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Purpose of the Conference of Restoration Elders

“To bring solidarity to a growing number of Restoration branches
and Latter Day Saints in general during this period of disruption and
fragmentation” (Conference Operating Guidelines accepted in
1996).
The Conference exists to:
1. Organize the coming together of Melchisedec priesthood, as
well as the Aaronic priesthood members, for:
• Spiritual preparation and to unify our efforts on behalf of the
work to which we are called.
• Much needed fellowship and fraternity to prepare us to defend
and preserve the faith.
• Identify and seek divine guidance concerning the critical issues
now confronting the Church.
• Chart a course of action that will maintain the gospel as restored
in 1830 (Original Letter of Intention and 1993 Conference
Materials).
2. Support Restoration branches in their efforts to work together.
3. Provide needed resources to branches and members as they are
requested.
4. Offer ongoing support and resources to Restoration priesthood.
5. Offer support to the elders to take the gospel message to the
world
The Conference is not the Church, but a gathering of the
Melchisedec priesthood to share in testimony, prayer, legislation,
and preparation to return to our branches better equipped and unified
to perform our duties to minister to our brothers and sisters in
Christ.
In addition, the Conference of Restoration Elders provides a forum
for Aaronic priesthood and member alike to share in fellowship and
to be nurtured in the Word. The Conference helps the scattered
Saints and isolated branches throughout the world to enjoy the hope
that we find in Jesus Christ and each other.

Conference of Restoration Elders Resource Center

Volunteers staff the office to answer questions, respond to letters and
e-mail, prepare publications for mailing, and more.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 10 am til 4 pm.
Hours may change. Please call ahead to be sure.

CRE Office Contact Information
Phone: (816) 836-3421, (816) 836-2730,
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2014 Restoration Branch Family Reunion and
Conference of Restoration Elders

“Prepare Every Needful Thing”

The Pastors of Zion (POZ) and the Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) are once again sponsoring a combined
Reunion and Elders Conference. The Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference will be held at the
Center Place Restoration School (CPRS)/Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch from June 22 to June 27, 2014.
Planning for the third annual combined reunion and conference is well underway. As in the past two years, the focus
of the week will be worship, classes, and fellowship for all the Saints; classes and meeting opportunities for all
priesthood; and opportunity for the elders to meet in conference.
The overall theme for the reunion/conference is “Prepare Every Needful Thing.” This theme is taken from Doctrine
and Covenants 85:36 b:

“Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing, and establish a house, even a
house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of learning, a house
of glory, a house of order, a house of God.”
Daily themes for the week are as follows:
Sunday..........June
– Prepare
Every
NeedfulThing
Thing
Sunday,
June 23 –22Prepare
Every
Needful

Monday ........June
– Establish
HouseofofPrayer
Prayer and
and Fasting
Fasting
Monday,
June 24 23
– Establish
a aHouse

Tuesday ........June
– Establisha aHouse
HouseofofFaith
Faith
Tuesday,
June 25 24
– Establish

Wednesday ...June
of of
Learning
andand
Glory
Wednesday,
June 25
26––Establish
Establisha aHouse
House
Learning
Glory
Thursday ......June
EstablishaaHouse
House of Order
Thursday,
June 2726– –Establish
Order

Friday,
Friday ...........June
June 28 – 27
Establish
– Establish
a House
a House
of God
of God
We invite all Restoration branch Saints and priesthood to consider participating in the 2014 Restoration Branch
Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders. We believe that this will once again be a wonderful
opportunity for the Saints to draw close to the Lord and to each other.
You may register for the reunion by filling out and mailing in the registration form included in this issue of Tidings
of Zion, or you may register online by entering the link below in your browser or by going to the CRE website
(www.eldersconference.org) and following the registration link on the home page.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2014Reunion-ConferenceRegistration
If you are a Melchisdec priesthood member intending to attend the Conference of Restoration Elders , you will need
to register for that separately. A registration form is included in this issue of Tidings of Zion, or you may register
online at the link above or at the CRE home page.
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Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Conference of Restoration Elders Schedule

June 22-27, 2014
Theme: Prepare Every Needful Thing
Daily
Theme

Prepare
Every
Needful
Thing

Daily
Themes

Establish a
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Prayer &
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House of Faith

Establish a
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Learning &
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Establish a
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Establish a
House of God

Time

Sunday

Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Registration and information desk will be open daily from 8:30am to 7:00pm
Registration and
information desk
will be open from
2:00pm to 7:00pm

7:00 am

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

Priesthood
Worship

7:30 – 8:30

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

Breakfast and
Gathering

9:00

Prayer
Service

9:00

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

Prayer Service

10:30

Worship
Service

10:30

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

Classes

12:00
pm

Lunch (on
your own)

12:00 pm

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:30

Classes or
Other Scheduled
Activities

Classes or
Other Scheduled
Activities

Classes or
Other Scheduled
Activities

Classes or
Other Scheduled
Activities

Classes or
Other Scheduled
Activities

3:00 to 5:00

Free Time &
Other Organized
Activities

Free Time &
Other Organized
Activities

Free Time &
Other Organized
Activities

Free Time &
Other Organized
Activities

Free Time &
Other Organized
Activities

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

Elders
Conference
Meetings

3:30 –
4:30

4:30 –
6:00

Priesthood
Meeting &
Worship

Orientation
&
Reception

Monday
1:30 to 5:00
Rest of
Week
3:00 to 5:00

Dinner (on
your own

5:00

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

6:30

Song
Service

6:30

Song Service or
Other Activity

Song Service or
Other Activity

Song Service or
Other Activity

Song Service or
Other Activity

Song Service or
Other Activity

7:00

Evening
Worship

7:00

Evening Worship

Evening Worship

Evening Worship

Evening
of Sharing

Evening Worship

Refreshments &
Fellowship

Campfire

Refreshments &
Fellowship

Campfire
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Priesthood Gathering
Saturday, January 18, 2014
Oak Grove Restoration Branch,
Oak Grove, Missouri
I believe our gathering with the elders at Oak
Grove Restoration Branch on Saturday, January
18, could correctly be described as a solemn
assembly. The brothers met in a spirit of humility,
calling upon the Lord for his guidance. We looked
to Him for the leadership we sorely need.
We were reminded of a statement made by Apostle
Arthur Oakman, that “forty men fully devoted to
the cause of Christ would change the world.” Our
problem is not our numbers or our theology, it is
our apathy. We need to fervently pray for the Holy
Spirit’s power, which would restore our passion
for the cause of Christ and his kingdom. “And
blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my
Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift and the
power of the Holy Ghost” (1 Nephi 3:187). We
need to claim that promise.
Someone mentioned the testimony of Seventy
Vivian Sorensen, who had become discouraged
with conditions within the Church. He was about
to resign from his appointment to South Carolina,
until the Spirit said to him in these or similar
words: “Continue to preach the gospel and I will
take care of the church.”
—High Priest Francis Harper, Woodbine, Iowa

I was very satisfied with the gathering of the
priesthood on January 18, 2014. I believe that
we came together as a humble priesthood with
the consensus that "Our strength is not
satisfactory; we are not the ones with the
answer, and we need the guidance and
direction from the Lord himself. He is our
strength!”
I had a dream when I was fifteen years old in
which I saw the Church failing. The Church
was blessed by an endowment to his priesthood
and then to the membership of his Church. But
the endowment was given to the leadership
ONLY when we all knelt down and
surrendered to God in humility and meekness.
I feel very strongly that if we continue to meet
in the mindset and spirit that we met on
January 18, then the priesthood will be
endowed with power from on high. With this in
mind, I feel that all of us as priesthood need to
be very cautious of the adversary. He will look
to divide us in the upcoming meetings. Let us
come together again in April, having prayed
and fasted diligently. May God bless us as we
strive to magnify our calling in his Church!
—Priest Mark McCormick, Council Bluffs, Iowa
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“Ye Shall Observe to Do the Things Which Ye
Have Seen Me Do”
by Elder Jack Hagensen, Independence, Missouri
Excerpts from a sermon given at the Pastors of Zion Fifth Sunday Service, December 29, 2013

A

number of years ago, I was asked if I would teach
a class on Thursday nights to a group of young
people. In the group, there were some who had been
divorced and some who were single who didn’t feel
like they fit in too well in the different branches. They
were a little discouraged. When I met with them the
first night, I asked them what they would like study.
There were a lot of shoulder shrugs. So I said, “Let’s
start with Jesus, if that would be all right with you?”
They thought it was good idea. I used F. Henry
Edward’s book The Life and Ministry of Christ. In the
third lesson the following scripture is brought up:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor, he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and the recovering of sight to the blind; and set
at liberty them that are bruised; To preach the
acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke 4:18-19)
The Lord spoke these words in the synagogue when
the scriptures were handed to him. For me, there is
quite a beautiful experience associated with this scripture. While I was reading the phrase “to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord,” I began to ask questions
in my mind. Immediately, the Lord responded by
saying, “Everything that you have just read, this is the
acceptable year of the Lord.” In other words, he was
saying that everything preceding what I had just read
was acceptable. I had never considered that aspect.
Then I went to Isaiah 58. This very profound scripture
speaks well of the latter days. It mentions many things
that are happening, not only within the Restoration
Movement, but also within many churches struggling
with divisions and other problems. The first five verses
of Isaiah 58 deal with a false fast. In Isaiah 58:3-5, we
read the following:
Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou
seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul,
6 Tidings of Zion

and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the
day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all
your labors. Behold, ye fast for strife and
debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness;
ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your
voice to be heard on high. Is it such a fast that
I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his
soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?
wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day
to the Lord?
Here is the beautiful part.
Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose
the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and
that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou
seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?
(Isaiah 58:6-7)
I told the young people we need to call a timeout in
the Restoration. What in the world are we doing? Are
we healing the broken hearted? Are we feeding the
hungry? Are we clothing the naked? Are we doing
these things, or are we spending more time doing the
things that are not on the Lord’s agenda?
The scripture continues talking about what happens
if we turn away from the things of this world and
follow the things of God. Think about this promise:
Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,
and thine health shall spring forth speedily; and
thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory
of the Lord shall be thy rearward. Then shalt
thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt
cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take
away from the midst of thee the yoke, the

putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;
And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and
satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise
in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday; And the Lord shall guide thee continually,
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy
bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail
not. And they that shall be of thee shall build
the old waste places; thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and thou
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in. (Isaiah 58:8-12)

calls to his wife, “Mary, Mary, bring my son.
Jesus passed by! I can see!”

Jesus leaves a path of freedom, release,
cleanliness and joy. But what about my path?
No, it isn’t like a tornado, but does it resemble
the path of a parade? Just a little clutter, litter
here and there in evidence of pleasure for the
moment? Yes, what about my path? I pray it
looks like one Jesus left. I too want to open the
eyes of others to see the beauty of nature and of
the soul. And I want to bring release for the
neighbor who is in bondage to fear and hate,
crippled by prejudice. I want to heal, not hurt.
Many years ago, Margie Machart wrote a story
But do I wallow in self-pity feeling over worked
entitled Jesus Passed By. From this story we read
and imposed upon, bringing darkness instead of
the following insights.
light, bleakness instead of
beauty? Is the fruit of my actions
Jesus leaves a path of
The voice on the radio
a hedge of contention bushes?
captured my attention and I
freedom, release,
Or does my path lead to the Tree
listened intently. If you go
cleanliness and joy.
of Life because of my firm grasp
down a street after a parade
But
what
about
my
path?
on the Rod of Iron as I show
passes by you know how
love and compassion? Everyeasy it is to tell what
where Jesus walks He leaves a
happened. Even if you
trail
of
wholeness
and completeness. That is the
weren’t there for the parade you can tell
way I want my path to look. Jesus passed by in
something has gone on by what is left behind,
my life and put it all together for me. He spoke
paper cups, popsicle sticks, clutter.
softly and said, “Fear not, I will be with you. I
care about you, I accept you and trust you. I
You can tell something has happened too when
love you. Come follow me.”
you see the path of a tornado, everywhere there
is death, destruction and despair. In moments tall
Brother Skip Robinson shared about the time he was
stately trees can become mere twigs, twisted,
traveling by car through Switzerland with his wife
uprooted and useless. Crops flooded, completely
Jean. They stopped for the evening, but there was
ruined, men left broken and women weeping.
something going on in town, and the hotel was full. As
they started to leave, a man asked if they were looking
Have you ever wondered what it would be like
for a place to stay? They answered yes. He told them
to walk down a path after Jesus passed by?
to follow him. The first three places the man took
Lying in the road would be a broken crutch
them were all full. Then they went a distance out of
someone had thrown high in the air and left,
town where they were able to find a very nice place to
never to be needed again. On down the road
stay. Brother Skip said, “Why don’t you go get your
would be a mattress that someone had brought
wife and come back and have dinner with us?”
a paralyzed man on. It was left because he had
walked away whole. Then there is a pile of old
The man said, “My wife has dinner fixed at home and
bandages some leper has torn away as he looked
I’ll just go home.”
down to see that he was clean and pure and
white again. Then there would be a man
Skip asked, “Why did you do this for us?”
caressing a rose as if he has seen it for the first
He replied, “Because I wanted to.”
time, and he is. You stand in awe as he turns and
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As they were eating, the man came back with his wife.
He said,”I have to tell you the real reason why I did
this. You see, during World War II, when I was
twelve years old, the Americans bombed Berlin. Our
home was destroyed, and my parents were killed. Oh,
how I hated the Americans! I was placed in an
orphanage but I didn’t like it, so I got out and just
started wandering the streets, looking for food in
garbage cans and anywhere I could find it. Then the
American soldiers came and took me to their barracks.
They fed me and gave me clothes to wear, but the
most important thing they did was teach me about
Jesus. Now I love Americans! That is why I offered to
help you.”
You see, the path where Jesus walks is really a path of
peace. Even though you go through struggles and
trials, it is a path of peace. I want to ask you some
questions. Who is dwelling in your house? Is there
confusion? Is there peace in your home?
A few years ago, I had the privilege of having the
worship for the seniors at Center Place Restoration
School. So we could get use to talking with each
other, I asked them to give their names and to give the
number of siblings they had in their family. Then I
asked, “Where is the center of warmth in your home?”
I was very surprised. I believe there were sixteen
students, and only one said the living room. The others
said the basement or their bedroom. The next question
was, “When you have your own home, when you get
married, where would you like the center of warmth to
be?” They said they wanted the center of warmth to be
in the kitchen and the dining room.
I then asked them why the center of warmth in their
home wasn’t in the kitchen and dining room. They said
it was because their mom was not always there and
neither was their dad. I asked if they had prayer in the
evening before meals. They said they did. I then asked
what happens after the prayer. They said that they
have their own TVs, so they can go to their room or
go to the basement, and eat and watch TV.
Is there peace in your home? Our homes, so many
times, are full of activity, and we are rushing here and
there. We are called to have Zionic homes. That
particle of ground that we own, that place where we
live, should be the kingdom of God. We should take
8 Tidings of Zion

control of our homes, brothers and sisters, so that they
will shine as Zion—a place where Jesus will pass by.
I had a beautiful experience at the Kirtland Temple.
The Lord spoke to the priesthood in the first person
and said the following:
I walked into the waters to be baptized of John
and John refused to baptize me. He said, “I
have need to be baptized of you.” I said to
John, “No John, suffer it to be so for it
becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” You
see, I wanted John to share in that very
intimate experience of glorifying my Father. Of
being at ease as I was lowered into the water,
being with me as he raised me up out of the
water, being with me as he heard the voice
from heaven saying, “this is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased, Hear ye him.”
The Lord continued to say that because of the word
“us,” he wants to have that intimate relationship with
us. He wants to live with us, in us, and around us. He
said, “I will place on your hearts those names that I
want you to minister to.”
I shared with the brothers at Kirtland that I hadn’t had
a cottage meeting in years. Yes, I talked with my
neighbors and people here and there but I hadn’t had
a cottage meeting in years. And I said, “Lord, why,
why haven’t I had a cottage meeting in years?”
He said, “Because you haven’t asked.” There had been
people on my mind, three families in particular, and in
a week we had three cottage meetings going. I’m not
bragging, but brothers and sisters, there are people
that God has placed upon your mind so that they can
become acquainted with him.
Upon seeing the Lord in the temple, Isaiah said, “I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). An angel took a
coal off the altar and touched his lips. We know the
forgiveness that he felt. But the Lord spoke in the “us”
term when, in Isaiah 6:8, he asked, “Who will go for
us?” Don’t you think heaven is aware of those people
around us to whom we should be offering ministry?
They need to hear this restored gospel. There are
many people who are discouraged and need to hear
your voice and your testimony. They need to hear

your telephone call; they need to read your letter.
They need you to follow through on whatever it might
be that you are led to share with them. Then Isaiah
said, “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8).
I went to the credit union one day. I said jokingly to
the lady standing in line in front of me, “I sure hope
you are putting something in because I’m taking
something out.”

hold out their hand to the needy, and who will feed the
poor and the hungry. He has called us, brothers and
sisters, not only to walk with Jesus as he passes by,
but also to do exactly what Jesus would do. Jesus said
these words so clearly: “Ye shall observe to do the
things which ye have seen me do” (Matthew 26:25).
So, brothers and sisters, I would like to offer a prayer.

Our Father, as we come before you we know
that we have fallen short of the glory of God,
and we know that the glory of God is to feed
the hungry and to clothe the naked, set at
I asked if everything was okay. She replied, “Not
liberty those that are bruised. Lord, to share
really. My mother died two weeks ago, my son is now
our testimonies with others that we have been
on his way to Iraq, and I have terminal cancer.”
born again and that your church has been
restored for the last time in this
What would you do? I took hold
latter day. And Lord, Father,
of her hands, we stepped out of We pray that we would so we just pray that you will fill
line, and we had prayer. She love . . . that our every our mouths that as we are
asked where I went to church
called that we truly might be
and I told her. This lady moment would be filled with ambassadors . . . that we
happened to be black, and she the desire to be a blessing to would lead them to you the
asked if we took people of color someone somewhere.
True Redeemer. We pray that
there. I answered that we did
we would so love, Father, that
have some that attend our
our every moment would be
branch. I told her she needed to meet my wife. We
filled with the desire to be a blessing to
finished our business and went outside. The next thing
someone somewhere. . . .
I knew she and Laila had their arms around each other.
She said, “I’m sorry. I’m taking something out.” Then
she dropped her head.

Love is often thought of as only a feeling of affection,
but it is so much more. In 1 John 3:18 we read, “My
little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue only; but in deed and in truth.” It is the deeds
that people will remember.
Sixteen centuries ago, St. Augustine said, “What does
love look like? It has hands to help others. It has feet
to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see
misery and wants. It has ears to hear the sighs and
sorrows of men.”
In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, “A new commandment
I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another.”
I believe the Lord is pouring out his Spirit upon those
who love as he loves, who care as he cares, who will

Help us to set our homes in order, Father, to
make [them] a place of refuge. A place where
we can find peace. Help us to share with our
companions and our companions with us,
Father, the redemptive word that will not only
cleanse our souls, but cleanse the souls of our
families and of those we are called to reach out
to. Father, help us to control our finances also
that we may be able to contribute to the work
of the kingdom.
We know your Son gave his all; there was
nothing left. It was all on the cross. Father,
may we be willing to give our all. We love you
Lord. We love your Son. We love your
church, your bride. Thank you, Lord, for
salvation. Thank you for this precious
kingdom and for this gathering place, even
Zion. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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R-E-V-I-V-A-L !
by Elder Gary “Pete” Hughes, Chair, Pastors of Zion

A

re you questioning, “Lord, where am I going? What am I doing for YOU?” Then you need a Revival. Matthew
9: 43-44 says, “Then said he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.”

This year marks the thirtieth year since many of us separated from the RLDS/COC church. We must ask ourselves
where we are in the Restoration after those thirty years. Do we have the Kingdom? Most Saints would say no! Then,
we need a REVIVAL! We need a revival to remind us that HIS work and HIS will is still unfinished. We must not
be content with just standing against something, but we must be committed to standing FOR something. Therefore,
the Pastors of Zion are organizing a Restoration Revival Week starting Sunday evening, March 30, 2014. All the
services will be held at Waldo/CPRS.
! Sunday evening, March 30, 6:00 p.m.—Fifth Sunday/Revival sermon kick off
! Tuesday evening, April 1, 6:30 p.m.—Testimony service, providing an opportunity to share a personal
testimony of Jesus Christ in your life and in the Restoration
! Thursday evening, April 3, 6:30 p.m.—Prayer service to jointly pray for his Kingdom, the Restoration
churches, the priesthood, and the members
! Saturday, April 5,—Conference of Restoration Elders (CRE) gathering of all the Saints to worship and
to fellowship as the family of God, with time and place to be announced
! Sunday, April 6, 8:00 a.m.—Prayer service to prepare for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
! Sunday, April 6, 10:00 a.m.—Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
PLEASE mark these dates on your calendar, and join us to be REVIVED! We may not have another thirty years.
Are you ready?

How Wise Are God’s Plans
by High Priest Glen L. Friend, Grain Valley, Missouri

I

t is the desire of my heart that the testimony shared
in this article will be a blessing to the reader. May
we have our faith strengthened as we diligently
prepare for the second coming of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
I believe that our lives are in the hands of the Gracious
Creator who, in his infinite wisdom and love for our
souls, is guiding and directing our lives that we may
enjoy being in his presence. He leaves nothing to
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chance. Even though life may not always make sense,
he offers us gifts of life for our benefit. We may
choose to accept them and be blessed or refuse and
not obtain his blessings.
God’s hand in my life began in that eternal glory,
where he chose my parents and family before I was
born in the flesh. Thus it is with every person. God
knew that my parents would teach me the gospel of
repentance and faith on Jesus Christ.

My early church life began on the hill near East
Independence Branch in Independence, Missouri. It
was, in many ways, a small Zion where family
members and relatives lived close together and had
experiences of work and worship with one another.
Often, the topics of the gospel were discussed around
the kitchen tables or in the field at work. Members of
my family, who were stonemasons, laid the cornerstones of the church basement. It was here where the
cornerstones of my faith were first put in place.

dog, were packed in that vehicle. Upon arriving, we
survived for a while in a tent until Dad found a job.
Oh how the Lord chooses to bless us when we least
expect it! I was attending Littleton High School, and
in the fall of 1950 I met the love of my life. There was
a fourteen-year-old girl, named June Fetterhoff, who
one day smiled at me and said, “Hello Glen.” I was
immediately stricken!

We began to date, chaperoned by her parents because
of our ages. I knew without a doubt that God had
brought us together. June and I shared with each other
our hopes and fears, and through this she learned
about the church I attended. Though not a member of
the Church, she learned from our discussions that I did
not have my own set of the three
standard books of the Church. On
As I read, the Holy Spirit Christmas 1951, she presented me
spoke to my mind and with my own set of the three
said, “That which you books, having obtained them from
Herald House. This is a cherished
have just read is the truth gift that I still have and use today.

My father dearly loved the New Testament and its
central figure, Jesus Christ. From my earthly father I
gained knowledge of my Heavenly Father and his
infinite graciousness and loving kindness. It was in this
teaching that I first came to realize the sacrifice Christ
made for me.

My mother taught from the
Book of Mormon. She had been
given her own special testimony
of its divinity. One day, while
reading this sacred record, the
Spirit of the Lord fell upon her, and is of the Lord!”
and the book became alive in her
I had never read the Doctrine and
hands. After this experience, she
Covenants. One evening, while
felt compelled to share her testimony of the Book of
sitting on my bed, I opened the book for the first time
Mormon with her children. Mother would gather all
and read the first passage I came to. As I read, the
six children around the kitchen table and share the
Holy Spirit spoke to my mind and said, “That which
truths of her favorite book.
you have just read is the truth and is of the Lord!”
Tears streamed down my face in adoration and belief.
Sometimes, preoccupied with the “more important”
As I closed the book and held it in my hands, the Holy
things of youth, I would balk at sitting and listening to
Spirit spoke again telling me to search out the truths
my mother. However, with a smile on her face and the
contained in the book.
wisdom God bestows on mothers, she would wisely
say, “You don’t have to listen; just sit there.” I would
June and her parents were baptized into the Church of
stick my fingers in my ears while she read to us, but
Jesus Christ when she was sixteen years of age. This
somehow I heard everything and was blessed by the
was another true and mighty blessing from the Lord.
words of life from the wonderful Book of Mormon.
We were married on October 24, 1954. She was a
faithful supporter of our church ministry until her
My father, later, was inspired to move to Littleton,
death in November 2012.
Colorado, and wisely followed the Lord’s direction.
At the time I thought, “What is he doing?” As it
My journey of life has been blessed many times, for
turned out, it was a wise decision, and in the summer
which I am eternally grateful to my God and Heavenly
of 1949 our family moved to Littleton. Our method of
Father.
transportation was a Model A car with a trunk on the
back. All our earthly belongings, including the family
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Thy Will Be Done
by High Priest John Henderson, Dallas, Oregon

I

t was December 23, 1949. I tapped on the window
of the hospital nursery. My two-hour-old baby
daughter Estelle opened her eyes and seemed to be
listening. In that moment, an unbreakable bond was
established. She became the highlight of my days, and
when I took over her bathing, she especially became
the highlight of my weekends. Her first word and her
first step came together as she held out her arms and
said “Dattee” and walked the few steps to get to me.
I read to her and sang to her. By the time she was five,
she knew all the stories in Hurlbuts Story of the Bible.
Estelle’s faith became absolute. When she asked God
for something, she knew it would be given. One
evening, as we had our prayers, my wife Lilli and I
smiled at the trust she displayed. When Estelle was
four, she asked God for a little green frog. It had been
a dry summer. The little frogs that she enjoyed
watching hop from her hand had not been seen for
weeks. The next morning as Lilli prepared breakfast
and I prepared to go to work, Estelle, still in her
nightie, went straight for the door. Lilli called, “Where
are you going?”

Estelle answered, “I’m going to get my frog.” She
went onto the porch and picked up the frog that she
knew would be there and returned with it. One day,
about the same time, she was busy laundering her
doll’s clothes and scrubbing her toys. She turned to
me and said, “Daddy, when I grow up I want to be a
scrub woman.” When she was six, she had me promise
that she could be baptized as soon as she was eight.
Her continual reminders made it clear that she was
looking forward to a baptism on December 23, her
eighth birthday. On the day of her baptism it was
snowing, but we didn’t have to break the ice.
From the time Estelle was born, the bond between us
was so strong that my greatest concern was what her
life might be like if something should happen to me. I
never considered what devastation I would have if
something should happen to her.
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Estelle’s circle of special friends in high school had a
joyful sixteenth birthday party for her. After the party,
I noticed red spots on her arms and face. I asked
about them and she said, “I don’t know what they are.
They are all over my stomach too.”
Blood tests in the doctor’s office the next day revealed
her platelet count was far below the 30,000 it should
have been. In explaining the significance of the
platelets in our blood, the doctor said that they looked
much like fish scales under a microscope and that they
have several functions. One of the most important is to
prevent bleeding. He added that cortisone would bring
the count up, and it did for about two weeks.
The second shot Estelle received held for a week.
Then I began a series of trips to the Red Cross Blood
Bank in Portland to get fresh platelets to be injected.
Whenever I picked up that little plastic bag to rush the
platelets back to Albany, I was impressed that I held
her life in my hand. If anything would happen on my
trip back, she would likely die.
The time soon came when even the injected platelets
would no longer hold Estelle’s count up to the critical
30,000, so we transferred her to the University of
Oregon Medical School in Portland where two
world-renowned hematologists, Doctors Seman and
Lucher, taught and practiced medicine. They assured
us that the problem would be corrected by removing
her spleen.
With the operation, they gave Estelle a large treatment
of the platelets. The next day she did seem to be
considerably improved, and the doctors were
confident that the crisis was past and that she would
steadily improve. In two days, however, her blood
count showed that her system was still failing. Starting
at 60,000, the count dropped down slowly day by day.
Each morning Doctor Seman tested her count and told
us the results. One morning he told us that the count
was 18,000, and there seemed to be no way of

controlling the decline. Estelle turned to her mother
and said, “I don’t want to die.” She should not have
lived through that day.

his hand rested on my shoulder. He simply said, “Have
faith in God.”

Somehow all my anger and struggle dissolved, and
with tears washing my face I dropped to the floor and
The next morning the doctor said the count was
prayed as I never could have prayed before. I said,
13,000. The following morning, without a word, he
“Lord, I relinquish my hold on
just shook his head. This was
her. I have loved her dearly,
the moment that I had fought
In
my
mind’s
eye
I
saw,
like
but she is in your hand. Thy
against from the time her illness
will be done.”
began. Now that the time had
a vision, Abraham’s arm
come, I was still determined to
reaching out and out
After giving my beautiful
hold onto her even though I
through distance and time
daughter to the hand of God, I
was helpless in keeping her
composed myself, washed my
from passing over the line.
until his hand rested on my
face, and drove back to
shoulder. He simply said,
Portland.
I was ashamed of myself, but I
“Have faith in God.”
could no longer sit quietly in the
Estelle lived that day. The next
lobby helpless as life was slowly
morning the doctor reported
draining from one so precious
that
her
count
had
not
fallen
from the day before. The
to me. I got in the car and drove for Albany. Along
next day the count began to climb slowly. In a few
the way I was angry with God for the first time in my
months she was able to return to school and graduate.
life. I pounded on the steering wheel and demanded of
Although I knew the moment I yielded to the will of
God, “Why won’t you help her? We have prayed and
God marked the turning point when the healing began,
asked for her to be healed. We have begged for her to
I had never told Lilli of my experience that day.
be healed. We have done everything we know of that
you have commanded of us, but you didn’t seem to
About two years later, while we were driving, she
even hear us. I know you could heal her if you would.
asked, “Do you remember when Estelle was so sick
Why won’t you bring this blessing to someone who
and then began getting well?”
has been so good and innocent and who has such faith
in you?”
“Yes,” I answered.
Home in North Albany, I dropped onto the davenport
exhausted. Unconsciously, my hand went out to the
end table, and I picked up the Bible that had always
provided strength for me. However, at this moment I
felt betrayed by God, and it repulsed me.
I let the pages slide through my fingers and
thoughtlessly opened it where my fingers stopped. I
didn’t have to read it; I recognized it was the story of
Abraham preparing to sacrifice his son Isaac. I said,
“Abraham, how could you do such a thing?”
In my mind’s eye I saw, like a vision, Abraham’s arm
reaching out and out through distance and time until

She continued, “I know exactly the time that she
began to get well. About an hour and a half after you
left for home, I walked over to that large window
overlooking the park, and for the first time I was able
to pray ‘Thy will be done’ and turn Estelle over to
God. I felt at peace for the first time, and that was
when the change began.”

“And thy will, O Lord, be done,
and not mine.”
Jacob 5:26
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The Church in Honduras, 2014
by Elder Mark Ballantyne, Independence, Missouri

O

n January 9-16, 2014, Priest David Schoff, his
wife Sara, and I traveled in Honduras visiting the
priesthood and Saints of that beautiful, mountainous
country. Brother David and I serve on the Latin
American Missions Board (L.A.M.B.). Our hosts for
the trip were the family of Elder Ángel Castro.
Brother Ángel is just finishing a second term as the
chief Presiding Elder (President) of the Church in
Honduras.

An event greatly looked forward to and dear to the
Saints is the annual reunion, which took place over the
weekend of January 10-12 at a lovely campground
near Taulabé. Over two hundred individuals were
present. Those attending included many young people
and several nonmembers who regularly attend the ten
Restoration congregations and the nine groups
currently meeting in Honduras. Of the twenty-eight
priesthood members serving the Church in Honduras,
twenty-one were able to attend the reunion.

During the weekend, Naudin Hernández, a young
man from the congregation in El Ocote, was ordained
to the office of Priest. He preached his first sermon the
following day. He is studying industrial engineering at
the university in San Pedro Sula. He was one of four
young men who preached at the reunion. Like the
older adult priesthood, each of the young men
appeared to be very comfortable in their ministry.
They required no notes, quoted their Scripture
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references perfectly from memory, and demonstrated
a maturity of spirit that one would not expect from
those of so few years. There are also two men
awaiting confirmation of their calls to the priesthood
who will make fine additions to the ministry.
The reunion was very well organized. Because the
priesthood and women did the planning together this
year, services began and ended on time, and the meals
were ready as scheduled. The ladies were very
efficient in getting all of us fed in a timely manner.
Due to a miscommunication, paper plates, cups, and
utensils had to be purchased at the last minute.
However, that turned out to be a blessing as the sisters
who waited upon us were relieved from a good deal of
work.
One goal of the trip was to visit as many of the
congregations or groups as possible and to meet with
the pastors and their assistants. In all, we visited eight
congregations and two groups. Most of the
congregations meet in buildings they have purchased
or built. They have labored hard and sacrificed much
to make the sanctuaries comfortable and pleasant.
Many have very attractive tile floors. A few have
benches for seating but most have chairs. The pulpit is
likely to have a church seal painted on the front
showing the lion, the lamb, and a little child, with
which we are familiar. To keep livestock from doing
damage to the property, fences are desirable, but few
congregations have been able to completely enclose
their lot due to limited financial resources. (Honduras
is the poorest country in Central America.)
Many buildings also have need of roof repairs. The
building at Las Conchas needs repairing due to the
damage done when the hillside shifted and a large
boulder struck the building. We were happy to see the
land that is being purchased at Villa Nápoles on which
to build a church. There is still $750 owed for the
land. Two congregations are able to assist in the
purchase by contributing twenty-five dollars per
month.

The Saints and friends who attend the services are
very dedicated and make great efforts to be present
whenever a service is being held, whether in their own
immediate area or at a nearby congregation. The
Saints meet somewhere every day of the week, and
many are able to take advantage of those meetings. In
several areas, the presiding elder—who serves in
multiple locations—picks up as many individuals as he
can in order to convey them to and from church. For
others, getting to church often requires walking
several miles, to and from services, along a busy
highway in the dark—rain or no rain. It is a bit
unnerving to drive along at night and suddenly become
aware of persons on the side of the road only a few
feet before you reach them.
In every place we visited, we found the Saints to be
very joyful and eager to welcome us. They were also
clearly and genuinely pleased to have the opportunity
to worship together. Their singing was exuberant, and
all participated. Even though some of the songs have
several verses, the young children have the words
memorized! They also use the Spanish version of our
hymnal on a regular basis.
As mentioned above, four of the elders provide
ministry to multiple locales and are assisted by other
priesthood who travel between the groups. This means
they are serving numerous evenings each week,
traveling many miles they would not otherwise travel,
and expending funds they could well have used for
their families. L.A.M.B. has not been able to keep up
with the need and, because of a decrease in
contributions, has even had to cut back the support it
once offered. Do these brothers complain? No.
Because there are those who want to have the fullness
of the gospel shared with them, they instead tell us of
new places they are now going, or desire to go, since
we last heard from them.
The work in Ceguaca opened up because there were
three Protestant groups who asked Brother Ramón
Enamorado to share with them. To date, one of the
Protestant pastors has been baptized along with
several of his congregation—a testimony to Brother
Enamorado’s commitment to extend himself in

ministry. There are many places in which the
priesthood is anxious to take the message of the
Restoration as time and resources permit. Sister
Schoff was especially pleased to see how the state of
the Church in Honduras has changed since she was
last there fifteen years ago. She says the Church looks
better than it has for years: it has come to life again,
the priesthood is very knowledgeable and dedicated to
the work, and the Church is growing rapidly.
We want to thank those who are still able to
contribute to L.A.M.B. Please know that contributions
not designated for a particular purpose are used to
assist the priesthood with the expenses they incur as
they travel in Honduras, as well as to assist Seventy
Juan Reyes in Mexico. These expenses include the
occasional repairs to vehicles, the replacing of tires,
and the purchasing of gasoline. What L.A.M.B. sends
is not equal to their need, so they use their own very
meager resources to keep the work going.
A small amount is sent each month from what is contributed specifically for oblation. This is distributed to
needy Saints, as determined by the priesthood.
Though there are requests from time to time for extra
oblation assistance, it is necessary for L.A.M.B. to
reserve its funds for assisting the priesthood. (Please
note that no L.A.M.B. funds were used to finance our
trip from the United States to Honduras.)
Any contributions received and designated for the
buildings or properties are passed on for such projects
as have been approved by the priesthood. One of the
requests Brother Ángel made to us was for sacrament
trays and reusable cups for the congregations. We
invite your help to meet this need, as well as other
needs that exist.
Again, we thank those who are presently contributing
to L.A.M.B. We pray there will be others who
recognize the needs that exist in Honduras and Mexico
and will find it in their hearts to share from their
temporal resources. It will bless the efforts of these
good brothers who are so consecrated to the work of
spreading the Restoration message in the places where
they find opportunity.
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African Restoration Ministries Report
by Elder John Larson, Secretary

T

his year we have witnessed growth in both East
and West Africa. The year began with five
ordinations: three elders, one priest, and one deacon.
The first trip to East Africa was by Elders Brian
Mundy and Joe Hale in April.

During the month of August, Kenya hosted a youth
camp where the ministry and operation were entirely
organized by African church members. Saints gathered
from various regions in Kenya, as well as the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania,
and Uganda. Testimonies from the camp indicate that
Saints from the different countries grew closer
together throughout the experience. About two
hundred twenty people were in attendance and eight
baptisms occurred during the camp.
In October, Elders Lyle Smith and Don Norman
visited Kenya, sharing in a priesthood retreat which
was attended by about thirty-four priesthood from
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo. They also visited in homes and
branches in Kisumu and Nairobi, and baptized five
young people in Nairobi during their time there.
In January 2014, Elders Doug Smith and Chris Capps
visited Rwanda and returned to the Democratic

Republic of Congo, where the Church is growing.
Their trip there in 2013 was very exciting and
beneficial.
The first trip to Nigeria, in West Africa, was in
January with Elders John Eichhorn and Bob Schrunk.
Efforts were made to effect reconciliation among
some of the brethren. In September-October, Elders
Bill Barrett and Dale Stafford returned to Nigeria. The
Church had grown considerably in the western portion
of Nigeria where two new congregations were
organized. Nine baptisms were performed during this
visit. While the National Conference has been moved
from Umuahia to Lagos, the Church has continued to
move forward in anticipation of God’s blessing and
the movement of his hand in their midst.
Raymond James, presiding elder in Cameroon, was
present at the Nigerian National Conference and
visited with Brothers Barrett and Stafford during their
stay. Brother James also traveled with National
President Dayo Samuel while visiting in Nigeria for
the conference. No trips to Cameroon were made this
year.

Kenya Education Fund Raiser Banquet
Saints, mark Saturday, March 29, 2014, on your calendar, and circle it in red! This is your opportunity to gather
together with others to support a good cause. The Restoration Women’s Council is sponsoring this year’s
banquet to assist our Kenyan youth in attending a trade school or college.
Come prepared for an abundance of good food, fun, and fellowship. Many terrific items have been donated for
a silent auction which will start at 5:30 p.m. at the Colbern Road Restoration Branch.A delicious dinner will be
served, followed by a program of special music, testimonies about our youth in Kenya, and a live auction. Some
of the items for the live auction will be a wedding cake by Covenant Cakes, a candlelight dinner for six by a
professional chef, and a two-night stay in a two-bedroom condominium in Branson.
For more information, contact your women’s leader or call Mary Prater at (8l6) 277-8885. We hope to see you
there!
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Australia Report
by Elder Bob Schrunk, Norborne, Missouri

W

e bring greetings from the beautiful country of
Australia. We arrived on October 19, and our
visits started in Tamworth with Peter and Helen
Archer and Roy and Daphne Schubert, who have been
our dear friends for many years. We so appreciated the
wonderful hospitality of the Saints in each area and
felt so blessed by the Lord.

We first stayed with Bob and Bev Wilkinson. Bob
taught me how to drive on the left side of the road,
and Bev taught Sheila, my wife, the names of her
beautiful flowers. Bob and Bev went with us to
Newcastle so we could provide ministry there. We so
enjoyed staying with Kelly and Gianna Lloyd and the
DiRicos, Gianna’s parents. We had a sacrament
service there on Sunday where Gianna’s sister, Donna,
was also was able to worship with us. They took us to
the magnificent beach and port area of Newcastle, on
the South Pacific Ocean, and to Lake Macquarie, the
largest salt water lake in Australia.
Peter and Helen Archer were instruments in the Lord’s
hands to help us meet and share with so many dear
Saints, for which we are greatly appreciative. It was
their prompting, as well as our prayers to the Lord
over many years, which took us to Australia. When
we went back to Tamworth, we stayed with the
Schuberts. It was so good to see them again. It had
been many years since we met them at Odessa Hills

The Tamworth Congregation

Reunion at Odessa, Missouri. We enjoyed getting
reacquainted and were blessed by their gracious
kindness and true feeling of family.
After one day back in Tamworth, we left for Brisbane.
When we arrived at the church in Kingston (a suburb
of Brisbane), Pastor Alma Kerswell and his wife Janice
warmly greeted us. We shared a delicious meal there,
and stayed at the church’s apartment four nights. It
was a joy to meet Noel and Joyce Rowlatt and share
testimonies with them. On Thursday, they took us to
visit George and Sue Parker. We had a wonderful visit
and saw amazing birds and plants on their property
and ate avocados from their trees. We then traveled on
to the Gold Coast area for sightseeing. We saw such
beautiful water, scenery, and beaches. On Friday, we
visited Linda Kerswell and her son, Luke Scott. They
took us for a wonderful supper, and walk on the long
pier of Moreton Bay near Wynnum.
On Saturday, we went with Noel and Joyce to
the Sunshine Coast area to visit Robert and
Adrienne Windsor. We had a beautiful sacrament
service and then shared prayers and wonderful
testimonies. Noel and Joyce took us to the scenic
Glass House Mountains area. Noel said we had to eat
a meat pie before we left Australia, so we had great
ones for tea (Aussie’s supper time). On Sunday,
November 3, at the Kingston Restoration Branch, a
sacrament service was held and a class was taught by
Bob. After the service, we had a delicious barbecue
and potluck. We were able to meet the Gary and
Rebecca Melling family, Neil and Emma Kerswell,
Glenn and Leanne Kerswell, and Audrey Kerswell. We
enjoyed immensely the fellowship with everyone there.
On November 4, we left Brisbane and traveled up the
coast to Gin Gin were we shared in a sacrament
service with Paul Fulker. We had fun picking a bunch
of bananas from one of his trees. We so appreciated
getting to know him and his love of the scriptures.
From Gin Gin, we went several kilometers south to
Maryborough were we had a wonderful stay with Alva
Robinson. While there, she showed us her very nice
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daycare center and served us some delicious food.
Bob provided a sacrament service and we again shared
in prayers and testimonies.
We traveled about eight hours southwest to
Goondiwindi to visit Sister Laurel Thompson. We
spent one evening with her and shared in a sacrament
service with her the next day. We so appreciated her
hospitality, testimonies, and great food. She also had
lush garden vegetables to show us. We arrived back in
Tamworth on Wednesday were we participated in a
spirit-filled prayer and testimony service at the home
of Roy and Daphne. Elder Danny Archer was in
charge of the service. While there, Roy and Daphne
took us to the Waterways Wildlife Park to see and pet
koalas and take pictures of kangaroos, wallabies,
emus, ostriches, wombats, parakeets, and lizards—
viewing all these animals in the wild.
We traveled to visit Saints in the Sydney area and
were so blessed to meet and worship with Priest Ron
Mitchell, his wife Jan, and their granddaughter
Charise. They picked us up at our motel and took us
to Faye Butterworth’s home where Ron and Bob held
a sacrament service. Faye shared delicious tea with us.
We were able to see photos of her interesting trip to
Thailand where she was an educational mentor. At
Goulburn, we met Albert and Beth Whipp and their
daughter Jemma for tea. During our very nice visit, we
learned a lot about raising sheep, and Beth gave us her
beautifully knit, stuffed sheep.
Our next stop was Boorowa, at the home of Colin and
Mary Dunn, were we had great fellowship and fun.
We shared in the sacrament service and enjoyed many
testimonies and prayers. We had the opportunity to
see many different sites with Colin and Mary as well as
to meet their grandson Grant. Colin and Bob had fun
racing their motor scooters up the hill. Mary endowed
us with her beautiful knitted koalas. We next arrived
in Euroa where we stayed with Murray and Delma
Broughton. We had a wonderful visit as we all shared
many testimonies of how the Lord is amazingly
opening doors for his work to go forward in all parts
of the world. Murray took us to visit inactive
members, whom we invited to church.
We had a service at the Kelvin View Congregation. It
is such a beautiful setting in the wildwoods of
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Australia. At the luncheon that followed, we fellowshipped with all the dear Saints. Bob preached the
evening service at the home of Elder and Pastor Geoff
and Elma Grayden. We felt and appreciated the
beautiful Spirit of the Lord all day.

The Kelvin View Saints at Euroa, Victoria, Australia

After a day of rest, we traveled with Peter, Helen, and
Danny Archer to Gawler, South Australia to visit and
minister to the wonderful Saints there. We were able
to see a little of the outback on this seventeen-hour
trip. We stayed with Kerry and Gina Krieg and
enjoyed sharing with them. We went to a wildlife park,
celebrating Ethan’s birthday, and ate barbecue at
Travis and Monique Hummel’s home. It was great to
visit with Travis and Monique and their sons Ethan,
Jacob, and Seth. We had a sacrament service on
Sunday. We almost had given out all the scriptures
and booklets taken, but in his briefcase Bob found a
Doctrine and Covenants, a small Book of Mormon,
and other church materials to share with this isolated
family. When he gave Monique the Doctrine and
Covenants, she was pleasantly surprised that the 1947
edition matched her Inspired Version and Book of
Mormon, as she was missing that book from the set.
She felt it was definitely a testimony from the Lord.
When we traveled to the Port Macquarie area with
Roy and Daphne, we met and visited with Merin, her
son and daughter-in-law, Lance and Georgia Dunn,
and their family. It was such a delight to meet their
three young children Isabella, Xavier, and Charlotte.
While there, Bob was able to provide a sacrament
service. We also had a blessed prayer and testimony
service with the family two nights later.

During our last
week in Australia,
we took the train
t o me e t a nd
w o r ship wit h
David and Melissa
Game and their
children Lauren
and Micah. They
had just moved to
t he Newcast le
area. Melissa’s
parents, Kerry and
Gina Kreig, were
With the Dunn family at Port Macquarie h e l p in g t h e m
move. We were able to help them unpack as well as to
help them build a tree house. We then took the train to
Sydney where we were able to again visit with Kelly
and Gianna Loyd. With the Loyds, we watched the
Christmas fireworks in Darling Harbor before making
our flight home.
The Lord truly blessed us as we traveled on a different
side of the road, through deserts, mountains, major
cities, and the bush. We have many testimonies of his
care and protection. Bob prayed about to share with
the people of Australia. Price Publishing had given him
small pictures of Christ standing at the door. He
shared about seventy-five of those pictures with
people we met at stores, information centers, etc. It
was a great experience to see the joy on so many faces
as he shared how the Lord loved them.

Philippine Report
by Elder Murray Broughton, Euroa, Australia

I

n October 2013, my wife Delma, a native Filipino,
and I spent four weeks visiting the Philippines and
sharing ministry, fellowship, and love with the people
there. In Agno Pangasinan, near Manila, we were
joined by Elders Jun Panongcales and Bernardo
Camana from Tagum City in Mindanao. They spent
about a week with us and shared their ministry. It was
lovely having them there.
Agno Pangasinan had about sixty baptized members,
and during our stay, seventeen new members were
baptized, and seven children were blessed. The chapel
in Agno Pangasinan has been extended, and a roof
now covers a large portion of the structure. Agno
Pangasinan boasts a very active youth group, which is
growing in both numbers and spirit. More than one
hundred T-shirts have been purchased to be printed
with “Church of Jesus Christ” on the back and “Zion’s
League” on the front.

We can’t express enough how wonderful and truly
blessed we felt by the Lord to have met so many
dedicated, spirit-filled Saints in Australia. We pray the
Lord will guide and bless us in continuing our journey
toward Zion.

On November 3, 2013, a business meeting was held in
Trece Martires City, and the Trece Martires Church of
Jesus Christ Restoration Branch was organized with
Elder Murray Broughton as pastor. There are
currently seven members including Priest Julius
Candido and Sister Susan de Guzman, who serves as
secretary and treasurer. A debt of gratitude is owed to
Sister Susan for setting up a website for the branch
and for her work with the Sunday schools in Trece
Martires City, Antipolo City, and Puerto Galera. We
also appreciate the work of Deacon Joel Natino in
preparing the church for worship.

Note: We are deeply grateful to the Lord for those
willing to make such journeys to other lands in order
to minister to the Saints. We are also deeply grateful
to all the Saints who make donations to assist in the
missionary efforts around the world. If there are those
who would like to share with the Saints in other lands,
contact SEAAM, ARM, or LAMB by way of the CRE
Office. The SEAAM Board is particularly seeking
those who could go to Australia for three to six
months.

The Saints in Luzon are thankful for the support of
SEAAM and the support of the Saints who have
helped supply scriptures, hymn books, reading books,
Tidings of Zion magazines, and other materials for
learning about the Church of Jesus Christ. The home
where the Trece Martires Branch worships is currently
for sale. The members would like to purchase it as a
permanent meeting place. They would be grateful for
any donations that could aid in that purchase. May
God bless you for your service and your sacrifice.
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Missionary Trip to Nepal
by Elder Bob and Sister Sheila Schrunk, Norborne, Missouri, and Elder John Eichhorn, Odessa, Missouri

I

n the fall of 2013, we had a tremendous opportunity
to be a part of the missionary endeavor in Nepal.
Our trip was very blessed by the Lord as our
preparations, prayers, and contacts came to fruition
while meeting with the Saints and giving them ministry.
We each felt very blessed to again fellowship with our
Nepalese brothers and sisters.

We left for Nepal on September 18. On our flight to
Hong Kong, we met Helen, who was born in China and
who had lived in the States for many years. As a
Christian, she was on fire for the Lord. We had several
good conversations with her about the Lord, our
mission, and our beliefs. Helen said many times how
blessed we were. She seemed very interested, so Bob
was prompted to give her the book Christ’s Restored
Church. He asked her to pray for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit as she studied it. We exchanged e-mails
and addresses.
After our arrival at Katmandu, we had to stand in line
for a long time to go through immigration. Then
Bob’s passport was accidentally given to the man in
front of him, and Bob received the other man’s
passport. Bob had to race through the airport with
security behind him, yell the man’s name to get his
attention, and make the passport exchange. We
thanked the Lord for his help. In spite of the difficulty,
we greatly appreciated being greeted by the Saints
with their gifts of scarves, flowers, and hugs.
We stayed with Brother Dil and Sister Rebecca
Gurung and their family. On Saturday, their day of
worship, we enjoyed worshiping with two congregations—Kusunti, Lalitpur, (previously known as
Satdobato) and Sinamanga. Bob and John shared in
the preaching services. We were all greatly blessed by
the spirit-filled worship, which included beautiful
music and humble praise of our Lord.
The Women’s Retreat began the next day at the
Kusunti Branch building with eighteen to twenty-one
in attendance. There were four days of classes,
worship, testimonies, prayers, and fellowship. Sheila
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had been asked many months before the trip if she
would come and provide a women’s retreat. After
much prayer, the Lord brought to her remembrance
the great love she had felt for Rebecca while visiting
with her on the phone in 2012, and she knew the Lord
wanted her to plan the retreat. Her heart was filled
with love for each dear sister in Christ she met at the
retreat. She knew the Lord had given her the gift of
being able to know and love these sisters.
A couple of weeks before we left, we were asked to
share classes at the retreat on the Book of Mormon.
The Lord blessed us to find the materials for all the
classes. One of the sisters shared a testimony of how
evil spirits had a great hold on her. Elders Prakash
Pradhan and Dil Gurung administered to her daily and
prayed daily along with the Saints that the spirits
might be cast out of her. After some time, she was
relieved and has not experienced them since. She was
praising the Lord as she gave a powerful testimony of
the his healing. It is so good to see the Lord
ministering to the meek and lowly as the priesthood
and Saints in Nepal reach out to others.
A priesthood retreat was held at Pokhara, a city near
the beautiful Annapurna Himalayan Mountain Range.
The priesthood from India, along with some of their
wives, traveled fourteen hours in a packed bus. Our
trip from Kathmandu with the Saints from Nepal took
about eight hours. John and Bob taught classes on the

principles of the doctrine of Christ. Elders Janek
Sunwar and John Chettri also taught classes. Sheila
met with the women for classes and the sharing of
testimonies.
It was a momentous day when Brother Dil Gurung
presented the Book of Mormon translated into Nepalese.
He had spent a few years translating the book from
English to their langueage. He stated it was only through
the power of the Lord that he was able to accomplish
the work. During the retreat, the youth witnessed the
accuracy of the translation. The printed copies of the
Book of Mormon were greatly appreciated by the
brethren as they now had a better understanding of the
book, since it is in their own language.
Before each class or service, special music was shared
by the young adults, and all truly worshiped in
beautiful native songs. During the retreat, Brother
Peter Chettri was ordained to the office of elder. At
the end of the retreat, John and Bob passed out many
scriptures and other church material which will be
used for missionary work. As the retreat closed, we
took many pictures and said heartfelt goodbyes as the
dear brothers and sisters from India departed.
Before the retreat, Elder Sunil had visited with us
about a baptismal service. It was to be located a few
hours from the main road as we traveled back to
Kathmandu. Brothers Sunil, Dil, John, and Bob
traveled by jeep over rough roads to the site of the
baptism. Nine canidates, along with about fifteen
family members and friends, met at a large river where
an eddy was found for the baptisms. Elder Sunil, who
had provided the converting ministry, felt encouraged
to baptize these people with John and Bob assisting
This has been our hope and prayer—that the local
priesthood would become confident in performing
baptisms. The Saints demonstrated their excitement at
their new covenant with the Lord by throwing their
idols and articles of Hindu worship into the river and
clapping for joy. This began the thirty-sixth
Restoration branch in Nepal.
Since their school holiday fit our schedule, the youth
asked if they could also have a retreat. It was such a
delight to have twenty-one youth come and share their
gifts and talents in song, prayer, classes, fellowship,
recreation, and crafts. We have testimonies of how the

Lord greatly blessed us to have the finances, right
amount of booklets, scriptures, craft materials, and
class ideas. What a joy it was to share the hope of the
gospel with these young members of the Church of
Jesus Christ.

As we visited the homes of the Saints and nonmembers,
we appreciated so much hearing their testimonies of the
love of the Lord and how he has blessed them. As we
left Nepal, we were greatly encouraged by the commitment and devotion of the priesthood, the youth, and the
women in their love of the Lord.
As the three of us headed to our next destinations (Bob
and Sheila to Australia and John back to the States), our
flight leaving Kathmandu was late. As a result, we (Bob
and Sheila) arrived in Bangkok to find our next flight
had already left. After we waved goodbye to John, who
was able to continue his journey, we spent three hours in
the halls, offices, and immigration lines of the airport.
Then they escorted us to the baggage claim and said
we needed to leave the airport. Bob was praying that
we would find someone who could speak English to
help us locate a room for the night. His attempts in the
front foyer proved unsuccessful, and we wheeled our
luggage out to leave. A man came up to us and said in
perfect English, “May I be of some help?” He directed
us to a place where we were able to obtain a hotel
room, transportation, and breakfast. We thanked our
Heavenly Father for his goodness to us.
We always find on these mission trips that as we
provide ministry, we are also greatly ministered to. We
praise our Heavenly Father for his mercy and grace.
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Go Ye into ALL the World —Mark 16:14
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Elders Brian Mundy and Joe Hale will travel to Kenya and Uganda, East Africa, in April 2014.
Latin American Ministries Board (LAMB)
The Saints in Honduras held their annual conference in January 2014. (See pages 14-15 of this issue.) Seventy Juan
Reyes continues to provide a great ministry in Mexico.
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
The SEAAM Board, in operation since 1998, continues to function under the Evangelism Council of the Conference
of Restoration Elders. The SEAAM Board has added two members and subdivided into three committees to better
facilitate the work in each area of ministry.
Australia: Read about the recent trip by Elder Bob Schrunk and his wife Sheila on pages 17-19 of this issue.
If you would like to serve in Australia for a month or more, contact the SEAAM Board through the CRE
office. Contact information is on the inside front cover of this issue. We are looking for two elders, or an elder
and his wife, who will commit to a mission of three months or more in Australia in 2014
India/Nepal: See pages 20-21 for a report of the recent trip by Elder John Eichhorn and Elder Bob Schrunk
and his wife Sheila. High Priest Francis Harper (from Woodbine, Iowa), Elder Brian Herron and Priest Travis
Clark (both from Salem, Oregon) will be going to Nepal and India March 22. Brothers Herren and Clark will
be there for two weeks, and Brother Harper will be there until April 30. Please pray for their trip!
The Philippines: The work in the Philippines continues to function on two fronts in the Mindanao area in the
south and in Luzon, which includes the Manila area. SEAAM has been ministering in the Mindanao area since
2006, and members of the SEAAM Board will be returning there in this spring. In the Manila area, Elder
Murray Broughton and wife Delma, from Australia, visit at least twice a year. (See page 19 of this issue.)
Delma is a native of the Philippines. The Broughtons and Elder Frank Shepard from Maine will travel to Luzon
May 2-14, 2014.
Greater European Ministries (GEM)
Elder Brian Mundy will make a mission trip to Germany in April 2014.
All the missionary boards have a great need of financial assistance to be able to continue the efforts that are in
progress around the world. Funds are needed to help with travel expenses of those who go abroad, educational
programs, and curriculum materials for priesthood and members. If you would like to contribute to this effort, make
a check out to the CRE, and on the memo line designate where you want your donation to go. You may designate
any of the above-named missionary boards (ARM, LAMB, SEAAM, GEM), the Evangelism Council, the CRE
General Fund, Tidings of Zion, or any area of your interest. All gifts are tax deductible and truly appreciated.
The Domestic Outreach Program functions under the Coordinating Council of Elders and works with all Saints
and branches in the USA and Canada, as services and ministry are requested. For ministry from the Domestic
Outreach Program, contact the CRE office. Contact information is on the inside front cover of this issue of Tidings
of Zion.
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For We Are Laborers Together with God

–1 Corinthians 3:9

by Elder Brian Herren, Salem, Oregon

T

he definition and principles of Zion have oft been
given thorough treatment in classes and sermons,
identifying the term with God’s people (Genesis 7:23;
DC 94:5c). Our pursuit in understanding Zion may be
blessed by the simultaneous outreach of our best
faculties in daily life. Not leaving those principles
expounded upon in good form year by year, one can
hardly ignore that these principles demand the just and
equal response of every honest man.

Understanding a principle makes one accountable for
his reaction to such an understanding, which is the
underpinning of justice. To be gathered in one and
understand the nature of God revealed in the physical
expression of his kingdom is not the end of his
creation in us but rather the foundation upon which
our continued labor might one day return its fruit. To
build upon the foundation of Christ will require more
than an understanding of his doctrine, it will require a
dedicated response to that understanding. To our
collective mind and righteous desire, we must offer the
best of our labor. Those who wait for the kingdom of
God will never bear the fruit that is familiar to those
who labor daily as citizens.
Men are called to be fellow laborers with God, and
once freed from the bondage of selfishness, they find
their most complete satisfaction in the fulfillment of
this commission. It is tempting to the man of God, one
who wholly recognizes God’s omnipotence and
majesty, to defer all sense of obligation upon this earth
to the One who ultimately has power over it. Such
temptations must be dismissed in the acknowledgment
of our present mission.
Men were not created to receive the uncertain ends of
a passive existence. They were placed upon this earth
in the very likeness of God (Genesis 1:27), whose
works are without end (DC 22:23), to improve their
estate on a daily basis through submission and
obedience to the God who is at all times disposed
toward the best interests of his creatures. Any system
of thought that ultimately concludes that man is a
passive creature to be acted upon by the forces of the

heavens alone is a system of thought that will leave its
adherents complacent, fearful, and superstitious. It is
not heretical to suppose that man should labor at the
side of God. In fact, it is the perfect acknowledgment
of the nature of our creation and the purpose for
which we are given any power of him. If not to labor
at his side, to what end are men endowed with any
portion of his power? Not only is it acceptable to
acknowledge man’s call to reform his nature to match
the will of God through discipline, it is also a partial
denial of God’s work and glory to suggest an
alternative purpose behind the power invested in us.
If the work and glory of God is to bring about the
eternal life and salvation of men, it should also be the
work and glory of all men, who align their purposes
with the purposes of God, to bring about the same
work. One might begin this great labor in faith and
repentance by turning unto Christ, in whom our only
mode of atonement is realized through a brightness of
hope, and thereafter continue the labor by the careful
and compassionate observance of his principal mission
toward mankind.
Do we wait for God to command or compel us before
we bring about those works we already know to be
good or whether we exercise them of our own free
will, being anxiously engaged in the matter? Note
Doctrine and Covenants 58:6c-f:
Behold, it is not meet that I should command in
all things, for he that is compelled in all things,
the same is a slothful and not a wise servant;
wherefore he receiveth no reward. Verily I say,
Men should be anxiously engaged in a good
cause, and do many things of their own free
will, and bring to pass much righteousness; for
the power is in them, wherein they are agents
unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do
good, they shall in nowise lose their reward.
But he that doeth not anything until he is
commanded, and receiveth a commandment
with doubtful heart, and keepeth it with
slothfulness, the same is damned.
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This year, let our understandings of Zion now yield
renewed interest and fervency in those works
entrusted to our hands. Let us labor at God’s side,
along with his angels and the Holy Spirit, by whom
our access to the divine is administered peaceably and
without cost. The spirit of revival will fill the breasts
of those willing to embrace this theme, and it will
recognize them as the rightful heirs to the urgency by
which godly men have set their hands to the plow in
every generation before us.

labor, but actually to “take my yoke upon you”
(Matthew 11:30). We are to be fellow laborers with
God. This year, we have an opportunity to consider
how it is that we might serve as a fellow laborer with
God in a more focused way: as men, as women, as the
younger, as the older, as the head of our homes, as the
married, as the unmarried, as those in the priesthood,
and as those not ordained. Every person will find their
calling made sure in the labor to which God invites us
and upon which mankind depends.

Should the matters of this world instigate resistance to
the good will of our present intent, we might
remember this admonition from Luke 14:15-24:

We might also consider those qualities of character
that would make us more acceptable as a yokefellow
to Christ. The soul, so inclined, will find his best
efforts in reformation to be the first fruits of that yoke
which is sure to make our labor delightful, the honest
provision of our foremost covenant, and the promised
rest by Christ in the work without end. May God be
honored in the year of our Lord, 2014.

And when one of them who sat at meat with
him, heard these things, he said unto him,
Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the
kingdom of God. Then said he unto him, A
certain man made a great supper and bade
many; And sent his servants at supper time, to say
to them who were bidden, Come, for all things
are now ready. And they all, with one consent,
began to make excuse. The first said unto him,
I have bought a piece of ground, and I must
needs go and see it; I pray thee have me
excused. And another said, I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray
thee have me excused. And another said, I have
married a wife, therefore I cannot come. So
that servant came and showed his lord these
things. Then the master of the house, being
angry, said to his servants, Go out quickly into
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring
hither the poor, and the maimed, the halt and
the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is done
as thou hast commanded, and yet there is
room. The Lord said unto his servant, Go out
into the highways, and hedges, and compel
men to come in, that my house may be filled;
For I say unto you, That none of those men
who were bidden, shall taste of my supper.
Let this year be a year without excuse, a year of sound
labor, a year of bringing our bodies into harmony with
our understandings—for we are fellow laborers with
God. It seems fitting that we remember that when
Christ invited us to learn of him and find rest, he
showed us that to do so is not to remove the yoke of
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RCM Ministries
by Jacara Foss, Holden, Missouri,
President UCM- RCM

T

he years after high school are often an adjustment
period as one tries to make decisions about
continuing one’s education, getting a job, or even
getting married and starting a family. This is where
meeting with others one’s age who share the same
faith can become an invaluable resource. Currently,
there are three Restoration Campus Ministries (RCM)

groups: Columbia (at MU), Warrensburg (at UCM),
and Independence (for the many colleges in the area).
Typically, the groups meet once a week to hear a
speaker, attend a class, or play games together while
fellowshipping with others of like faith. There are no
membership requirements for the RCM groups;
anyone who wishes to participate is welcome.
Our biggest ministry as a group, besides providing
support for our members, is sharing in song and
testimony with different congregations. We also try to
take a trip every year during spring break and minister
to a small congregation outside of the Independence
area. In the past few years, we have gone to Texas,
Alabama, and Michigan. This year, instead of planning
a week-long trip, we decided to shorten it to allow
more people to participate so we are traveling to
Branson, Missouri, and putting on a service at Ava—a
small congregation nearby.
All of our support comes in donations from individuals
and congregations who feel led to contribute. There
are a few fund-raisers that we host every year—one of
which is the Annual RCM Chili Dinner—but many
congregations also choose to donate a yearly sum. We
deeply appreciate all the donations that we receive that
allow us to witness to others and have fun along the
way. If you would like to support the RCM group at
UCM, you can send donations to RCM, 134 W. Pine
St., Warrensburg, MO 64093.

Women’s Counci Report

assistance from readers Karmi Anderson and Kay
Williams, gave an excellent powerpoint presentation
on “Be Ready to Receive Your King.” She showed
how Christmas and the second coming of Jesus are
tied together, and the joy this brings as we prepare for
his return.
We were richly
blessed with
the ministry of
music by Phil
a nd Ka t h y
Hood, Sarah
Weston, and
Andrea and
Naomi Alaniz.
High Priest
Steve Bohall gave the closing pastoral remarks. He
talked about the calling that Mary, the mother of
Jesus, had when she said, “My soul doth magnify the
Lord…” (Luke 1:46). He asked each of us to magnify
the calling that we have with humility and repentance.
He also pointed out that we should follow the
direction of Jesus in these words: “Learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest
unto your souls . . .” (Matthew 11:30).
We ended our time together with a wonderful brunch
prepared by the ladies from Mt. Zion, Waldo Avenue,
and Zion’s Trumpet Restoration Branches.The
delicious food and fellowship was enjoyed by all. The
Women’s Council functions under the Conference of
Restoration Elders.

by Connie Spivey, Oak Grove, Missouri

T

he Restoration Women’s Council “New Year’s
Brunch” was held on Saturday, January 18, 2014,
at Waldo Avenue Restoration Branch in
Independence, Missouri. It was a real blessing to
gather together with almost one hundred ladies of the
Restoration in worship and fellowship.

We began with a hymn sing, followed by two short
drama presentations—“And the Race Goes On” and
“Love Gleans a Harvest.” Pat Chadwick, with
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2014 Restoration Branch
Retreats
Central Missouri at Odessa Hills Campgrounds
March 8-9
Juniors (Grades 4-4)
March 14-16 Junior High Grades 7-9)
March 21-23 Senior High (Grades 10-May graduates)
March 28-30 Older Youth (College age)
Contact: www.odessahills.com or
Judi Smith 816-633-4199
Northwest Region
March 14-16 Women's Retreat at Corbett, Oregon
Contact: Sue Herren 503-991-8137
May 16-18 Men's Retreat at Yacolt, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
Sept. 19-21 Priesthood Retreat at Yacolt, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2484
CRE Women’s Council
April 12 Spring Retreat 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
at Oak Grove Restoration Branch
Sept 26-28 Fall Retreat at Odessa Hills
Contact: Sylvia Powell 816-240-0095
CRE Priesthood Kirtland Retreat
Sept. 20-21 at Kirtland, Ohio
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421

2014 Restoration Branch
Reunions
June 2-7 Zion’s Ridge Reunion
Independence, Missouri
Contact: Ray Lane 816-650-6573
June 8-14 South Crysler Restoration Branch
Graceland University, Lamoni, Iowa
Contact: Richard Mark 816-795-50
Registrars: Paul and Lynette Davis 816-795-0703
June 21-28 Central Missouri Restoration Branches
Odessa Hills Campgrounds Odessa, Missouri
Contact: www.odessahills.com or
Howard Parker 816-230-4000
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June 22-27 Restoration Branch Family Reunion
& Conference of Restoration Elders
Sponsored by the CRE and Pastors of Zion
Independence, Missouri at Waldo Avenue
Restoration Branch/CPRS
Contact: CRE Office 816-836-3421
www.eldersconference.org
www.pastorsofzion.org
June 28-July 4 Buckner Restoration Branch
Odessa Hills Campgrounds Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Eric Baker 816-765-8802
July 5-12 Orthodox RLDS
Odessa Hills Campgrounds Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Russ Copus 573-480-7820
July 13-18 Montana-Dakota Restoration Family
White Sulphur Springs, Montana
Contact: Albert & Shelley Schmidt 816-461-2883
(MUST Register by April 1, 2014)
July 19-26 Maine Restoration Reunion
Brooksville, Maine
Contact: Eddie Faulkingham 207-348-2297
July 19-26 Woodbine Reunion
Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Rick Tiffey 712-644-3297
July 28-Aug. 3 Great Lakes Regional Reunion
Vassar, Michigan
Contact: Helen Danicke 248-651-3208
August 2-8 Kirtland Area Family Reunion
Temple Grove Transfer, Pennsylvania
Contact: Peter Peterson 440-639-1752
August 11-17 Northwest Regional Reunion
Vancouver, Washington
Contact: Brian Herren 503-949-2482
If any additional camps, retreats, or reunions should
be listed or any corrections needed, please notify
the CRE Office at 816-836-3421 or Paul Gage at
pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

2014 Restoration Branch
Youth Camps
MISSOURI

CENTRAL MISSOURI RESTORATION BRANCHES
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
May 18-24
June 1-5
June 8-14
June 15-21

Older Youth
Directors: Reggie & Suzanne Bendorf
Jr. Camp (Grades 4-6)
Directors: Jason and Karmi Anderson
Sr. High (Grades 10-May graduates)
Directors: Stu and Milee Gage
Jr. High (Grades 7-9)
Directors: Curtis and Vi Hallier

Contact: Judi Smith 816-633-4199 or
www.odessahills.com
RESTORATION CAMPING INC. (www. RCIcamps.org)
June 21-27 Mountain Camp (Grades 10-13)
Divide, Colorado
Contact: Ben Newell 816-373-1252
July 13-19 Mammoth Sr. High Camp (Grade 10-13)
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri
Contact: Steve and Vicki Ferdig 816-630-6033
July 20-23 Camp Tiona (Girls Grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Brian and Pam Stuck 816-373-7874
July 23-26 Camp Liahona (Boys Grades 4-7)
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Brett and Nanette Smith 660-200-6601
July 26-Aug 2 Leadership Camp (Grades 10-13)
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Aaron Bailey 816-537-0473
July 27-Aug 2 Camp Bountiful (Grades 7-9)
Odessa Hills Campgrounds, Odessa, Missouri
Contact: Dan and Carol Kroesen 816-461-7910
GREAT LAKES REGION

July 20-26 Jr and Sr. High at Sanford, Michigan
Contact: Jay and Kathi Havener 248-628-9702
July 20-26 Children's Camp (Grades 3-7)
Erie Beach, Ontario, Canada
Contact: Betty Lou Newman 519-734-1097

IOWA

June 8-14 Jr. High-Sr. High at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Dave and Karla Hamblen 402-659-8211
July 6-10 Junior Camp at Little Sioux, Iowa
Contact: Gina Birdsall 712-456-2048
NORTHWEST REGIONAL

June 28-July 3 Grades 6-12 at Yacolt, WA
Contact: Kevin Herren 503-562-9384
TEXAS

July 9-13 Strong Adventure Camp (Grades 3-college)
Wednesday, July 9 at 5:00 pm to Sunday, July 14 at noon
YMCA/Collin County Campgrounds, Anna, Texas
Contact: Jerry Skotak 214-674-3051

Branching Out:
Sallisaw, Oklahoma

E

lder Rob Fuller directs the work of the gospel in
the branch in Sallisaw, Oklahoma. Sallisaw is
about one hundred miles southeast of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and twenty-five miles west of Fort
Smith, Arkansas, on Interstate 40. Though small in
number, the Saints in Sallisaw are active in the
Lord’s work. The branch mission statement is to
“Promote Christ’s kingdom as best they can.”
The Sallisaw Restoration Branch was founded in
1985. A building was purchased in 1988, and a
fellowship hall was added in 1990. Brother Fuller
was pastor at the Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Indian
Mission for ten years before accepting the
responsibility of shepherding the flock in Sallisaw.
The Saints meet for worship and fellowship at 10:00
a.m. on Sundays and 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday
nights. On the third Sunday of each month, a guest
minister is usually
present to share in
t he min ist r y.
Brother Fuller says,
“We are small in
number, but large in
faith. We welcome
everyo ne t o
worship with us.”
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Melchisedec Credentials
Amended April 6, 2010

The following guidelines will serve as the basis for seating all elders in the current assembly and in other CRE activities,
and continue in effect unless, or until altered through future conference action.
Participation in the Elders Conference shall be extended to authoritatively ordained Melchisedec Priesthood—
1. Who, currently function within a “Restoration Branch,” and whose office and ordination have been determined to be
in order by the Credentials Committee of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.(A
“Restoration Branch” does not accept such doctrines as the ordination of women to the priesthood , the serving of the
sacrament to persons without authoritative baptisms, or participate or accept the calling and ordination of men to
priesthood offices other than elder, priest, teacher, or deacon. Any branch previously engaged, or associated with an
organization which participated in such actions are required to renounce the same in order to be considered and function
as a “Restoration Branch.”)
2. Who, while not joined with a branch, have remained faithful to their calling by supporting the “Restoration Position,”
and whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials Committee of said conference, or
the Coordinating Council between conferences.
3. Who, for reasons of conscience or physical location have continued to minister within the framework of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints/Community of Christ, but who have not subscribed to, nor participated in any
divergent practices or doctrines, and whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials
Committee of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.
4. Who, have since then been affiliated with one or more of the factional movements—who are willing to renounce said
affiliation, and repent of any participation in divergent practices or doctrines including, but not limited to the rejection of
any subsequent ordinations, whose office and ordination have been determined to be in order by the Credentials Committee
of said conference, or the Coordinating Council between conferences.
5. Who, by accepting a call to the priesthood, have accepted the personal responsibility of maintaining the highest standards
of Christian conduct. Verified failure to maintain such standards may constitute grounds for denying or revoking one’s right
to voice, vote, and participation in CRE activities.
–Upon the written statements of two or more credible witnesses to conduct on the part of a Melchisedec priesthood
member that is unbecoming a priesthood member, or conduct that is detrimental to that members’ ministry, or the
ministry of others, the Credentials Committee, or Coordinating Council between conferences, will determine
whether said priesthood member is eligible to participate in the Conference of Restoration Elders.
Circumstances or questions concerning eligibility of a Melchisedec priesthood member to be seated in the CRE that may
arise that are not covered by any of the above guidelines will be reviewed and acted upon by the Credentials Committee
on a case by case basis.
Appeals of the decision of the Credentials Committee for seating shall be made in writing and submitted to the CRE
Coordinating Council for review, consideration, and action. If the appeal is denied, and one of the parties involved desires
to appeal the decision of the Coordinating Council, a committee of seven Elders shall be elected from the seated body of
elders in conference to review and consider the appeal. The elected representatives will consider the appeal during the
convening conference, and render a decision that shall be final for that conference. In this way, the rights of the individual
and the rights of the body to consider matters pertaining to the conference will be preserved and protected.
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REGISTRATION FORM

2014 Conference of Restoration Elders (June 22-27)
(For Elders Only)

Please Print or Type Your Information
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
First

Last

Suffix

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip Code

Home phone: ___________________ Cell phone: _____________________ Email: ______________________________
Restoration Branch/Group: _______________________________________________________________________
Name

City

State

If you are not active in a Restoration Branch, please explain your situation on separate sheet.
Current Priesthood Office: ________________________________

Ordination Dates: _____/_____/_______

Names and priesthood office of the men who ordained you. Please list spokesman first:

__________________________________________
Name

Office

________________________________________
Name

Office

Required Credential Information: All elders, regardless of having been previously credentialed, need to register and be
credentialed for each Conference. Each elder desiring to be seated in Conference should provide, if not previously having done
so, a copy of their ordination certificate, or other official documentation which reflects the date and place of their ordination, as
well as the names of the ministers who ordained them. Anyone not having this information at the time of sending in their
registration should make every effort to provide it as soon as possible. If an elder is unable to obtain official documentation of
their ordination, someone will contact them. Please check the documentation level below that best applies to you.
Have already provided official documentation: _____
Official documentation included with registration: _____

Will provide official documentation soon: _____
Unable to obtain official documentation: _____

Names and ages of other family members attending: _____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Housing: If you need help in obtaining housing, please explain and attach on separate sheet. Be sure to include names, gender,
and dates of needed housing.
Fees: There is no registration fee for attending. Conference notebooks will be available for a minimal fee to cover the cost of
the binder and printing. Offerings will be taken nightly to cover the general expenses of the conference. A donation may be
made when you register, if you desire. Make your checks out to the: Conference of Restoration Elders.
Displays: Those desiring to set up displays are asked to contact the Conference Manager as soon as possible. This can be done
by calling the CRE Office. All commerce is limited to those items which are properly licensed and copyrighted.
Submitting Registration Materials: Mail registration materials to: CRE Box 4085 Independence, MO. 64051 ATTN: Paul
Gage; OR, register and supply needed information on line at www.eldersconference.org; OR, drop off materials at the CRE
Office located at 500 N. Union in Independence, MO. 64050. This is the first street east of CPRS/Waldo Ave. Restoration
Branch. Hours are 10am to 4pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Call 816-836-3421 or 877-748-8947(toll free) if you have any questions, or need some assistance with registration.

REUNION REGISTRATION FORM

Restoration Branch Family Reunion and Elders Conference
June 22-27, 2014, Independnce, MO at CPRS/Waldo
Theme: "Prepare Every Needful Thing"
Please complete this registration form as soon as possible and send it to, Family Reunion - Elders Conference Registration at the Conference of
Restoration Elders (CRE) at PO Box 4085, Independence, MO 64051, or bring to the CRE office at 500 N. Union in Indepence. MO. ( Office hours are MonWed-Fri from 10 am- 4 pm. Do not mail form to 500 N. Union) To print additional registration forms, or to fill this form online, please visit the CRE
website at http://www.eldersconference.org. Elders intending to participate in the business portion of the CRE will need to complete a separate
registration form.
PLEASE PRINT
FAMILY MEMBERS REGISTERING (It is suggested that anyone 18 years or older should register seperately)
Priesthood Office (if applicable):
Name of Adult 1:
Name of Adult 2:
Name of Child 1:
Entering Grade:
Age:
Entering Grade:
Name of Child 2:
Age:
Name of Child 3:
Entering Grade:
Age:
Name of Child 4:
Entering Grade:
Age:
Name of Child 5:
Entering Grade:
Age:
Add information concerning any additional children on the back of this form.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Address:

Street
State (if USA)

Phone:
Home Restoration Branch:

City
Zip Code

Country

Email Address:

ATTENDANCE PLANS ( If not attending " All Sessions", please mark boxes which best reflect your planned attendance)

HOUSING, MEAL & OTHER PREFERENCES
HOUSING: We encourage those from outside the Center Place Area to stay with local Saints, as much as possible. We will maintain a list of available
housing and coordinate with those needing housing. If you are able to keep guests or if you need housing, contact the CRE Office at 816-836-3421, or out
of area at 877-748-8947(toll free). Office hours are Mon-Wed-Fri from 10 am- 4 pm.
# in Family:___________
Prefer:
MEALS: A light breakfast, regular lunch, and light dinner will be provided on campus each day beginning with the noon meal on Monday, June 23, 2014.
The last meal will be served at noon Friday, June 27, 2014. All are encouraged to fast evening meal in preparation of evening service.
Please reserve (#)____ meal ticket(s) for:
OTHER:
SKILLS/INTERESTS (Check items below that you are willing to help with. Please list first name of applicable family members)

COST
There is no registration fee for the reunion. Expenses will be met through offerings and donations. If you would like to make a donation prior to reunion,
make checks payable to the CRE and write in memo note, "for Reunion/Conference."

X Signature Adult:

Date:

Youth under the age of 18 years are asked to be accompanied by a parent or guardian when in attendance at Reunion/Conference activities.
A Hospitality Notebook will be available at registration that will include city maps,directions for motels, restaurants, and other areas of interest.
If you have any questions, call the CRE Office at 816-836-3421, or out of area at 877-748-8947(toll free) , or call the Reunion/Conference Manager, Paul
Gage at 816-833-6552, or Email him at pauljg_64055@yahoo.com

Announcements
ADDRESS CHANGES
Please notify the CRE office staff of any changes in
your mailing address, phone number, email address,
etc. Also, please notify us if you wish to discontinue
receiving the Tidings of Zion. All contact information
is on the inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.
ONGOING EXPENSES
As with everyone’s personal expenses, so the expenses
of the CRE and the Tidings of Zion are also ongoing.
Your continued support is very much appreciated.
SHARE WITH US!
Please send your articles, testimonies, branch news,
youth activities, regional events, etc., to the CRE, c/o
Publication Council. Contact information is on the
inside front cover of each Tidings of Zion.

Belton, Missouri Homecoming Reunion
April 25-27, 2014

It’s been over forty years since the restored gospel
was established in Belton. We are inviting people (or
descendants of people) who have at one time been
part of the Belton RLDS/Restoration congregations to
attend. It will be a time of remembering, fellowship,
activities, food, and worship. The reunion will be April
25-27, 2014, from Friday evening through Sunday
noon. It will be held at the Church of Jesus Christ,
Belton Restoration Branch, 16630 Mullen Road,
Belton, Missouri.
Theme: Blessed Be the Tie That Binds. Housing is
available for those in need.
Contact: Pastor Dan Schwartz at 816-322-8991 or
d.w.schwartz@juno.com, or visit the branch website:
http://beltonrb.org
READER’S COMMENTS
To the CRE staff and councils: Thank you for all
that you do and may God bless you.
–Elder Steve Kendall, pastor, Maple Grove,
Missouri, Restoration Branch

Want to Be a Missionary?
Want to Help the Missionary Work?
All missionary groups have a great need for financial
assistance to continue the programs that are under
way around the world. Funds are needed to help with
travel expenses, tuition assistance programs,
providing materials, etc.
Donations made be made to the CRE, with a note on
the memo line designating where you want your
donation to go. All gifts are truly appreciated.
African Restoration Ministries (ARM)
Latin American Ministries Board (LAMB)
Southeast Asia and Australia Ministries (SEAAM)
Greater European Ministries (GEM)
Domestic Outreach works in the United States and
Canada. If any branch would like a Witnessing
Weekend, contact the CRE Office.

The Church of Jesus
Christ, Oak Grove
Restoration Branch

wishes to share the following
resources with you:
Live-Streaming Video Worship Services
For those who do not have a nearby Restoration branch
or who cannot attend church, we offer live-streaming
video of all morning worship services, except the first
Sunday of each month. To watch live, go online at
10:30 a.m Central Time on Sunday mornings. We also
archive videos of past worship services. Go to
www.ogrb.org and click “Video.”
Zion’s Call Magazine is full of testimonies to encourage
the Saints and glorify God. It is published twice yearly
by the Oak Grove Branch. If you would like to submit
a testimony or be on our mailing list, contact our editor:
Debbie Norman, 9664 Gillespie Rd, Napoleon, MO
64074. Or e-mail: denorman8165@gmail.com
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