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The Prince Of Peace
by CRE Historian, James Daugherty, Adrian, MO

E

very year, at the time the world chooses to
celebrate Christmas, many find joy and pleasure
in the sights and sounds of the season. We gather as
families to enjoy the traditions that have been carried
down for generations. We thrill to the singing of
carols and to the inspired music of Handel’s Messiah,
particularly to the words from Isaiah 9:6-7, “For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.”
Peace, it seems, is what the nations of the world
claim to be their goal. However, it remains as elusive
as it has ever been. The governments of all nations
find themselves insecure and unable to handle one
crisis after another.
The war in Vietnam resulted in many American
casualties, and in the pocket of one young soldier
was a photograph with this inscription, “When
the power of love overcomes the love of power,
the world will know peace.” That love of power
has driven the governments of the world, and their
citizens, to the brink of destruction.
In a 1939 Saints’ Herald article entitled “Celebrating
the Birthday of Jesus,” Apostle Charles Hield
comments on the conditions surrounding the birth
of Jesus.
“Because of the peaceful setting, we
sometimes forget the real mission of
Christ to the world. We have believed
that all was harmony in the world at
the time He was born. In fact, quite the
reverse was true.

“Augustus, the son of a money lender,
was emperor of Rome and ruled most of
the known civilized world at the time. He
had won his position by trickery, cruelty,
massacres, and war.
“In Palestine, an Idumean, the son of a
hated Samaritan woman, was the Roman
governor. He, too, had killed his way
to power. When he seized the throne,
forty-five of the most wealthy Jews were
executed in order that he might confiscate
their wealth.
In the last years of his life, Herod lived in
mental terror. He had ten different wives;
some of them he killed; some of them
escaped. He had his three sons killed
about the time of the birth of Christ.
“Into such a harsh world, Christ was
born.
“We think our war-troubled age is bad,
but it is no worse than the period at the
time of the coming of our Lord. It was
these conditions that He came specifically
to remedy. He came to teach a new way of
life. Christ, after careful preparation and
prayer, moved forward with the courage
and the strength that God always gives
to those who will seek to do His will.”
Many Christians try to keep Him in the manger. But,
my dear people, the Christ child did grow up, and
it is as the mature Son of God that the world must
learn to think of Him. He had a message for all men
in all stations of life, a philosophy of stewardship
which entitled them to a place in the presence of
God.
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Many, even in some Christian churches, believe
Christ came only to establish a new moral order
based on unconditional love and forgiveness. In
other words, a philosophy of life. In reality, Christ
came to establish a new relationship between God
and man that makes the birth of Christ and the
atonement inseparably connected. It is not just what
He taught, but who He is. The peace Christ offers is
not in agreements, compromises, and treaties, but in
a change of heart and mind— A NEW BIRTH!
The question then arises, “Why do so many people
make the choices they do, that promote and result in
personal and national chaos?” Scottish theologian,
William Barclay expressed this condition with these
words:
“The real difficulty of Christianity is twofold. It demands an act of surrender to
Christ, an acceptance of Him as the final
authority; and it demands a moral standard
wherein only the pure in heart may see
God. The disciples were well aware that
Jesus claimed to be the very life and mind
of God come down to earth; their difficulty
was to accept that as the truth, with all the
implications which are in it. And to this
day, many a man’s refusal of Christ comes,
not because Christ puzzles and baffles his
intellect, but because Christ challenges
and condemns his life.”
This Christmas season, with all the busyness that it
brings, remember to read and study the Christmas
story, as found in the Scriptures, and reflect on God’s
grace in sending light and truth, through Jesus the
Christ, that we may experience the true peace which
only He can bring. (John14:27)
“Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye
shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall
leave me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with me.
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world.” (John 16:32-33)
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A Discerning People
by Elder William “Vim” Horn
CRE Chair, Sibley, MO

T

o whom do we
belong?
Who
or what rules in our
lives? Whose voice
do you listen to? We
say that we belong
to Christ; and John
10:2-5 tells us that if
we are His, we will
know His voice.
If we are His, Christ
will rule supreme
in our lives. We will
follow His voice and will gladly submit our will to
His. We will gladly accept and obey His truth. If
we are His, our lives will bear spiritual fruit—”love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,...
against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23).
God has admonished us to be discerning—to exercise
judgment in all things. We are told to ascertain those
things that are of the Lord and are consistent with
His revealment in the past. Discernment means to
divide, to distinguish, and to separate—good from
evil, the chaff from the wheat, His will from ours.
Scripture verifies that discernment is a necessary
activity in the life of every believer. Romans 12:2
says, “And be not conformed to this world; but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God is.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 says,
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”
Even while we are told to exercise judgment, we are
cautioned to exercise proper judgment. John 7:24
states: “Judge not according to your traditions, but
judge righteous judgment.” In 1 Corinthians 4:5 we
find, “Therefore I judge nothing before the time,
until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest
the counsels of the hearts; and then shall every man
have praise of God.”
If we are expected to be discerning, why is there
such a lack of discernment on our part? We can point
to many reasons: the world, the flesh, or the devil.
However, the root of the matter lies with faulty
diagnosis. If we start with faulty assumptions, we
will reach faulty conclusions. If we start with correct
assumptions but apply false information, we end up
with faulty conclusions. Only when we begin with
right assumptions—the right foundation—and
apply true information, will we end up with right
conclusions, right decisions, and learn the will of
God on the particular matter at hand. So spiritual
discernment pertains to determining truth—God’s
truth for our lives.
We must guard against trying to accomplish this
process of discernment by ourselves. At times we
need to bring decisions affecting our lives and the
life of the Church before the priesthood and the
body for the purpose of discerning together God’s
will on the matter.
We are also called to collectively seek and discern
God’s will—to be a discerning people. When we
consider our current circumstance, the possibility
of coming to a common, collective understanding of
God’s will for us seems far away. We are very aware
of our differences and the resulting divisions, and
we tend to remain fixated on them.
On the other hand, we know that it is God’s great
desire for there to be no division. Scripture reveals
the following: “Now I beseech you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians
1: 10).
Do we desire this type of oneness? Do we hunger
for it? We must find a way to function as the body of

Christ, collectively discerning His will. We are the
body, but He is the head; and the head rules the
body. The head can only guide and signal the body
when the proper connections are there to allow
information to flow to and from the rest of the body.
The head, through these connections, provides for
the various members of the body to fulfill their
function as well as work in concert with one another.
In Matthew 18: 19-20, Christ promises that where
two or more are gathered, agreeing on even one thing
of eternal consequence, He will be in our midst. We
have been promised that if each of us remains
connected to the head, we will all be one; and we
can respond as a people of one heart and one mind.
So, why then is it so difficult for us to collectively
discern God’s will for us? Let me frame the same
question in a different way: “What will it take for us
to be able to discern His will as His people?”
Many of the thoughts and some of the statements
below have been influenced by the excellent work
done by Arthur G. Gish, contained in his book
Living in Christian Community, chapter 4, titled “The
Discerning Community.”
First, as we have already discussed, we must be
willing to submit our will to His. That means
we must humble ourselves before Him. We must
recognize that when we gather, we gather to do God’s
business—not our own. We must acknowledge that
we are stewards seeking and hungering after the
will and desire of the Master. We each need to bring
our personal thinking under the Lordship of Christ.
Second, we must believe that it is possible. Many of
us act as if we do not believe that we can be unified.
So we accept our separate condition, thinking that
is normal. We must trust in the promises that God
has given us: “As it is written, Whatsoever ye shall
ask in faith, being united in prayer according to my
command, ye shall receive” (Doctrine and Covenants
28:2c). From past examples we know it is possible.
“And they all cried with one voice, saying, Yea, we
believe all the words which thou hast spoken unto
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us; and also, we know of their surety and truth, because
of the Spirit of the Lord Omnipotent, which has
wrought a mighty change in us, or in our hearts, that
we have no more disposition to do evil, but to do
good continually” (Mosiah 3:2-3).
Third, we must make proper preparation for
coming together. We must be avid students of the
Scriptures. God’s Word contains His will for His
people down through the ages. The Spirit which was
resident and guiding those people then is the same
Spirit which we have access to today—the same
Spirit which stands ever ready to guide us. Knowing
how the Spirit has directed in the past is invaluable
in recognizing and evaluating the leadings of the
Spirit today. A discerning people will come together
to agree upon His Word, which will require each of
us to make the necessary preparation to know His
Word.
We must come in the right spirit. Our spirit must be
ready to participate with others and the Lord. We
really have no hope of discerning God’s will together
if we come with a spirit of pride, rebellion, and hate.
If we have “aught” with anyone, we must first
reconcile with them if we hope to have a chance of
coming together to hear what God is saying.
We must come together in an attitude of prayer and
continue in that attitude throughout our
deliberations. Prayer is what keeps us connected to
the head.
We cannot come together with our minds made up.
When we do, we circumvent the work of the Spirit.
We must trust that as we come together to deliberate
on important matters that God has a great desire to
make His will known to us—not my will, not yours,
but His. The issue with discerning God’s will is not
that He won’t speak to us; it is that we as a people
aren’t listening to Him.
Fourth, we must be willing to submit to one
another. We must come together, recognizing that
the Lord at any time may be speaking through
another individual. We must make it safe for
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everyone to express what he thinks, even when it is
unpopular—that perspective may be the very thing
the Lord is wanting us to consider.
Recognizing that the Lord may be speaking through
anyone of us will require each of us to listen to one
another with an open mind. When we assume we
know what someone is going to say before he says it,
we interfere with an essential element of the
discernment process. This is a form of disrespect
for all. We must treat each other with respect and
dignity. We must be honest with one another in a
spirit of love. We must be patient with one another—
not quick to criticize and judge. We must not assume
others have bad motives. We must be charitable with
each other. “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from
you, with all malice; and be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:3132).
When we disagree, we must engage in Christian
disagreement. This type of disagreement requires us
to recognize that we are all on the same side,
collectively seeking to know God’s truth, His will,
and then be obedient to it. All disagreements must
be conducted in a spirit of humility. In Philippians
2:2-5 we are reminded to “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye
be like-minded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. Look not every
man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus.”
When disagreements arise and offenses are given or
taken, we must be quick to forgive and reconcile. We
cannot afford to harbor ill feelings, secreting them
away in the deep recesses of our souls where they
can fester and taint our lives and the workings of
the body. We must be willing to reconcile with one
another even as God has commanded.

Fifth, we must be committed to the truth. Arthur
Gish states, “We are not self-governed, but are ruled
by God’s Spirit and Word. Our voice is not as
important as His.” We come together to discern
God’s will for us as a people. Agreeing on God’s
truth requires all of us to assume that each person
has a covenant relationship with the Lord and that
each is committed to seeking His will, His truth.
Commitment to truth means that we will never be
ruled by time, hurrying to reach a decision at the
expense of truth. Commitment to truth means that
we will not engage in a process of compromise,
selecting something less than the best for the sake
of making a decision. Commitment to truth is not
the same as sincerely believing something, for we
can be sincerely mistaken. Commitment to truth will
require each of us to submit to the leadings of God’s
Spirit.
Commitment to truth means that we need to reach
agreement on spiritual matters by means other than
“majority rule.” It requires a process which results
in “common consent.” We must at some point reach
agreement on what common consent means and
then exercise it. If we look at things from a shortsighted perspective, majority rule seems to make a
lot of sense. However, it may be much better to take
more time to collectively discern the truth, than to
deal with the fallout associated with hurt feelings
and ongoing disagreements.
Sixth, we must be actively engaged in the process.
Discerning God’s will for the body requires that each
of us be involved. When the Lord uses a prophet to
bring forth His truth, we have a responsibility to
discern and accept that truth. We must recognize
that the testing of the Spirit and seeking God’s will
for His Church is a collective process, first with His
priesthood and second with His people.
Too often we have abdicated our responsibility
to a select few. The discernment process must not
be delegated to a small group of select priesthood
members or to certain individuals we have elevated

to the status of spiritual giants. Some of the most
spiritually discerning people I have had the pleasure
of being associated with have no position of status
at all. We must accept our collective responsibility in
this matter of discerning God’s will—or accept the
consequences of our abdication.
This is not a matter of not trusting our leaders. It
simply means that there are some decisions that
need to be agreed upon by the whole, particularly
those decisions that affect the whole. When we do
not engage in this collective responsibility, we place
our leaders in the untenable position of having to
unilaterally discern God’s will for our collective lives.
This process leaves us, as individual members, free
to accept their position if it agrees with our thinking,
or to reject it if it doesn’t. It also frees us from having
any collective ownership and accountability—
which directly contributes to the continued sense of
separation among us.
Authority in His Church must be rooted in truth that
has been discerned by the priesthood and by the
Saints—it cannot be dictated. Truth is independent
and must be ascertained and apprehended by the
body in order to be functional in our lives. However,
authority should not be appealed to only when
it agrees with our perception of what the truth
is. There are those who tend to reject any and all
external authority, in fact setting themselves up as
the final authority—as Gish states—an illegitimate
authority if there ever was one. Holding such a
position simply perpetuates division in the body.
There are times when those in leadership assume
that the priesthood or the Saints as a body are not intelligent or perceptive enough to collectively seek
truth. This leads to the conclusion that somehow the
body must be protected from itself. The people
are viewed as sheep that must be protected by
the shepherd. This analogy, however, applies to
protecting the flock from false teachers and prophets,
not from itself.
What people in leadership often legitimately fear is
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the confusion that may ensue when decision making
is brought within a collective process. This fear may
even lead us to avoid discussing anything that might
be controversial, even if it is of critical importance
to the body to do so. When this occurs, we sacrifice
truth for the sake of unity. It is true that at times
the process can be a messy one; however, this fear
cannot and must not keep us from engaging in it. We
must discern together that which is good and right.
We must allow the truth to persuade one another,
not dictate to one another.
Seventh, we must be willing to act on what we
have discerned together. If my children ask me
what they should do and I tell them, they may go
away and not do it. If this is repeated several times,
the next time they ask me what they should do, I
will tell them to do the things that I have already
told them to do. To some extent, this is the position
we as a people find ourselves in today. The Lord
has given us much guidance—guidance that is
reflected in His Scriptures and in the traditions of
His Church—and He waits for us to respond. As
James 1:22-25 reminds us, “Be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For
if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass;
for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer,
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed.”
As the Church of Christ, restored in these latter days,
we must not only seek to follow the traditions of the
early Church, but as Arthur Gish suggests, we must
seek to find and follow the same Spirit which led the
early Church to its dynamic response. We must be
a vision-driven people, grounded in the testimony
of the past, and driven in the present to assist in
bringing about the promise of the future Kingdom.
So, how will we know when we have collectively
discerned God’s will? We will know when
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we become unified in our understanding-—he
consequence of being a discerning people is unity.
This can happen only as we allow God to unite us.
When unity exists, then the presence of the Holy
Spirit is known in power and clarity. The call for
unity must involve collectively struggling with
discerning what is true. If not, we don’t take truth
seriously. Setting our differences on a shelf may be
done for the sake of coming together, but it will never
result in unity. However, if we don’t come together,
we will never have the opportunity to develop unity.
So, rather than putting our differences on a shelf, it
might be better to agree to be open minded about a
difference and together seek the Lord’s perspective
on the item at hand. Any movement dedicated to
“becoming one” must struggle together through the
process of ascertaining God’s truth if it is to remain
relevant.
We will know we have discerned God’s will when
we have made the proper preparation to gather
together; when together we have sought His will
prayerfully; when we have carefully submitted our
understanding to the authority of scripture; when
we have discerned the presence of His loving Spirit;
when we have dealt justly one with another and
listened to one another; when together we come to
a common agreement and unity abounds; when we
as a people are of one heart and one mind on any
particular matter; when we have gone through this
process as a people, and are able to agree and act
upon His Word.
Then we will know that we have collectively
discerned God’s will. Then we will be able to bear
witness to the world that we are His people, a people
who know and respond to His voice.

“The hopes of my people and the goals of my
church, while not yet fully realized and at
times and to many seemingly distant, are
closer to realization than many recognize.
It is yet day when all can work...”
Doctrine and Covenants 142:5a,b

Coming Home
by Elder Brian Turner, Omaha, Nebraska,
Pastor, Council Bluffs, Iowa

L

uke 15:4-6 What man of you having a hundred sheep,
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and
nine, and go into the wilderness after that which is lost,
until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it
on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home,
he calleth together his friends and neighbors, and saith
unto them, Rejoice with me; for I found my sheep which
was lost.
Dear Saints, we have found some of our lost sheep, or
should I say they have found us, and we should truly
rejoice. The long time Omaha Central Community
of Christ (COC) Branch finally had enough and
could not accept the most recent changes from the
last conference. They began to wonder what would
happen to them if they were to “hold tight” to the
original gospel and went against the World Church.
The congregation had dwindled down considerably
over the years as families moved away and the
Saints got older. Many had passed away, and only a
dozen or so were left.
I had known one of their elders for some time. He
would occasionally come over to our branch to visit.
One day he asked if I would go over and talk to the
group about the Restoration Branch Movement and
what we believed. It was an interesting meeting,
as they really had no idea as to what we believed
and how we went about the business of sharing the
gospel. I am finding that in talking to many COC
members, they have no idea what the Restoration
Branch Movement is all about and what or who we
really are.
After I visited the branch a couple of times and
answered all of their many questions, they took a
vote and decided to visit our branch. One Sunday
they came, and it was great to have everyone
together. The Lord had blessed us that day, and
many of the Omaha COC bore testimony that they
had felt a spirit there that they hadn’t felt in some
time.

Shortly after that, most came over. Those that
thought the drive was too far because of their age
didn’t come right away. There is an effort to bring
them over as often as they are willing to get out.
One of our new members is 102 years old, and she
hasn’t missed a Sunday!
How did we resolve the COC and Restoration
Branch differences? Actually it was pretty easy as
we followed Church doctrine and history. Before
we went too far, we created guidelines and shared
these with the COC members. The guidelines
addressed issues such as what is a valid baptism,
what is considered a valid priesthood call, etc. We
quickly found out that all had valid baptisms, and
we examined the priesthood to make sure their calls
were authorized. I should also mention that there
was open repentance to following the COC. It was
an incredibly humbling experience at the meeting
where all of this took place to see those that we had
prayed for so long come and worship with us. I
wonder if I could have done the same. Or would I
have been too proud?
We took a vote and readily welcomed all of them
into our branch. What happened to the Omaha COC
Branch after they left? As you may have figured out
the mission didn’t try to talk them into staying. They
pretty much said, If you want to go, that is fine.”
The COC has since sold the building—not a very
dramatic ending.
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New Life in Jesus
by Elder John Larson, CPRS Administrator,
Independence, MO

T

his year, Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)
has twelve new faculty and staff members, and
four returning members have taken new positions
in the school. Only fifteen—less than half—of
the employees are returning to their previous
assignments. Two new pastors have joined the
pastoral program, and a host of new volunteers are
giving their time and talents to our program. As the
first new school administrator in sixteen years, I
spent the summer anticipating the inevitable changes
and the growing pains that would accompany
such a pronounced turnover in personnel. 20142015 is undeniably a year of rebirth, a year of new
beginnings and reinvention, and a year of renewing
our vision for CPRS’s role in the latter—day work.
For some, the vast number of changes creates
anxiety while in others it produces a marked sense of
excitement. Mixed reactions to the school’s overhaul
reminded me—as I prayed about the annual theme
for this year—that the best new start we could see
at CPRS would be a new life in Christ. Of all the
changes in procedure, personnel, or policy, not one
of them will achieve the high purpose reflected in
CPRS’s mission statement unless we recognize that
true rebirth comes from our Savior. As the Apostle
Paul states, “Therefore if any man live in Christ, he is
a new creature; old things are passed away; behold,
all things become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

When our high school student council president,
Liz Smith, first heard the theme for this year, she
dismissed it as an insignificant detail with little
pertinence for the next year. As she prepared for the
student council-sponsored kick-off that is always
scheduled for the first two days of school, the Spirit
of the Lord brought the theme back to her mind
again. She felt like the Lord was telling her that
there was a very specific reason for the theme this
year—as opposed to last year or ten years ago. She
felt that He wants us to ask Him how to improve
our experience here, both as students and as faculty,
instead of assuming that our idea of improvement
is enough. “He is calling us to higher ground,”
she says. For Liz, the theme does not simply offer
guidance for our thoughts throughout the year, but
a vision of how the Lord wants to create in us a new
heart.
The monthly themes this year—including
forgiveness, faith, worship, and listening to the voice
of the Good Shepherd—offer CPRS students and
faculty an opportunity to live this new life in Jesus
in some very practical ways on a daily basis. While
an annual theme—much like the changes in the
school—is broad and sweeping, real and sustainable
change occurs in the more ordinary details of our
lives. Nephi, in reference to the liahona, concludes
that “by small means, the Lord can bring about great
things” (1 Nephi 5:36). I invite the Saints to join us at
CPRS in considering the new life we have in Christ
and how the Lord wishes to author our lives daily.

“For the summons has been sounded;
Can you hear the battle cry? God is
raising up His army and the victory
draweth nigh. Rise up and take a
stand,today, for righteousness and
truth. Lift high the flag of freedom now,
March onward, Zion’s youth!
Liz Smith, CPRS High School Student Council President
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(Chorus from the CPRS school hymn)

A Prayer for Tuition Assistance
by John Larson, Independence, MO

T

he life of a student at Center Place Restoration
School (CPRS) is a composite of many elements.
Students often carry the weight of multiple
extracurricular activities in addition to their
academic obligations, while the burden of paying
tuition falls upon parents or grandparents. This year,
however, the expense of a private school education
became the responsibility of one
of our high school students.
When
I,
as
the
school
administrator, met with this
student for her enrollment
interview, she explained her
financial goal for the year and
plans for meeting her tuition
payments. The student’s desire to
fund her own way through high
school became an immediate
testimony to me of the quality
of the CPRS experience and her
desire to be a part of the school.
Although I could not share about
her financial arrangements and
the level of sacrifice she was
making to be at CPRS, word
somehow slowly spread that a
high school student was paying
her own tuition.
One Saturday afternoon, about
four weeks into the school year,
I received a phone call from a
CPRS alumnus who had heard
that a high school student was
paying her own tuition. He
offered to contribute to the adopta-student fund to help reduce the student’s financial

burden. The following Monday, before I had shared
the good news, the student met with me to explain
that she could not afford the full tuition and had
spent Saturday in prayer asking the Lord to help her
find financial help. What a relief she felt when she
discovered that the Lord had answered her prayer
on the same day she had petitioned Him for help!
Clearly the Lord has interceded to
make this student’s participation
in the school possible. The
experience of one graduate has
translated into the opportunity
for a current student to remain
enrolled. These words, from a
letter the donor enclosed with
his check, testify of the spiritual
impact possible at CPRS: “Please
tell her that I was touched by the
sacrifice she made to go to CPRS.
This school is very special to me,
and it was a big part in shaping
who I am today and helping me
develop in my walk with the
Lord. I’m sure that this student’s
decision will do the same for
her.”
If you are interested in helping a
student remain enrolled at CPRS
and would like to contribute to
the Adopt-a-Student Assistance
Program, please contact Crystal
Campbell at CPRS (816-252-1715)
or make an online donation at
our new school website, www.
cprsgoldeneagles.com.
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Book of Mormon Translation
by Elder Brian Mundy, Independence, MO
ARM Treasurer

F

or about 15 years, we have been trying to get the
Book of Mormon translated into Swahili so that
thousands of members and non-members can read
the fullness of the gospel in their own language.
This will assist the work in not only Kenya but also
neighboring countries. After years of working with
publishing companies as well as translation teams,
we finally brought together 15 priesthood in a
retreat and worked diligently every day for over five
weeks to complete this daunting task. Teams were
established, with each taking certain books of the
Book of Mormon to translate. After portions were
translated, a different team would check the work
and they would agree on any corrections necessary.
The teams would begin each day, very early, as an
entire group in worship, and then proceed with the
task.
Periodically, they would have classes on what they
were discovering as well as evening worships.
Some teams would work into the early hours of the
morning while others would get up extremely early,
anxious to get started. Although we did not get all
of our expenses covered for the translation, we are
so blessed to share that the task has been completed,
and we are in the process of getting bids for the
printing.

Branching Out:
Aurora, Illinois
Restoration Branch

Front center:
Elder Bill and wife
June Settles.
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Many of you have prayed and supported this task
over the years, and now what a joy it is to share of
its completion. I am also requesting your prayerful
consideration in the financial assistance needed to
print the books. As you can imagine, it will be very
expensive. As Christmas approaches, I have a gift
idea. What if each of us covered the cost for just
one or two copies of the Book of Mormon, even
if only $10 or $20? In fact, the first thing on my
Christmas list this year is to make a contribution to
ARM (African Restoration Ministries) for a Book of
Mormon in Swahili. (I thought instead of a $50 gift
card this would be much better used in spreading
the gospel.) However you are able and whatever the
Lord would place upon your heart would be much
appreciated. Your tax deductible contributions can
be made out to ARM and earmarked for Book of
Mormon printing. Checks can be mailed either to
the CRE (PO Box 4085 Independence, MO 64051) or
my home address, 20509 E Courtney Atherton Rd.,
Independence, MO 64058. If anyone has questions,
call 816-668-4521 or email bmundy@bradlech.com.
Thanks again for your years of continued prayerful
support. We also are currently working on translating
the Book of Mormon in the Rwanda language as well
as French, which will assist millions in the Congo
and Rwanda.

Where He Leads Me I Will Follow. . .
By Patsy Pleasant, Lucasville, Ohio

I

had read an article in “The Witness” about
a Book of Mormon Day for Kids 2012 called
“Journey Through The Book of Mormon”. This was
an idea I thought I would like to do at our branch,
Christ’s Restoration Branch in Lucasville, Ohio,
and invite other youth groups to join us. I knew the
Parkersburg Branch in West Virginia had a youth
group, so I called Dorothy Dalton and shared my
idea. We were inspired to follow through with it
but didn’t have the materials needed. Dorothy told
me they had the wonderful Book of Mormon story
and color books written by Louise Gregson that we
could copy for class material and a Jaredite barge
built by a friend.
I invited some friends of mine from the Community
of Christ, and also called a bishop in the LDS Church
to ask permission to invite their congregation. When
I told him I had also invited the Community of
Christ, he thought we were the same. It gave me an
opportunity to explain the differences to him. He
said he would talk to his people and let them know
about it. Our Book of Mormon Day was June 22,
2013. We had 59 attending: two women and one boy
came from the COC; seven adults and two children
from the LDS Church; five adults and 13 children
from the Parkersburg Branch and 27 adults and two
youth from our branch in Lucasville. We all felt as
one with each other. It was well received by all. A
suggestion was made that we talk to the regional
director to see if we could present this program to
the children in our region. Dorothy went to the next
meeting and discussed it with them. Everyone was
excited and wanted to be a part of telling the Book of
Mormon stories. They suggested we present it to the
church reunion/camp so we would be able to share
it with more of the Saints. In August 2013, I went to
reunion and talked to Brother Joe Webster, director of
the Kirtland Area Restoration Reunion Association,
and told him of our idea. When I explained that
Patsy and I would be responsible for everything for
classes, he approved the idea. The Lord led me to

Jesus (Jacob Cottrill) and the Brother of Jared, (Paul Edwards)

choose the Saints to portray the characters in the live
presentations for classes the following year.
After much preparation, we were ready for our
reunion/church camp which was held August 2-8,
2014, at Temple Grove Campground in Transfer,
Pennsylvania. God blessed us with beautiful
weather, so our Book of Mormon classes were held
in an outdoor theater atmosphere beside the lake.
Narrators and characters were in costume, a small
scene was set up for each class, and a sound system
was used. There were over 100 in attendance, which
included 26 youth. The Saints came from Florida,
Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas,
and West Virginia.
The first class on Monday morning was the story
of the Brother of Jared praying to God to help them
build the eight barges. When he asked God to touch
the 16 stones to give them light, and he saw the
finger of God, he fell to the earth with fear. God
asked if he saw more. The Brother of Jared said,
“No,” and asked Him to show himself. Because of
his great faith, the Lord appeared and talked to him
face to face.
The second story was the adventures of Lehi and
his sons as they left Jerusalem on their journey into
the wilderness. The sons tell of their encounter with
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The classes ended with Joseph going to Hill Cumorah
near Palmyra, New York—where the angel had
shown him the plates. Joseph was allowed to dig
them up, but he could not take them at that time.
He was instructed to come back and receive further
instructions for three more years before he was
allowed to take them to be translated.

Lehi-Snoops-A-Lot (Andrew Joyce) Sameul, the Lamanite Prophet,
(Puppet, action and voice, David Joyce)

Laban when they went back to get the plates. Lehi
tells of finding the liahona outside his tent, which
helped them find their way through the wilderness
and to find food.
On Tuesday King Benjamin talks to his people
about the plates of brass from which Lehi taught
his children. All God asks of you is to keep His
commandments, and you shall prosper in the land.
He calls his son, Mosiah, and makes him king.

A small script was written for each person to use
as a guide to the story we wanted to tell. As the
priesthood delivered their lines and added their own
touch to the story, you could feel their love of the
Book of Mormon and the Spirit of the Lord in each
word. They made the stories come alive, as if we
were there. It was a wonderful experience! Dorothy
and I feel that God put us together and gave us a
mission to fulfill.
Editor’s Note: I was at the Kirtland Reunion in 2014
and witnessed these presentations. They were
well done and brought a rich ministry to those in
attendance. (Paul Gage)

Moroni, commander of the Nephite Army, tells of
the great war between the Nephites and Lamanites.
The Lamanites were filled with hate and anger and
fought for power. The Nephites fought for their
homes, liberty, religion, their wives, and children.
He prayed mightily for his people.
The first story on Wednesday was told by LehiSnoops-A-Lot (reporter) and Samuel the Lamanite
(puppet). God had told Samuel to go to the Land of
Zarahemla and tell the people to repent of their sins
because Christ was coming to America. “Repent!”
Jesus came to America and talked to the people. He
called His disciple Nephi and gave him instructions
of how to baptize and then called his other 11
disciples and served them the bread and wine. He
gave His sermon on the mount. He also called the
children unto him.
On Thursday, the last day of classes, Joseph Smith,
Jr., told his story of the vision of 1820 when he went
into the grove to pray. He told of his vision of 1823
when the angel, Moroni, appeared and revealed to
him where the gold plates, breastplate, and Urim
and Thummim were hidden.
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Joseph Smith Jr. (Jeremiah Peterson), Angel Moroni
(Brian Mundy)

Kirtland Testimonies

S

aturday evening as we sat in the Temple, I had
the privilege of sitting behind the pulpit, as I
had the invocation for the service. The focus of the
service was to pray for ourselves and our brethren
that we may recognize and ask forgiveness for
our slothfulness, that we may have a conversion
experience so that we could strengthen our brethren.
As I listened to the prayers of my brethren, my heart
at times was broken hearing their heart-felt prayers
to their heavenly Father. Many times, I was moved
to tears as I prayed along with my brethren. I felt
so overwhelmed by their desires to be the men that
God had called them to be and by their prayerful
confessions that they yet lacked. I recognized that
my lack was just as evident to my Father in heaven.
After one particularly heart rending prayer by one
of my brethren near the end of our experience that
night, I lifted my eyes heavenward and simply asked
God if He was hearing the prayers of my brothers.
Within an instant my chest felt as though it was on
fire and was going to simply burst. At that moment,
I knew that I was given the testimony that God had
heard and accepted the prayers of my brethren. The
burning did not stop until I had exited the Temple!
What a wonderful God we have!

-Jay Havener, Oxford Michigan

A

bout 45 years ago, four young men met in a
small church to seek the will of their heavenly
Father regarding a member of their congregation.
These young priesthood men met in fervent prayer
on behalf of this person, that she might be healed.
After some time in prayer, one of their number arose
and spoke under the influence of the Spirit and
shared with them the love of God and a challenge
to prepare themselves for the work of the Kingdom
of God. Their lives were not complete nor sinless,
yet their God reflected His love on them to respond
to His call and magnify their priesthood in bringing
about His Kingdom here on earth.
Now, this September, one of those young men met
with the priesthood in Kirtland, Ohio, in the House

of the Lord, seeking the forgiveness of the heavenly
Father once again. For a number of years, I had
became concerned about my desire, my attitudes,
my opinions, and what I wanted. I suffered as
a result, as did those around me. My life became
less than what it was supposed to be. I became
very weak and slothful. Although for many years I
have made progress and have tried to become what
the Lord wants in me, I sat in the evening prayer
service asking for forgiveness. The Spirit came in
rebuke for the life lived and the sin still within it.
Understanding where I was, I shrank before my
Heavenly Father and the Spirit that was evident,
knowing that I did not belong there in my condition.
During that service, each man presented himself
before his heavenly Father in supplication, seeking
His grace. The acknowledgement by the body of
priesthood was evident, to me as I listened to the
silent and vocal prayers of the men. All carried a
penitent spirit and came to an understanding of
their individual place before God.
At or near the close of the prayer service, the Lord
chose one to stand. The Lord expressed Himself to
the body of men. God recognized our condition and
chastised us with His Spirit for our slothfulness. He
also gave us a complete understanding of our guilt
before Him. At the same time, He told us that He
had called each of us to be emissaries of His gospel
of love. Our contrition was acceptable before Him.
We were told that He loves us. Our response is
necessary to fulfill our calling in His priesthood.
The Kingdom is coming; our choice is simple.
At that point, there was no enmity between anyone
in the room. There was only the love of God, and we
all were made one with God by His love. I would
that we could carry that feeling with us always.
The Sunday morning service demonstrated that the
priesthood desired to be accountable to each other.
The Spirit bore witness of the desires of our hearts
to bring about the purposes of God within us. Our
challenge is to place Christ at the center of our lives
and leave Him there as we work the remaining days
of our lives for the benefit of others.

-Vaughn Cornish, Independence, MO
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Kirtland Testimonies

(continued)

T

he trip to Kirtland is one I always enjoy. We begin
our trip by meeting at our branch early in the
morning and starting off with a group prayer for our
journey. The best part of the trip is getting to know
my brothers more personally since we don’t have
time at church on Sundays to talk about anything
other than church related things. God’s Spirit was
with us the whole trip because we all prepared by
praying and fasting ahead of time.
I felt really blessed to stay in the same room with
Patriarch Mike Ballantyne. God’s Spirit was with
us the whole time, and we got to know each other
better. God’s Spirit was with me so strongly that
I wasn’t tempted to be slothful in my fasting and
prayer. I felt as though Jesus was in the room with
us, and I wanted to please Him.
We met at the Kirtland Restoration Branch Saturday
morning, and once again God’s Spirit was with me. I
felt the calm Spirit of God all afternoon. The classes

focused on how slothful the priesthood has become.
We also were taught about how we have tried many
times to bring forth Zion and have failed. We need
to be strong in the Lord’s might so we can have the
strength to help bring Zion forth in our time.
That evening as I walked toward the Kirtland
Temple, God’s Spirit came over me and got stronger
as I came closer to the temple. That strong Holy Spirit
stayed with me that night and into Sunday when we
returned to the Temple. Many men rededicated
themselves to serve God better, and a highlight was
when 80 or more priesthood stood and sang “The
Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Burning”. As I closed my
eyes, I thought I could hear angels singing with us.
I felt myself lifted off the floor as God’s Spirit filled
the room.
The Spirit seemed to follow us out of the Temple. I
felt God was very pleased as we stood in front of
the Temple steps for our yearly photograph. That
Spirit was with us all the way home. We all felt
very blessed for taking this trip and look forward to
going next year.

-Joseph C. Smith, Oak Grove, MO

Some of the priesthood at Kirtland in Sept. 2014
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Women’s Council Retreat Testimonies

W

hen I was asked to attend the retreat, I was
happy to go! Eight women from Waldo
Avenue RB attended the retreat. The Spirit was on
the grounds when we arrived; the love we felt was
God’s love. As we settled in, everyone was so kind
and helpful. The music and singing were wonderful.
The Spirit grew as the day went on. I hadn’t been to
a retreat in quite a while and missed it very much.
To light one candle with many who were present
was awesome. Our Lord was with us and blessed
us so much. I have to tell you about the luminaries.
Lighting them was beautiful, for this was my first
experience doing this. What a joy it was to see the
heavens full of light.

-Jo Nelson, Independence, MO

T

he Women’s Retreat was a very rewarding
experience as we rekindled old friendships,
made new ones, and enjoyed the time away from
our daily routines. The classes were all very good.
I was especially ministered to in the class taught by
Cara Smith. With the theme being “Let Your Light
Shine,” Cara had us sing the song, “This Little Light
of Mine.” She then asked us what was the bushel we
were holding over our light. As we started to think
about it, many responses came forth, such as being
too busy, fearful of what others think, comparison
to others, self-consciousness, fearful of rejection, not
knowledgeable enough, fear of failing, etc.

T

he women had a wonderful retreat. All of the
classes were very good. The theme was “Let
Your Light Shine” and get out of your comfort zone.
Many of us are trying to do this. I had the feeling the
Lord was speaking to me, and I’m sure most of us
felt this.
-Pat Golden, Independence, MO

I

didn’t think that I wanted to go to the Women’s
Retreat, too much to take, and not sleeping in my
own bed, and all the excuses I use when I don’t want
to put forth the effort. I just “happened” to go to the
women’s meeting when the question was asked,
“Who is going to the Women’s Retreat?” So I halfheartedly said I would go. But when it came time
to go, I was asking myself why did I say I would
go? It’s such a hassle to get ready, so much to take
for one night. Jo Nelson called the night before to
make plans to pick me up. I couldn’t tell her that
I was undecided because I really can’t go back
on my word. Needless to say, I went, and I truly
enjoyed myself. I hope the Lord will forgive me for
such a bad attitude. The retreat was wonderful and
uplifting, and I want to thank the Women’s Council
for their hard work and sacrificing their time to
make it so special. The surroundings of Odessa Hills
Campground are lovely and serene, but the ladies
had added their touches of flowers and lighthouses
since the subject of the retreat was “Let Your Light
Shine.”

As all the answers were given, I saw that many of
them applied to me. When put in the perspective of
being bushels over a candle, it caused me to realize
how much these things really do hinder how the
Lord can use me. I had always thought of them as
just being weaknesses in my personality; but as I
stopped and looked at them, I saw that they were
based on pride. Allowing any or all of those things
really boils down to plain old pride. I had been
working on trying to overcome some of those things,
but after the retreat experience, I am going to make a
more serious effort to remove those things that keep
my light from shining as God desires.

The music, classes, testimonies, food and everything
was awesome and uplifting. The Women’s Council
members even served us a great meal on Saturday
evening I was so happy to be there and share in
that wonderful experience. It’s sad when we don’t
support the efforts of our leaders and all that they do
for us in order to have these wonderful experiences.
To me it was very humbling.

- Margaret Hobbs, Independence, MO

-Pat Howard, Blue Springs, MO

Everything was perfect, except for one thing.
Someone made the statement that you can’t get out
of your comfort zone without having some pain. I
don’t mind a little pain when the reward is so great!
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Women’s Council Retreat Testimonies

R

ecently a group of women from Waldo had the
opportunity to attend the Women’s Retreat
at Odessa Hills Campgrounds. The theme of the
weekend was “Let Your Light Shine.” Through
classes and worship, those in attendance from many
congregations were challenged to not only let our
light shine but to get out of our comfort zones to go
the extra mile in doing the work of the Lord. There
are so many people who are in the dark because we
have not shared the love and gospel of Jesus Christ
with them.
Sandy Hamar shared a powerful testimony. Several
years ago, her husband died in an industrial
accident. She was angry at God for allowing this to
happen. For some time she refused to attend church
even though she had been raised in the gospel.
She eventually returned to school and received her
Ph.D and began teaching at Graceland University.
Through this experience, she went on missions to
Central America
to help build
homes for the
people there. She
is naturally drawn
to the children;
and
it
was
through her work
and ministry with
these people that
drew her back
to service for the
Lord. She let her
light shine to
these people; and
in that process,
the Lord healed
her heart.
The ladies even
got to test their
talent in stenciling
and painting a
lighthouse on a
cloth bag. This
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(continued)

was to be a reminder to let our light shine. The
ministry of music that was shared by various women
was wonderful. Many testimonies were shared by
several guest speakers about how they were able to
come through a crisis in their lives and continue to
let their light shine. After the evening service, we
had the opportunity to send up lighted luminaries
into the sky. It was quite a sight to see dozens of
them in the night.
The following are thoughts from the retreat that
I would like to share. If you do not go after what
you want, you’ll never have it. If you do not ask, the
answer will always be no. If you do not step forward,
you will always be in the same place. The weekend
was a wonderful experience for all who attended.

-Rebecca Griffin, Independence, MO

Women from Waldo Avenue RB who attended the Women’s Council Retreat in Sept. 2014

Young Married Couples Retreat
by Erik Simmons, Odessa, MO

T

he weekend of October 10-12, 2014, marked
the first-ever Young Married Couples Retreat
held at Odessa Hills Campground. The retreat
was sponsored by Central Missouri Restoration
Branches (CMRB). Young people who were 30 years
old or younger, and married five years or less, had
the opportunity to attend the retreat, which was
focused on young newlyweds.
The purpose of the retreat was
to bring husband and wife closer
together under the head of Jesus
Christ. Friday evening, after
signing in and arranging their
cabins, the young people were
challenged to see how well they
knew each other as they played a
version of the Newlywed Game.
It was impressive to see how well connected they
were as they matched answer after answer. At the
end of the evening, retreat pastor Todd Schoenemann
challenged the couples during the evening devotion
to consider what they truly hoped to gain from the
weekend.
Saturday morning we enjoyed a worship service
led by Todd and then had a roundtable discussion.
Glenda and Clayton Foss, Todd and Cindy
Schoenemann, Doug and Judi Smith, as well as Amy
and I, tried to field questions and concerns which
the young men and women had concerning married
life and growing together spiritually. Later, Eldon
Anderson shared his considerable knowledge of
finance. Doug and Judi each taught a class in the
afternoon. Doug shared how to better communicate
while Judi taught how to build a Zionic home with
a better knowledge of the differences in the way
the two sexes perceive stimulus. Later, we gathered
around a campfire enjoying each other’s company,
laughing and singing and then concluded with a
devotion by the camp pastor.

Sunday morning we gathered in the dining hall
where we enjoyed the quiet peace of prayer service.
This led us into a service of worship as Brother
Mark Ballantyne shared words of experience and
the gospel.
As we cleaned the campground and prepared to
leave, I believe we were all happy to have had the
chance to come together from
out of our daily lives. We were
able to strengthen old friendships
and begin new ones under the
beautiful Spirit of God, which
was in abundance.
We are grateful to Clayton and
Glenda for preparing all our
meals in advance and for Jacara
Foss, and Alyzabeth and Olivia Munsterman for
taking charge of the kitchen. They did a wonderful
job!.
My final thoughts on the retreat: I believe that
weekends such as this one are of much benefit. The
information which was shared and the camaraderie
which was enjoyed can only strengthen us as we
walk in this life of challenges. A Godly marriage and
home is a model of Zionic life and perhaps our first
and best attempt at bringing forth and establishing
the cause of Zion. If the enthusiasm to learn and
grow is an indicator of a desire for Zion, these young
people may well be on the way to leading the charge
for Christ.
Please keep our young people in your prayers, as
they begin life, whether they are married or are
single. It’s a tough time with many challenges, but
with Christ all things are possible; and with the
support of their older brothers and sisters, life can
be beautiful.
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Technology and the Kingdom
by Elder Brian Mundy, Independence, MO

I

n February, 2014, I felt inspired to reach out to
some of my beloved brothers of the priesthood
in Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia to see
if they would be interested in forming a text group
where each morning one person
would send out a scripture for
that day. (Texting is sending
messages by way of a cell phone.)
The only stipulation was that it
could only be a scripture that
would stand on its own, not a
sermon. We began on February
11, 2014, with 11 of us from four
different branches, four states
and two time zones. I had no idea
what the Lord actually had in
store for us.
What transpired was that someone would send out
his scripture to the group, and then each one from
the group started responding to the scripture from
that day. Because it was done in a group, we were
able to see everyone’s responses. Some would add
insights or testimonies; some added cross references
with other scriptures.
Over the next several months, our group began to
blend together. We began to share with the group
other concerns and prayer requests that we had.
Sometimes, it was something as simple as “Hey,
Brothers, I’m just feeling down today and would
appreciate an interest in your prayers.” Such love
prevailed with close bonds that I have never before
experienced. It got to where I was anticipating
getting up in the morning knowing a scripture
would be waiting for me. In fact, I had to keep
backing up my alarm, to wake up earlier because of
the amazing time we would spend together. Even
though I was in a different time zone, it was truly
worth it. We began our days in worship.
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Soon my life was changed, and I wanted others to
experience the same thing. I prayed and asked God
to show me six other men I could involve in another
group. Each member of the group would have the
same day each week to share
their scripture. This proved to
work well. The same feelings and
events took place. I encouraged
each one to also reach out and
find six more people with whom
to start a group. (I don’t think one
person should be in more than
two groups.)
I then encouraged some ladies
to do the same, and things are
starting to snowball. I was in
Germany the end of September on a missionary trip.
I explained to the Saints there what was happening
with the text groups and the blessings that have
come from them. They decided to start a group also.
They use a free application number called. “What’s
App?” As I was sharing with the group in Germany,
I was inspired to add something. The whole group
upholds in prayer the person that sent out the
scripture that day.
This has gotten us more into our scriptures, and it
has pulled us together in a very special way. I would
encourage all of you, all over the world, to find six
people. Each one take a day and send out a scripture,
and start to see what God can do for you and His
Kingdom through technology and dedication.
I am not sure how many groups have started, but I
know that there are at least eight states, more than
12 branches and two countries involved! To God
be all the honor, glory and praise forever and ever,
Amen.

Domestic Outreach in Ontario and Minnesota
by Elder Brian Twombly, Bellevue, NE

O

n August 14, our family visited Saints in
Thunder Bay, Ontario. The Holy Spirit
graced our afternoon visit and Sacrament Service,
reminding us that God knows precisely where we
are; and no matter where we
are, He is always watching
over us.
As my wife, Monica, and I
planned our summer vacation
to the north shore of Lake
Superior, I was filled with
longing to fellowship with
the Saints. We did not know
of any Saints in that region,
but High Priest Paul Gage
had some email contacts with
Rick and Janice Henderson
in Thunder Bay, Ontario, and
Gary and Melody Nelson in
Clitherall, Minnesota.
We had debated whether to go
to Canada on our trip. Monica
and I both had passports but
our Samuel, age two, did not.
We did not have any specific
tourist destinations that we
wanted to see in that region
of Canada, but we decided
to go to Thunder Bay and
visit the area. The day after
we applied for Samuel’s
passport, we heard about
Rick and Janice, who lived
in the exact Canadian city
that we were going to visit.
We now knew why we were
going to Canada.

As we commenced our journeys, I was made aware
that God knew exactly where we were and had a plan
for us. It was a blessing to visit and talk of the gospel
and share testimonies one with another in Rick and
Janice’s home. We appreciated their
hospitality and patience with our
energetic two year old in their home.
Though isolated, the Lord has greatly
blessed the Saints.
As we continued our journeys to
western Minnesota, we attended the
Clitherall, Minnesota, Community
of Christ church on Sunday, August
17, 2014. Two Restoration families
attend, this congregation, and the
pastor was agreeable to having me
preach for the service. The Holy Spirit
blessed me with words to speak. This
is a small congregation with about
20 people in attendance. The church
has had a presence in this town for
over 100 years and was founded by
members of the Latter Day Saint
Cutlerite group in 1864.
After church, we had dinner with
the Restoration families at the home
of Gary and Melody Nelson. Also
in attendance was the family of
Levi Mellenkamp. The Holy Spirit
attended our fellowship; and I
was reminded that God is always
with the Saints, whether in large
congregations or with each scattered
Saint.
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I Love to Tell the Story–The Fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
by Charlie and Susan Booth, Independence, MO

H

ere are some shared resources that point to Jesus
Christ’s Church—for use following the 2014
summer study series at the Oak Grove (Missouri)
Restoration Branch. They were inspired by the
cottage meetings in The Quiet Miracle (1960’s by Jo
Montgomery) and the evening meetings under the
trees in The Call at Evening (1920’s by Jessie Ward).
The scripture and testimony references are taken
directly from both books!

You can have your own electronic file of
scriptures and testimonies pointing to Jesus
Christ’s church.
• Access this link:
http://ogrb.org/Resources.html
which takes you to the Oak Grove
Restoration Branch website Resource page.

Or you can have your own index card file filled
with scriptures and testimonies pointing to
Jesus Christ’s church.
• Access this link:
http://ogrb.org/Resources.html
which takes you to the Oak Grove
Restoration Branch website Resource page.
• Find the PDF files under “2014 Summer
Study Series” listed as D and E.
• You may print out, cut and paste the
scripture references onto 3X5 index cards
(self-tab with highlighted headings), merge
both sets in numeric order and place in file
card box for your own set of resources—
grow your own personal knowledge and/or
share our unique beliefs with others.

• Find the PDF files under “2014 Summer
Study Series” listed as A, B and C.
• This will work for those that prefer an
electronic (paperless) file: open and save
the PDF slideshow(s) to your phone, I-pad,
or laptop for complete slideshows that can
be used for your convenience in learning/
reviewing our basic beliefs, as well as to
witness to others anytime day or night.
• There are also two other resources,
listed as F and G, which were handed out
at the classes, including a Fruit of the Spirit
chart enhanced with notes from Elder Mike
Stephenson’s class, and also a summary
of Stewardship references from The Quiet
Miracle.

Click on the following video link to “We Believe”
and witness an inspiring “starting point” we have
with other Christians, especially youth and young
adults:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtPmX7e_Rpw

(This is a YouTube video with some advertising;
there are online programs available such as “Free
YouTube Downloader” if you wish to avoid the ads
and/or don’t have internet access when witnessing.)
Susan began reading The Quiet Miracle and The Call
at Evening when Charlie was studying many Church
books in preparation to teach a Sunday School class
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News from Honduras
and Mexico
by Mark Ballantyne, Independence, MO,
Chairman of Latin American Missions Board
(LAMB)
at Oak Grove. During this time she was also reading
an excellent book her father had given her called
Once an Arafat Man. Tass Saada’s mother-in-law
had given the book to Susan’s father, and she had
been sharing about his life-changing experience—
how he had converted to Jesus Christ. Susan was
so excited about the modern-day experience which
Tass had that she wondered why we as Restoration
Saints could not be bubbling with excitement about
the glorious ospel that we have found in His Church.
Susan sent a letter to Tass, his wife and his motherin-law, along with a missionary Book of Mormon, a
full set of Daily Manna devotional books by Louise
Gregson, and the pamphlet Joseph Smith Tells His
Own Story. There was a realization then that we as
Saints in His Church need to brush up on our basic
beliefs and learn how to be ready to share our unique
beliefs with others!
An article in the CRE women’s newsletter encouraged
us to read The Quiet Miracle. When the Women’s
Department at Oak Grove was looking for subjects
for the Summer Study Series, the development of
these resource materials began to take shape.
The index card idea was from The Quiet Miracle. The
priesthood were enthused and ready for the cottage
meetings by using their index cards that listed
resources and scriptures. All of The Call at Evening
scripture references are taken from the King James
Version of the Bible.
During times of discouragement or weariness, as
we worked to complete the project, the thought of
wanting to share the Church of Jesus Christ with
others such as Tass and his family, and to instill hope
and excitement even within our own members, was
met with help from the Holy Spirit. What joy is
found when laboring with His help and all for His
work and His glory! Amen.

W

e are happy to report word received from
Honduras about the work among the
branches and groups in Honduras. Activities and
ministry in each branch is listed as follows:
Ceguaca – Prebaptismal classes are being conducted
for two individuals, one wedding, and
one
ordination to the office of deacon.
Choluteca – One wedding, five baptisms, and two
calls to the priesthood were presented—one to the
office of elder and one to the office of deacon.
Concepción del Sur – Prebaptismal classes are being
conducted for six individuals. The classes are being
taught by three members of the Aaronic priesthood.
El Ocote – One baby blessing and five administrations.
Horconcitos and El Mogote – Work is proceeding to
complete fences to enclose and protect the properties.
Jardines – One administration.
Las Conchas – One wedding and two administrations.
Work is proceeding to replace the roof of the church
and repair a wall that was damaged by a boulder
dislodged during a rainstorm.
Santa Cruz de Yojoa – Two baby blessings, 21
administrations, and one call to the office of deacon.
		
The Annual Family Reunion will be held at a
campground near Taulabe over the weekend of
January 9-11, 2015. It is expected that over 200 will
attend.
Seventy Juan Reyes and his wife Tina continue
ministering in Mexico. In alternate months they are
traveling over 300 or 700 miles from their home in
Saltillo to share with the Saints in either the areas
of Matamoros or Jojutla. On the trips, Sister Tina
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News from Honduras
and Mexico
(continued)

teaches classes for the women and children, while
Brother Juan teaches classes to the men, brings
preaching ministry, and administers the ordinances
of the Church.

Empty Nesters
by Sharilyn Truba, Independence, MO

T

he Empty Nesters is a group of Saints who no
longer have children at home. This year was
special in many ways, as we scheduled our summer
picnic for Saturday, July 19, 2014. In addition to many
plans, we had some special guests from Denmark,
Birgit and Michael Jensen. Birgit had been an
exchange student in my home in 1975-1976. When 33
of us arrived, we had a chance to glance at the poster
board that I made. It was of Birgit’s memories with
her and also family pictures of their family through
the years. The memorabilia from Denmark and the
pictures of special moments from Birgit, Michael
and their children were awesome. We began the
afternoon with announcements, recognition of all
the people present that were helping out with this
activity, and the Empty Nesters assembled around
the tables.
I shared about Birgit, our experiences with her back
in 1975 as Birgit had proceeded through that year
as an international exchange student. Comments
were also made about the travels of Vince and me
as we were able to spend vacation time in Europe.
God has been so good to us. As
I looked down at Birgit sitting
in the front, I noticed a few tears
were trickling down her cheek.
After we asked the Lord’s blessing
on the food and began the meal,
Vanice Maitland and Dawne Jones
had us sign a book about Kansas
City for Michael and Birgit.
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The LAMB Board sincerely thanks all those who have,
and continue to make contributions to this effort.
Your generosity makes it possible for us to provide
support to the dedicated priesthood in Honduras
who are ministering to the 350 or so members there
and the many others who attend the services in the
various locations. It also allows Brother and Sister
Reyes to spend between five and twelve days with
the Saints each month.

We presented the book to Michael and Birgit and
they enjoyed reading the many comments that were
written for them. Birgit is very good on learning
names, as she is a school teacher. We had a group
picture taken, and Birgit took a panoramic picture on
her camera of all of us. A note to add to all of this—
when we got home that night, the picnic was all they
could talk about over and over again. They thanked
us many times.
Each time we sat down for a meal, they bowed their
heads as Vince would ask the blessing over the food.
When we had prayer each day before an out-of-thehouse activity they would join us in a circle, holding
hands and pray with us. One of the highlights of
the week for me was when they told us that they
wanted to go to church with us. As we stood up and
the invocation was offered at church (while we all
held hands together), I knew that God had placed
Birgit under my watch care so many years ago so
that we could experience their love now, in July of
2014—almost forty years later. God touches our lives
with many experiences. We just have to be in tune to
receive and witness every one of them. A half world
away, we found out that we could learn so much
from each other. Birgit and Michael were truly the
school teachers that taught us so much that day.

SEAAM Report
by Seventy Richard Neill, SEAAM Board Chair, Independence, MO

S

outheast Asia Australia Ministry (SEAAM)
continues to be actively involved in ministry
to several countries in this part of the world.
The primary areas of ministry are Australia, the
Philippines, and Nepal. Each of these nations have
received ministry from other places in this past year.
A trip was made to Nepal in November, 2014, by
Elder Bob Shrunk, of the SEAAM Board, and Elder
Lyle Smith, chairman of the Evangelism Council of
the CRE. They will give a report in a future Tidings of
Zion. One of the ministries of Nepal is a tuition fund.
Currently, Elder Murray Broughton and his wife
Delma, of Australia, are in the Luzon area (Manila)
of the Philippines. This area has seen growth in the
past year in baptisms and ordination. Additional
priesthood have gone there to minister, including
Elder Jun Pamongcales Jr., and Elder Bernardo
Camana from the Mindanao island of the Philippines,
Elder Frank and wife, Holly Shepard from Maine,
Elder Doug Smith from Missouri, and Sister Riane
Thomas from Missouri.
Seventy Richard Neill and Elder Dayn Cederstrom
visited the Mindanao area in October/November
2014. We continue working on strengthening the
Church with programs in training on priesthood,
leadership, and membership. There were six
baptisms and confirmations. Those working with
SEAAM, living in the Luzon and Mindanao areas,
now number over 700 members. One of the exciting
ministries is the Philippine tuition program. We
sponsor 22 high school students and 17 university
and college students. We placed the money (pesos)
directly in the hands of the students for their next
semester tuition through the Philippine Education
Committee. Tuition is due twice a year. High school
is paid all at once in May, and university and college
students are paid for twice—May and October.
SEAAM, through the generosity of Restoration
branches and individuals, has funded this program
100% for the coming semester. We invite anyone
who would like to assist with this program to send

contributions to the Conference of Restoration
Elders and on the memo line write, SEAAM Nepal
and/or Philippine Tuition. The address to send it to
is: Conference of Restoration Elders, PO Box 4085,
Independence, MO 64050.
Dayn and I were very excited to learn that member,
Joey Armidor, after graduation from college, passed
his exams to be certified to teach in secondary
education. This is a great opportunity to help our
Church people to raise their standard of living.
Another exciting possibility is setting up a Restoration
Campus Ministry (RCM) at the University of Tagum
City. We have several students in this university.
They are thrilled by forming this ministry and with
linking up with the RCM in Missouri. Initial contacts
here in the Center Place have been very positive
about this opportunity as well. The Lord continues
to bless the work.

Joey Armidor, Philippine Tuition Recipient
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I Will Hold My Own Hand
by Dawn Peterson, Painesville, OH

I

was reading a book by Francis Harper, Jr. entitled,
Great Treasures of Knowledge. He recounts several
testimonies about our heavenly Father and His
great love for us. He stated, “The problem is that
most of us have spiritual heart trouble of one kind
or another. Our spiritual heart condition needs to
be monitored daily. “Search me, O God, and know
my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.”(Psalm 139: 23-24). “Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me.”(Psalm 51:10)” Great Treasures of Knowledge,
page 52.
Brother Harper goes on to quote this scripture and
give thoughts about it. “Jesus said of Nathaniel,
Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”
(John 1:47). As I ponder upon this statement, I sadly
recognize that there are imperfections in my heart
that need to be removed, repaired, or replaced. Great
Treasures of Knowledge, page 52.
I read this section of the book and hung my head in
shame. How many times have I done something and
not asked the Lord about it or asked myself if the
Lord would be pleased with this action? On occasion,
even my own thoughts alone could condemn me
when I am not in the right frame of mind. I need
to be consciously aware at all times of my actions,
not only outwardly, but inwardly as well. In doing,
this we would all have a better chance of keeping
the adversary away.
I had turned several pages of the book when I came
across a hymn that really hit home regarding what I
should be asking and telling my Lord.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own
way! Thou art the potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after Thy will, While I
am waiting yielded and still.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own
way! Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me! Amen.
(This hymn is p. 333 in the Hymns of the Restoration)
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That was when I realized how many times I have
been telling the Lord that I would hold my own
hand. I thought, “How many times should I have
prayed when I was having troubles or needed advice
and didn’t? Why didn’t I?” When I did pray and ask
earnestly, my heavenly Father always answered in
one form or the other. Not all prayers are answered
with the response we want, but they are answered.
How many times did I seek my own pathway and
not stop to ask the Lord if I was on the right path?
I am ashamed to admit it happened many times. I
will hold my own hand!
You might wonder why I keep saying that. It is a little
story my mother-in-law told about her youngest
child. She was four years old, and they were crossing
a busy parking lot. My mother-in-law told Amy to
hold her hand; and the response was arms crossed
over the chest with the stern frown and the words,
“I will hold my own hand!”
Yes, we are little stubborn children. We try so hard
to do things our own way and not seek the guidance
and wisdom of one who loves us. God only wants
the best for His children, to have His children listen
and follow His path instead of their own. He has
already paved that path for us and has shown us
the tools and signs to get to where we need to go.
However, for some reason, we choose to stumble in
the dark and not grab hold of the strong hand that
will keep us upright and on the path.
I have had my pitfalls in life when I had not prayed
or asked the Lord if I should or should not have
done something. Many would say, “How could you
ask? He won’t answer. It is in your head. Do what
you want.” This is not so. He is alive and He does
listen, and we need to listen as well. He is that still,
small voice that speaks to us if we take the time to
hear it. There are so many ways that He talks to us.
For some, it is with music that hits us just right and
helps us with a particular problem, or it is a person
who happens to give you a smile or a helping hand
right when you needed it. For others, it is an audible
voice that speaks and you yield to the advice that is
given.
So the next time you feel the urge to lash out at an
individual or you are trying to achieve a goal in your
career, don’t hold your own hand. Reach for the
hand of your heavenly Father to help you through.
Sometimes He even carries you.

2015 Restoration Branch Reunions
June 1-6

Zion’s Ridge Reunion		
Independence, MO
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573

June 14-20

South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University
Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Richard Mark 816-795-5028
Registrars: Paul and Lynette Davis 816-795-0703

June 6-13

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Juan and Tina Reyes, Mexico
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: odessahills.com or Howard Parker 816-230-4000

June 21-26

Restoration Branch Family Reunion & Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion (POZ)
Independence, MO at Waldo Avenue RB/CPRS
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421, eldersconference.org or POZ website

June 27-July 3

Buckner Restoration Branch		
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802

July 4-11

Orthodox RLDS
Odessa Hills Campgrounds
Odessa, MO
Contact: Russ Copus 573-480-7820

July 18-25

Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Dwight Staples 207-348-2420

July 25-Aug 1

Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Rick Tiffey 712-644-3297

July 27-Aug 2

Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208

August 1-7

Kirtland Area Family
Temple Grove Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-639-1752

August 17-23

Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2482

If any additional camps,
retreats,
or
reunions
Reunion
should be listed or any
corrections needed, please
notify the CRE Office at
816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com
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2015 Restoration Branch Youth Camps
IOWA
June 7-13

Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211

July 5-9

Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048

GREAT LAKES REGION
July 12-17

Jr and Sr. High at Sanford, Michigan
Contact: Jay and Kathi Havener 248-628-9702

July 19-25

Children’s Camp (Grades 3-7) at Erie Beach, Ontario CAN
Contact: Betty Lou Newman 519-734-1097

MISSOURI
CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, MO
May 17-23

Older Youth
Directors: Reggie & Suzanne Bendorf

May 31-June 4

Jr. Camp (Grades 4-6)

June 14-20

Sr. High (Grades 10-May graduates)
Directors: Stu and Milee Gage

June 21-27

Jr. High (Grades 7-9)

Directors: TBA

Directors: TBA

Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or odessahills.com
2014 Sr. High Campers and Staff

RESTORATION CAMPING INC. RCIcamps.org
Camp dates and other information was not available at this time.
RCI Camping will publish the information when it becomes available.

NORTHWEST REGIONAL
Aug 2-8

Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384

TEXAS
July 8-12

2000 Strong Adventure Camp (Grades 3-college)
Wednesday July 9 at 5:00 pm to Sunday July 14 at noon
YMCA/Collin County Campgrounds, Anna, Texas
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051

28 Tidings of Zion

2015 Restoration
Branch Retreats:
Central Missouri
at Odessa Hills Campgrounds
March 6-8
Older Youth
March 13-15 Junior High
March 21-22 Juniors
March 27-29 Senior High
			

2015 Calendar Of
Events:
Jan. 2-3 CMRB Youth “Winter Series,” 6pm nightly.
		 Jan 2 at Colbern Rd
		 Jan 3 at Oak Grove

(College age)
(Grades 7-9)
(Grades 4-6)
(Grades 10May graduates)

Contact:
www.odessahills.com or
Judi Smith 816-633-4199

Northwest Region
April 17-19 Women’s Retreat at Corbett, OR
Contact Sue Herren 503-991-8137
May 15-17 Men’s Retreat at Yacolt, WA
Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484
Sept. 18-20 Priesthood Retreat at Yacolt, WA
Contact Brian Herren 503-949-2484

Jan 3-4 Restoration Youth Activity at Dallas, TX RB
		 Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051
Jan. 17
		

CRE Priesthood Gathering at Oak Grove RB
9:00 am-3:00 PM Lunch Served

Jan. 24
		
		

Women’s Council Brunch from 9:00 amnoon at Colbern Rd RB.
All women are welcome.

Feb.
20-22

Council Bluffs, IA Winter Revival
Contact: Mark McCormick 402-315-8152

Feb. 27 CRE Youth Council Activity. Details
		forthcoming.
Pastors of Zion (POZ) Sacrament Service
at Waldo Ave. RB

CRE Women’s Council

Mar. 1
		

April 11
Spring Retreat 9-1 at Waldo Avenue RB
Sept 26-27 Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
Contact Sylvia Powell 816-240-0095

Mar. 28 CRE/POZ All Saints Gathering.
		 Details TBA

CRE Priesthood
Sept. 19-20 at Kirtland, Ohio
Contact CRE Office 816-836-3421

May 3
		
		

Central Missouri Restoration Branches
(CMRB) All Branch Gathering at
Oak Grove

June
21-26

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders
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Go Ye into all the World...
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)

Elders Dale Stafford and Priest Rick Johansen were in Nigeria in West Africa in October and November 2014.
Elders Lyle Smith and Bob Schrunk ministered in Kenya in East Africa in late October, 2014.
In December, two retreats were scheduled in East Africa. The first one was at a missionary retreat, as the large
majority of people attending would not be members of the church. People from Uganda and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) were expected to participate as well. It was set for December 5-7, 2014, in Kayonza,
Rwanda. Over 50 were expected to attend. The theme designated was “Come and Follow Me”. The retreat was
held at the first church building in Rwanda which was recently erected. Thanks to the dedication of many Saints
who donated funds for the registration of the church in Rwanda. The second retreat, December 12-14, 2014,
for youth, was scheduled for Kisumu, Kenya. A special focus of the retreat was on the older youth who have
graduated from college and are working. About 150 were expected. Guest ministry from the United States was
to include, Lucas Boyce, Doug and Judi Smith, and Riane Thomas.

Latin American Missions Board (LAMB)

The Saints in Honduras will hold their annual conference in January of 2015. Several representatives of LAMB
joined them for the conference. Seventy Juan Reyes continues to provide a great ministry in Mexico

Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)

The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the CRE.
Australia:
Several teams will be going to Australia in 2015 for their reunion in early April. Those
		
planning to journey to Australia are Paul Gage, Leo Carroll, Doug and Judi Smith, Daniel
		
and Lauren Nixon, and Hal and Pat Chadwick.
India/Nepal:

Elders Lyle Smith and Bob Schrunk were in Nepal/India in early November, 2014.

A NOTE FROM
THE NEPAL:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, “Jai Mashia”
Our 2014 Priesthood Retreat was very blessed. There were fifteen pastors present.
We never see you all, but we have big hope that one day we will meet each other.
Love you all, your brother in Christ,
Elder Dil Gurung Satdobato Restoration Branch, Kathmandu, Nepal

The Philippines: The work in the Philippines continues to function on three fronts: In the Mindanao area
		
in the south; the Visayans in the central region, and in Luzon in the northern region,
		
which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering in the Mindanao area since
		
2006. SEAAM Board members Richard Neill and Dayn Cederstrom completed a trip there
		
in November of 2014. In the Manila area, Elder Murray Broughton and wife Delma, from
		
Australia visit at least twice a year. Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons
		
were in Luzon during the month of November 2014.
All the missionary boards have a great need of financial assistance to be able to continue the efforts that are
underway around the world. Funds are needed to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, for the
educational programs and to provide needed materials for teaching and training of priesthood and members,
as well as providing vehicles for transporting the missionaries and local priesthood. You can make a check out
to the CRE and on the memo line designate where you want your donation to go. You can designate any of the
above named groups, the Evangelism Council or the CRE General Fund, Tidings of Zion or any area of your
interest. Thanks to all who have supported these efforts. God bless you.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Address Changes

Please notify the CRE Office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
etc. Also, please notify us if you wish to discontinue
receiving the Tidings of Zion. All contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Ongoing Expenses

As with everyone’s personal expenses, so it is with
the expenses of the CRE. Your continued support is
very much needed and appreciated. There is a great
need for additional help in funding the Tidings of
Zion. The cost is about $6000 per issue depending on
how many copies are printed, sent, and the postal
rates. The Tidings of Zion currently goes into 4400
homes around the world, including 48 states of the
USA as well as Australia, Belize, Canada, Germany,
Honduras, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the
Philippines, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
Usually we print between 4800 and 5000 copies so
we can send, by flat rate boxes, a larger number
to Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, and the northern and
southern islands of the Philippines to be distributed
to the Saints in scattered areas.
As far as circulation, the Tidings of Zion probably
reaches more homes than any other Restoration
magazine. If 25-30 branches, groups, or individuals
could contribute $1000 per year, it should cover
the cost for Tidings of Zion. Some branches and
individuals are already doing this and it is VERY
MUCH APPRECIATED. Checks can be made out
to the CRE and in the memo line, write, “Tidings of
Zion.”
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles,
testimonies, branch news, youth activities, regional
events, etc. Send to the CRE c/o Publication Council.
Contact information is on the inside front cover of
each Tidings of Zion.
Notice: As of January 1, 2015 the Quetzal
Archaeology Center for Mesoamericn Research
and the Book of Mormon Foundation (BMF)
will merge under the name of the Book of
Mormon Foundation.

READER’S COMMENTS

We always enjoy reading the Tidings of
Zion. Please use our donation to continue its
publication.
- Eldon and Bonnie Anderson, Blue Springs, MO.
I have enjoyed the Tidings of Zion in past years.
Thank you for sending it.
- Ivan Jones, Canada
Dear Saints, We were so impressed upon
reading the Summer 2014 Issue of Tidings of
Zion that we wanted to let you know.
In 1986 Gilbert (Gib) and I had retired from
the Aurora, Colorado Public Schools and were
able to attend the World Conference for the full
week, desiring to understand the decisions and
changes made in our precious Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints that
we had supported for years. As we returned
home, we were heartsick at what we had seen
and heard.
We wanted to get our tithing paid in full, but
we had no place to send our offerings. Our
decision was to send monthly donations to
the organization in Independence (CRE) that
supported the true doctrine that the Lord had
given through Joseph Smith, Jr. The Lord has
blessed us greatly and we try to meet in our
small group in Aurora, CO, at least once a
month for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
Gib is healing well after surgeries for cancer. He
was visited by two elders from Independence,
Missouri, and several others while he was
recuperating. He greatly appreciated the visit
and ministry.
We are sending a check to help keep the Tidings
of Zion in publication.
- Gilbert and Rosie Howard, Aurora, Colorado
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New Life in Christ
New Life in CHRIST,
Abundant and free,
What glories shine, what joys are mine,
What wondrous blessings, I see!
My past, with its sin,
The searching and strife,
Forever gone, there’s a bright new dawn,
FOR IN CHRIST, I HAVE FOUND NEW LIFE!
Happy New Year, 2015

