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The True Meaning of
Christmas
by Elder James Daugherty, CRE Historian

W

e live in a difficult and complex world. There
are so many people at Christmas time that seem
to focus on Christmas parties, buying presents, Santa
Claus and “fun” activities. Stores and shopping centers
put up displays months in advance offering special
bargains on Christmas items, even though many do
not even refer to it as “Christmas.” However, there
are some activities that are very pleasant that take
place at Christmas time, such as family gatherings;
reading the Christmas story found in Luke 2; singing
carols and the joy of the sights and sounds that are all
around us.
The true meaning of Christmas is not in any of the
aforementioned things, but is inseparably connected
with the life, ministry, death, resurrection, and
atonement of Jesus, the Christ. The name“Jesus,”is
the proper name of our Lord. “Christ,” is a title added
to identify Him with the promised “Messiah,” the
“Anointed One.” His birth was planned before the
beginning of time in the courts of Glory.
Moses, in Genesis1-3, in the Inspired Version of the
Holy Scriptures, shares the following understandings
that were revealed to him. He recorded that God is
a Spirit, infinite and eternal, Co-creator of all things,
and that He has characteristics and attributes. Those
attributes are holiness, justice, love, and mercy, and in
the heavenly courts, pure love reigns supreme. After
creating all things, spiritually in heaven and then
physically on earth, God said, “And I, God, saw that
they were good.” God then desired family, sons and
daughters, and said to His Son, “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness.” Genesis 1:27.
Of all His creations, God only gave man his agency, the
ability to choose God and his ways, or to choose to do
what man believes is best. Because of having agency,
man eventually sinned; and because of God’s nature,
His justice declared that man must be separated from
Him. Thus, it became necessary, for there to be a plan
of salvation. A plan that would allow God to be able
to reconcile the conflict between His justice and His
mercy. Theologian Harry Rimmer states the dilemma
as follows:

“The chief attribute of God is Holiness. It is a
characteristic of holiness, that, being purity, it can
have no fellowship with sin. If God were unkind
enough to take an unsaved, uncleansed, unredeemed
sinner into His presence, the very holiness of God
would consume and burn that sinful person with a
suffering more fierce than the fires of Hell could ever
engender. So, because sin is an offence against divine
holiness, justice, which guards holiness, has said, ‘The
soul which sins must surely die.’ “The Magnificence of
Jesus, Harry Rimmer, p.71.
An angel, who became Satan, which in Greek means
“adversary,” came forward and offered to redeem
mankind by taking away man’s agency, and said, “...
surely I will do it; wherefore, give me thine honor.”
However, to take away man’s agency, is in direct
opposition to the will of God. This declaration is
plainly given in latter day revelation in Doctrine
and Covenants 22:23b, “...and there is no end to my
works, neither to my words; for this is my work and
my glory, to bring to pass the immortality, and eternal
life of man.”
In Genesis 3, it is the Son of God who comes forward
and says. “Father, thy will be done and the glory be
thine forever.” Christ was willing to come down from
heaven, live in a physical body, teach the gospel of
repentance and salvation and take upon Him the sins
of the world. In His sacrifice, both God’s mercy and
justice were satisfied. In the Book of Mormon, Alma
16:215-217, is a perfect scripture that illustrates this
principle: “ And behold, this is the whole meaning
of the law; every whit pointing to that great and last
sacrifice; and that great and last sacrifice will be the
Son of God; yea, infinite and eternal; and thus he shall
bring salvation to all those who shall believe on his
name; This being the intent of this last sacrifice, to
bring about the bowels of mercy, which overpowereth
justice and bringeth about means unto men that they
may have faith unto repentance. And thus mercy can
satisfy the demands of justice, and encircles them in
the arms of safety, while he that exercises no faith
unto repentance, is exposed to the whole law of the
demands of justice; therefore, only unto him that has
faith unto repentance, is brought about the great and
eternal plan of redemption.”
In Haggai 2:7, in the Old Testament, God stated; “And
I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come; and I will fill this house with glory.” The
desire for the Messiah; their Savior; their Redeemer,
to come, is caught up in the Christmas hymn, “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” This hymn has many
other verses.
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“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come thou wisdom from on high and order all things far and nigh,
To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in the ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind,
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease, fill the whole world with
heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.”
“And there were in the same country, shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks
by night. And lo, an angel of the Lord appeared unto
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them; and they were sore afraid. But the angel said
unto them, Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this is the way you shall
find the babe, he is wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
is lying in a manager. And suddenly there was with
the angel, a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest; and on
earth, peace; goodwill to men.” Luke 2:8-14.

ZION Requires Repentance
and Forgiveness to be of
One Heart and One Mind

Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, said in Matthew 6:13,
“And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those
who trespass against us.” Forgiveness is conditional
as verse 16 goes on to say, ...”but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father
forgive you your trespasses.”
We all, at times, throw the scriptures around as if
they applied to everyone else, but not us. DC 42:23
clearly outlines the process for repairing relationships
between the Saints. Also, according to DC 64:2,
forgiving one another is not optional. The scripture
states, “I, the Lord will forgive whom I will forgive,
but of you it is required to forgive all men. “It does not
matter what the offense is—murder, theft, adultery,
lying, gossip, etc.
Reconciliation may not always be possible because
the parties involved have their agency to forgive or
not, but forgiveness is required. True repentance and
forgiveness is not possible unless all parties involved
meet or at least talk to each other in an effort to resolve
the situation. For example, a person once sent me a
letter making accusations, etc. but did not sign their
name. Repentance and forgiveness cannot take place
unless the parties involved come together according
to God’s commandments. It is impossible to reconcile
with “ANONYMOUS”.
Zionic conditions are no closer nor any further
away than our relationships with others. When our
relationships with others are strained or severed, so
is our relationship with God. Matthew 5:25-26 is also
a clear indication as to how to resolve our differences
whether we feel we are the “innocent” party or not.
Forgiveness is a two way effort in order to establish
Zionic conditions.

I

The beloved Christmas hymn, “O Little Town of
Bethlehem” verse four says, “O Holy Child of
Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; Cast out our
sin and enter in, be born in us today. We hear the
Christmas angels, the great, glad tidings tell; O come
to us, abide with us, Our Lord, Immanuel.” Jesus, with
all His power, cannot cast out our sin and enter in to
our hearts unless we repent of our sins, seek to forgive
and be forgiven, and restore broken relationships. We
simply cannot be at odds with someone else and also
be one with God.

I feel that our spiritual conditions-as individuals,
families, branches, and the church-are not what
they should be because we choose to ignore God’s
commandments in regards to repentance, forgiveness,
and when possible, reconciliation. All of God’s
commandments are very plain and simple, as found
in DC 81:3.

In the New Year, 2016, don’t carry all your baggage
and bonds from the past. Do all you possibly can to
achieve a spiritual condition that will enable you to
be in Zion. As another well-loved hymn states, “Trust
and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in
Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, MO
n Doctrine and Covenants (DC) 140:5c we find
these words from God, “The work of preparation and
the perfection of my Saints go forward slowly, and
Zionic conditions are no further away nor any closer
than the spiritual condition of my people justifies.”

4 Tidings of Zion

What is Righteous Judgment
by High Priest Marlin Guin
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

T

he Lord always makes righteous judgments! We
certainly see this in the scriptures but also experience
it in this life and the next. He is perfect! Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten of the Father, was sent to make “righteous
judgment” possible!
“And lo, he cometh unto his own, that salvation
might come unto the children of men, even
through faith, on his name;
And he shall rise the third day from the dead;
and behold, he standeth to judge the world.
And behold, all these things are done, that a
righteous judgment might come upon the
children of men.” (Mosiah 1:103,105-106)
In this life, the Lord’s righteous judgments come upon us
in what we generally describe as blessings and judgments.
In the next life, righteous judgment is given as we stand
before the judgment bar of God. All are given for the
same reason and in support of the single purpose of God
for all His children.
“And he cometh into the world that he may
save all men, if they will hearken unto his
voice;” (2 Nephi 6:45)
“For this is my work and my glory, to bring to
pass the immortality, and eternal life of man”
(D&C 22:23b)
“I am come that they might have life, and that
they
might
have
it
more
abundantly”
(John 10:10)
“So that we ourselves glory in you in the
churches of God, for your patience and faith in
all your persecutions and tribulations that
ye endure; Which is a manifest token of the
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for
which ye also suffer;” (2 Thessalonians 1:4-5)
Thus we see righteous judgments are made with
illumination from the light of Christ and reflect the single
purpose of God through those making them.
We know God makes righteous judgments but what
about us? The Lord expects His people to make righteous
judgments. He has set the example and commands us to
follow Him. Jesus said to the people in the Americas:

“Verily, verily I say unto you, This is my gospel;
and ye know the things that ye must do in my
church; for the works which ye have seen me
do, that shall ye also do;
For that which ye have seen me do, even that
shall ye do; therefore if ye do these things,
blessed are ye, for ye shall be lifted up at the last
day.” (3 Nephi 12:34-35 RLDS)
We sometimes find this admonition to be challenging,
especially in our relationships with one another. Yes,
“righteous judgment” is required of the Saints!
“Now these are the words which Jesus taught
his disciples that they should say unto the
people. Judge not unrighteously, that ye be not
judged;
but
judge
righteous
judgment.”
(Matthew 7:1-2)
In our life’s journey, how do we respond to this
commandment? Today, many Christians recognize how
“political correctness” has permeated our society and
sometimes stands with intense opposition to the word of
God. In some instances, it has even become the law of the
land. One example is the ruling by the Supreme Court on
same-sex marriage, making it a constitutional right. With
that ruling comes the legal acceptance of homosexuality.
Another example is ongoing legal acceptance of abortion
in spite of recent revelations concerning Planned
Parenthood. There are many other examples requiring us
to make righteous judgments on issues of daily life.
From these types of positions, we hear those who
participate in such behavior frequently say: “don’t judge
me.” In other words, you have no right to say anything
about my life no matter what I do and should “mind your
own business.” They usually justify their response using
the previous quote from Matthew 7:1-2. Steve Harper
said this in his article, Judging with Righteous Judgment:
“This verse is most often cited when someone points out
a sin in the life of another and the accused one is then
quick to reveal the depths of their Bible knowledge by
citing this one verse - though they often do not actually
comprehend its proper meaning and application. Now,
even brethren feel compelled to use this as a defense [in
reality, a diversion] when their sin or worldly behavior
has been revealed. The fact is, Jesus was not forbidding
judgment completely - just unrighteous judgment. He
made that apparent when He then said, “For with the

Tidings of Zion 5

judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with
measure you use it will be measured to you” (Matthew
English Standard Version). Basically, Jesus is saying
should not judge others with a measure of judgment
would not want for ourselves.”

the
7:2
we
we

Even in the midst of all the sins and iniquities confronting
us today, we are still to make righteous judgments. This
further emphasizes the importance of the question:
what is the difference between righteous judgment and
unrighteous judgment? How can we know the difference?
Understanding the difference is important for our life’s
journey in harmony with the Lord and becoming one
with God and each other.
There are spiritual attributes attached to righteous
judgment that deserve our consideration and response.
They are scripturally based and help provide light on
how to determine whether our judgments are righteous
or unrighteous. There are many such attributes but let’s
consider just a few of them.
• Righteous judgment comes from those who diligently
seek the revelation of God as the one true source of
righteous judgment. Those who always seek to pray,
study, fast, meditate, ask, seek and knock before we
judge.
“And what added more to his joy, they were still his
brethren in the Lord; yea, and they had waxed strong
in the knowledge of the truth;
For they were men of a sound understanding, and
they had searched the scriptures diligently, that they
might know the word of God.
But this is not all: they had given themselves to
much prayer, and fasting, therefore they had the spirit
of prophecy, and the spirit of revelation, and when
they taught, they taught with power and authority,
even as with the power and authority of God.”
(Alma 12:3-5)
• Righteous judgment comes from those who are
diligently pursuing righteousness themselves. Those
who also see their own sins and iniquities and seek
to repent and follow Christ. Those who are humble,
forgiving and full of love. In other words: “Practice
what we preach.”
“And again, ye shall say unto them, Why is it that
thou beholdest the mote that is in thy brother’s eye,
but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?
Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out
the mote out of thine eye; and canst not behold a beam
in thine own eye?
Say unto them, Ye hypocrites, first cast out the beam
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out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”
(Matthew 7:4,5,8)
• Righteous judgment is founded on God’s love and
mercy.
“Yea, and he has made these things known unto us
beforehand, because he loveth our souls as well as he
loveth our children; therefore in his mercy he doth
visit us by his angels, that the plan of salvation might
be made known unto us as well as unto future
generations. O how merciful is our God!”
(Alma 14:38)
• Righteous judgment never condemns without also
providing a way to restore relationships with each
other and God. Jesus Christ, and His prophets, always
spoke of redemption even to those whom they openly
condemned. Judgment without also providing a way
back to oneness with each other and God is
unrighteous.
“And the way is prepared from the foundation of the
world, if it so be that they repent and come unto him;”
(1 Nephi 3:28)
• Righteous judgment must be based on the truth of
Christ rather than our traditions, personal opinions,
preferences, etc.
“Judge not according to your traditions, but judge
righteous judgment.” (John 7:24)
• Righteous judgment is never used to promote self
over others.
“He commandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts;
for, behold, priestcrafts are that men preach and set
themselves up for a light unto the world, that they
may get gain, and praise of the world; but they seek
not the welfare of Zion.” (2 Nephi 11:106)
• Righteous judgment is always used with intent to
establish peace, restore, heal, remove contention and
separation.
“And now it came to pass that Alma did walk in the
ways of the Lord, and he did keep his commandments,
and he did judge righteous judgments; and there was
continual peace through the land;” (Mosiah 13:64)
What are some scriptural examples of “righteous
judgment” among the people? The ultimate example is
Jesus Christ. Jesus condemned sin, declared repentance,
called out the Pharisees as hypocrites and still offered
himself as: “I am the way the truth and the life.” He

constantly proclaimed the way back to God with His plea
to “come unto me.” Two more examples of righteous
judgment come from John the Baptist and Samuel the
Lamanite. John was called out of the wilderness to declare
repentance and the coming of the Messiah. Samuel was
called from his Lamanite homeland to stand on the wall
of the great city Zarahemla and declare repentance and
the coming of the Messiah.

“There is Only One
Church of Jesus Christ”

It’s important to understand how John and Samuel are
examples of righteous judgment. Just like Jesus, they
both clearly told the people of the consequences of their
rebellion and “the axe was laid at the root of the tree.”
However, not only did they bring to light the sins and
iniquities of the people, but they also proclaimed that
Jesus Christ would come to redeem the people and
provide a way back to God. They loved God and the
people enough to speak truth in the name of Jesus Christ!
They also offered the people, through Christ, restoration
of their relationships to one another and Him! Righteous
judgment cannot exist outside this principle. Its purpose
is always to restore and recover and not just condemn
alone.

T

Today, how do righteous and unrighteous judgments
affect the Saints? One way is the minimal impact we
have upon the world by our silence. Using America as an
example, we can ask this question: how does a democratic
nation who polls between 60-70% as Christian, allow the
iniquities we see today to continue among us? Does this
deafening silence exist because the Christian church does
not understand the spiritual principles of “righteous
judgment?” The only way, in America, these iniquities
can exist is for Christians to exercise “unrighteous
judgment” rather than “righteous judgment.” In other
words, if it feels right, it’s okay to do it or we just don’t
want to get involved. Certainly in America, and probably
other nations, the larger Christian church has failed to
speak against these things. Also, even more importantly,
as we remember the spiritual attributes of “righteous
judgment” previously listed, we have failed to offer a way
back to each other and God through the truth of Christ.
Another way we are affected is evidenced by the Saints
being divided, scattered and separated. Both righteous
and unrighteous judgments have been made since the
beginning of the great and marvelous work. It seems
fair to conclude, we have become extremely skilled
at identifying problems but have yet to discover and
implement solutions that are pleasing to God. These
solutions must be divinely revealed. To that end, the
spiritual attribute of righteous judgment that always
offers a way back to each other and Christ, is yet to be
accomplished in a meaningful way. May we pray for and
seek righteous judgment among the Saints!
1

http://lavistachurchofchrist.org/LVarticles/JudgingWithRighteousJudgment.html

by High Priest Francis Harper
Woodbine, Iowa
here are tens of thousands of churches that claim
to be the Church of Jesus Christ in Christendom
today. This has happened in spite of the prayer of Jesus
in which he prayed “that they all may be one; as thou
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”
(John 17:21).
Nine years ago, in 2006, the late David Wilkerson,
well known pastor of the Times Square Church in
New York City, stated: “There are 27,000 Pentecostal
denominations in the world, and the Baptists are not
far behind.” In addition to the 50,000 Pentecostal and
Baptist denominations, there are many more thousands
of denominations, all claiming to represent the Church
of Jesus Christ!!
Years ago there was a program on television in which
three people claimed to be a certain person. Two were
imposters and one was the real person. After all had been
interviewed the host would ask, “Now, would the real
[individual] please stand up.” Today we are faced with
thousands upon thousands of churches to investigate
before we can determine the church we should join.
“Would the real Church of Jesus Christ please stand up!”
A friend came to my office recently and during our
conversation he read excerpts from an article by another
well-known Christian minister. In his treatise an issue
was addressed with which many people are struggling
today; finding the right church. His message was
entitled, “How to Recognize a Healthy Church.” The
author listed six qualities of a healthy church. I agreed
with each of the qualities as they are listed below. My
thoughts are enclosed within the brackets.
1) A healthy church glorifies God. [All of us need
		 to worship our Creator. “O come, let us worship
		 and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our
		 maker” (Psalm 95:6)].
2) A healthy church worships God with a genuine
		 spirit of devotion. [Church attendance should
		 engender within us a desire to devote ourselves
		 to God and His purposes. “Seek ye first to
		 build up the kingdom of God, and to establish
		 His righteousness . . .” (Matthew 6:38 IV; 6:33
		KJV)].

Tidings of Zion 7

3) A healthy church balances Biblical instruction
		 with application. [We need to practice that
		 which is taught in the Scriptures. “Be ye doers
		 of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22)].
4) A healthy church exudes warmth. [Jesus said:
		 “By this shall all men know that ye are my
		 disciples, if ye have love one to another (John
		13:35)].
5) A healthy church reaches out. [We need to be
		 valiant in testimony. “Let the redeemed of the
		 Lord say so . . .” (Psalm 107:2)].
6) A healthy church has a contagious style. [Jesus
		 said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
		 draw all men unto me” (John 12:32)].
Although I agreed with the six qualities of a healthy
church listed above, I felt the list was incomplete. I
believe a healthy church should include these additional
qualities or attributes:
7) A healthy church will be led by an authorized
		 priesthood, called of God. “And no man taketh
		 this honor unto himself except he that is called
		 of God as was Aaron” (Hebrews 5:4).
8) A healthy church will be teaching the doctrine
		 of Jesus Christ as it has been received from
		 heaven. As Jesus said, “My doctrine is not mine
		 but his that sent me” (John 7:16). Paul wrote,
		 “The gospel which is preached of me is not after
		 [of] man. For I neither received it of man,
		 neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus
		 Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12).
9) A healthy church will be faithfully keeping the
		 ordinances of the gospel as they were performed
		 in the New Testament Church. When Jesus was
		 asked, “By what authority doest thou these
		 things? And who gave thee this authority?” he
		 responded by asking a question: “The baptism
		 of John, whence was it? From heaven, or of
		 men?” (Matthew 21:21-23). All of the gospel
		 ordinances, such as baptism, confirmation and
		 ordination must be accomplished as they were
		 designed in heaven and performed by those
		 with authority from heaven.
10) A healthy church will be blessed by the power
		 of the Holy Ghost. “For our gospel came not in
		 word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
		 Ghost, and much assurance” (1 Thessalonians
		 1:5). This power will be manifested in the lives
		 of the members as they receive the gifts of the
		 Holy Spirit as they are listed in 1 Corinthians
		12:4-10).
11) A healthy church will be preparing for the
		 Second Coming of Jesus Christ and seeking to
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		 establish the cause of Zion; the Kingdom of God
		 on the earth.
12) A healthy church will be filled with prayerful,
		 penitent people with humble, contrite, and
		 loving hearts.
The pastor concluded his message with these words
of counsel: “Before you set your foot out your door, I
encourage you to ask God to lead you in your search,
and He will direct you to the right church for you.” I
wish he had not finished his words of advice with for
you. I believe he should have stopped with “He will
direct you to the right church.”
The words “for you” added to the final sentence seem to
imply that a church “for you” might be quite different
from the one that is best for your neighbor. In other
words, he seemed to be saying, selecting a church is
somewhat like selecting a salad at a salad bar! The truth
is this: There is only one Church of Jesus Christ, and
the Church of Jesus Christ is the right church for every
nation, kindred, tongue and people, including you and
me! See Revelation 14:6. God does not direct John Doe to
a certain church and Jane Doe to another one! “For God
is not the author of confusion” (1 Corinthians 14:33).
Paul asked, “Is Christ divided? (Ibid, 1:13). The answer
should be obvious.
When his disciples came to Jesus and asked, “What is
the sign of thy coming . . .?” He answered, “Take heed
that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ [I represent Christ], and shall
deceive many” (Matthew 24:4-6 IV; 24:3-5 KJV).
Paul, in his letter to the Corinthian Church, wrote: “Now
I beseech you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind . . .” (1 Corinthians 1:10). He
also wrote to the Saints of Ephesus: “One Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 4:5-6).
Jesus prophesied of the conditions we face today. He
warned that our day would be a time of great deception
and confusion. This has been caused by men straying
from His ordinances and breaking His everlasting
covenant. See Doctrine and Covenants 1:3d. Malachi
wrote, “Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone
away from mine ordinances and have not kept them.
Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the
Lord of hosts” (Malachi 3:7). Even Cain, a son of Adam
and Eve, rejected the words of the Lord and offered the
fruit of the ground, rather than the firstlings of the flock.

In spite of what appears to be a hopeless quest to find
the Church of Jesus Christ on the earth today, I am
here to tell you a remnant of his church still exists, and
“shall never be taken again from the earth until the
sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord in
righteousness” (John the Baptist, Church History, Vol. 1,
pp35-36).
Jesus was not unaware of our dilemma or predicament.
Neither were the Apostles Paul, Peter and John caught
off guard. Paul prophesied of an apostasy of the church:
“Yea, the Lord, even Jesus, whose coming is not until
after there cometh a falling away, by the working of
Satan, with all power . . . with all deceivableness . . . (2
Thessalonians 2:9-10).
Peter spoke of the latter days and of Jesus, “whom
the heavens must receive until the times of restitution
[restoration] of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began”
(Acts 3:21). John spoke of the church [the woman]
being taken from the earth for a period of 1260 years
(Revelation 12:5), and then of the gospel being restored
by angelic ministry. “And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people” (Revelation 14:6).
This restitution [or restoration], of all things began in
the early spring of the year 1820, when as 14-year-old
Joseph Smith, Jr., was reading his Bible, he was deeply
impressed by the words he read in James 1:5, “If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.” He had been troubled by the many churches, all
claiming to be the right one! He decided to ask God,
which church he should join. He wrote, “My object in
going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all
the sects was right? That I might know which to join. For
at this time it had never entered my heart that all were
wrong.” (Joseph Smith Tells His Own Story, p 6).
After he had knelt to pray, he was seized by a power
that nearly overcame him, but as he exerted all of his
strength to call upon God for deliverance, he saw a pillar
or shaft of light descend upon him, and in the pillar of
light he saw two personages. One spoke to him, calling
him by name, and saying, “This is my beloved Son.
Hear him.” Then Joseph asked his question: “Which of
all the churches [sects] is right?” He did not ask, “Which
church is right for me.”
The Lord’s answer was “that I should join none of them,
for they were all wrong, and the personage said to me

that their creeds were an abomination in his sight, that
those professors [Christian leaders] were all corrupt.
They draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me; they teach for doctrine the commandments
of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the
power thereof” (Ibid, p 6). See also Isaiah 29:26 IV; 29:13
KJV). Then a second time Joseph was told that he must
not join any of the churches.
Jesus has said more than once, “What I say unto one, I
say unto all men” (Mark 13:52 IV; 13:37 KJV). In other
words, what Jesus said to Joseph he says to each of us,
“Join none of them.” Jesus warned his disciples, “Beware
of the leaven [doctrine] of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:7
IV; 16:6 KJV). His message to us is the same—beware of
the doctrines of men!
The Church of Jesus Christ has always been led by Jesus
and always will be—yesterday, today and forever! How
can we be his church if we are not being led by Him,
hearing Him and heeding Him? We hear Him by reading
his written word in the Scriptures, and by listening to
His servants as they speak His word by the Holy Spirit.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “The gospel preached of [by]
me is not after [of] man. For I neither received it of man,
neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ...
I conferred not with flesh and blood. Neither went I up
to Jerusalem to them who were apostles before me; but I
went into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then
after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
abode with him fifteen days” (Galatians 1:11-18).
An angel said to Nephi, son of Lehi, “There are two
churches only: the one is the church of the Lamb of God
[Church of Jesus Christ] and the other is the church of
the devil . . . I beheld the church of the Lamb of God, and
its numbers were few . . . And their dominions upon the
face of the earth were small . . . (1 Nephi 3:220-221, 226,
228). Those who do not belong to the Church of Jesus
Christ are aligned with Satan! This behooves us to seek
diligently to be numbered with the Church of the Lamb!
See 1 Nephi 3:222.
Jesus had a discussion with His twelve disciples chosen
in America, concerning what they should call the church.
He said it should be called by His name if it is built upon
His gospel. But if it is built upon the works of men or
the devil, “they have joy in their works for a season, and
by and by the end cometh and they will be hewn down
and cast into the fire from whence there is no return” (3
Nephi 12:20-23).
In Section 1, Paragraph 5e of the Doctrine and Covenants,
the Lord stated, the church restored and organized on

Tidings of Zion 9

April 6, 1830 “is the only true and living church upon
the face of the whole earth, with which I, the Lord, am
well pleased, speaking to the church collectively and
not individually; for I the Lord cannot look upon sin
with the least degree of allowance; nevertheless he that
repents and does the commandments of the church shall
be forgiven.”

Church of Christ, in latter days, Rise, fulfill thy destiny,
Meet the challenge of this hour, Serve in love and unity.

Belonging to the only true and living Church of Jesus
Christ on the whole earth does not guarantee such
persons a free pass to celestial glory! Some, among the
few who belong to the one true Church of Jesus Christ,
become satisfied with just belonging. Jesus cautioned
those who have been blessed with much. He said, “For
unto whomsoever much is given, of him will men ask
the more” (Luke 12:57 IV; 12:48 KJV).

In the bond of Christ, we, too, Seek to build thy kingdom, Lord,
Implementing hope and love With productive skill outpoured.

The Israelites are the chosen people, but sadly, to date,
the majority have failed to live up to their calling. As a
result, Israel has suffered greatly. I must say the Church
of Jesus Christ is also failing to fully please the Lord.
Apostle Arthur Oakman lamented: “We [Reorganized
Restorationists] are so prone to be self-satisfied. We are
the “Chosen Ones.” We are the “Saints” with a capital
“S.” We are the “People of God” . . . do we seek first
[before all else] the Kingdom of God?
“Again and again the conviction of sin comes to the
assemblies of the Church. In times of inspiration, at
some reunion or prayer service, in the quiet moments
of meditation or under the flash of Divine Prophecy,
we are made aware of our besetting sins. Being made
aware of them, we highly resolve to put them away
from us. Then, oftentimes, we go out from such places
of inspiration and are again entangled in that against
which the Lord has warned us, and against which He
could not empower us to resist, because we didn’t
want him to. Following this debilitating procedure, we
rationalize our acts and excuse ourselves for what we
do. No Zion will ever be, as far as we are concerned, as
long as we indulge ourselves thus.
“Why,” saith the Master, “call ye me Lord, Lord, and
do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). Are there
in this Church of Jesus Christ those who have not yet
been made aware of their besetting sins? My brother, or
my sister, if you are not aware of your besetting sin(s)
you have not yet come to life! You have not received the
Spirit of Christ unto the remission of your sins!
“Still the cry goes forth to those who want to help the
Lord in His work of redemption [bringing souls to God]
. . . .” (Repentance for Zion’s Sake, Arthur A. Oakman).
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Church of Christ, at last restored, Bring the gospel for today.
Lead by revelation’s light Those who would his call obey.
Body of the Christ thou art, Now as in the years gone by.
May we, Lord, press on in strength, One with those who martyred lie.

Prosper thou thy church, O Christ; Still thy people guide and bless.
With thy grace divine sustain All who will thy name confess. Amen.
					Hymns of the Saints, #291

For those who might find it difficult to accept this
message: “There is only one Church of Jesus Christ,” I
suggest that you continue to search for the truth. Having
a love for truth is an absolute essential if we want to
avoid being deceived. The Apostle Paul wrote: “For this
cause. . . because they received not the love of the truth,
God shall send [will allow] them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-11). The
Lord allows us to exercise our freedom to choose, which
can lead us to deception!
Joseph Smith, III, expressed my sentiments when he
wrote: “I ask none to believe without investigation. I
desire that none may take hold of this work who doubt;
still I do not want one to believe on my words alone,
but ask each and every one to seek God in prayer for
a confirmation in [of] his faith” (From a letter written
from Smith to Charles Derry, dated July 13, 1861.
Autobiography of Charles Derry, pp 522-523).

Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE)
TREASURER’S REPORT
by Ray Lane

It is good that the response to the Missionary
Boards for support has been a positive one. The
work goes forth around the world.
It is also important to remember that the everyday
expenses of operating the CRE office needs to be
met along with the publication of the Tidings of
Zion. The Tidings of Zion is a good missionary
tool that is sent world-wide as well as the United
States. At present, with the contributions that
have been received, expenses are not being met.
Your help is needed. Thank You

The True Church of
Jesus Christ: One
Definition
by Elder Vim Horn

S

A New Covenant
In My Blood
by Elder Mick Ruch
Grand Blanc, MI
Mick and Shawn Ruch

tatement with Scripture References (References
from the Inspired Version of the Holy Scriptures)

We believe that there is only one true church of Jesus
Christ, and Christ is the head thereof; (Matthew
16:19; I Corinthians 1:2; Acts 20:28; Colossians 1:1520; Ephesians 4:13-16; I Corinthians 12:12-14; 27)
That the true church of Jesus Christ contains the body
of faithful believers who actively seek to practice
his doctrine in unity and fellowship; (John 8:31-32;
John 8:47; John 10:27-28; I Corinthians12:12-14; 27)
That the true church of Jesus Christ faithfully
represents and practices Christ’s doctrine; (Hebrews
6:1-3)
That the true church of Jesus Christ was restored in
1830 through the prophet Joseph Smith;
That the tenants of the church restored through
Joseph Smith represent the fullness of the doctrine
of Jesus Christ; and that it has the authority to
administer the sacraments and ordinances of Christ’s
Church. (Acts 2:42; Genesis17:4-7; Matthew 28:18-19;
Hebrews 5:1-5; Ephesians 4:11-14; I Corinthians12:28)
(The statement above is a compilation of definitions
taken from a variety of sources. – V. Horn)
Two Bethlehems in Israel;

Why was it so vital that Micah 5:2, Matthew 3:5-6, and Luke 2:4
all specify “ Bethlehem of Judea (Judah)? At the time of the birth
of Christ, there were two cities in Israel named Bethlehem. One in
Judea and one in Zebulun. Bethlehem of Judea is five miles(8 km)
south of Jerusalem, while Bethlehem of Zebulun is seven mile (1011 km) northwest of Nazareth, which makes the two cities about
65-70 miles apart.
So why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem of Judea? We find
the answer in Luke 2:1-4, “...And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David.) There is a city named, Bethlehem, in at
least five states of the USA, however, the Bethlehem in Zebulun
no longer exists.
It is said that Matthew, in writing his gospel, wanted to prove that
Jesus Christ fulfilled all the Old Testament prophecies referring
to the Messiah.

Jeremiah 31: 31-34
31-“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah;”
32-“Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers,
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; which my covenant they broke, although I was a
husband unto them, saith the Lord;”
33-“But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.”
34-“And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more.”
Nearly every time the Scriptures mention the Lord’s Supper,
the term testament or covenant is also used. I Corinthians
11:25 says, “After the same manner He took the cup, when He
had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood;
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”
A Covenant is a pledge, a guaranteed agreement based
upon trust. Covenants were arranged by mutual consent
between two parties. In the Inspired Version, it is referred
to as a testament. And we must recognize the importance
and depth of this covenant.
The word covenant means literally to “cover”, in the sense
of providing shelter, protection, or financial support. If
I cover a bill, I pay for it. If an insurance company says
you are covered - it means they will pay. In legal terms, a
covenant is similar to a contract, a treaty or a compact.
Some covenants involve an individual making a
commitment that affects others, such as a “last will and
testament.” So in other words to make a covenant is to
make a binding commitment.
What I am getting at here is the covenant we make when we
enter the waters of baptism followed by the confirmation
of the Holy Spirit.
In the Upper Room, Jesus and His disciples were celebrating
the Jewish Passover feast. This involved a symbolic meal
depicting the deliverance of the Jewish nation from slavery
in Egypt. The word “Passover” refers to the angel of
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death who passed over and spared the first-born of Israel’s
children. Several symbolic foods were eaten at this feast.
During the “Last Supper” Jesus took two of them, the wine
and the bread and used them for what we now call the
Sacrament of Communion.
The terms of Biblical Old Testament covenants were
confirmed with a sacrifice. Noah and Abraham didn’t go
out and hire a lawyer. They didn’t draft a covenant or sign
a document.
The Scriptures say that covenants were “cut.” In Old
Testament days the word literally meant “to cut.” God
was saying, in effect, “Do you mean business? Are you
sincere? Are you serious? Is this covenant really important
to you? If so, then take your best lamb and kill it. Put it on
an altar and cut it into pieces.” A blood sacrifice sealed the
covenant. Now remember this part! It says, “Take your
best Lamb!”
Through sacrifice we are forgiven. God doesn’t ignore or
overlook sin. It must be paid for. God’s justice must be
satisfied. Sin exacts a cost, a payment. Romans 6:23 says
what? “For the wages of sin is death…”
Before barcodes and electronic checkout devices, every
item in most stores had a price tag that clearly told the
cost. Sin, in God’s eyes, carries a very clear price tag –
PUNISHMENT. We can take the punishment, or we can
accept a substitute provided for us.
In the Old Testament, people would confess their sin, admit
their guilt, and then an animal would take their place. It
was usually a lamb. The animal was the substitute. The
one presenting this sacrificial offering was indicating,
“What’s about to happen to this animal is what deserves
to happen to me.” You see, without the shedding of blood,
there can be no remission of sin.
The way of forgiveness through animal sacrifice was a
precursor to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. In our scripture
reading, we heard where the prophet Jeremiah wrote,
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah…I
will put My Law into their hearts. I will be their God and
they will be My people…I will forgive their iniquity and I will
remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah introduced here - a covenant that had not yet been
“cut”. Centuries later it was realized as Jesus declared,
“This cup is the New Testament (covenant or contract) in my
blood.” It is a new covenant because God himself provides
the sacrifice in his son Jesus Christ. Jesus ratified the terms
with His own blood. Remember? – Your Best Lamb!
Sacrifices under the Old Covenant were temporary in
nature; they had to be repeated. In Hebrews, chapter 13
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verse 20 we find, “Now the God of peace that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Good Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant.” We see here
that the sacrifice of Christ is eternal and does not need to
be repeated. It was a once-and-for-all event. We do not
reenact Christ’s sacrifice; we remember it. “Do this in
remembrance of me.”
This new covenant is unconditional and undeserved. It’s a
covenant of grace. We can do nothing to earn it; we simply
accept and receive it by faith. We often disappoint our
Lord, yet He does not disown us. When we repent, we
are forgiven; we are covered under the terms of this New
Covenant. It is a promise He will never break.
Like a will that takes effect when someone dies, the New
Covenant was put into action at Jesus’ death. His death
marks the transition from the old plan to the new one,
canceling the former covenant. When we trust Christ, we
are covered by this new, eternal covenant and become heirs
of an eternal inheritance.
How do we show God that we accept His covenant? In
Old Testament days, after two people sealed an agreement
or contract, they would sit down together and share a
meal. Evidently there’s something about eating together
that binds people together. When we take the Bread and
Cup at the Lord’s Table, we show that we accept the terms
of this New Covenant.
What are the terms of this Covenant?
1. We are sinners and we are guilty before God.
2. We deserve punishment.
3. Jesus Christ, our Lord and in this case our
		 substitute, took our punishment. His blood was
		 shed for us upon the cross.
4. If we accept His sacrifice for us, then His blood
		 “covers” our sins.
5. We are forgiven on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice.
6. God then writes His Law on our hearts and
		 enables us to live for Him.
Once we determine that we are willing to accept the terms
of this covenant, once we humble ourselves before God,
once we come forth with broken hearts and contrite spirits,
and witness that we have truly repented and are willing
to take upon ourselves the name of Jesus Christ, Then
we are able seek baptism, confirmation of the Holy Spirit
and membership into His church. We enter into the New
Covenant.
Now let’s go beyond the importance of recognizing the
fact and depth of this covenant. Let’s look at the words
of the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 11:23-26 in which he
concludes, “For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup,
ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” These words ring
true even today as we continue to commemorate the death

of Jesus and celebrate the new covenant, that He brought to
us, through His Blood.

acknowledge the call? Will you act on the call? Zion is
dependent upon that. The choice is yours.

As we prepare ourselves to receive the Sacrament, there
needs to be a spiritual reflection. There is no possible way
to participate in the Sacrament of Communion and be able
to ignore the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. All that He gave up,
all the suffering, the rejection, the abandonment, and the
physically brutal death are all indications of God’s love for
us.

This Sacrament of Communion is a remembering of Christ
and all that He has done for us. It is a remembering of that
covenant that we entered into upon our baptism into His
church.

Why was all this done for us? In Romans 5:8 it says, “But
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” Christ suffered and died that
we could have life and a relationship with the Father in
Heaven.
I am asking you to reflect upon your own personal life. How
has Christ transformed your life? Just take a moment and
think about the ways the Lord Jesus Christ has changed the
ways you live. Imagine just where you might be without
the saving grace of Jesus Christ. We all have areas of our
lives that need some change or adjustment. Where could
you use some of Christ’s transforming power? He changed
me completely - and He will change you too - and make
you whole.
We all have areas in our lives in which we need spiritual
release. We need to be freed. Every person carries spiritual
baggage, in other words we have some issue or area that
troubles us or weighs us down.
Perhaps we seem not to be able to escape the pain of our
past or we are having difficulty recovering from the burden
of guilt. Maybe we cannot break habitual sins. Whatever
your concern, whatever your burden, take it to the Lord,
He can give you release. He will free you. He will forgive
your iniquities and remember your sin no more. He has
already paid the price.
He did not set you free - only to allow you to live below the
level of blessings He has for us. He has more for us in life but we settle for so much less. John 10:10 “The thief commeth
not, but for to steal, and kill, and to destroy; I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
Jesus wants the very best for you and for your life.
This is a time of spiritual renewal. II Peter 1:3-4 “According
as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life, and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue; Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises; that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust.”
Christ is calling us to a life of righteousness. Will you

It is because of this commitment that we take it so very
seriously. In His Church we do not have open communion.
However, we do look forward to sharing communion with
all. But not before they have entered into the waters of
baptism and have had the laying on of hands receiving the
Holy Spirit.
As a father myself, I understand a father’s love. As a father
it is my job to provide protection for my family. Any parent,
father or mother, has a need to nurture and protect. This
is why it is so totally beyond my ability to comprehend the
extent of the love that our Heavenly Father has for us.
He sent His son (remember – your very best lamb) to
endure a hideous death for the remission of our sins. And
to think that the very people that are to be spared can, if
they choose, turn their back on Him. I certainly would not
want to be part of that number. Fortunately for you and for
me, our Heavenly Father is a loving, forgiving God.
I want to close with a short story about a woman who
is dying of AIDS. A minister was summoned and he
attempted to share God’s love with her, but she was having
none of it.
“I am lost,” she said. “I have ruined my life and every life
around me. Now I’m going painfully to hell. There is no
hope for me.”
The minister saw a framed picture of a pretty girl on the
dresser. “Who is this? He asked. The woman brightened.
“She is my daughter, the only beautiful thing in my life.”
“And would you help her if she was in trouble, or made
a mistake? Would you forgive her? Would you still love
her?”
“Of course I would!” cried the woman, “I would do
anything for her! Why do you ask such a question?”
“Because I want you to know,” said the minister, “that God
has a picture of you on His dresser.”
You see, when we are in trouble, when we make mistakes,
He still loves us and forgives us. It’s like He has a picture of
each and every one of us on His dresser. May you forever
remember all he has done for you and the commitment of
that covenant that you have with your Lord.
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“The Heavens Declare the Glory of God; and the
Firmament Showeth His Handywork.” (Psalms 19:1)
by Elder Thomas Hoeh, Pastor
The Church of Jesus Christ Punxsutawney Restoration Branch, Pennsylvania

I

n July, 2015, Paul Gage visited our small
congregation which meets in my home. This
special occasion presented the opportunity to show
him some of the unique designs in the construction
of the house. Upon seeing how the stair railing to the
second floor and the loft railing was crafted, he asked
if I would take some pictures and write an article
about what inspired it for the Tidings of Zion.
First, a little background: besides my love for God
and the Restored Gospel, I also have a passion for
amateur astronomy. My hobby is astrophotography
(the photographing of galaxies, nebulas, planets,
comets and star clusters, as well as, the sun and
moon.) The closer these objects are studied and the
more knowledge that is obtained, the clearer it is
that their origin is divine. It is impossible for me to
look up at the night sky seeing the Milky Way stretch
from one horizon to the other, with stars numbering
beyond the ability of man to count them all, and to
not praise God for the beauty of his creation.
Therefore, it was only natural for me to incorporate
these two influences of my life into the construction
of my home. When designing the
railings, I merged the scriptures with
the stars of the night sky on forty
four individual glass panes, set into
nine oak panels that form the railings
for the stairs. Each glass pane has a
separate design. The designs range
from scripture verses with graphics,
star constellations, to the space shuttle
and the lunar lander. For each glass
pane a stencil was designed and hand
cut. The glass was then etched by
sand blasting and finally set into the
oak framework.
Some may ask, “How can a love
for God and Christ co-exist with a
passion for astronomy?” My answer
is, “How could it be any other way?”
One must take notice when studying
the scriptures that many of them
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mention the sun, moon and stars. There is a deep
connection with our faith to God’s creations beyond
this earth. The sun, moon and stars are used to help
us understand the glories of the resurrection. The
star of Bethlehem was a guide to the wise men who
were seeking the Christ child and helped announce
his birth. The day when there was no darkness at
the going down of the sun also announced Jesus’
birth. (Third Nephi 1:17). There are many more
examples that are easily found in all three books of
our scriptures. In conclusion, as we sing our praises
unto the Lord, we can find in over fifty hymns, from
the Hymns of the Restoration hymnal, reference to
these heavenly objects. I appreciate the opportunity
to share with all the Saints a sample of this work in
the pictures included with this article.

Domestic Outreach Mission Trip
by Deacon Jacob Roberts
Independence, MO

T

his is the ‘tidings’ of the journey of Paul and his
traveling companion, Barnabas? Luke? Timothy?..
no Jacob. This is a brief synopsis of Paul Gage and
Jacob Roberts’ missionary travels to Kirtland, Ohio,
Canada, Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana. Much needed
ministry, encouragement, and strength was given to
those Saints that are in isolated areas.
We attended the annual Conference of Restoration
Elders (CRE) Kirtland Priesthood Retreat on
September 19 and 20, 2015. There were 68 men of the
Melchisedec and Aaronic Orders that gathered for
classes, fellowship, and worship. The things shared
and spoken in the classes, prayers, and testimonies
were again a confirmation that we are not alone in
those things we each struggle with and those areas in
life where we need to make changes. We share many
of the same struggles but even more than that—the
desire to serve God and others in a greater way.
From Kirtland, we traveled to Palmyra, New York
and visited the Sacred Grove, Hill Cumorah, and the
Grandin Print Shop (where the Book of Mormon was
printed). As we took the tours at the Grove and Print
Shop we were able to share the testimony and purpose
of our trip and some of the differences between the
LDS and the Reorganization/Restoration with the
tour guides. They were gracious and open in their
sharing, asking, and answering questions.
Next we traveled on to the home of the LavigneMahoney family in Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada.
(See the issue # 112 of the Tidings of Zion, article titled
“Witnessing Through Social Media”.) We stayed a
week giving ministry through recreational activities,
classes, song, ordinances, and counsel. A few of the
topics taught and discussed were God’s Love, the
Kingdom, Eternal Life, the power of our words, and
how Jesus is the Light of the World. We also shared in
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. It was a great joy
for us to share with the family, to stay in their home,
and to deepen our relationship with one another as
well as with our Heavenly Father.
During the week we visited with a number of other
Saints, members of Crystal’s family in Canada and

members of the church in the USA on the way home.
Each Saint that we visited still has a vibrant and
strong testimony of God’s love and of His Church.
Each person visited received a brochure Paul came
across years ago titled Father’s Love Letter.
On Sunday morning, September 27, 2015, we attended
the Garden City, Michigan Restoration Branch. Paul
provided ministry through the Spoken Word. God
blessed Paul with the words that the congregation
needed. It was a good experience fellowshipping
with other brothers and sisters of the Church.
It was a truly Spirit led and filled trip and an enriching
time of fellowship and worship. The Heavenly Father
is so good to those of His Fold providing healing,
restoration, forgiveness, and strength. He has not
forgotten His Sheep! He loves each one deeply and
profoundly! God is continuing to work with those
that hear His Voice and those that have a desire to
return to and serve Him.

Glen and Connie Carnahan

Lloyd and Jean Mahoney

Don Batchelor, Wayne Schnell, Don Saul
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Leonard Else and Linda Omerod

Ivan Jones

Ron and David Baltzer
Wayne and Betty Lou Newman

Harry Price
Leo and Jenn Huard

James Mahoney

Keith, Macy, Israel Dabbs

Megan, Kurt, Sue, and Ethan Fishwild
Sarah, Rex, and Judy Monarch

All Saints and friends in Canada and the United States of America
are encouraged to contact the Domestic Outreach Program of the
CRE if you have any need for ministry. All contact information
is included on the inside front cover of every issue of the
Tidings of Zion. Contact can also be made with Brother Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com or 816-833-6552.

Carolyn Kilgore and Judi Cobb

The theme hymns for the Domestic Outreach Program are “Where He
Leads Me, I Will Follow” and “I’ll Go Where You Want Me To Go.”
Photo Credit: Jacob Roberts
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A Testimony of the
Holy Spirit
Rob and Rachel Willoughby
Slough Berkshire, England

U

p until the point in time that we now write about,
we have to say that whilst my wife and I would
have considered ourselves to be believers in the Lord,
we seldom if ever took any time to understand or talk
to him.
Rachel was brought up in a house where faith was
present all the time but by the age of 15 her life had taken
a different direction. Whilst she never denied her faith,
she didn’t actively seek to further her understanding or
take an active role in any church activities.
I grew up in a home where religion was never present
and never discussed. It was not discouraged but it was
not a subject that was ever promoted. I think it’s fair to
say I grew up in a spiritual desert.
When Rachel first introduced me to the inspired
version of the gospel, we tried hard to study but at that
time nothing seemed to connect. Living in England, we
felt very disconnected from the church and as a result
we drifted away again. So, approaching the events we
describe in the following passages, it would be fair to
say we were not overly interested or excited at first.
We were preparing for our annual trip to visit the
family in Canada, when we got the news that we
would be with them at a time when three members
of the family were to be both baptised and confirmed
into the church. Our first thoughts were, “Why do we
have to go, this is a waste of limited time that we have
visiting family?” We reconciled our desire not to attend
with the thoughts that we were going because that’s
what you do to support family. Despite not wanting
to attend because we felt faith was not in our life and
it would be hypocritical, we decided we wanted to be
there to show our support.
Something happened to us that weekend that changed
the course of our lives. We thank the Lord for this
experience.
When we first met the Elders (Fred Brown Sr, Fred
Brown Jr and Rex Monarch) Rachel remembered
them from when she was younger and went to church
camp. She commented on how they were just as she
remembered, which put her at ease right away. I also
felt very comfortable in their presence, despite having

just met them
for the first time,
which is something
that I remember
thinking was very
unusual.
We then all went to
the church where we watched the baptisms take place.
Rachel and I began to sense that there was more to this
than we had initially thought. I was starting to get, what
I can only describe as a sense of wellbeing coming over
me, and Rachel commented on the fact that there was a
very strong, positive spirit in the air. We both felt calm
and relaxed, which is something that had not happened
to us very often in the months preceding this event.
After the service, we went back to the house for some
food and family time. We still felt a sense of wellbeing
and happiness, which although slightly alien, was a
very welcome change.
That evening when we got back to the home of Rachel’s
parents, we both felt better than we had in a while. We
slept well and were excited in the morning to meet the
elders again and participate in the morning service. I
could not remember the last time I went to a Sunday
service, and like the baptisms the day before, witness
the power of the Holy Spirit. In Rachel’s case it had
been a long time, but we were 180 degrees away from
our previous day’s scepticism and couldn’t wait to get
to see everyone.
The sense of calmness and joy that filled me through
that service was almost indescribable, and slightly
overwhelming. I felt a level of contentment that I have
never experienced before. For Rachel, it was a sense
of wellbeing that left no doubt in her mind that the
that the touch of Holy Spirit that weekend had both
awakened her spirit and showed me the path.
Since that time we have actively taken up study and
prayer, and with help from Rex and Judy Monarch,
who Skype us every week, and Fred Brown Jr, who
works with us by e-mail. We have begun to open our
minds, and are starting to understand His word.
Being so far away, and having no priesthood close by,
we are very appreciative of the time that people are
giving us and the contacts that are being made.
It is our testimony that through the presence of the
Holy Spirit, we have been able to make some fantastic
changes in our lives. These changes have made us feel
so much more fulfilled and happy, than we thought
was possible.
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God’s Gift of Love
by Elder Hal Chadwick
Odessa, MO

I

was born a logical thinking person. That worked
well in my profession as a computer programmer,
but not so well in my marriage. My wife, Pat, and I
were born in the same hospital, the same year, one day
apart. We went to the same high school and started
dating at the end of our senior year. On our second
or third date I told her, “I am going to marry you
someday.” You see, logically she fit the requirements.
We both belonged to the church, had great parents,
and she was an attractive woman and I was a man. I
cared for her, even loved her, logically. I thought that
was enough. Later I realized I did not know the true
meaning of love.
Around our seventh year of marriage, we were doing
a lot of fighting and arguing. We had three children
under the age of six. I had the mentality that the work
in a home was divided logically. I went to work and
maintained the cars and yard, And Pat took care of
the children and the home. As I look back on it now,
I see how flawed my thinking was, but I couldn’t
see it at the time. Then extra stress was put on our
marriage when my father became terminally ill. Pat
was helping to care for him, plus our small children.
She also helped take care of my mother, who had
collapsed due to my father’s illness. When Pat asked
for my help around the house, I did it grudgingly if I
did it at all. My position was that she could handle it
if she was just more organized.
I was shocked one day after my father had passed
away and things seemed more normal, when she
said, if I didn’t change she wanted a divorce. This
caught my attention because it was so foreign to me. It
wasn’t logical. Divorce was not in either of our family
backgrounds. It also would mean that I had failed as
a husband. Again not logical, and went against my
pride. I did pride myself on doing what I thought
were my marriage duties to the fullest extent.
My Father-In-Law suggested marriage counseling.
We both reluctantly agreed. Pat was reluctant because
she was fed up with me, and didn’t love me anymore.
I hesitated because going to a counselor was like
admitting defeat as a husband. However, I did go to
the counselor with a logical list of Pat’s faults.
We couldn’t afford a marriage counselor, but at that
time, the church offered that ministry for free. We
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went to a counselor who was also an elder in the
church. As we went through counseling the gravity
of situation became more and more apparent. I did
not want a divorce, but I had destroyed Pat’s love for
me. She wanted out of the marriage. It was a low time
in my life, and I knew I was losing those things that
I held dear.
After our first visit with the marriage counselor, he
decided that we should counsel with him separately.
During one of the sessions with the counselor I hit
bottom, and felt as if I had lost all control. I asked the
counselor if he, being an elder, would administer to
me. He agreed, and when he poured the oil on my
head, I felt a warmth that started at the top of my
head and went down my body. As I think back on it
today, I don’t remember it going past my waist. I was
told that I was given the gift of Love. As I reflect on it
now, I know the heart is symbolically the center and
source of love. I believe the warmth was the Spirit,
and it was placing the gift of love into my heart.
When I went home that day Pat said that she saw a
change in me. I was a kinder and gentler person. She
thought that I was just being nice to stop a divorce
and that I wouldn’t stay that way. As time went by,
and we were working our way through some of
the issues, Pat was surprised that I was kind and
understanding of her feelings. This was a big change
for me, because feelings weren’t logical. In the past I
was often harsh and critical.
One of the things suggested by the counselor was
to have a date night once a week. I hadn’t realized
then that romance doesn’t end when you get married.
My reason for not going out was the lack of funds
and time. In our early marriage, with three small
children, money and time were always tight. The
counselor assured us that this was a necessary item
for a successful marriage. In my logical mind, it was
another item to check off the list. When we first started
dating we sat so close together that we both were in
the same seat belt. No shoulder belts at that time just
lap belts. On our first suggested date night, I wanted
Pat to sit in the middle of the car and use the middle
seat belt. She wasn’t comfortable with that idea and
stayed on her side of the car and cried. I could see we
had a long way to go.
As time went on, things got better and Pat became
convinced I had really changed. She would say that
God zapped me, but she had to work her way back
to loving me again. God blessed both of us during
this time. My response to things seemed so natural,
always kind and loving.

Several months later we were putting things back
together pretty well and we were having a discussion.
Suddenly, I reverted back to my old critical harsh
way of thinking and talking. It surprised me so much
that I thought,” What just happened?” It came to me
that God had given me the gift of love so that I could
experience it and understand it. Then the thought
came to my mind “I have shown you the way, now
you must choose which path to take”. The decision
was up to me to let the gift of love grow in my heart,
or be squelched.
Over the years since then, I can see many blessing in
my life that are the result of that gift of love that was
given to me. Like all gifts that are given, you have
to use and appreciate them. When I was ordained to
the office of priest, in the prayer, I was told I did not
always know how to love, but God had intervened in
my life and gave me the gift of love. I was also told
that I would have that gift as long as I stayed close to
him.
I thank God for giving me this gift of love. As I look
back at those early years of marriage, I regret that I
missed the opportunity to be a better husband and
father. I’m still not the man I want to be, but God is
not through with me yet.
Pat and I have had many happy years together. We
have been married 51 years and are grateful that God
loved us so much, that he helped us get our marriage
back together. I hope my testimony is a witness to
all, that God will work with anybody to save their
marriage.

Stewardship Is Response
adapted from a reprint from
Stepping Stones, January 1969

When you come to think about it, Stewardship covers a
lot of territory. It includes much more than our tithes and
offerings, although they are a very important part.
In the Doctrine and Covenants, Section 147:5 states,
“Stewardship is the response of my people to the ministry
of my Son, and is required alike of all those who seek to
build the kingdom.” How do we “respond” to the ministry
of Jesus Christ?
Also, from Doctrine and Covenants, Section 64:5a we read
this instruction from God. “Behold, now it is called today
(until the coming of the Son of man), and verily it is a day of
sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my people; for he that
is tithed shall not be burned (at his coming);...”
Do we really “sacrifice” for the Lord and His work, or is it
just something we do when we have time or the weather is
nice? We all should give deep thought and prayer regarding
these matters.
We are responsible to God, not only for our money, but
for our time, talents, and all aspects of our lives. Even the
words we speak are a part of our stewardship.
It is said that being good stewards over our possessions,
puts us in contact with the law of prosperity. The Bible tells
us about a man who increased his talents and a man who
hid his talents in the earth. The talents were taken away
from the one who did not use them and were given to the
steward who increased his talents. (Matthew 25:13-31)
We should be prayer and fasting as we seek God’s guidance
in all matters regarding the Law of Stewardship so that we
may be in compliance with His Laws and Commandments.
There are various materials, budget books, tithing
statements, etc. that are available. For more information,
please contact the CRE office. All contact information is on
the inside front cover of each issue of Tidings of Zion.

Hal and Pat Chadwick
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Sacred Places and
Sacred Time
by Elder James Daugherty,
Adrian, MO

T

he annual CRE priesthood gathering at the
Kirtland Temple, September 19-20, 2015, was
an opportunity for worship on holy ground. We
came not to worship the Temple, nor the Saints that
sacrificed so much to build it, but to feel the Spirit
that resides there, as we worship our Lord. Perhaps
President Abraham Lincoln, upon the dedication of
the cemetery at Gettysburg, caught a glimpse of how
we feel, “...We cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate,
we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far
above our poor power to add or detract.”
That same Spirit was with us from the time we came
together until we parted. The morning worship was
filled with prayers of humble men, desiring with all
their hearts to be better servants to our Lord and His
people. Elder Jason Webster, pastor of the Kirtland,
Ohio RB, led us in an excellent service of worship.
The worship was followed with a class taught by
Bishop Joseph Burkart, Chairman of the Coordinating
Council of Elders, (CCE) of the CRE The class
stressed the importance of each priesthood office
and it’s unique calling, observing that priesthood is
horizontal, not vertical, indicating that each office
has its own special ministry and is not above or
below any other office of the priesthood. The words
from the hymns, “A Charge to Keep, I Have,” were
emphasized many times.
Elder Howard Parker, member of the CCE, directed
the second class using the theme of, “Magnify Your
Calling.” The importance of being a mentor to new
priesthood members was just one of the many things
that was shared. Part of the class time was spent in
small group discussions, seeking answers as to why
we were there and why we had traveled so far, just to
come together for such a short time. Many answers
were given, but to sum it all up, we want to feel the
brotherhood and the close comradeship needed to
use our priesthood ministry as true servants of the
Master; and to be able to worship in the Temple
where Jesus himself had appeared to early church
leaders. The time we spent in fellowship with true,
humble brothers, was worth more than any amount
of earthly goods.
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The Saturday evening and Sunday morning services
in the Temple were spiritual highlights. To walk in
with the priesthood and feel the quiet, reverent spirit;
to look up at the craftsmanship in the windows as the
light streamed in; to sing hymns so familiar that most
did not need a hymnal, and to offer sincere prayers
and testimonies, from the heart, was truly a blessing.
We desired to hear the voice of the Lord say, as to the
prophet Isaiah, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8.

My Psalm of Praise and Thanksgiving
by Marge D. Machart

I praise Thee in thanksgiving for love.
Love within my family and of friends unified by Thee,
which has brought out the better part of me.
I praise Thee in thanksgiving for strength and health,
which enables me to work in Thy Kingdom while it
is yet day.
I praise Thee in thanksgiving for trust in Thee, that
causes me to believe the work I do is assigned by Thy
Son, and supported by Thy angels, giving purpose
and direction to my life.
I praise Thee in thanksgiving for beauty, beauty of
earth and beauty of soul of those around me.
I praise Thee in thanksgiving with my voice.
I shall endeavor to
PRAISE THEE IN THANKSLIVING WITH MY LIFE!

The Purpose of the Restoration Women’s Council
by Mary Prater
Independence MO

T

imes have changed and
the expectations have
changed in relation to the role
of women in society today.
Many more women are
having to work outside the
home either as sole providers
or to help make ends meet.
This places a greater demand
upon their time, making it
more difficult to participate
in church activities than in
the past.
Unfortunately, there has
never been a time when
there was a greater need for
women in the church. Their
role has not changed. They
are still the heart of the family,
the nurturers of the children,
and the helpmeets to their
husbands. It is usually the
women that organize the
fellowship suppers, and
bring meals to those that are ill or bereaved.
“And now, as ye are desirous to come into the fold of God, and to
be called his people, and are willing to bear one another’s burdens,
that they may be light; Yea, and are willing to mourn with those
that mourn; and comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and
to stand as witnesses of God at all times, and in all places that ye
may be in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and
be numbered with those of the first resurrection, that ye may have
eternal life:” Mosiah 9:39-40.
The Lord has placed within women a tenderness of spirit
that is perfectly suited to the tasks he has set before her. Each
woman has her own special gifts and abilities to offer. Many
women bring ministry through music, some are Sunday
school teachers, while others use their artistic talents to
beautify our sanctuaries and fellowship halls. More mature
women can be Godly examples and faithful prayer warriors.
“The aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as becometh
holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of
good things; That they may teach the young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed.” Titus 2:3-5.
The Restoration Women’s Council desires to help women
identify those special gifts that she possesses and assist her
in developing them for service. Stepping out of our “comfort
zones” is particularly difficult for women. Many women
have been inspired to take that step and move out in faithfilled service through attending the activities of the Women’s
Council. While being mindful of time constraints and family
obligations, the Council seeks to encourage women to spend

time in study, prayer and fellowship, alone and with other
women that will strengthen them and draw them closer to
the Lord and His purpose for their lives, whether that be in
service at home or their congregation or in a larger arena.
The purpose of the Women’s Council is to assist women of
the Restoration in developing a closer relationship with Jesus
Christ and with each other. This is part of every woman’s
stewardship.
The Restoration Women’s Council, under the guidance
of the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE), has the
responsibility to:
- Plan and organize instructional seminars for women’s
		departments.
- Plan and organize women’s retreats.
- Plan classes and activities for women during the annual
		 conference of the CRE.
- Create and distribute a Newsletter that provides
		 inspiring articles, testimonies and information about
		 upcoming RWC events.
- Provide informative articles for Tidings of Zion.
- Accept assignments to reunions, institutes, and retreats,
		 wherever there is a need for their service.
It is the desire of the Council to represent the women from
all branches.
Council members for 2015-2016 are: Deana Griffin, Chair,
Waldo Ave. RB, Suzanne Bendorf, Warrensburg RB, Tiffany
Jones, Buckner RB, Elyse McLeod, Outreach RB, Sylvia
Powell, Lexington RB, Mary Prater, Waldo Ave. RB, and
Jennifer Raffety, Mt. Zion RB.
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Pleasing Unto God
by Elder Paul Frinsthal
Lee’s Summit, MO

T

he following scripture was given through Joseph
Smith Jr. to W.W. Phelps at Kirtland, Ohio in
June of 1831. DC 55:2a “And again, you shall be
ordained to assist my servant Oliver Cowdery to do
the work of printing, and of selecting, and writing
books for schools, in this church, that little children
also may receive instruction before me as is pleasing
unto me.”
I have been an educator and advocate for children
all my life. Teaching adult groups in every state,
how to put on programs and how to educate their
communities about health and social issues that affect
their children and communities, was my first career
choice. Then for the next 18 years of my professional
life, I interacted directly with children, teaching
eighth grade science in the public schools of Indiana
and Kansas. During these years I met some wonderful
and dedicated adults, and more importantly, some
exciting, funny, amazing and intelligent school-aged
children.
After moving to Missouri and retiring from
education, I was wondering what I should do to keep
myself busy. Church work was an obvious choice, but
what exactly did I want to accomplish? The answer
came three years ago when I was asked to consider
serving as a volunteer pastor/counselor at Center
Place Restoration School (CPRS). It was early one
Monday morning as I was waiting to visit with the
school administrator, someone suggested I go to
the auditorium and observe the grade level chapels
which occur the first day of each week.
The first group in were the kindergarten/elementary
students. Students ranging in age from five to eleven.
As they walked in to take their seats, I was pleased
to see the bright and shining faces of youngsters
who were so full of life and enthusiasm. They then
started to sing some songs that set the stage for their
morning chapel. After the music, they listened to a
few words of inspiration and then they were asked to
pray. This is where the rest of my life changed. When
called on by class, the students lined up behind the
microphones to make prayer requests and offer their
prayers. Not just a few, like many of our adult prayer
services, but almost all students from each class!
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These students prayed about everything. Most
prayers lasted about 15 seconds or less, while others
by older students might have reached 30 seconds or
longer. While listening to these students, my heart
melted and I knew I was hooked. The thought
ran quickly through my mind…where else is this
happening right now in Independence or even in
all of the Kansas City metro area? Maybe in a few
private Christian schools, but maybe not as many as I
might imagine. How blessed we are at CPRS! We are
free to talk about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
We pray without fear, and we often say to each other,
“God Bless You”.
As one of the pastors at Center Place Restoration
School, my duties on any given day might include
a counseling session - a hug - help opening a milk
carton at lunch - comforting one who is sad - rejoicing
with another who is happy - receiving a high five
- at recess: playing catch - shooting baskets - being
someone to hide behind while playing tag - timing
those who want to run - or walking a “skinned knee”
in to the school nurse.
In these times of social and economic struggles,
CPRS is an island of encouragement, safety, spiritual
emphasis, and a First-Class education. If at any time
you feel a little down because of the church, our lack
of progress, or our place in the world today, just give
me a call and I will invite you to Monday morning
chapels. When you attend, your whole perspective
will change and you will be enormously blessed and
uplifted to new, pleasing spiritual heights. This I
promise.
Since April 6, 1830, our God has given us many
challenges. He has requested us, through revelation,
to do things for Him in this Center Place atmosphere.
CPRS, a Restoration school for our children, was
ordained by Him and is “pleasing” unto Him.
As a volunteer on staff, I encourage you to find a way
to get all the students from your branch involved in
their OWN church school. What a positive difference
it can make in the lives of our children AND in the life
of our Church! Like our students, line up and pray
about it, and God will bless you.

Center Place Restoration School (CPRS) on Tour
by Elder John Larson, Administrator
Independence, MO

I

decided I would never work at Center Place
Restoration School (CPRS) when I was earning my
undergraduate degree in education at the University
of Northern Iowa (1995-1999). I made this decision
having learned two pieces of information about
the school—both of which were true—but having
never actually visited the school. During one of my
summer stays in Independence, Missouri, before
graduating from college, I learned two more pieces
of information about the school—both of which were
also true—and decided CPRS was the only place in
Independence I wanted to work. My point in relaying
this short anecdote is not to tell you that good news
is more powerful than bad news, or that half of what
is said about the school is good while half is bad. My
point is this: there is too little information about the
school in circulation.
As administrator, I have pursued ways to inform the
CPRS community and the general church about the
school beyond the few pieces of information available
to me before I started working here. This school’s
newsletter, for example, features articles by parents,
teachers, students, occasionally alumni, and the
administrator, so that its readership hear from a wide
variety of voices and perspectives.
This fall, the school board and I have started touring
the Independence area Restoration Branches to share
a presentation about the program offered here at
CPRS. The presentation includes information about
the spiritual condition and development of the school,
our academic program, extracurricular opportunities,
and our financial landscape—including income and
expense reports.
The slideshow portion of the presentation, which
includes these aforementioned subjects, lasts about
thirty minutes and is preceded by a short, eightminute movie about the school (many thanks to
Lisa Clark for her hard work on the video). The
presentation closes with a Q&A session that allows
branch members to ask the administrator or board
members questions they might not otherwise have
the chance to ask.

We conducted our first presentation in August, and
are scheduled to meet with several more branches to
share the presentation. We anticipate visiting another
fifteen to twenty over the course of the next six
months, finishing our tour of the Restoration by the
end of March, 2016. Our main purpose, as previously
stated, is to disseminate a larger body of information
about the school to a wider audience than has been
shared in the past. The tour of the Restoration serves
several secondary purposes also: 1) to invite families
to make a more informed decision about participating
at CPRS; 2) to disclose more fully how contributions
to the school are used; and 3) to frame the school as
a stewardship of the church at large and not only a
stewardship of the board, school employees, and
participating families.
Since the school functions as a hub where members
of almost 25 branches meet daily, a flow of influence
travels back and forth from the branches into the
school and vice versa. Branch decisions and activities
directly influence the spiritual and social fabric of
the school; likewise, the events that transpire here at
CPRS ripple throughout the branches and often into
the lives of church members who do not necessarily
have friends or family members participating in the
school directly. We—the school and the branches—
are yoked together in the latter day work. We are
co-contributors to the spiritual climate of the church
family, and co-laborers for Zion.
My hope is that you will—in the very near future—
have the opportunity to attend a CPRS program
presentation in your branch or a neighboring branch.
As the only restoration school in our church, and
as one of the last few private schools remaining
in Independence, CPRS truly is a stewardship of
the church at large, and our individual branches in
particular. The school is in the hands of the Lord, but
it is through wise stewardship practices that we keep
it in his care.
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NW Regional Reunion 2015
By Cessaries Galusha
Keizer, Oregon

continually strive to please the Lord in all aspects of our
lives. I am thankful for this ministry, so that we do not
become complacent in our blessings, but ever strive for
greater virtue in our souls! “And be not conformed to
this world; but be ye transformed…” - Romans 12:2.

Council Bluffs
Zions League

I

feel very blessed to have been able to attend the
NW regional reunion this year. The Saints gathered
in joy without complaint or dissensions of any kind,
and each was willing to help in all the ways that they
could. I loved seeing so many hands in the kitchen, and
personnel changing throughout the week. I found young
men voluntarily mopping the floors and vacuuming the
sanctuary. Not only were there many to volunteer in
these ways of service, but many also willingly helped
and prepared music for all the services and shared their
gifts even if it was new and uncomfortable for them. The
youth stayed up late every night preparing posters for
the daily themes, and also preparing worship for the
Saints the next day. Surely, the Lord is pleased with this
kind of dedication among His children.
The priesthood all brought worthy ministry the entire
week, edifying and teaching the Saints. I rejoiced at
the sermons, classes and discussions that had our eyes
singled upon the true Gospel of Christ. The people were
invigorated in their minds and hearts, and joyfully
praised the Lord in singing with great enthusiasm in
the services. I was able to experience a bond of genuine
love and compassion among the Saints that week, which
is not always common. It began to feel like the bonds
of youth that we treasure at our youth camps. There
was openness and trust, and a desire to make things
better for everyone around us. We always enjoy great
fellowship, but I felt a unity and oneness as well!
Even with all of the blessings of the Holy Spirit working
among us, there is yet a greater blessing that I wish to
share. At the end of the week full of beautiful ministry,
what more might be given? Yet the Lord has more for us.
In the final sermon of the reunion, Elder Brian Herren,
helped us see clearly that we have yet a long road ahead
of us. Our minds have yet to be changed and transformed
into something better. Our very thought processes need
to be on a higher level, as God’s thoughts are higher
than the thoughts of man. Rather than dealing with
our emotions of frustration and irritation at others, we
should have no such thoughts! We are not the people
that God requires of us-yet. Even though our blessings
were so great, I am most thankful for the realization
and challenge that we have work to do, so that we may
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By Priest Mark McCormick, Council Bluffs
Restoration Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ

Back Row (Left to Right): Elena Yroz, Bruce Chapin,
Nikki McCormick, & Mark McCormick
Middle Row (Left to Right): Aaron Beacham, TJ Beacham,
Layne McGinnis, Aly Burk, & Molly Burk
Front: Blake McGinnis

I

t has been a personal dream of mine to see a Zion’s
League formed again in Council Bluffs. There hasn’t
been a Zion’s League in this city for over 30 years! The
Lord told this congregation last January that, “The Spirit
of the Lord is here in Council Bluffs! Use His Spirit wisely
and well and you shall be blessed!” - Elder Jim Mulheron
(Jan. 19, 2014). I think that time always vindicates the
prophet or prophecy. In this case this message was of
God! Our group has grown in a numerical way by an
increase of twenty souls over the last year. The question
is - Has our spiritual condition grown over the last
year? That is a question that each of us must reflect on.
However, the Zion’s League at CBRB being reorganized
is a testament to the dedication of each of us striving
to follow God and having a greater yearning to learn
more about him. This might indicate that there could be
at least an ounce of spiritual growth… I would hope!
A little History about Zion’s League: Zion’s League was
started during the time of Prophet/President Frederick
M. Smith. The purpose of the League was to revive the
youth of the church and give them more reason to be
enthusiastic about God, His Church, and of course…
Zion!

CBRB held its first Zion’s League meeting Thursday,
January 8, 2015. We met every other Thursday evening
prior to our midweek worship services during the spring
semester. During this meeting, Priest Mark McCormick
led the group in a relaxed “fun time!” We played twister,
and then a game called “Blinded by the Light”. Blinded
by the Light was new to all of us so it took a little time
getting used to. Elder Bruce Chapin then led the class
discussion where, he, with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, set a high bar for the other teachers following this
meeting. Brother Chapin began the coursework with a
short discussion on the scriptures, particularly the Book
of Mormon, and how all the scriptures tie together. The
children were active in the class and seemed excited to
begin building their Zion’s League Notebook!
We found that the summer was a little harder to meet. We
altered the schedule to meet once a month on Saturday.
In October we began the second quarter of study
material on the Book of Mormon. Eventually this group
of young Saints hopes to be able to provide services such
as bringing ministry to outlying Restoration branches
or groups in our area! Over the past few months I have
personally witnessed spiritual growth in a number of
the youth here in the branch. The countenances and
attitudes of some of the youth have changed since the
reorganization of the Zion’s League in Council Bluffs!
As recorded in Acts 2:28 “Thou hast made known to me
the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy
countenance!” This fall we are focusing on bringing
other friends to the Zion’s League to introduce them
to the ‘only true and living church upon the face of the
whole earth!’ (See D&C 1:5e)
The CBRB Zion’s League schedule is tentative as the
group decides what works best for the branch. We may
use the words from this hymn as our theme hymn.

“Onward to Zion, Faithful and Strong,
Zion the Beautiful Beckons Us On”

Little Sioux, Iowa
Restoration School
By Priest Mark McCormick, Council Bluffs
Restoration Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ
September 18-19, 2015, at Little Sioux, Iowa a Priesthood
Restoration School was held for anyone to attend. The
theme was based on II Chronicles 7:14 and Joel 2. It
was a weekend attended by a group of about 60 Saints,
which included 18 priesthood members. We began
our worship with prayer and testimony. Brother Bob
and Sister Beryle Immer, of Napoleon, MO, brought
guest ministry. Sister Beryle taught a class on spiritual
survival which was very appropriate for the day and
age in which we live. Brother Bob presented a very
good, scripturally based class to help us equip ourselves
for the current times.
Brother Bob also provided ministry at the Council
Bluffs Congregation, on Sunday, as did Brother Norm
Morash to the Woodbine Congregation. Those who
teach, know that class work is not the only method of
teaching material. Another method used was to provide
a laboratory situation called the “Small Group Activity”
in which we met in small groups and discussed various
prepared topics concerning scripture, or witnessing
scenarios. This proved to be a very viable method to
further enhance our knowledge of the scriptures and
it also provided opportunities to share testimonies in
small groups and get to know each other better on a
one-to-one basis!
Additionally, an excellent short sermon on the need for
forgiveness was given by Priest Matthew Renz of South
Dakota. Lastly, to provide another method, to allow the
opportunity for spiritual growth and unity with our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we held a panel discussion.
A small group of priesthood answered questions from
the congregation. It was time well spent for the Saints.

The Birth of Jesus Christ: A Scriptural Comparison: The Inspired Version/King James
IV: Matthew 1:4 includes the phrase, “as the prophets have written.
KJ: Matthew 1:16 omits the phrase mentioned above.
IV: Matthew 2:3 & 7 refer to Joseph having a vision.
KJ: Matthew 1:20 & 24 refer to a dream and sleep
IV: Matthew 3:2 “ Saying, Where is the child that is born, the Messiah of the Jews?”
KJ: Matthew 2:2 “Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?”
IV: Matthew 3:6 compare with KJ 2:6
IV: Luke 1:28-35 compare with KJ 1;28-35
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Darkness Turning to Dawn
by Elder Craig Fountain, Pastor, Zion’s
Trumpet Restoration Branch Independence, MO

O

ften times in sharing with the Saints in the
outlying areas it appears that the perception
of the Center Place is that no one gets along with
each other and everyone is divided. Hopefully this
testimony will show that is not correct. In October
2013, Zion’s Trumpet (ZT) accepted an invitation by
Missionary Restoration Branch (MRB) to join them
and two other branches in a retreat at Odessa Hills
campground. It was determined by the pastors and
agreed upon by the membership that the retreat
would center on going to the Lord asking a question,
determined to receive of him instruction. As the Lord
promised, the branches received revelation from on
high that centered on the command “to no longer
consider yourselves independent branches but as one
body. Meet together often for you are all brothers and
sisters in Christ, you are one body.”
Since then many leadings by the Holy Spirit directed
ZT and MRB to begin a fellowship every Sunday at
7a.m. Priesthood worship is followed by small group
meetings with both congregations and then separately
meeting for regular worship schedules beginning
at 9:45a.m. In these early meetings, the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit was greatly manifested drawing
two congregations to begin referring to each other
in terms of family and regret was felt when the two
congregations departed for their separate worship.
Despite sharing priesthood regularly for each other’s
worship services, the feeling of something lacking
prevailed.
On March 29 2015, the branches sought the Lord
for more insight on how to grow together to be no
more “independent restoration branches”. The
Lord’s spirit manifested itself through many of the
Saints; preaching, prayer and testimony, but four
specific messages spoke of activities that the branches
should take. One of these revelations said that we
should meet together in one place until such time
as the priesthood was one in doctrine. Also that the
priesthood should preach on only those points of
doctrine that we agreed upon, but not preach on those
points of doctrine that we could not agree upon. This
was an answer to prayer because ZT had recently
been notified that they would not have a building
in which to worship. The owner who is also a dear
friend of the congregation, had been truly blessed to
be able to sell the building.
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The two congregations are now meeting together,
sharing ministry and providing assistance to the
Saints that have need. Recently a family, moving
under direction of the instruction given in March
regarding getting out of debt, decided it was God’s
will to sell their much beloved home. They were short
on resources and skill to do what was necessary for
the house to be ready to be sold. They decided to trust
in the new fellowship that was developing between
the branches. The family set a date on the calendar
and asked if the Saints would assist in painting,
plumbing, wall papering, dry walling and general
home repairs. There were no personal invites sent out
and some doubt as to the number that would show
up. More than 20 people showed up with various
skills to perform the labor needed. The joint skills of
the group that arrived completed a job, in a single
day, that would have taken various construction
teams weeks to finish. More importantly, the Holy
Spirit revealed the joy of Zion and the fellowship that
would prevail as Saints worked side by side.
The blessings continue to be poured out upon these
two branches as they seek to become one. Generally,
on Sundays, the fellowship begins around 7:00 a.m.
and does not end until well after 12:00 p.m. The
testimony of the efforts of these two branches is
being shared in other fellowships across the country,
expressing hope in the vision of Zion, which will be a
true testimony of Jesus Christ.

Missionary Trip to
Nepal — 2015
by Bob and Sheila Schrunk
Norborne, MO

E

lder Bob Schrunk, Elder Ed Essig, Sister Sheila
Schrunk, and Sister Sylvia Powell traveled
to Kathmandu, Nepal late September for the
opportunity to provide ministry for the priesthood
retreat, women’s retreat and youth retreat The time
spent with the Saints in India and Nepal was truly
humbling, rewarding and spirit-filled as we bask in
the beautiful Spirit of the Lord. We visited Saints as
well as nonmembers sharing about Christ’s gospel.
Our preparation and then travel began with many
testimonies of the Lord leading and directing each
one of us to instructional material, finding of lost
passport, special people “angels “helping us in many
ways and recognizing the Lord’s timing is always
perfect.

We had planned to have the priesthood retreat
near the India border because of the earthquakes at
Kathmandu, but because of the demonstrations and
killings the retreat was relocated to Kathmandu. The
brethren from India struggled greatly to make the
long journey of 16 hours by bus through the India/
Nepal border with the Hindu’s demonstrating and
throwing rocks against the buses. John Chettri
shared that he took the window seat to protect his
wife from rocks. Their bus was the first one behind
a police security escort so no rocks were thrown. His
wife, Divya wanted to come to Kathmandu for the
women’s retreat. We were all thankful for their safety.
The priesthood retreat for the Indian and Nepalese
was quite a reunion for all the brethren as we shared
a kindred spirit. Elders Janek Sunwar, John Chettri,
Prakash Pradhan, and Dil Gurung taught classes
and provided leadership for the retreat. Elders Bob
Schrunk and Ed Essig taught classes on Stewardship,
Christ in the Book of Mormon, The Restoration, and
Zion. Ed asked the brethren to join in circle prayer for
the stewardship class to pray about each individual’s
stewardship in which each priesthood participated.
The owner of the resort, a nonmember, who had
shown interest in the classes, joined our circle prayer.
We appreciated the beautiful music of both the
Satdobato Branch and the Sinnamingal Branch as
we worshipped with the Saints on their Christian
Sabbath, Saturday. The women’s retreat was held
at Satdobato Branch. It was such a joy for Sheila
to see the women again and Sylvia to meet these
dear sisters. Sister Rebecca Gurung began with
introductions, a prayer by Sylvia, and the women
singing such heartfelt praise songs. Sylvia and Sheila
taught classes on The Prayer of Jabez, God’s Creation,
Zion The Beautiful Beckons Us On, and The Power of
Prayer. The attentive women really enjoyed making
crafts that followed the class themes. It was hard to
say good-bye to our dear sisters.
The next day was the first days of the youth’s “holiday”
from school. We had 25 attend the youth retreat and
it was so good to see those we remembered from two
years ago. Elder Ashish Gurung led the worship
of praise singing and prayer. Classes, recreation,
and crafts were enjoyed by all the youth during
this day of great fellowship and worship. We want
to ask prayers for our Nepalese and Indian Saints
because of the hardships they are enduring with the
gasoline rationing and the India border being closed
to Nepal. We praise the Lord and thank Him for the
opportunity to share with our precious brothers and
sisters half way around the world. We always return
feeling greatly ministered to by our Lord and their
ministry to us.

2016 Calendar
Of Events:
Dec. 6, 2015
		

CMRB All Branch Gathering at
Oak Grove RB 6pm

Dec. 28-30, 2015
		
		
		

CMRB Youth” Winter Series” at
Odessa Hills
Dec. 28-29
7-9 pm
Dec. 30
6-9 pm

Jan. 23
		
		

CRE Women’s Council Brunch
from 9:00 am-noon at Waldo Ave.
RB. All women are welcome.

Jan. 30
		

CRE Priesthood Gathering at
Oak Grove RB from 9-3.

Feb. 6
		

CMRB Priesthood and wives
Banquet at Colbern Rd RB 6pm

Feb. 19-21
		
		
		
		

Council Bluffs, Iowa RB
“Winter Revival”
Theme: “The Cause of Zion”
Contact: Mark McCormick
402-639-2952

April 9
		

CRE Women’s Council Spring
Retreat at Missionary RB 9-noon

May 1
		

CMRB All Branch Gathering at
Colbern Rd. RB 6pm

Sept. 17-18
		

CRE Annual Priesthood Trip to
Kirtland, Ohio

Sept. 17-18
		

CRE Women’s Council Fall Retreat
at Odessa Hills Campgrounds

June 19-24
		
		

Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of
Restoration Elders
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2016 Restoration Branch Reunions
May 30-June 4

Zion’s Ridge Reunion
Independence, MO
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

If any additional camps,
retreats,
or
reunions
should be listed or any
corrections needed, please
notify the CRE Office at
816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

June 4-11

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: odessahills.com or 816-230-4000

June 12-18

South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University
Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Richard Mark 816-795-5028
Registrars: Paul and Lynette Davis 816-795-0703

June 19-24

Restoration Branch Family Reunion & Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Independence, MO at Waldo Avenue RB/CPRS
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421, eldersconference.org
or POZ website

July 9-16

Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802

No Reunion

Orthodox RLDS
Odessa Hills Campgrounds

Odessa, MO

July 23-30

Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Dwight Staples 207-348-2420

July 23-30

Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Mic Coolman 712-310-7495

July 25-31

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208

July 30-Aug.5

Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-639-1752

August 1-7

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2482

Australian Reunion 2015 —
David, Melissa, Lauren, and Micah Game

Australian Reunion 2015 — Ethan, Jacob, Seth, and Monique Hummel

Australian Reunion 2015 — Choir
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2016 Restoration Branch Youth Camps
IOWA
June 12-18

Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211

July 9-13

Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

GREAT LAKES REGION
July 10-15

Jr and Sr. High at Sanford, Michigan
Contact: Jay and Kathi Havener 248-628-9702

July 17-23

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) at Erie Beach, Ontario CAN
Contact: Betty Lou Newman 519-734-1097

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO
May 22-28

Older Youth
Directors: TBA

June 12-18

Sr. High (Grades 10-May graduates)
Directors: Stu and Milee Gage

June 19-25

Jr. High (Grades 7-9)

Directors: TBA

June 26-30

Jr. Camp (Grades 4-6)

Directors: TBA

Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or odessahills.com

RESTORATION CAMPING INC. RCIcamps.org
Go to the RCI website for dates of 2016 camps.

NORTHWEST REGIONAL
Aug 7-13

2015 Sr. High Camp, Central Missouri

Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

TEXAS
July 6-10

2000 Strong Adventure Camp (Grades 3-college)
Wednesday July 6 at 5:00 pm to Sunday July 10 at noon
YMCA/Collin County Campgrounds, Anna, Texas
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051
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2016 Restoration
Branch Retreats:
Northwest Region
April 22-24 Women’s Retreat
Contact Suzy Herren 503-991-8137
May 13-15 Men’s Retreat at Yacolt, WA
Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484
Sept. 9-11 Priesthood Retreat at Yacolt, WA
Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484

Central Missouri Youth Retreats
at Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO.
For info go to www.cmrbranches.org
or www.odessahills.org
March 4-6		
March 11-13		
March 18-20		
April 9-10		

Jr. High (Grades 7-9)
Older Youth (College age)
Sr. High (Grades 10-12)
Junior (Grades 4-6)

CRE Women’s Council
April 9
Spring Retreat at Missionary RB 9-noon
Sept 17-18 Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
Contact Deana Griffin 816-254-2806

CRE Priesthood
Sept. 17-18, 2016 at Kirtland, Ohio
Contact CRE Office 816-836-3421

READER’S COMMENTS

Thank you for the Tidings of Zion. I look forward
to receiving each issue. The articles and the
pictures are so good. Keep up the good work.
- Shirley Rowden, Sperry, OK
Thank you for sending the Tidings of Zion over
the years. We have enjoyed it and have many
copies that we still read. We wish you success
in your ministry.
- Mr & Mrs Ron Badder, Chatham ON Canada
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us
if you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of
Zion. All contact information is on the inside front
cover of each Tidings of Zion.

ONGOING EXPENSES

As with everyone’s personal expenses, so it is with
the expenses of the CRE. Your continued support is
very much needed and appreciated.
For Your Information: There is a great need for
additional help in funding the Tidings of Zion. The
cost is about $6000 per issue depending on how
many copies are printed, sent, and the postal rates.
The Tidings of Zion currently goes into 4400 homes
around the world, including 48 states of the USA as
well as Australia, Belize, Canada, England,Germany,
Honduras, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the
Philippines, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out to
the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”

SHARE WITH US!

Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the
CRE c/o Publication Council. Contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

African Restoration Ministries (ARM) Elder Eric Odida and his wife, Pam, were in the USA in June and July to
share in reunions and conferences. Dale Stafford and Rick Johansen were in Nigeria in November, 2015. Doug
Smith, Cara Smith, Adam Brendel, and Eric Woolery were in East Africa in December, 2015.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elders John Mundy and Eric Woolery visited church members in Germany in May of 2015. A trip is being
considered for the spring of 2016.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras serves as the National Minister and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina,
provide ministry in Mexico. Seventy Richard Neill ministered in Honduras in July, 2015.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.
Australia:
		
		
		

The Saints in Australia continue to hold fast to the Rod of
Iron and serve the Lord wherever they are able. The three
branches, Brisbane, Euroa, and Tamworth keep the work
going in their areas.

India/Nepal:
		
		
		

Elders Bob Schrunk and Ed Essig and Sheila Schrunk and
Sylvia Powell were in India and Nepal from September
28-October 15, 2015 for priesthood, women’s and youth
retreats.

The Philippines:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The work in the Philippines continues to function in the
Mindanao area in the south and Luzon in the northern region,
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair,
Seventy Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom completed
a trip there in the fall of 2015. In the Manila area, Elder Murray
Broughton and wife Delma, from Australia visit at least twice
a year. Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons
were in Luzon in May, July, and December 2015. The work has
now expanded into the middle island, the Visayans with three
baptisms.

All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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