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Summary of the
2015 Conference of
Restoration Elders

Let it further be resolved: That descendants of
Joseph Smith Jr also be invited to participate in the
meeting, and
Let it further be resolved: The CRE be supportive
in providing mailing data-base information and
meeting accommodations.

By Elder William “Vim” Horn, CRE Chairman
Sibley, MO

The final order of business was to set the dates
for the Conference/Family Reunion for 2016. The
Conference passed a motion to hold the 2016 event
around the same time as 2015.

T

he Elders who met in conference this year
enjoyed the blessings of the good spirit as they
met in fraternal fellowship.

As in the past several years, the elders met each
afternoon the week of June 22 thru 26 in conjunction
with the Restoration Branch Family Reunion.
The first part of the
week,
the
elders
focused on the business
of
the
conference,
receiving reports and
keeping it organized,
and addressed one
resolution submitted by
one of the quorums. The
resolution pertained to
preserving
historical
church properties, specifically the purchasing of the
home of Joseph Smith III, in Independence Missouri.
The resolution passed as follows:
Whereas: The Conference of Restoration Elders
[CRE] and various Restoration Branches are
interested in and supporting efforts to preserve
historical Church properties, and
Whereas: The home of Joseph Smith III, in
Independence, MO is currently for sale,
Let it be resolved: That Brother Richard Neill will be
authorized by this body to contact all independent
branches, inviting all Saints interested in forming
a “Joseph Smith III historical preservation society”
to a meeting, for the purpose of organizing an
independent and self-sustaining organization,
which would be responsible for electing their own
board of directors, and

The
business
part of the CRE
concluded
on
We d n e s d a y
afternoon, and
for the remaining
time that day
the elders met
to worship and
confer together.
Those
present
were asked if anyone had any insights from the Lord
that they felt led to share at that time. Brother John
Mundy stood and shared the following experience
he had early that morning:
“Being a General Contractor for 45 years, the Lord
spoke to me in terms that I personally understand. It
may not mean anything to anyone else, but it means
very much to me. If it means something to you - God
bless.
At the 2015 Elders Conference on Tuesday, June
22nd we were asked to pray about how to increase
participation in future Elders Conferences. As I was
praying the Spirit spoke to me and I heard these
words: “The Restoration Congregations are like
Subcontractors.”
I asked “What does this mean?” My mind was
quickened and it immediately came to me what
components you need to complete a major project that project being the establishing the Kingdom on
Earth or Zion as it is referred to in the Doctrine &
Covenants 6:3 (Seek to bring forth and establish the
cause of Zion).
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1.
2.
3.
4.

You need an Owner
You need an Architect/Engineer
You need a General Contractor
You need Subcontractors

The project belongs to the Owner. He plans it, finances
it, locates the place He wants it built, watches the
progress as it is being built, inspects it when it is
finished, takes possession of it when completed. The
owner finds the Architect/Engineers.

& drawings (Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine &
Covenants and Church History) to prove that they
could have the authority of the General Contractor
without the proper license or even permission of
the Owner. They are failing miserably because this
project cannot be built by Subcontractors. Even now
the Subcontractors are at variance with each other.
I then asked “How can we accomplish what we
are to do?” I was not given a direct answer, but my
mind was once again quickened. The Managers of
the Subcontractors must come together as one body
to choose the path that the Spirit directs. We must
become one in purpose.
Received this day, June 22, 2015 at approximately
6:15pm by Elder John L. Mundy, Missionary
Restoration Branch.”

The Architect takes in mind what the Owner has
planned and puts it on paper, called blue prints &
specifications. He has charge of hiring the Engineers
and putting the specifications together.
The Owner then chooses the General Contractor
who possesses the License and experience to build
the project. It then becomes the responsibility of
the General Contractor to supervise the project and
procure the Subcontractors for the different crafts
of the project: i.e. Earthwork, Concrete, Electric,
Plumbing, etc.
This is where I was told again “The different
Restoration Congregations are like Subcontractors”.
They aren’t the owner - God is the owner. They aren’t
the Architect/Engineer - that responsibility belongs
to Christ. They aren’t the General Contractor - the
Church is the General Contractor.
The Congregations being the Subcontractors cannot
build the project by themselves, some have tried
without success. They first tried to be General
Contractors without the authority of the owner.
Some have tried to re-interpret the specifications
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Upon completion of the sharing of this experience,
the one in charge and several others expressed that
they had felt a confirming spirit as the message was
shared.
Several others stood and
shared
their
thoughts,
including Brother Lyle Smith
who said that he had been
impressed that we need more
time for worship, and need
to understand more fully the
importance of worship and
how to hold on to each other
during the year.
On Thursday, for the early morning priesthood
worship, the priesthood were provided a summary
of the passages in the Book of Joel, and were asked
to meet in small groups to discuss them, and or
whatever else they were led to discuss. The results
of the small group meetings were shared with
the elders on Thursday afternoon. There were a
number of points from the groups that merit further
consideration, but one of note was the group that
was directed to consider the words of Joseph Smith
in Church History, Vol 1 16:448.

Thursday and Friday the elders met to continue to
worship and confer with one another. Brother Jason
Anderson was the convener of the meetings on both
days. By way of preparation, the brethren were
asked to read and consider Lectures 6 and 7 from
the Lectures on Faith.
As the elders met, concern about the state of the
Restoration was expressed, but those gathered
chose to remain positive about the situation. It was
acknowledged that there seems to be a culture of
division in the Restoration, and the group discussed
how this might be overcome. A prevailing thought in
the discussions was that if we truly knew that others
cared about us and we truly cared about others, we
would be more willing to work through differences
and less quick to part ways. Another prevailing
thought was the idea that while praying for Zion
and the Endowment and things like that are good,
that God will provide those things in His timing.
What we need to be about is preparing ourselves for
that time, so we are ready to receive the blessings
when they come.
As the elders shared together there were several
things that were evident. It was evident that there
was a desire within the men gathered to discuss
and reason together, a desire to bear each other’s
burdens, and a desire to strengthen one to another.
Their desire to be obedient to the commandments
of God and to fulfill their calling as best as they can,
was evident.
COMMITMENT
There is a town in Walton County, Georgia,
named Between. If people ask you where you
live, you say, “I live in Between.”
It’s only a little place, but millions of people,
as well as Christians, live in ”between.”
They are not ready to abandon Christ
for the world, nor are they ready to abandon
the world for Christ. They want to live
where no one, spiritually speaking, can really live
...........in between.
“I know thy works, that thou are
neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot I will spew thee out of my mouth.”
Revelation 3:15,16

We Gather Together to
Ask the Lord’s Blessing
by James Daugherty, Adrian, MO
CRE Historian

T

he words of this beloved hymn have always
found a special place in the hearts of the Saints.
From the beginning of the Restoration, we have
sought ways to be together, in church activities,
conferences, reunions, in working towards Zionic
living and in worship. Zion, as a reality, begins with
the orderly and spiritually mature Saints that desire
to live together under the direction of the Holy
Spirit. In a radio sermon given in 1973, Apostle
Arthur A. Oakman, with power and authority spoke
these words;
“I believe in the gathering! I believe it has to be! For
unless somewhere, sometime, somebody builds
a society in which the environment factors are
controlled by the Spirit of God, we will not have any
people left. We will have to do it for the salvation of
our own souls and the salvation of our children. I
cannot too strongly emphasize that! I believe in the
gathering, and if you do not believe in the gathering,
you have not fully grasped all there is in the gospel
of Jesus Christ that has been committed in these last
days.”
In recent years, a number of Saints have been led
to gather to the Center Place. However, gathering
means more than moving in, or living close together.
It means taking advantage of opportunities provided
for greater spiritual growth. Before the Lord restores
His Church, in its fullness and beauty, He must find
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a people worthy of it. Joseph Smith III pleaded with
the elders and Saints alike to: “Assemble yourselves
to counsel together, spreading the truth by precept
and example. Let your teaching be in humility and
in confidence; be not haughty in mind nor proud
in demeanor; clothe yourselves in simplicity and
cleanliness; let the mission of Christ be your theme;
your constant meditation to do good to man. Finally,
brethren, come out of the wickedness of Babylon,
take earnest heed to the word of the Lord, study to
be approved of God that the fellowship of Christ
may be yours.” (Church History Vol. 3, p. 513)
The Conference of Restoration Elders and Pastors
of Zion conducted the fourth annual conference/
reunion June 21-26, 2015 at Waldo Avenue RB in
Independence, MO. We assembled for the very
purpose Joseph III stated, and all who attended
were richly blessed. The theme was, “The Way Is
Prepared,” and was structured in a traditional way,
beginning with prayer services, followed by classes,
lunch, classes, CRE business sessions, supper, song
service, preaching and special activities after the
preaching. Saints came from Honduras, Kenya, and
Mexico, as well as twelve states in the USA. There
were no “set fees,” and all expenses were covered
from the generous donations of those attending.
Everyone enjoyed the week, without the stress of
a financial burden. There were also a number of
interesting displays in the gym.
Each Saint in attendance probably had some part of
the week’s events that were highlights to them. For
me, it was the close fellowship of the elders in the
sharing of our hopes and desires for the work ahead.
They are truly brothers, humble, trustworthy, not
carrying any personal agendas, just wanting to be
servants of our Lord.
Another highlight was the classes. The morning
classes followed the daily theme and the teachers
were Elder Tyler Crowell, Elder David Joyce, and
Elder Peter Cornish. In the afternoon class, Elder
Lyle Smith was the teacher and the classes dealt
with various aspects of the Book of Mormon.
In the elder’s deliberations, there was harmony and
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a sincere desire to work together. Legislation that
was enacted included the election of officers and
council members, approval of the budget, setting
tentative dates for the 2016 conference/reunion and
a proposal to support efforts to preserve historical
church properties and specifically, the former home
of Joseph Smith III in Independence, MO.
The conference/reunion was an uplifting experience
for most, if not all, who attended. The only regret is
that there were many Saints who chose not to attend.
We cannot fully expect God’s blessings unless we
“Gather Together.” Plan now to attend next year,
June 19-24, 2016.

What the World Needs
Now, is GOD’S LOVE
by High Priest Paul J. Gage
Independence, MO

I

n John 3:16-17 we find, perhaps, the best known,
and least understood scripture that we have.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his Only
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish; but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might
be saved.” Read the scripture again. Look for your
name. It won’t be the name you go by all the time.
The name of all mankind is listed there: Whosoever!
We see this scripture in many places, even public
places, and hear it quoted quite often. Like most
scriptures, it is so plain, and precious, that many of
us just take it for granted. Notice that it does not say
that God gave his Son, because we are so righteous.
There is a requirement mentioned in the scripture
that each person must comply with, one way or
another. Whosoever believeth on HIM, shall not
perish; but have everlasting life.

To believe something or believe in something
requires much more than simply saying, “Oh sure,
I believe in Jesus Christ,” or whatever the topic is.
The dictionary defines belief as, “The mental act,
condition, or habit of placing trust or confidence in
a person or thing. Mental acceptance or conviction
in the truth or actuality of something, or someone.”
Whosoever believeth on him, should not perish.” If
a person states that they “believe in Jesus Christ,”
should not their entire life reflect that belief, and not
be swayed by the conditions of the world? Do we
think that Abinadi died as he did because he just
had a “warm fuzzy” about Jesus? Do we think that
Daniel, Esther, Mary, Peter, Paul, Nephi, Joseph
Smith Jr., and the many not mentioned in Hebrews,
did what they did because they just said, “Oh sure,
I believe in Jesus Christ.” NO, it was because they
truly believed in Him, and out of love for God, that
they also gave their lives.
A “solid” belief in Jesus Christ means that He
is truly our Master and we show it in all that we
do. Not just when the weather is nice, the road is
nicely paved, and the distance is not too long, or
that we don’t have to get out of our self-prescribed
“comfort zone.”
The part of the scripture that most “Christians” and
maybe Latter Day Saints, do not understand, is that
we must choose to believe on Jesus Christ for God’s
love to “save us.” The people in the world today,
must surely be reaching the point of “ripening in
iniquity” as mentioned in Ether 1:29-35 and 41. To
choose and serve God means more than a verbal
“Oh sure, I believe in Jesus Christ.” It calls for us
to make the same commitment that Jesus made, all
the way-no matter what-to achieve eternal life with
God.
Many in today’s world have turned away from
God, even though many will tell you, “Oh sure,
I believe in Jesus Christ.” What we are seeing in
our world is simply the fulfilling of scripture. In
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus was asked, “What
is the great commandment, or what must I do to
inherit eternal life.” The answer was the same.

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with____thy
heart, and with ____ thy soul, and with ____thy
strength, and with ____thy mind; and thy neighbor
as thyself.” Luke 10:28. Matthew 22:39 says that,
“On these two commandments hang ____the law
and the prophets.”
So many in today’s world are turning their backs
on God and openly, flagrantly, and violently
disregarding His commandments which are
intended to save us. Unfortunately, those who
profess to believe in Christ are not showing the way
to salvation, “Oh sure, they say we believe in Jesus
Christ,” but actions speak louder than words.
What the world needs today, is to accept God’s
love, as God gave it, and intended for it to save us.
The Greeks, and others had different levels and
definitions for love. Eros, the sensual, carnal, and
devilish love that is sweeping away the morals of
mankind; Philo, the concept of brotherly love, and
Agape: God’s love for man and man’s love for God.
I feel that when Jesus asked Peter three times, in
John 21, if he loved him, He was asking, do you love
me more than the “love of the flesh,” more than the
“love of brotherhood,” Simon Peter; Whosoever(Your name____________) lovest thou ME more
than these?” This type of love requires more than
a casual response, “Oh sure, I believe.” It requires
total, complete, and eternal commitment to HIM.
The reunion theme was “The Way IS Prepared.” The
way prepared is HIS Way.

If we call it “love,” but it is obviously sin,
then “love” doesn’t win.
Only when love is love as God so designed,
can we find eternal life and not perish.
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Spiritual Status of
CPRS After 24 Years
by John Larson
Independence, MO

C

enter Place Restoration School (CPRS,) which
begins its 24th year of operation this fall, has
undergone significant change since its inception in the
early ‘90s—in part because of changes in policy and
procedure but more because of changes in personnel,
faculty, and staff. While CPRS is partly the product of
policies and procedures, it is also an intersection of lives.
Relationships at CPRS, a small portion of a larger web
of relationships in the church, have become a sort of
proving grounds for the gospel. The Saints’ attempt to
apply the gospel to daily living at CPRS yields a unique
perspective on what it means to have a testimony or to
have witnessed a miracle. While these miracles are not
always the most impressive, they are—I would argue—
some of the most important ones in our lives.
As believers, we are impressed by testimonies of
angelic visitations or the parting of the Red Sea. These
are significant experiences, no doubt, but I suspect we
have become much too interested in being impressed by
signs and wonders and less interested in much greater
miracles. Although the miracles we have seen in recent
years at CPRS are not the sort that would make the
5:00 news, nor would they be the makings of a smash
hit Hollywood movie, they are more important than
angelic visitations or the parting of the Red Sea. The
scriptures proclaim that God’s work and his glory is the
immortality and eternal life of mankind (DC 22:23b), and
it seems evident to me, then, that the greatest miracles
are the ones that are directly linked to God’s work and
glory—specifically the changing of the human heart.
In my fifteen years at CPRS, I have witnessed myriad
miracles in the relationships among both the student
body and personnel. The most important ones I cannot
describe in much detail and I cannot identify participants
in those miracles by name—not because I cannot
remember them but because these stories are not mine
to tell. They are the stories of friendships brutalized by
the daily rigor of life—pulled at from both ends by the
peer pressure and the growing pains of adolescence. I
have seen two students, completely at odds with one
another, talk out their differences, recognize each other’s
value in the sight of God, forgive each other, and forge a
friendship stronger than it was before they fought.
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They are the stories of students who learn to humble
themselves before one another and teachers who learn to
prefer one another. They are the stories of angry young
men that learn to forgive themselves or learn to apologize
to their mothers as a result of chapel ministry or a lesson
in religion class. They are the stories of first graders who
learn that their friendships are more important than
whose turn it is next on the slide. As I said, these are not
my stories to tell, and yet they are the most profound
spiritual experiences that take place in a school where
the saints try to live the gospel day in and day out—not
just on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights.
Too easily we fall prey to the belief that the gospel is
an event-based activity (i.e., something we experience at
events such as services, reunions, or mission trips). When
we make this mistake, our testimonies of the gospel also
become event based. Certainly we have a rich heritage
of event-based testimonies—dreams in which the Lord
reveals the truth of the Book of Mormon or a miraculous
healing. But—as I said previously—these are not the
most important testimonies, even if they seem to us to
be the most impressive.
You see, when a group of Saints tries to live out the
gospel in close community from day to day, their
testimonies also become the stuff of daily living. The
spiritual growth I have witnessed at CPRS cannot
be captured in the words “perfect” or “flawless” or
“without fault.” Instead of framing spiritual growth as
a snapshot of righteousness or attempting to graph it, it
should be recognized as a maturation of relationships
that have been touched by God’s word. The greatest
miracle that I can envision among the Saints is not that
we might all hear angels singing or that we might all
see the sun stand still in the sky, but that we might all
learn how to live together in community according to
the principles of the gospel. Although it is often messy,
requires humility and second chances, and is not always
a neat and clean picture of Christian living, life at CPRS
is a great experiment of faith and spiritual maturation.
When the lives of the Saints intersect on a daily basis,
the effect can be nothing short of messy, rigorous, and
completely worth the effort. Those Saints who have
the opportunity to live together under the auspices
of the gospel day in and day out understand that the
greatest miracles cannot be captured in a photograph
and do not always make for a charming Wednesday
night testimony. Sometimes the greatest testimonies
exist only in the spaces between us, spaces filled with
relationships and personal connections. My hope is that
we, like Enoch of old, may have eyes to see the spiritual
as clearly as we see the physical.

Slothfulness Part II
by Seventy Richard F. Neil
Independence, MO

T

This is part two of a four part series on the
subject of slothfulness. Part I was in Tidings of
Zion, Issue # 111 April-May-June 2015.
In the first article on slothfulness we looked at
some of the symptoms of being a slothful servant.
A diagnosis would suggest that we all have this
condition to some extent in our lives. At times we
may be overwhelmed by this condition and it can
lead to inactivity or even rebelliousness. As the
word symptom would suggest, the symptoms of a
condition or disease are not the problem as much as
what it is the cause of the condition.
The second presentation on this theme was held on
January 17, 2015 in Oak Grove, MO. There are many
effects of being slothful. One of them is recorded
in the parable on the redemption of Zion - Section
98:6g. Some background on this parable would
be helpful. Verse 6a of Section 98 states that this
parable is “concerning the redemption of Zion”. A
nobleman had a choice spot of land. The servants of
the nobleman were asked to do three things - plant
twelve olive trees, set watchmen round about them,
and build a tower for a watchman to look over the
land.
The servants began by being obedient and doing the
things the nobleman asked of them. They planted
the olive trees, set watchmen, and began to build
the tower. Here is where things began to fall apart.
They asked among themselves, “And what need
hath my lord of this tower”. Their questioning
was to not build the tower because they were in a
time of peace. Some suggested it would be better to
use the money and give it to the exchangers. After
long consultation this led to strong disagreement,
because the scripture states “they were at variance
with one another”.
This scripture then goes on to say this, “while they
were at variance one with another they became

very slothful.” While they were in this condition the
enemy came. And because they were not prepared
for the enemy, the hedges were broken down and
the work was overcome. Slothfulness can lead to
a lack of preparation, indifference, argument, and
carelessness.
The parable goes on to tell us how all of this was
overcome, and the Lord’s work became victorious.
But for the purposes of this article I want to focus on
the relationship of the people becoming at variance
with each other, and how by not being united and
being one the people became slothful. The Lord has
commanded us to become one. We all know that
achieving oneness has not been accomplished in our
day. Because we have not obeyed the commandment
to become one we have suffered individually, in our
families, and in the church. Since the church has
suffered, the consequence is that our nation and the
world has suffered.
What does it mean to be “at variance”? The dictionary
states that this term means to be in a state of
difference or disagreement. Other synonyms would
be - conflict, division, schism, quarreling, opposed,
and being cross one with another. Do those words
represent the way the church should be? Do those
words represent the way the church’s condition is
right now oftentimes? The parable in Section 98 is
talking about a future day since the redemption of
Zion did not occur in the 1830’s.
By contrast the antonyms of the phrase “at variance”
are - agreement, harmony, and peace. Now I ask
you, which condition is the church to be like?
The problem goes beyond being at variance with
each other, the problem is that being divided and
quarreling with one another leads to slothfulness.
And the synonyms for slothfulness are - idle,
indolent, shiftless, lazy, apathetic, and being careless.
Slothfulness is a spiritual condition A condition that
leads to destruction. As President Abraham Lincoln
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said, speaking about the state of the Union, while
quoting from Mark 3:19 “A house divided against
itself cannot stand.”
This article cannot give the solutions to a spiritual
dilemma. The article can help you to see the problem,
but the solution comes from each person working
together for the cause of Zion. In Alma, chapter
11, verse 26, Alma and Amulek were preaching
throughout the land. The scripture in verse 26 states,
“And there was no inequality among them, for the
Lord did pour out his Spirit on all the face of the
land, to prepare the minds of the children of men,
or to prepare their hearts to receive the word which
would be taught among them at the time of his
coming.” The Spirit brought them to the condition
of one heart and one mind, not men negotiating an
agreement to become of one heart and one mind.
The condition of the people, and the condition
of the church must improve and change for the
redemption of Zion to come about. This is another
way of saying, “Zionic conditions are no further
away nor any closer than the spiritual condition of
my people justifies.” (D&C 140:5c)
Consider these questions?
1) How does being at variance with each other
		 affect our relationship with the Lord?
2) How does being at variance with each other
		 affect our relationship with one another?
3) How does being at variance with each other
		 affect others outside of the church?
Now what are we going to do about this? Let’s
talk with one another. Let’s pray for his Spirit to be
with us. Let’s not be slothful. Part III will be about
overcoming slothfulness by keeping our eyes upon
Jesus.
ADMONITION 				
verse one
O my people, saith the Spirit, hear the word of God today;
Be not slothful, but obedient; ‘tis the world’s momentous day!
Unto honor I have called you, honor great as angels know;
Heed ye then, a Father’s counsel, and by deeds your
purpose show.

10 Tidings of Zion

Miracles on I-70
by Darrell Webster
Painesville, OH

M

y wife, Fran and I, had been having some health
issues before the CRE/POZ conference/reunion
in Independence, June 21-26, 2015. Mainly because of
my rapid heart-beat and the possibility of cancer of the
liver, bones or colon for Fran, we thought we might not
be able to attend this year. We asked for prayers from
Saints on our e-mail prayer chain, only to find that the
request had gone worldwide. I underwent surgery
on my heart which put it back in rhythm and Fran’s
test all were negative for cancer. When we arrived at
conference I saw Eric Odida (Odeeda) from Kenya,
Africa and the first thing he said was “We were praying
for you and Fran.” The sincerity of his comment was
so strong that it made my heart swell with joy that
Saints a half a world away cared, yes, love us enough
to pray for us. I am ever so thankful for all the prayers
of the Saints around the world.
The Lord however was not finished blessing my family.
As we began our trip home to Ohio, Fran became quite
tired so when we stopped for breakfast I took over
driving. She mostly slept as I drove. We were trying
to reach Dayton, Ohio where we would stop for the
night, but we both became tired and decided to stop in
Richmond Indiana for the night. Fran was not hungry,
which is not unusual because many times she doesn’t
eat supper. Our grandchildren, Michael, Gabby and I
went to supper.
Michael for some reason left the curtain open slightly.
Upon returning to the room Michael and Gabby ran
ahead and looked through the window. They came
running back saying, “Something is wrong with
grandma. She is sitting in a chair slumped over and

shaking.” Somehow we had misplaced the room key so
Gabby ran to the front desk and asked for another key.
When we entered the room Fran was sitting in a chair
at the desk slumped over. I went around in front of
her and lifted her head up and saw the biggest glassy
eyes I have ever seen. Her mouth was drooping and
drooling. I asked her what was wrong and all I got
was some unintelligible sound. We couldn’t call 911
from the room so I sent Gabby back to the office to call.
Fran was able to move her head so I asked her if she
wanted me to administered to her and she shook her
head yes. I anointed her and prayed as directed in
the scriptures. The EMS and a fire engine arrived and
took Fran to Reid Hospital. I called Frank Dippel, in
West Virginia, and asked him to text our texting group
for prayers which he did. As we were going to the
hospital, I received a call from David Joyce, which was
a God sent answer to prayer and our need. He said
he was about forty minutes behind us and would I
like them to stop. I said “Yes.” God had already been
aware of our need long before it happened. David had
actually started out an hour before us but had made a
side trip that took about three hours.
When Michael heard the Joyce family was coming, he
told me God had answered his prayer for someone to
come. Again I was over-joyed at Michael’s statement
and that God was sending those of the faith that would
assist.
David, Kristy and Heather stopped and provided
ministry that we so desperately needed. David and
I administered to Fran after which the doctor told us
that Fran had had three seizures, two in the EMT unit
and one in the ER. I would later find out that she had
a small heart attack caused by the seizures which were
caused by scars from earlier strokes.
David and Kristy offered to take Michael and Gabby
home with them to West Virginia. I agreed and as it
turned out, it was another blessing.
I cannot express with the written word the thanks and
joy I have for my Heavenly Father, the Joyce’s and all
the Saints around the world that have prayed for us.
God bless all of you. May His countenance always
shine upon all of you.
Your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Darrell, Fran, Michael and Gabby

Miracles on I-70

Part Two

by Elder David Joyce
Morgantown, WV

L

“

ord, allow me to be an instrument in your hands.”

I pray that prayer often…usually with some specific
goal in mind. But I’m convinced that God, in His
infinite wisdom, answers this scripturally motivated
plea in ways that we may never foresee. Our trip home
from the 2015 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders in Independence,
MO was evidence and testimony of how God uses us
in His ways and in His time, without always letting us
in on the details at the beginning.
It’s about a thirteen hour drive home along Interstate
70 from Independence, MO to Morgantown, WV plus
an hour time change. It makes for a long ride home,
and my wife would be the first to tell you that I’m all
business when it comes to a drive like that. Stops for
gas and a quick break are about all we get. Just get us
home. Our original plan was to leave our hosts’ home
about 6 am and get home before dark, if we could
avoid construction, big city traffic, etc.
That plan changed midweek when John and Polly
Mundy, who graciously housed us for the week,
invited us to a family picnic at the lake on the Saturday
we were scheduled to leave. Oh how we wanted to
spend more time with them. We debated a bit before
concluding that a few hours at the lake and then back
on the road would be a perfect end to a blessed week.
Our daughter Heather, my wife Kristy, and I were
excited to spend that little bit of extra time with them
and their family. The day was beautiful, the company
was fantastic, and the lake was God’s gift to those who
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enjoy the outdoors. Before it was over, a three hour
picnic, a bonus lakeside ice cream stop, the perfect
amount of boat repair time, plus the detour mileage to
the lake itself, put us an additional six or seven hours
behind schedule by the time we made it through St
Louis. That was not a problem. We had no reason to
be home early other than to get up for church the next
morning.
The light of home at the end of the long tunnel was now
the only light ahead of us… or so we thought… until we
reached Indianapolis. It was then that we got a group
text from Brother Darrell Webster, who was also on his
way home from conference to Kirtland, OH with his
wife Fran and their grandchildren, Michael and Gabby.
The text simply read that they were in Richmond, IN
(a town at the Indiana -Ohio boarder) and that Fran
had suffered what appeared to be a stroke, along with
a request for urgent prayer. We had left Independence
much earlier in the day than the Webster’s and should
have been six hours further down the highway and
home by now, but instead, we were now an hour
behind them. We immediately began prayer and tried
to decide if we were going to be in the right place to be
of help. It was the perfect amount of time for prayer
and action. A quick call to Darrell and we knew we
were going to be at the hospital in Richmond right
about the time they would arrive there.
How blessed we were to arrive at the hospital and
find the kids in the waiting room. Brother Darrell
and I administered to Fran in the emergency room
as the nurses and doctors performed their duties.
The wisdom of God reached down to join with and
enhance the intelligence of man as the doctors, EMT’s,
and nurses responded to Fran’s needs.
Darrell would have his hands full at a hospital far
away from his home for the next couple days. It was
the perfect blend of opportunity and necessity that
allowed our family to take the kids home with us for
the next week and allow Darrell the freedom to care
for his wife. What a great reunion it was to see them
at their home later that week with Fran up and talking.
Thanks be to God that He hears our prayers and uses
us as instruments in this condition of life. All glory to
Him for His care and direction. We continue to trust
that God will do all things in order and in His time.
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Miracles on I-70 Part Three
God Answered My Prayer
by Michael Zambrano
Painesville, OH

W

e left Independence, MO on Saturday, June 27,
2015 to head home to Painesville, OH. It was a
cloudy night in Richmond, Indiana where we stopped
at a motel. Everyone was hungry, except grandma, so
we left her in the room and went to supper. As we were
leaving, I left the curtain slightly open.
During supper, I stated that I felt something was
wrong. We finished supper and returned to the room.
I ran ahead and saw grandma through the window.
She was slumped over in the chair. I ran back to tell
grandpa what I saw. We couldn’t find the key to the
room so we got one to replace it. When we got in
the room, grandma was stiff and we couldn’t lift her
up. We couldn’t call 911 from the room , so my sister,
Gabby went to the office and had them call.
Before the EMS came I was praying that someone
would come to get Gabby and me, as well as getting
someone to make grandma feel better. When the EMS
arrived they took grandma to the hospital. On the
way, grandpa got a call from David Joyce saying that
he was only 40 minutes away. Not long after we got
to the hospital, the Joyce family arrived. We showed
David how to find grandma. David and grandpa
administered to her and grandpa felt better. A few
hours later, David and his family took Gabby and me
home with them to Morgantown, WV. This was the
answer to my prayers.
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
The U.S. Constitution was approved in 1787.
Constitution Day is observed on September 17.
The Constitution is mentioned in
Doctrine & Covenants in
Section 95:2 and 98:10

Blessings from
Odessa Hills, MO 2015
Senior High Youth Camp
by Brian Herren
Salem, OR

A

total of eleven souls were able to attend the
Odessa Senior High camp this year from Salem,
Oregon, and all were blessed in tremendous measure by
the gifts of God. Michael Livingston, Sydni Williams,
Melissa Clark and Vitaliy Surov were the four youth
attending as campers, and below is a compilation of
their shared testimonies from this blessed week.
It is always a pleasure to be able to attend the Odessa
Hills Sr. High camp in Missouri. This year our youth
made more efforts in preparation than in previous
years, and I truly believe that we were blessed by it.
This youth camp was probably one of the best youth
camps I have been to. My first testimony from camp
was seeing my good friend Marley who had previously
been unable to attend due to foot surgery. I was very
thankful to God in answering my prayers. I really felt
that the whole camp was unified early on and I knew it
was going to be a great week. In one of Brian Herren’s
classes, we were taught that we have anchors to the
world and how it keeps us from the fullness of God.
He then had us tie a rope with a golf ball on the end

around our ankles representing our sins as anchors to
the world. We had to wear them 24/7 until the evening
chats the next night. These golf balls soon became our
worst enemies, and we realized how ridiculous it is
to keep our sins. Either we make the sin fit into our
lives, or we complain about those around us and how
their sin gets in our way, when we have our own to
worry about behind us. We also came to the realization
of how dirty sin could make us feel. That Tuesday
evening chats could not have come quicker, and we
all quietly went one by one to pray with a counselor
and get our anchors of the world cut off from us. We
then made our way to the pool, which was the fullness,
where Brian told us the time is now and we must not
procrastinate any longer he said, “Now jump in and
fully give yourself to God, come as you are.” At first,
I thought that he was joking but after he said that, I
saw Robert Gillam just dive in, then Brian jumped in,
and then, I followed clothes and all, and then we all
jumped in. We had not been told to prepare to be wet
so we were all in our normal clothing, but that is what
made it so awesome. When I came up, I literally felt as
light as a feather. It felt amazing. This experience has
taught me what it feels like to be forgiven. I will always
remember this because I personally always want to
feel that way. I learned so much from that experience
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and it furthered the unity of the camp very early in the
week, and it only built from there.
We also had the wonderful blessing of having our
sister Lauren White be able to attend. Lauren had
cancer, which almost took her before camp, but her
heart yearned to be there and because of the prayers
that were offered up on her behalf, God allowed her
to come one last time. Lauren was able to share her
testimony before she had to leave due to her weakening
body, and I felt in my heart that it would be the last
time I saw her. She then passed on to her reward a few
days later, but I will never forget the power of prayer
or her testimony, that will live on.
There is a special place on the Odessa Hills
Campground that I was introduced to. It is a place
where God abides when those who gather prepare
themselves. It is a simple youth chapel. Not a fancy
cathedral, just a basic, wooden youth chapel. Yet, this
chapel is where the Lord abided. During the week, this
chapel was a place of prayer and fasting, and it was
treated with reverence and sensitivity. This place is
where I wept when I could not feel Him. This place is
where I prayed when I was in fear. This place is where
I poured my heart out to Him and He comforted me. In
one worship service for the men, we sang with all our
hearts and might, and there were those that sang with
us that I could not see with my eyes. The sheer power
felt in that youth chapel as we were accompanied
might only be understood to be the angels from the
heavens above. “If that is the way that we will sing
praises in heaven, I would not be disappointed,” said a
man afterwards. I know that God can be felt anywhere
and that His presence is not confined to a few places,
but just as one man said, “I believe that there are places
upon this earth, which have been made special by His
presence and remain to be governed by His heavenly
courts and the mandates of His Majesty”, and I was
introduced to one of those places on the Odessa Hills
campground.
It was very sad to say our goodbyes when that last
day finally came, but we all were anchored in Christ
and ready to be brighter lights in the world. The next
day, Brian preached twice. We were able to share
testimonies from camp at the Colbern Road Restoration
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Branch, and that evening we attended Waldo Avenue
Restoration Branch to hear Brian Herren preach. The
Lord really blessed us there and the Spirit could be felt
all around. As I looked around the sanctuary, I noticed
many familiar faces, like Eric and Pam Odida from
Kenya, Lyle Smith from Grain Valley, MO. Darrell
and Fran Webster from Ohio and Francis Harper from
Iowa. I thought to myself, this must be what Zion will
be like: a time to worship together with friends from all
around the world where time does not exist. Our time
in Missouri was filled with so many blessings and I am
very grateful for all who made our way possible, and
especially our Heavenly Father for keeping us safe
and pouring His blessings upon us. I look forward to
the day when I can be reunited with those brothers and
sisters again.

Addendum by Stu Gage, Independence, MO
Milee and I, once again, had the incredible
opportunity to direct the Senior High Youth
Camp, at Odessa Hills. We were also extremely
blessed to have in attendance, 11 wonderful
people from the Northwest Region. In addition
to the four campers, previously mentioned, we
also had seven amazing people on our staff.
Brian Herren came again this year as our camp
pastor. His wife Melissa shared her wonderful
talents as a counselor. Kevin Herren and his wife
Trina also added an excellent spirit as counselors.
Ron and Dorothy Herren drove from Oregon
to share in the kitchen duties with Clayton and
Glenda Foss and what a great blessing they
were to our camp. Last but not least, was Robert
Ellison, who had come as a camper the two
years previous. He helped out wherever he was
needed and we were so thankful to have him.
The connection that we have made over the last
three years with the Saints from the Northwest
has been an incredible blessingto many of us
here in the Center Place. The Lord, truly had His
hand in bringing us together.

Witnessing Through
Social Media
By Jacob Roberts
Independence, MO

W

e live in an age of
communication, where we
can connect with people all across
the earth in a matter of minutes.
Through social media (Facebook,
Twitter, Skype, etc.) anyone can be
a missionary. It doesn’t matter if
you are not able to travel, using the
Internet you can still be a missionary.
Brother Jim McKiddie and I, in April of this year,
had the opportunity to reach out to Crystal Lavigne
living in Canada. She was seeking fellowship and
answers after years of being away from the Church.
Despite life choices and circumstances, God has been
working in Crystal’s life, especially during that time
of absence. God was prompting and moving upon
her heart to return to the Faith and the Church of
her childhood. Within the last couple of years God
has been moving in the lives of her husband Todd
and their children- Michael, Alicia, Dylan, Matthew,
and Joshua. It has been a joy getting to know them.
They have asked many challenging and thought
provoking questions, which I enjoy answering. As a
family, they pray and study the Scriptures together.
They have a deep desire to serve God and others.
Ministry for themwas set up by Brother McKiddie
through making contact with the Oakwood
Restoration Branch in Michigan. On July 11 and 12,
2015, three elders (Fred Brown Sr. and Fred Brown
Jr. from the Oakwood Branch and Rex Monarch
from Garden City Restoration Branch) gave much
needed and desired ministry to Crystal’s immediate
and extended family. Todd, Michael, and Alicia
made their covenant with their Heavenly Father
and were baptized by the water and the Spirit. There
have been many testimonies that have come out of
this experience that will hopefully be shared in the
future.

The following is the response from Crystal to Jim
and me:
I guess things don’t always necessarily go
as we envision them. That’s how Saturday
started. I figured right from the start, it would
be all prayer, talking and learning, but the
conversations were dominated by other visitors
that maybe didn’t have this on their mind. I felt
this way again for most of Saturday evening,
but had to keep checking in with myself, before
their visit, that in some way God would work
through these men and touch especially my
husband, children, father, brother, sister and
brother-in-law, mom and anyone else who may
or may not be present. I prayed to God to ask
Him to please take care of them first. Of course
as I am watching, listening and interacting
when needed, I felt like nothing was going
the way it should. I prayed to God, silently,
asking Him to please help me be at peace with
the conversations that were not being centered
around Him, if this was His will. Although, I
could not see this being His will. Oh how little
did I know!
The baptisms on Saturday were flawlessly
beautiful. The ministry that was brought,
the Spirit being present, made it to be such a
beautiful occasion. As a mom, I couldn’t be
more pleased with my children for committing
their lives to Jesus. As a wife, I felt the same.
I can honestly say I felt very honored to be
allowed such a privilege of witnessing their
baptisms.
We talked until late Saturday night (nobody
would go home), but in all honesty, I just wanted
to take all three of them and just pray and study
and worship during that time period. Again,
the weekend, as much as I wanted it to be for
me, I wanted it to be for the ones who needed
it the most. I wanted it to be for my children
and my husband as their first experience ever. I
needed it to be for those who have fallen away.
Many conversations were directed at me. I did
have a wonderful, amazing time and there were
so many times that these men would say things
that I have been feeling in my heart for a very
long time. They helped (unbeknownst to them)
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confirm to me that God has revealed many
things to me and they are true! They confirmed
some of the guidance I have been asking for and
wasn’t sure if I was on the right journey with it
or not. It was unbelievable in ways. I wish the
entire world could have shared.
Sunday came I was genuinely sad that they
had to leave. I am not sure the ministers knew
the impact they made. The confirmations, the
ministry, and being able to take the sacrament
for the first time in over 20 years, meant so
much to me I pray that no church member ever
takes for granted the privileges of the church. I
was most appreciative as I:
•
		
		
•
		
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
		
		
		

Witnessed my husband and children
share for the very first time in this most
humbling experience.
Saw my seven year old’s excitement
for his turn next year. He says he wants
to be baptized on his birthday. He’s a
very good reader now and wants his own
Bible instead of using Mommy’s.
Shared with my five year old as he
reluctantly agreed that it’s best for him to
wait three years to be baptized. He will
tell you he knows a lot of God things.
Watched my two year old enjoy the Spirit
to such a degree, he wouldn’t put down
the hymnal even though he can’t read.
He opens it up in the middle of the book
and starts singing about God. He asked
in the morning if it’s his turn to be
baptized today.

The ministry that took place held so much deep,
personal meaning. I can’t wait to be able to share
more. At the very end of it all, even though
things didn’t start or go the way I envisioned
them, I know they were the way God wanted
them to be! Even if the conversations didn’t
always center around Him. I know this because
of my brother-in-law. I know this because of my
dad, who sent me a wonderful thank-you and
testimony. I know this because of my aunt, who
sent a message through my mom.
At the end of it all, God was in control the whole
time. His Spirit was with all who were willing
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and I pray that we can hold that with us until
we can receive further ministry to help uphold,
increase and develop our faith, understanding
and desire.
Through the Providence of God, Crystal’s sister
Rachael, and brother-in-law Robert, who live in
England, visited during this time. They were able to
share in the ministry given, in the discussions, and
witness the ordinances. God’s Spirit touched their
hearts as well. Robert has shared that the weekend
was a turning point in his life and that he received
a calm that was needed in his life. He has a desire
to be baptized. Brother Rex Monarch will be using
social media to keep in contact and have scripture
study with Rachael and Robert. We don’t know the
ripple effects that our actions and words can have.
Connections are being made through Crystal’s
family and another person who lives in England that
desires to be baptized and have fellowship. God is
an awesome God! Great things are ahead! I believe
one of those may be establishing new branches in
these areas.
Let us not take for granted the privileges we have in
the Center Place. Let us not be self-centered and selfabsorbed. We need to be humble and grateful for the
blessings that we have. We need to consider those in
other nations that do not have the opportunities of
being close together for fellowship and worship as
well as having other resources so readily available.
God is truly blessing His people and building up
His Kingdom. If God can use an imperfect and
inadequate vessel like me to bring ministry, even if
it’s through social media, look at how God can use
those willing to be used. Be open to the leadings of
His Spirit and be willing to make that first move.

Report from Luzon,
the Philippines
by Elder Murray Broughton
Euroa, VIC, Australia

D

elma and I left Australia on May 3 and were met
by family and friends at the airport in Manila. It
was a surprise to both of us that Ernie Natino was not
with them. Jennifer told us that her papa was not with
them because he was not feeling well. We decided to
go visit Ernie. He had a stiff neck and could not move
his neck or lie down to sleep. He asked for the Laying
on of Hands and right away I administered him.
The next morning we traveled to Pangasinan. Ernie
felt better and was able to travel with us. Arriving in
Agno, it was so good to be welcomed by Virginia Nilo
and Delma’s mother and have breakfast together. In
the afternoon, I went visiting, and in the evening we
had the reading of scriptures and singing of hymns.
To our joy and delight, the chapel was full.
We went to visit Virginia de Guzman’s parents and
talked about the ordinances of the church. Delma
taught the Sunday School for 19 children. After
visiting, I taught the youth class. We had an afternoon
service and studied the six principles of the doctrine
of Christ as found in Hebrews 6:1-3. In the evening
we had a question and answer session from the Bible
and also sang hymns. The chapel is full and some
were outside too.
We went to meet and visit Brother Bob Allen, from
America, in Pangasinan and had a lovely time
together. We talked about the church with Brother
Allen and his wife, Susan, a native of the Philippines.
They attend Waldo Avenue RB in Independence, MO.
There were baptisms in Sabangan Beach of Anadhel
Nagal and Dona Luna. On Sunday we shared in the
ordinance of Baptism of the Holy Spirit for the newly
baptized sisters Anadhel and Dona. We completed
our worship with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
We continued visiting during the day in Trece
Martirez, and held study classes in the evening.
Brother Richard Candido was ordained to the office of
deacon. I was so happy and humbly say that I really

enjoyed my missionary trip to the Philippines. We felt
the love and support of the people and experienced
their dedication to the covenant that they have made.
I love the people and their faithful-ness, in studying
and learning the Holy Scriptures, and also in their
love for the Lord.
Thank you to the SEAAM Board for your continued
support of sending books and magazines to the
Saints in the Philippines. We also thank our brothers
and sisters at the 2015 Australian re- union for your
financial help as well as others who gave money for
the needy. The pure love of Christ is charity.

A League To Remember
by Richelle Candido
Agno, the Philippines

T

he first Zion’s League was held in December of
2013 in Agno Pangasinan. At that time I was not
able to join because I was working at my relative’s
store. In 2015 I was able to join the Zion’s League. I
was one of the organizers together with Ace De Vera,
Susan DeGuzan and Julius Candido. Ace was the
head organizer and divided us into four color teams
with ten members each. Team leaders were: Richelle
Candido, white team; Marvin Nano, blue team ;
Julius Candido, yellow team; and Jason Clave, violet
team. Thanks to Maricoris, Romelyn De Guzman
and Anadhel Nagal for being on the committees, and
also to Jonathan Nuevo, Jeric Jimenez and Ronnie
Quezada for being referees for our basketball game.
In some cases being teenagers, we often argue about
things, miss-communicate, and blame things on
others. As we talked with each other, we were able
to resolve issues and remain in a good harmonious
relationship. Ace, Julius, and Elder Murray Broughton
taught us about friendship, love, respect, and unity.
That is why this is a summer that will always be
remembered. Our summer activity helped us grow
not only as individuals but also as a group. It made
me feel like I have a huge family. We experienced the
love, respect and trust that we need and the faith that
unites us. We may have a lot of differences but we
manage to talk about them.
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One of our group activities was the highlight of our
summer league. We had a chance to share how we feel
and understand things and how much we appreciate
being a member of Zion’s League. After our basketball
game we had an award ceremony. The blue team
placed first, yellow team second, white team third,
and violet team fourth. Congratulations to Jayson
Nanasco for being named the MVP of the basketball
game and Christian Caasi for the volleyball game.
Also congratulations to Jayson Clave for beingnamed
the best leader.
On May 21, our Zion’s league members went on
an outing at Aloleng beach. We had a boodle fight
(foods were placed on a banana leaf and eaten
with bare hands). All members worked together
for the preparation of the outing. Some went to the
mountainside to get wood, some went to the well to
get water, some went to the market, and some were
preparing all the needed equipment. Without jokers,
dancers and singers from every team, it would have
been boring. The bonding times and unforgettable
experiences of Zion’s League will be missed. I miss
the youth and look forward to the next Zion’s League.
I will not forget my first Zion’s League experience.
We were strangers before, but now we are friends and
family.

This is My Testimony
Anadhel N. Nagal
the Philippines

M

In 2007, six of us started a Bible study with
my uncle ,Elder Murray Broughton, around a
kitchen table where a lot of witnessing took place. I
was still single and an active member of the Philippine
Independent Church. Although I was learning a lot, I
had decided to stay with my church. It may be hard
to believe, but when we got started this was the first
time that I had read one whole chapter of the Bible.
In my church, you can only read one part or verse of
the Bible before the sermon is given by the Priest. The
Priest will ask you to read some verses in front of the
congregation. Once you say yes, you will be given a
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book which is already opened and bookmarked. After
you read the marked verse the Priest will discuss it
through a sermon. That was good enough for me.
After I got married, I did not attend my church
frequently because my husband was a member of the
Church Iglesia in Christo. I felt sorry for him because
he was disregarded by his church because of me .
When my daughter was born, I had already stopped
attending my church. I don’t know why. Maybe
because the church was too far from our home. I
never stopped attending the Church of Jesus Christ
Agno Branch. Even though I was not a member of the
Agno Branch, I still attended for almost seven years.
About this time I started asking Elder Murray many
questions about his church. There were so many things
I needed to learn. I read more chapters of the Bible
and started to learn how to have a good conversation
about God with other people from different religions.
I read, learned, talked, listened, and shared. It makes
me feel good when someone listens to me especially
when we talk about religious matters.
When you become a wife and a mother and the
burdens of life become heavy, I have learned to trust
in God whether the burden be financial, sickness or
family trouble. He is always there and provides a way
forward. He was the One responsible for sending
people who have helped me.
Some have asked why I did not allow my daughter
to be baptized. My answer is that I will let my child
decide what religion she wants to join, at the right
time and age. Others asked why I had not been
baptized into the church like many of my relatives. I
replied that I was not ready yet and that I would not
be baptized just to please someone else.
On May 9,2015, after the night service, I talked to Elder
Murray and finally asked him “ Would you baptize
me?” He answered me with a big smile and a nod
while saying YES. He gave me a warm hug. I asked
him if it would be okay not to tell anybody about it
until the day of the baptism, not because I want to
hide it, but because I wanted to surprise everyone. He
said that would be OK.
It was May 16, 2015,when I made my covenant with
the Lord. I felt that I was reborn again. My faith in
God is stronger and deeper because I did not wait for
any sign. I was just waiting for the right time.

Domestic Outreach
Program
The Domestic Outreach Program of the CRE
functions under the direction of the Coordinating
Council of Elders. The purpose of this program is
to offer and provide ministry to any Saints of the
Restoration Movement, in Canada and the USA,
outside the Center Place. Any person, family,
group, or branch may contact the CRE Office and
request ministry. We only come at your invitation.
Ministry that is available includes preaching,
teaching, visiting, witnessing weekends, etc. Brother
Paul Gage is currently functioning as Chair of this
program. If desired, you may contact him at 816833-6552 or pauljg_64055@yahoo.com.

Kindell and Pam Boehler

John Weiss & Raymond Girton

Karen Grable

Many branches around the world are also providing
ministry to the Saints whenever requested. The
ministry of these branches is very much appreciated.
The Domestic Outreach Program has no desire to
interfere with any existing programs, but rather to
support them as requested.
Ministry this year has gone to Canada, Colorado,
Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Washington, and West Virginia.

Paul Gage & Bill Sutton

L-R Shirley & George; Carol & Charles, Kristy Anthony, Tom Hoeh and Donna Winks

Children’s Camp Themes
Eric Beach, ON Canada
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“Distributing to the Necessity of Saints” (Romans 12:13)
by High Priest Francis Harper
Woodbine, Iowa

T

wo powerful earthquakes recently unleashed
their devastating blows upon the nation of
Nepal. This small country is located in the shadows
of the mighty Himalayas, the highest mountain
range in the world. Even the majestic Mount Everest,
at a height of 29,000 feet, was shaken.

The problems being faced by the Nepalese is being
compounded by the arrival of the monsoon season,
which occurs every summer. The heavy rains
make living in tents very miserable. (Pictured at
the left is Elder Dil Gurung of Kathmandu and his
grandfather, Sher Bahadur Gurung, one of the tent
dwellers). In a message sent to Francis Harper of
the Woodbine, Iowa, Restoration Branch, Dil wrote:
“I am sending a picture of my Grandpa, who is a 102
year old man. He was baptized by you [He was baptized
at age 96]. And my Grandpa has sent big love and jai
mashi to you. He got very happy when I said that Brother
Francis and other Saints have sent big help for us. . . .
All Restoration Branches [receiving aid] have sent lots of
thanks to everyone for the help. We don’t have words to
express our feelings. God bless you all.”

The first quake occurred on Saturday, April 25, 2015,
and the second came seventeen days later, on May
12. These earthquakes were the strongest to hit this
poor South Asian country in more than 80 years. The
first measured 7.8 on the Richter scale. The second
registered slightly less. These earthquakes were
unique due to the very large number of aftershocks.
Miraculously, none of the Saints were killed or
injured. The total loss of lives in the nation reached
more than 8,000, and the number of injured was
estimated at more than 16,000. In addition to the
injuries and deaths, more than half a million homes
were destroyed. The home of Tez Baram, an elder
and pastor in Gorkha, was heavily damaged and
his business was totally destroyed. Tez and his wife,
Himla, with their two children, are temporarily living
in a tent, as are thousands of others. The Gorkha City
Restoration Branch
Church was also
heavily damaged
by the quakes.
One of the outside
walls is now a pile
of rubble.
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Travel in the mountains is almost impossible,
due to the landslides caused by the rain. Supplies
needed for the repair of the people’s homes will
quite likely be in short supply, and delivery will be
difficult in this mountainous country. Some of the
homes are nearly inaccessible, even in dry weather.
After the monsoons comes autumn, and the cooler
temperatures will make living in tents increasingly
uncomfortable.
Beyond the loss of their homes and “life and limb,”
the psychological and emotional pain caused by their
physical losses will continue to take a toll upon the
Nepalese for years to come. Now, after this disaster,
this already economically impoverished nation will
have an even greater struggle to overcome the ills of
poverty.

A Note Of Thanks
by Elder Dil Gurung
Nepal

D
This picture of the Nepalese children embracing
each other touches the heart. It was sent by one of the
pastors who lives in Kathmandu, Nepal. This city of
an estimated four million inhabitants has suffered
great losses. The loss of life can be quickly tabulated,
but this is only the beginning of their sorrows. We
cannot imagine the pain being experienced by the
injured, homeless, widows, fatherless and orphans.
The survivors are reaching out to one another to
receive comfort and help. The children embracing
each other in love illustrates the Spirit of Zion; the
kingdom of God.
Help is coming to the Nepalese people from around
the world. Shown in the
photo is Prabha Pradhan,
wife of Pastor Prakash
Pradhan of Kathmandu.
She is distributing blankets
which have been purchased
with funds donated by the
Restoration Saints.
Dear Saints,
Brother Dil’s words, “we don’t have words to express
our feelings” also describe my sentiments. As of June 10,
2015, nearly $30,000 has been contributed and wired to
the church’s bank account in Kathmandu, Nepal. These
funds were specifically designated to be used to assist
the Saints in overcoming the effects of the earthquakes.
A committee of elders has been named and will give an
account for the distribution of the funds. Every donor
has been personally acknowledged and thanked for their
contribution.
I have been impressed with the generosity of the Saints.
The Spirit of Zion has been demonstrated “and there were
no poor among them” (Genesis 7:23 IV).

ear Saints: Thank you for the earthquake relief
funds. We thank you so much, from the bottom
of our hearts. Because of the funds we have received
we were able to obtain food, medical treatment,
shelter, drinking water, etc. We still are recovering
from the earthquakes and aftershocks. The main
center is Gorkha.
We have kept all the records on file as to how we
have used the relief funds. I have all the branches
records. Thank you once again for your big relief
fund. Because of your big support, we are able to
eat and have drinking water. If we had not received
help and support, we would have lost our hope.
But we had a big hope In GOD! Only GOD knows
our needs. So thank you very much for all of your
support spiritually and physically.
Jai Mashi. Love you all!
THOUGHTS FOR DEVOTION
Imagine you are in a store and you see a display that
features a new kind of shoe polish. A salesperson gets
your attention by saying, “This miracle of modern
science will bring a rich luster to dull leather. It is so
good that everyone will notice the difference and want
to know what you are using. Sure, it costs more, but you
just can’t afford not to buy it.
You notice something that causes you to say, “I’m sure
you believe in your fancy shoe polish, but from what I
can see, your product does not work any better than the
brand I usually buy. If what you are selling is so great,
why don’t your shoes shine brighter than mine?”
Our efforts to interest people in the gospel are sometimes
just as unconvincing. All too often we ask them to trust
Christ as their Savior and be willing to pay the high
price of following Him, but we fail to give them visible
evidence that Christ makes a difference in our lives.
How do we establish a credible witness? One way is to
love our enemies, or those we don’t care for, and not
just our friends or family. We can also show kindness
when it is not expected or deserved. By the Holy Spirit’s
power, we can demonstrate that following Christ is well
worth the higher price. Luke 6:27-38
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YAM: Young Adult
Ministries
by YAM Board of Advisors

For those between the ages of 18 and 28, who are
willing to experiment on the Word being promoted
and shared in this type of gathering, come and
join in on the YAM activities. Future events will
be publicized. Go to https.//www.facebook.com/
groups/1628311844110653/.

M

“

ake new friends, but keep the old.” That is
a familiar song at youth camps that many
children have attended over the years. On Saturday
evening, July 11, 2015, 60 or so youth gathered at the
Oak Grove Restoration Branch in Oak Grove, MO, for
the first of many gatherings.
YAM—Young Adult Ministries—held its kickoff
meeting on the 11th and is ready to see just how
interested those between the ages of 18 and 28 are
in coming together to grow in the gospel of Christ.
Worship and reconnecting with Christ is the main
focus of the YAM gatherings that are being directed,
coordinated, and executed by those in this age group
of 18-28. It is designed for Saints from all parts of the
Restoration Movement. The purpose is to advance the
work of Christ’s Kingdom in the lives of the young
adult community—not to promote any individual set
of branches within the church at large.
The YAM kick off meeting included yard games and
the “must have” campfire, complete with all your
favorite songs. Jordan Brennan, Kelsey Edwards,
Jacara Foss, Jordan Gowan, Caylee Johnson, Abby
Mercer, and Jeff Ohmer were some of the key leaders
in organizing this kickoff meeting and assembling a
schedule of events moving forward through the year
with the initial theme of “Reconnect.”
Camps and reunions often ignite our spiritual interests
and then the world seeks to consume our thoughts as
soon as we return home. YAM is an opportunity to fan
that spiritual flame in the lives of those who desire
to walk closer with Christ. The events will be held
mostly at Oak Grove Restoration Branch, however,
other locations will be used when available.
Finding a neutral ground where young adults don’t
have to defend or promote their particular “Restoration”
positions can be difficult in today’s environment. All
the while, the Lord is calling us to worship Him in
Spirit and in Truth. YAM is dedicated to providing just
such an environment so that together we can worship
the “Creator and not any one of His creations”.
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YAM Advisory Board Members (left to right in photo)
Jacara Foss

Chilhowee RB

Caylee Johnson

Atherton RB

Jordan Brennan

Colbern Road RB

Photos from Australia

Al and Jan Kerswell

Elma and Geoffrey Grayden

Brisbane RB

Euroa RB

Bob and Bev Wilkinson; Peter and Helen Archer; Daphne and Roy Schubert
Tamworth RB

My Testimony
by Judith Hawley
Independence, MO

M

y husband, Harold Hawley passed away, in
December, 2014. Some months before he
died, he had a profound spiritual experience with
the Lord.
I need to preface his experience with an explanation.
I have been going blind for many years and now am
almost entirely blind. In his experience, the Lord
came to Harold and told him he would be calling
him home soon and that He had a work for him to
do there. Harold argued with Him. Harold told the
Lord he could not die as he had to stay and take care
of me. The Lord humbled him by His next words.
The Lord said, “Don’t you think I can take better
care of Judith than you can?” He further told him
I would have a marvelous life in the future and a
special ministry. (Not priesthood ministry, but such
as the Lord would see fit to give to his handmaidens.)
Thus when Harold passed in a most unexpected
way, I could not spend my days in sorrow. I felt joy
that He had been called home to God for a higher
work in His kingdom. I also felt wrapped in God’s
love, held in His hands and comforted by the Holy
Ghost. My husband’s experience and the Lord’s
promises to him for my care, helped me through my
next two devastating losses.
In April of this year, my best friend and her husband
moved away. We are like sisters and the depth of
this loss affected me greatly. Then in May 2015,
my guide dog, Qwella, had to be retired due to her
mounting fears and stress from a lightning strike and
huge thunder blast which hit near our car the year
before. Though I was able, at that time, to reprogram
her back to getting into the car and her guide dog
work, when the many thunderstorms began to roll
across the skies beginning in late April of this year,
the noise of that thunder was too much for her. She
became too stressed and her guide work was not
safe. In June, she was returned to “The Seeing Eye”
in Morristown, N. J. When one loses such a trusted

Judith Hawley

guide and constant companion, it is like losing one’s
eyes and arm, for that harness is attached to the left
arm. When it is gone, something is missing.
These three life-changing losses could have pulled
me down into a deep depression. However, the words
the Lord gave to Harold those many months ago
continue to dwell in my mind. I have the assurance
that the Lord is taking care of me. I “know” I am in
His hands. What better care could I have?
THE GOSSIPER

A person repeated a bit of gossip about a neighbor.
Within a few days the whole community knew the
story. The person it concerned was deeply hurt and
offended. Later, the person who spread the rumor
found out it was completely untrue. They were
very sorry and went to a wise counselor to find out
how to repair the damage. The counselor told the
person to go buy a chicken and have it killed and
on the way home to pluck the feathers and drop
them, one by one, along the road home. Although
very surprised at the advice, the person did as they
were told.
The next day, the counselor told the person to go
back and collect the feathers they had dropped and
bring them to him. The person went back along the
road, but to their dismay, the wind had blown most
of the feathers away. After searching for hours, the
person returned to the counselor with only three
feathers. “You see, “ said the counselor, “it is easy to
drop them, but it is impossible to get them back. So
it is with gossip. It does not take much to spread a
rumor, but once you do, you can never completely
undo the wrong.” Read DC 64:1,2. and James 3.
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The Lord Gave Me A Second Companion
by Wilbur Wilson
Independence, MO

O

n June 22, 2014, I was sitting at home and
thought that I ought to go to Waldo Avenue
RB for the Sunday evening service. I remembered
that it was the start of the Restoration Branch Family
Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders, and
decided I wouldn’t go. A voice in my brain said,
“Go.” I thought about it for a few minutes, but
decided to stay home. The voice again said, “Go.”
So I went.
A couple I knew came in and sat in the pew beside
me. The wife took a pen out of her purse that I had
made and given to her and said, “See, I still have
that pen you gave me.”
Marci White came in with a friend and sat down
in front of me. We talked some before the service
started and I remembered that I had never given
Marci a pen, so I made a point of bringing one in the
next day.
I came to the 1:00 p.m. service that next day. It
appeared to me that Marci was looking for her friend
to set with again. Getting Marci’s attention, I offered
her one of my pens, explaining that I made it myself.
Instead of moving forward to a different pew, Marci
took her seat on the same pew as I, about three feet
to my left. As the service began, she moved about a
foot closer to me, bringing her books with her. After
a bit, Marci again moved closer to me. We sat with
each other the rest of the reunion and I asked her out
for dinner Saturday evening, June 28, 2014.
When I mentioned this to Marci sometime later, she
insisted that she had not moved over as I described
and we must have argued about these details at least
a week or two. Finally, I told her I had been praying
that the Lord would bring someone into my life and
cause that woman to make the first move so I would
know for sure this was the one the Lord chose for
me to marry. Marci conceded, saying that as I was
looking for this particular confirmation from the
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Lord, I would have noticed such details, so she must
have moved as I have explained. Later we were told
a particular person that had sat behind us all week
and was watching us, related she was witness to
these actions as described.
Marci’s first husband of 48 years had died November
11, 2013, and my wife of 44 years had died April 30,
2007. Some feel that a person should wait a full
year after the death of their spouse before making a
serious commitment. When talking with my cousin,
Steve Ballantyne, he informed us that the marriage
contract ended with the death of one partner so we
could be married any time after that. We had each
individually received confirmation that our marriage
was pleasing to the Lord. Many people told us we
looked so happy together that they thought we were
already married. We were married on September 6,
2014. We had our first kiss during our wedding.
MARRIAGE
Doctrine & Covenants Section 111
was adopted unanimously on
August 17, 1835.
The church knows no other law of marriage
than that which is set forth in Section 111.

Why I Needed To Be In The Book Of Mormon
Internship
by Jenna Luedeman
Independence, MO

W

hen I applied for the internship, I had no
idea what God had planned. At first, I was
reluctant to join. However, once it started, things
got better (but that’s another testimony). One of the
things I desired from this internship was to be able
to help others. I wasn’t sure how it would happen,
but God had many opportunities where I could be
of service.
One of the first opportunities came at the airport on
our way to Belize. One of the interns was worried
about the flight since her ticket displayed her
name incorrectly. Before we went through security,
I pulled her aside and gave her some words of
encouragement. Only weeks prior to this incident, I
was listening to a class on worry, taught by a church
friend. I didn’t realize how this moment influenced
her life, but later on, I heard her share that testimony.

Something else happened before we left on that
day as well. I didn’t know it, but the night before
we left for Belize, I was packing and felt the urge
to pack earplugs. Another intern in the group had a
difficult time with her ears adjusting to the pressure
from flying. That evening, I looked up remedies for
“airplane ear” and one of them was filtered earplugs.
It wasn’t until I gave her the earplugs that I realized
why I had packed filtered earplugs.
There are many more testimonies, such as the time
we didn’t have a cassette player and needed one
and because I lived nearby, we were able to get one
without disrupting a class. These things reminded me
of why I needed to be a part of the Book of Mormon
internship. God answered my prayer and showed
me how important each member of the internship is.
Just as I had the opportunity to help others, they too
have helped me and for that purpose, I know now
why we were all chosen.
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Elders Doug Smith from Odessa, MO and Elder Brian Herren from Salem, OR ministered in East Africa in July,
2015. Elder Eric Odida and his wife, Pam, were in the USA in June and July to share in reunions and conferences.
Lyle Smith, Tom Mitchell, and Aaron Pressler were in Kenya for a priesthood retreat in August of 2015.

Greater European Ministries (GEM)

Elders John Mundy and Eric Woolery visited church members in Germany in May of 2015. A retreat is scheduled
for Germany in September, 2015.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

Elder Antonio Orellana from Honduras and Seventy Juan Reyes, and wife, Tina, from Mexico shared with the
Saints at the Conference/Reunion in Independence, MO June 21-26, 2015. Seventy Richard Neill ministered in
Honduras in July, 2015.
NOTE: Elder Mark Ballantyne passed away in early August. Mark served as Chairman of the LAMB Board for
eight years. His ministry will be greatly missed.

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.
Australia:
		
		
		

The Saints in Australia continue to hold fast to the Rod of Iron and serve the Lord wherever
they are able. The three branches, Brisbane, Euroa, and Tamworth keep the work going
in their areas. The April reunion was a very good experience for those attending. Elder
Kelly Loyd and wife, Gianna, from Newcastle, NSW, were in the USA in May, 2015

India/Nepal:
		
		

The Saints in Nepal have suffered greatly due to the two massive earthquakes in April
and May, 2015. Elders Bob Schrunk and Ed Essig and Sheila Schrunk and Sylvia Powell
will be in Nepal from September 28-October 15, 2015 for priesthood and women’s retreats.

The Philippines: The work in the Philippines continues to function in the Mindanao area in the south and
		
Luzon in the northern region, which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering
		
in the Mindanao area since 2006. SEAAM Board Chair, Richard Neill and Elder Gary
		
Hawley completed a trip there in the spring of 2015. In the Manila area, Elder Murray
		
Broughton and wife Delma, from Australia visit at least twice a year. Delma is a native of
		
the Philippines. The Broughtons were in Luzon in May and July 2015.
All the missionary boards have a need for financial assistance to be able to continue the ministry in the world.
Funds are used to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the educational programs and to
provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members, as well as providing vehicles
for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. Checks can be made out to the CRE and on the memo line
designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the above named groups, one of the
councils, the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your interest. Thanks to all who have supported
these efforts. God bless you.
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Announcements:
ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
church or marital status, etc. Also, please notify us if
you wish to discontinue receiving the Tidings of Zion.
All contact information is on the inside front cover of
each Tidings of Zion.

SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc. Send to the CRE
c/o Publication Council. Contact information is on the
inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

ONGOING EXPENSES
As with everyone’s personal expenses, so it is with the
expenses of the CRE. Your continued support is very
much needed and appreciated.
For Your Information: There is a great need for
additional help in funding the Tidings of Zion. The
cost is about $6000 per issue depending on how many
copies are printed, sent, and the postal rates.

magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover the cost
for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and individuals
are already doing this and it is VERY MUCH
APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out to the CRE
and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of Zion”.
READER’S COMMENTS
Received my Tidings of Zion. Thank you, so much.
Please keep me on your mailing list.
I enjoy reading the Restoration news updates,
and the testimonies of others. Your Canadian
neighbour,
– Eldon Dodds, Ottawa, Ontario Canada
Thanks for sending us the Tidings of Zion. May
God’s blessings be many to you.
Leroy and Christine Starcher, Le Roy, WV
I appreciate you sending me the Tidings of Zion.
Thank you for your devotion to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
– Margaret Noren, Independence, MO
Thank you so much for keeping me on your mailing
list. I appreciate reading the Tidings of Zion.
– Jerry and Sandra Beavers, Austin, Texas

Tidings of Zion currently goes into 4400 homes around
the world, including 48
states of the USA as well as
Australia, Belize, Canada,
ZION, THE HOPE OF THE PROPHETS by Earl R. Curry
Germany, Honduras, Ivory
O Zion! The hope of the prophets and purpose of Almighty God.
Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal,
How soon shall thy glory and beauty, shine out as a light shines abroad?
the Philippines, Russia, and
How soon shall the Lord in His power, from thy towers His warning declare,
the United Kingdom.
To a world rushing on to disaster, and to times of distress and despair?
Oh, hear ye and harken my people, the judgments of God draweth nigh,
Usually we print between
Preparing the way, as predicted, when Christ shall appear in the sky.
4800 and 5000 copies so we
Then why, oh why, should we tarry, in the marts and ways of the world,
can send, by flat rate boxes, a
While Zion, the hope of the ages, remains as a banner still furled?
larger number to Honduras,
Oh Zion, God’s beautiful Zion, blest of Him many Saints soon can be.
And the world in thy shining example, both God’s love and His mercy shall see.
Kenya, Nepal, and the
Why sit we in ease and contentment, scarce struggling that Zion might be,
northern
and
southern
While civilization is sinking, like a ship going down in the sea?
islands of the Philippines to
It’s time now, to trust our Great Father, to follow as onward He leads,
be distributed to the Saints in
To build up a faith that is mighty. Let Faith find expression in deeds.
scattered areas.
All the hope and the promise of Zion, find their source in the Father of Light,
And all who shall try to achieve it, are promised His power and might!
As far as circulation, the
Prepare then the gathering places, for the hour of destruction draws near.
Tidings of Zion probably
As the hand of the Lord moves in judgment, causing anguish and trembling and fear.
reaches more homes than
O Zion, the hope of the prophets, and purpose of Almighty God,
any
other
Restoration
How soon shall thy glory and beauty, shine out as a light shine abroad?
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