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of disruption and fragmentation” (Conference Operating
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The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priest		 hood, as well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
•  Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on
			 behalf of the work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us
			 to defend and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the
			 critical issues now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel
			 as restored in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and
			 1993 Conference Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work
		 together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as
		 they are requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration
		 priesthood.
5. Offer support to the elders to take the gospel message to
		 the world.
The Conference is not the Church, but a gathering of the
Melchisedec priesthood to share in testimony, prayer, legislation,
and preparation to return to our branches better equipped and
unified to perform our duties to minister to our brothers and
sisters in Christ.
In addition, the Conference of Restoration Elders provides a
forum for Aaronic priesthood and member alike to share in
fellowship and to be nurtured in the Word. The Conference
helps the scattered Saints and isolated branches throughout the
world to enjoy the hope that we find in Jesus Christ and each
other.
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letters and e-mail, prepare publications for mailing, and more.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Hours may change. Please call ahead to be sure.

Table of Contents
2016 Restoration Branch Family Reunion &
Conference of Restoration Elders................................. 3
Remember Lot’s Wife
by High Priest Paul J. Gage............................................... 4

The Purpose of Prayer
by Elder James Daugherty............................................. 5-6

Excerpts from a Sermon
by Patriarch Vernon Darling............................................ 6-7

Life Lessons Learned in Nepal
by Sylvia Powell................................................................. 8

Void and Devoid
by Elder Frank Dipple...................................................9-10

Book of Mormon Lands Tour
by Elder Brian Herren................................................ 10-11

The Translation of the Book of Mormon into Swahili
by Frank Evan Frye.................................................... 12-14

CRE Women’s Council Brunch
by Rebecca Griffin............................................................ 15

Kirtland, Ohio Restoration Branch Community
Outreach
by Elder Jason Webster................................................... 16

Branching Out: Butler, MO Restoration Branch
by Elder James Daugherty............................................... 17

SEAAM Nepal /India Report
by High Priest Francis Harper.......................................... 18

Ministry in Luzon, the Philippines
by Elder Murray Broughton....................................... 19-20

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Elders Conference Schedule........................................ 21
Melchisedec Credentials Guidelines........................... 22
2016 Restoration Branch Reunions.......................... 23

CRE Office Contact Information
Phone: (816) 836-3421, (816) 836-2730
or Toll Free: (877) 748-8947
Fax: (877) 748-8947 (Please call before faxing.)
Website: http://www.eldersconference.org
Mailing address:
PO Box 4085, Independence, MO 64051

2016 Restoration Branch Retreats and
Calendar of Events......................................................... 24
2016 Restoration Branch Youth Camps.................... 25
Go Ye into All the World................................................ 26
Announcements............................................................. 27

2016 Restoration Branch Family Reunion &
Conference of Restoration Elders

T

he Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference
of Restoration Elders (CRE) are once again
sponsoring a combined Reunion and Elders
Conference. The Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Elders Conference will be held at
the Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/
Waldo Ave Restoration Branch from June 19 to
June 24, 2016.

Sunday
Diversity of Gifts, but the Same Spirit

As in previous years, the primary focus of
the week will be on worship, classes and
fellowship for all the Saints, classes and
meeting opportunities for all priesthood, and
opportunity for the Elders to meet in conference.
The overall theme, and daily themes for the
week are as follows:

Wednesday
Spiritual Gifts of Healing and Miracles

The Gifts of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 Now there are diversities of
gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences
of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit
is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning
of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues; But all these
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will.
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister
the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God - (I Peter 4:10)

Monday
Spiritual Gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge
Tuesday
Spiritual Gifts of Faith and Discerning of Spirits

Thursday
Spiritual Gifts of Prophecy, Tongues and
Interpretation of Tongues
Friday
Unto Whom Much is Given, Much is Required
We invite all restoration branch saints and
priesthood to consider participating in the
2016 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders. We believe
that this Reunion will once again be a wonderful
opportunity for the Saints to draw close to the
Lord and to each other.
You can register for the Reunion/Conference
online by going to the CRE website at
www.eldersconference.org, or by using the
registration form provided in this issue of the
Tidings. You can also go to the CRE website to
print out a registration form. There is only one
registration form for both the Reunion and the
CRE.
For more information, visit the CRE website,
or call the CRE office. Local calls: 816-836-3421
or Toll free calls: 877-748-8947. (Please leave a
message if no one answers)
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Remember Lot’s Wife
by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, MO
Luke chapter 17, Jesus was teaching his
I ndisciples
and others and in verse 6 He said,

“If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed,
you might say unto this sycamore tree, Be thou
plucked up by the roots, and be thou planted in
the sea; and it should obey you.” How important
is faith to keeping the commandments? Could
it be said that our faith is often weak because
we are not keeping God’s commandments?
Hundreds of times from Genesis to Revelation
and throughout the Book of Mormon and
Doctrine and Covenants, God has told his people
to “keep My commandments.” What part of that
do we not understand? It is, of course, easily
understood, but we make it difficult to comply
with because, as with Adam and Eve, we want
to do things, “Our Way.”
Jesus went on in His teachings to remind the
people about the days of Noah and Lot and
stated in verse 30, “Even thus shall it be in the
day when the Son of man is revealed.” He tells
us that when that time comes there will not be
time for us to “get our stuff,” or “return back.”
He then said, “Remember Lot’s wife.”
It should be very easy for us to remember Lot’s
wife, as nearly every kitchen, restaurant, etc. has
salt shakers in view. So, what was Jesus talking
about? We all know about Lot’s wife and the
whole family. Most of the family would not leave
Sodom, the angels had to take Lot and his wife
and two daughters out of Sodom because they
“lingered.” Do we linger in the world today and
wonder why we do not receive the healings and
blessings that are available through obedience
to God’s commandments? Each reader has to
answer that question for themselves, but I would
suggest that collectively as the “Body of Christ,”
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disobedience breeds lack of faith which leads to
the plagues of Egypt. I believe Deuteronomy 28
says it all.
Remember Lot’s wife? In Genesis 19:25 they
were told to “Escape for your lives; look not
behind you.” Remember Lot’s wife? What did
she do? Go ahead and say it out loud. SHE
LOOKED BACK! What happened to her?
Please don’t take this with a grain of sand or
salt. God does not play games with us. HE does
what HE says HE will do. Some say this story is
doubtful while others say there is a column of
petrified stone in that area which is “Lot’s wife.”
Regardless of what others say, God speaks and
acts forth rightly and it becomes our duty, if
we desire to share in His kingdom, to obey His
commandments.
Keeping God’s commandments means keeping
all His commandments and not just part of
them or the ones we like. In all situations, God
says, “If you will, I will and if you won’t or
don’t then I am not bound. DC 81:3. Read again
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Matthew 16:25-27; DC
83:8; DC 86:3c,d; DC 137:6 b; DC 138:3d; DC
140:5c and many others.
What about the promise in the prayers on
the Sacrament emblems? Especially on the
bread, as found in DC 17:22:d. “...that they
are willing to take upon them the name of thy
Son, and always remember him, and keep his
commandments which he has given them, that
they may always have his Spirit to be with
them. Amen.” Anytime we feel that we do not
have God’s Spirit with us as we would like,
what do we suppose the problem is as well as
the solution?

The Purpose of
Prayer
by Elder James Daugherty
Pastor, Butler, MO RB and
CRE Historian
the very beginning of the Restoration
F rom
movement, the church has received

questions from many sources relating to matters
historical and doctrinal. Literally thousands
of questions have been answered in various
publications, giving the best and most accurate
information available. Joseph Smith III, stated in
a Saints’ Herald article January 1879, “We hold
that man is not infallible, hence we make no
claim to perfection of judgment or knowledge,
and even feel to hesitate to declare what we
know.” With this understanding in mind, the
questions submitted to the church editors, are
answered by the best scholars in the church. At
various times, a feature called “Questions and
Answers,” appeared in the Saints’ Herald, but
was intermittent.
As the church grew, and moved from Plano,
Illinois to Lamoni, Iowa, there was an increased
capacity to publish church materials, and
there came, as a result, a desire to publish
a newsletter focusing primarily on church
doctrine called Zion’s Ensign, in addition to
the Herald. President of Seventy, Arthur B.
Phillips, was asked to editor a column called,
“Question Time,” for the Ensign. In 1923, the
two publications merged and “Question Time”
became a permanent Herald column. When
Brother Phillips became ill and could no longer
edit “Question Time” the church discontinued
the column, and started a feature called “New
Horizon.” In April, 1949 Question Time was
reinstated in the Herald.
In a May 3, 1947, New Horizons article, Apostle
Arthur Oakman was asked the following

question: Why pray, if God always does what
is best for the well-being of his people and what
will promote the furtherance of His divine plan?
Brother Oakman answered that God always
does the best he can for the well-being of every
one of his creatures, just as I endeavor to do the
very best I can for my own son. Besides creating
us as living souls, he has done the best he can, in
giving us our agency. That was the best he knew
how to do, but what does it mean. It means
that every rational being has the power to say
“yes” and “no” to divine mandates, and that
ultimately God takes responsibility for all that
we do. Thus while he is not personally the doer
of all that is done, eventually he comes unto his
own, and works his divine purpose in spite of
the sin of his creatures.
Since we are creatures, and limited, not knowing
what the best is that God has for us, we must,
of necessity, pray to him that his will may be
made known. Prayer is not a means of changing
God, but rather a means of aligning our natures
with his. A prayer meeting is not an organized
“gimme” raid on God’s bounty. It is the means
of enrichment and communion with Him.
Because we have said “no” to him so many
times and gone our own way, the best he knows
how do for us is to leave us to ourselves; and
while surrounding us with every inducement to
come back to him, he does not force us. Imagine
a son who never spoke to his father! Imagine a
father who did not speak with his son! As well,
imagine the Christian life without prayer. God
might do more for us if we were to seek him
more often.
Quite often our prayers are for family members
or our country’s leaders or events beyond
our control. There is tendency to become
frustrated because our prayers don’t seem to
make a difference. The thing we must always
remember is that God hears our prayers, but is
always in charge. He does not cause chaos and
dysfunction, but allows it to take place, for the
purpose of chastisement of a wayward people.
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The importance of prayer is that we establish
and maintain a relationship with our Heavenly
Father. When we arise in the morning, our hearts
and prayers should be full of thanksgiving and
praise, looking forward for opportunities to
serve him that day. As the work day begins, with
all the business it brings, find a few minutes
of quiet time, in prayer, to remember that we
need to be good stewards over our “flocks and
fields.” When we pause to eat our meals, even
if in a public place, quietly offer a prayer of
thanksgiving for the food. Also remember the
counsel of Alma (16:219-224), that when you
are not in formal prayer, you should carry an
attitude of prayer. It will give you an awareness
of others needs so that you may give words of
encouragement and hope to those who have
needs in their lives.
Relationships by their very nature are inclusive,
where both sides give and receive. Perhaps the
best example we can find, is in the covenant
we make, and often renew; that we take upon
us the name of Jesus Christ, and keep his
commandments he has given us, that we may
always have his Spirit to be with us. It is that
abiding Spirit, that lives within us, that makes
us a unique and peculiar people, confident that
God’s in charge, and he will bless each one who
honors him.
S. D. Gordon wrote these profound words”The greatest thing anyone can do for God
and man is pray. It is not the only thing, but it
is the chief thing. The great people of the earth
are the people who pray. I do not mean those
who talk about prayer, nor those that say they
believe in prayer, nor yet those that can explain
about prayer; But I mean those people who take
time to pray. (Samuel Dickey Gordon lived from
1859-1936. He was a noted speaker and author
having written 22 books entitled the “Quiet
Talks” series.)
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Excerpts
from a
Sermon
by Patriarch Vernon Darling
Oak Grove, MO

a patriarch for 28 years, long enough
I’ vetobeen
know something about what the Lord is

going to tell people. When I received my patriarchal
blessing in 1953, God told me two things which
stood out in my mind—to go beyond the service
of the gospel to build my soul on the depths, the
bedrock of spirituality, and that the quality of my
spiritual life is that which really matters. I believe
the deepest thing in God is His love.
As I have given patriarchal blessings for years and
years, one of the most interesting things to me is to
discover that the relationship between Jesus and
God is all important. It is really everything. Yet we
don’t focus on that very much. Jesus said, “I and
my Father are one” (John 10:30). In His prayer in
the garden before He went to the cross, He prayed
that His disciples might be one. He was talking
about you and me also. He desires that we might
be one with Him as He and the Father are one (see
John 17).
Eternal love has no beginning or end. Love is the
essence of the Lord’s nature, the root of who He
is, of His being, His perfection, and His love. As
He is divine, we are also called to be divine. There
is no beginning or end to His love because there
is no beginning or end to God. One of the basics
of theology is the relationship of Jesus with God.
The purpose of Christ’s whole being is to please
God. Think about that. Everything He does—
everything about Him—points back to His Father.
In describing Jesus, John records, “In Him was
the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and the
life was the light of men” (John 1:4). Looking
at that light enables us to see God. Jesus said,

“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”
(John 14:9).
Because we came from this divine light, we are
called back to live with the divine. When we were
created, God gave us agency, the ability to choose.
But with that agency we have become selfish. Do
we understand that only those who are like Jesus
are going to be where He is? If we are not like Him,
we are not going to be where He is. To become like
Him we must repent and change our lives.
Full repentance is not easy, but it is possible. We
can be God’s sons and daughters by choosing His
way, by hearing and doing His will, by yielding
ourselves to Him. This is the essential human joy.
I believe it is beyond our ability to understand
what joy we are going to experience when we
become His true children. People who have
passed through the veil and come back have not
been able to explain adequately what they saw. It
wasn’t theirs to tell.
I am convinced that there is not one person Jesus
ever met that He didn’t love. Even after the last
supper He told Judas, “What thou doest, do
quickly”(Mark 14:30). In that way Jesus protected
His betrayer. Do you think Judas could have left
if Peter had known where he was going? Jesus
protected him because He could not turn away
from what He had come here to do.
Were it not for the Father and the Son, no two
humans on earth would ever care for each other.
But because we have something of the divine
in each one of us, we have the capacity to love.
There is even something of the Spirit of God in the
spaces between each of us.
Jesus was talking to the scribes and Pharisees, who
were criticizing Him for associating with sinners.
He was trying to tell them what the Father was
like, and He related a parable that we call the
prodigal son. The younger son wanted to take
what he felt was his, even though it really wasn’t
his yet. He asked his father for his inheritance,
which he took and squandered until it was gone.
When he found himself feeding pigs in a pig pen
(a rather curious place for a Jewish boy to be), he
“came to himself” and said, “I will arise and go to
my father” (Luke 15:17-18).

The father was willing to welcome the wayward
son no matter what he had done. But the older
son couldn’t understand why his father wanted
to celebrate the son’s return. Isn’t that the way we
are? We don’t understand things we don’t want to
do. The father tried to explain, “This thy brother
was dead, and is alive again” (Luke 15:32). He had
come home with the right attitude. He had come
home to be with the father. The older brother’s
rebellion and sin was just as serious, perhaps even
worse than that of the younger.
The parable describes the very nature of God:
Although our sins separate us from Him, we have
the opportunity to choose to come back—through
the use of His gift of agency. We can then see in
Christ what being a son or daughter would be
like. Of all the things which I am grateful for, I’m
grateful most of all for God’s love, which provides
a way for us to return to Him.
God desires that we become the sons and
daughters of His soul, of His Spirit, of His love—
in the sense that we love as He loves.
God loves you because He is love; and Jesus loves
you because He, too, is love.

Doctrine and Covenants 18:1a-c
“I am Alpha and Omega, Christ
the Lord; yea, even I am He,
the beginning and the end, the
Redeemer of the world: I having
accomplished and finished the
will of him whose I am, even the
Father, concerning me; having
done this, that I might subdue all
things unto myself; retaining all
power, even to the destroying of
Satan and his works at the end
of the world, and the last great
day of judgment, which I shall
pass upon the inhabitants thereof,
judging every man according to
his works, and the deeds which
he has done.”

Tidings of Zion 7

Life Lessons Learned
in Nepal
by Sylvia Powell
September 28th Ed Essig, Bob Schrunk,
O nSheila
Schrunk and I left for Kathmandu,

Nepal for two weeks. Our mission was to teach
classes at their retreats about the love of the Lord
and His restored gospel. We did that but felt
we were preaching to the choir as we saw those
lessons daily put into action by our brothers and
sisters there.
I have never met more loving,
giving, charitable, sweet spirited, joyful, and
faithful people in my whole life.
From the moment we entered their home, Rebecca
and Dil Gurung and
their family welcomed
us with open arms. We
would all take turns
praying over the food
and I loved it when
one of them prayed
as you could tell they
were communing with
God on a very intimate
level. They served us
with such love. We
tried to help them but
their service was a gift they were giving to us –
how could we deny them that gift?
In their worship services they loved to sing –
sometimes for 30 or more minutes. I loved to
watch their joyful faces with their heads lifted up
in praise. There was not a doubt in my mind that
they were praising God from the bottom of their
hearts for all their blessings.
They truly do feel blessed – they have the restored
gospel! They understand what a gift this is. Just
a handful of them have desired to receive this gift
in a city of millions of people. Do we feel blessed
by this gift? Do we desire to share it with others?
Are we a walking billboard of God’s love? They
truly are.
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Another lesson I learned was what it really means
to be a faithful people. Some of our brothers
and sisters there sometimes don’t know where
their next meal will come from. One such family
invited us into their humble home for a meal. I
felt, as we were served very delicious food, that
their family might have to do without in order to
provide this meal for us but they were thrilled at
the opportunity given them to do this for us. I
was reminded of the story of the widow’s mite.
She gave her all – can we say we do the same?
Nepal, as a nation, is suffering terribly. Many
people were killed and homes destroyed in the
earthquake. The Saints there feel very blessed
that their homes and families were protected and
continue to thank God for His protection. They
are still having after-shocks as I felt one while I
lay in bed one night.
As I watched them deal
with the hardships
being placed upon
them by nature and
the nation of India
I marveled at their
resiliency. India is
their source for fuel
and they are no longer
supplying them.
If
it wasn’t for the
government opening
up their reserves the entire country would be at
a stand-still. People are waiting in line for up to
8 hours to get gas for their vehicles and then only
receive one and a half gallons for a motorcycle
and three gallons for their vehicles. Dil’s business
depends on fuel. This is a burden for him but
he knows God is in control so he leaves it in His
hands. What faith!
I will thank God for the rest of my life for giving
me the opportunity to go to Nepal. I learned
many life lessons there and I hope and pray that
those lessons will be reflected in my life. I thank
my brothers and sisters in Nepal for enriching
my life and reminding me, again, of what a truly
awesome God we worship.

Void and Devoid
by Elder Frank Dipple
Morgantown, WV
Satan, and he had a great chain
“Andinhehisbeheld
hand, and it veiled the whole face
of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and
laughed, and his angels rejoiced.” Genesis 7:32

I have been engaged in a long and terrible struggle
in which I feel that I have been attacked from
every side and in every aspect of my life. It has
been a time of deepest darkness. Had this time
been of a shorter duration, the impact on my life
may not have been so dramatic, but I’ve struggled
with this for the better part of two years. I was
in church regularly, and perhaps my brothers and
sisters at times thought I was just having a bad day,
when in fact the pressure and pain were so great
that I felt I would explode. My life felt like a dark
void from which there was no escape. I can best
describe it as a deep dark well with several feet of
mud at the bottom. Occasionally I would find a
foot hold but never enough to support my efforts
to climb out. Sometimes I would see a glimmer of
light and think I was making headway, but then
I would tumble back into an abyss that seemed
deeper and darker.
If you are wondering why I wasn’t praying, calling
on God, seeking administration, asking for help, I
did all of these things. I was finally able to realize
that my state was such that I wasn’t able to feel
or recognize God’s spirit around me. I know He
was there, but my suffering was such that I was
completely devoid of God’s spirit. My pain was
so consuming that it left no room for God. I was
in a void and completely devoid of God. God had
not left me; however, I was not able to clear my
mind and heart enough to find Him.
For most of what has transpired I blame myself.
I was too trusting of business associates, and I
never suspected the leaders of this country would
willfully destroy an entire industry. However,
they were able to remove 300 million tons per
year of clean coal burn from the power generation

market. The bulk of our finances were in a coal
mining operation, coal property, employees, and
machinery. We kept people working too long, and
it took a great deal of capital to do so. The process
of trying to pay bills, sell assets, and handle all
of the new and totally outrageous laws became
quite painful. It was not only a draw on my bank
accounts but on my emotions, health, and spirit as
well. I tried to believe that God would provide a
way out as well as the necessary elements to live
and survive. Fortunately, God did take care of us.
Every time a bill came due, the necessary funds
were provided, but I was so stricken with doubt
and fear that my faith had become sidelined, and I
found it difficult to believe what I knew to be true.
Funds had been lost that could have been a huge
help in the mission field.
During this process matters became complicated
when I contracted some animal bacteria which
colonized in my nose and sinus cavities. My
ENT doctor treated me with several courses of
antibiotics, cleaned out my sinuses, and then
sent me to a different ENT. The new doctor
decided on sinus surgery. After surgery and six
different antibiotics, I grew weak. The infection
had spread to my lungs. My autoimmune system
was compromised, and I was prescribed the
pneumovax injection and told to stay away from
illness. I saw a lung specialist and an infectious
disease specialist. In June of 2012, I was in the
ER doubting that I would survive. As if all of
this wasn’t enough, I fell and damaged my hip
replacement. It became very difficult to carry
out my ministry. Not only was it difficult to get
to hospitals to administer to folks, but standing
through an administration was nearly impossible.
Then one Sunday after I had preached which was
extremely difficult and painful, the pastor stood
and told the congregation that he did not agree
with what I had just shared. After the shock
wore off and I took a few minutes to reevaluate
my message, I realized I had left out half of the
message that would have clarified the points of
conflict. I learned a valuable lesson from this. If
the Spirit isn’t with me, I shouldn’t attempt to
preach the gospel. Words without the Spirit are
simply meaningless words that could do great
harm.
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“Now we have received, not in the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us
of God. Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.”I Corinthians 2:12-13
As my frustration increased, I became less able
to read or study. My prayers lost real meaning.
They became pleas for help, resolution for pain,
and restoration of lost funds. I had lost sight of
what prayer should be and could no longer focus
on prayers, readings, and testimonies. I was
floundering in darkness.
Early in the week before the Kirtland Priesthood
gathering in September, we finally decided to
conclude the business operations and forfeit the
bonds since there was no money left to continue
this tragic situation. Mainly because the state
continued to drag their feet and withdrew our
permits, in spite of the fact we completed the
reclamation of the mined property and some were
ready for release. Making this decision took a
great burden from me; I finally felt freed. I went
to Kirtland with great anticipation of worshiping
with the Spirit. I was finally able to know that
God was with me. I received a wonderful
manifestation of His Spirit in the early morning
prayer service.
Now several weeks after the gathering and
though the struggle is not complete, my prayers
are becoming more and more focused. I am
increasingly mindful of others, and I praise the
Lord of the universe. Though the dark one keeps
reminding me that he is not done, I confidently
pray that shortly the darkness will be gone.
I seek no pity by writing this, but I write it out of
concern for my brothers and sisters. I pray this
may prevent others from being drug into darkness
and becoming lost in self. I pray this testimony
may help our priesthood become aware of the
possible traps that can consume us.
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Book of Mormon Lands Tour
by Elder Brian Herren
Pastor, Salem, Oregon

S

everal years ago, the Lord opened our hearts to the
possibility of traveling to the Book of Mormon
lands. In August of 2013, Brother Travis Clark and I
were in Independence and had the opportunity to visit
with Lyle and Sherrie Smith. Brother Lyle spread out
maps on his dining room table and opened a whole
new way of understanding the Book of Mormon. We
invited them to share with the Saints of the Northwest,
and on February 22, 2014, we rented a hall. Lyle and
Sherrie taught classes on Mesoamerican archeology,
anthropology, linguistics, and culture. The Saints at
Salem, decided to travel to lay hold of these heavenly
gifts, and to do so under the guidance and direction
of Brother and Sister Smith.
As we prepared, I thought of a brother from a faraway
land who might also find value in such discovery,
and how his testimony might strengthen the great
work undertaken on the other side of the earth. I just
knew that Brother Eric Odida from Kenya, Africa
must join us! In August of 2015, as I was laying next
to Brother Doug Smith in Rwanda, Doug spoke
without knowing our intent, and he mentioned that
he felt it would be a blessing to Brother Eric if he was
given opportunity to travel to the Book of Mormon
lands. Doug shared that he had spoken to Brother
Lyle before leaving Independence, and that Lyle had
mentioned that he would be leading a group to the
Book of Mormon lands that very December. One
can imagine my delight. That group was ours! From
there, the Saints pooled their resources, united their
prayers, opened their hearts, and made the way for
34 souls to experience a trip to Mesoamerica, from
Africa and America, traveling between December
26th and January 6th. The following testimony is a
result of that tour:
“And when he [Jesus] was come nigh, even now at the
descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude
of the disciples began to rejoice, and praise God with
a loud voice, for all the mighty works that they had
seen; Saying, Blessed is the King who cometh in the
name of the Lord, peace in heaven, and glory in the
highest! And some of the Pharisees from among the
multitude, said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.
And he answered and said unto them. If these should
hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry
out.” (Luke 19:36-39)

kitchens, temples and tombs. This is where
it happened. I looked upon a great wall at
Kohunlich and began to picture how King
Benjamin might have delivered the word of
God to a people filling the courtyard below.
It made sense. The peacefulness at Dzibanche
and the raw beauty was so breathtaking that
I could not help but bow in reverence to the
God of Israel, the One who had inspired the
ancestral inhabitants of these sacred places.
God spoke to men there. He speaks to them
still.

As we explored the garden places of Quintana Roo,
Chiapas, and Campeche, the unadulterated beauty
was exceeded only by the testimony of Jesus Christ
which gave meaning to the beauty. If ever the stones
cry out, they surely bear record today a loving Savior
whose work and presence is etched in the collective
cultural record and archeological trailings of a people
descended from those who received ministry from
Christ Himself. To pass through the expansive ball
court at Chichen Itza and find a stony tribute made
to “the bearded white God” leaves little question
about the exposure the Pre-Columbian indigenous
populous had to our Lord and Savior. Even the
stones bear record of Him! To see the cenote (a
natural sinkhole resulting from the collapse of
limestone) where inscriptions on metal plates had
been discovered (Chichen Itza), a stone box with
rounded top just as Joseph Smith had once described
(Chichen Itza), and pyramids built in triad (Palenque)
reminded us again and again that the Spanish did not
bring Christ to the Pre-Columbian peoples…He had
already been there! Even the stones bore record of
Him. The Temple of the Cross at Palenque remains
a monument to His sacrifice and a promise to His
chosen peoples. The moat and fortification at Becan
brought to memory the scriptures found in Alma
21 and the imagery of Captain Moroni. The murals
and frescoes (technique of blending a mural painting
into a structure) at Calakmul were vivid witnesses of
the artistic expressions of those who benefitted from
the knowledge and culture of the civilized Book of
Mormon peoples. To walk amongst these ancient
stones held a beauty of its own, rising stunningly
and unexpectedly from jungle canopy, but to see
them bear record of Jesus Christ stirs something deep
within a believer’s heart.
Beyond the stony monuments, a people emerged in
my imagination as I walked through courtyards and

We traveled in a group of 34, God going
before us, guarding our flanks, keeping our
rearward. He delivered us, instructed us, and molded
us. To match the record of a thousand years, God made
of us His living temples. As the stones bore record of
Christ in their own way, we bore record of Him in
song, worshipping morning and night, and singing
with exuberance from the tops of pyramids 200 feet
tall. The young helped the old, and the old loved the
young. God made of us living stones, the kind by
which His church is built, and brought into perfect
harmony the stony past and the promised future. I
could feel His Holy Spirit at work in our quiet times.
We walked in the garden places of the Lord, moved in
awe along the Usumacinta River (Sidon), worshipped
in the lowlands (region of Zarahemla), and found in
every place the everlasting testimony of Jesus Christ.
God ministered to the native children at the hands
of our own. We gave and received in fellowship and
love. What a blessed respite to hold the hands of the
humble, the jewels of the earth, and those poorest in
resource. I will never forget when a boy who looked
to have nothing delivered into my hand a precious
rice paper candy. I realized that he had been given
the treat by one of our children, and having nothing
of his own, still thought it better to give into my hand
than to delight himself in the prize. How precious
our brothers and sisters in faraway lands! How Holy
the God that brings us together! How great are the
humble in the eyes of the Lord!
We did not travel to gain a reason to believe, or
evidence the substance of a faith firmly felt, but to
exercise it all in the presence of our Lord, for His
glory and honor and the vouchsafed testimony which
neither fades in time or falls with fear, saying “Saying,
Blessed is the King who cometh in the name of the
Lord, peace in heaven, and glory in the highest!” We
add our record to that of the stones and cry out in
unison, the dead and living: “Blessed is the King”.
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The Translation of the Book
of Mormon into Swahili
by Frank Evan Frye
Independence, MO
I was asked if it would be possible to go
I nto2010
Kenya to assist in the translation of the Book

of Mormon into Swahili. It was a chance to assist
in such an important task and also meet and work
with many of the Saints in East Africa. It would
be a joint effort between the African Restoration
Ministries (ARM) board of the Conference of
Restoration Elders (CRE) and the Joint Conference
of Restoration Branches (JCRB). The plan was for
the ARM board to provide the travel expenses
for the translation team members and facilities
where we would gather and work as well as much
of the food. The JCRB would be responsible for
providing my travel expenses to and from East
Africa, travel while there and my food for what
turned out to be nearly three months.
It is interesting that the Saints in Eastern Africa
chose to translate the Book of Mormon into
Swahili even though for many it was not their
first language. Many of the Saints there speak
Luo, Kisii and other smaller dialects in Kenya.
However, Swahili (also known as Kiswahili) is the
official language of many countries in East Africa.
It is used on international radio stations and in
the printed media. This makes it ideal to spread
the message of Christ in the Book of Mormon to
multitudes of people in the Arab speaking world.
The first thing to do was to evaluate what had
been done to see if it could be salvaged. That was
a challenge because I don’t speak Swahili. In 1968
I took an a course in linguistics at the University
of the Americas in Mexico City in which we made
an analysis of the Swahili language. Now over 40
years later the Lord was allowing me to be a part
of translating the Book of Mormon into that same
language.
It was decided to allow the members of the church
who both knew and loved the Book of Mormon
and the Bible to do the translation. We planned
to bring in members from all over Kenya and one
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from Tanzania to do the translation. The next
step was to develop a Swahili dictionary of all the
important words and phrases that are unique to
the Book of Mormon and Bible.
When translating the Book of Mormon into
another language, it is very important to preserve
the Hebraisms that have only recently been
discovered in its text. These Hebraisms are an
important witness that the Book of Mormon was
translated from a document that was written
by people whose original language was ancient
Hebrew.
The next thing that I had to do was to develop
a training class that would teach all the people
working with the translation what should be done
and what should be avoided.
The training course would include: a short history
and evidences of the Book of Mormon, the need
to develop and stick to the dictionary of names
and phrases, the need to preserve Hebraisms and
why, and also, and the reasons why the Book of
Mormon has been divided into chapters and
verses in two different ways.
In 2010 I had prepared the English translation
documents in multiple text columns and left them
with the teams for further work. The mistake
that I made then was in dividing the work into
documents that were far too large—each one of
the fifteen books of the Book of Mormon. We then
decided which teams would receive which books
for translation. However, if something were to
happen to one of these large documents—if it
got lost or damaged, and if it wasn’t properly
backed up—it would be a disaster. That is what
happened.
After returning to Kenya in 2014 I realized the
mistake, and began dividing up the Book of
Mormon into more “bite sized” pieces—into its
114 chapters. Each one had to be in a separate
document which would take much less time to
finish. Those documents would be given to one
of the six translation teams on a thumb drive to
transfer to their computer and back to mine. I
had to set up a spreadsheet to keep track of each

team, each chapter, its status, dates of translation,
who worked on it, totals, etc. In that way, as the
translation progressed we could roughly predict
when the project would be finished.
It took some effort to find and install the software
and documents on a computer for each of the six
teams. Since many of the men on the 2014 teams
were different from the 2010 teams, we had to
review the original Book of Mormon dictionary of
words and phrases. Some new words and phrases
were also added. We had to go through the class
on how to do the translation as basic training
again. Translation started slowly as each team
would come to me with questions. However,
as things fell in place, the translation advanced
much faster.

a month. Few people have such an opportunity in
their lifetimes. It was a wonderful experience!
The last chapters to be finished of the initial
translation were on September 4, 2014. By that
time, many of the men had to return home.
Brother Tom Okeyo planned a dedication service
which took place the next day.
Six members of the translation teams were able to
stay on at the facilities for another week in order
to review all the chapters that had been translated.
It was important to make sure that the reviewing
teams were not the same as those who had
translated that which was being reviewed. That
way it was less likely for errors to be overlooked.
In this way, the entire Book of Mormon was
translated in sixteen days
and it was all reviewed
in another week. What
an enormous task!

Each morning began
with a prayer service,
then announcements,
questions
and
answers.
Next
I
Every one of the team
taught a class about
members testified of the
the Book of Mormon,
life changing experience
the Bible or Church
that had happened
History. Then on to
during the weeks that
translating. As the
we lived and worked
schedule normalized,
together. None of them
many of the teams
had been together that
would be up to begin
long before—especially
translating before our
in such an intense
“Saints
involved
in
translation”
Frank
Frye
3rd
from
right
morning gatherings.
Scripture study.
Each evening ended with another class and/or
prayer service. Then on to bed, but as it happened
It was the desire of the Saints in East Africa that a
many of the teams worked far into the night:
report such as this be written and published. It is
midnight and up to three A.M. I had to work
their hope and faith that the Saints in the land of
late just to be able to stay ahead of the six teams.
Zion will work to “Be one; and if ye are not one,
Near the time we expected to finish, some of the
ye are not mine” (DC 38:6a, also see John 17:17–23
teams got up between three and four o’clock in
I.V.)
the morning to work until the rest got up to start
the day. The dedication of those Saints was truly
Several tasks remain to complete the work.
amazing.
Someone must design the layout of the book so
that when the text is ready, it can be placed into
Working together on such a notable task
that format book by book. While that is being
proved to be a great advantage for the project,
done, it is necessary to have one or more of the
because everyone left the cares of the world and
team members read the Swahili back into English
concentrated on the word of the Lord for more than
to a person that is knowledgeable about both
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language translation and the Book of Mormon. It
is hoped that this can be done by way of Skype
between Kenya and Independence. When that
final review is completed, the text will be placed
in the book design, and the details of the print
size, type of paper, kind of binding and where the
printing will be done will also have to be finalized.
Of course, the funds necessary to do all of this will
need to be raised.
A final word about who might use this translation
of the Book of Mormon. We know that the Book
of Mormon is to testify of God’s covenants and
blessings to the “Lamanites which are a remnant
of the house of Israel, and also to Jew and Gentile.”
It is to convince the world “that Jesus is the Christ,
the Eternal God, manifesting Himself unto all
nations.” (Book of Mormon, Title Page.) We are
also aware of the common belief that many of the
people in East Africa are of Israelite origin, as well
as some in West Africa and South Africa. Many of
those people speak Swahili and will benefit from
this translation.
For many years we have looked for ways to
witness to the Islamic nations of the world. They
have become increasingly aggressive against
Christians, Jews and the Bible. The Book of
Mormon speaks of the “Plates of Brass” 33 times.
They are to have a special witness to the world
before the end (1 Nephi 1:159–170, Alma 17:32–
51). They have been preserved by the hand of the
Lord so that he “might show forth his power in
them to future generations” (Alma 17:50). The
Brass Plates were brought from Jerusalem before
it fell to the Babylonians around 600 B.C. They
are described as being written in “the language of
the Egyptians.” (Mosiah 1:6). These plates contain
many prophetic books found in the Bible and
some books which are not included in our Bible (3
Nephi 4:71–73).
In particular, Joseph who was sold to Ishmaelites
by his brothers and carried as a slave into Egypt, is
said to have written a number of great prophecies
which are found on the Brass Plates (2 Nephi 3:1–
5). Joseph would have been educated how to read
and write in Egyptian when he became a ruler
there, and perhaps years before while in prison.
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Many generations later Moses was educated in
Egypt. He wrote the first five books of the Bible
and these we are told are contained on the Brass
Plates (1 Nephi 1:159). The history from the
creation until the reign of King Zedekiah of Judah
is recorded on them (1 Nephi 1:159–161).
There is a special prophecy in the Bible that I
believe speaks to this very situation. It is Isaiah
19:19-25 and would merit reading.
Can there be any doubt as to which ethnic group
of people these scripture verses refer? It is clearly
the nations of Islam. The Lord will remember
these nations and “send them a savior.” Who can
that be but Jesus Christ the Messiah! The printing
of the Book of Mormon into the language of many
of these people may be a catalyzing factor for
those nations to look to their true Redeemer.
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has set a
precedent for how ancient documents must be
treated. It will no longer be tolerated for so-called
experts to hide them behind closed doors for 40
years. The discovery of the Brass Plates which are
written in Egyptian will draw worldwide attention
to the rest of the promises of the Lord and to the
identity of the true Messiah who was born of a
virgin, ministered in the Land of Jerusalem 2000
years ago, died and raised from the dead, and
ascended into heaven with the promise to return.
Imagine the impact that will have upon the Jews—a
copy of their own holy book found in the New
World! How will it impact the Arab nations—a
copy of the Jewish Bible written in Egyptian?
How will it impact Christians and atheists alike?
This will be a world changing event, and our
combined effort to translate the Book of Mormon
into the language of many Islamic nations that
has taken so many years may very well serve as a
convincing witness to the descendants of Ishmael,
also a son of Abraham (half brother of Isaac and
father of many of the Islamic people around the
world), that Jesus Christ is their true redeemer.
The full version of this report with more
photos may be found at the CRE website at:
eldersconference.org.

CRE Women’s Council
Brunch
by Rebecca Griffin
Independence, MO
Women’s Council Brunch was held
T heSaturday,
January 23, 2016 at Waldo Avenue

Restoration Branch in Independence, MO. The
theme was taken from Colossians 3:17, “And
whatever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him.” (Inspired Version)
After registration, Ellen Winston led the hymn
sing which was followed by worship thoughts
with Mary Prater. Three presentations were
given relating to the theme. Susan Freeze
spoke about juggling schedules of being a wife,
mother, grandmother, and teacher, wearing
different hats to represent each role. Glenda
Buttgen dramatized her activity showing how
gossip and our actions hurt other people as
well as showing what kind of a person we are
when we act un-Christ-like. Her point was that
our words, deeds, and actions should reflect the
Lord’s work of love through us. Our lives should
show that we are a Zionic people yearning
to share our testimony with others. Jennifer
Loumiet spoke about her young life and how
perceptions and labels can be put on people at
each stage of life, starting in the early years and
continuing through adulthood. The thoughts
received through the presentations was that our

lives should reflect the work of the Lord and not
that of the world-no matter how life treats us or
what hats we wear. Music used in between the
presentations was given by Diana Ward, Sarah
Miller, Jessica Holmes, and Amy Jo Gillam.
Elder Jim Loumiet, from Waldo Avenue RB
was the pastor for the gathering and gave the
closing remarks. The women gathered in the
Sorensen Room for “brunch,” which consisted
of breakfast casseroles, fruit, muffins, and juice.
Each women was presented with a key ring
with the theme imprinted on it. The brunch
was well attended and enjoyed by all. It was
a wonderful time for women of the church to
gather for worship and fellowship.
Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
Priesthood Gathering, Saturday, January 30, 2016

High Priest Cloyce Coffman from the Maysville,
MO RB, led the opening worship at 8 am. Elder
Steve Kropp, pastor of the Wellington, MO
RB, taught a class on the theme: Take Up Your
Cross and Follow Jesus. The main scripture was
from Matthew 16:26-28 where Jesus challenges
us to take up our cross and what that really
means. Verse 26 defines what it means to take
up our cross. This verse is only found in the
Inspired Version of the Holy Scriptures. Brother
Kropp had a handout with many scriptures
and conducted the class in good fashion with
a lot of input and discussion from the 50 or
so priesthood. Elder Karl Anderson from the
Oak Grove RB led the afternoon class on “We
Would See Jesus!” The scripture was from John
12:21-28. He pursued the question by asking the
priesthood, “WOULD We
See Jesus?” and what that
means.
We may have plans for our
lives, but God also has a plan
for our life, SURRENDERD
ALL TO HIM. Elder Vim
Horn, Chair of the CRE led a
closing session.
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Kirtland, Ohio
Restoration Branch
Community Outreach
by Elder Jason Webster
Presiding Elder
the last three years, we at the Kirtland
O verRestoration
Branch, have had the

opportunity to play a more active role in our
local community. As participants in the Kirtland
Ministerial Alliance, we are able to interact with
church leaders from other denominations as well
as Kirtland City officials. We have been able to
establish relationships of mutual respect and
understanding, which have allowed us to reach
the community at large
When our branch first became active in the
Ministerial Alliance, no one there really knew
who we were nor had an idea of what we were
about. Most in the group thought that we were a
standalone entity and had no connections beyond
Kirtland. By attending the Alliance, I was able
to answer the group’s questions and share our
beliefs and history. I had been receiving so many
questions every time I attended a meeting that I
decided to print up pamphlets, which answered
the general questions of our origins, beliefs and
goals. This helped immensely to develop our
relationship with the body and bring us out of
obscurity. Once people knew what we were about,
they were very accepting of us.

1st Row
Elder Joe Webster
Elder Al Clough
ElderJason Webster, Pastor
Elder David Webster
2nd Row
Deacon Jeremiah Peterson
Elder Ron Burgess
Deacon Isaiah Peterson
Priest Pete Peterson
Elder Wes Hardin

16 Tidings of Zion

Additionally, our branch participates in
ecumenical community events and supports the
Kirtland food drive, through food donations,
monetary assistance and volunteering. Every year,
some from our branch will attend and participate
in the Kirtland Community Thanksgiving Service
held in the Kirtland Temple. This service is open
to the public and provides ministry during the
Thanksgiving holiday. A collection is taken up
during the service for the less fortunate. I have
had the privilege of giving the evening message
at one of these services. We also attend Christmas
services held in the Temple.
In March, the Mormon Historic Site will be hosting
a “Feast for Our Friends”. This event is modeled
on the feast that Emma Smith and the women of
the early Church hosted for the less fortunate in
Kirtland. The event is in its early stages, but I’m
hoping that our branch will be able to play a role.
Such an event is a great opportunity to share
with individuals who have a common religious
background and to help those who are in need.
Any time there is an opportunity for outreach and
to help the community, we try to take advantage
of it – working within our means.
Our participation in the Kirtland Ministerial
Alliance has been a very rewarding and uplifting
experience. It has been an amazing avenue for
community outreach and service, through which
we have been able to develop relationships with
local church and government leaders. The Alliance
has also allowed us a means for establishing our
branch as a caring member of the community,
and
I
think
that is most
important. The
communities
in which our
branches reside
must know that
we care, and
the Ministerial
Alliance is an
incredible means
for making that
happen.

Branching Out: Butler, MO
Restoration Branch
by Elder James Daugherty
Pastor
of 1992, a group of Restoration Saints
I ninMarch
the Butler, MO area formally organized
the Butler Restoration Branch. At first, we met
in various locations, but as we grew, it became
obvious that we needed larger facilities. In 1996
the Saints was able to purchase and remodel a
business facility into our church home.

On Sunday afternoon, January 24,2016, the
church caught fire from an electrical short in
a dining room wall. By the time the fire was
discovered the east wall and interior of the church
were destroyed. While the fire department
was still putting out the fire, the pastor of the
church across the street came over and offered
their help. Someone posted information about
the incident on the internet and early Monday
morning a couple from a Restoration branch
in Independence, MO showed up with boxes
of hymn books, and stayed two days, helping
salvage some items.
There is misconception among misinformed
people that the Restoration Branches won’t
cooperate, but this was far from our experience.
Virtually all Restoration groups in the area, as
well as dozens of individual Saints have offered
assistance in time and finances. At this time,
we are confident that insurance will cover the
cost to restore or rebuild. In the interim period,
the members of the Butler Branch are looking
at this incident as an opportunity to witness to
others of God’s love and blessings.
The church is its people, not its buildings. The
Saints in Butler are currently meeting in the old
Butler High School and the only thing that has
changed about our branch, is the location. With
God’s help, the future looks brighter than ever.

Salem, Oregon
The Saints in Salem are in the process of
constructing a new church building. Pastor
Brian Herren says that plans are well under
way. The building they had met in for 18 years
was sold to another church group and their final
service in the current facility will be March 27,
2016. Pray for the Saints in this new endeavor.
Morgantown, West Virginia
The Saints in Morgantown are also in the process
of relocating to a new church home. Pastor Larry
Cottrill has indicated that work has begun on
the new facility. The dates for completion are
yet to be decided. Please remember these Saints
in their building project.

DC 17:1a-c The rise of the church of
Christ in these last days, being one
thousand eight hundred and thirty
years since the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ in the flesh, it being
regularly organized and established
agreeably to the laws of our country, by
the will and commandments of God in
the fourth month, and on the sixth day of
the month which is called April; which
commandments were given to Joseph
Smith, Jr., who was called of God and
ordained an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be
the first elder of this church; and to Oliver
Cowdery, who was also called of God an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the second
elder of this church, and ordained under
his hand: and this according to the grace
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to
whom be all glory both now and forever.
Amen.
Church Anniversary: April 6, 2016...186 years
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SEAAM Nepal /India Report
by High Priest Francis Harper
Woodbine, Iowa
As of February, 2016
he mission fields of Nepal, Northeast India
T and
Sikkim are sheltered in the shadow of
the mighty Himalayas, the highest mountains in
the world. Eight of the ten tallest peaks on earth
are located in Nepal, or on the borders shared
with China-Tibet and India-Sikkim. Mount
Everest, straddling the Chinese/Nepal border
in northeast Nepal, reaches up to a height of
more than 29,000 feet, and is still growing.

The history of Nepal must also include Sikkim
and Northeast India, because in the late 1700’s
the Gorkhalis [Nepalese] had expanded their
territory to the Tista River in the east, which
would have included most of present-day
Sikkim, which is now included in the State of
West Bengal of India.
The Restoration Branch’s first mission to Nepal
was in January of 1998. Frank Frye, George
Thomas and Arturo Gomez were the first elders
to visit this area. Although the history of the
missionary work of the elders representing the
Restoration branches began in 1998, the teaching
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is taught in the
many Restoration branches around the world,
was limited to only one; Kuleshwor-Kathmandu
Restoration Branch, until the spring of 2006.
When I arrived in Kathmandu on May 3, 2006,
I sensed that conditions of Christian missionary
work in Nepal, Northeast India and Sikkim,
were probably more favorable than ever before,
even from the days of Jesus’ ministry in the first
century. Thirty-eight persons were baptized
within the first week after my arrival.
During the ensuing ten years, 2006-2016, the
number of Restoration Saints and branches
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Elder Hastaman Rai, pastor
at Geyzing, South Sikkim, India

have continued to grow, numerically and
spiritually. At present there are nine branches
with priesthood ministry in Nepal. Three of the
Nepalese branches are located in the capital city
of Kathmandu. The Nepalese branches are:
Satdobato-Kathmandu, East Central, 2006;
Gorkha City, Gorkha, West Central, 2006;
Sinamangal-Kathmandu, East Central, 2008;
Phikal-Ilam, East, 2008, Darchula, West, 2011;
Gurung Khola, Southwest, 2011, HattisudeHetauda, South Central, 2012, SurungaJhap, Southeast, 2013, Chabehil-Kathmandu,
East Central, 2014. The church was officially
registered with the government of Nepal as the
Church of Jesus Christ on July 2, 2012.
Total Membership in Nepal – 463; Total
Priesthood in Nepal – 31
Sikkim – Northeast India Report
Sikkim and Northeast India have six branches.
They are:
Siliguri Tea Garden, West Bengal, India, 2006;
Geyzing, West Sikkim, 2007;Namchi-Karek
South Sikkim, 2008; Singtam, South Sikkim,
2011; Seeyok Tea Estate,Darjeeling DistrictMirik, 2014, Chyangle, South Sikkim, 2014.
Total Membership in Sikkim/Northeast India –
92; Total Priesthood - 9

Ministry in Luzon, the Philippines
by Elder Murray Broughton
Euroa, Australia
Murray Broughton and his wife Delma
E ldertraveled
from Australia to the Philippines

to provide ministry in December 2015. They
arrived in Trece Martirez on December 24 where
they had a Sacrament service. They brought gifts
from Bob and Beverly Wilkinson, of Tamworth,
NSW Australia, which were distributed to
children in Agno,Trece, Martirez, and Porta
Galera Branches. The children were very thankful
for the gifts and wish to extend their thanks to
the Wilkinson’s. Several boxes of clothing and
rice were distributed to members in the flood
ravaged areas. Saints in Brisbane Australia had
previously sent money to the area which was
used to buy food.
Other activities were the blessing of a baby,
ministry to Sister Merly Nanasca, who is suffering
from kidney disease and not expected to survive,
as well as many others in the area. They walked
long distances to minister to these Saints and
request your prayers on their behalf.
On January 12,2016 they traveled to Candon
Ilocos Sur to visit Ronnie and Remy Datu and
their two boys. While there they participated in a
Sacrament service that included study and hymn
singing. Several members and non-members
attended and some Bibles and Tidings of Zion
were distributed.
In Porta Galera, Sister Joy Maranais is the only
church member. She is doing a really good work
in teaching children’s Sunday school class. As
part of the Christmas holiday, she organized a
“Christmas Share your Blessings” to indigenous
people called the “Mangysn Tribe” living in her
area which is Dalaruan.
The final days of the visit were spent in Trece
Martirez, Antipolo. Activities included a
Sacrament service, three baptisms and a business
meeting. While on this four week trip, a service

was held every night. We had to feed them
spiritually.

“My Testimony”
By Ludia Natino, Trece Martirez
Cavite City Philippines
I thank the Lord for all the goodness, kindness
and blessings to my family. Many times, I have
gone to different churches of different religions
to thank the Lord.
God is so good to send a person to teach and
preach the word of God. I thank the Lord
for sending Elder Murray Broughton as an
instrument to teach and study His word, and
especially to help people in need. Because of his
kindness and dedication to teaching and studying
the word of God, I decided to be baptized
and make a covenant with the Lord. Since my
baptism, I learned how to understand and keep
calm, especially if someone says something that
is not right. I have peace-of-mind with whatever
tomorrow’s trials may bring.
During Sunday services, I am so emotional and
tears flow, especially if we sing the hymns “Give
Me Thy Heart,” “Where He Leads Me,” and
“Never Alone.” It’s not tears of despair, but tears
of joy from my heart, and I know the spirit of
God is with me. Before I made my covenant, I
only listened to others’ testimonies, but now I
have the courage to tell my own.
I cannot thank the Lord enough for what He
has done for me and my whole family. I pray to
God to guide, direct, and help us to find a job to
sustain our daily needs. It’s only the Lord who
knows our weaknesses in our heart and mind.
God is so good, and there is no doubt about it.
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“This is My Testimony”
by Loida de Guzman
After my baptism on October 13, 2012, there was
a big change in my life. All the bad things that
were happening in my life, such as arguments
with my husband, especially if he was drunk,
seemed to change.
Now that I have joined the church and have been
baptized, my husband and I are happier, and our
life together is getting on the right path. I pray
that my husband might see and follow the right
way. I want him to become a follower of Christ.
Before my baptism, my husband didn’t respect
me at all. Because of my prayers, we respect each
other, and many other things have changed with
both of us.
My life after my baptism has been a second
chapter in my life given by God. I thank Brother
Murray Broughton, and that God has made him
an instrument to spread the word of God. If not
for him, I don’t know what life or love would
have meant for me. But most of all, I thank the
Lord Jesus Christ for His love and care for me
and my husband.
My husband and I don’t have much, but I am
thankful and appreciate what we have. We don’t
have much money or a big house, but we have
enough for everyday living.
I pray to God that He will give us good health
and strength to go on in this life. I ask for His
forgiveness for all the things that we have done
in our past. I thank Him for all the good things
and blessings we receive every day in our lives. I
attend church services and Bible studies, because
I want to listen and hear the word of God, which
is very important to me and my husband.
Although, my husband does not go with me, I
share with him the sermons and what we study,
and he is always willing to listen. I hope that he
will understand and accept what is written in the
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Bible. I have not lost hope, and I pray hard for
him that one day he will be one of us. Sometimes
my husband shouts at me, but I still talk to him
in a nice way, and I am happy that he listens.
Therefore, my sisters and brothers in Christ of
the Church of Jesus Christ and the leadership
of Elder Murray Broughton, I thank you for all
of your help and ministry to spread the word of
God. I was lost, but now I’m found. I still want to
finish reading the Bible. I humbly say that I am
on the right path. I study and follow the words
of God, and I attend church services and Bible
studies.
I thank Brother Murray for his continued work
for the Lord and his people for the goodness
and big change in my loving husband. God is so
good, and He has heard my prayers. I thank all
the missionaries who came and preached here in
Agno Mission. I thank them for their love and
support to all of us. Most of all, I thank our Lord
Jesus Christ for His love. We love Him, because
he first loved us.

Third Nephi 5:14 & 17 “And it came
to pass that the Lord spake unto
them, saying, Arise and come forth
unto me, that ye may thrust your
hands into my side, and also that ye
may feel the prints of the nails in my
hands, and in my feet, that ye may
know that I am the God of Israel,
and the God of the whole earth,
and have been slain for the sins
of the world. And when they had
all gone forth, and had witnessed
for themselves, they did cry out
with one accord, saying, Hosanna!
Blessed be the name of the Most
High God! And they did fall down
at the feet of Jesus, and did worship
him. “
Hosanna! Blessed be the name of
the Most High God!

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference Schedule
June 19-24, 2016

– Spiritual Gifts –
I Corinthians 12:4-11

The manifestation of the spirit is given to every man to profit withal - (I Cor. 12:7)
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God - (I Peter 4:10)
Daily
Themes

Diversity of
Gifts, but the
Same Spirit

Daily
Themes

Spiritual Gifts
of Wisdom and
Knowledge

Time

Sunday

Time

Monday

Spiritual Gifts
of Faith and
Discerning of
Spirits
Tuesday

Spiritual Gifts
of Healing and
Miracles

Spiritual Gifts
of Prophecy,
Tongues and
Interpretation
of Tongues

Unto Whom
Much Is
Given, Much
Is Required

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:30am to 6:30pm
Registration and
information desk will
be open from 2:00pm to
6:30pm

7:00 am

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

7:30 –
8:30

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Priesthood
Worship
Breakfast
and
Gathering
Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

10:30

Worship
Service

10:30

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

12:00
pm

Lunch (on
your own)

12:00
pm

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

2:00 –
6:30

Displays &
Exhibits
Open in
Gymnasium

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time or
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Classes or
Other
Scheduled
Activities
Free Time &
Other
Organized
Activities

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

5:00

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

4:00 –
5:00

Priesthood
Meeting
&
Worship
Dinner (on
your own

1:30

3:00 to
5:00
Monday
1:30 to
5:00
Rest of
Week
3:00 to
5:00

6:30

Song
Service

6:30

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Song Service
or Other
Activity

Dinner (on
your own)
Song Service
or Other
Activity

7:00

Evening
Worship

7:00

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening
Worship

Evening of
Sharing

Evening
Worship

Reception

Campfire

Refreshments

No Event

No Event

Campfire
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Melchisedec Credentials Guidelines
Amended April 6, 2010
The following guidelines will serve as the basis for seating all elders in the current assembly and in other CRE activities, and
continue in effect unless, or until altered through future conference action.
Participation in the Elders Conference shall be extended to authoritatively ordained Melchisdec Priesthood—
1. Who, currently function within a “Restoration Branch,” and whose office and ordination have been determined to be in
order by the Credentials Committee of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.(A “Restoration
Branch” does not accept such doctrines as the ordination of women to the priesthood , the serving of the sacrament to
persons without authoritative baptisms, or participate or accept the calling and ordination of men to priesthood offices
other than elder, priest, teacher, or deacon. Any branch previously engaged, or associated with an organization which
participated in such actions are required to renounce the same in order to be considered and function as a “Restoration
Branch.”)
2. Who, while not joined with a branch, have remained faithful to their calling by supporting the “Restoration Position,”
and whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials Committee of said conference, or
the Coordinating Council between conferences.
3. Who, for reasons of conscience or physical location have continued to minister within the framework of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints/Community of Christ, but who have not subscribed to, nor participated in any
divergent practices or doctrines, and whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials
Committee of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.
4. Who, have since then been affiliated with one or more of the factional movements—who are willing to renounce said
affiliation, and repent of any participation in divergent practices or doctrines including, but not limited to the rejection of
any subsequent ordinations, whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials Committee
of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.
5. Who, by accepting a call to the priesthood, have accepted the personal responsibility of maintaining the highest standards
of Christian conduct. Verified failure to maintain such standards may constitute grounds for denying or revoking one’s
right to voice, vote, and participation in CRE activities.
         • Upon the written statements of two or more credible witnesses to conduct on the part of a Melchisedec priesthood
member that is unbecoming a priesthood member, or conduct that is detrimental to that members’ ministry, or the
ministry of others, the Credentials Committee, or Coordinating Council between conferences, will determine
whether said priesthood member is eligible to participate in the Conference of Restoration Elders.
Circumstances or questions concerning eligibility of a Melchisidec priesthood member to be seated in the CRE that may
arise that are not covered by any of the above guidelines will be reviewed and acted upon by the Credentials Committee
on a case by case basis.
Appeals of the decision of the Credentials Committee for seating shall be made in writing and submitted to the CRE
Coordinating Council for review, consideration, and action. If the appeal is denied, and one of the parties involved desires
to appeal the decision of the Coordinating Council, a committee of seven Elders shall be elected from the seated body of
elders in conference to review and consider the appeal. The elected representatives will consider the appeal during the
convening conference, and render a decision that shall be final for that conference. In this way, the rights of the individual
and the rights of the body to consider matters pertaining to the conference will be preserved and protected.
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2016 Restoration Branch Reunions
May 30-June 4

Zion’s Ridge Reunion
Independence, MO
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

If any additional camps,
retreats,
or
reunions
should be listed or any
corrections needed, please
notify the CRE Office at
816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

June 4-11

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: odessahills.com or 816-230-4000

June 12-18

South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University
Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Richard Mark 816-795-5028
Registrars: Paul and Lynette Davis 816-795-0703

June 19-24

Restoration Branch Family Reunion & Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Independence, MO at Waldo Avenue RB/CPRS
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421, eldersconference.org
or POZ website

July 9-16

Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802

No Reunion

Orthodox RLDS
Odessa Hills Campgrounds

Odessa, MO

July 16-23

Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Dwight Staples 207-348-2420

July 23-30

Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Mic Coolman 712-310-7495

July 25-31

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208

July 30-Aug.5

Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-639-1752

August 1-7

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2482

Australian Reunion 2015 —
David, Melissa, Lauren, and Micah Game

Australian Reunion 2015 — L-R Ethan, Seth, Monique and Jacob Hummel

Australian Reunion 2015 — Choir
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2016 Restoration Branch Retreats and Calendar Events
APRIL 2016
Ohio/West Virginia
Regional Women’s Retreat Sat. April 2, 2016 Parkersburg, WV.

MISSOURI
Center Place Restoration School Play Fri and Sat. April 1-2
Call 816-252-1715 for details.

CRE/POZ
Sunday, April 3 Combined Sacrament Service and Prayer Service at Waldo. 8:30 am
Tues.
April 5
Church Heritage 7pm at Waldo/CPRS
Thur.
April 7
Church Heritage: Tour of Historic Home on W. Short St. 6-9pm
Sat.
April 9
Priesthood Gathering 9-Noon at Grain Valley RB

Colbern Road Preaching Series
Fri-Sun April 8-10		

Elder Frank Shepard

CRE Women’s Council
April 9
Spring Retreat at Missionary RB 9-noon
Contact Deana Griffin at 816-254-2806 for more details.

Central Missouri Youth Retreats
at Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO
April 9-10
Junior (Grades 4-6)

Northwest Region
April 22-24 Women’s Retreat		

Contact Suzy Herren 503-991-8137

Domestic Outreach
April 20-25

Stoney Creek Ontario Canada

Contact Paul Gage 816-833-6552

Northwest Region
May 13-15

Men’s Retreat at Yacolt, WA Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484

Nebraska-North Platte RB
August 19-21, 2016

Family Retreat at the church

Northwest Region
Sept. 9-11 Priesthood Retreat at Yacolt, WA Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484

CRE Priesthood
Sept. 17-18 at Kirtland, Ohio		

Contact CRE Office 816-836-3421

CRE Women’s Council
Sept 24-25 Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
Contact Deana Griffin at 816-254-2806 for more details.
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2016 Restoration Branch Youth Camps
IOWA
June 12-18

Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211

July 9-13

Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

GREAT LAKES REGION
July 10-16

Jr. & Sr. High Zion’s Youth Camp at Hawks, Michigan
Contact: Shaun & Michelle Turner 616-951-2138 0r 616-881-6309

July 17-23

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) at Erie Beach, Ontario CAN
Contact: Betty Lou Newman 519-734-1097

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO
May 22-28

Older Youth 				

Directors: Curtis and Vi Hallier

June 12-18

Sr. High (Grades 10-May graduates)

Directors: Stu and Milee Gage

June 19-25

Jr. High (Grades 7-9)			

Directors: Justin and Tiffany Jones

June 26-30

Jr. Camp (Grades 4-6)			

Directors: Wayne and Natalie Martens

Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or odessahills.com

RESTORATION CAMPING INC. RCIcamps.org
Go to the RCI website for dates of 2016 camps.
June 25-July 1
July 3-9
July 09-16
July 16-22
July 17-23
July 24-27
July 27-30

Mountain Camp: (grades 10-13) 		
Walk the Talk: (grades 10-13)		
Mammoth Camp:(grades 9-13) 		
Leadership Camp:(grades 10-13) 		
Bountiful (grades 7-9) 			
Tiona (Girls grades 4-7)			
Liahona (Boys grades 4-7)		

in Colorado
Odessa Hills
Lake of the Ozarks
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills
Odessa Hills

NORTHWEST REGIONAL
Aug 7-13

Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

TEXAS
July 6-10

2000 Strong Adventure Camp (Grades 3-college)
Wednesday July 6 at 5:00 pm to Sunday July 10 at noon
YMCA/Collin County Campgrounds, Anna, Texas
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Dale Stafford and Rick Johansen were in Nigeria in November, 2015. Doug Smith, Cara Smith, Adam Brendel,
and Eric Woolery were in East Africa in December, 2015.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elder Brian Mundy and Seventy Richard Neill traveled to Germany in March of 2016.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina,
provide ministry in Mexico. David and Sara Schoff were in Honduras in January, 2016.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.

Australia:
		
		
		

The Saints in Australia continue to hold fast to the Rod of Iron
and serve the Lord wherever they are able. The three branches,
Brisbane, Euroa, and Tamworth keep the work going in their
areas.

India/Nepal:
		
		

Elders Bob Schrunk and Ed Essig and Sheila Schrunk and Sylvia
Powell were in India and Nepal from September 28-October 15,
2015 for priesthood, women’s and youth retreats.

The Philippines:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The work in the Philippines continues to function in the
Mindanao area in the south and Luzon in the northern region,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair, Seventy
Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom completed a trip
there in the fall of 2015 and will be returning in April of 2016. In
the Manila area, Elder Murray Broughton and wife Delma, from
Australia visit at least twice a year. Delma is a native of the
Philippines. The Broughtons were in Luzon in May and July
2015 and January 2016. The work has now expanded into the
middle island, the Visayans with several baptisms.

All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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Announcements:

SHARE WITH US!

ADDRESS CHANGES

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Oak Grove RB
http://www.ogrb.org/video.html
Waldo Avenue RB
https://www.waldoavenuerestorationbranch.org

ONGOING EXPENSES

As with everyone’s personal expenses, so it is with
the expenses of the CRE. Your continued support is
very much needed and appreciated.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

There is a great need for additional help in funding
the Tidings of Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue
depending on how many copies are printed, sent,
and the postal rates. The Tidings of Zion currently
goes into 4400 homes around the world, including
48 states of the USA as well as Australia, Belize,
Canada, England, Germany, Honduras, Ivory Coast,
Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, and
the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”
As treasurer of the CRE I would like to thank you for
your response to the financial needs that were mentioned
in the last Tidings. Remember just as you have monthly
obligations to meet for your home the conference also has
monthly obligations to meet.
Ray Lane, Treasurer, CRE

READER’S COMMENTS

Thank you for the Tidings of Zion. I look forward
to receiving each issue. The articles and the
pictures are so good. Keep up the good work.
- Shirley Rowden, Sperry, OK
Thank you for your work in publishing the
Tidings of Zion.
- Marlene Coose, Lockwood, MO

We Serve a RISEN SAVIOR!
The most important doctrine of the
Christian faith is that of the resurrection
of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He
proved that He had power of sin, death, the
grave, and Satan. This doctrine undergirds,
permeates, and stands above all in our
faith. All four gospels bear witness of the
resurrection of Jesus as do the acts of the
apostles. Read I Corinthians 15 .
The books of Mosiah, Alma, Helaman, and
III Nephi in the Book of Mormon speak
directly of the resurrection of Jesus. Further
evidence of the resurrection of Jesus can
be found in the Doctrine and Covenants,
Sections 18, 34, 38, 39, 76, 90 and others.
With the Resurrection new hope came and
new assurance of the ultimate victory of
Christ’s kingdom upon the earth. Praise
God! Jesus lives and we truly do serve a
risen Lord.
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