them that there
should be no contention one with another, But that they
should look forward with one eye, having one faith and
one baptism, Having their hearts knit together in unity
and in love one toward another…and thus they became
the children of God” Mosiah:9:54-55
Zion is not an individual condition. It starts
with our relationship with the King, but it finds
expression in the condition of a people. It is the
condition of a faithful people. A people of one
heart and one mind founded on their individual
love and commitment to the Lord. This love and
commitment must find tangible expression in our
love for one another. When we lose sight of our
common covenant and the sacrifice that Christ
made for us, we lose sight of the vision. When we
focus on our common covenant, when we focus
on Christ, then is our sight be focused, and we as
a people will move towards the vision.
So, what do we need to settle in our hearts? We
need to individually and as a people settle in our
hearts who is king in our lives. Is it God? Or is
it ourselves? What does the evidence of your life
suggest? What does the evidence for us as a people

suggest? Are we part of the kingdom of God? Or
are we establishing our own kingdoms, separate
from each other? If so, do we truly believe that in
our current state of individual branches we will
be able to accomplish the work? Is there anybody
that believes the work will be accomplished by
individual branches? I don’t think so. Yet what
do our actions indicate? What is evidenced by our
fruits?
Brother John Mundy last year had an experience
where the Lord spoke to him in terms that he
could understand, that of being a building
contractor. It was brought to his understanding
that in order to accomplish a project you need an
owner, architect/engineer, general contractor and
subcontractors. In his experience he was told,
“The different Restoration Congregations are like
Subcontractors”. They aren’t the Owner – God is
the owner. They aren’t the Architect/Engineer – that
responsibility belongs to Christ. They aren’t the General
Contractor – the Church is the General Contractor.
The Congregations being the Subcontractors cannot
build the project by themselves, some have tried without
success. They first tried to be General Contractors
without the authority of the Owner. Some have tried
to re-interpret the specifications and drawing (Bible,
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants and Church
History) to prove that they could have the authority of
the General Contractor without the proper license or
even permission of the Owner. They are failing miserably
because this project cannot be built by Subcontractors.
Even now the Subcontractors are at variance with each
other. [Doesn’t this ring true? The branches, being
the subcontractors, are at variance with each other
and they cannot build the kingdom, or participate
in building the kingdom while they are at variance
with each other-VH]
I then asked “How can we accomplish what we are to
do?” I was not given a direct answer, but my mind
was once again quickened. The Managers of the
Subcontractors must come together as one body
to choose the path that the Spirit directs We Must
become one in purpose.” [Emphasis-VH]
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So, the question before us is, are the managers
willing to come together—are we as a people
willing to come together as one body to discover
and chose the path the spirit directs? What stands
in our way other than our willingness? If we are
willing, I believe and trust that the Lord will bless
us in that effort.

“I believe that we, in the Restoration Branches, find
ourselves in a very similar situation. I believe there is
great desire on the part of the people, and consequently,
the Restoration Branches, to come together and begin
to become a part of one another. I believe that we are in
that awkward time when we as Branches are beginning
to court one another.”

Seventy Richard Neill, had an experience while
he was in the Philippines which he wrote down
and titled, The Pattern. He begins by relating that
he awoke early in the morning, “Wrestling with
what question should be asked of God.” He continues
with relating his experience and writes, “The Spirit
further indicated that the questions that were placed in
the hearts of these scriptural and historical men were
given to them because these were the questions that the
Lord was ready to answer. In other words, even the
questions asked were given by the Spirit of God
to the people that asked them, and the Spirit gave
them the questions when it was the right time for
the questions to be asked and the right time for
the questions to be answered. (RFN)” [EmphasisVH]

“We are ready to take some tenuous steps to come
together but we are not real sure how to do it, or if we
are ready to commit ourselves to one another. Brethren,
I believe the Branches and the people need some time to
figure this out. To figure out that it is all right to come
together and to do things with one another. That we are
of one Church, the Church of Jesus Christ, restored for
the last time on this Earth.”

The pattern being discussed here is that the Lord
will provide us with even the questions to ask
Him when the time is right. The question before
us is, are we willing to go to the Lord and ask Him
what the right questions are for our time? Again,
what stands in the way of us doing this, other than
our willingness?
The following is a portion of a statement I shared
in 1998 to the Conference of Restoration Elders:
“If there is going to be an opportunity to offer
coordinated ministry and leadership, The Branches
are going to have to desire to come together. The
Branches need to determine initially how that
coming together will be accomplished.”
“A courtship is taking place. If you can recall the
first time you went out with your wife or sweet heart;
remember how awkward the two of you were as you
began the process of forming a relationship with one
another. The tenuous steps you took to begin to form
that relationship.”

14 Tidings of Zion

“I believe that as the Branches begin to come together
for worship, fellowship and other activities, the good
spirit will be witnessed and an environment of love and
trust will begin to develop.”
This statement was shared 18 years ago. We have
been courting one another casually for 18 years. I
think it is time we become more serious about our
courtship. I believe it is time for us to engage with
each other in a more intense way—in a manner
that will allow the good spirit to touch our lives
together. If we agree that out current condition
will not bring about the Kingdom, or hinders or
weakens the work, then I think it is time we do
something different. I don’t think I would get any
argument that our current situation isn’t bringing
about the Kingdom.
I believe it is time for us to challenge the status quo
of our condition. I believe it is time for the branches
to engage in a soul searching process, first, within
each branch, because the branch is the recognized
and acknowledge organizational unit that we
agree on, and second, between the branches. Let
me share one way restoration branches might
engage in a process to move forward.
First, individual branches would agree to study
and prayerfully consider questions such as:
• If we continue functioning as independent
		 branches what is the likely outcome of the

		 restoration branch movement? What is the
		 impact on the work going forward?
• How and when do we become united, or
		 one? What can and should we do now to
		 become one fold?
• How and when will the Church become
		restored?
• How can we work together and move
		 beyond the branch level?
These are just some examples of questions. I
believe individual branches need to address these
kinds of questions and reach agreement on them
before they will be able to effectively address them
with other branches. I believe many branches
have not considered these types of matters, and
consequently don’t have a common and/or
collective understanding of them. I believe we
need to encourage branch leaders to engage in
such a process within their individual branches.
Second, once agreement is reached within a
branch, then the branch needs to determine if
and how to share their conclusions with other
branches.
If individual branches are willing to engage in
this process, there should be clearly articulated
parameters such as:
• The process should be completely voluntary
• No branch should experience unsolicited
		 or undue influence from any other branch,
		 or outside influence, as they engage in their
		process
• There is no exact timeframe for when a
		 branch should engage in, or complete the
		 process, although it is hoped that branches
		 would have a reasonable timeframe
• There is no prescribed manner or materials
		 that a participating branch should use
		 to engage in the process, but it is hoped
		 that branches would share scriptural,
		 historical and other materials that they
		 have found useful in their study with each
		other
• There is no requirement that any branch,
		 having engaged in the process, share their
		 conclusions with other branches, although

		 it is hoped that each participating branch
		 would be willing to do so
Finally, while there would be no predetermined
outcome or follow-up process at the completion
of the branch level process, it is hoped that
participating and non-participating branches
would be willing to come together to confer and
collectively seek the mind and will of God, and
determine, what, if any, further action could/
should occur.
I believe the above process is a safe, yet significant
way for the branches to begin to engage with
each other. If we are desirous and willing to move
beyond our current condition, if the status quo is
no longer palatable to us, then we must find ways
to engage with each other. I honestly believe that it
is the hope and desire of most to move beyond the
condition we are currently in. However, it needs to
happen in the right way, in a way that the Branches
agree on. It needs to be done in a manner where the
good spirit can touch our hearts collectively, so we
can come to that common understanding of the
Lord’s will. Not running ahead the Lord, or each
other. Lest anybody think that what I am saying
here is to start another organized church, let me
be very clear that is not what is being suggested!
I’m saying that it is time for us to be willing to
find more fruitful ways to engage with each other,
even as the spirit directs and guides us.
We must become a people of one heart and one
mind. Then and only then are we fit to be engaged
fully in the work of the kingdom. Then and only
then will the gifts of the spirit abound amongst
and between us, and go before us. Then and only
then will the fruits of the spirit be evident in that
which we do. Let’s settle in our hearts that we are
willing to do those things which Christ taught
and commanded us to do. Let’s settle in our hearts
that we will be Disciples of Christ. Let’s settle in
our hearts that we are committed to becoming
a people of one heart and one mind, willing to
give up those things that are of our own making
that separate us. Let’s settle in our minds that
we are committed to using the spiritual gifts to
accomplish His work so that the fruits of the spirit
might evident in our lives.
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Joseph Smith III - Israel
A. Smith Home
by Seventy Richard F. Neill
Independence, MO
the 2015 Conference of Restoration Elders,
At (CRE)
the following resolution was passed:
“Let it be resolved: That Brother Richard Neill will be
authorized by this body {CRE} to contact all Saints
interested in forming a ‘ Joseph Smith III historical
preservation society’ to a meeting, for the purpose
of organizing an independent and self-sustaining
organization, which would be responsible for electing
their own board of directors, and
Let it further be resolved: That descendants of Joseph
Smith Jr. also be invited to participate in the meeting,
and
Let it further be resolved: The CRE be supportive in
providing mailing data-base information and meeting
accommodations.”
I had been in this house before. The Living Hope
Restoration Branch, while working through the
real estate agents, held a prayer service there. After
the motion passed at the CRE, I went to the house
to inspect it from the outside.
I found a notice on the door
that stated the house was in
foreclosure, and so I called
the bank who informed me
that the bidding process was
just about to end. There was
no time to pull something
together. Fortunately, the
bank did not accept the
highest bid, considering the
bid too low.
At the Conference, a donor came forward who
was willing to pay for the home within a certain
price range. Over a month passed and I received
a call from Brian Mundy. He stated that the
bank had re-opened the bidding process and the
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bidding was going to end in one hour. Brian said
he was willing to put in a bid, and pay the price
if we were successful. I assured him that we had
a donor who would reimburse Brian if we got it
around the current bidding price of just below
$30,000. No time to wait, I said let’s make the
bid. Brian said he felt led by the Spirit to offer a
particular bidding price. So that is what was done.
About an hour later Brian called me and was very
disappointed because ours was not the highest
bid. I was disappointed as well, because I thought
this would be a great asset for the Restoration
Branches. Our disappointment did not last long.
Soon thereafter Brian got a call and was asked if he
would still be interested in the home at the bid he
had made. Thrilled, he said “Yes”, and called me
immediately. Brian officially made the purchase,
with fees at just over $34,000 and two months
later we transferred the funds that had come in
from the private donor. The house is owned free
and clear.
So much took place in this home. Joseph Smith
III moved with his wife Ada, and younger sons
into the house in 1906. In 1912, he dictated his
Memoirs to his personal secretary, his son Israel A.
Smith. In 1914 Joseph passed away in this house.
In 1915 his wife Ada passed away. Israel A. Smith
and his wife Nina moved into the house to take
care of Joseph’s and Ada’s three young sons who
were still teenagers. One
of these sons was William
Wallace Smith. Israel would
live there for the rest of his
life, even after becoming
the President of the Church
himself, and would pass
away in 1958.
During the time that Joseph
and Israel lived there and
were Presidents of the
Church, ten revelations
were approved and added to the Doctrine
and Covenants. While Joseph lived there the
Auditorium was not built yet. The office of The
First Presidency was in that home. The major
church building in the area would have been the
Stone Church.

We have begun the research and have learned
a great deal. There is so much history that took
place in this home. We invite you to help us
renovate the home and restore it close to the way
it would have been when it housed the prophets.
There is much to be done in renovation. We
invite your prayers, your help in restoration, and
your contributions. The home is currently under
the CRE for tax purposes. We have received
our incorporation papers. We are waiting to be
approved as a 501c3, not-for-profit corporation.
When this happens we will become a separate
entity. Currently contributions can be made to the
CRE for the purpose of the home, and you will
receive a tax receipt.
A report was made at the CRE during the week
of June 19-24, 2016. People were offered the
opportunity to enroll as charter members of the
historical society. It is our intent to preserve our
history and give hope to our future. Tours of the
home were given during the week of conference.
The Board held an open house on April 7. In the
three hours allotted for the open house 142 people
signed the guest register.
I have a personal testimony of this place. One
day after locking up the house to go home, I was
driving in my car. I felt a strong spirit place in
my mind that those who have gone on before are
pleased that we have valued their contribution to
this work.
The second resolve asks to make contact with the
Smith family. This has been done to some extent,
and they are willing to furnish the home with
some historical pieces that were in the home. One
of them is currently serving on the Board.
The five Board members are:
Danny Hight, Oak Grove RB
Brian Mundy, Missionary RB
Richard Neill, Living Hope RB
Israel A. Smith (grandson of the Prophet)
Steve Smith, South Crysler RB
All glory be to God and Jesus Christ!

Keep the Ordinances
Without Deviation
by High Priest Francis Harper Jr.
Woodbine, Iowa
beginning God gave Adam and
F romEvethe“commandments,
that they should

worship the Lord their God; and should offer
the firstlings of their flocks for an offering unto
the Lord . . . and they made all things known
unto their sons and daughters” (Genesis 4:5,12
IV).
Cain, a son of Adam and Eve was a “tiller of the
ground,” and another son, Abel, was a “keeper
of sheep.” “. . . and in the process of time it came
to pass, that Cain brought the fruit of the ground
as an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also
brought, of the firstlings of his flock . . . and the
Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering, but
unto Cain, and his offering, he had not respect”
(Genesis 5:6-7 IV; 4:3-5 KJV).
It must have seemed logical to Cain that since
he did not raise sheep, some of his produce from
the ground would be an acceptable offering to
the Lord. His thinking was faulty. “There is a
way which seemeth right unto a man; but the
end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs
14:25). Cain’s disobedience led to his anger,
jealously, murder and becoming a “fugitive and
vagabond in the earth” (Genesis 5:22 IV; 4:12
KJV).
The Lord gave special instructions to the
priesthood in the performance of the ordinances
in the days of Moses, in the New Testament, The
Book of Mormon, and to Joseph Smith, Jr.
The sons of Aaron had been consecrated as
priests in the tabernacle of Israel. “And Nadab
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of
them his censer, and put fire therein, and put
Tidings of Zion 17

incense thereon, and offered strange fire before
the Lord, which he commanded them not. And
there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured
them, and they died before the Lord” (Leviticus
10:1-2).
Any deviation from the instructions given to
the priesthood concerning the performance of
the ordinances and sacraments of the church
must be scrupulously avoided. Those who
aspire or covet the honor of being called to the
priesthood, or to a specific office therein, should
be reminded: “. . . no man [or woman] taketh
this honor unto himself, but he that is called of
God, as was Aaron” (Hebrews 5:4). The Lord
reserves the right to choose his priesthood. As
he said, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit . . .” (John 15:16).
The authority to represent God in the
performance of the ordinances and sacraments
of his church has always been given to men of
God’s own choosing. Proof of this was given
long ago.
“Two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly
[of Israel], famous in the congregation, men of
renown; and they gathered themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron, and said
unto them, ye take too much upon you, seeing
all the congregation are holy . . . and the Lord
spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying, Separate
yourselves from among this congregation, that
I may consume them in a moment . . . And the
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them
up, and their houses, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah [the leader] and all
their goods” (Numbers 16:2-3; 20-21, 32).
The prophets have warned us: “The earth also
is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because
they have transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinance[s] and broken the everlasting
covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate;
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therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men left” (Isaiah 24:5-6).
“Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone
away from mine ordinances, and have not kept
them. Return unto me, and I will return unto
you, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 3:7).
“The day cometh that they who will not hear
[and obey] the voice of the Lord . . . shall be
cut off from among the people; for they have
strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken
mine everlasting covenant; they seek not the
Lord to establish his righteousness, but every
man walketh in his own way” (D & C 1:3 c-e).
The Lord’s word; his commandments,
ordinances, sacraments and promises are
immutable and forever. He has said, “My
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips” (Psalms 89:34).
The wisest of men wrote, “I know that
whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever;
nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken
from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear
before him” (Ecclesiastes 3:14-15).
From the days of Moses to the days of John, the
Revelator, and beyond, God has said, “Ye shall
not add unto the work which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish aught from it, that ye
may keep the commandments of the Lord your
God, which I command you” (Deuteronomy
4:2; Revelation 22:18-19).
The Lord has always been strict in that which he
requires of his people. He allows no deviation
from that which he has commanded. With him,
“there is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (James 1:17). “Trifle not with sacred
things” (D & C 6:d).

The Tree
by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, MO

all scripture readers know, there are
As exceedingly
numerous references to trees.

In many cases, trees are named, that is cedars,
sycamores, olive, fig, tree of life, knowledge,
wisdom, the trees of the Lord and so forth. The
aim of this article is not to present the mass of
information about trees, but rather to concentrate
on Doctrine and Covenants 113:6 b-d which
reads, “...and the reader in every nation will be
reminded that the ‘Book of Mormon’ and this
Book of Doctrine and Covenants of the church,
cost the best blood of the nineteenth century, to
bring it forth for the salvation of a ruined world.
And that if the fire can scathe a green tree for the
glory of God, how easy it will be to burn up the
“dry trees” to purify the vineyard of corruption.
They lived for glory, they died for glory, and
glory is their eternal reward. From age to age
shall their names go down to posterity as gems
for the sanctified.” Scathe means to harm, injure,
or denounce.
This scripture, though not a revelation reminds
us that if one who is considered to be a valiant
servant of the Lord, even the prophet of the
church, can be harmed, even assassinated by
the adversaries of Christ, what will then happen
to those who claim to be disciples of Christ
and either are not disciples or are lukewarm
disciples. These thoughts came to me recently
when it became needful to have a large, diseased
tree in my front yard cut down.
We know that the purpose of a tree, or any of
God’s creation, is to produce for the Kingdom
of God. The parable of the vineyard in John
15 gives us the complete picture. First, that
God is the husbandman and Jesus Christ is the

True Vine and we are simply the branches. The
parable talks about bearing fruit, bringing forth
more fruit, and bringing forth much fruit. Verse
eight reads, “Herein is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”
One of our hymns asks the question, “What fruit
have you brought for the Master, what fruit are
you bearing today?” A green tree produces good
fruit when planted and properly nourished and
taken care of. A dry tree is not of much value
except to be put in the fire and goes up in a blaze
and is finished.
The leading scripture reminds us that though
we may be eager and diligent in our efforts to
serve the Lord, that we may and are still scathed
by the things in the world and the things in
our lives. We must, therefore, allow the True
Vine to nurture, nourish, purge, prune and do
whatever else is necessary for us to produce the
most abundant fruit that we can, with His help
and for His Glory. A real key to that is John 15:7
which states, “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.” At the final judgment,
each one will be judged according to the “fruit
that we have produced.”

Revelation 22
1 And he showed me a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.
2 In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree
of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month; and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.
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A Sower Went Forth to
Sow
by Elder Brian Mundy
Independence, MO
March 10, 2016 Richard Neill and I
O nboarded
an airplane on a Greater European

Ministries (GEM) mission trip to Germany. We
were blessed to find the Saints still strong in their
faith. We currently only have eight baptized
members, all of which are women. Even though
we do not have any priesthood in the entire
country, the Holy Ghost continues to teach and
encourage these members in marvelous ways
Prior to us arriving one member, Andrea, was
in a town outside of Berlin giving a massage
to a woman in her late 40’s. She has a disease
that is causing her to lose her muscles and now
even having a hard time swallowing. Her name
is Gabi and her husband’s name is Michael.
They are not members of the church and were
not even sure if they believed in God. Andrea
shared her testimony and told them elders were
coming from America and they could lay hands
on her, pray for her and she would be blessed.
Andrea invited them to come to her home on
Sunday. They wanted to know what we would
charge for this to happen and she told them,
“Nothing”.
Andrea also met another person named Bianca,
who was 46. She had breast cancer five years
ago and it had come back. She shared with her
and invited her to also join us on Sunday. They
all accepted the invitation.
Both ladies had such beautiful countenances.
Gabi was in a wheel chair and had to have her
head strapped for support.. We had wonderful
conversations as we shared with them about God
and His son, Jesus Christ. I shared testimonies,
including the following one.
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Several years ago a lady in Germany pleaded
with me to prove there is a God. She honestly
wanted to believe. God blessed us with a windy
day and I looked out the patio glass door to see
the trees moving and the dirt blowing around.
God inspired me to ask her to prove to me there
is wind. “Oh that’s easy’, she replied, “just look
outside you can see the wind blowing the trees.”
I said, “ No, that is the effects of the wind, but
you can’t see the wind.”
After that testimony, Brother Neill was inspired
to share with them that God changes things,
just as with the wind. His Spirit changes things
when it moves upon something or someone and
they are not the same.
Earlier that morning Andrea asked to be
administered to for some neck and shoulder
pain she was experiencing, but her daughter
Josi suggested she be administered to with the
others. Oh, the wisdom of God!
After visiting, we asked them if they would like
for us to pray over them and they all said, “Yes.”
We then asked what they would like God to do
for them. We heard comments such as, comfort,
strength, not to be a burden on others. I felt led
again to share some marvelous testimonies of
healings and they all smiled and very joyously
said, “ if He could do that, we would love to
receive a healing!”

We were blessed with such a beautiful spirit as
we administered to each one. When we finished
the last one, Andrea (I learn so much from her
as she is so bold in her testimony) who was
sitting next to Gabi’s husband Michael, asked
him if he would like to receive administration.
He said he wasn’t sick. I explained there are
many different ways to be sick and it is ok if we
just need God to give us extra strength. He then
agreed. As we placed our hands on his head my
mind was quickened and taken back to watching
him take such care of his wife, such tenderness
and compassion and love he showed her, and as
we prayed, we felt the Lord so close. When we
finished he just sat and wept. A few days later,
we followed up and received a picture of Gabi
in her wheel chair but no strap on her head. He
said “I am so thankful, and now has the best
time of his life and Gabi feels great too!” They
are both so grateful.
Bianca also was blessed. She, for the first time
has been experiencing both the good and bad
spirits in this world, and is leaning on God to
see her through whatever trials that may come
her way.
The Saints in Germany would like to thank the
Saints throughout the world for their prayers and
encouragement. They, as well as we, continue
to pray that God will raise up priesthood in that
nation to teach them the words of Life in their
own language. GEM is planning other trips
later this year including a family retreat where
the husbands and children can also participate.
This is a few testimonies of a wonderful trip.
May we all be sowers of the seed and invite
others to partake of this wonderful joy that
comes only in His service. I believe we found
some good ground this trip in many ways.
Brother Neill and I look forward to going back
and ministering to those beloved sheep in
Germany. Be they few or be they great, where
He leads us we will follow.

The CPRS Experience
by Elder John Larson, Administrator
Independence, MO

T

he summer months are an important time
for the administrative staff and the Board of
Trustees to review the most recently completed
year and consider the one upcoming. For
families, it is a time to participate in camps and
reunions, take an extended vacation, or spend
quality time together without the hectic school
year schedule. For some families, it is a time to
reevaluate their education plans for the fall. For
CPRS, that means seeing new families come
into the school, greeting returning families, and
wishing well those families that pursue other
plans.
Over the past eight years, the summer has also
been a time of hearing the unfortunate news
that another private school—and another and
another—has closed in the Independence area.
Since the recession of 2008, all of the K-12 private
schools in Independence have closed except
CPRS. While some people may think that the
closing of other private schools would benefit
CPRS, we have received only a few students due
to the closings. Furthermore, we take no joy in
seeing our neighboring schools close down. In
fact, since so many private schools have closed,
we have had to travel farther for sporting events
and other inter-school activities.
The fact is that families need a variety of
educational choices at their disposal when they
are considering how to school their children. As
we have watched so many private schools close
in the past few years, the number of educational
choices has steadily decreased. Thankfully, the
Lord has seen fit to continue the work He started
at Center Place Restoration School 24 years ago.
Throughout the 2015-2016 school year, the
Board of Trustees and I have been visiting
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various Restoration Branches to share about
the school’s program (spiritual, academic, and
financial components). Our aim has been threefold: to increase enrollment, to share with our
donors how we have spent our contributions
this year, and to invite the Branches to consider
CPRS part of their stewardship. My hope was
not, however, to “convert” the Saints to CPRS.
Rather, my desire has been to make the Saints
more aware of what happens at CPRS, how our
program operates, and what opportunities are
available at the school. I believe that there is too
little credible information circulation in regards
to the goings-on at CPRS. In fact, it was this
shortage of circulated information that nearly
prevented my employment at the school sixteen
years ago.
I was earning my education degree at the
University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls
when I first heard of CPRS. A friend of mine
visited me on campus one weekend and shared
with me a couple of pieces of information—
true information—about the school, and based
on those few facts, I decided I would never
work at CPRS. Upon moving to Independence,
MO, I made friends with a recent alumna of
CPRS, who shared with me a couple more
pieces of information—also true—about the
school. Based on those few additional facts, I
decided CPRS was the only place I wanted to
work in Independence. Within a few months,
I signed my contract at CPRS. After four years

CPRS Service Club, Zion’s Ambassadors for Christ.
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of employment, I realized how foolish I was
for dismissing the school based on a couple of
pieces of information, even if the information
was true—and I realized how foolish I was to
be so immediately gung ho for the school based
on just a couple of pieces of information. After
four years of employment, I knew that there
was so much more information about CPRS
that needed to be shared if families were going
to make an informed decision about where to
educate their children.
For that reason, two years ago we began
publishing monthly electronic newsletters
containing articles written by teachers, parents,
and students. I felt it was imperative that voices
from various vantage points be heard if the school
was going to be fairly portrayed. If you do not
receive the monthly newsletter, you can sign up
for free at our website (www.cprsgoldeneagles.
com). Also, if you have not had a chance to
attend one of our Branch Presentations but
would like to, or if your pastor would like to
schedule one at your branch, please contact Mr.
Larson at (816) 252-1715. You may also contact
the school to set up an interview and learn more
about the program we offer. Whether you are
considering CPRS for the first time or are a
long-time participant returning to the school, I
hope that you will learn more about the CPRS
Experience.

Testimonies from Nepal
by Bob Schrunk
Odessa, Missouri

the team of Ed Essig, Bob Schrunk,
W hile
Sheila Schrunk, and Sylvia Powell,

were doing missionary work in Nepal last
fall, we heard testimonies of how the Saints
experienced the earthquakes and aftershocks
and were spared major injury or death. Brother
Dil Gurung shared with us that during the first
earthquake which measured 8.4 magnitude,
their Saturday morning church service had just
finished at Satdobato Branch and the Saints
were leaving the building. He was upstairs
in their living space. He got to a doorway
as the earthquake began and was only able
to hang on as the building swayed to and
fro. The rest of the family and congregation
were outside in the courtyard. During the
second 8.2 earthquake, the family was out in
the neighbor’s garden. Rebecca, Dil’s wife,
told us that the ground was just rolling. The
courtyard wall is about 7 ft. tall and the iron
gate is on steel rollers in a track and it is 20 ft.
long. During the second earthquake, the gate
rolled open and yet neither Ed Essig or I could
find any damage or cracks in the foundation
or the wall itself or in any part of the church
or home except one small crack. After the
first earthquake the government would not let
them go back into their homes until all were
inspected. They made makeshift tent homes
out in the open spaces near Kathmandu.
Sister Rebecca shared her testimony about
how a few days before the first earthquake she
went to the market to buy their food for the
next week. Instead of going to a closer, smaller
market near their home she felt impressed to
go to a much larger market and buy quite a
bit more than their usual amount of food. She
thanked the Lord after the first earthquake

that she had been led by the Holy Spirit to buy
enough that they were able to share with their
neighbors also.
Dil reached out, by phone, to all the pastors
throughout Nepal and those in India to see if
any of the Saints were injured or had lost their
lives. He said the Lord greatly blessed them
with no major injuries, but some congregations
did have loss of homes and church buildings.
The priesthood traveled in the back country
sharing ministry and finances to the Saints.
Dil’s 105 yr. old grandfather was living much
higher up in the Himalayan Mountain Range
and his home was destroyed but he survived.
They greatly appreciated the funds sent from
the Saints in other parts of the world to help
with their relief. Some of the 17th century
Hindu Temples that were tourist museums
were totally destroyed in the earthquakes and
many lives lost.
We talked to the owner of the Mountain View
Resort where meetings were held about how
they were affected by the earthquakes. He said
that with the first earthquake, the three story
resort building swayed north and south a great
deal and then the second major earthquake
over 8 magnitude, the building swayed east
and west but no damage could be found in the
structure. He is a nonmember who showed
interest in our retreat classes, joined in our
circle prayer and accepted a Nepalese Book of
Mormon.
The Saints all share how they were truly
blessed by the Lord to not have major injuries
or loss of life. They appreciate our prayers for
the furthering of the Lord’s work in their area
of His vineyard.
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Domestic Outreach
Ministry in Canada and
the United States
by Deacon Jacob Roberts
Independence, MO

to bless the Saints outside
G odthecontinues
Centre Place and in Canada. We (High

Priest Paul Gage, Elder Leo Carroll, and Deacon
Jacob Roberts) traveled to Canada from May 212. We brought continued ministry to the Todd
Lavigne/Lloyd Mahoney families of Stoney
Creek, Ontario. The Lavigne/Mahoney family
continues to grow spiritually and has a great
desire to do the Father’s will. They have been
truly blessed in their scripture studies and
prayer time as a family. During our stay, our
classes and services revolved around questions
that the family sent to us before our trip.
They included the subjects about priesthood,
stewardship, baptism and other topics.
In one of our
evening services,
Crystal Lavigne
shared a testimony of how
God has protected
them from harm
while on the road,
saving them from
an accident by
hindering
them
with red lights.
She also shared
more about the
experience
of
how God lead us
together and of
the assurance she
was given that it
was from God.
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Todd Lavigne shared a testimony of how God
blessed him with a peaceful attitude when
thing weren’t going well at his job. Through this
change of heart, he influenced a coworker and
was able to share with him about the church
and why ministers were coming to visit.
Todd and Crystal asked for the Laying on of
Hands for their three year old son, Joshua
because they were concerned about his eating.
On our way home, we received a message from
Crystal that he was gaining a healthier appetite
and eating more. God is good!
We look forward going back in July when Dylan
Lavigne (who turned eight in March) and his
uncle Robert Willoughby (from England) will
make their covenant with the Lord and be
baptized. Elder Rex Monarch from Michigan
will join us for these ordinances.
Several families of the Saints were also visited
in Oxford, Michigan, Painesville and Dover,
Ohio, Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, and
Plainfield, Indiana. It is a great joy and humbling
privilege to serve
our
God
by
bringing ministry
to others. We have
witnessed great
faith and joy in
their walk with the
Heavenly Father.
Please
continue
to support the
missionary efforts
with your prayers
and
monetary
contributions.
There is still work
to be done and
people that need
the Gospel.

Women’s Retreat in
Parkersburg, West Virginia
by Karen Oliver
Columbus, OH
April 2, 2016, the women of Ohio and West
O nVirginia
branches were invited to a one day
women’s retreat hosted by the Parkersburg,
WV Restoration Branch of Jesus Christ. About
30 to 40 women from the branches of Kirtland,
Columbus, Lucasville and Lima, Ohio and from
Morgantown and Parkersburg, WV attended.
The theme was “Called to Be Women of Light”
with morning classes led by Sylvia Powell of
Lexington, Missouri Restoration Branch and Pat
Chadwick of Oak Grove, Missouri Restoration
Branch, each sharing scriptures and personal
testimonies.
Afternoon activities included an art/service
project led by Helen Cottrill of Parkersburg
Restoration Branch; sharing of testimonies and
the value of recording them by Renee Webster
of Kirtland, Ohio Restoration Branch; a song
service led by Heather Joyce of Morgantown,
WV Restoration Branch.

A Saint Turns 101
by William Settles
Aurora, Illinois
Settles of the
C leoAurora,
Illinois

Restoration
Branch
turned 101 on March 14,
2016. She was baptized
in 1937 shortly after
marrying Elder Arnold
Settles. Sister Settles
was a kindergarten
teacher for 22 years.
She also served as
congregational recorder
for 23 years among
other church duties. The Settles had two children,
William, who serves as pastor of the Aurora
Restoration Branch and Jo Ann Hughes. Her
husband, Arnold, passed away in 1992. Sister
Settles has been blessed with four grandchildren,
ten great grandchildren, and nine great-great
grandchildren.

A prayer and testimony service led by Elder
Jacob Cottrill, pastor of Parkersburg Branch,
allowed the women to share their praises and
concerns with the
Lord and each
other. Numerous
members
of
Parkersburg
Branch gave of
their time and
efforts to provide
breakfast, lunch,
and
dinner.
Everyone’s help
was appreciated.
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A Testimony of
Jesus Christ

fail them, no matter what comes up in this world,
charity is so precious, and it will never, never, never
fail, for “...charity never faileth” (Moroni 7:51).

by Vitaliy Surov
Salem, Oregon

My Testimony

11th-19th, 2016, was a special week. I had the
J une
privilege of attending the Odessa Hills Senior

by Frances Edwards
Barberton, Ohio

High Camp, of visiting His Saints in His Center
Place, and fixing my eyes upon His Glory. Coming
into camp, unlike the previous year, I endeavored
to be a blessing unto each soul there, and He gave
me the desires of my heart.
Throughout the week, He opened my eyes to those
who needed a helping hand, a warm embrace, or
a kind word, and His love in me grew as the week
progressed. In the beginning of the week, there was
a class on righteousness that Brother Brian Herren
taught, and He spoke of “doing the right thing, but
doing it for the right reason”. After that class, God
helped me search my heart, and I began to analyze
the decisions that I made, asking myself what I
was doing, and why I was doing it. Through this
analysis, He helped me quickly realize that a lot of
the things that I did were not for His Glory, though
I was endeavoring to be a blessing to people.
Beginning each day at camp, I would ask God that
He would help me to spend every single moment in
charity. Once I began to seek charity, every moment
of the day, the opportunities for service seemed to
double. I went from not only offering kind words
and giving hugs to my dear brothers and sisters, but
offering prayers with them and listening to them
as they shared their struggles. During the week,
charity seemed to have been rooted in me, and I
felt as though a small portion of our Savior’s love
found an everlasting dwelling place in my heart.
The charity that He has for His people is incredible,
and the more I realize how He cherishes not only
those who are strong and faithful, but also those
who are broken, those who are weak, those who
are hopeless, and those who seem to be unlovable,
I begin to adore Him more and more.
After that week of camp, I have a better sense of
His love, of His Son’s charity, and I know now, that
though the earth shall shake and men’s hearts shall
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to my fellow Saints and to all those
G reetings
who may read these humble experiences.
My name is Frances Edwards and I attend the
Barberton Restoration Branch in Ohio. Barberton is
near Akron, Ohio.
I had received my patriarchal blessing some years
ago through Bill Davies. In it the Lord expressed
that I should write down my testimonies or
experiences and send them unto Zion to encourage
others. I would like to share a few short accounts.
Years ago Don and Margie Levengood visited our
branch. Don spoke and while he spoke I witnessed
a glow about him of orchid and aqua blue. It was
just beautiful and amazing. This only lasted for
a minute or so and it faded away. This type of
experience happened a few years later at one of
our regional meetings. I was looking at Elder Lee
White and noticed a white glow around him. This
experience lasted only a minute and it also faded
away.
The next and the last time I was blessed to witness
this amazing sight was a few months ago, in early
2016. Elder Darrell Webster and his wife, Fran, were
visiting our branch and Darrell was preaching.
Prior to this Fran had gone to the doctor and
received some disturbing test results that pointed
towards cancer. I could see the concern on her face
when she shared this with our group. After Darrell
had finished preaching, our pastor, Elder Paul
Edwards stood at the edge of the rostrum, looking
over the congregation and asked if anyone desired
Administration. Sister Fran immediately raised
her hand and came forward. Elder Joe Easterling
anointed and Brother Edwards confirmed the

anointing. As they Administered to Fran, I saw a
white light come over Paul and sparks on top of his
head. I also noticed the room became dark as they
laid their hands on her head. Fran later received
news that she had no cancer. I believe she had a
marvelous healing. In my blessing, one of the
things that was mentioned was that I had a gift.
These heavenly views I received are part of the gift
that my Lord has blessed me with. It is such a great
honor to be part of the Church of Jesus Christ. We
are so blessed with the many promises of God.
May He give us strength to endure to the end.

I made a call to some people that had worked
for me in the past to find out that they were
currently unemployed, therefore we were able to
start work immediately. Everything in the inside
the building had to be removed. We could not
save anything except for a few books and some
items stored in the pastor’s study. We now have
added new windows, moved doors, put up new
roof supports, put up new walls, expanding the
sanctuary and dining area and installed a new
furnace and AC unit as well as all new electrical.
Pews were purchased from a church in Nixa, MO
and this was a really big blessing.

Rebuilding God’s House
Rayland Downey
Adrian, MO

We’ve truly been blessed in this rebuild and are
so thankful for all the help we have received. As
members of Christ’s church, we look forward
to seeing what God has planned for the Butler
Restoration Branch.

thoughts of doing some remodeling in
I’dourhadButler
Restoration Branch someday. Maybe

Run With Patience

moving a wall or two or painting, but never
thought I would be doing a complete rebuilding.
As I stood there watching the fire fighters put out
the smoldering fire that started in an old electrical
outlet, I thought to myself, I guess God wants me
to do it now.
Immediately after the news spread through the
community and someone posted on Facebook
about the fire, we started getting calls from
other Restoration Branches. We had several
offers of help. We even had some people from
Independence, MO come down a few days later
with some equipment and just started helping to
clean up. What a blessing to see people we didn’t
even know just jump in and help.
After receiving some bids, I saw that the only way
we would be able to afford this project and be able
to change the floor plan to better fit our needs,
was for me to do the rebuild. I have done some
remodeling and have built a couple of houses,
so I was able to get right to work. With my own
business and responsibilities, I know my plate
would be full, but also knew that God would
provide.

Elder James Daugherty, CRE Historian
Adrian, MO
a time that seems to be dominated
Wewithlive inspeed.
Many will use fast food

restaurants, buy fast cars, seek faster internet, eat
a instant breakfast, for the convenience it brings.
Impatience seems to be a characteristic of human
nature. It is believed, by most biblical scholars
that the reason why the New Testament scriptures
weren’t written, with the exception of Paul’s
letters, until thirty years after the crucifixion, was
that they expected Christ’s immediate return. The
apostle Paul, by nature was not a patient person,
but yet in several of his letters he counseled the
saints to be patient. To the Romans he wrote this;
2) “By whom also we have access by faith into
		 this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
		 hope of the glory of God.
3) And not only this, but we glory in tribulation
		also; knowing that tribulation worketh
		patience;
4) And patience; experience; and experience
		hope;
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5) And hope maketh not ashamed, because the
		 love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
		 the Holy Ghost which is given to us,”
Also in Hebrews, after recounting a number of
examples of faith in chapter 11, chapter 12 beings
this way;
1) “Wherefore, seeing we also are incompassed
		 about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
		 us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
		 doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
		 patience the race that is set before us;
2) Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
		 our faith, who for the joy that was set before
		 him endured the cross, despising the shame,
		 and is set down at the right hand of the
		 throne of God.”
To be patient, does not mean to not be aware of the
great need, in this the latter day, for the gospel to be
preached to all nations, including the United States,
nor does it suggest apathy or neglect. Consider the
words of Christ found in Luke, chapter 9;
59) And he said unto another, follow me. But he
		 said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
		 father.
60) Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury the
		 dead; but go thou and preach the Kingdom
		 of God.
61) And another also said, Lord, I will follow
		
thee; but let me first go and bid them farewell
		 who are at my house.
62) And Jesus said unto him, no man having
		 put his hand to the plough and looking back,
		 is fit for the Kingdom of God.
Jesus was not suggesting that one should not
honor his “father and mother” or that ones family
was unimportant, but the point he was making is
that there are always going to be excuses for delay.
This sin sick world is crying out for Christ, and the
message he brings. The hope and promise of Zion
is not just for us, but for the whole world.
Consider this latter day example where patience
was prudent and wise. When the Reorganization
first started, there was a great hope that Joseph III
would lead the church, and take over his father’s
work, so missionaries were sent to inquire of his
intentions. Joseph felt that they were pressuring him
to make a decision that he was unwilling to make.
But time was on the Lord’s side. In the summer of
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1853, Joseph had an experience with an angel of the
Lord that began his spiritual development. At the
time, he was contemplating his future in regards to
his role in the work of the church. While engaged
in these questions, he had a vision.
“While engaged in this contemplation and
perplexed by these recurring questions, the room
suddenly expanded and passed away. I saw
stretched out before me towns, cities, busy marts,
courthouses, courts, and assembles of men, all
busy and all marked by those characteristics that
are found in the world where men win place and
renown. This stayed before my vision till I had
noted clearly that choice of preferment here was
offered to him who would enter in, but who did
so must go into the busy whirl and be submerged
by its din, bustle, and confusion. In the subtle
transition of a dream I was gazing over a wide
expanse of country in a prairie land; no mountains
were to be seen, but far as the eye could reach, hill
and dale, hamlet and village, farm and farmhouse,
pleasant cot and homelike place, everywhere
betokening thrift, industry, and the pursuits of a
happy peace were open to the view. I remarked
to him standing by me, but whose presence I had
not before noticed ‘This must be the country of a
happy people.’ To this he replied, Which would
you prefer, life, success, and renown among the
busy scenes that you first saw, or a place among
these people, without honors or renown. Think of
it well, for the choice will be offered to you sooner
or later, and you must be prepared to decide. Your
decision once made you cannot recall it, and must
abide the result. No time was given me for a reply,
for as suddenly as it had come, so suddenly it as
gone.” Story of the Church, Davis, p. 400
Just as Joseph needed time for spiritual development
for the work he was called to perform, our Saints
in the restoration branches are given this time to
develop spiritually into the quality of Saints the
Lord needs before he will restore his church again.
Meantime we must “run the race with patience” but
with urgency for work we have been called to do.
The Conference of Restoration Elders was formed
in 1992, and continues to exist for the purpose of
assisting branches and Saints, in kingdom building
goals. If you would like to offer your help or
assistance please call 1-877-748- 8947.

Missionary Report from
Luzon – the Philippines
by Elder Murray Broughton
Euroa, Australia
Murray Brougton and wife, Delma, from
E lderEuroa,
Victoria, Australia, provided ministry

in the Luzon region of the Philippines from April
29-May 29, 2016. Sister Delma is a native of this
area. They went to Trece Martirez and had scripture
study. The next day included travel to Baclaran
where they were met by some of the Saints. Gospel
songs were sung for children outside on the streets.
This was followed in the evening with a study of
the Book of Acts, chapter 9. It was a spiritual night
as we studied. One day, they attended a wedding
at 9 am and then went back to Trece Martirez, and
where a scripture study was held in the evening.
From Trece Martirez they traveled to Puerto Galera.
A good trip singing hymns in the car while going
on a boat to the island of Puerto Galera. After one
hour on the sea, our destination was reached and
we were welcomed by sister Joy and her family.
Sister Joy is the only member of our church there,
but her husband and family are very supportive.
She teaches the children with the help of her family.
She goes visiting to the remote areas where she
asked the “Mangyans” to come down and study
the word of God.
The “Mangyans” people live in the mountain and
far from the civilization. At times, they come down
to the village to learn to read and write and be able
also to communicate with the village people. Sister
Joy is very kind hearted to teach them and help
them in any way. The Mangyans children received
the gift of Bob and Beverly Wilkinson who live in
Australia. In behalf of the Sunday school children,
“Thank you very much for your gifts, brother and
sister Wilkinson. You made them happy and we
thank the Lord for your kindness.
Later, the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was
observed. Priest Julius Candido was with us and we
had gospel songs for the children. Brother Murray
talked to the Mangyans with Julius helping to
interpret our conversation. Five families joined us
for worship. The Mangyans need help financially
and spiritually.

On May 5th, we traveled back to Trece Martirez,
visiting the Saints with Julius. On May 8th, we
left for Baclaran and then traveled to Antipolo.
Two people made a covenant with the Lord. I
baptized Jason Bernadas and Joan Mata. We had a
solemn and spiritual baptismal, confirmation, and
Sacrament service. On May 9th ,we travelled to
Agno Pangasinan, which is a long trip and arrived
before lunch. In the evening we had a priesthood
meeting. Because it is very hot in the afternoon, we
visited people in the morning each day and had
preaching service in the evening.
Joshua V. Datu was baptised at Aloleng Beach and
confimed during the night service. We left Agno
and went to Candon, Ilocos Sus where we have
a family of four members. We arrived there to the
open arms of a happy people. Chairs and tables
were already set up for our services. We had our
church and preaching service with the Saints and
others. We feel happy doing the work to spread
God’s word to the people who came from far places.
On Sunday, May 22, Elder Ace de Vera, Elder
Murray Broughton, Priest Julius Candido, Deacon
Richard Candido and Deacon Constantino Natino
Jr. were together with the Antipolo, Trece Martirez,
and some Agno Saints. The Saints shared in a
Sacrament Service, with several Administrations,
and prayer and testimonies. It was a very spiritual
time together.
Our short stay in Luzon, sharing the word of God
is really an eye opener for those people who have
not heard the gospel before. I love doing it and I
pray to God that He will give me good health and
strength to go on and continue the works which we
have started and to the people who accepted and
made a covenant to the Lord to be faithful to the
end.
We left Philippines on May 28th and arrived in
Australia on the 29th. I was asked by Pastor Geoff
Grayden to lead the Sunday service the next day
at Kelvin View Branch in Euroa. God gave me the
strength and guidance to do His will. We thank
our Heavenly Father for watching over us. Many
in the Philippines are in need financially, to help
with operations and keep their homes from being
seized by the banks. We are trying to help when
we can. A special thanks goes to Ernie and Virginia
Nilo for their great assistance each time we travel
to the Philippines.
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Dale Stafford and Rick Johansen were in Nigeria in November, 2015. Doug Smith, Cara Smith, Adam Brendel,
and Eric Woolery were in East Africa in December, 2015.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elder Brian Mundy and Seventy Richard Neill traveled to Germany in March of 2016.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina,
provide ministry in Mexico. David and Sara Schoff were in Honduras in January, 2016.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.

Australia:
		
		
		
		

The Saints in Australia continue to hold fast to the Rod of
Iron and serve the Lord wherever they are able. The three
branches, Brisbane, Euroa, and Tamworth keep the work going
in their areas. Planning is under way for the 2016 reunion,
Sept. 30-Oct. 3.

India/Nepal:
		
		

Elder Ram Baral traveled to Nepal in May of 2016 and will be
involved in missionary work in China, Nepal, and Tibet for six
months.

The Philippines:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The work in the Philippines continues to function in the
Mindanao area in the south and Luzon in the northern region,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair, Seventy
Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom completed a trip
there in the fall of 2015. In the Manila area, Elder Murray Z
Broughton and wife Delma, from Australia visit at least twice
a year. Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons
were in Luzon in May and July 2015, January 2016, and May,
2016.. The work has now expanded into the middle island, the
Visayans with several baptisms.

All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

ONGOING EXPENSES

As with everyone’s personal expenses, so it is with
the expenses of the CRE. Your continued support is
very much needed and appreciated.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue
depending on how many copies are printed, sent,
and the postal rates. The Tidings of Zion currently
goes into 4400 homes around the world, including
48 states of the USA as well as Australia, Belize,

Does Your Jesus Still
Hang On The Cross?
Does your Jesus still hang on the cross?
The smell of vinegar sour on His breath?
A crown of thorns pushed low on His brow?
Painfully hanging near death?
Does your Jesus still hang on the cross?
Broken and bloodied and spent?
Ready to give up the ghost?
For those who refuse to repent?
Does your Jesus still hang on the cross?
Beaten and mocked with contempt?
Dead at the hands of a mob?
Screaming “Crucify!” as Mary wept?
Why keep him nailed to the cross,
When the rock has rolled away?
Jesus has fled the cold, dark tomb
And speaks to us today.
Jesus is not dead!
He lives for a sinner like me.
His empty tomb is my symbol of hope,
That we’ll live eternally!

by Kathi Havener, Oxford, Michigan

Canada, England, Germany, Honduras, Ivory Coast,
Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and
the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”
As treasurer of the CRE I would like to thank you for
your response to the financial needs that were mentioned
in the last Tidings. Remember just as you have monthly
obligations to meet for your home the conference also has
monthly obligations to meet.
Ray Lane, Treasurer, CRE

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES
Oak Grove RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html

Waldo Avenue RB
https://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

CD’S, DVD’S

Many branches record services and will send copies
to those who so desire. One is Oakwood RB in
Michigan. Contact Dennis Smith at 248-961-6487.

READER’S COMMENTS
We appreciate the good work in preparing and
publishing the Tidings of Zion.
Eldon and Bonnie Anderson, Blue Springs, MO
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The Conference of Restoration Elders Resource Center (Office)
The CRE Office has many materials that are available to the Saints. The following are some of the areas or
topics for which information is available.
Books, Booklets, Papers, and Tracts.
Library: Many books, pamphlets, etc are available for perusal at the office or check out.
Music: CD’s and Tapes: Each Conference, Fall Gathering, Summer Series and other events are recorded and
then copied on CD’s or tapes as requested. Music CD’s are available by various artists.
Church School Materials: Student and Teacher Books, crafts, kits, etc.
There are too many items to list individually. If you have a question about a particular item, call the CRE office
on M-W-F between 10-4 or anytime and leave a message. Contact info for the office is on the inside front cover
of each issue of Tidings of Zion magazine.
Meetings and Classes: The office is available for meetings of the various councils and other type classes as
approved by the Coordinating Council of Elders (CCE) and scheduled through the Office Manager.
Branch and Organizational Mailboxes: Most Restoration Branches in the Center Place area have a mail box at
the CRE office. These are used when Branches or other groups or individuals, as approved by the CCE, have
informational flyers about activities and events to distribute to the Saints.
Contact the CRE office at: 1-816-836-3421 or online at eldersconference.org.

CALENDAR EVENTS
August 1-7
August 7-13
August 19-21
Sept. 9-11
Sept. 17-18
Sept. 24-25

NW Reunion
NW Youth Camp
Nebraska-North Platte
Family Retreat
NW Priesthood Retreat
CRE Priesthood Retreat
at Kirtland, Ohio
CRE Women’s Council
Retreat at Odessa, MO

Contact: Brian Herren
Contact: Kevin Herren
Contact: Wayne Godfrey

503-949-2482
503-562-9384
308-334-5622

Contact: Brian Herren
Contact: CRE Office

503-949-2482
816-836-3214

Contact Deana Griffin

816-254-2806

